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JULY 1938 

Chief Events Happy endins: of the Cawnpnr Mill Strike-~Mr« 
Sabhas Bose’s talks with the Bengal Home Ministec on the release of 
political prisoners — Ministry tangle and re-shuflFling in C. P. — Dr. Khare 
resigned— new Ministry formed with Pt. Shnkla as Premier— iSnd of the 
Jaipur-Sikar Dispute— Surrender of Sikar— Congress reply to Mr. 
Jinnah— League’s claim as the sole mouthpiece of Moslems not 
accepted. 

Ift. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru had a long interview with Lord Halifax in London. 
It was surmised that no disoussion took plaoe suggesting the holding of a 
miniature Bound Table Oonferenoe. 

2nd. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, presiding over the Rajshahi District Politidai 
Oonferenoe said, '^of all the problems politioal, economic and sooialr facing Bengal 
todiW those that appear as the most urgent and serious to me are the mllowing 
(1) Poverty of peasants and workers, (2) Middle class unemployment : (3) Hindu 
Muslim relations ; and (4) The release of politioal prisoners and detenues'*. 

Death of Baja Profulla Nath Tagore : Keenly interested in politics, the Baia 
organized the all India Landholders* deputation which waited on Lord Irwin in 
Simla in 1929 to represent the grievances of the landholder community in 
connection with the new constitutional reforms. 

4th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, had two hours’ interview with 
Ehwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister Bengal, at the latter’s Calcutta residence 
on the question of the release of the IBengal detenus and politioi(l prisoners. It 
may be recalled that it was Mahatma Qaudhi who first opened negotiations with 
the Government of Bengal for the release of detenus ana politioal prisoners in 
connexion with the promise he had given when the Andaman prisoners Vent on 
hungerstrike. There were several meetings between him and Sir Nazimuddin and 
also the Premier of Bengal Mr. Fazlul Huq, but the talks were not concluded as 
Mahatma Gandhi had to leave Caloutta owing to ill-health. 

The Oawopore Mill Strike ended. The terms of settlement were as follows : 
The Mazdur Sabha will recognize itself on the lines proposed in the report of the 
Labour Inquiry Committee. As soon as the Labour Commissioner certifies that 
suoh reorganization has taken plaoe, the employers . will allow recognition io the 
Mazdur &bha automatioally. 

Maulana Abul Eamid Asad met party leaders at Patna iu connexion with the 
Congress Zemindar differences over the Bihar Tenancy Legislation, regarding the 
speedy realization of rent. 

9th. The Oawnpore Mills reopened : More than three-fourths of the men, Who had 
been on strike for 50 days, resumed work. 

Dr. Saohohidananda Sin^ speaking at Banohi, referred to the Bengali-Behari 
controversy and the question of separation of Ohota Nagpur. 

Pt Jawharlal Nehru received a deputation of the Palestine Arab OoMmlCtee in 
London. Panditji had a detailed talk with the depntationists With the Object of 
opllMting first hand information in connexion witii the reported violenoe and 
Bheddiug of blood between the Jews and Araba.of PaleBtiiie. 



a tn nmuK akkual laniBiEB [ ? mr 'da- 

6ik. XlM qoMtioft wheUier BeogiUt dioold be oompdled to laoni Hindostaoi wm 
diiouaiea at a maethig of the Oorpofation of Oalootta, when eeyeral Ooanoillors 
protealed agaiaot anj enoh mote and eoagested that those who oame to Bengal 
to life or oondnot boainees ahonld learn tSe langnage of the provinoe. 

In eritioising Mr. Cbamberlain’a fordgn policy in London, Pandit Nehm paid a 
handaome tribute to Qandhiji. He also deolared that there oonld be no peace in 
toe world untii India attained complete political and economic freedom. 

7to. Two Moslem organisations^ separate from the League, and in opposition' to that 
body were establiahed in Bihar. One of them was the Jamait^ul-oltma—- with the 
app^ to the Modlems that they are the onstodians of the Moslem religion 
and it IS to them that the community should look for the protection of their 
religkins rights. Another and a far bi^w rival to the League is the Momin 
Jaimal— the Momins who form the bulk of the Muslim population in fiehar are 
by oooupation weavers. In the All India Momin Gonferenoe, a resolution was 
passed condemning the League as tryiug to deprive the Momins of tiieir rightful 
place and asserting that the League aid not represent them. 

The Punjab Assembly agreed to refer to a select committee the Bill introduced 
by the Government to regulate the purchase and sale of agricnltnral produce in 
order, principally, to overoome the evils which deprived the producer of a fair 
price. 

8lh. Mr. Bubhas Ohandra Boss threatened to resign the presidentship of the Congress, 
if necessary, in order to be free to carry on the agitation against the FAeral 
Mohemoi 

In-the Punjab Assembly, the Opposidon made reuowed efforts to hold up the 
Bestitution of Mortgaged Lands Bill, but after a debate lasting nearly four hours, 
toe motion was rejected by 75 votes to 36. 

9to. Gandhi, in the Harijan, appealed to the people of the States to re- 

alise the meaning and potency of Satyagraha in their straggle for relative freedom. 

In the Orissa L^slative Assembly : politics in a state of suspense, due to 
toe two Tbnanoy Bins passed by the Assembly not having been disposed of. 

lOlb. Pandit Jawhadal Nehru’s week-end stay with Lord Lothian at his country 
home in Norfolk. Discussions at Norfolk, re. assurances to Congress : (1) The 
British Government will insist on some measure of democracy in the States 
in stfl w* of their mere representation in the Federal Legislature. (II) In matters 
of Defence & fieserved subjects, the Viceroy will be guided by the advioe of His 
Mini^. (Ill) The British Government will agree to share the cost of defence 
of India. 

Unrest in Sikar gained farther strength from outside help, and the Rajputs in 
the city refused the Jaipur Durbar’s demand to relinquish ther arms. 

The U. P. Provincial Congress Committee ratified the resolution passed by its 
SKeouuve oommittee on the rights of Zamindars in oonneiion with tho tenancy 
reform. 

12lh. A statement oritioisiog the provisions of the Government of Bengal Secondary 
Education BiU issued over the signature of 21 eduoatiouists. It was stated inter 
alia^ ’‘The Government proposals threaten to bring about a serious oiisis in our 
ctdtural and national life. Effective steps are needed therefore to safeguard toe 
future of education in Bengal and we hope that our appeal will receive prompt 
and adequate response from ail parts of the Province.” 

In the Punjab Assembly, toe Premier said that the Punjab Government 
had forwarded to toe Government of India, a copy of the resotutiou passed by 
toe Assembly on the question of Federation, and dso a copy of the debate. 

The Congress Socialist party in Bito warned the Congress of the conseqaenoes 
In toe event of toe latter accepting Federation . 

ISto. Bir 0. P. Bamswami lyar, Dowm of Travancore, reiterated iu the State 
Aaaemb^: *So far as toe question of rsitoonsible Government is concerned, .con* 
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8titatioo«l aod proper acitetioii defoted to the attaiiimeat of oonetitatioiial adfanoo 
will never be regarded Ey any oWilized Oovernment ae disloyal or eabvendTe." 

14th. India's record of the ratifloation of the Internationa! Labonr oonrentions. re- 
vealed by the etatistios of the progress of ratifications issned by the International 
Labour office, Geneva. 

ISth. In the 0. P., following the break-down in the talks among the Ministers on 
the question of redistribution of portfolios to two Mipisters from Barer, Mr, R. 

M. ffeshmukh and Mr. L £« Gole tendered their reiltpiationB to the Premier, Dr. 

N. B. Khare. 

In Bengal, an account of the economic distress now prevailing in the varions 
districts of Bengal, and details of the relief measnres organised by the Govern- 
ment, were given by the Revenue Minister, Bengal. 

16th. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, presiding over a jute mill workers conference in Hocghly, 
advised labourers not to strike in a light hearted manner. 

The Oovernment of Travanoore issued a press communique in connexion with 
lathi charge made on a large crowed of demonstrators outside the Assembly 
Chamber. 

The Punjab Assembly passed the Anii-^Benami' Transactions Bill and the Money- 
lenders' Registration BUh 

Mr. B. G. £her, Bombay Premier, gave an assurance to landlords that no 
tenancy legislation would be introduced in Bombay without due consideration of 
their views. 

18tb. Mr. Satyendra Nath Mazumder, editor and Snresh Chandra Bhattaoharyya, 
printer and publisher of the Ananda Bazar Patrika, sentenced to six months' 
and three months’ imprisonment respeotively on a charge of sedition at Galcntta. 

12th. The Calcutta High Court acquitted Dhirendra Nath Sen. editor and Upendra 
Nath fihattacharyya, printer of the ^Hindusthan Standard’ of .a charge of 
sedition. 

The Provinoial Boy Scout Council of Bombay decided to disaffiliate itself from 
the Boy Scouts Associatiou of India and to function as an independent and 
autonomous body under the name of the Hindusthan Scout Association, Bombay 
Presidency. 

The Central India, Bajputana and Eastern States Ministers' Conference considered 
the proposals formulated by the reorganization committee of the Princes Chamber 
at Bombay. 

The Travancore Budget showed a revenue surplus of about a lakh of rupees, 
la the Traiivaoore Assembly, the child Marriage Restraint Bill was discussed. 

21at An ailjouromont motion in the Punjab Assembly to discuss the lathi charge 
ou unarmei and peaceful kisans of Oiiak number 251 in Lyallpur District 
was defeated. 

In the Central Provioces, Dr. N. B. Khare formed a new Cabinet. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, left Calcutta for Watdha to 
preside over the meetings of the Congress Working Committee— discussion 
mainly to centre round important subjects like communal settiemeut and the 
Federation. 

India's naval defence to be strengthen by the addition of four modern 
escort vessels. 

In the Punjab Assembly, replying to the Opposition critioism against the 
Restitution of Mortgaged l^nds Bill, the Premier warned the Congress party 
against the ^unconstitutional' methods of agitation against the Bill. 

22ad. The Government of Bengal, in consultation with the Indian Central Jute 
Committee, undertook a provinoial jute census. 
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SSH. Dr. N. B. Ehare, Premier ot the Central Provinces, resigned with his 
colleagues again, foIIowiDg his discussions with membors of the Congress Parlia- 
menlaty Sub-Committed at Wardha. 

That ho firmly entertains the hope “whether with another battle more brilliant 
than the Dandi March or without, India will come to her own demonstrably 
through nonviolent means,” is the conclusion of Mahatma Gandhi in the course of 
a signed article in ^Harijan’ entitled “How Non- Violence Works'*. 

Presenting the Travanbore budget at the joint session of the legislature, the 
Financial Secretary stated that tho record increase in the States* revenue was 
aohiev^ without any fresh measures of taxation. 

24th. Surrender of Sikar : Triamphant entry . of the Maharaja of Jaipur. ^People 
avow allegiance. All but ten ring- leaders were granted pardon. The Prime Minister 
made a proclamation. 

25th. The C. P. Government in its review of the excise administration for 1937 
stated that a society in which reduction of crime was accomplished by cheapening 
liquor most be considered an unhealthy state. 

The Bihar Assembly reassembled after nearly a month’s recess, enforced by tho 
break-down in the negotiations betweeus the Zemindars and the Government 
over the rent realization clauses in the Tenancy Bill now pending before the 
Assembly. 

Mahatma Gandhi dictated tho letter to bo forwarded to Mr. Jinnah about the 
commanal problem. The letter declared that tho Congress wa.s unable to accept the 
claim put forward by Mr. Jinnah that the All India Muslim League should be 
recognized as the sole representative and mouthpiece of the entire Muslim 
popnlation of India. 

26t]i. The Government of India addressed a Note to the provincial Governments 
explaining their views aud deoision on the recommendation of the Indian Coal 
Mining Committee. 

The Congress Working Committee ‘convicted’ Premier Kliare, remarking in tho 
resolution on the C. P. Ministerial crisis, that ' he (Mr. Ivhare) was guilty of 
indiscipline, and ho exposed Congi ess to ridicule, ho also brought down its 
prestige.** 

The Working Committee noted with satisfaction that three Congress Ministers 
showed their loyalty to the Congiess by (iccliniug without instruction from the 
Parliamentary Sub-Committee to tender their resignations, which was demanded 
by the Governor. Dr. Khare was further guilty of indiscipline in accepting tho 
invitation of tho Governor to form a new Ministry aud contrary to practice, 
which he was aware, in actually forming a new Ministry an'd taking tho oath ot 
allegiance without reference to the Parliamentary Sub-Committee and the Work- 
ing Committee, specially when he knew that the meetings of these bodies 
were imminent. 

27th. Pandit Bavi Sankar Shukla elected leader of the C. P. Congress Party. 

Addressing a conference of Divisional Inspectors of schools in Bihar Secretariat, 
Hon*ble Dr. Syed Mahmud^ Education Minister stressed tho necessity of giving 
impetus to the drive tgainst illiteracy even at the cost of Government money. 

29tb. Pandit Ravi Sankar Sukla, leader of the IT. P. Assembly Congress Party 
formed a Oibinet. 

The Governor of Bengal sent back the Bengal Tenancy Bill to the legislature for 
the recoAsideratiou of oertain provisions in it. 

SrHut Subhas Chandra Bose made a pointed attack against the Hnq Cabinet^ 4a 
tho Town Hall meeting in Calcutta. He accused the Huq Cabinet of gross betrayal 
of peasants* and workers’ cause. 

20th. Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the Hariiac, criticised the system of imparting 
instrnotion through the medium of English. 
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The Working Committee of the Ail India Muslim League met at Delhi, when the 
letter of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, to Mr. Jinnah, was 
disoussed. 

In Nagpur, there was considerable activity among the new Ministers over the 
allocation of portfolios. 

31st. The C. P. Ministers arrived at a decision regarding the allocation of portfolios 
in the new Cabinet. ' 

The Working Committee of the Moslem Lei^, replying to the Congress 
President’s letter on the question of communal settleiient, criticized the attitude 
adopted by the Congress. 


AUGUST 1938 

Chief Events i-^Ten No-Confidence motions against the Bengal 
Ministry defeated in the Assembly — The C. P. Ministry controversy 
continued — Statements and Counter-statements issued — Complete release 
of detenus announced by the Bengal Home Minister — Travancore State 
Congress banned by the Government— Mrs, Kamuladevi arrested— Civil 
Disobedience started in the State— Several important tenancy reform 
legislations discussed in the provincial legislatures. 

111 . In opening; the meeting of the Bihar Subordinate Civil Service Association, Mr. 
Srikrishna Smha, the Premier appealed to officials . for closer contact with the 
masses. 

In the Bihar Assembly, an adjournment motion was introduced to discuss the 
communal riot at Bhagalpore, but was talked out. 

The Council of the All India Muslim League defined its attitude to the reported 
endeavours being made in England to modify the Federal scheme. 

2nd. In the Bengal Assembly, ten motions of no-confidence against the ten Ministers 
composing the Bengal Cabinet were admitted for discussion. 

The knotty problems of Federation, Central policy and taxation were explained by 
Messrs. C. O. Miller and T. Chapmau-Mortimer at a meeting of the Calcutta branch 
of the European Association. 

Haji Sir Abdullah flaroon appealed to Moslem League organizations in Sindh to 
preserve the digoity and the existence of the community by asserting themselves 
in the same way as the Congress Hindus. 

In the n. F. Assembly three adjournment motions were ruled out of order. 
Five Bills as amended by the Upper House were placed on the tahlo— The 
Gambling Act Amendment Bill was introduoed and referred to a select committee, 
and the three Bills were introduced, ooustdered and passed. 

3rd. The Bengal Assembly accepted without any debate and opposition the recom- 
mendations of the Governor for the reconsideration of the Tenancy Bill as contained 
in His Sxoellenoyla message to the House. 

In the Central Provinoes, the parliamentary sub-committee of the Congress 
issued a statement on the Ministerial situation. The statement said, **It is clear 
, that even after the Paohmari oompromise,' good relations were not maintained 
among the Ministers. Complaints of breaobes of its terms by Dr. Khare were 
made to Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Some of them appeared to be obvious breaobes," 
but he (Sardar Patel) urged that no preoipitate aotiou to be taken and triod to 
seonre a duo fulfilment of the oompromise. Matters oame to a head among the 
Ministers and two of them, viz. Messrs Deshmukh and Goie, resigned on July 13th. 
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Iii a crowded meetinff at Poona, Dr. N. B. Kbare, Ez-Premier of G. P. explained 
the oaiise of his fall. He attribnted it to ^deriliah revenge, jealousy and iiialioe*\ 
and alleged that the Congress High Command trampled the principle of demooraoy 
in order to kill him. 

In the U. P. Assembly there was oonsiderable ezoitement when the Premier, 
Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant, refuted certain allegations made against a Urnsted 
officer' of the Government— -Mr. Zahirul Hasnain Lari made certain allegations 
against the Jantor Member of the Board of Bevenne, in respect of a jndgment, 
vraich was alleged to have been destroyed and replaoed by a new one. 

4di. In the U. P. Assembly, a resolution recommending to Government the introdoo* 
tion of compulsory yaooination in the rural areas of the provinoo, was adopted. 

The Central Jute Committee agreed to the proposal for surveying jute marketing 
and trmport problems in India. 

5th. In the Bengal Assembly, a bill seeking to oonnteraot the evil effects of usury 
was introduoM and referred to a select cominittee. 

8ardar Yallabhbhai Patel, Chairman of the All India Congress Parliamentary Sub- 
Committee, issued a statement relating to the Cabinet crisis in the 0. P. The 
statement oontained : Dr. M. B. Khare's assertion that the premiership of the 
Central Provinces was thrust on him is untrue. From the very beginning he was 
auzions to be elected the leader of the Congress Party in the C. P. and Berar 
Assembly and first asked me, then Pandit Jawhar Lai Nehru, to help him in this 
respect'^ 

In the U. P. Assembly, there was a keen debate on the Bill which aimed at 
compulsory recognition of registered trade unions. 

In a memorandum to the Constitution Reforms Committee, Mysore, the Central 
Mohammedan Association in the State asked that 12 per cent of the seats in both 
Houses of the legislature should be allotted to Moslems. 

5|h. Mahatma Gandhi made a stern oritioism of Dr. N. B. Ehare, Premier of 0. P. 
and Sir Francis Wylie, Governor of C. P. in the ^Harijan’. He said that Dr. Ehare 
was not only guilty of gross indiscipline but betrayed incompetence as a leader "by 
allowing bimsdf to be fooled by the Governor and by not knowing that by his 

S i^ipitate action be was compromising the Congress'^. Mahatma Gandhi accused 
le Governor of betraying a haste in the whole affair which he could only 
describe as *ittdeoent' and of '^bringing about a situation which he knew would be 
unoomfortable for the Congress". He also pointed out that there was no touch ot 
Tasoism’ in the proceedings of the Congress. The Congress was the very antithesis 
of that. 'Fascism was a naked sword, under it Dr. Ehare would have to lose his 
head. The Congress is based on non-violence— its sanctions are all moral.’* 

Dr. N. B. Ehare issued a statement rebutting the charge made by Sardar 
yallabhbhai Patel in connexion with the Cabinet crisis. With reference to his 
asking Pandit Jawharlal Nehru to support his leadership, he said, 'I categorically 
deny tiie statement, as I never sought the support of any one from the *High 
Command' for my leadership." 

7th. Oonsiderable tension prevailed in Caloutta arising out of the non-oonfidenoe 
motions in the Bengal Assembly. 

Dr. Ehare replied in strong terms to the charges made against him by 
Gandhi in connexion with the C. P. crisis. 

Mahatma Gandhi replied to the Nagpur Harijans’ threat to offer satyagraha in 
ease no Harijan was molnded in the C. P. Cabinet. . 

Mr. Subhae Chandra Bose, the Congress President issued a etatement on the 
Baima riots in whi<di he appealed lor restoration of cordial relations. 

M. In the Bengal Assembly, the first of the ten no*oonfidenoe motions against the 
Ministry was defeated by 180 votes to ill. In acoordanoe with the instruotions 
tSBued the Cslcutta Moslem Lasguo and the Ehilafat Committee, most of the 
Moslem ahope in Caloutta were oloeed ae a protest against the ^nonmiifideitoe* 
meyoBS. 
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M. In the Gentral Assembly, a seyies of qaesdons in regard to the Federal plan 
failed to elicit any additional information. 

In the Central Assembly, the adjournment motion to^ dlscoss the acqaiesoenoe of 
the Government of India in the Indian defence charges as the resolt of the recent 
proposals by the British JCtnister was passed by 71 votes to 33. 

Sir G. P. Bamsswami Aiyar, Dewan of ^avanoore, explained in the Legislatoze 
why the State Congress had been characterized as disloyal. 

The Madras Government denied the allegations appearing in a Calcotto pablication 
that the villagers of Salem were eontinuiog to enjoy fermented toddy inspite of the 
totrodoodon^ prohibition. 

In the U. P. Assembly, a short notice qoestion elioited from the Parliamentary 
Secretery to the Premier a definition of Government’s policy in bringing about 
tMNnmonlu unity and preventing oommnnal riots. 

lha.XiBader of the Congress Party in the Assam Legislature had certain 
cridoisms of the Government’s prohibition policy of opium. 


10th. In the Bengal Assembly, the motions of no-confidence moved against the 
Labour Minister and the Minister for Co-operative Credit were defeated without 
a division. 

In the Central ^Assembly a resolution recommending the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into the working of all India Itadio was put to the vote 
and rqeoted without a division. 

Following the no-oonfidenoe motions in the Bengal Assembly, Calcutta was a 
city of mass panic, rumours entirely unfounded, causing shopkeepers in Burrabazar 
and elsewhere to close their shops. 


11th. The Bengal Legislative Council accepted a resolution to the effect that a sum 
of Bs. 25 lalms be set apart within the course of 2 and a half years for Moslem 
education in all its branches in addition to the present annual allotment. 

The Bihar (government suffered their only defeat on the Restitution of the 
fiakshat Land Bill in the Coupcii when an entire clause was rejected. 

In the Bengal Council, an account of the activities of the Bongai Home ludns- 
tries Associatm was given by the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 

12th. The Bengal Council accepted the recommendations of the Governor for recon- 
sideration of two of tho provisions of the Tenancy Law Amendment Bill which 
was passed by both Houses of the Legislature. 

The Bihar Council discussed the Tenancy Amendment Bill, passed by the 
Assembly. 

In the Central Assembly, the President aunonneed that the Oovernor-Qeneral 
had disallowed two adjonrnmoat motions, one by Mr. Abdnf Qaaynm regarding 
the ‘‘failure of the Government’s Frontier policy”, and the other by Mr. Asaf All 
on the Defence Secretary declining to dissociate the Government of India from 
8ir Philip Ohetwode’s sweeping and publio remark that Indians, now taking king's 
oommission, were not of the right type. 

ISllL Mr. Bubhis Chandra Bose, presiding at a stndents’ r^ly in Oaloatta, appealed 
te students to carry the message of the Congress among the ssisses. 

A44>m»"g a students* oonferenoe it Lucknow, the U. P. Ednoatlon Minister 
aa appeal to etndents to adopt what was best in the old order and those 
Mbit wen hM ia the aew. 
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14tb. More tbaa 10,000 persons were present at the first open Bitting of the N. W. 
F. Political Oonforence at Abbottabad when f;ar resolations were aaopted. 

' The Madras Premier addressed a meoting on the OoTernmenPe deoision to in* 
trodace Hindi in Secjadary Schools. 

18th. The Defence Secretary introduced in the Central Assembly a Bill to prohibit 
apeeobes intended to prevent recruitment to the Indian Army or to incite* mutiny 
therein. 

The Bengal Government scored another victory in the Assembly when an 
opposition motion for rodaoing a demand for rupees one lakh for the creation of 
a separate Pablioity Department was rejected by 123 votes to 103. 

In the Bihar Assembly, supplementary budget estimates were presented for 
several schemes, including Rs. 3,27,0r‘0 for tube well irrigation. 

In the Central Assembly, the Commerce Member answering a q[iilktion made a 
statement on the position regarding the sale of Indian cotton to Japan. 

In the Bihar Assembly, an adjournment motion to discuss the shooting incident 
at Bhagalpur was ruled out of order. 

At Patna, a strong criticism of the Bihar GovernmeoPs tenancy legislation was 
made at a peasants’ rally. 

16th. In the Bengal Assembly, Rs. 25.00,000 lakhs was voted for sohednled oaste 
education. 

The Bihar Assembly passed the Money-lenders Act Amendment Bill clarifying 
its attention to pend’ig suits, appeals and proceedings in execution. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, with the permission of Mr. Jinnah, released 
the correspondence which passed between him and Mr. Jinnah, re : Hindu 
Moslem settlement 

17th. In the Bengal Assembly, the Dentists Bill 1938 was passed. 

The Bihar Cabinet’s achievements in ameliorating the lot of the masses were 
explained by the Premier at a meeting at Patna. 

Jjord Lothian, who passed through Calcutta, oommenfthg on the European situa- 
tion said that affairs there were passing through a dangerous period. 

Unconditional release orders for 144 more Bengal detenus were issued. 

In the Bengal Assembly, genera! criticisms were offered cn the supplementary 
Budget demands whicir were passed by the As.sembly. The Finance Minister 
speaking on the demand ot Rs. 1,00,009 h)kh for the Publicity Department stated 
that no sums will bo spent for subsidising newspapers, 

IStb. The Bombay Assembly disoussc ' -he House’s rules of procedure. 

The Bil.ar Assombly discusstd tu.; supplementary budget demands, the House 
1 ejecting two cut motions. 

A meenno: h id in Cjih utra undti the au.spices of the Bengal Hindu Sabba 
passed a le'solr.tiori cendemning rho Commurial Avrard. 

A dt'irLcnhti.iiloji was singed hy Calvuita bus-owners, drivers and conductors as 
a protest Mguinst iiie SlMor Bili, 

The Bihar Go^cMiriiOur .sent i-ark the Pioh^tiou Bill to the Assembly for 
reconsiJerutioii of a ceiiuin cU*--. . liie measiire||m; 

I9lh. The Benga; Council disc . i ibe rceomraPfe'tions of the Retrenchment 
C<.mmitt€e appointed ;m • . f 'io.r.ii.jiis taken bn the report. 

In the Bengal Coune:!, in ■’■•i/. jlr. Chandra Das, the Finance Minister 
siutod that the total expend t.=;t • expenditure of His Exoellency the 

Oovernnr and bis stelY lor i.hi- ;; .-..'i o, i.oiua to Darjeeling was Rs, 63,624 

20lh, Mahatma Gardh' in an i t »: ■: ‘Hatijan’ on the Burma riots appealed 

foi mutual Burmese and the need for adherence 

to the docttiiiu o! non -viol onctjl ' 
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In the Mtdrtt Omnoil, the riots in Bnrinii formed the snbjeot o! t non- 
offioi^ resolution. 

21at The dlfllonlties of the Bihar Ministry resulting from the opposition of peasants 
and Moslems were enumerated. 

A deputation of 150 young men travelled from Msgpnr to Shegaon with the 
object of meeting Mahatma Qandhi and registeriu their protest sgainst the 
Oongress Working Gtommittee’s resolution on Dr. H. S. Khare. 

22od. In the Central Assembly, replying to a questioth Sir J ames Qrigg, Finance 
Member, made a statement on the relation betwei|i the Beserve Biik and the 
scheduled banks. 

Mrs. Kamaladeri Ohattopadhya, who was arrested for defying an order of the 
Xravanoore State, on her release, issued a statement, oritioising the policy of 
Indhm States for their prohibitory orders on political workers. 

In the Central Assembly, the Defence l^retary stated that the proposal to 
substitute a felt hat for the turban of the Indian soldier has been under considers^ 
tion for sometime. 

23rd. In the Bengal Oounoil a motion that in all fnture appointments to the Oovem- 
norship of Ben^ the opinion of the Oounoil of Ministers should be preriously 
obtained was lost. 

In the Central Assembly the Oommunioations Member, replying to a question, 
said that a rebate on the freight oharges on ootton was being given to bring back 
all the railway traffio that had been diverted to the road. 

The Central Assembly passed by 65 votes to 55 the Defence Secretary’s Anti- 
Beornitment Aotivities Bui. 

In the Bengal Assembly the Opposition’s motion for referenoe of the Bengal 
Municipal Amendment Bill to a select oommittee was defeated. 

24 tli. In the Bengal Assembly the Home Minister said, ^From to-day there will be 
no detenus left in Bengal. When the Ministry came into power in 1837, they 
found there were some 2,700 persons subject to orders of restraint in one form 
or another under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1933 or Regulation 
III of 1818,” 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel arrived in Karachi to advice the Congress Party there 
on the Congress difficulties. 

The Bengal Assembly adopted a motion calling upon the Government of Bengal 
to give help to the Indian refugees from Burma. A resolntion urging the com- 
pulsory retirement of officers under the services of the Oovernment on their 
completing 25 years of service was passed. 

In the Central Assembly, a nnmber of questions were put and answered on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s reference to the ’^Unwritten pact” between the Congress and 
British Government.” 

2Sth. The Bengal Assembly adopted a non-official resolntion recommending that GO 
per cent of the appointments in the public services should be reserved for Mos- 
lems. 20 per cent for scheduled castes and 20 per cent for the rest 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, at Karacht, in connexion with the Ministerial dispute 
in Sindh, met party leaders and explained the Congress attitude on the question. 

In the Central Assembly, the Home Member answered a question relating to 
convict marriages in the Andamans and the so called weekly "Love parades”. 

The Iravancore Government decided to assume special powers to cope with the 
aiiuatiou that might arise in view of the decisiou of the State Congress to embark 
on a campaign of Civil Disobedience. 

26th. The campaign of Civil disobedience, decided upon by the Travancore State 
Congress, started in the State. 

2 
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fh« Oratid Atiemblsr disooMed tba 1^ to oonodidila the poorlsiooi leserdlog 
dlfme lor lloelem women. 

In the Oentnl Assembly, the Seoretsry of Estemel AfEsirs informed n questioner 
tiiit the Indift Qofemment had no information regarding the expulsion of the 
8IU1S Alkhanistan. 

fipeal^ St Jubbulpoxe, the 0. P. Premier and FSndit D. P. Miahra, Minister 
referred to the Khare episode. 

Mr. M. TumuL a former Premier of Bihar, submitted a memorandum in oon- 
nexlon with the Bengali-Bihari oontroreray. 

S7l^ Mahatma Gaadhf, writing under the Oaptlon *My so-oalled inoonsistenoieB'* in 
die 'Harijan' further olarified his views with regard to picketing. In an earlier 
arthde he had expressed his disapproval of *^violent ploketing”. 

The Pttblio Health Oommissioner with the Government of India. Oolonel A. J. H. 
Hosael, in his annual report estimated that by ld41, the population would reach a 
dgure approximatiiig 4KI^,0Q0. 

In the eourae of a message on the observance of Tenancy Act Day in Bengal, 
Mr. Psslui floq, Premier, referred to the measure as the Ministry’s first instal- 
ment of service. 

The Zamorin of Oaliout likely to omnise a protest movement against the Madras 
Ministry's temple entry. 

The President of the Travancore State Confess Working Committee was sen- 
tenced to 1 year’s imprisonment and a fine oi Bs. 800 for disobeying a migisterlsl 
ban. 


28lh. In the Bombay Assembly, Mr. K. If . Munshi, Home Minister, replyiqg te 
questions made a statement on the communal riots in Bombay in April last and 
the action the Oovemment had taken to prevent their reourrenoe. 

The Oonnoil of the Madras Teaoheis OnIM met to disonss the question of the 
oompnlsoiy introduotion of Hindi in Seoonekuy schools in Madras. 

Mr. Btjaram, General Secretary, Pnajab Oongiess Committeo questionad the 
authority of the working oonnoil and refused to Sand over the neoesaary papaie to 
his aueoessor appointed hy the council. 

In the Orliaa Aaaembly, twelve memhers tabled resolutions pcotostiag ngahist 
the deehumtion of oevtain parts as partially excluded areas and n^ested thsf they 
m^hi be plaoed witii the normally administered areas of the previnoe. 

In IVavaiioore, the houses of several Congress officials in the State were 
searched. 


2Mi. In Trivandrum, the District Superintendent of PoTioe and more than a dozen 
ooDStaUes were seriously injured in n clash following the holding of a Congress 
meeting in d^anee of the Distriot Magistrato’a orders. 

In the Oentiral Assembly, the Commerce Member replied to questions regarding 
the oonfermoM of honoitrs and titles hy tiis Crown. 

In the Oriasa Asaembly the Speaker made aa many as four alatomanto. Ho 
observed. *^Privilege Is to Parliament, what prerogative is to Crown. Within the 
orbit of Its privileges every Honse is free.** 

SOth. The Public Health Oommiaaioaer with the Government of India, in his annnal 
rmrt, dealt with the country's health problem and urged the need for a proteo* 
M water supply. 

The Aiesm Oouaml disouased the Moneylenders' Bill, the Debt Conoiliation Bill 
and the ByOiet Tbwn Lmd Teiiaiioy Bill 
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Chief Eeento The 0. P. Mioiotry coiitr^y||My oontfaiaed— {orlfaer 
Btatemento and oounter^jteineDtB iooued— Umot in Tvavanooce 
State, Mahatma Gandbi^a lippeal for enquiry tamed down by the 
Dewan-ReoigDation of Sa-adnlla Miniotry in Aoeam ; Oongreae Ooidilioii 
Ministry formed nnder Sj. Bardoloi— Mahatma’s oomments on the 
incidents in Mysore, '^vanoore and Hyderabad— Firlw in Tnavanoore 
State and anrest in some Orissa States where the Pnga Mandal was 
declared unlawfal— Congress Woiking Committee meeting in Delhi ; 
importot resolutions adopted. 

let In the Oentral Aesembiy, an intrignlog sitoatlon dereloped orer the Deputy 
President, who happened to ooonpy the ohair In taking part in a rodng on an 
amendment of the Motor Yehiclea Amendment Bill. 

The Orissa Premier, in opposing an adjonmmsnt motion In the Assembly, refuted 
an alimation that the Oorernment had decided to give monopoly to a Oaloatta firm 
to erpioit certain chemicals and dmgs in the pronnce. 

The President of the Assam Oonnoil rnied out a point of order raised by a 
member on the Moneylenders* Act Amendment Bill. The Oonnoil effected sereral 
changes to the Sylhet Town Land Tenancy Bill. 

Snd. The Premier made a statement in the Orissa Assembly outlining the Gorern- 
ment’s policy regarding the industrial development of the provinoe. 

In the Assam Legislative Council Bri Ba^b Haran Chandra Duit moved a 
resolution recommending the Assam Oovernment to appoint an expert to report on 
the causes of the flood in the provinoe and to suggest means to avoid suoh calami- 
ties in future. The resolution was withdrawn after discussion. 

Dr. Rabindranath Tagore In reply to a letter of Mr. Y. Noguchi, the Japanese 
poet, strongly condemned Japan’s ’‘war of aggression.” 

3rA The executive committee of the Niupur City Congress adopted a resolution 
recommending to the Nagpur Provincial Congress Committee that disciplinary action 
should be taken against Dr. N. B. Khare, former Premier of the Central Provinces 
and twc other congressmen. 

Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq. Premier of Bengal, in opening the All-Bengal Primary 
Teachers' Conference in Calouita mentioned the problem of raising Rs. 4J(KVXX00D 
orores, noeded before Primary Education could be introduced througnout the 
provinoe. 

4th. Mahatma Gandhi “is thoronghlv unaware of the facts,” said the Dewan of 
Travmioore,. commenting on the Manatma’s statement on the anrest in the State. 

On the last day’s prooeedings of the Bengal Primary Teachers’ Conference in 
Calcutta, the introduction of free compulsory education in the provinoe was urged. 

The U. P. Chamber of Commerce addressed a communication to the Government 
ou As subject of the report of the special, officer on certain proposals for revision 
of the Merchandise Marks Law and on a draft Bill to amend the Merchandise 
Marks Act the Sea Customs Act and the Indian Penal Code. 

5th. In the Central Assembly, the constitutional position of the Deputy President 
with regard to voting was explained by the President in an important rhliag given 
uy him. 



18 


THE INDIAN |NNDAL BE018IEB [ 5 am. ’88- 

The Bihir Bdaoation Minister eppeiM to Btadents and teachers to work for 
mass literacy during the coming Tioatfon. 

A meeting in Oslontta organized by the Bengal Hindu Sabha. protested against 
the zeservaBon of 60 per cent of ttie appointments in Bengal’s public senrioes 
for Ifodems. 

Dr. Babindranath Tsgore in a statement on the political sitnation in Bengal 
deplored the campaign of ’’mntoal reorimination" being carried out by the ▼arions 
parties. 

Bill. Mrs. V. Pandit, in an fnterriew In London, said that India was deeply oonoerned 
with the ouestion of her own freedom, and not so mnoh with minor polltioal 
details. 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a note in reply to the Travanoore Dewan’s statement 
on the happenings in Travanoore appealiDg for an inquiry into the incidents. 

7lh. The Fublio Health Commissioner staled in the annual report that matesnity and 
child welfare work had made notable adranoes since its inooption as a national 
movement in India in 1918. 

In the Orissa Assembly, various schemes to encourage cottage and village indus- 
tries, to improve agriculture and to promote cooperation were subject matters for 
snpplement^ demands, approved by the Assembly. 

The Assam Assembly rejected a Congress motiou for reference to a select 
oommittee of the Assam Local Self-Government Act Amendment Bill. 

Shr 0. P. Bamaswami Ayyar, Dewan of Travanoore rejected the proposal of 
Midiatma Gandhi for an outsider to conduct an inquiry into the recent incidents in 
that State. 


Ml, In Assam, a trial of strength between the Ministerial Party and the Oppositian 
in the Assembly over the Local Self-Government Bill was won by the Ministerial- 
ists by 50 votes to 37. 

In the Central Assembly, the power of ihe State to fix maximum and minimum 
bus fares was discussed when Mr. F. E. James moved an amendment seeking 
the deletion of a clause of the Motor Bill giving such power to provinoid 
Governments. 

The Nizam in opening the Jubilee Pavilion in the Capital of bis State, urged the 
need for self discipline among youths and the toleration of different faiths. 

Ml. In the Council of State, Sir Jagadisb Prosad made an important statement in 
regard to the Burma riots and the steps which the Government of India intended 
to take to safeguard Indian interests. 

In the Central Assembly, a non-official Bill seeking to consolidate the provisions 
of the Moslem law relating to suits by married Moslem women for .dissolution of 
marriage and to remove doubts as to the effect of apostasy of a married Moslem 
woman on the marriage tie was discussed. 

The Governor of Assam sanctioned the introduction of the. Assam Provincial 
BUI, 1938. 


lllh. The need for a check on the trade in adulterated drugs was again 

enmhasized at a conference, when Government were asked to nndertake All- 
India Legislation. 

Govemmeet decided on stricter control over the import of fire works in view 
of large number of aooidents due to such explosives in recent years. 

The Madras Premier and the ex-ohlef Minister, the Raja of Bobbin entered 
into a controversy over the introduotion of Hindi in the Proviooe, 


ISIb. In the Central Assembly, an important statement on India’s defenoe expen- 
diture and on the recent diaonaslone between representatives of and the 
Britiah anthoritfes, were made by Sir Jamee Grigg, Finance Member. 
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Bfr«>SulMS Chandra Boad, Oonfirresiit President, issued a statement on the recent 
Ministlmir oriais in the Central Provinoes. Me said, ^^Ooe cannot fail to notice 
that in the pro-Kbare propaganda which has agitated oertain parts of oar 
country, a number of Individaals and agencies have joined who have been long 
known for their antipathy towards the Congress. 

In the Connoil of State, a resolation regarding reornitment of more SCadrasis 
into the Indian Army was disonssed. 

The Assam Cabinet resigned. 

An adjonrnment motion in the Bombay Assembly to discuss police action in 
oonneaion with a mill strike was defeated by 75 votes 25. 

^'Service before self’ was the motto advocated by Dr^’l^ed Mahmud, the Bihar 
Bdaoation Minister in a message which was read at the opening ceremony, of a 
centre at Patna under the Wardha education scheme. 

14lh» The action taken by the Bengal Chamber of Gommorco towards relieving 
unemployment among released detenus, described in an abstract of the proceedings 
of the Chamber. ' 

BMident stndents of the three Halls of Dacca University began a hunger strike 
and also deolared a general strike of the University classes and picketed the gates 
of the University bnildings. 

ISIh. The Ooanoil of State disoossed the Blhta disaster and adoptea a resolation 
almost similar to the one passed in the Lower House. 

The resident students of the throe Halls of the Dacca University ondod thoir 
hanger strike bat the 'general strike of the stadonte continued. 

isth. In the Central Assembly, the oompositioa of the e^ert committee to investi- 
gate problems of Indian defence in relation to India's nnancial lesourcos was a 
topic of discassion second only to the international situation. 

Mr: Subhas Chandra Bose said at Shillong, ^Tederation must be resisted at all 
costs and if that oould be done a big obstacle to the attainment could bo removed. 
The international sitnation is such that if we can take advantage of the same, 
freedom for India will be attained at no distant date without war*’. 

The Bombay Legislative Assembly passed the Qrst reading of the Bombay Trade 
Disputes Bill by 80 votes to 38. 

The Central Assembly passed the third reading of the Motor Vehicles Bill and 
took up the Bill to amend the Indian Emigration Act which sought to stop 
unassisted emigration. 

17tli. Mahatma Gandhi in an article in the Harijan commented on the incideula iu 
Mysore, Travincore and Hyderabad. 

In the Cbntral Assembly, the transfer of four British battalions from the Indian 
establishment to the Imperial establishment, announced by the Finance Member, 
did not represent the total reduction of the British forces in India contemplated 
under the existing arrangements. 

The Congress Party in the Assam Assembly decided to form a Oablnct iu coali- 
tion with other groups. 

Dr. N. B. Ehare, ex-Premier of the Central Provinces, made a statement iu the 
C. Pi Assembly on the oironmstanoes leading up to his resignation. 

IMi. **The loe Age in Kashmir”, formed the subject of an interesting address deli- 
vered by Mr. D. N. Wadia presiding at the annual meeting in Calcutta of tho 
Geological, Mining, Metailargioal Society of India. 

19tli. 8j. Gmpinath Bardoloi, the Leader of the Assam Congress Assembly Party 
formed a Congress coalition Ministry in Assam. 

The Taloher Durbar, as an emefgenoy measure, declared tho State Subjects’ 
orgnnination as nnlawful. 
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la Ctetral Aawnbly, Uia gravity of the sitnatioa ia Burma waa agaiB em^ 
phariasd whea ^^oaetioae ea ^o riots sod the toes of lodlaa lives were atked: 
basaUrta^ tto 

Ike Bpeaheri of tk» Oaatml Proviooee AasemUy, Ur. O. 8. Gupta wiihdrmr 
from the AsMBiUy for aboat 5 miaates in deference to the wishes of a section 
of m Hooso when an adjournment motion in rospeot of a procession organised 
in hia bonou In Berar oame np for discossion. 

lOlli. The CX P. and Berar '^Belief of Indebtedness Bill, which evoked ^ a storm of 
oppMition from the moneylendiog classes In tho province, was rmrsed to m 
seleot committee after a debate lifting for over two honra. 

The Gonnoil of State passed the Emigration Bill in the form in which it was 
passed by the Central Assembly. 

The oonstitatlon snb-oommittee appointed by the Haripnra Congress session to 
consider ehanges in the Congress Constitation with special reference to method of 
eleotion and duration of memborship had a four hours* discussion at the Hatijan 
colony. 

2l8t Two persons were killed and one woudded when Travanoore State troops 
opened nre on a defiant mob who had assembled on Shanknnngham beach and 
began stoning a polioe party. 

Prominent Congress leaders at Delhi for tho meeting of the AlMndia Coogreaa 
Committee and the Working Gommittoe mot Bfahatma Gandhi and discussed with 
him his scheme of a **non-violeut national militia.’* 

22iid. The Congress Working Gommittoe which met at Delhi passed s resolu- 
tion recommending to the A. I. C. G. to endorse the action taken by the 
Working Committee, in connexion with tho Ministerial crisis in the Central 
Provinces. 

Dr. Moonje spoke on the Hindu movement in Calcntta. He sSid, ’’Congress from 
the beginning has been a national body. It preaches nnalloyed nationalism in 
India.” 

23rd. Dr. N. B. Ehare, Ex-Premier of tho Central Provinces, in a ststdmeut 
proposing the formation of a new party within the Congress, severely criticized 
Congress leaders. 

A report from Gaih Dhenkanal stated that Mr. Hari Mohan Patnaik, President 
of the State Praja Mandal had been grrested at Dhenkanal.^ The Praja Mandal 
was declared an unlawful body following the abandonment of tho oompromise 
negotiations. 

. The Orissa Governor, tho President of the Eastern States Agency and the 
Commander, Presidency and Assam District mot to dlsooss the present unrest 
in Orissa States. 

The aftermath of suspicion and ill-feeliog between Hindns and Moslems following 
the disturbances in Hyderabad (Deocan) which onlminated in the Government ban 
against the formation of a State Congress awakened among the leaders of both 
oommonities a sense of urgency and need to do something to restore cordial 
relations. 

24lh. The Congress Working Committee in Delhi discussed the suggestioos made by 
Mahatoa Gandhi in his address to the Committee on the question of ’’truth and 
non-violence”. 

A statement issued by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister for Commerce and Labour 
Bengal, in oonnexion with the Bengal Jute Ordinance resulted in onrtaiiment in the 
manufacture of raw jute. 

Ike Govermaent of Orissa, appoiated a Committee of Coosnltiag Eoeineers to 
investigate the iiooa problem in the province and to draw up remediu meaeuree. 

8M. MNew DelbL the Congress ’Werktng Committee, in oonsaltation with 

Gaadhi, decided that no speoifio leaoiution relating to . war and the intomational 
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dtnatloi should be plsoed before the All-lndis Oougrea Oommltlee, but 
s ehoi* xeeoltttiott should be nofed empoweriac the Working Oommittee 
to tske whsterer sotiou it thoo^t neoeessrj in m emt of the ouUMdt 
of hoetllties. 

After saimsted disoussion, the Working Gommittee*B reoointioa on the Oentrsl 
Piovinoes llinhiterisl oristo, ss emended by Mr; Bslkridins Shsnas’s smendment 
thst dlsoiplinsry sotkm should be tskan s^nst Dr, Khsre, wss pssied by su orer* 
wheUnhq; msiority; 

The Bengsl Gorernment issued s oomntunique olsi|Mng their policy in respeet 
of the relesse of prisoners oonfloted of. polltiosl oriolp:^ 

The All Indis Kisan Oornmittee oondomned the COngmss Ministries on their 
policy of tenancy iegialatlou. 

Mh. y. y. Ofri, Minister for Labour and Indnstriee^ Madras outlined plans* for 
sobring unemployment in the province in n Press interview. 

The ll» P. Government appointed another Oommittee to work, ont detnils 
of the proposed jail reforms and recommended a five year or a seven 
year plan. 

2M. The Bengal' Qoveaament issued a Press Mete ^ving details of. impvovement 
eflbsted in the jail administratioir of the province. 

At the Ooogress Committee mooting at Delhi an ofRotal leaolhtibn' on 

ch3 liberty evoked heated disonasibn. 

Mr. Qopinath Bardoiou Premier of Assam, iasned a statement in which he called 
fbr “normal reTaiions between the Oongresa Party, which is aow identided with 
the provincial Government, and thor Pmlco*’ 

The Dhenkanal Durbar issued a statement eontradioMng certain statements 
made in the Press in Cuttaok, aad givli^ a list of ooooesBions gtauled. to the 
subjects. 

27ih. Sir Siksndar Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier declared that the Punjab wia 
behind the Empire, should the need for a caR to arms ariee. 

The Xravanoere Oovemmeiat issued a Press commuaigue rcoucfiatlog alfemi- 
tions “spread by the State ^Oongrem** that Police were mofestiag peaoeml 
oltuens. - 

A note of warning “that owing to geraa of diasolntkm inherent in the communal 
deoiaioD, Bengal is leading forward towards s grave crisis” cootaiued in a state- 
ment issued through the “’Associated Press” over the sigaatnres of several proas?- 
nent Hindu leaders of Bengal. 

29kli. The speech of the Punjab Premier, Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, aArmiog th) 
PanjaVa loyalty to the Crown in the event of an emergency created intereat iii 
political ciroks in Lahore. 

Improvement in the financial condition of the province enabled (he Qoveacuunt 
to revert to the polio? of making grants towards water supply, drainage snd 
sewerage schemes, said a resolution of the Bengal Government on the reports 
of ^e Sanitary Board and the chief Engineer. Pablio Health Department 
for 1937. 

2015. The Congress Working Committee considered the reeelation of the U. P. 
Provincial Congress Tenancy Sub-Committee forwarded to the Congress Preskleat 
and the President of the Congress Parliamentary snb-committee. 

The All-India Spinners' Association passed a resolution at Delhi, for a further 
rise in the wages of spinners. 

In the C. P. Assembly, some Moslem M.L.As sought to move an amend- 
ment by which Urdu or flindosthani should be a recognised language in the 
Assembly. 
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'Cli^ Evenli Indastries Miaisten’ Confereooe in New Delhi—* 
Conititational B^rms annonnoed in some of the States — ^Mosllm 
League Conferenee at Karachi eritioised Congress attUnde to Modem 
interests and urged Moslem and Non>MosIem Federations—Negotiations 
for a Leagne Ministry in Sindh Liiled — ^First Sitting of ^ the Federal 
Court in New Delhi'—Bulers of Orissa States assembled in Cftlontta to 
disensB the agitation in. their States — Mahatma’s Frontier Tour—* 
Congress atfitnae towards Indian States interpreted by Sardar PateL 

Ifl. Mabatma Gandhi explained in the ^Harijan* the reasons for the Congress policy 
of non-intervention witn regard to ^e States. 

Writing in the Harijan, Mahatma Oandbi declared that there was no difference 
of opinion between him and Pandit Jawharlal Kehru over the question of 
Federation. 

The Bengal Premier, Mr. A. K. Fazinl Hnq, in his presidential address at tho 
annu^ session of the All-India Moslem Ednoation Conference in Potna, oritioixed 
the Ednoation policy of the Congress. 

Beferenoe to the growing indications of communal ill-feling in many parts of 
Bihar was made in the Government resolution reviewing the report on the 
adminiatration of the Police Department in the province in 1937. 

The Edncatkm Beorganlxation Committee appointed by the Bihar Government 
issned a question on seoondary education. 

The Frontier Premier gave an assuranoe that a settlement would soon be arrived 
at in regard to the agrarian dispute at JuUuuder. 

2nd. The All-India Moslem Educational Conference, under the Presidentship of Mr. 
A. E. Fazinl Huq, Premier of Bengal decided to xejcct the Wardba Scheme. 

Industries Ministers from the Congress administered provinces met in conference 
at New Delhi to discuss economic planning on a nation-wide scale and also 
development and co-ordination of industrial resources In India. 

Tho CongrcFs Working Committee passed a resolution expelling Dr. Ehare, the 
Central Provinces ez-Premier, from the Congress and calling upon him to resiga 
his memborship of the C. P. Assembly on behalf of the Congress. 

A resolution of the Punjab Government on the working of the Polioe Department 
stated, that the year 1937 was a bad one from the point of view of oommunal 
troubles and crime. 

3rd. The Gonferenco of Industries Ministers of Congress administered provinces 
resolved to formulate a comprehensive scheme of national planning for the indus- 
trialization of the country. 

The Dewan of Rajkot issued an order for the enforcement of the provisions of 
the Criminal I.aw Amendment Act which relate to the molesting of persons to the 
prejudice of their employment or business. 

Mahatma Gandhi issned a statement on non-violenco in Travancore and the 
position of the State Congress. 

The Baler of Nagod State, Central India, announced the establishment of a 
State People’s Assembly aid constitutional reforms of far-reaching importance. 

dill. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, Dewan of Travancore, issued a statement on the 
recent activities of the Travancore State Congress. 

At Lucknow, the Shiah-Sunni differouces which had remained dormant for 
some time, took a tn/n for the worse. 

The proposed changes in the income tax Iw wore criticized in a oommnoioation 
from the Federation of Indian Chamber of Coalfiloroe and Industry. 
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A communal clash in which a number of persons were injured ooonrred 
at Sylhet 

5th. A supplementary demand for grant for training of the ofril population in air 
raid preoautionary measures made in the Bombay Assembly. 

The methods of police sarveillaaoe in the United Pro?iaoes are to be examined 
by a oommittee appointed by the local Qorernment. 

Mahatma Qandhi arrived at Peshawar on his Frontier tour. 

A survey undertaken by the Punjab Government revealed that the manufbotare 
of aooessories of bicycles and sewing machines oi|t profitably be undertaken In 

^ this country. 

/ 

' 6tb. Political activity in Dhenkanal State revived with the launohing of a Satya- 
grabs by the Dhenkanal Proja Mandal. 

In Bombay Primary School teachers in the presidency were not properly trained, 
stated the oommittee appointed to advise on primary education in Bombay. 

Adjourning the Dusserah Session of the Mysore Representative Assembly, the 
Dewan touched on the Oovemment’s work for the people of the States. 

The need for inter-provinoial oo-operation for the industrial development 
of the country, was stressed by the Minister for lodastries, Bombay in a Frees 
interview. 

The Kashmir State issambly disousaed a non-olfioial resolution niging that the 
lot of Harijans be improved. 

fth. The proposal for a separate Moslem Federation to be diecussed by the Working 
Oommittoe of the AlUIndia Moslem League. 

The Indian Medical Association made representation to the Central Board of 
Revenue in criticism of the Inoome Tax Bill. 

The prelimtuarv hearing before the federal court will begin this month in rsspoot 
of the case filed by the U. P. Government relating to certain revenues which It 
contends, should be credited to it. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President-elect of the Sindh Mosiem League Gonferettoe^ waa 
given a rousing reception at Karachi. 

Sir S. Radhakrishuan speaking in Madras, stated that a strong eeif-governing 
India would be the greatest advantage to the peace of the world. 

Sth. Presiding at the Sindh Moslem League Couferenoe at Karachi, Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah stiongly criticized Congress attitude to Moslem interests, and aocosed the 
Congress Exeoative of wanting t) divide the Moslems. 

Writiog on the European crisis, Mahatma Gandhi asked the question (in the 
Harijan) whether Herr Hitler had discovered a new technique of organizing 
violenoe which enabled him to gain his end withont shedding blood. 

Sir Henry Craik, the Punjab Governor, referred to the loyalty of the provinoe 
to Britain during the recent crisis in Europe when he repliM to addresses of 
welcome at Ludhiaua on his first official visit there. 

Bth. The Congress policy specially la regard to minorities* problems and the claim of 
the organization to represent the Indian nation -wore ohallengsd by the 
Bengal and the Punjab Premiers in their speeches at the Sindh Moslem league 
Oonlerenoe. 

A scheme for the setting up of a oommittee and a oommiaaion for the eoonomio 
planning of industries, was submitted by the Ministers of Industries of the 
Congress iidmiaistered proviuoes. 

The Maharaja of Bowil in a message to his aubjeots, pleaded for the removal 
of untonohabiuty in his State. 

lOtb. A resolution nrgiim that India be divided into two Federations, one for Mpotoms 
and other for non^Moslem gronps was adopted at the Sindh Moslem iMgne 
Conference. 
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oourl, tor tli4 tni ttet la Ita Uotorj, met to treimot Jodieiil 

Ibe. Snoliiii perfomud tie epadAK oanmeoy of the Oewepoie SwadaaU 
]B]diMil6oQe 

pNigitmme of the Motlom Leogoo wae defined at the Sindh Hoelem Leigiie 
OonfermeT 

At the general meeSng of the Utkal Profinoiid Oongreaa Oommltte^ nnder the 
nieeUentMip of Mr. Qopbandhn ObancHiari, (he aotion of the Oentral OoTemment 
in deepelohing British troons to Dhenkanal and Tabher Btatoe and also the poliojr 
of remaalon pnianed bj the HiJ Barbara oame in fur aoTere oondemnation. The 
aMoang alao aympathised with the people in these Scatoa in their struggle for 
leidnm rights, 

lllk Dr. B. Naidn, Fishery Expert to the Qovemment of Bengal, pointed out how 
Bengal aqoandered her wealth in fish. 

The Moselm Leegoe Oonferenoe passed two resolntions, one on the Sokkor. 
Biwrage debt and the other on the political sitoption. 

A farther step in the mass literacy campaign was taken by the Bihar 
Gofernment who prepared a scheme for carrying on the work on a proYinoe- 
wide aoale in which priiate initlatl?e woold be giYen full scope. 

In. the United ProTinces, the chief aim of an elaborate scheme for medioal re- 
lief in racal. areas, was that medioal relief would be available to every one within 
five ^cs; 

Ihe protigonists of the Shia-Sonni dispute in Luoknow were busy formulating 
their future line of action. 

The United Provinces Ifinistry issued a warning to would-be oritios of the 
Government against wild aliegations. 

Ihe indnatiial future of Indih was disoussed by Bihar’s Development Minister 
in a Press interview^ 

Sir Sikandar Hyat Khant. Premier of the Panjab, received a great ovation when 
he visited the BoMiiarpur district to/preslde orer a peasants’ oonferenoe. 

tHkk She negotiationB between. Mu Jinnah, the Moslem members of the Sindh 
Assembly and the Premier for the formiiion of a League Ministry in the pro- 
vlnoe were- reported, to have broken' down. 

Ihe* ladiaft Jute Mills Assooiation decided on aotion which it was believed might 
have an appreciable effect on the eflorta that were being made to bring about an 
agreement amonw lute mills in India for the restriction of the manufacture of 
Jute goodk 

In a statoasent iasued at Lahore, Bhiu Parsmanand, oommenting on the Sindh 
Mbstom Oenferenou, warned the Qengress ’’not; to stick to^ its wild goose chase but 
to start afresh/’ 

In the BomtoQF AsaamUyi a BIB to provide fbr (he> restoration cf lands forfeited 
during the civil diaobedionce nmvement was introduced. 

ISik A chaOinge to tho Pronders of tlio Panjab and Bengal was ono of the featnrea 
of a epeeoh dehveeed at Agra by Pandit G. B. Pant, the U. P. Premier. 

In a ihrewefi speeoh at the Sind limlem Oonferenoe at Karachi, Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah eq^ned wl^ he had ’rebeitad’ againat the Oongrean 

Mo eolation of the Sindh Miniateriid proUem has yet been evolved as a result 
of the Moelem Leegue^Miaiatry talks iu Karachi. 

view^of the recent bappeoings, is it too much to hope from the Oongresa 
tiiat it would reviac itopoltoy sad start afreah”, aaked Bhai Paramanauda, Senior 
Yioe-Preitideiit of the Hindu Mahaaabha iu the course of a statement to the press 
at Lahore. 

Ihe Sindh Premier inoed • atatomint in reply to the one by Mr. M. A. Jinnah 
on the MlMsteriai dispute in Siudh. 
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In Meronoe to the wiehai of HehelBMi Oeodhl, the North-Weet Fmtier 
Prender’e gourde are to go onarmed in fotiire. 

The Tariff Board eramined repreeentatiTee of the Japaaeia Ohamher of 
Oommeroe regarding the grant of forBier proleetioii to the lerionltaral indostry in 
India. 


14tb. She Oottgrees Cktalition Ministry in Aeeaw aasnred of a majority in the 
Assembly. 

Speaking at a Press Conference. Ifr. Snbhas Chj^a Bose, Oeogrem President, 
referred to the resolntlon passed by the All-India Igjilim Leagne XaeenfiTe with 
regard to the CoDgress L^oe parleys for a settiement of the Hindn-Moslim 
in. fie said that Oongresa was prepared to disonm the question with the 
) of any obstaoles in the path of flindn-Maslim nnity. The Congress had a 
attitnde with regard to the problems of other minorities. 

18th. Several Moslem leaders of Sindh issned a statement on the breakdown in the 
negotiations for the formation of Leagne Cabinet in the Province. 

Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the fiarijan on the walk-ont which ooonrred during 
a meeting of the Ail India Congress Committee, advised a 'purge* of the party. 

.A variety of problems were discussed by Mr. Sarat Chandra JBose, leader of 
the Congress party in Bengal, in his presidentiai speech at the Mysore students* 
Conference. 

Mahatma Gandhi met Bed Shirt leaders at Peshawar. 

It was considered probable that the Congress High^Oommand*s offer of arbitration 
in connexion with the United Provtnoes Tenanoy ^dispute would-be aooeptad by the 
Zemindars. 

Opening the Madras Press Workers* Oonferenoe, the Labour Minister advised 
dhem to tbUik more in terms of organisation and Jess in terms .of 'Strikes or 
diiBot aolion. 

Pni^b Eigiress derailed. One Ailtod t 37 JiQured. 

Another trial of strei^ between Ihe IMirigtexiiligtB and Sooialists ended in a 
decisive vlotoiy lor »(fae former ad a aneetlag el the U. P. Psovlneial Cosgress 
OMwittee. 

The question whether there w81 be an fiHaventh hour ohsoge in the sltoetion 
rmnrding the Tenaney Bill in the Unltqd Provlnoes Assembly, and whether there 
win be an adjenrament of the aeasion lor three weeks, wss ihe question being 
disonssed in Assembly oiroies. 

17lh. The Congress alfitude towards the Bindh Ministerial dispute wss explained by 
Manhuta Abu Kalam Axad. 

The Federal Court sat to determine the question of the validity of the C P. 
Aot which au^rtsed a taxation of 5. p. o. ou the sale of motor spirit and 
Infarioaata. 

Dr, Banaullah. Prssident of the (nuttagang Di^riot Katkmalist Moalems* 
Conference oritioized certain aotivitiet of the League and appealed for com m un a l 
harmony. 

The Direotor of Industries, Bengal and the Deputy Direotor of Serioi^ure in 
the province gave evidenoe before the Ihriff Board whioh was laqulring lato the 
question of grautiog further proteotieu lor Berioultnre industry. 

Bis Sxoellenoy £Kr fleory Craik, Punjab Governor, seut back the Debtor Pto- 
teotlon (Amendment Bill, with oertaiu xeoommeudations, to the Assembly for xe- 
oemmendatioo. 

GbpesklQg at Mysore, on civil aiam, Mr. Bant Ohaadn Boea, aald (hat in a 
pdntloal ooofliot one was apt to negleot olvil work. 

j ft*. Tb» Bnlan U SUtm vaim (te InlMm SWm Om WMm 
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Tlie Federal Opart beard the arpfamenta of the Advooate«GeneraI, 0. P. and 
Berar, in the case in which the validity of a C. P. Aot was questioned. 

The need for jpranting farther protection to the sericaltare indastry was stressed 
h^hure the IhrilT Board by representatives of the Oovernment of Bengal. 

The U. P. Assembly passed the U. P. Melas Bill. 

The Bombay Legislative Goanoil passed all stages of the Forfeited Lands Bill 
which was passed oy the Assembly. 

IMk The Connoil of Balers of StatM ander the Eastern States Agency passed a 
resolation oharaoterizing the agitation now being carried on in some of the Orissa 
Btates as the work of oatside agitators. 

A riot in the Patiala Central Jail resolted in the death of three prisoners and 
varioas injuries to several others. 

The Advooate-Oeneral of Ben^ oontinaed his arguments in the Federal Court 
In the ease In which the validity of a C. P. Act was questioned by the 
Government of India. 

20lh. The negotiations between Mahatma Gandhi and the Government of Bengal 
over the rdease of political prisoners are said to have broken down. 

The Federal Court reserved judgment in the case referred to it wherein the 
validity of a 0. P. Act was questioned by the Government of India. 

llr. Jinnah criticized the statement of the Congress Presidont on the settlement 
of the commanal problem. 

The formation of the Bardoloi Cabinet in Assam was completed with the 
taking of the oath by the third Moslem member of the Ministry. 

The latest proposals regarding the U. P. Tenancy Bill were a feature of a long 
discussion at a meeting of the u. P. Congress Party. 

The meeting of the members of the Reception Committee of the All India 
Hindu Blahasabha session at Nagpur was held in the Neill City High 
School HalL 

2 let Representatives of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce gave evidence 
in Calcutta before the Tariff Board on the question of protection for the 
Serionltnre industry. 

Whether the publication of news about cow slaughter tended to promote 
oommunal enmity and hatred, was discussed before a Full Bench of bthore 
High Court. 

22Bd. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru addressed the India League in London. He advised 
the Indian students to continue to take an active interest in the political life there 
instead of confining themselves merely to studies. He opined that they had a 
great opportunity to develop a broader oat*look there after which they would be 
useful soldiers in fighting for freedom on return to India. 

Tfoope again opened fire in Dhenkanal which resulted in the killing of 3 persons 
and injuring many. 


23rd. The political activities of Manlana Abul Kalam Azad were condemned at a 
meeting of Moslems held in Calcutta. 

Mahatma Gandhi had a busy day at Eohat where five deputations waited 
on him. 

An interesting development in regard to the proposals for arbitration over the 
Tenancy Bill is reported to have occurred following a request made by the 
Agra 2Semindars. 

24lh. Their Ezeelienoies the Viceroy and Lady Linlithgow returned to India. 

The Congress President issued an appeal for lands for relief work in the flood- 
stricken areas of Bengal 


-Woof. ’3S] CHRONICLE OF EVENTS tt 

Ldrd Lotbiao in Calontta : interTiewed by a Press represeniative, he said that he 
saw **00 reason for a ohange in the Government of India A.ot'’. 

^2Sth. The Raia of Dhenkanal arrived in Caiontta and bad an interview with the 
President, Eastern States Agency. 

The effect of the Bihar Tenancy Bills of the Congress Ministry of that provinoe 
was reviewed in a statement issned by Mr. Rajendra Prosad. 

Replying to a deputation on behalf of the JBannn City Defence Committee. 
Mahatma Gandhi outlined a plan he had formdSiited for dealing with raids and 
for a solution of the Frontier problem. 

26tii. A resolution relating to the reappointment of detenus who had formerly been 
employees of the Calcntta Corporation, gave rise to some discussion at a meeting 
of the Corporation. 

The Government of Bengal (Local Self-Government Department) jssued a 
circular letter to all the Divisional Commissioners with a view to ascertaining the 
opinion of District Boards on the subject of the abolition of the Local Boards 
and election of members of a District Board directly by persons and entitled to 
vote at such eleotions. 

The year 1937-38 continued to be a disturbed one in Waziristan, stated the 
Annual Administration Report of the Frontier Corps of Militia and Scouts. 

27di. The issue before U. P. landlords in connexion with the proposed tenancy 
legislation, were informally discussed at Lucknow at the residence of the Baja of 
Jehangirabad. 

The first "dictator’* Swami Bamananda Urtha, of the Hyderabad Statd Congress 
and four of his assistants were arrested. 

28lb. Mr. S. V. Parulekar, Labour leader, was asked by the Speaker, Mr. G. V. 
Mavatankar, to withdraw from the House when in the Bombay Assembly he 
made, in the course of his speech on the Trade Disputes Bill, certain remarks 
attributing partiality to the Chair. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru declared in London, that British Imperialism was facing 
a difficult problem of its own creation in Palestine and made a sorry mess of it. 

An authoritative interpretation of the Haripura Resolution on the Congress 
attitude towards Indian States, especially on its bearing on the Federal Scheme, 
was given by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in his presidential address to the fifteenth 
session of the Baioda State Subjects Conference held at Bhadran. "Unless and 
until popular legislatures are established in the States and the States* administra- 
tions are carried on with the full consent and approval of the people’s represen- 
tatives”, said Sardar Patel, it is futile to talk of Federatiou”. 

29th. The Congress Opposition to this Federal Scheme was reiterated by Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose at a public meeting at Shillong. 

Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the ^Harijan*, pointed out the value of Hindosthaui 
as the oommou language for India. 

30th. The Raja of Seraikella, Poesident of the Council of Rulers, Eastern States 
Agency, issued a statement on the recent happenings in some of the States in 
Orissa. 

That an essential condition of Federation was responsible Government in the 
States was the view expressed by Sardar Vallabbbbai Patel at a Baroda State 
Conference. 

The Tariff Board arrived at Srina|[ar to investigate the silk industry in Kashmir, 
and the officials were busy preparing a case for protection of the industry in the 
State. 

The Executive Committee of the British Indian Association, Lucknow met to 
discnss the deadlock caused by the Oudb Talnqdars as a result of a resoJution 
passed by the latter in oonneiion with the U. P. Tenancy Bill. 


H THE n^IAN AimUAL BEOISTEB [ 12 mot. ’88-- 

A flobeme for the eztenBion of tbo Yonth Welfare Moyement to the diatrlots 
of Beogal was inangorated. 

^obetioj; was resamed at Rajkot and a Lathi charge was alleged to haye beea 
made to disperse a pablic meeting held in the eyeniog. 

ISA. The Maharaja of Jaipur had a miraonloos escape from death when the propel- 
ler of his plane dropped off while flying solo. 

Eloquent tributes to the life and work of Kemal Ataturk were paid at a 
meeting of the Moslem Institure in Wellesley Square, Calcutta. The Maharaja- 
dhiraja of Burdwan presided. 

ISA. The Select Committee reported on the Bill to amend the Indian Inoome Tax 
Act of and the stage now set for the debate in the Central Assembly on a 

measure of the greatest consequence to the business community and priyate 
indiyidoals alike. 

The Central Assemldy passed an official Bill seeking to widen Municipal 
franchise in Ajmer-Merwara. 

The Bengal Government set up an expert committee to carry out an estensiye 
industrial survey of the Provinoe and to make recommendations. 

18A. A conference of Directors of Industries of various Provinces and States 
interested in Sericulture was held in the office of the Tariff Board, Calcutta. 

Some remarkable figures were given by the Finance Member, Sir James Origg 
when he moved the further consideration of the Income-Tax Bill in the Assembly. 

17A. In the Central Assembly, Sir Nripendra Nath Sircar, the Law Member was 
warmly applauded by Congress members in the Assembly, when he repeated for 
Aeir henent part of a speech he had made at the last Assembly of the League 
of Nations. 

Various questions in oonnextion with the Sericulture industry were discussed 
at the resumed sitting of the conference of Directors of Industries of various 
pTOvinoes and States in Calcutta. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, accompanied by his daughter, Indira, returned to India. 

The Government of Bengal addressed a circular letter to Commissioners of 
Divisions ontliniog the Government’s revised policy in regard to water-supply, 
particularly in the matter of distribution and disbursement of State grants in 
rnrar areas. 

The independent tribunal set up by the Mysore Government to inquire into the 
police firing in Vidhuraswatham village on April 25, published its report 

18A. A plea for an adequate protective duty on imported raw silk was put forward 
before the Tariff Board in Calcutta. 

There was a redistribution in some of the portfolios in the Bengal Cabinet 
following the appointment of two additional Ministers, Mr. Thmizuddin Khan and 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. 

19A. Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Harijan, ^The Frontier Provinoe must remain 
a place of frequent pilgrimage for me. For though the rest of India may fail 
to show true non-violence, there seems to, be good ground for hoping that the 
Frontier ProvincO^ wHl pass through the fiery ordeaT. 

The Director of Industries, Assam, gave his views on the question of granting 
protection to the sericulture industry before the Tariff Inquiry Board in CuoatUL 

A challiDge to the Premier of Beugal to substantiate certain allegations said to 
have been made by him against Congress Ministers was thrown out ^ Mr. Biswa- 
nath Das, premier of Orissa, in the course of a letter to Mr. Barat Cihaiidra Bose. 

20A. The demand for constitational reforms by Indian States* subjeois was disoassed 
in a Press interview in Bombay by Ae President of the All-India Statii! People’s 
Confbresoe. 
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Bixteea HKNisaDd unemployed textile workera In Oewnpore sent « petition to the 
Governor of the U. P. thcongh the Oolleotor praying tor help for ramoTin^ eome 
of their dittonltiee. 

Mr. Snbbas Ghnndra Boee, while inaagnrating a Oommeroe Aaaooiation at the 
Lnoknow Univeraity, declared, ^'We do not want a atrnggle for ita own lake : 
We want freedom without atrnggle if poaaible, and tnrangh a atrnggle If 
neoeaeary. We have pat onr traatln Qod.** 

An appeal for the acceptance of Federation was n^e by Sir 
Ohetty, Dewan of Ooohin at a Innoh in Madnu. 

At Lnoknow, Mr. Snbhaa Chandra Bose addreaaed a hnie gathering. He aald, 
^'India wanta to attain her goal not throngh the weiJmeaa of Bntaln.” 

2 let. In the Central Legialative Aaaembly, Mr. A. Aikman, Leader of the Enropean 
Oronp referred to the ‘^permanently boatlle attitnde of Inoome-tir ofBolala towatda 
aaaeaaeeB” and anggested that theae offioiala ahonld aaked to remembcx their 
dnty to the pnblio. 

In the Central Aaaemblv, a qneation waa aaked regarding Gandhi’a 

^atement that he knew he wonid not be allowed to Tiait the tribal arena In the 
Frontier Provinoe. 

^dit G. B. Pant, the United ProTinoea Premier, Inaagnrating the Law Sooiety 
of Lnoknow Univeraity, aald that the profeaaion. of law waa worth preaerving 
beoaoae there waa room for virtue in every walk of life. 

22iid. The Committee of the Indian Mining Federation arged that the interaata of 
economy would be better aerved if the ontpat of railway oollleriea were reatrioted 
to a minimnm, and if larger quantitiea were obtained from the market 

In the Central Assembly, discasaion on the Inoome-Tkx Bill waa reaomed. 

During the supplementaries on the questiona in the Central Aseemblv regarding 
ihe consultations and progress made aa regards the introdnotion of Federation and 
Oppcmition Benohes protested when the leader of the House deoiined to answer 
certain question, answer to which, according to him could not he given in pubiio 
interest and in view of them. 

23rd. peaking to journalists at Lucknow, Mr, Subhas Chandra Boae, Congress 
polloy I'olorred to the question of the Congress formulating ita fordgn 

The ease W^nst Surdw VdUbbhai P.tel on a charge of definution filed by 
Mr. Jayantilal H. Amin, of Bombay, was withdrawn by the complainant 

24th. In an interview with Press representatires at Lahore, Mr. Subhaa Chandra 
Bose expressed his views on the future of Bengal Ministry. 

A oommnnique issued by the Maharaja of Bikaner, aa President of speoial 
^mtuittee of tho Chamber of Priooes appointed to deal with the reorganisation 
described the work of the Committee, In session in Bombay. 

Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, the President of the National Liberal Federation of 
India, in the coarse of talk on the Liberal party of India, declared the retnrn of 

. Ipdlut National Congress to oonstitutionalism marked tiie triumph of tho 
principles of Liberalism.’' 

Chandra Bose, addressing a pubiio meeting at JuUunder, deolared 
mat if the Federal constitution was foroed upon India, a Batyagraha wo^d bo 
mevitablo. 

in the outturn and higher prioea for tea are revealed In the report 

^be;^reotor of Agrionlture in Assam, on tea onlture in the province for the 
year 1987. 

28 ih. ffia Ezeellency, Ixird Brabonrne, Chancellor of the Calcutta Univeraity paid an 
eloquent tribnto to the eduoational work of Mr. Byamaproaad Mookerjee when he 
oonierred the honorary degree of D, lUt. on him, 

4 



¥tfiatii» QaadM wrote Hiriimt oa ithe perseoatioii of tho 

Jm i& Gonumj oad idfind thon to ohoooe tho p«th of aon^Tioleaoe to ^adioate 
thdr pooitioa on earth. 

la the Oentral AiaemblT, after a debate laating six BHOQeBaiTe .BlttiDgB, the House 
i^iroed to the 'IPinanoe .MiniBter*B motion that tlm loooaie-tiBX Bill bb it haid emer- 
ged from ifhe eeleot oommlttee be taken >mto oonsideration. 

lhaiOantial Provinoee 9omnment deoided .to intervene in the affaire of dhe 
Kagimr Monioipalitj whioh were reported dn chaotio condition following diapnte 
between >the preoent onoe-bearen and the >Oongre«8 Party. 

27llk Xhe death oeoarrod In Delhi at the ago of 05 years of Maolana Sbaokat Aii. 
eminent Moslem leader. HepreBentativea of the ▼arioos partiea and seotiona of 
politioal epinioa in India joined in paying tribntea to the illaBtriona deoeaaed. 

ifr. Snbhaa Chandra Ibfie, in a apeeeh at Oujarkhan ,( Panjab) deaoribed the 
OontoTeBB as the 'non-ot&oial parliament of the oonotry. 

ZMu A vjgorooB fipoeoli in anpport of unity between bigger and amaller Statea waa 
made by the Jam Sahib of Navanagar, the Chanoellor of the Chamber of Prinoea, 
when opening an informal oboferenoe of Balers and their Miniaters in Bombay. 

In a Qovernment Oommaniqae were desoribed the efforts of the Premier .and 
other Miniaters of Assam to bring about an amioablo Bettlement between Hindus 
and Moslema. 

Mtb. Sarojini Naido, replying to addreaaes presented to her by the Cnttaok 
Municipality said, *No commnnity in India, whatever its numerical strength, its 
wealth and its power can aohieve national independence by itself.” 

Manlana Bhankat Ali was hnried on the eastern side of Jnmma Mnsjid, the 
famons mosqae at Delhi, before a large and representative gathering whioh 
iiiolnded hie ooUeagnea in the Central L^islatnre. 

His Esoellenoy Lord Braboorne, Governor of Bengal, held his first investiture 
Sktrbar at Government Honse, Oaicntta. 

29lh. His Bsoellenoy the Tioeroy dlsonssad the problems of agrioultnral marketing 
in opening a oonference of Ministers from British India and from the Indian 
States. 

Yarions matters oonneoted with the welfare of women were disonssed at the 
annoal meeting of the AU Bengal Women’s Union, held in Calontta. Her High- 
ness* the Mahanml Snoharn Devi of Maynrbhanj presided. 

When the informs] oonference of Prinoes and their Ministers resnmed its sitting 
in ik>mbay there was a general disoossion of the soheme for the reorganization 
of the (2iamber of Frinoes. 

At a oonference with party leaders, at' New Delhi, the Finance Member, Sir 
James Grigg, it waa understood, made it ciear that any a^eement that the oonfe- 
renoe mi^t arrive at regarding ^'disonminatoiy” provisions in the Income- Xai. 
Bill oonid only be put in effect with the consent of the Governor-General. 

Beplying. to an address of weloomo presented by the Bavenshaw College 
•tndenta’ Union, Mrs. Sarojini Naldu disapproved of organizations of students 
on communal lines. 

30th. Speaking at St Andrews’ Day Dinner in Calcutta. Major General G. M. 
lindaay ezpresaed the opinion that the. Auxiliary Forces would, in a future war, 
be asked to take a far greater part in the defence of Calontta. 

The Ceatral Aseembly, having agreed to postpone oonsideration of the elaases 
Id dimte, proeeeded with the diaoussioa of the Inoome-Xaz Bill tad altered 
two oliumeB. 

The Statee Gonferenoe at Bombay agreed on ratio’s for the representatloa of 
the Taxiona groups of States on the Stauding Committee of the GhsmW of Prinoae. 

The eontributioiis of Sir Jsgaiy^ <2iaadrs Bose to Soienoe were raoalled at a 
memorial aueting to tho Soieiim, km at the Bose Institute in Calontta. . 

/ 
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nECBiiinff^ / tiBMi 

CUef Eveiiti‘->IiiooaM Tb Ml Dabite oeotiiiiwd^ ib ttw Cratrd 
AsaembIy~AH ' India: LandhoMm' OonfatanM at naiiiihanga--Batornia 
Oontroveny in the Ibqkot State— Vioawy*> hapiHiaat etatnsent on 
Fedefation at the Aesodated Commeroe Chamber in Oaloatta— HdcUi^ 
of All India Conferenoea— Mnalim Leascne at Patna, Hinda Mahaaabha 
at NaKpar and Liberal Federation at Bombay, v 

Itt III the Assam Assembly, the motion expressliig no-dbnildenoe in the Bardbloi 
Ministry, which was tabled immediately after ^e Oabinet’e formation, was not pre- 
ssed when the winter session opened. 

A joint session of the U.P. Legislature met to discnss the deadlock orer the 
Btamp and the Oonrt Fees Bills. 

The informal conferenoe of Princes and their Ministers at Bombay oonolnded. 

2iid. The Federal Court, in its first case of imporianoe, held that the Central Pro- 
▼inoes Aot to buy a sales tax on petrol is not ultra Tires of the Central Pro?inoes 
Legislature. 

The Central Assembly passed the motion oensnring the OoTernment for associa- 
ting themsoWes with a memorial to an offioer and 2*4 men of the 75th. Gordon 
Highlanders. 

A joint session of the U. P. Legislature passed the Btamp Bill. 

The present session of the Punjab Assembly' name to...an abrupt end following 
the failure of the Premier to get the chair to agree to a *non-stop' sitting. 

3rd. Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Harijan ^If the Congress feels that it has the 
power to offer effective interference it will be bound to do so when the call 
comes.” 

The death occurred in Calcutta of Sir Brojendra Nath Beal, the eminent Bengali 
philosopher. 

The joint session of the U. P. Legislature discussed the Court Fees Bill. 

A Bill to amend the Bylhet Tenancy Act was, after being opposed by the 
Government, negatived by the Assam Assembly, opposition not claiming a division. 

4th. Mr. B. 0. Chatterjee, President of the Bengal Hindu Babha, in a statement 
said that it was to India’s interest to remain within a free and federated British 
India. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, discussed at Karachi with the 
Sindh Premier niatters relating to the provincial Ministry. 

Mr. H. S. Snhrawardy, Labour Minister, Bengal addressed the Indian Seamen’s 
Union, Kidderpore, when he opened a night school for the illiterate members 
of the Union. 

Sth. In the Central Assembly a statement that Ottawa agreement would not be 
continued beyond the end of the next Budget Session was made by an-oflB^ial 
spokesman. v 

The Congress Coalition Ministry in Assam scored a narrow viotory .in the 
Assembly when the Opposition demanded a division refusing permission to 
a Government supporter to withdraw a feeolution. 

In the Central Assembly good progress was mado' when several olauses of the 
Ineome-Ikx Bill Bill were passed. 

The Assam Assembly accepted a resohUon recommending to the Government 
the release of political prisoners. 

6tk. The agreement reached at a Conference of Central Assembly party leaders on 
Mrtain amendments to the Inoome«Thz BXH was oommnnioatca to the Governor- 
moral lor neocasary sanetion. 



» THK INDIAN AMHUAL SEGISIEB [ 6 mo. ’88- 

JUknriiig tbo ^oeiawt tmaui totwan the Moslem .Leut^ tte Oonness 
Pm^ ud the Omenmeot fai oooiiaziM witt Oe Inoome-Duc Bill, tyj members 
^ ue liaTopean eroop tiMeduz smendments to three vital olsnses 
of the BBL 

la the Oeo^ AsssmUr Ur. 8. Sa^orthi asked^ a qaeation regstding the 
flaaooial eftoot on India of the oonoetelons to the British Army. 

71k The Aa Khan in a Press interview at Karsohi, stated that he would do his 
best lor bringing abent the oommnnal unity. 

Hhe -Goyeniinent of Bengal issned a note oorreoting certain reports in the press 
on fiM labonr unrest in jm laills area OilouttSe 

Ihe Centra] Assembly passed a large number of olaoses of the Income- 
Tbs fill]. 

A remark by the President of the Central Assembly that th} House ’'is beoom* 
ing lilm a baser” evoked protests from the Congress Benches. 

Mo The Central Assembly took up oladse 4 of the Income-Tax Bill and reieoted 
Bie Congress Nationalist amendment relating to the basis of taxation of 
foreign income. 

In the Centra] Assembly a number of questions relating to India’s ootton 
trade was asked by Mr. T. 8. A. Chettiar, Mr. 8. BatyamnrthI and Prof. 
M. G. Banga. 

The Commerce Member in the Central Assembly replied qaestions regarding 
the shipping rate war ip pilgrim traffic. 

The Assam Cabinet defeated a no-oonfidenoe motion moved against them 
by fonr votes. 

The Vlswabharati Eihibition of Arts and Crafts was opened in Calcutta by 
Mr. Snbhas Chandra Bose. 

M. The Central Assembly passed the clause 4 of tho Income-Tax Bill. 

The monopoly of martial spirit and aptitude claimed for the Punjab by 8ir 
Sikandar Hyat Khan, was okallpnged by the Liberal Leader Sir Gbimanlal 
Setalvad. 

Aosidlng at the prise giving of the St. Xavier’s College, Calcutta, Lord 
Brabonme said that the true purpose of education was to constantly translate 
experience into wisdom. ' 

The Assam CSablnet won another victory over the Opposition, re : remission of 
kund revenoe granted for 10S8-89. 

The Bnler of Bajkot State announced a number of important reforms--the 
Legislature to retain its fuUy eiectiye character. 

In the Central Assembly, the true purpose of the additional import duty on salt 
was explained by the Mnanoe Member. 

leak The Central Assembly oonclnded the discussion on the Income-Tax Bill 

The An Khan believes thit the prospects of Federation ’’are fairer than ever,” 
but he tttiaks that the general opinion among the Princes is not in tevour 
iri Federation. 

The advice which Mbhatma GandM gave to Travanoore State Congress depn- 
tstiott which saw him la November test, was the subject of a statement to the 
Brass by Mahatssa Qanilii. 

Landlords from all bvef India met in Conference at Darbhanga and decided to 
form an All-India Lamlholders' Federation. 

^ The OoQgrssB Plrsiideat, Mr. Snbhas Chandra Bose issued a statement on the 
Inti Ordinanoe and the strike sltuatiou in certain jute mills in .Beofri. 

> Hr. Bhntebhsi BsssL Lead er of the Opporitioa in the Central Assembly 
iopporting the motion that the Ja eoas e -lhx fiUl, as amended be pmsed, paid a 
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tribute te the oontrihution of Sir Jamee Origflf and the memhert of the liuropeeii 
group toweidB bringing about the agreeaiaat on olame 4 of the BUL 

11th. At Wardha among the aubjeota diaouaaed bj the Oongren Workmg Oommittee 
were the Indian Statea and the Bihari-Beogali oontroteray in Bihar. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel iaaned a statement on the aoheme of oonatitnClonal 
reforms in Rajkot State. 

Addressing the Covooation of Lucknow Unirersity, Bandit O. B. Pant the U. P. 
Premier said that there was plenty of work for eduoatii men in the Tillagee. 

The Maharaja Kumar Sir Vijaya of Yisianagarm, speaking at the Landholders’ 
Conference at Darbhanga, referred to the need for goodwiU and oooperation among 
zemindars and tenants. 

His Ezoeilenoy Sir Franois Wylie made his first pnblio speeoh at Nagpnr sinoo 
his assu^tion as Governor of the Central Provinces when he addrea^ the 
Nagpur Umversity convocation. 

12tb. Reference to the Viceroy’s sympathy for the riot and His BzoeUenoy’a 
efforts to improve the country side was made by the Mahari^adhiraja Bahadnr 
of Darbhanga, proposing the toast of Lord and Lady Linlithgow at a dinner given 
in honour of their Ezoellenoies* visit to Darbhanga. 

The Central Assembly passed the third reading of the Inoome-Iax Bill and the 
Wheat Bill, and the House was then adjourned sine die. 

13th. His £9Beirenor4hAVioer(^ aztived in Calcutta. 

The Enropean Groups in the Assam Legislature issuiMl a manifesto setting forth 
the main aims of the Group. 

Mahatma Gandhi drafted a resolution at Wardha, defining the policy of .the 
Congress towards the Indian States. 

Replying to an address of welcome in Khuidhb, the Orissa Premier referred 
to the unrest in some of the Orissa States. 

14ih, The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution relatiog to the attitude 
of the Congress to Indian States— welcoming the awakening of the people of the 
Indian States in many parts of the country. 

Ninepolitioal prisoners were releised Lrom the Ganhati jail in pursnanoe of fee 
Assam Governments decision. 

Mr. fil A. Jinnah declined the invitation of the Defence Seoretary to omiili-V. 
on the Indian Sandhurst Oommittee. 

Sir Patrick Cadell, Dewan of Rajkot, issued a Ptess Note in reply to Baidar 
Vallabhbhai Patel’s statement of reforms in Rajkot State. 

ISih. The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution deolaring the Hindu 
Mahasabha and the Moslem League as communal organisations. 

His Excellency Sir Henry Haig at the Jubilee dinner of the IJpper Indiaa 
Chamber of Commeroe in Chwnpore, pointed out the need for industrial peio u. nnd 
the way to that peace. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Commission issued a questionnaire. The Oommissloa 
will tour several other provinces with a view to comparing the level of rents and 
the oonditton of ryots there, with those of Bengal. 

16tli. A communique by the Government of India staled that the Government had 
no intention of aRowing a lowering of the present Bxqhsnge Value of the rupee. \ 

Mr. £L G. Wells, the eminent author, in an interview in Bombay staM 
that he oould not agree that tiie policy of non-violenoe was a panacea for the 
world’s present troubles. ___ 

The Ooiigress Working Committee disfOildnrHM^VNVlRMBrT*^^ 
not oome to any definite oonolnsions. 


) IfiE IKDIAH AKHUAL BAQISIEB [ 16 om. ’8B- 

T oensaumy of laylog the foaniation etoiie of the Agriooltiiiil 

Ibstitate ^Dioea» the Bengu Freoler referred to the Miiiiilrj’e aohm for Im* 
pwiDg ^prleolto hi the piofiiioe. ^ 

. %^iur al foe MadrM District Politiosl OonforeDoey Mrs. Ssrcjini Naido referred 
to Fedeidbn aad the eemaiiiial qaeatioii. 


Iffo. ;llahatBBa Gandhi in an article in the Harijan replied to eritloisms lerdled 
egainst his an^l to Jews in Genyotany to practise the creed of riolenoe. 

A tenati^ prognmine of work for the Assam Ministry was prepared by the 
OajDgress Fsesideat aad the parliamentary sab-oommittee. 

Under foe caption *Red tape**, Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Harijan, *lf foe 
.^liinlMers are to oope with their new responsibility, they mast disoorer the art of 
biiroiag red tape**. 

IMi. ' His Bzo^lenoy Sir Roger Lnmiey, Governor of Bombay, stressed the valne of 
of the work tf the Historical Records Commission at the opening of the snssioii 
of the Commission at Poona. 

Nawabsada liaqat All Khan, Secretary of the All India Moslem League,, apeafcmg 
al Nagpnr stated that Moslems desired. an hononrable settlement with the Oangress 
bnt no agreement could be arrived at so long as the Congress was not prepared 
to recognize the League as the only representative organization of In£an Mealed 


19ib. An important statement on the prospects of Federation waa made by Hie 
Ezcellenoy the Yioeroy in opening the annual meeting of the Associafed Chambers 
of Commerce io'^Calouita. \ 

Sir Mohsmed Zafrulla. Khan and Mr. A. J. Raisman are to suocBed Sir N. N. 
Sircar and Sir James Grigg as the Law Member and the Finance Member to the 
Government of India, respectivelv* Dewan Bahadur Sir A. Bamaswami Mndaliar 
will succeed Sir Mohamed Zafrullah Khan as ICommerce Member. 

20th. Presiding at the annual general meetinglof the Federation of Employers in 
Oaloutta, Sir Edward Benthal stated that the\ employers were determined that 
labour should have a fair deal. \ 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah issued a statement on the yiceroy*6 appeal to give the Federal 
scheme a trial. In this connexion he criticizdd the working of provincial auto* 
Domy in the Congress provinces. 

An appeal to the Yioeroy to remove the "ag1y\ features** of Federation was made 
by Mr. Satyamnrthi at a speech in Bombay. 


21aL Unequivooal support for the Federal plan waS voiced W Sir Edward Benthall, 
President, speaking at a meeting of the Council of the Enropean Assooiation in 
Caloutti. 

The congress President, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a statement on the 
Yioeroy*8 speech in Oaloutta said that His Exoollenoy’s epeeeh did not oall for a 
change in the Congress attitnde towards Federation. 

An appeal for a better understanding between landlords and tenants was made 
\ by the Bengal Minister for Revenue in opening an exhibition at Port Canning. 

The possibility of Congress forwarding a* positive demand for Puma Swaraj and 
mfoing use of sanotions if the British Government persisted with foe FMsral 
Plan *wae iadioated Ay Mr* Subhas Chandra Bose. 


22bA. The Central Advisory Board of Eduoation, appointed to consider the 
Wardha SdMdion eoheme publiahed a report with {be following observations* 
**A1I oritiQismB direotly or Indireotly implying that ohild^Jabour is to be exploited 
for eoonomio purposes, so foat the ecboola can be wholly or even partially self- 
supporting is IrreJevant. Critiee, therefore, who believe that the eoboola will be 
ibdimtsiil or vooational in foe narrow senee and that the eyetem to intended, to 
force yonng children into prescribed vocatiooe have not appreciated foe real 
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inid. lb. - SityMiiirthi rafaf»I Hr. Jimh'i tfaKhNiMiit t« Dm «htat tM mtfaf > 
0 ialMtoBdBj WM sat liuetioi^ dtinoeratio liott ia tiia Onigrm aiiidiili- 
pcofhM. 

24ih. IfahatiM GaodU writing in the HerHen es Diatriet Bonrdib sogganted tefonna 
in Mttnioipel Mias with a view to their lofaing thaaaalfaa into hrigato for 
aattoaat aarrioe. 

Mr* Jhuiahv tiie Pmidant-aleot of the Moriaas Liagae aaaaiQO* waa aooorded a 
great reoaptioa oa hie arriral at Pataa. ^ 

The Saooadarj fiMation Oommittae of OrliSia rsoommeaded the profiBoia- 
liastieB of a large aanhdr ef aidad aohoota in tha |wo?iaoe«, 

9Slh. The SMh Pramiar had aeraral intarriewa with the Ieader->of tha ^poaitioa 
in the Sindh Aasambtp with a view to arrifiag at a oompromiae ofar the 
aainisterial tangle in tha profiaoe. 

The Focaat Committee in Beagai iaaned a q,aestioimaire oa fhrest preaenratlon 
in the provinoe. 

'Sir Kkaadar^Hyat Khan at Lahore amphaaized the need for military traiiiing 
ef Indiaos* ^ 

2 Sllh imkot trouble ended— The 'DorM agreed to the grant of respontible Goaein- 
H»nt; The eomprdmiae was arrhred at after a hmt to heart talk between 
Sardar Patel and the Thakore laating for seferallkoara. 

The 26th. aeaaion of. the. All India Moslem League aesaion eommenoed. 
Hr. 8. A. Aziz, ohairman of tne Reception Committee delivered hia addrean 
followed by the President, Mr. M. A. Jinoah who attaoked Mahatma Gandhi . 
lor giving to Congress what he termed a fiindn ontlook and Hindu Ideals. 

27th. A resolution favouring the launohiog of civil diaobedienoe in Bihar, the 
United Provinces and tlie Central Provinoea was paaaed at the open Benioii 
of the All India Moslem League at Patna. 

The Satyagraha movement by the State Congress Partier in Biykot and 
Hyderabad suspended. 

Presiding over the Depressed daases Conference at Erode, Mr. M. 0. Baja 
paid a tribute to the British Qovernment, saying that the Congress Ministries 
were only oontinuing the good work done by the British. 

28tli. The Ah India Moslem League passed a resolution oritioizing BritiBh 
po^^in Palestine. A resolution on the agitation in Indian States was also 

The thirteenth session of the AU Xadia Womea^s Conference is meefing in 
Delhi. . 

Annonucements with regard to responsible Government were made in two 
States, Benares and Ramdoorg. 

Mr. S. Satyamurthi, presiding over the second session of the All India 
Local Belf-Qovernmeot Oonierenoe in Calont^ urged the abolitiou ol aaeleaa 
kx^iea and praised the time honoured institution of village panohayats. 

Mr. Y. D. Savankar, Presldeut-Eieot of thd 80th Annual Hindu Maha- 
sabha, arrived at Nagpur.' Mr. M. :Q. Ohitnavis, Chairmau of the Beoeption 
Committee, said, '^We foel that the Congress has no right to atand oa 
behalf of the Hiodns and bargain our rights to a third pmrty without 
ooosulting us. Mr. Y. D. Savarkar, in the course of his presideBtial address 
said, Hindus made the Congress what it is today, but it has suddenly 
turned against us who raised it to a poaition of power over osome seven 
Pcoriaoea in India.” He predicted, Hindus will fight auii^haiided sad win 
the ooontry’B freedom. 

29th. In Bombay, Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel speaking on the agitation lor 
reaponaible Qovemment in the States, said, Rolaca and people are left to 
theamelTes the problem in each State will be eaaBy and peaoefoUy settled,'* 



THE lirniAN AKimAL REOIBTER 
Att anfi-war reaoliiiion moTed bj Mra. T. L, Pandit 




An anfi-war raaolniion moTed bj Mra. T. L. Pandit waa ^nnaiftnoad j 
adapind by tbe All-India Woman’a Conferenoe at Delhi. ^ 

Mr. Jtanah attacked the Oongreas Party and referred te the arreata of 
people in Madras in oonnezion nith the Anti-Hindi agitation and the 
firing in Bombay over the Trades Dispntes Aot. 


fiOtb. The Hindn Mahasabha at its open session at Nagpur passed a resolution 
aepepting Federation as being In tbe interest of the solidarity of the 
S.ndu oommunity. ^ / 

Mr.' P. N. Sapm stressed on the wisdom of choosing Dominion Status 
as the goal of India at the annual oonfereaoe of Iho ‘Indian Liberal Federation 
in Bombay! 

An appeal for communal unity, partioularly in Bengalj. waa made by Mr. 8. 
Satyamuithi in an address in Oalcutts on *Btate and fieligioo.*’ 

Sir Henry Oidaey, on his retnm from England said m a speeoh at Bombay, 
that the time waa not far off when. the leaders of all oommnnities in India gmuid 
coalesce. " ■ 

The All India Local Self-Oorernment Conference adopted rcadutiona faTOuring 
joint electorates in tfucicipsl administration, and making >onng at local bodies 
election compulsory. . 

^Understand politics and do not be blindly led by a few MelUgeut leaders”, ^ 
said Pandit Nehru addressing 50^ kisass at a pe)iticri*oonfseence m the United 
ProTinees. 


3 let Several speakers at the National libera! Federation criticised (be Congress >. 
Lzeontivo for .its ioterferenoe in the administration of Ministries in tbe Provinces. 

A committee to devise means for tbe formnlation of a scheme for imparting 
military training *^o Eshatriyas was formed at the Conference of the All-India 
Khatriya Mahasabha 'n Calcutta. ^ 

The United Provinoes Folitioal Conference passed C resolution ezprepaing tbe 
view that proviuoial autonomy was too restricted for effective progress and 
rejecting the Federal scheme. 

A request for greater facilities for Indians in the country’s defence forces *WaB " 
made at the National Liberal Federation. ' 



INDIA IN HOME POLITY 

INTRODUCTION 

The events and developments in India ibd outside daring the time, 
Hhe last six months of 1038^ /that form^ the sulqeot matter of this study, 
represent a time of disappointment and disillusionment, 
of “retreat” of democracy as people generally 

understand it to ‘be. Both inside and outside the 
country, these events and developments have made 
men and women cynics, losing faith in principles and policies for 
which they have suffldr^ and sacriBced. The beginning of the period 
marked the end of a year of Congress “rule” in the^ majority of the 
provinces of India, '^thin the limits of the constitutional arrange- 
ments made by the Government of India Act of 1935, all the Ministries, 
Congress or non-Congress, have been trying to bring some measure of 
relief to the masses, to heal up certain of the wounds that centuries 
of neglect, of exploitation, have inflicted on the body politic. Bent, 
revenue and debts have hoen scaled down ; the rights of the cultivator 
to the fruits of his labour have been recognised ; his ownership of the 
soil is all but recognised ; and he and the labourer in fields and 
&otories occupy the centre of the stage in the evolving life of India 
to-day. A breath of fresh air has been wafted into “the authoritarian 
atiuDsphere of India” ; new hopes have risen in hearts overlaid with 
frustrations of centuries ; new visions of better life float before the 
people's eyes. This mood of hopes and doubts was described by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after the fateful decision of the Indian 
National Congress allowing Ministries to function in its name and 
on its behalf 

the responsibility is o- js in the eyes of the people ; end if we. cannot 
disoharffe these to their satisfaction, if hopes eie nofnlailed and visions unrealised, 
the biMen of disillusion will also be ours. We have to keep the right perspective 
always before ns, the object for which the Oongress stands, the independence of 
India and the ending of the poverty of the people. We have at the same time to 
labour for smaller ends which bring some immediate relief to the masses. We 
have to act simnltaneonsly on this doable front/’ 

The disappointment and disillusionment that have overtaken many 
of us in India are to be traced to the feeling that in accepting the 
Ministries and in guiding the administrative machinery 
the leaders of the Congress, its guides and philosophy 
appear to be neglecting the objective for which 
successive generations have been striving— the indepen- 
dence of India. Small reforms are enemies of the great re-form and 
re-consiruotion of human life. In India we are witnessing an example 
of this debaolci say the critics inside the Congress. He masses appear 
to be dissatisfied ; strikes and movements are unmistakable 

evidences of this dissatisfaction ; leaders may have helped to give 
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«xprewfoD to tUsi bat tiie a««d*plota mnot have been toa^ 
wat yw iwr ^ in e?«nr provineeb Hie ohuMee aleo i^ipear to be dieeatbfiea. 
They have bees oalled apoo to make material aaorifleea without odildi 
niitt ooald not be brom^t to tiie maaeeis ; for Stearaj they were and 
ar» pnpaiwl tp make aaerifiees, to make the anpreme aaorifioe. Bat that 
S»or^ ia oot vieible on the horiaoo. So they think and ao they led 
and uv are diisatkfied They unload thdr disaatulaotion on the head 
of tiw leaderahip of thy country. They think and feel that they are 
entided to a rehixation of the diwnpline now tbat the fight with Britieh 
ImperiUiam haa resulted in the oeonpation of ewtain of the stratesje 
pomons hitherto under its eontrol and in its possession. These appear 
to be Ae psyohologtoai bustors inflaeneing the growth of that impatienoe 
tiiat is directing exoited attacks on the Ministries in all the provinoes 
of IndiSt on the leadership of the National Organisation. This 
impatience shows that tiie majority of. the people have not yet been 
trained into those habits of constrnetiye thinking and activity that oan 
bnild a new national life on foundations broad*based on the seU^respeot 
and self-knowledge of the widest commonalty oi the redm. To an 
observer of the Indian scene these marks and notes of immatnrity 
appear as pangs of the birth that must seek and find its fulfilment in 
a new sense of responsibility for everything that happens in India, for 
which we cannot much longer hold the external authority responsible 
before God and men. 

This ^Bsatisfdction amongst the classes had one out»bnrst on the 
occasion of the Ministerial changes made in the Centnil Provinces and 
„ _ _ Berar. It is a peculiar story which exposed all the 
forces of duunity in the country, individual and sec- 
— tj. tional, personal and regional The Premier of the 

Province, Dr. Narayan Bbaskar Kbare, resigned on 
the 20tb. Jnly, 1938 along with two of his colleagues ; be called upon 
the three others to resign in pursuance of the parliamentary convention 
that thei resignation cif the Premier required the resignation of the 
whole Ministry. These three gentlemen refused to resign, roecially in 
view of the ^t that the Working Conunittee of tiie All India Con- 
gress Committee, the supreme Executive of the organisation. Was due 
to meet in three or four days’ tim'*, on the 23rd. July. The Governor 
of the provinces called upon these three Ministers to resign and on 
their refnsing to do so pending advice and instruction from the Parlia- 
mentary Bub-Committee of the Congress Working Committee, they 
were dismissed and a new Ministry was formed with Dr. Kluu’e as 
Vernier. This was the Ministerial crisis that startled India in the last 
week of July, 1938, and precipitated a controversy that was marked by 
bitterness and a spirit’ll mut^ recrimination unusual in recent history. 
Qnestions of parliamentary and constitutional propriety were rus^ 
that touched and pointed tomrds far-reaching principles of democratic 
Government s^ to be put into jeopardy by the methods adopted by 
tiie Woiking Committee of the Congress to give a quietus to the 
eritis. 

Ihiriwg the oontioverqr that fcdlowed, pointed expression was givsa 
to dm tIsv tiuit tho criti* vm doe to tiw ineompatibility of the fomibgi 
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and ieattnento, tha intereats and ambitiona, of tlie two 
^ . ; in the province that were divided by differeneea 

"***^^^^ in tbe language apoken in them — the Mahratta-apeaking 
iIm abb Hindi-apeaking areaa of the province. Hie majority 

of the membera of the Central Provincea and Berar 
Aaaembly belongM to and repreaented tbe Htndi-apeaking area known aa 
the ^ab^oahal province in the Congreaa geo^phy. Owing to difterencea 
between the leadfra of thia group, each one i|ying to be Premier, that 
high position went to Dr. Ehare who had heSSm-y upholding the Congreaa 
eauae in the Congreaa province of Nagpur. It waa also said that latterly 
the Mohakoahal leaders had made up their differeneea^ and wanted to 
wrest the position from Dr. Ehai^e. Personal and group considorationa 
hav(^ played their part in politics, and there ia nothing strange if they 
did so in (Creating difficulties in the 'Central Provinces and Berar Ministry. 
One can imagine the ez-^Premier of the province being driven to 
desperation by the constant pressure (ff his colleagues who were with- 
holding team-work. Dr. Share’s statement went to show that almost 
from the very beginning the Ministry had been divided.; that before a year 
was out four of the Ministers had placed their resignations in the hands 
of the Premier, and could only be persuaded to withdraw them at the 
request of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee ; that the Panchmarhi 
Compromise in May, 1938, was forced on the Ministers by the attitude 
of the Assembly Congress Party, the majority of whom -threatened that 
either the Ministers must make up their differences or they must be 
prepared, all of them, to step down from these high poritions. CimrgeB 
of nepotism and jobbei^ had been brought i^inst individual ministera 
in the Press, and the Premier was charged with being too docile in the 
hands of the permanent services. Tbe blunder of Mr. Shareef, Minister 
in charge of Law, in releasing a Muslim prisoner, a former inspector 
of schools charged with the Uneous offence of insult to the chastity of 
a woman, without cousultiog other members of the Cabinet, reveal^ a 
certain state of discordance in the Ministry, palling down the prestige 
of the Congress. This was the back-ground of the crisis that overtook 
the province. 


The oondemnation of the C. P. and Berar Premier by the Working 
CharsM afrinit Committee on July 26, which was ratified at the full 

Dr. Kfanre session of the All-India Congress Committee in 

September follovviog, did not take into consideration these personal 
and regional factors. The resolution of the Working Committee is 
quoted below : — 

‘‘titer having heard the Parliamentary Sub-Oommittee and given anxious eon- 
sideratioc to the oireumBtances that have happened since the agreement arrived at 

in Panchmarhi between the Ministers and after having hsd several interviews 

with Dr. Khare, the Working Committee bava reiuotautJy come to the coaclaaion 
that by a series of acts committed by Dr. Ehare culminating in hia resignation 
of hia charge and demanding resignation of bis colleagues of their charges, Dr. 

Ehare was guilty of grave error of judgment fie was also guilty of indisoiplioe 

in that ha acted in spite of warning against any precipitate action.” 

“fiia resiguatiOD was the first direct cause of the exercise for the first time 
since the acceptance of office by the Congress by a Governor of bis special powers 

whereby Dr. Ehare’s three colleagues were dismissed Dr. Ehare was further 

guilty of indiscipline in accepting the invitation of the Governor to form a new 
Mioistry, and contrary to practice, of which he was aware, In aotusily forming 
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a Mir Mtaktry Md taking tim oath of allwiaDoe withont refennoa to tha Puli- 
■wtaij Sab-Oonmittae and An 'Working Committoet npeeUllr when he knew (hak 
die oaetiDgi of Uieae bodlai wen imminent." 


In tihe letter addresaed to the Governor anbmittiiv hia aeoond 
rerisnatioD m Premier, Dr. Share admitted that he had oome to realiae 
u n- n f anbmittins bia firat reaigoatioD, and in forming a 

"Mad ina * Cabinet he bad “aote^ naatUy and committed an 
wMhtag torror of* jiicbtment.” The admiaaion ooold have bnt 
one meaning and that waa that the Parliamentary Sob* 
Oomndttee and the Workira Committee had the final aay in the matter 
of oonatitnting or re-oonatitatiiig Miniatriea in the provineea that would 
WMk in ita name and on ita bwalf. Dr. E[hare'a atatemant of July 25 
conceded and accepted the validity of thia claim. **! alao wiah to make 
it dear thatif the Congteee High Command ia iwepared to decide that 
the iHiole of the firat Oongteaa Cabinet Miniatera ahonld go, and that 
riz newGong^ ii.l,A.’a ahonld be aelected to form a new Cabinet 
I wiO be wuling to accept that propoaition”. Ho explanation except a 
momentary fit of exaaperafion can explain the deoiaion of Dr. Share to 
predp i tate mattera in the way he did. And a aentenoe in a letter of 
Maulana Abnl Salam And dated ,Taiy 14, muat have firat anggeated to 
Dr. Share that he could make or unmake tibe Ifiniatry — *‘And in caae 
of their default, they (Dr. Share'a oolleaguea) unll be reaponaiUe for it 
and your position as a Prime Minister mil be strengthened, if you do 
not msh to work mth them, and take others in their place, (The iUtiiea 
ate ours). The italidaed words, as we said before, suggested to Dr. Share 
the line of approach to removing the difficulties in his way created by a 
number ot hia coUeagues in the Cabinet. He must have been furdier 
strengthened in his impression by the "Instrument of Instruetiona” 
issued for the jraidanoe of Congress Hiniatries and in an indirect 
Bunnw of the Governors of provinces, by Sardar Vailabhbhai Patd as 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Board on July 30, 1937, soon liter 
Coimress Ministers assumed office : 

"m view ^ of the eolleotire nspoaiibilit; of the Cabinet, and in riew of the 
nisent poanion of the Congreae Party which is naturally not very strone, the 
wvernors ahonid be requested to deal with the Prime Mieiateu. The ptaoUce of 
the Gomnors calling indiridual Ministers should not be started or must be dis> 
conraged. On special occasions individual Ministers may be called with the 
oonaent of Um Prime Ministers." 

These most have been the anggeationa, direct and indire ct , *li»* 
Cn.m«iiLr Kharc to make the fateful decision 

made, a knowle^ and appreciation of which 
were necessary for understanding the affa i r that 
has been the cause of ao much controvert^ and 
Miternesa in Indian politios. 

The Working Committee of the Congress passed judgment on tiie 
Governmr of the province, in the following terms * 

Working Committee has alao come to the conclusion that the aoveraor of 
^ OenM Ptovtaees has rihown by ths ugly bute with which he turned night lam 
day and forced the otisis that hu overtaken the province, that Iw wu to 
weaken and diaeNdit the Oongieas in so far as it lay in him to do so." ^ 

There is no mmuimr of doubt tiiat &e Governor was onnattfaiHftnniiy 
correct in acting on the advice of the Premier, Dr. Ehare i he may in 
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I to have followed the Coomsli 'Instrameiit of losCmo- 
above. Bat what was ooDstitutioDally correct miaht not be 
Sent. The Governor was not well-advised in accepting so 
nee of his Premier ; he should , have coanaelled patience to 
Miftlly when he knew that the Working Committee, the 
ntive of the Congress, would be meeting in his neii^bonr- 
lid take cognisance of the matters that divided the 
llnre to observe this reticence kM his action open to 
Ing and made it liable to the co^mnation put on it by 
Committee. 


The personal considerations and grievances apart, the way in which, 
the methods by which, the Working Committee of the Congress imposed 
its decision on D*. Shmre and his colleagues came in 
for the widest criticism fiom the Press and the pdblic 
Dnided of India. These ways and methods have been criticised 
and condemned as ways that lead to dictatorship, 
methods that consolidate the powers of autocracy and oligarchy. And 
the speeches and writings of members of the Working Committee, and 
of its (pide and philosopher, Mahatma Gandhi, has deepened the 
conviction that the Congress has been trying to estabHsh ^ the dictator- 
Aip of a party, though the party may be the most organised represen- 
tative of Indian feelings, the most powerful instrument for the advancement 


of Indian interests, for the defence of Indian self-respect Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, a member of the Working Committee, in course of his 
speech moving the resolution on the Khare aftair et the meeting of the 
All India Oongress Committee held at Delhi in September compared the 
hierarchy of the Congress to that of the British bureaucracy in India ; 
referring to the Congress organisation be said : *We have erected this 
structure in the same manner in which the British administration is 


being run. We have our own Secretary of State, our own Governor- 
General, Governors and officials down to the village patwariJ^ An^ 
criticising those who talked of democratic principles being involved inv 
the solution of the 0. P. and Berar Ministerial problem, Dr. Pattabhi 
showed an impatience of the checks and balances that are' a part of 
democratic Government : 


there is any person who imagines that our siructnre should be snbordinatBd 
to the flimsy notions of democraoy and parliamentary eonrentloDS, let that person 
remember that we are in a stage of transition. Those goody goody notions of 
eoustitational propriety are not applioable to the Oongress in the present condi- 
tions prerailiog in the country 


Mahatma Gandhi has been as uncompromisiug both in his criticism 
of Dr. Khare, of the Governor of C. P. and Berar, and of the critics 
**Taclt compad of the Working Committee. In an article in ‘Harijan’ 
between the Bri- he has explained the reasons for which Dr. Khare was 
UshGoeemaMt condemned by the Working Committee— his indiscipline 
* in confronting it with a ^ange of Ministry three or 

four days before his action would come to it for ratification and 
approvid, keeping it in the dark on a matter that touched the honour 




tbe ''spirit of the tseit eompiet betireen the ^tish Government 
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the 'V^ntleman’i agreement in wideb both are ezpeoted 

to play tbe icame/’ The logic of this line of thoagfat has been 
woridDg ont in conduct of both the parties to the unwritten 
agieement ; they agiee to refuse to exploit the difficulties of each other. 
It explains many of the developments in Indian politics which appear 
to people as switching the fighting organisation to ways of peace. 

Gandhi has been no less emphatic in repudiating the 
charges, that the Working Committee has been shaping 
laSss nal aeam *^ itself after the pattern of the Fascist Grand Council. 

He asserted that the Working Committee is not likely 
to develop like this as it is anchored in non-violence, 
though it may talk the language of war. The functions of the Congress 
in organising the forces and resources of the people are explained 
as fouowB : 

**For iotemsl growth tnd admioistration, it it at good a demoeratio organitatioo 
as SDj to be founded in the world. But this demoeratio organiaation baa been 
brought into bdug to fight the greatest impertaliai power living. For this external 
work, thmioie, It has to be likened to an army. As anoh it ceases to be demooraiie. 
The eentral authority possesses plenary powers enabling it to impose and enforce 
dieeipline on the yarioue units working under it. Provincial organisatione and 
Provincial Parliamentary Boards are subject to the central authority*'. 

Mahatma (Gandhi’s elucidation of the question that was agitating the 
public mind for months since July, 1938, is true to the facts of life. 

The fear that this discipline may develop into authori- 
tarianism in society and State is genuinely and widely 
"" waive ^ Experience has told the world that the use of 

the language of democracy, of the democracy machi- 
neiy of dections, voters, committees does not halt the possibility of 
individual «ud group dictatorship. This may be so. But Qandhiji^s 
prescripdoD of non-violence ofifers a safety valve to the generation of 
any such tendency* No better has been offered. And fhe human mind 
moat oonfiaue to wrestle with the problem of reconciling discipline with 
democracy. Because in human mind the urge to discipline and to 
democracy, eonecioos and unconscious, is found existing almost side by 
side for the organkatioo of that oomi^ete personality that has been the 
quest of all human endeavoura in individual, group and social life in its 
widest ramifications. 


A little further analysis may be made of the grievance about tota* 
litaxian tendencies said to be developing in the leadership of the politi- 
cal movement in India. In the name of democracy in 
economic and political life, in the hope of establishing 
* this in these two spheres of social life, many restric- 
tions have, in recent history, been placed on the 
freedom of the individual and of tbe group in Soviet Russia, in 
Germany, in Italy. This development has led to the intensification of^ 
a feeling of despair of democracy. These restrictions and encroach* 
ments have by their violence made the human heart sick, and the 
human mind sceptical of any human ingenuity being able to reconcile 
discipline with democracy ; they have generated a violence of resentment 
against all forms of discipline. The pmoning of human life discussions 
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about wUoh are snob a feature of modern life !• oomiog to be regarded 
by an iodfeasing number of men and women as an abomination, and 
toe primitive anarchy of human nature ie struggling to assert itself. 
For building a new social life on newer foundations immense abridge* 
ments of liberty and . almost wholesale suspension of elementary 
human rights, hai^e b^en taking place all over the world that 
offend the deeper ii^nots of us all. For, it k not reasonable to ex- 
pect that planning can be carried on consisteni^ among free men, that 
is to say, among men who have their own plan#^ for their own lives, 
or that planning in the full sense of (he term is possible where 
discussion is free, or that a social order can be managed 
if those who compose it are not regimented. The experiences of the 
last two dlBcades have taught the world more dirough its instincts than 
through any rationalised study of the whole thing that in a planned 
society no liberty is tolerable that would delay or hinder the etecntion 
of the plans ; that any completely planned economy ends in the setting 
up of an authoritarian State. 

It is thoughts aud fears like these that should be recognised as 
partly explaining the outburst of anger and resentment on the occasion 
wu j Berar Ministerial crisis. The same 

opposition had manifested itself when Mr. Nariipau was 
taken through the purgatory a year back, though it 
did not attain the all-India character as that which we 
have been diseussiog here. But Mahatma Gandhi has put the issues 
pladnly and unambiguously before the Indian public. The Congress is 
an instrument forged by the instinct of self-preservation and sdf- 
defence on the part of the Indian people ; it is an instrument of offence 
and defence in the fight for the freedom of the country, for the 
capture of political power, The imperialist Power against which it 
directs its attacks and from whose attacks it most protect itself is as 
highly organised an instrument of coercion as modern science and 
human ingenuity can make it. This machinery has been trying through 
the more than one-hundred and seventy-five years to mould us into 
forms of humanity that would serve its purpose and add to its glory. 
In that process of the re-making of the moolds of our social life^ of 
the re-shaping of the Indian people, the inherited traditions that are the 
piarks and notes of Indian civilisation, the symbols of India’s self-respect, 
have been flattened out, many of them twisted beyond recognition. 
Indian protest against this process has been ringing load since the 
beginning of the century when Bengal registered it with her life- 
blood. Since then it has been'" waxing stronger till today the whole of 
India is in revolt against the attempt at the aid>ver8ion of a great 
cnlture. This has broome possible, this has been made possible be^nse 
we have imposed on onrselves some sort of a discipline that 

would so harden us that we can withstand the blows, and 
strengthen the nerves of our uuderstandiog to resist and stand up to 
the pretensions of the great imperialist Power, the greatest in the 
modern world. Since the fonndation of th^ Indian National Congress when 
prefatory steps for a national orgsoisation were first taken roand which 
would slowly and naturally be gathering the diverse nnits of our 
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coattoaDtal -'ooontry ao that io the ordering of oatore and in the 
fttUneaa of time it may provide the Indian people with an alternative 
Ooveroment The growing intensity of the fight between Indian Nationa- 
lism and British Imperialism has been driving it home into our 
oonsdonsness that the nation mnst put itself into more strenuous 
di8oipline« mnst oonsent to put itself into prolongi^ training in body 
and mindi mnst accept the control and sacrifice of natural iustiiicts so 
these may be snblimated itfto that strength of human steel that 
alone ban wrest power from alien hands and through eternal vigilance 
the self-interest and the self-respect of the nation. Mahatma 
Gandhi has been trriog through these twenty years to carry the country 
along a particular line of discipline, of self-organisation that has enabled 
the nation to evolve a certain amount of strength, to reach certain of its 
minor objectives. For the attainment of Swaraj he expects and desires 
that the same process of discipline, more extended and more intensified, 
should continue. But doubts have raised their heads about the wisdom of 
this discipline, question marks have been put against the possibility of 
this discipline e**er leading the nation to that free and independent life 
thaliti the mark and note of a self-respecting nation, self-assured as 
snch, and accei^ed by the free nations of the world as an equal 
amongs equals. 


The doubts and qnesliotiings that have been assailing the pnblic 
ndnd of In& in relation to the methods followed by the In&n 
ftk. National Congress in the pursuit of its ideal of nation- 
fniiii Sn independence under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi are part of those that have been challenging 
all the world over all the accepted values of human 
oondoctf individual and social. It has to be recognised that modem 
Qfe and its institotions are the products of the Illuinination that burst 
fintii in France. Through her connection with Britain, India was brought 
into intimate spiritual and physical contact with the forces that re-made 
Enrcpe and America daring the last fifty years of the 18th oentnry. These 
years saw the birth of a new ideal—the oiganisation of the world on 
fatmnal rather than on historical lines. Emboldened by the new easiness 
of life promised and effected by the progress of scientific knowledge and 
its exploitation in the service of hnmanity, many thinkers thought and 
believed that it would be possible to oonsCmct a new society free from 
all tiie defects to whidi tim former miseries in the life of societies were 
due. The idea of the ratiooal ordering of the world filled the minds of 
18di coBtory British thinkm and French philosophers. To the En- 
cydopi^istB the history of the past was the history of despotism, of 
sope^tioa,of (he e^loitation of the poor and the weak, of the fmstra- 
tions of their lives. They believed and acted on the belid that the powers 
of reason would create a new world of equal opportunities and a new 
mdbl stability reared on the contentment of all, and upheld by know^ 
kdg$ spread amongst widest commonslty. This belief was the driving 
power of the great upheaval known to history as the French BevOlntioa 
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heaven, bat of builduis an earthly kingdom where liberty, equality and 
fraternity would be sprinfi^s of human conduct. In our own country 
Baja Bam Mohan Boy welcomed the French Bevolution in this spirit ; 
he represented India welcoming tbe modern spirit and its achievements. 


The French- Bevolution did not realise all the hopes of the philoso- 
phers. The Napoleonic episode was an evidence of this failure and 
, disappointment The great Consut^d Emperor, brought 
tents, coming late into Im revolution *only 
to Revolution understood the material and the interested side ; he had 
no faith in the moral wants which had given rise to it^*, 
to quote the judgment of Mignet on him. But unconsciously to himself 
he was the hammer of the Bevolution that battered down many of the 
walls of separatism outside his country. To quote the same writer 
again, he gave, 


^'Amidst all the disastrous results of his system, a prodigious impulse to the 

continent ; his armies carried with them the ideas and customs of the more advanc- 
ed civilisation of France. Napoleon effected for the material condition of States 

what the Revolution had done for the minds of men. The blockade completed the 
impulse of conquest ; it improved continental industry, enabling it to take the place 

of that of Eegiaud Thus Napoleon, by agitating nations, contributed to their 

civilisation.*’ 

This is an almost unescapable development in human affairs, a 
revolution followed by autocracy. 


The 19th century saw also the birth of new ideals of social organi-* 
sation. It was hop^, and a part of the hope has been realised, that 
Er f c science would enable people to produce goods so easily 

imperiLltot and abundantly that men^ and women would be freed 

from the necessity of slaving for their material needs 
as they did in the past, that science and knowledge 
would make it possible to frame laws so clearly necessary that there 
would be no necessity for the use of the restrictive powers of the 
State to compel people to obey them. For a time these hopes showed 
promises of fulfilment Countries floated on floods of creative energy 
into empires exploiting virgin countries. Taking Britain, for example, 
one can trace the history thus. Since the Crimean war there was ex- 
pansion of wealth and swelling of her empire to unimagined bulk. 
Prestige, more valuable than wealth, soared up and London became the 
clearing house of world trade, the dictator of world finance. In the 
halo of this development people were in no mood to notice that wealth 
was getting less and less common as the Commonwealth was expanding, 
and tiiere appeared to be no indication anywhere but that life would 
go on getting pleasanter. In such a world that seemed pre-destined to 
happiness and the superfluity that goes with it, the mood naturally was 
to increase and multiply. Expanding wealth sanctified such a conviction. 
The ideal type of manhood and the admired type of womanhood were 
those that stood for stable homes built up by manly men, and fertile 
homes reared up by happy wo* ^en* The products of these homes far< d 
forth to the ends of the eartl o conquer aod occupy new lands for the 
greater gbry of Britain*— that came to be taken for a symbol of the 
bounty of a benevdeBt Ood. 
fi 
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The war of 1914-18 dashed all these hopes to the croand. Scientists 
Plaa of Bod philosophers still hoped that these could be 

Uahwcsal IMteipiiiw renovated by eliminating the anarchy of com- 

peting nationalisms and by the organisation of a 
Lei^tae of Nations. H. G. Wells wrote in 1907 : 

*'BamaDity to-day behafca wUh the inefTectifeneBS of chaos instead of Batisfyina 
Sts needs with the effectiveness of any army. For, the anarchist efforts of indivi- 
dnalB must be substitated by a world -plan and nniversal discipline.*’ 

The compulsions imposed during the war by the State on men and 
women and which had been tolerated by them as a price to be paid at 
the altar of their country’s freedom, the restrictions on 
Power in hands abridgements of civil liberty during the war years, 

Proletariat pavcd the Way for that dictatorship, that is a feature 
of modem State organisation to-day, for that ""world 
plan and universal discipline” of H. G. Wells’ ideril world. This idea 
of a super-organisation in which individuals shall be as mere cogs ip 
the wheel had been made popular by the rise of Marxism which since 
1848 had been preaching that the French Revolution had failed 
because it had failed to abolish the class system, and had substituted 
the domination of one class by that of another— the bourgeoisie had dis- 
placed the aristocrats, and feudal privileges had been exchanged for 
capitalist privileges. The real revolution would come when power would 
be placed into the hands of the proletariat, the workers in fields, 
factories and mines, who were the only producers of wealth. In 1938 it 
is difficult to be sustained by such hopes. The Russian revolution has 
worked out on the plane of ideas exactly like previous revolutions. It 
has also resulted in the rise to power of a new class, mostly recruited 
from the bourgeoisie — the bureaucrats and technicians. In most of the 
countries of Europe, the death of these hopes have given birth to Fas- 
cism, supported by the middle class, the lower middle class, who were 
being ground down between the nether stone of labour and the upper 
stone of capital. 

The result is a great uneasiness in the air, an uneasiness that has 
made its way into Sie minds of men and women in all their various 
relationships. The generation that had lived before 
f**jf***l *j**^wl* years have very few representatives living to- 

iSd day. The generation that in its youth bad passed 
through the war years, through its exaltations and 
idealisms, that had been feted and feasted as heroes for whom a grate- 
ful country would build homes fit for heroes to live in, that generation 
stood disenchants. They have seen great empires vanishing and coun* 
tries changing hands as smoothly as over a counter. They had been 
partners in a great victory. In the victorious countries people would 
find it difficult to believe it if history did not tell them so. After two 
or three hectic years of a factitious prosperity and dreams of unending 
reparation payments, the heroes of the war found thems^ves starving 
and pa rading through the streets with military decorcKons on their 
chests. Their sons and daughters have inherited this disQlusionnienb 
Dwiudlii^ incomes ^ve given bfeth to a new code and philosoifiqr of 
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life. The vbta of unending progreas appears to be narrowing as science 
has made die world eroaller. Disodntent and doubt have invaded the 
fundamental beliefs on which modern civilisation was built up. The 
most thou^tful of men and women are most active in calling for a 
retreat and going back to the unadorned simple beauty of life. Those 
that lived their lives before the advent of these factors of doubt and 
discontent cannot understand the troubles that have set in. Those 
who have lived through this disillusionment have jpp time to mourn for 
the wreckage. They break from the ruins ; for, sle goes on and will 
have no denial. This is a world-wide phenomenon. Without the ex- 
cuse of a war near our doors, our country has been silently but surely 
undergoing the same transformation ; here also the sense of stability, 
economic and social, is weakened. The philosophies that upheld and 
maintained the conduct and the habits, of our predecessorst are found to 
be alt(^ther inadequate, uninspiring and useless in assuring a career 
of success and sweetness. The present generation feel that the old 
ruts would hold their feet tight and clog their movements towards the 
land of adventure and reward. 

The philosophy that Mahatma Gandhi had placed before the connl^, 
dm call that he had issued for a return to the simplicities and realities 
^ 1 . of life, found acceptance on so wide a scale because of 

IMti^ cf disappointment of a war fought to make the world 

safe for democracy, because of a revulsion of feeling at 
a peace that betrayed the hopes and promises of a better 
world that had expressed themselves in the noble lines of Rupert Brooke : 

“Blow, bugles, blow ! They brought us, 

Holiness, lacked so long, and Love and Pain, 

Honour has come back, es a king, to earth. 

And paid his subjects with a royal wage; 

And Nobleness walks in our ways again, 

And we have come to our heritage.’^ 

The years that have followed have not been able to revive and 
restore those hopes. And hanging above the world today is the possi- 
bility of that wide-spread destruction, social disorgani- 
sation, the hopeless inconolusiveness of wars and its 
aations avenged sacri&ces which the world apprehends^ and has been 
preparing itself to pass through. Objective conditions 
in world politics and world economics go to show that men like Buperi 
Brooke died in vain, that honour, the sanctity of the pledged word, lie 
dishonoured, trampled under the foot of leaders of ** democratic” coun- 
tries. And the betrayal by the peoples of the 'democratic” countries Of 
Abyaainia, Spain and Czechoslovakia has been having its effects in our 
own country leading to a loss of faith in the words of statesmen,^ to a 
sickness and weariness of spirit that sees an evil marching victoriously 
forward but has lost the inclination or the power to intercept its march. 
We appear to be &oe to face with a situation which a historian of the 
Frencm Revolution described. Writing on the atmthy of the French 
psople even when foreign armies were treading on their country, be 
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fEnmee wu tbreatened in ito own limiU (1813). as it bad been in 1799 : bat the 
enthasiasai of indepondenoe no longer existed, and the man who had deprifed it of 
its riishts, lonnd it, at this great crisis, incapable of sustaining him or defending 
iiieil Toe serfitude of nations is sooner or later avenged'*. 

This is {he judgment of history passed after decades of the events 
that called it forth. The historian could be passionless or tem- 
porarily passionate. But we are witnesses of the free- 
dom of nations being bartered in the name of peace, 
in’*dread of war. And the Indian people, the awakened 
among them, who feel every moment of their life the 
shame and ignominy of a dependent existence, to them the events in 
Europe, the events in China, appear to be the nadir of a civilisation that 
has no right to live, that deserved to be given a quick burial. The 
criticisms of these betrayals made in the Indian Press and uttered on 
Indian platforms were passionately as b^'tter as in any other country, in 
the countries that had been betrayed. Fears and suspicions of the 
leadership of peoples are as strong in India as in the countries directly 
concerned with these affairs. This seems to be responsible for the 
bitterness of controversy that is evident today like unto an epidemic 
tl^t Areatens to afieot almost every body. And an increasing number 
of people who take interest in public affair»<, inside or outside the 
country, appear to be accepting the dangerous thought that it is right 
to be always suspecting human institutions, it is right not to put their 
trust in statesmen nor in any child of man. This is a dangerous men- 
tality to be allowed to grow in the country ; it leads to ineffective 
controversy, to bitterness ; it holds a threat to the unity and integrity 
of public life, and eats into that sense of responsibility in the classes 
and the masses who will be as sheep scattered before a common danger, 

if this spirit of suspicion is allowed to grow. It is a dangerous deve- 

lopment when men and women in India should fail to realise that their 
unfree condition dictates a community of destiny, either ‘"the unity of 
a common purpose or the unity of a common debaole’\ of frustration 
and degeneration, of defeat in the struggle for Swaraj. 

Vivid consciousness of these developments in the moral and material 
world that divide and separate classes and communities in India, that 
disable the people from pursuing a common ideal, and 

following a common programme to reach it, the fears 

that unite apprehensions born of this consciousness, these are 

the seed-plots of the controversies in our country. Of 
these controversies that between Hindus and Muslims occupies the 
centre of the field. The six months the public activities during which 
are recorded in this volume of the Indian Annual Begiater cannot 
report any progress towards the solution of the problem of commu- 
cflj conflict and dishamony. It appears that though physically neigh- 
bours, mentally and spiritually they have been drifting further apart, 
Hie majority of Muslims in India have Hindu blood in them, and 
India as we have her today is not the creation of a single race. Aryan 
and Dravidian, Mongolian and Semite all have contributed (heir part 
into the blood stream that courses through the veins of the country ; in 
their life and customs, speech and thought, they have daring the cen- 
turies learnt to accommodateinto an unity the different cdtuces t^t 



-hxmbibii 1038 ] INDIA IN HOME fOUTT 41 

ave xepnMented by monumeBte of maitaifioenoe and spleodoiir. These aiei 
oommon beritefles of the Indiaa peo^e ; ride by side they have flyomu* 
and they stana as wibiesses of a composite life in which incompatiUeibI 
or thinj^ that are regarded as iDOompatiUe» have somehow fused snd^ 
brnmonised themselves. In life’s every day activRies Hindns and MasUms. j 
live as neighbours, co operate as neighbours, and share one another’s / 
labours and joys and sorrows. But this co-opention of centuries is/ 
threatened with disruption. It was as a witness ^this sorry state of things 
that Sir Akbar Hydari, Prime Minister of the Sib»m’s tote, spoke in 
his Convocation speech at the Dacca University : 

^Yet, is it not a tngedy that those very factors, which should inspire unity abd 
assist the growth of a national conselousness, are to-day being used to emphasise 

separation f Our common festirals, too, which are occasions when the j^s and 

sorrows of one community are shared by the others, are fast becoming occasions for 
communal clashes, while morements are on foot even to boycott these meeting- 
grounds of the two communities where their two cultures mix and fuse.” 

This is the development with which the Hindu and the Muslim are 
face to face in this country. The men of peace, the men of amity, 
T P voices drowned by the raucous cries of fren* 

— M^im commuoalism, of men in frenzy seeking out 

Muslim history to bring out facts of past injustices that irri- 
tate and inflame, to hurl at one another present in- 
equalities that are a reproach to a certain maladjustment in our social 
life. Responsible men have owing to the bitter meanness of the whole 
controversy resigned and retired from their leadership, and in their 
place have come forward men who in the name of culture would divide 
the county into Hindu Zones and Muslim Zones heedless of all other 
considerations. During the months we have been discussing here has 
happened an event in Europe that encourages them to think that as 
the Sudetan Germans succeeded in disrupting Czechoslovakia, so the 
Muslims in India would be justified in tiding areas inhabited by Mus- 
lims out of the Indian State. In the name of the self-determination of 
nations the Sudetan area was wrested from Czechoslovakia ; so in the 
name of the same principle Muslims could demand the setting up of 
Mqslim States in the heart of India even if it needed vast exchanges 
and transfers of populations to facilitate this scheme of a new map of 
India. St is under the influence of some such ambition that at the 
last session of the Sind Provincial Muslim League Conference presided 
over by Mr. Mahomed AH Jinnah, the following resolution was passed 
on October 10, 1938 : 

"Ibis Bind Provincial Muslim League Oonference oonaider it absolutdy eaaentlal 
in the interests oi an abiding peace m the vast Indian continent and in the interests 
of unhampered cultural development, the economic and social betterment and 
political self-determinations of the two nations, known as Hindus and MnsUms, that 
India may be divided into two Federations viz— Federation of Mnslim States and 
the Federation of non-Muslim States. 

Conference, therefore, recommends to the Ali-lndia Muslim Let^e to devise 
a scheme of constitution under which Muslim majority provinces. Mnslim Native 
States and areas inhabited by a majority of Muslima may attain lull independenoe 
in the form of a Federation of thmr own with permission to any other Mnslim 
State bmond the Indian Frontiers to Join the MeratioiK and edth snoh salegnavdi 
for non-Muslim minorities as may be oonoeded to the Muriim minorities in the non« 
Muslim Federation ri India.” 
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It ia pOMtible to soote ddMtiDs points out of this ratolutioo. Bat 
tbeie woura not help 08 to understand and ' expbin the woridng of 
. the mind that after seven or d^t oenturies of Indian 

^UWMMMttea” <Nm and does assert that it is unrelated to 

die moral and spiritnal life that is India’s, that owinx 
to ' dootrinid kinship feels itself nearer to Afghanistan, 
tor instance, than to India, that seeks sod finds a nearer neighboar in the 
‘ Afi^n than in the Hindn. We have to find out why the MosUm 
mind in India feels itself unable and finds itself unable to live in moral 
and q>iritnal neighbonriiness with its Hindu neighbour ; we have to 
find out what have been the impersonal influences that after oenturies 
of some sort of a reconciliation worked out in India drive the Muslinu 
to declare d»t they are a separate nation here. We have to find out 
Wbng the many traditions obtaining amongst Muslims those that have 
Mood in the way of their evolving a common life with peoples of 
differing creeds living in the same country. In snocessive volumes of 
die Indian Annual Regiater, beginning with that of 1936, we have 
idied to inchoate certain of these. In the last volume we have said 
< ttiat the Millet idea — the "Beligion-nation” idea— based on ezdnsively 
Muslim experiences of State-organiisation gained in times when and in 
countries where they were rolers and could dictate policy, this Millei 
idea is responsible for the difficulty that confronts the Muslims of 
India and the Muslims in countries like Saudi Arabia, Iraq- and 
Afghanisthau who have not accepted the spirit of modem democracy. 

The difficulty of Indian Muslims is due to the &ot that they can- 
not accept India as Dar-ul-Idam, door or country of Islam b^use 
„ the rulers at present are non-Muslims ; and even in 

the future, in the “democratic Swaraf* of Indian 
d-hanb Um dreams and strivings, the authority of the State will 
be exercised by representatives of the people, the major- 
ity of them Hindus. Indian Muslims feel that the country is not and 
cannot be Dar-td-Aman, door or country of peace to Islam, as thore 
is likelihood ' of their religious and cultural traditions being subjected 
to interference or non-Muslim control. Therefore, Imha has been and is 
a Bar^-Hcerab, the door or country of enmity to Islam. Qazi 
Muhammad Ahmad Eazmi, a member of the Central Assmbly, in 
course of his speech introdudng his Bill entitled the ’‘Muslim Dissolu- 
tion of Marriage Bill” on August 26, 1938, ottered words that idvs 
08 an inkling of the mind of the Muslims of India who find and feel 
theinsdves uneasy in this country. He was .tracing the development 
of dn feriing among Indian Muslims that India was an enemy country. 
Se.iefveaenM theAlotnmnnityas feding tiiat it was immaterial to them 
trbelher the Mindude were ruling here, or thp Sikhs were {oedominant, 
OT’the Mahrattas were at &e head of the administration so long as 
ttiqr lisd liberty ef rdi^n, so long as freedom to exercise thdr rdl- 
gte “idwrslly and wimout any restrictions'* was allowed. He quofisd 
in pqnwrt Miwvi Syed Ahmed of Bai-Barrily who had brdfiifiit 
Wriiwwism into India and started a fight against the Sikh Qovemmeift 
d dm Punjalh It was in 1630. Peshwar was offered to him to ride 
OTwr. But he is reported as rep^dafe 
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^1 ftm not fightini; for the poieefiiioa of lend, nor am I fighting for pro- 
perty, bnt 1 am fightinn only for tne liberty of relidon.** 

C^i Mahammad Ahmed Eazmi aagfirested that it wm after 1864 that 
this reelfng grew stronger. On that year were abolished the posts of 
Hindu law-givers and Muslim Qazia* And, 

wu at that time that the Massalmans began to think and consider whether 

India was Dar-td^Barab or Dar~uUAman or Dar^uUUlam It was at that time 

that oontiniibas agitation was carried on by Mnssatmans and they decided that 
India was not Dar-ttf-Zeiam, it ceased to be Dur-uf-illhott, and it was Dar-td- 
Barab, Eren np till to-day certain o.. our prayers aii'>j^ered on the basis that it 
was Dar-fd-harab ” 


This is the 

seat of 


Here we think we get an inside view of the mind of the Muslims in 
India who under the influence of old-world ideas are being taught every 
day of their life in their mosques that India was a 
country of enmity. We have been told of a sect among 
the Muslims of Bengal* about 30 lakhs strong, to whom 
congregational prayers are prohibited, owing to an in- 
junction of the Quran. Because, in enemy countries the life * of the 
faithful assembled in a congregation ^ for prayers was likely^ to be 
exposed to attacks, leading to mass massacre. This daily repetition of 
India being an enemy country, the offering of daily prayers jbased on 
the thought or belief that India was dar-uUharab^ this practice creates 
and starts those mental processes that make the Muslims in India so 
im^tient^ that make possible the outburst of violence of thought and 
action at the slightest of occasions. Indian history of recent years is 
full of instances of this impatience. 


The constitutional changes since those inaugurated daring the time 
of Lord Morley known to us as tibe Minto-Morley reforms have also 

arrival of democracy, the rule of 
^Chlngas majority, might endanger the special interests of 

& Cmmunmlitn Muslim community^ in India who are a minority 
in the country. The ‘‘favourite^ wife" policy of the 
British bureaucracy in India, ihe setting up of *a native counterpoise" 
to the pretensions of Indian Nationalism whose leaders were the 
majority of them Hindus, this also has helped to revive hopes in certain 
dreamers among the Muslim community tb^t in the changes required to 
transfer the autiiority of the State from British to Indian hands there 
might be found chances of regaining Muslim control over the machiu^ 
of the State in India. These fears and these hopes supply the motive 
power, of the forces of disruption and disturbance that constitute what 
is popularly known jss tihe Hindu-Muslim problem. 


And there are not lacking men in the Muslim communi^ in India 
who have been buUding up a philosophic platform for Muslim Scpara- 
_ t^sm in the country. In previous volumm of the Indian 

-dnnua/ Register we have discussed the history of the 
Pan-Tslamic and Pakistan movements. The first has 
passed through many phases. Taking its rise in the 
resentment of Muslim peoples in Turkey and Egypt at the tyrannising 
predominanoe of Christian Powers over the life a^ conduct of Muslim 
countries, the Pan-Islamio movement offered opportunities to Britisb 
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poHtiebuM to oonaidUhite ihm posHioo io Moslim eounftries. The history 
of too Iwt Qroat War, toe Arabrrevolt, orisi^nised and fiaancod b> firl- 
^ tain, Oipdnat toe rale of toe Saltan of Tarkey, the Khalifa of Islam/iodi- 
oato certain of these aotivittes. Sapporters of British Imperialism in 
toe Madim community of India have also been active trying by the 
organisoton of an Anglo-Bfaslim alliance to stabilise toe rule of Bri- 
tdn in soutoem Asia, from Arabia to the Malaya arehi^ago, where 
toe Maslim will be junior paitners in the firm at present, hoping to 
rise in lime' to the senior partnership* It was to some such feeling 
and antfeipatioa that we must trace toe scheme adumbrated by His 
HilduAeBB the Aga Khan io his book-^/ndm in 7Va7iSifo'oK--*pabli8hed 
daring toe war years. The scheme laid plana for the setting up of a 
Sooto-Westem Asiatic Federation of which India might be a constituent. 
After the war when Mr. Winston Churchill was Secretaiy of State for 
the Colonies in the British Cabinet he* found in the archives of the 
Middle Extern Department a scheme ready-made of a Middle Eastern 
^pire. At the end of the war Arabia and Persia appeared 
to lie helpless on the ground like clay in British hands. But 
toe rise of Turkey under Kemal Ataturk, of Arab and Persian natio* 
nalism have pricked that drea , pricking at the same time hopes of 
political Pan-Islamiam. The disappointment among Muslims at the 
failare of those hopes may be a contributory cause of the Muslim 
territorial patriotism in India aii expression of which was the Pakistan 
movement whose inspiration is unmistakable in the resolution passed 
at the last session of the Sind Provincial Muslim League quoted above. 

The hopes, the dreams aod ambitions of Muslim separatism in India 
seek and find expression, a consistent expression, in this resolution. The 
^ resolution that represents these hopes, dreams and 

HinSulm^nd ambitions, we must do well to recognise, does not 

•funder.*’ embody the desperate remedies of desperate politicians. 

As in the Pakistan movement so in the scheme of a 
Moslim Federation in India there is a sort of idealism, divorced from 
realities it may be. If this scheme is to be accepted as representative 
of ^ts in Indian life, we have to recognise that it symbolises two 
jnst causes in conflict with each other which it is so diflScnlt to re- 
concile. The scheme is the product of hopes and ambitions simmering 
in the mind of the Maslim community since their representatives 
ceased to be rulers in the country. The perusal of a pamphlet that 
appeared at toe time the resolution was passed at Karachi strengthens 
belief. It was ^entitled — The Cultural Future of India^m 
innocent title of a small book that has inside it ' materials explosive 
enoofi^ to make it qceessary to re-draw the map of India, to disrupt too 
am^ that nature has imposed on the country, so that in that disruption 
men may be enabled to realise their particularistic ambitions, and advance 
their particnlaristic interests. The pamphlet was written by Syed Abdul 
Li^, Ph. D. (London), ex-professor of English, Oamania University, 
Hon. Secretory, MasUui Cultare Society, (Hyderabad Deccan), and Yice- 
prerident of the Hyderabad Academy. The theme that is elaborated 
to thto pamphlet moves on the postulate that there is an absence to 
India ox that ^^cornmon moral wnuimman permeating the life of Ae 



-mMUBlOSSl IKlilA m HOBCB lk)LlII 4B 

ratuM body of llie people who would' like to live together as a nafioii.*’ 
Thie theeie is further elaborated as follows. Bthuologioally Injha is not 
homimneouB **it is a oougeries of races and oross*breed4. This alone 
would not be a hindranoe to the development of a single nationalityt were 
llie people culturally one unit ‘Tslam and Hinduism stand asunder’’ — ^the 
one a monotheisdo^ democracy” which for thc' sake of uniting humanity 
bruriier aside all barriers of colour and language and race* and those 
raised by geography ; while Hinduism is a%J*mderation of religions and 
cultureih a social imperialism holding uiider^ powerful grip Ihrough 
its Brahminic ritual people standing at every stage of intellectual deve* 
lopment” There are here any number of points that may be 
challenged The democratic plea, the social democratic plea^ raised 
on behalf of Islam may be questioned ; the question may also be 
asked ^ whiter the unitary dictatorship of Islam or the federation of 
Hinduism is the better way of developing in life and thought the 
ideals and practices of democracy. But these pages cannot accom- 
modate this controversy. In the previous volumes of the Awnual 
jBegister we have tried to understand and assess the value of this plea 
of Islam. Here we are concerned with the forces of unity or disunity 
that have made India the scene of their operations, and how the 
former may regain control over the mind of the multitudinous peo- 
ples that constitute India. Wc have to take cognisanee of the forces 
of disunity that threaten to disrupt tike country. We have done it 
before^ and we do it again, using Dr. Latif s words' ; 

^lors between the cultural assertiveness of the ^odus and MusTims and subject 
to the guerilla tactics of hhgiiialic profincialisin everywhere, it is probiematicai 
whether a common language of the right sort may prosper and touch the massea in 
all parts of the country/^ 


Dr. Latif brushes aside the work of the centuries of neighbourly 
work between the Hindu and the Muslim, now as opponents, now as 
^ fellow-workers, to make India what she is today* 

Neighbourhood through the economic activities of 
of unity every day life, have built up a common interest bet- 
ween Hindu and Muslim. On foundations such as these, 


a unity In State life has been reared which in the name of culture a 
seetioQ of Muslim thinkers and politicians, propose to break. Perhaps, 
they ooostitute the doninaiit school of thought today in their oommu- 
nity. The Indian National Confess through its Fundamental Rights 
resointion passed at the Karachi session in 1931 has gnaranteed the 
civfl and cultural rights of every unit, individual or communal, of Ac 
inhabitants of India. Dr. Latif regards these safeguards as *ia reality 
a denial of the organic unity” of India. He emphasises his Arguments 
in llie following words : 


'^Bellgion, personal law and culture cover most of the major flflds of Ills's 
activity— the spiritual, the social, the economic, the educational (or the intelleotual, 
moral and aeathetie), and in the ease of the MnaUms, profeasedly the pbliUM as 
weli. It Is governed by their all-embradng Code of life ealled the Sbartpat. Uadec 
the OoogreiB promise the interests of this Shsrijfmt will have t# be safegnardad....... 

With emlnral safeguards eboeeded to the MusliaM, and in like manner lo the Hiadns, 
OfaviatiiiiM and others, you ^really establish a fedaration of ealtuxaliy antoqombna 
aationalitiss and do not form a tingle nationality.' 


o 
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Audi M be loi^l ia liis ideas, and to be loxical io oivioK oonerete 
ahape to these in sodal and politioal institutions, Dr, Latif proposes 
^ . in his pamphlet tite di^ion of India into Kndn 

sL Zones ana Mnslim Zones. The States inside these 

Zam$ Zones will go to form the “All-India Confederacy*' of 
Free States. To understand the far-«eaohio(( siipiifi- 
oanoe <rf .tiiese. proposals it is desirable that tiie ^eme should be 
jpven as far as possible jn the words of Dr. Latif himself. He first of 
sdl lays the lines of toe Mnslim Cnltnral Zones, and Uddqe them, so to 
say* ont of toe pietore leaves the rest of the oonntry to be put into 
Am Hinan Cnltnral Zones. His North-West Block comprises Sind* 
the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, and the Indian 
States of Ehairpnr and Bahawalpur. This area ^ may be converted 
into *a single antouomons State formed on toe bws of federd^ rela- 
tionship between toe six units thereby alloiHng over 25 millions of 
Muslims a free home of their own.” The* North-l&st Block on toe 
otim side of India has *a solid block of Mnslims in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam of over 30 millions, who may be asdgned a free^ politioal exist- 
ence.’* In between these two blodcs in Northern India, the Mnslims 


are nnevenW distributed. Those who live close to each of the two blocks 
should be mtraeted for naturalisation to the one nearer to the^” 
The rest, toe great bulk at present living in the United Provinces and 
Bfiiar, numbering about 12 millions, may be concentrated in "a Uodc 
extending in a line from the eastern border of Patiala to Lucknow, 
rounding up Bampur on toe way.” This is the Detoi-Lucknow Block. 

Deccan Blo(& srill be formed by the Mnsliins “scattered all over 
the sonth in oolooies of varying size”, exceeding 12 millions in number. 
For them a Zone has to be carved. “Such a Zone the dominions ot 


Hydendiad may provide with a strip of territory restored to them in 
the south, running through toe districts of Kurnool, Cnddapah, 
ChittOor, North Aroot and Chingleput down to the city of Madi^'* 
Snob a strip of territory “with an opening to the sea will be found 
siMolntdy necessary to settle the lai%e Muslim mercantile and marine 
oomnmnity living fw ages on the Coromandel and Malabar Coasts.” 
Ibe asngnment of snch a large block of territory to toe small number 
ti Mnslims, only about 12 millions in number, is justified on eeonomio 
grounds. The dominioas of Hyderabad are i^l nndevelopsd or tatiier 
covered by forests or are bi^n rocky tracts } toe Muslims to be 
gatbered here from Orissa, Central Provinces, Bombay and Mhdias 
pw eidancies, Mysore, Codiin and Travaneore have shown **phsno- 
menel increase in population” daring the last few decades, and **lheir 
fitomu expansion is to be k^ in view”. Moreovor, the Mndms of 
toe Norto’Bast mid toeJDelhi-Lnoknow Blocks, confined within nmxow 
Zoanh tocwd have in this area provision made for thm soridos 
popuhiHon of the present and toe future. Thu is something like toe 
todm lor *lebensiaam’*-^ving space— mads familiar to the world by 
Btoer. The ndnor emnmunities of Christian!, and toe jniq^ 
tows and a vast section of the Harijaas innnied to the dhnate “may 
imos^ lls^ stqr <hi itoeie they are as protected or privileged cosusu- 
pH iea. * * Inure ate *’Mtnor MiuUm Centres”— the States of mopsl, 
Tbnk, Janagsdhf Jaoia and otoets, and toe City of Ajaur, Io 
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whicii must be gaihereS the Maslime living io BaipntanB« Goirat, 
and Ibe western Indian States. 

The rest of India will thus be in a position to resolve itself into 
not lees than eleven Hindu culture Zones. This scheme will require 
AsMnueef of mt change of territories and populations. At first 
•ecmity of per- sight these may ‘create a wrench in the heart of 
lonid Mid ciritur- many a person. Hindu %nd Muslim. But every 

“ incidental inconvenience Aould cheerfully be borne 

by everyone concerned’^ in view of the hope that “a new sentiment 
of an immeasurably higher and nobler form than that of earth-rooted- 
ness will be the inevitable reward" ; the scheme will ‘‘permanently" 
assure to the Hindus and the Muslims perfect freedom to live their 
^wn cultural lives in home lands of their own. To. get a complete 
idea of Dr. Liatifs scheme, it Las to be noticed that he cannot do 
without safeguards. Mention of these, provision for these, are necessary 
in the case of "individuals belonging to one or other of the sevend 
nationalities" who may have "to stay where they are for various 
purposes." Such persons and individuals are^to be afiorded “security 
of i^onal and cultural interests’^ under a “Public Law of Indian 
Nations” adopted by the Central Government. The Indian Christiaos» 
Anglo-Indians, Harijans, Parsees and Buddhists are promised the same 
consideration in each Free State “through all the necessary religions or 
cultural and economic safeguards." The Harijans who count by 
millions but are dispersed all over the country forming countless 
racial varieties but possessing no common onlture between them, have 
to be given the fullest freedom to select their own place in either 
the Hindu nationality or the Muslim or the Chrbtian. 


Latif’t 

argument 


We have given all this space to Dr. Abdul Latifs scheme, the 
fiuits of which are to be found in the resolution passed at the last 
n session of the Sind Muslim League Conference held at 

Invalidate Dr. Karachi, with a view to psycho-analyse the hopes and 

ambitions that a section of the Muslim community in 
India have been nursing in their bosom. The Elaraohi 
resolution gives expression to these ; Dr. Abdul LatiPs scheme appearing 
at the same time has its origin in those dreams. His recognition of 
the principle of safeguards to be religiously observed both in Hindu 
and Muslim Zones outs at the root of his argument about its inappli- 
cability to the “culturiil safeguards" promised in the Congress resolution. 
If an individual or groups of individuals can be guaranteed safety of 
cultural in^iduality in the future Federation of India as adumbrated 
in tiie pamphlet under discussion, it is difficult to understand wt^ the 
6a or 76 lakhs of Muslims at present living in the United 
of Agra and Oudh cannot live secure under the same or identical 
gpmrantees, and the one orore and more of Hindus and Sikhs in tiie 
Punjab* H tiie principle is valid in the case of few, it can be or 
ought to be valid 4i the case of millions. The Nizam’s State in Hy- 
dermd has a population of about 150 lakhs of people of vriiom about 
1S5 lakhs and more are Hindus. These people must leave .their 
hMorioal homes in order that an equal number of Muslims may float into 
tiiaia from all pa^ of south India, because^ His Exalted Hi^uieas, tim 
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Slum, aamot them and Msote them their dril and onUval 
i^^te or die Hindoe are diesatiefied with the safeitaardB ooneeded to 
tiiem. In the State of Kashmir, the Muslims are 80 per cent ofAhe 
population ; under Dr. Latif a sobeme they must trek away from thdr 
homee and seek and 6ad asylum in Muslim Zones in the neif^ibonr- 
h^ 

In die hot^ionse of flyderabad (Deooanl many a^ omffity ean be 
made to crow and flourish whidi would ynlt and anther in Ae free 
air and snniybt of heaven. We know that with tito 
^ **** fall of Muslim power in northern Indta_ this State in 

the Deooan has been the Mecca of Muslim dreamers 
of dreams of the restoration of Muslim supremacy in 
dm oountey* Readers of the books of Wilfrid Scawen BlnnA a British 
Mend of Muslims if ever there was one, specially his book-^Indta under 
Rlipoii — can have glimpses of these men. Dr. Abdul Latif is or ap> 
peats to be lineal a descendant of one of them. His thesis shows that 
loth oentury TeUm in India cannot throw np better men that those 
wlm would build Chinese Walls round about certain areas in the oouih 
’ li^, who would set np Islamie ipAetfos in which Muslims will live as 
the middle ages tiie Jews in Europe used to do, driven thereto by 
die fanaticism cit Christendom. Here in India, in the 20th century, 
Mutiims are called upon of free choice to elect to live in glass houses 
■0 that their culture may blossom under artificial sunlight. Dr. Abdul 
Latif and' the school of thonght whom he represents forget the lesson 
irf the words of Julius Germinos, Ph. D., Nisam Professmr of Islamic 
Studies, Yisva Bharati, Santiniketan, Bengal, in his book*-ifo(fsm 
Mioomeatt in Islam— wiat "the inspiration for imigress in Islamic 
euUne earns from ontsids Arabia and had its origin in non-Arab 
souioes;* Agaiii, '"only deserts can ranun isolated, and only deserts 
. can- dielter a soriety separated by its ancestral and pristine ezdusive- 
Aess fitora the rest of mankind.** 

The s|drit of seporatinn in a large seotion of the Mnriim oommaulty 
in In^ is not the oniy dismptive force that tiueatens and imperils tihe 
growth of tint natiom&m in the oonnby that has 
been the dream of sueeeseive generatHMis of Indian 
publio men, that has been the vision that 'has been 
leading tiiem to strive for the day India*s driiver- 
anoe from forrign rule. Pirovinaatism or Ifaignistio natioaalinn hasbeen 
I h r o wlqg a riiadow over tiie Indfian soeneb and the bitiw oontroversy 
dwt nuns its oaneer has been compelling many an Indian *thinhwr to 
rsfESid it as mwe iidipioal to the unity sad btwpity of India Aim 
even the oommnnal ohasm thi^ have wmo discussed in the preceding 
pages. Espresdon to snob a tiiou^ was givmi by Mr. E. Hatandan, 
ediCiMr of the Indian Soeitd Baformer v/t Bombay, in his Convooriion 
Address to the Annamalai University in die Tand NaduT ^e snggest- 
Id diat oommnnalism does not dimpt the unity M a emintiy as 
provinefadism or linguslio nationalism does. When he ottered these 
wmtds he had notk we think, On wmds of the Sind Muslim Lessne 
Oonfstenee resolution or JDr. Abdul IsdiPs pampUet before him. Inis 
dnfslopaeiit apatb tbere oannot be amf manner of donbt that provin* 
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oklbn M it liM been developinc in tbe oonntry ie not an inflnpnoa for 
nnitf amongst ns. This fact whs bronght out prominently to pnblio 
view b7 the controversies that have eome to be known as the Ikngalee- 
Bihaxee and the Andhra-Tamil problems, specially by the former. With 
regard to the latter the Working Committee of the Tamil Nadu ij^vinoial 
Congrw Committee was constrained to pass a resolution on July 19, 
1933, in which the following words oooor : 

• . -f' ■ • 

Oommittee, while sapportioK whole-heartedly ^e desire of the Andhras 
for a separated Andhra Prorinoe, and also expressinfi; the eagerness of Tamiiians 
for a separate Tamil Province which will give fall scope for the development of 
Tamil eultare and civilisation, deeply deplores thi mentality exhibited by certain 
Andhra leaders and citizens who, purporting to a jitate for the Andhra province, 
have commenced a campaign of vilification and hatred against the Tamiiians and 
the Prime Minister.’* 


The Bengalee-Biharee controversy did not call for notice from 
either of Hhe Provincial Congress Committees. The members of the 
in both the provinces, with ^a 'Very few hononr- 
Pallid aDle exceptions, did not observe this restraint. The 
Problem Working Committee of the Congress took cognisance 
of the matter, and appointed Babu Rajendra Prasad, an 
ex-President of the Congress and one of its members, as an arbitrator 
to hear and receive evidence and memoranda tendered on behatf of the 
Bengalees of Bihar, from the Bihar Ministry, and from the Bihaiees. 
Mr. P. R. Das, an ex-Judge of the Patna High Court, aiglned 
the^ matter on behalf of the Bengalees expressing their grievances 
against certain administrative acts of the Congress Ministry of the 
province ; a memorandiim on behalf of the Minisliy was preseated ; and 
Mr. Saohehidananda Sinhl^ ao ex-member of the Governor’s Executive 
CouDcil, presented a memorandam drawing up the bad^gronnd at the 
whole problem. The last showed itself more concerned with the ways 
in which die Bengalees had consolidated their position in &e Semretariat 
of the province, die centre and fonntain of aJl oflBcial patronage in 
Bihar. The problem, divested of all bitternesses, may be stated thns. 
There are more than 80 lakhs of Beog^ees at present in die province. 
Of these abont 18 lakhs have been natives of the districts or parts of 
districts on the eastern border of the province for unremembered 
centaries. The necessides of the Bihar and Orissa province, constitnted 
in 1912 by detaching the Btharee-apeaking and Oriya-spe^ng areas 
from the Bengal Presidency of which they had been parte since Hie 
beginning ox British rule, required that these Bengalee-speaking ar^ 
shonid go to help it set np separate household. Of the remaining two 
lakhs and a litUe more, die majority may be said to have been adaraoted 
there by opportunities opened by services under ^ Government, in the 
professions of law and medicine and as ednoationisto. This became easy 
snd possible beoanse Calcutta happened to be the capital of the 
oonnt^, and the Bengalees beosme i^oneers of the new ednoation 
introduced into the oonntry ; they manned the servmes and the pro- 
fessions not only in Bihar, but all over the provinces and States . in 
nordieni India. The Bengalees were the *eoliool masters abroad* from 
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Now that the indigenous popnlations of those provinoes and States have 
had liiat ednoation, it is natural that they should be coming forward 
' r II 111 II t .to ^ demand and take the places that the Bengalees had 

-^y^ rTT n lou ocoMed so long. It has happened in the Punjab, in 
•f the eenbrnr^ the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh almost natur- 
ally and Imperceptibly. The process did not take mo|» 
than 30 or 40 years .to complete the elimination of Bengalees from the 
services and professions in these two provinces. In Bihar the same 
process had begun working ; the pre-'antonomy" Ministries in the pro- 
vince had taken measures to effuMst this. The success of these efforts 
were proved by the facts detailed below. In 1912 when Bihar was 
sepuated from Bengal the number of posts for the Provincial and sub- 
ordinate Gasetted Services in the province was 872 of which 318 were 
held Iqr ^ngalees and 554 by non-Bengalees ; in 1938 the number was 
1,078 of which 322 were held* by Bengalees and 747 by 

non-Bengalees. ' The Bengalees are about 6 per cent of the population 
(d Bilur, and it is insist^ that their proportion in the servidte should 
not be higher than their percentage in the population. To bring down 
the Bengalee ratio, so that the non-Bengalee prodhste of the schools 
and colleges of Bihar may have employment, certain Circulars-' the 
Brett and Owden Circulars— were issued that harped on Bengalee 
preponderance in (he services with the obvious hint that measures 
must be (aken to bring this down. These Circulars became the 
sniqects of bitter controversy as they appeared to be discriminatory 
against Bengalees. The matter was carried to the Working 
Committee, leading to the appointment of Babu Kajendra Prosad as 
sole arbitrator. 


The Memorandum submitted on behalf of the Bengalees in Bihar by 
Mr. P. B. Das sought to bring into focus the dangers implicit in the 
Daiigwt •( Pw methods adopted by the Bihar Ministry. These may 
viadal Abcrfaai- be put in a few words. India is a vast country, 
aatte^Aawricaa almost a continent, in which live men and women 
EapenmM speaking different languages, wearing different dresses, 
guided ^by different traditions. To build out of this diversity a unity, 
to evolve a unity of life and 'thought and conduct, — this has been the 
qnrsk of Indian history, the aspiration of Indian nation-builders 
throoid>ont the eenturies. Of the unity built by the Mandaieawan of 
Sndnsihan when the Dravidians and Aryans ruled the eountry, we 
have very few anthentio records. Of Akbaris dream during the 
Muslim ponod poets have snog and historians have written. That 
attempt failed in the tioM of his successors. The British rulers of the 
oonntr by their methods of administration and enlightenment have 
adasd a straotoM that have the lineaments of a new India, one, whole 
vsini indiviriUe. Provincial “autonomy*' as sketched in the Government 
ei India Act of 1935 wffl be thiwtening this idea if provineM 
jealonsies and ambitions are allowed to grow and develop.. Ihls 
daiM^ ^ timatelwd the oni^ of every Mg country on the thresh- 
hKdo of 'their endeavour to bidld up a State, a federated State. Mr. 
P. B. Das rrferred to tins eq;wri«ee of (he United States of America 
in tte fcdloviog words : 
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is wi^-knowii that at the time of the Uoion of the United Btatee there wem 
ceatcifngaMoroee at work due to jMlonetei between one State and another. The 
Kteat framere of the American Oonstltution took note of this fact and provided in 
Article 4, mtion 8 that *'the oitiaena of each State ahall be entitled to ali nrivilegea 

and’ immanities of oitizena in the several Statea.*’ It was found ttuX this 

was not anfllcienb for. the protection of the* citizens apiinst the discriminating legis- 
lation bv any State ; and so by a celebrated Amendment which was known as 
Article 14, it was provided that no '*State shall make m. enforce . any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immaoities of citizens or'^the United States'*. Mr. 
Bryce says that this Amendment eeonred the protectioh bl citizens against nnjast 
and discriminating legislation of any State." 

i 

The- Memorandam sabmilted on behalf of the Bihar Ministry does 
not refer to this aspect of the matter. We cannot believe that they 
. are unconscious of the threat and danger to which Mr. 

Das’s Memorandum baa drawn attention. The Ministry 
migraUonf repeatedly asserted that it is the duty of every good 
government €0 find employment for persons residing 
in areas within its jurisdiction. No Government in the world to-day 
cau be said to have reached this standard. The Government of Bengal 
has not been able to reach it, as the presence of lakhs of Benglees in 
Bihar, in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam, in Burma, in Orissa testi- 
fy. The Government of Bihar has not been able to reach it as the 
presence of 19 lakhs of BiHarees in Bengal, of a few lakhs in Assjun 
testify. These iuter-provlncial migrations niake np the warp and woof 
of history. If this fact had been remembered in the controversy, it 
would not have attained the bitterness that it did. And if we can 
relate the socioiogical and economic facts of Indian life of recent 
times to the wider experiences of history, the sting would be taken 
out of the Bengaleei-Biharee controversy. From a certain point of 
view, it must be recognised that these inter-provincial migrations ore 
an evidence of a certain break-down of social arrangements. For, no 
body leaves one’s home and homeland nntil poverty or ambition drives 
him to it. In this age in India, the Bengalee is not the only people 
who have taken to the high roads. From Tamil Nadu and Andhra* 
Desa an increasing number of people have been taking to ihe trains 
bound for the north and the west ; from Rajpatana men and women 
have settled in the cities, east and west. 


But to return to the case of Bengalees and Biharees. The difficul- 
ties that confront them to-day are proofs of a break-down in their 
social arrangements. The disruption of the Moghul 
Empire has had its social and economic conseqaences. 
These were intensified by the failure and suppression of 
what British historians called the **Sepoy Mutiny’^ 
and Indian historians *"War of Indian Independence”. The social and 
economic structare of the region stretching from Delhi in the west to 
Bihar in the east was crack^ and crumbra by the impact of tiie new 
oonditioDB introduced by the new rolers. Men and communities that 
had aerved and maintained the old rule lost opportunities for 
earning their livelihood. The policy of the British Government 
also helped the process of this disrnption. Men and oommnnities 
from this region had organised the 1857 fight, had taken the 
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letd in H. The British Government oonld not forget this faeb They 
■topped recmitment to their army from this region. And the people 
fbprived and robbed of their professions marched east and west in 
search of new avenues of earning. The railways were being laid down ; 
mines were being opened ; chimneys of mills and factories were rais* 
ing their hmidB into the sky ; Calcutta wim becoming one of the 
largest ports of tiiA world. Men from the United Provinces, from 
Bimc, sapplied the Labour force for this new industrialism. Because, 
almost at the same time, malaria was deciminatiog the areas in Bengal, 
which could have supplied it ; In course of ten years ( 1859 — 1869 ) 
about 10 lakhs of Bengalees died in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly 
and Howi&h. The break>down of the old economic arrangements 
endiodied in the caste and guild system made men equal in their po> 
verty’^Brahmins— Dobey, Chanbe, Chaturvedi rubbing shoulders in 
factories and mines, in railway stations as porters, with the nntouch* 
ables. British administration thus provided openings to non-Bengalees 
in Bengal. The Bengalees also — Bengalees belonging to the n^igher 
and lower middle classes— flocked into the administrative posts open 
to Indiana Thus did they spread themselves in small groups all over 
Dorthern India« in the provinces and States, as oCBcers under Govern- 
ment, as lawyers, as medical men, as educationists. This is a part 
of the history of Bengalee-Biharee contact in British times. It shows 
Bengalees earning their livelihood in Bihar, and Biharees tiieirs in 
Bengal. 

There is another way of looking at the thing, in assessing the 
value of this contact. iu rupees, annas, pies. In the autobiogiapby of 
Sir Prafulla Chandra Roy has appeared an estimate 
*1 of the earnings of the 20 lakhs of non-Bengalees iu 
bCZ. Bengal. It shows these people transmitting every year 
no less than rupees 100 crores to their families and 
homes outside Bengal— families and homes that are distributed over 
the area stretching from Bihar to Bajputana and the Punjab. More 
detailed estimates have shown that through the post offices in Calcutta 
and Bengal a sum of rupees 8 crores a year go to Bihar ; the 
district of Saran, for instance, accounting for rupees 1 crore a year. 
The rupees that these sojourners in Calcutta and Bengal carry along 
with them when they pay their annual visits to their homes reach an 
equal amount. As against this the earnings of Bengalees in Bihar has to be 
estimated. In the district of Saran the earnings of Bengalee residents 
do not exceed rupees 2 lakhs a year, a very small part of which can 
be transmitted to Iteep the home fires burning ; for, the majority of 
these Benglees have their families with them. The^ habits of life of 
Bengalees outside Bengal are such that the majority of them spend 
their incomes in the places "where they make them. If statistics could 
be gathered it could be shown that along the East Indian Sail way lines 
townships that have grown up beyond the boundaries of Bengal 
as a product of the Bengalee bobby for health resorts, a few crone ' 
of Bengalee money have been sunk in them. These health resorts 
have found occupations for the local people, have found bay|ti for 
their vegetable and dairy products. 
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Thesa facts sboiild have had some weight with the Bihar Ministry 
when th^ adopted their short * oats for the solntion of ednoated 
A AM . A. unemployment in their province. They should not 

An All-lnA foi^otton the lesson of history that it takes time 

roum ^ foreitpi element to be assimilated into the body 

politic of a country ; that the Sahayas, the Srivastavas 
and the Singhs have taken, many of them, a deutury or more to go 
through the change that enables them to claim to-day Bihar soil as their 
own. By stirring, untimely stirring, feelings, they have delayed the process 
in the case of Bengalees, perhaps halted it for a long time. They are 
not peculiar in Siese activities. In evey province we meet with 
eruptions of these conceits and ambitions. In their own province of 
Bihar movements are afoot for the constitution of a separate province 
for Chota Nagpur and the Santhal Pergannas under the name of 
Jharkhand and another for the area round about Darbangha under the 
name of Milhila. In the Madras Presidency four language areas-^ 
Telegu,' Tamil, Malayalam and Kanarese — are eager to set up separate 
houses ; in the Central Provinces and Berar Assembly a resolution has 
been passed, the Ministry supporting it, recommending the separation 
of Marathi-speaking and Hindi-speaking areas. ^ In the Brahmaputra 
Valley of Assam, 25 lakhs of Assamese-speaking people have been 
dreaming of building up a separate culture centre in the area where 
they are not the majority. Every communal and language group has 
been preparing itself for the next census when each of them will be 
trying to return increasing numbers at the expense of neighbouring 
groups. This is how India is found preparing herself to wrest political 
power from the hands of Britain. And the thought leaders and the 
political leaders of the country have shown themselves helpless in face 
of this development. The resolution of the Working Committee of the 
Congress calling upon the people to ''desist from any further agitation’’ 
in support of linguistic provinces, and assuring them that “the solution 
of this question would be undertaken as a part of the future scheme 
of the Government of India as soon as the Congress has the power 
so to do”, does not appear to have . had much influence, specially in 
view of the manipulation of census figures that is apprehended. In 
these activities we stumble on certain imponderables — creed and culture-— 
that have always refused to be guided by reason. 


^ Internal disunities have been disabling the Indian struggle for poli* 
tical freedom. We have described in detail the two most weakening of 
Indiant abroad— — communalism and provincialism. They are lllu- 

tbe injiuHcM ih^ strative and not exhaustive of the many ways in which 
•offer from they have been expressing themselves. Outside India, 
. ^ near and far, the life and interests of India are being 

put into Jeopardy. There are about 40 lakhs of Indians in different 
pai^ of the world from Fiji in Australasia in the east to British Guiana 
in South America in the west. The majority of them are manual labour- 
ers ; a few are agriculturists ; fewer are merchants and traders in a small 
my ; and bigger merchants and industrialists and professional men among 
Indians who can lead and guide the majority are still fewer. In the 
colonies of Britain and France, in the Brilash dominions, in their pro- 
8 
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tsolontea and dependendea, IndUnB hare no dtlMDsbip (4(htB or ov«n 
dvU x^ta. The majority of them are “hewera of wom and draweta 
of wat^ fmr their white maatera. Even in the beat of timea tiiey 

live on atarration wagea, on the border line of oonditiona that joat 
allow thmn to eziat. On an eziatence anoh aa thia haa oome the foil 
Uaat of a world economic depreaaion, bringing down the price of agri- 
onHaial prodnoe, bringing down the ratea of their wagea, while the 
price of mannfoctared gooda, of dothea and other neoeasitieB of 
the eommon people, haa remained comparatively ateady. Thia haa made 
lor tile woraening of the life of Indiana abroad. Many of them have 

never known any other homea than in which they firat opened thehr 
eyea on &e light of the ann ; India la to them a memory, the home- 
land of Ihdr anoeatora to which diatance haa lent an enohatment. 

They have loat touch with Indian tractions, and many of them have 

been loat to theae. The Arya Samaj and the Islam Miaaiona 
have for aome yeara been trying to renew the old tier. Theae acti- 
vitiea have revived interest in their fate and fortune among the in- 
habihanta of the country from which came their ancestors to tiieae 
for^n lands. But tiiat countiy, unfree herself, cannot bring them 
relief cannot secure them justice in sodal, economic and political 
rdationa in their new homes. 


Thia is a rough picture of the life of Indians abroad. Nearer home, 
in our immediate neighbourhood, in Ceylon and Burma, have occurred 
, .. , Events that have been straining the patience of India, 

**^ 1 * 1 ^" straining to the breaking point the ties that blind 

(hem to India. In Ceylon there are about 10 lakh 
' Indians, the majority of them, about 7 lakhs labourers 
in the tea, rubber and coffee estates of the island. They came &om 
l^vancore. Cochin, Malabar, and certain souther^ districts of Madras. 
When these industries were started more than half a century back 


under conditions of modern capitalism, the natives of Ceylon did not 
take kindly to them. Their old economy sufficed for their food and 
clolh ; more true, perhaps, it was that “agreement” labour made no 


appeal to them. Now that the old social institutions and economic 
arrangements have broken down under the impact of modern industrial* 
ism, mey appear to be prepared to put themselves under its rigid 
Aacipline. But they find the occupations occupied by Ind'ans who had 
been filling for sizty years and more the void create by their nnwill- 


ingoesa or temperamental incapacity. An agitation has been started 
that (he Indian l^dwurera should vacate ; things are being made difficult 
for titem ; an atmosphere of enmity is being created that can be Idt 
always. The Oovemment of Ceylon have been responding to .tiie 
ptessure d public opinion by administrative measures tiiat are dii^ 
ntinatcny in nature and unjust to Indiana who have mafia Oaylon 
their home. The Ceylon Government passed an ordinance ezblnding 
Indhui hdbonrera on the plantations from the Village Committee 
htan^iae; Under protest from Indians, supported by the Ghivwnment 
of XiSfa, the authorities of Ceylon has sought to remove tiiia sting of 
fiaeriininalion by depriving the Ceylonese labourers of this ftandiise. 
TUs is nnsooeptidile. For, while it will affect only about 60,000 
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^rlonaie labonren, die Indieiu affeoled will be Bi<«e than five ttmee 
due nanber. TUa may be equality in misfortane. Bat it is no eolation 
m vnioh mbie time shoaid be given. Perhaps, it is not possible lor 
vbylon to wait. Therdn lies the seeds of a oomiob 

Geyloa has been trying to drive the Indians oat by laws and 
ordinanees. Oar Barman ndghboors have been ndng methods of Uood 
and iron to seoare the same resalt. On the 26di Jdy, 
h Bvma broke ont in Bajdibon and its ne(g^boai- 

hood in wUdi Indian lives ‘were lost, Indbui shops 
looted, and Indian houses burnt ; the streets were 
opnverted into battle-fields in which Bormans also snffered to life and 
limb, their number being oomparadvely small. The rtots sinead to 
BlanAday to Upper Burma and to other parts of the country. Tbese 
eontinaed with short intermissions for months till almost tiie end of 
year. More than 500 lives were lost, 2,000 were wounded, and more 
than 10,000 Indians fled the country, reached die land of their birth, 
men, women and children robbed and dispossessed of all diey had 
toiled for in the Land of the Pagodas. G^ey readied safefy, it is true, 
but nothing eise. Tbe immediate cause of the riots ' was a book 
written by a Barman converted to Islam. The book had been written to 
1931 to which passages appeared dispan^ng the character of the 
relation of the Burmese people which has been Buddhism for about two 
raousand years. In 1938 the book was resurrected by a seotton of the 
Bumui Press, and a campaign was started aipdnst the Muslims, a 
majoi^ of whom were from India. The victims of the riots were tiie 
majority of them Muslims ; more than 74 mosques and 2 Hindu temples 
were desecrated. The Prime Minister of Burma, Dr. Ma Baw, issued 
a statement to the first week of August when die situation h^ been 
brought under control. In it he stressed the religions issue that had 
Ira to the riots. And he could not resist the temptation of pointing 
w finger at occasions in India when the Hindu and the Mnriim had 
flown ^ each other for identical reasons, when the Hindu and Muslim 
in I^ia proved the sincerity of their oredal convictions and the strength 
m toeir spirituality by breaking one another’s heads, by having blood- 
baths which were supposed to refresh the souls of men. This was but 
touching the surface of the thing. It would be better to recognise, it would 
TO ultimately harmful to ignore, the fact that this stupid and ignorant 
book lud its writer would not have been given the notoriety th^ were 
giTOn if the relations between the Indian and the Burman had been 
coe^ and friendly. Unfortunately for all concerned these are 
strain^ and unfriendly for reasons that have not the remotest connec- 
tion with religion or spirituality. The riots of 1930 had the same 
mspiration. 

We are enabled to understand and explain the causes of this 
outburst on reading a pamphlet written and published by the President 
■ ■. , of the All-Burma Students’ Union, since reprinted to 

A — National Front, a weekly of Bombay. They were 
ieeiioa discussed in the book with frankness, without heat, 
vrithont passion. The cldef of these were economic 
and soidaL Butmans feel and see that Indians have estabUdied a pre- 
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doadnaiMw in flidr eeonomio life Uuit leavei tbem few oprahn for 
MOBomlo betterment ; it also <^n hnppena that Indiana, HMn md 
Minlim,.oontcaot oonneolfona with Barman women that etrike at 
foe roots of Iheir social polity* These are in suminary the gilevahoes 
of the Bnnnans that have been inflaming their minds against Indians 
iMcSk bnrst ont every now and then in mnrder and arson. A farther 
analyds may be made to nnderstand and explain the utnation. The 
oeddent of a common snbjeotion has brought Ibdia and Burma nearer 
Co each other in recent history. As officials under Governmenti as 
lawyers, doctors, and educationists Bengalees have gone to Burma ; 
as members of the police and military forces mei fh>m the Punjab, 
United Provinces and Bibar have gone there; as capitalists and indus- 
trialists Nattukottai Chettys from southern India and Gujaratis have 
taken advantage of the peace imposed by British imperialism | as agri- 
culturists and small shop-keepers men from the eastern districts of 
Bengal, from Orissa, Andhra Desa and Tamil Nadu have flocked 
into the country, and also as labourers in the industries, in the fields 
and fitotories, as porters in the docks. Many of these classes of 
people have created new avenues of earning both for themselves 
and for the indigenous population. There are about 12 lakl^ 
Indians in Burma, and about 20 crores of rupees of Indian 
money put in Burman agriculture and industries. This success 
has generated a fear in Burman hearts that the hordes of In- 
dian men and the hoards of Indian money are instruments for the sub- 
jugation of their country by methods of peaceful penetration. It is 
not of Indians only that the Burmans entertain this fear or against 
Indians only that they cherish this enmity. The Chinese are a growing 
community in Burma whose ranks are being swelled by *Wugees^' from 
China running for safety from the Japanese aggression of their country. 
And the Barman Press has already raised the warning voice that the 
new road from Yunnan to Upper Burma may open a high road over 
which will be trudging millions of peaceful Chinese — men, women and 
children — and submerge under their weight the native Burmans. We have 
to remember that the Chinese and the Barmans are near to one another 
in religions beliefs, in blood and colouf ; and, if we dip into history, we 
may come upon traces of actual comingling of these peoples. With 
India there is only a sentimental tie woven out of * the life history of 
the founder of their religion. But in the competitions and conflicts of 
life these ^ sentimentalities wear thin as the rise and growth of 
provincialism in India have been demonstrating before our 
very eyes. 

Inride and outside India these are the influences that have been 
remaking our minds, shattering many a dream, bringing us violently 
^ . against realities. Brotherhood of man, federation of 

faTteimJrte* ^ world— these Tisions are melting away at a #tie 
when science has shown that these are leal^hle 
aspirations. A great fear and a great nneasiaiin are 
alHNMid. Free nations are getting unsure of their own positidn. And, 
India, a dependent eonnby, is dwbly so. She seee, the world sees, 
tiiat the boondanes of many oo^tries have been dianging ; and many 
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more have been awaitioa Ibui doom. Theee apprdienaiooa have aliN> 
been finding expreeelon in the Indian Press, in fte Central Legislatare. 
Public opinion in India has been demanding for more than fifty years 
that Indians, educated Indians, ehonld be trained to habits of command 
in the Indian army, that recrnitment to the Indian army shonld be 
open to all classes and sections of the population of the counter. On 
the occasion of the Penjdeh affair (1885), than half a century 

back, where there appeared to be a threat of )r^e invasion of India by 
Russia, leaders of educated public opinion offered their services as 
volunteers eager to fight for their ‘*king and country.” The offbr was 
refused with thanks. Since then many committees of enquiry in 
search for ezpe^eats to halt or meet these demands have enquired, 
and suggested means of enlisting the help and support of the 
**unbribed’^ intellect of Indiln on the side of Indian defence. After 
the last Great War we have had a number of committees — the Esher 
Committee (1919), the Shea Committee (1925), the Skeen Committee, 
and the Chatfield Committee (1938). Except the third, the others have 
been concerned with the technicalities of army organisation. The report 
of the Esher Committee showed that it was set up for working towards 
a co-ordination of the fighting forces of the Empire. The experiences 
of the war had proved its necessity ; “as a result of the great rally of 
opinion from all parts of the Commonwealth in favour of a unified 
organisation of war effort, there arose in the shape of the Imperial War 
Cabinet, a machine for the co-ordination of the higher questions of 
military policy^\ The recommendations made in this behalf, suggesting 
directly and indirectly the exercise of a considerable influence hy the 
Imperial General Staff upon, the military policy of the Government of 
India as upon the other Governments of the Commonwealth and 
Empire, were regarded in India as tightening the strangle-hold of 
British imperialism on India. This impression in India was not wholly 
unjustified. Even the most responsible public opinion in India could 
make no concession in this matter ; it was prepared to co-operate only 
when India had in law and in fact the control of her military forces. 
Sir Krishna Govinda Gupta, a Bengalee civilian on the retired list, in 
bis Minute of Dissent to the Esher Committee's report, gave subdued 
expression to this feeling. And, as a preliminary step, as a test and 
proof of the sincerity of the British Government in its promise of 
responsible Government for India, he suggested that Indians should 
be given King’s Commissions, that enlistment should not be confined to 
the “martial races”. 

^ the Skeen Committee also suggested that Indians should be made 
eligible for employment as King’s Commissioned officers in the Artillery, 

For k Engineer, Tank and Air arms of the Indian army ; it also 
taking^f Menco suggested that a Military College should be establi^ed 

amngemenit SO that Indians may not have to go to the Woolwich 
rPL T • . - College or to the Cranwell Air Force College. 

The Indian Military Academy has been opened at Dehradun since 
1932.^ A cadre of 60 entrants has been fixed for every year — 30 to be 
recruited from the ranks, and 30 from open competition. If this 
scheme is adhered tO|.it will require 50 years to fully Indianise the 
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Offiom Stiff of Ae loclian Army whose strenctb now is ibont 8,000. 
The Committee aleo eoggieeted that by 1058, SO per cent of the Offioers 
•hoidd be Indiins. It appears, however, that that time hdde b not 
bdofc followed. There uonld have been 450 Indian oflioera in the army 
in 1938; there were only 184 eadets^from that Aeademy. The "Sam- 
nitty of Important Matters eonoeming the Defence Serrioes, ISSO.'S?” 

S ees Ognrra that go to show that the reomitment has been halved, and 
e reaaon given was that it was dne to ‘elimination of the class of 
candidate who b manifestiy not np to die required stuidard.” Dis- 
aatbfattion widi this state of afibire found expression through a reso- 
Inthm moved by the late Monlana Bhaokat AH in the Central Assembly 
on September 2, 1938. recommending to the Oovemor-Genersl in 
Coomm that 

"Bsrly stm be tekea to oonstitnte a oommittee of the elected and other members 
of the Oentru Legieleture to devise a eohemb for implementing the follovin^ unani- 
moas reoommendation of the Indian Sandhurst Oommittee (l^h namely, ‘It is, hov- 
ever,' nnaidmonaly agreed that, whether the stover or the more rapid rate df pro- 
.greeeion is hlSmaMy adopted, the scbeme aotnally in operation shonid be reviewed 
m 1938, that is to say five years after the inangnration of the .Indian Sandhurst, 
with a view to oonsiaering whether the snooess achieved is not sofBoiently solid to 
warrant a farther aooeleration of the rate of prepress.” 

The resolution was accepted on bdulf of the Government. The 
groiHng interest of the people in this problem of the organuation of 
_ defence against external invasion and internal commotion 
j ^ 7”.- was evidenced in two resolutions moved in the Conn- 

partidpaiion oil State, the other Chamber of the Central Legis- 

latore. One was moved W Mr. P. N. Sapru recommen- 
diiqr to the Ghrvemor-General in Coundi to assoobte more closely the 
Legbiotore with the formulation and direction of defence,” either by 
the appoinment of a Standing Committee of the Legislature to advice on 
defence policy or by some other practicable measure. The resolution 
was opposed by tiie Government for reasons of constitutional and 
practical difficulty. The executive Government, whidi b after all res- 
ponsible for defence, cannot ‘bind itself in advance to accept ontside 
advice”, that tiie first alternative interfered with the responsibility of the 
^eontive Government ; that problems ^whieh arises in the Defence De- 
partment depend on matters such as ‘general military police or move- 
ment of troops” that the Government would not be prepared to place 
before the Committee. The other resolntion was moved by Sir David 
Devadoss recommending to the Governor-General in Council to take 
eatly steps to enUst suitable men from the Presidenoy of Madras 
for the army in all ib brandies and the air force; amendments 
were moved .ad#b8 after the wood ‘Madras* the words ‘and 
otter provinces and areas not adequately r^resented in the defence 
locoes.” In tiie discasdon that followed the provincial and oom- 
utenal stand^iiMnnts came to be stressed. More than one speaker 
‘ttvw pdhited '.stteulion to tiie fact that the Punjab ttith its 
pttittdion of tsro .oiid -half orores of people only should be 
'tte reornttiag.’gMuuMuof more than 'half < the number of the Ipdian 
wmr ; ' flir Bamiund Menon, a -nomlBated aon-oflhdal member ttbm 
itttbas. expressed ‘sniiKise ttat about 86 per cent of the army has tts 
pcoTMiaiioe from about 90 par ossi of the total area of the country.” 


-iaamm 1638 ] IMblA IN HOilB POUlt 

The aHBe point wm made by Mr. P. N. Sapm in oontae of a apeedt 
deliveiiad in eonneotion with the Bill popularly known es the Antf-Re« 
emitment Bill to punish aotivitieB for dissnadutg people from enlisUng 
in the Defence forces of the country. 

of the other prov inoee are as maoh interested in the defenoe of onr oonntr j 

as the Pnnjabees are. Why mast we be at the mercy of one prorinoe alone ? I 

do not wish to see the domination of the Panjabee to be perpetaated......If yon were 

to widen the basis of recrnitment, if yon were to take recruits not oniy from the 
Pan jab bat from all the provinoes idso yon get plenty of soldiers in 

India ” • 


Present Reeniit- 
ment Policy 


The Commander-in-chief in oppoeinfi; the resolution siud that 
recrnitment to the Indian Army is at present on a dass hasis and 
not on a provincial basis^ ; he did not care to explain 
what are the virtnes of this class basb ; he simply 
stated the fact that **the military authorities have 
found by experience that certain classes do, as a whole 

make tiie most efficient soldiers and these classes are rechiited for 

the army without rej^ard to provincial boundaries.’’ A list of the classes 
from which the Indian army was recruited uives the following by 
communities. 


Mohammedans Christians. 

Sikhs. 

Dekkani Muskalmans 
Hazaras of Afghanistan 

Hindusthani Mussalmans 
Madrasi ” 

Moes 

Pathans 

Panjabi Mussahnans 
Rajputana & Central India 
Mussalmans 

Mussalman Rajputs (Ranghars) 
Miscellaneous Mussalmans 


Hindus 

Adi-Dravidas 

Ahirs 

Brahmans 

Dogras 

Garhwallis 

Oujars 

Ourkhas 

Jats; Jats iRajputana) 
Kumaonis 
Mahrattas 
Rajputs; Rajputs 
(Rajputana) 
Tamils, Telegus 
Miscellaneous 
Hindus 


This list does not show that the Government was wholly negligent 
of the language-areas as recruiting fields. A Muslim member ^m 
Bihar, Mr. Hussain Imam, however, gave expression to the dominant 
feeling and idea in the country which the Government irill find it 
hard to resist much longer : 


The plea has been taken that they get the best value for the monev ia the army 
which we recruit at present. That might be so, bnt snrely other considerations must 

? revidl. 'eoonomio < considerations, political considerations, the prospects of the fntnre. 
t would be unthinkable to have autonomous provinces which have no military 
strength in them. We wish that there would be military tradition iu the provinoea 

demifitariaed It would be wrong that only the part should supply the defenoe 

forces of India and the rest should be deprived of it” 


tHfi INDIAN ANN UAL BBOZEKEEB 


( JULY U9E— 


In Hm abMBoe of any definition of tiie “dnsB" theory propounded 
by tin Conunander>in<^ief, one' has to make an attempt to nnderstand 
■ . . . it in the light of the history of the British army and 
.j-Tl ff*?** ?!. the idea at the back of the reomiment policy followed 


mai in it Major General J. F* C. Fuller writing to 

the l^peetator^ a London wedUr, said that "the English 
army is composed of only two olasses — the top and bottom of society. 
In such an army the oflScers most either be aristocrats or proletarians ; 
and these two types & not mix» or at best most indifferently.” Hits 
**semi-feadal idea” on which the British army was founded was brought 
out by k Swiss historian, Eduard Feuter, in his World History 
dealing with the period 1825-1920— from the end of the French Revo- 
lution to the end of the last World War. The thing which differentia- 
ted England politically from the continental countries was not * self- 
government” but what may be described as '^Government by local 
manatee and an absence of Government bureaucrats.” Elaborating 
this thesis, he said : 


*niey (the local magnates) eaeroised this authority as a matter of honour, but 

also naturidly in the interests of their own class the division of power between 

the classes was the same in the army as in the civil service ; that is, the same pro- 

K rtied olasses who as justices of the peace, for example, ruled the agricultural day 
Kmrers and the factory workers in their districts, were also those who secured 
expensive places in the army ; and the same proletarians, from whom were recruit- 
ed the masses of workmen for the fields and the factories, also furnished the rank 
and file of the armies/’ 


There is nothing peculiar in this. Tn almost all countries there 
has been such an evolution. In Japan, for instance, the rise of the 
. Samurai classes illustrated it. In the provinces of 

^**of tte***** India the same stratification of classes was visible. 

Punjidi Reasons of State led British bureaucrats in India to 

ignore the possibilities of broad-basing their recruit- 
ment policy for the army on the "feudalism” of the provinces other 
than the Punjab and among the tribes on the Indian frontiers. By 
the pursuit of that policy, as Sir Ramunni said, the Government has 
enabled "the present enlisting classes” to feel that they "have acquired 
a kind of vested interest” in the army ; they have come to feel that 
the Indian army is "practically their preserve, and naturally enough 
they are opposed to any change which vrill r^uce their opportunities 
for a career.” The Premier of the Punjab, Sir Sikander Hayat Khan 
has been harping on this plea in his speeches to his fellow-provincials. 
Speaking at a conference at Lyallpur, he is reported to have stressed 
the point that Us province reoeiv^ rupees four crores every year as 
pay and pension for the soldiers recruit^ from within its boundaries, 
and that the Punjabees should do well to be watchful of changes in 
army policy that would require the reduction of the percentage of 
Ppnjabee soldiers in the Indian army. Leaders of the Muslim league 
have token the cue from speeches like theses and have been putting 
emphasis on the economic and political value of an army career in the 
life of their community. Therefore, have they been insisting that the 
present percentage pf Muslim soldiers and oflBcers in the Ifidian army 
should be preserve^ and reserved for them in the future as well This 
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M how diacuBBioDi of Indian problems have acquired a habit of siding 
into eommuoal and provincial channels dividing and weakening the 
nudn’ cnrrent of Indian life. 

ffiUiig id>ove these bickerings the mind of India has been reaching out 
to the eonscioueness that it is native hands that can dtfend their native 
1 ^. ^ internal defecttons and external attains ; 

evidences available it shows itself determined 
assert this right and axtort this privilege 
British hands. Even^membe^ of the British bureaucracy 
are found appreciating the fact that *in view of the conditions in the 
Far East and the general international tenBion’\ to^ quote Mr. G« A, 
Small, Director of Public Instmction in Assam, ‘‘it ^ seems eminently 
desirable that the young men of Assam should be trained and prepared 
at least to protect their motherland in case of need’*. He suggested 
that units of the University Training Corps should be organised at 
Oauhati and Sylhet. The Assam rifles are largely recruited from Baj- 
banshis and similar castes ; there is "good material for sold ers even 
among the ordinary plains folk of the province.* In every province 
‘'good material for soldiers* is available. And Provincial Minif^tries 
have been responding to public demand when they are found deciding 
to establish Military Training Schools for their provincials. The 
Calcutta University has introdnced Military Science as a subject of 
study, and the authorities at Fort William have undertaken to co- 
operate in this work. The Aligarh Muslim University has also some 
such scheme under consideration. The foundation of the Bhonsla MUitary 
School at Nasik for which Dr. B. S. Moonje of Nagpur is entitled to 
th^ gratefulness of his people is an indication that the public mind has 
been moving ahead of the Government who will be forced to follow its 
lead. The School has been started with the goodwill of the Gcvernor- 
General, the Indian Military authorities, and the support of Indian 
Princes and leaders of public opinion in the country. Opening the School, 
His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior underlined how it has 
grown in response to a great demand. The significance of the Institution 
lies in the fact that Military trainipg U as important a step in the advancement 
of the nation’B progress as purely academic stadies. To build ^ up traditions in 
civil and military administration is not a matter of a day ; it has got to be 
inculcated in the minds of boys from the very beginuing and gradually developed 
till it matures into almost a religious fervour/’ 

The Nasik Military School is the first to be started under non- 
official auspices. Its alumni come from all the provinces of India. 
They are the pioneers who will revive in this institution the ancient 
traditions and by their life and work make it "the home and nursery of 
soldiers worthy of the expectations of their country.* These constructive 
activities, and the controversies referred to ^ above show that the 
problem of defence eclipses m^ny others in India in their influence on 


the fntara of the country. 

In industrial and agricultural life also there has not been auy pea^« 
The 4Jbited* Provinces and Bihar were rocking on agricultural dis- 
contents ; the proposals of the Ministries with regard 
to sir and bakaaht lands have not appealed to the 
landlords in the former province, and to the peasants 
in the latter. In Bengal and Bihar transfer of 
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ooeniwiMy hd^Baga hM been made free of the paymeBt of aatom* 
Oandloida* fee) ; in Bengal the landlotd'a right d pre-enqition haa been 
dwiidied. In tte Punjab amendmenta of the Alienation Aot 

haue oanaed a frame that threatened to divide tiie province faito two 
campa— town and oonntry. The Aot had divided the people into 
agrienitand and non-agrionltaral elaaaea, an artificial diviaion that haa 
made life abnormal. At a non-Agricnltnriat Conference Sir Goknl 
Cfiiand Naraiigi an ez-Miniater, illnatrated the evils of thie diviaion. 
Men like tiie late Sir 4hsli Haaaain, and Sir Feroee SSian Noon, Hi^ 
Comtniaaiontf of India to Britain, were and are, according to the d^ 
nitions of tide .Act, agrioaltnriata, while men like the late Laia Harkiriiea 
tml, an ex-Miniater, and Mr. Monohariah the preaent Finaooe Miniater 
of the province, were and are non^agrioalturieta. All these men were 
batrioluni, and, perimpe, never had gone near, or tonohed the handle of. 
a .plough. The Madras Estates Enquiry Committee’s report hroutdit 
out ^ tinwy of the majority of the oTembers which found that *tiie 
ryot waa tiie owner of the soil and tiie semindar was only a ooUector 
Mveirae” ; the same theory araa put forward in disonaaiona on the 
tun-incy .legislation in tiie United Provinces Assembly. There are indi« 
oaffons that a growing number of landlords wonid like to be rid of tiie 
reapondbtiities of thdr porition Mid “office” if they were compensated. 
ThA porition haa becmne anomalous, and owing to this they cannot 
aeCtie tbwn to any constructive work and contribute their ahfue of 
woik and talent to national well-being. But during theae oontroversiea 
tiiere have appeared notes of interrogation wkh re^od to (he future, 
with regard to whetiier the tyotwari system made for the real welfare 
of tiie ^tivator of the soil. Students of economic facts of Indian life 
and obaervers of economic tendendeB show that the ryoiwari mtem 
baa not saved the cultivator. To quote from Dr. fiadha Kama! 
MnUmjee'a book-~X«md Problems of India — 

*Aboa( 53 per eent of the lends in Indie ie held nnftr the rfotwari 
system ......But eren in rtatwari trsets there hes been a leise ineieese of sent- 

reeeirers and tenents. It is estimsted that on eoeonnt of tto preralenee of sab. 
iettiog, orer 90 per cent of the lands are not cnltiTated by tenants themselres in 
Madrss and Bomay. Similarly in the Pnni^ the number of rent noeivoia has 
eonsiderably increased of late.„...the actual tiller of the soil...haidly owns sMirs 
than a quarter of the lands in India. 


This quotation riiowa tiiat o^ier factors are involved in the Vies- 
tion ot the lowering of the ^ economic statue of the peasants. They 
appear to be incapable of protecting tiiemeaelves, nn- 
' ^ equal to meeting the world competition into which the 

PsomMs IwodoetB of thdr labour are thrown. Euowing not 

where these are sold, by wbat roads they travel to 
diatHit places, how conattiea from beyond the seven seas tfaitteen 
rivws i^ence the prices of their prrancts for good or evil, the pea* 
aaatry of India are a belidess lot ^ And some sort of fikate gnarcwm- 
abk> has beewne weeeasary. To this tendency id thoncht we owe Che 
orgsiHaation of Apicalcoral Marketing which waa discossed at a Coii» 
ftnnce d MiaisCera held at Delhi at the end c£ November last For 
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"ftme sort of arrangemeDt will be forced oo society by ibe 
growi^ teoBioo of feeling betweon labour and capital in the oigaoi- 
Mtions and instirutions set up in India under the 
impulse and compulsion of modern industrialism. In 
all the provinces there were strikes and look«oats» 
tactics developed by labour and capital to secure or 
extort justice from each other. In the period under discussion there 
oame to an end a strike at Oawnpore whi6h ‘bad lasted for more tbaa 
rix weekst and in which were involved more than 40|000 men 
and women. An estimate has it that more than 20 lakhs of 
working days were lost owing to this strike. According to a 
conservative computation the workers lost Rs. 18 lakhs in wages, 
and the total loss to the industry was somewhere near a crore of 
rupees ; in addition to this the electric supply corporations which 
supplied electricity to the mills, m>st of thorn electrically worked, the 
Imnks, the post and telegraph offices, the railway and other conveyances 
like lorries and bullock carts, the distributors who sold the manu- 
factures of the mills — all were put to losses that have not been esti- 
mated. The other provinces showed no better record. A comparative 
statement of industrial disputes between the year 1921 to December 
31, 1938, goes to show that the year 1938 registered a record in all 
the years during these two decades. There were 399 disputes involv- 
ing 4,01,000 workers ; the number of workers were less than in 1937 
in which vear there were 379 disputes involving 6,48,000 workers ; the 
total number of working days lost was 91,99,000 as against 89,82,000 in 
1937 ; cotton and jute mills accounted for 39 p r cent of the strikes, 
70*8 per cent of the workers involved and 7 1*1 per cent of the working 
days lost ; the number of strikes in which the workers came ont snc- 
cessfnl, whole or partial, was 181 — 51 of the former and ISO of the 
latter. By provinces Bengal showed the highest number — 157 ; Bombay 
— Ill, Madras-— 52 ; the number of workers involved maintained the 
same places — Bengal — 1,62,888 ; Bombay — 62,188 ; Madras — 53,851. 

These statistics prove one thing that society is pat to a loss of 
wealth every year owing to a maladjustment in the relations between 
capital and labour ; this maladjostmeut leads to conflict 
that has its inflnence on the politics of the country. 
Society cannot afibrd this loss ; it shcrald not tderate 
the presence of a runniiig sore 
politic. Society had hitherto been organised on 
different organs. The break-down of economic 
ipjustioes to which this was due, has called for 
the whole to set matters right in the life of die 
as the organ of society’s power, « 
power, Is increasingly being called 


State coBlrol 
of Kfo 


poisoning die body 
antonomy of its 
well-being, a^ the 
the intervention from 
nnits. And the State 
the instrument for the use of this 
upon to intervene. In India also 


we osunot avoid the enoroaobments bn our sntonomies. This is t^ 
mewiDg and signifioanoe of the many activities that the MinisMas in 
the pro^ces are called upon to engage themselves in, to eontrol and 
nniale fhe life of the many nnits that go to make np the life of dm 
Wole in India. Before they . can fully establish their oootiol, tiieve 
must happen these strikes and lock-outs through which Indui will 
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be adiiiatiiig benelf to modern oonditions of life. In more organised 
oonntries these strikes and look-outs, signs of the 2>ain8 of teething, 
have oome to aooept the direction of the States, not without convulsions. 
Though it is a common saying that experience is a dear school, history 
does not show that we do learn from the experiences of others, of our 
predecessors. The JSTtsan and labour movements are evidences of the 
fact that labour and capital in India must pass through the same 
experienoes that have*moulded other countries into modern life. 

Amidst the dark clouds of communal and provincial conflicts and 
oompetitions the small Christian community of India have sent across 
the sky a few shafts of neighbourliness that hold 
promises of a better time. They are only 60 or 65 
lakhs of the more than 35 crores of Indian humanity. 
But by their association with the religion of the rulers 
of the county they have influenced developments in this country, edu- 
cational, social and intellectual ; they have acted as the leaven that 
leavened the whole mass. As pioneen of modern education in the land 
they have helped to create the modern mind in India, to introduce 
many modern institutions of educational and social uplift in the country. 
Bfany of their leaders have helped in initiating the methods of political 
education and agitation that advanced democratic institutions in 
Britain ; many of the leaders have been keen students of Indian history 
rescuing from the debris of the past many a remnant of a civilisation 
that was one of the leaders of the ancient world ; the telling of that 
history by foreign historians has helped us to win back a little of our 
self-respect, -to strive to win it in the field of politics. This development 
in the life of the other communities, the awakening of a new self-respect 
and a new self-assertion, have set the Christian community of Indiari 
Urih in India to thinking how best they could make their contribution 
to the evolving life of the country. This feeling was given expression 
to in the speech of Dr. Harendra Kumar Mukherjee, M.L.A. (Bengal) 
as President of the All-India Christian Conference held at Madras in 
December last : 

^Instead of sayiog I am a Christian first and an lodian afterwards let us in the 

words of Dr. Asirvadl^ our brother in faith, who is Professor of Politics aud 

Public Administration in the University of Madras, say : ^1 am both an Indian and a 
Christian beoanse there is no inner contradiction between the two.” 

Dr. Mnkbmiee’s speech was one substained plea to his people to line 
themselvea up with all the progressive forces in the country, thereby 
fulfilliog the work tiiat their predecessors had begun in 
India. The inner development in their own Church in 
Indi. ,hM made this poaaible. As we find in A. C. 
Underwood’s Oontemporay thought in India (1930): “The 
movement towards a United Christian Church in India in which all deno- 
ndnatioBS will be merged and opportnnities afforded for development on 
iadiKeiieaB linee under Indian leadership, may (padnally over-come the. 
obatades of denominationaKsm, the foreign character of the Church, 
tfid foreign domination." The recofcnition of this evolntion we jkd 
leoMded in the Beport of the World Miesionary Conference Md' at 
Jarasalem in 1928 : "We ardently dedre that the yonneer Chmohea 
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dionld express the Gospel thiouidi their ow& senilis and (hronidi 
forms sidtable to their racial heritase.’’ The late Brahmabandhay 
Upadhyaya who died a martyr to the cause of lodia’a political freedom 
(1907) strode all his life to achieve true synthesis of the truth of 
the Christian revelation and of Indian spiritual culture/’ The Tam* 
baran (Madras) session of the World Missionary Conference (1938) 
worked under this influence where the leaders of the older Churches, 
leaders of Christian life in the West, came ia.the spirit of seekers of 
trutii because the life of their own countrieii was not beins lived in 
the way. of the life of the Founder of their religion. 

As we bring to a close the review and study of the events of the 
last six months in India, we turn with hope to another organisation 
that has been for more than twelve years trying to 

Wo e ’f bring the women of India out of their secluded life 
Confemce activities that have been remaking the life 

of their county and of theirs also. The lady- 
President of the 13th session of the AlMndia Women’s Conference, 
Rani Laxmibai Bajwade of Gwalior, readily acknowledged that the 
present awakening among Indian women ‘‘is due more to what the 
Congress has been doing than to our Conference.” But she claimed 
that it was the natural right of “the woman of the house” to be the 
“first aroused in an earthquake because she has the most precious 
burdens to rescue.” And the developments outside and inside India 
that we have discussed in previous pages have been overturning many 
an ancient and valued institution, and women in India could not be 
indifierent to these threats of disruption, to the shocks of “peaceful 
earthquakes” initiated by the Congress. These have hastened the “entry 
of women into the highest positions of public life.” The members of 
the Conference belong, the majority of them, to the upper and 
middle classes of Indian society. But the growing intensity of 
the struggle for a new India of the strong and the^ free has 
been forcing on the consciousness of even conservative houses 
that women have duties outside that could not be neglected any 
more, that they could not close any longer their eyes to the marks 
of breaknlowo in their social life, close their ears to the cries of 
the poor and distressed in the land whom the centuries^ had left 
on the way-side uncared for. The speeches made and resolutions pass- 
ed at the Delhi session (1938) of the Conference bear witness to the 
fact that the women of India were not blind to the significance of these 
developments. This awareness came vivid out of the words of the 
president : “We shall strike at poverty and social evil. But we shall dc 
so with a full and sleepless realisation that we do it so that beauty shall 
come ill and the spirit become free.” 


The challenge has come to every individual man, to every individual 
woman in India, so to work and so to live that human life may be 
enriched in the country. There may be failures of the 
Spirit of a spirit, there may be failure in leadership. But in what 
spirit sre these to be met, to be overcome ? We began 
thifl study with the recital of a failure of spirit and 
fiulure of leadership in In dia" politics. And the words used by the 
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PNtndeat of (1» Conctesa, &! Sabhgs CSutodra Basa, on that occasion 
•a|H>Iic8 an answer characterisiio of the man, chmcteristic of the type 
of a new leadership. These words are of such styengith, of snch insi(dit 
into die heart of thingSi that they deserve record : 

‘*1 may point oat that a leader baa to pay the price of leadership. In the event 
of aaooesB, he often sets more praise and credit than bo probably deserves, and in 
the event (d faildre, be ffeonentiy gets ail the blame or at least mnoh of it. No 
• leader bIm)^ threfore, gradge if on oooasions he seems tn be judged harshly by his 
fUlowera or by^is oonotrymen. If a battle is won, the general becomes the Hero ; 
if thin^ go wrong he is ponished severely." 

We began the study with a note of pessimism. At the end also 
we find that there is unrest, there is indecision, a. sense of helplessness, 

. of unoertiUnty in the councils of the rulers, in the 

Thnagh straggle market-places of the -world, in the academfes of philo- 
sophers to which men have been used to look for 
light and guidance. Ideals of human conduct are being 
snlqeoted to new tests, and the practices of mankind are being ealled 
opon to adapt themselves to new conditions to meet the needs of new 
vunes in life. India cannot any more contmue in her hermit life. 
Modem science has eli minat ed distance ; the mountains and oceans are 
no longer barriers but are to-day lines of communication on which have 
b^ moving men and women from distant' lands and knocking at our 
dbors with news of a new world. Even if we would we could 
not refose to hear them ; ev^n if we could we would not refuse 
to hear them. Our- sages and saints had seen *the one in all the 
dian g jng manifoldoess of the universe”, (be thread of unity that runs 
through creation f a scientist of modwn India, Acharya Jagadis 
rhannra Basu, has presented this realisation to the test of our senses. 
That redlisatioo has come to New India to be renewed and revivified 
hi the modern worid through 'struggles in the spirit of a new tapaaya, 
a new adMedication. Hindu and Muslim, Christian and Sikh, Bengalee 
and l^aree^ An&ra and Tamilian, Mahratti and Gujrati may appear 
to forget to^y the message of this unity. But the meaning of tiie 
present conflicts and competitions in India, we will realise as we go 
tlrongh tiie tribulations of the present towards the ho^s of the future. 
These hopes wifl sustain ■ us. They can be best described in the words 
of Jaggdis Chandra-'a seer and a scimtist of new India : 

“And in this oouatry through the milleDiains there always have been some who, 
beyond the and absorWog prize of the hour, sought for the reslisadon of 

dm Ughest ideal of life not through passive renonciation, but dirough active 
atrm^. The weakling who has refused the ooofliot, having acquired nothing, has 
aoum« to renounce. |p India anoh ezamidea of constant realisation of ideals through 
work nave leanlted in the formation of a oontinnons living tradition. And by her 
latent power of rejnveneeoenoe she has readjusted herself through infiiiite trausfor- 
mathma. Thus wlule the soul of Babylon and the Nile Yalley has tranastignted, 
ours atm tesMine viud and iHtit eapaoity of absorUng what the time has 'orongh^ 
and making it one with itself." 

—iSpeekUfl amtrUnttei iy Burcsh Chandra Dev) 
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Th^ Council of State 

Budget SjOsaioii-'New Ddlii'— 14th. February to 8th. April 1938 

MBGHAmSATION OF AbMT 

The Badget gessioa of -the Coanoll of State opened at New Delhi on the 14th. 
February 1938. The qaestion hoar was lively. The Commander •in-Chief replied to a 
number of questions on the scheme of army mechanisation. After going over the 

f resent scheme, His Exoellenov added that the qaestion of mechanisation of certain 
ndian nnits was atjpresent ander consideration by the Government of India. 

After question time, the Secretary presented copies of eight bills as were passed 
by the Assembly, inolading the Military Manoeuvres Bill and insarance Bill. 

Railway Budob;; and Dxbatb 

Sir Guthrie Ruaaell, Chief Commissioner of Railways, next presented the statement 
of estimated expenditure and revenue for the year 1938-39, in respect of Railways 
after which the Council adjourned till the 17th. 

17th. & 18th. FEBRUARY The Council held a general discussion on the 
railway budget to-day. Mr. Ramdaa PantulUj the first speaker, subjected the 
budget to a critical analysis, and regretted that there was no reference to a general 
trade and economic condition of the country in relation tOr railways. He urged the 
provision of adequate facilities to encourage the transport of agrioultural produce 
to distant parts. The policy in regard to the rail-road problem was unsatisfactory 
as the railways wanted co-ordination with motor transport by coercion, instead of 
adopting a policy of equitable treatment of other forms of transport. 

sir A. P. Patro expressed the opinion that much of the difficulty of the rail- 
road problem would be eliminated if the railways come to suitable arrangemente 
with Local Governments, since roads were a provincial subject. At thutqm time 
the railways should afford greater amenities to the travelling public. 

Lala Ramaaran Daa declared that in regard to recruitment for various services, 
a definite anti-Indian policy had been adopted in the Indian railways. Perhaps it 
was due to the reactionary recommendation of the Wedgwood Committee. Though 
a large number of well* qualified Indians were available for the mechanical and 
engineering departments from various engineering colleges in India, the railways 
preferred importing foreigners. There was also a rumour among Indians officiating 
as foremen and chargemen that they would never be confirmed but soon be replaoed 
by Europeans. He asked if this was true. The treatment of Indians was also bad 
at the recent Moghul para workshop explosion, where a covenanted European foreman, 
instead of being punished, was quietly allowed to go away. He urged the accelera- 
tion of goods traffic, which would result in a substantial reduction in new wagon 
construotion. He complained of uneconomio pay to the lower subordinate staff 
which generated disoouteut. The amount spent on providing amenities for third 
^ass passengers, he declared, was inadequate as compared with upper class travellers. 
He requested the Government to abolish the surcharge on coal. 

Non-Offioial Rbsolutions 

2l8t. FEBRUARY The Gounoil of SAate transacted non-official business today. 
Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzrua resolution urging active steps to facilitate settle- 
ment of Indians on land in British Guiana and disoonrage their repatriation to India 
was adopted unanimously, the Goverument aooepting the resolution for taking up 
the matter with the Colonial Office. 

An interesting debate ensued on Mr. Suahil Kumar Ray Choudhury'a resolution 
™at luU military training be given to all physically fit Indians between the ages of 
21 and 36 and that they be admitted to permanent nnits in the Army irrespective 
«* out. and oread. 

9 



66 fBS OOtfNOIL OF SfiTfi t mw DUBi- 

The Commandtr-tii-OhM/ explaiaed the futility of saoh a soheme and the ooloseal 
ooBt it would involve. He pointed out that the. training of ail able-bodied Indians 
would mean the oreation of an inorediblj vast army, 200 to 300 times the present 
strength. Of what praotioal nse saoh enormoas army levies would be in modern 
warfare except providing cannon-fodder ? The Government's policy, on the other 
hand, was to seep the Army as small and at the same time as efficient as possible. 
The resolution was negatived. 

24di FEBRUARY The Counoil diaoussed two non-offioial resolntions to-day. 
Sirdar Buta Singh's resolution for a committee to work ont a scheme vrith the object 
of stabilising the prioe of wheat, cotton, gar, sugar, and other agricultural products 
was rqeoted after Mr. Yeates had explained that the matter was primarily the concern 
of provincial Qcvernments. 

After two hours’ aisedssion the House defeated Mr. Kedikkar's resolution that 
the number of cadets admitted to the miliurv academy be raised from 60 to by 
14 to 23 votes. The Gommander-in-Ohief said that recently the Government reviewed 
the pos*tion and came to the oonolusioh that the increase of the number of intake 
was not possible just at present. There had been wastage recently amongst the 
King’s commissioned Indian officers by resignations. Lifelong military career bad 
not In practice appealed to many of those who first took up a commission with 
apparent enthusiasm. He hoped the same would not be found to be the case with 
fine remainder of the Indian officers. 

Biset of PumNa Stjppl. Questions 

2nd. MARCH: — An authoritative decision on the limitations imposed on the right 
of putting supplementary questions was announced by Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy and 
Pandit Hirdaynath Kunzru, over whose supplementary questions in September last 
there was some misunderstanding, necessitating a study of the subject and consulta- 
tions with the Speaker of the House of Commons. Captain Fitzroy bad nothing to 
say, as Sir Maneckjee appealed to him and the House to accept the decision. 

The statement of Sir Maneckjee occupied half an hour to read. He quoted from 
the oommuuioation he had received from Captain Fitzroy, and also from Sir Howard 
Degvflle, secretary of the Empire Parliamentary Association, as well as from the rul- 
ings of Sir Frederick Whyte and Sir Shaumukham Chetty, and submitted *with all 
hnmili^’ that they were exactly what he himself had emphasized so often from the 
Ghair, that the supplementaries are intended only to clear up any ambiguity 

in tbeTS^iy given, or to extract any further information on ‘the subject dealt with in 
the reply. Ax the same time, Sir Maneckjee gave the assurance that he would enforoe 
the principles now enunciated ’justly aud with discretion’. 

Mujtibt MiNosnvBxs Bill 

On the motion of the Oommander-in-Chirf^ the Council of State passed the Bill to 
provide facilities for military manceuvres and for field firing and artillery practice as 
was passed by the Assembly. Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Ckowdhwry moved half a 
doseo amendments and all of them were rejected. 

The House also passed the Bill farther to amend the Destrhetive Insects aud Pests 
Act as was passed by the Assembly. It was moved by Sir Jagdish Prasad. 

Buxldino Industbt Wobkxbs’ Safstt 

Sir Mohammad Yakub moved a resolutiou that the Council having considered 
draft oonvention andrthe reoemmeodations relating to the safety of the building indus- 
ttf recommends to the Governor-General in Couocil (a) that the provinoial Oovern- 
Qients be oonsulted regarding the desirability aud practioability of legislation to peoure 
greater safe^ for worxers in the bnilding industry, (b) that their attention be drawn 
to the reoemmendataons ooneerning oooperatiou, aocideut prevention and vocational edii* 
cation. Sir Mohammad desoribM the important features of the draft oonventien 
and the attitnde of various Goveromonts who were represented at the Geneva Assembly 
SMsioa ia when it 'was considered, mie Indian delegates had pointed oat the 
ODsaitabiliW of seven! prepossie to Indian conditions. Sir Mohammad Ysknb said that 
it appemd from the peroira of the proceedings that most ooantries had fonod safety 
M ne rmnlstioa or the building iiMnstrv. Bat in India conditions wen qaito 
dti sreBt Ibe oenatraatioa pt heoM in Inman villages could not be construed as a 
banadniw oeaapgHoa bq^da game oomamsoUl oitiaa worn aooideota were ioaeparable 
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tnd BO iofloo was possible nolees the oooperstion of the looal OoTernneiiti sad anai* 
eipslities «ss seonred. There shoala be sa sdeqaste system of iaspeotioa in eatoroe 
the buiMtiaf laws. The ooDveotion itself was of a oomplioated oatare. sod difioaU for 
eaforoemeat io the oa|p of India. The fonotion was primarily that of the proTiaoDil 
Oorernaleate sad their diaoretion oonld aot be fetterra by the deoieioa taken by the 
oentral OoTernmeat _ 

The resolution was paasecE The Oonnoll then adjonmed till ICaroh 4. 

Orpoampir Walk-out 

4di. MARCH About 20 members of the ProgressiTS sod Oongreas parties walked 
out to-day following Sir Jame$ Qrigg'a statement eaplpinins the Qorernment’s position 
on the controversy regarding the ezolusion from the foled list of the expenditure on 
Defence and External Affairs. 

After Sir James Grigg, who spoke amid repeated interraptions, Bai Bahadur 
Bamaaran Daa* leader of the Opposition. Mr. Kamdaa Pantulu, leaddk of the Con- 
gress party, ana Sued Boaaain Imam^ deputy leader of the Progressive party, made 
statements protesting against Hhe curtailment of the ^ rights and privileges of the 
Assembly with which the Council of State forma the oentral legislature*. Sir A. P. 
Patro rose to speak when all members of the Progressive and Congress parties 
walked out. 

Obktbal & DxrxNOB Ezpbndxtubb 

Explaining the Government’s attitude regarding the Legislature’s right of 
vote on Defence expenditure. Sir Jamea Origg^ Finance Member made the 
following sfatement in the Counoil of State to-day : — 

Sir tUmes Gring oontinned : ’^Tbe argument has been advanced that, though 
the olassiQoation of that expenditure is a legal use of a power vested in ioe 
Oovernor-General-in-Gouncil, nevertheless there was no obligation on the Qovernor- 
General-i;>Couooil to use that power in the sense m which it has been 
used, and that the previous practice should have been permitted to continue 
under which, while the army estimates were not submitted to the vote, the 
expenditure of the Army Department as it was then known was treated as 
voted expenditure comparably with the expenditure of other departments of the 
civil seoretariat. This is the sole question at issue, * since as previously the 
Governor-General has thrown the entire defence estimates open to discussion by 
the legislature. 

^As is well known, the Central Executive and Legislature, while- '«4h6y are 
in form retained unchauged in the trausitional period, now function bn the 
basis of the new distribution of powers under the Aota of 1935.* Briefly the 
position under the Aot is that the powers, both legislative and finanoiqJ, of the 
Central Legislature in the transitional period correspond with the powers-, 
after the establishment of Federation, of the Federal Legislature. 

’’When Federation is established, Defence will be administered by the 
Governor-General in bis disoretion. The expenditure which the Governor-General 
will incur for the discharge of his functions in respect of defence will 
include the expenditure of the Defeuce Department and will he charged ^ on 
the revenue of the Federation under Section 33 in the transitional period. 

Beotion 39 is not in force and the position is regulated by Section 67A of 
the old Aot in the modified terms in which it has *been re-euaoted in the 

ninth sohedule of the New Act The several changes made in that seotioo are in the 
direotioQ of seonring a similar olassifioation in the transitional period of voted and 
noo-yoted expenditore such as will distinguish in the Federation .period expenditure 
submitted to the vote and expenditure charged on the r^eniies. 

’’Tfie treatment of defence expenditure as non- voted is a featnre oemaion 
to the old CoDstitation and to the aew. But while in the old Coastitatipn 
it was possible to treat expenditure on the army departaipnt as in a seoM 

diqtinot from the defence expenditure, that distinotion is no longer, permissible 
under the provisions of the new Aot. Thus in 'addition to the Jjf^ner^ 
statement given above of the new position of the Central Legislature, ^ Part 10 
pf the new Aot, which is now in operation, draws a statutory distinotion 
between the defence eervioee of the Crown in * India and the Civil l^vioee, 
and tke effect of Beotion 238 in that part of the Aot is to bring the establiahmeot 
of the Defence Department within ^e deflnitioB, nov qperative of defenoe 
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ttrfioti. As sadh, szpenditora -on ihst ds|^rtaent regairas now to be trantod 
as non-Toied ; and will when Federation is established be charged on the rsTennes. 

*It follows that in the olassifioation now made there was no issne of 

polio? bpen to the OoTernor-Oeneral^in-Oonnoil to dapide. In their classifioation 
in the traditional period of ezpeaditnre on» the'^Tbfeooe Department as non- 
TOted ezpmiditure, the po?eroment of India have ^followed the presoriptions 
.of the atatnte binding alihe on themselves apd on the Legisiatare.*’ 

Sir James Grigg contended that the Legislative Assembly had lost nothing 

real by the ohan^ the Government of . India bad been compelled by law to 
asake. The burden of the coMlaint igade in the Lower House was that the 
House was not prevented from fMording^ - a vote on the Defence expenditure. 
That was wholly Jnaoourate. In previous years the position was that the 
Assembly had recorded ^ ijo views about defence by voting on grants for the 

defence 0 ipendit«ire which covered the salaries of S comparatively small 
number of olerks and peons in that department and year by yeaa Jhb 
Assembly had rejected ^ the whole of thw^^rovision and had forced the uevetnor- 

General to restore this element in the Defence expenditure. This element 
of defence jSSpenditure represented four lakhs of rupees out of forty-five crores. 
The finance Member thought that to visit the wxsth of the Assembly on a 
few olerks and peohs in the Defence Department was highly artificial. There 
was a more effective way of showing their reprobation by voting on ^e 
Executive Oouooil, which was responsible* for the defence policy. Therefore it 
appeal^ to him* that the whole grievance was a manofautured one. 

Lala Ramaarandas^ Leader of the Opposition, stated :^“The Government in dis- 
regard of u long standing praotioe have deprived the Central Legislature of ther right 
it, has enjoyed Of voting the demand for the civil seoretariat of the Defence Depart- 
ment MO doubt this House ^akes no part in the voting of the budget demand but it 
cannot remain indifferent to the curtailment of rights and privileges of the other 
House, with which it forms the Central Legislature. 

T Ale Samsarandas, proceeding, stated s *^The submission of the demand for the 
DefOooe l^retariat gave the Assembly a direct opportunity of expressing its opinion 
about the military policy of the Government of India which was ftSjlj availed of year 
after year. However embarrassed the Government might have been ^ by an adverse 
vote m the Assemblv year after year, this was no justification for changing the pro- 
cedure followed till last year and imposing a new restriction in a vital matter. 

*We can attribute change only to a ohauge in the attitude of the Government 
of India. Id order to enter oub strong protest against the temper and outlook, 
which this ind^ates, *we have decided to take no part in the discussion on the 

Mr. Ramdaa PanitKk said: ‘‘The Congress party in this House" has' deilded to 
follow fhe course adopted by the Congress partV in the Assembly., We feel that nt^ 
other course is left open to us in this House. The departure made by dBwern- 
ment in the usual procedure by removing from the vote of the Assembly Mtimates of 
expenditure on army seerbtariat has the effect of curtailing the power and privilege 
of the Central Legislature as a whole on a very vital matter. This flonae cannot 
allow such an enoroaohment toy the Government on powers of the Legislature without 
recording its protest in a fighting manner. We feel that the provisions mf the Gow- 
emment of India Act" spdoially the transitory provisions embodied in paragraph 67A 
of the ninth sohdlnle to the Act, have not altered the constitutional position, so as to 
make it obligator]^ on the Governor-General to withhold from the vote of theMssembly 
estimates of expeaditoikl on the Aripy Seoretariat. Even Section fi38 o(^e Goyern- 
ment of India Act, when read with Section 317 and ninth schedule has not the effect 
of lifting awaj^e discretion vested in the Governor-Genexal. No. valid renon 
iQrAhe,ttnoallea*for and provooative departure has been given kgr the Govirnment 
Therefore, we havg J^ided njt to participate in discussion on the buffet (his year. 

**Now coming to the statement made by the Finance Member I must say that I 
don’t find any reason to alter^ the word of the statemeiR I have just read out: He 
net only did not improve his case, but made it worse. On the legal and oonatitu- 
dtonal ground'he^ia clearly wrong. The Governor-General’s discretion to follow the 
usnal procedure «ls left untouohedf till the FedcMtion is established. We need not 
contemplate what'ie to hapnen after Federation comes. It may not come lor the 
Oonggpi.ls pledged to see i&tl it doee not comCi 
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InDO-BbuISH Tb&DI AosiBKIffl 

Till. ilARCH :--^ompIet6ly Texed oxer the delay in the snooeesful iesne of the 
lodo-Britiafa Trade Agreement, and finding that * the OoTernment in the meanwhile 
was disregarding and oironsBUitnting the verdict of the Legislature, the Opposition in 
the Connell of State gave. a*timely Varning to the Government. ^We do not want 
to leave any loopholes for /the Government after our bitter experienoe, was the 
spirit in whion Mr. Govindlal Shivlal IfoHlal asldd that the present interim 
agreement should terminate ’here and now*, and further that the Central Legislature’s 
opinion as to the new ‘agreement should prevail. 

Bai Bahadur Lala^Bam Saran Das, PanOU Btrdap Nath Kunzru and Mr. T. 
Bamdas Pantulu all argued that no harili would bp; done to India beoauae the rise 
in the price of agricultural produce ^as greater thi^ i^pt of manufactured goods. 
In any case they all. felt that the interim trade agrSbnent which had been entered 
into by the executive without consulting the legislature should ^noCbe allow^ to 
hamp^ and delay a successful issue of the negotiations for a permanent pact 

Sir A. P. Patro was alone among* tlie non>oflScial members in thinxing that the 
agreement should proceed not on lines suggested by the non-oflcial ad^sers who 
Wdre mostly mill-owners but as the Government would consider proper taking into 
consideration also the interests of ’the man behind the plough*. 

Sir Mahomed Yakub explained the Ooveniment’s mind that they did not have the 
same touching faith in the non-official advice as Mr. Govindlal Shivlal Motilal nor 
would they agree to the proposition that the legislature’s view alone should prevail. 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunaru and Mr. Bamdae Pantulu had been at pains to see 
that the spirib of the fiscal autonomy convention should at least prevail and as to 
this Sir Mahomed Yakub asked the House to rely on the Statesmanship of Sir 
Mahomed Zafrullah Khan, permanent Commerce Membeiv^ 

Child Mabbiaoe Bxstbaini AiMnd. Bill 

The only other important business transacted was the passing oi the Bill of 
IHwan Lalchand Navalrai for strengthening the Sards Act (Child Marriage Res- 
traint Aot Amendment Bill). He came to the gallery expecting a great debate but 
was told by B^Bamuni Menon^ who sponsored it, that the House was very helpful 
and the Gov<^nment did not *even find it necessary to’.^speak. After the manner in 
which Bai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Dasy who was believed to be a Sanatanist, spoke 
in favour of the measure and ouoted freely from Sastras and Yedas, there was none 
to utter a word against the Bill. 

Dxvilopiiint Of Aib & 6ba Fobcxb Ubobd 


10th. MARCH The Council of State discussed non-oQcial retolutions to-day. 
Bandit E, ’N, Kunzru moved a resolution recommendfog to the Governor- General- 
in^UDoil to iiedistribute the defence expenditure between the land,* sea and air 
dbHeesj^aa to provide for a more adequate defenoe of the country by sea and air 
foroesr In modern warfare, he said, cavalry and infantry regiments were not of 
such great use as they used to be once upon a time.; Jhe proposed mechanisation 
scheme of the Indian army was no donbt introduced as part of mechanisation of the 
entire British anny in England. Considering the little... use the British cavalry 
regiments served. Pandit Kunzru asked why these regiments' should not be sent back 
to England or if thpy were to be retained in India wny the entire cost of the 
mechanisation should not be borne by His Majesty’s Governments 
*|Kr.«()’Gf7t;te claimed that the army maintained in J^iawas very smalh consi- 
dering the area, population and extensive land and sea frofitierx. In the North-West 
Frontier the oivil districts were constantly threatened with tribal raids, and the 
mover of the resolution had not fully understood the natjirq of tlyibfrontier problems^ 
wheh he suggested that highly mechanised army was not required lor -frontier 
warfare. However, they felt that, wfietber the Army was to face. minor or major 
dangers, it should be abreast of modern developments and needs. Mr. Ogilvie pointed 
out that India alone ^imong the countries in the world had reduced her defence 
' budget by Rs. 23 and a half ororee during the last fifteen ye 
Xrola Bamzardn Daz^ Leraea of the Progressive pa-^ 

Md that thanks to Government’s policy on the frontier . , ^ _ 

the frontier tribes had lessened, and therefore,^ the Goverpment ( ^ . 

reheve the oonoentration of land forces on tba frontier anfi use the savings in 


e wonu nno rvuuvou uoi uoxeuw 

teen years. 

) parf^, .supporting the nmtioo. 
itier the propensities of 

the Go'vernment oonid afford to 
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•tnuditiiliig the air force, deferring to moheaieatioii, the epeekor said it wee 
not the doty of the lodiaa Oofernmeot to meohenise the British seotion of the 
Indian army whioh was not permahent in India. 

Pandit Aunaru^ replying to the debate, contended that the programme of mooha- 
nisation was doe to a change of army policy in Britain and India was made to 
follow Britain, whether she liked it or not 

fieferring to the frontier danger mentioned by Mr. Ogilrie, Pandit Kansm asked, 
*'Why oan’t he tell ns how we are endangered either in the East or in the West ? 
It is this reticenoe and lack of frankness that is responsible for the oonntiy’s sns- 
pidohs of Government’s actions’*. He wanted to know why in India alone the 
peace-time army was maintained on a war footing. 

Mr. Ogilvia^ replying to Pandit Ennzrn, ^ said that the Indian army had been 
rednoed to so small a size that it had been imperatively necessary to keep what 
they bad on a war footing ready to go to war at notice. 

The resolution dts negatived by 24 votes to 14. 

BzoucnON OF Daruroa BzPBNDnuBB 

Mr. ffossain Imam moved a resolntion urging the Government to appoint a 
committee of the members of the Central Legislature to examine the defence budget 
with a view to reducing the expenditure generally and in particular to attaia the 
following objeocives : 

(a) Reductions in ancillary and engineering department expenses ; 

(b) Increase in income from the disposal of stores ; , 

(c) The. possibilities of transferring part of pension charges to the Brituh 

Government ; 

(d) The feasibility of questioning the composition of capitation charges, and 

(e) The enquiry or otherwise of charging the whole or part of the oontribntion 

for the National health insurance and the unemployment assurance for 

British soldiers. 

He pointed out that the Defence budget showed an increase of two orores of 
rnpees during the last two years, in spite of the faot that Burma was sepsrsted 
and Eogland was making a oootribution to India. He claimed that the business side 
of the army was top-heavy and could be replaced by an Indian personnel without 
loss of effioieney and at the same tince resulting in a saving of nearlr half^the cost. 
He pointed out the hugq waste in the army stores and that a large stook of medi- 
cines purchased by the Defence Department was foisted on provinoial Oovernmenta 
and local podies at high cost! 

Mr. dgilifie asked the House to consider whether this was the opportune moment 
for the appointment of ^^oh a committee. The situation in the world to-day was 
such as required not retrenchment in the defence expenditure but au increase. To 
carry on without any increase was in itself a high tribute to the Defence Depart- 
ment's solicitude for the tax-payer. Mr. O’Gilvie added that, as it was, any retrenoji- 
ment on a large scale was unthinkable, at the present moment. Over nine orores of 
economy had been effected in the army expenditure since 1939*30. There was in 
existence a public accounts committee, which dealt very fully with the. whole 
financial and business side of the defence forces in India and*any other committee 
to do the same work was not necessary. 

Rat Bahadur Ram Saran Das, referring to the saving of 93 lakhs of rnpees 
in the defence expenditure due to a shortage of British troops in India, said that 
this saving should be permanent. He suggested greater oare in giving army contracts. 
He ‘emphasised that the present was the suitable time for a committee. For, after all, 
the recommendatiou of snch a committee were not binding on the Oovernment, tnt 
their suggestions would be useful to them. 

Pandit H, N. Kuntru said a substantial reduction waa possible by either of two 
ways, nagaely, withdMiwal of British tro(mB from India and indnstrlelisation so as 
to make India, as far as possible, self-sumoient in ail kinds of army stores. The 
Government must seriously consider the necessity of mannfaotnring arms and 
ammunition in India. 

Mr. O OilvU pointed out that Pandit Knnzm’a fil^geation far indoatrialisation or 
iending Indian apprentices might bo useful from the point of view of Indianitatloii, 
but they ware hardly suilaole as a measnre of economy. He suted that the Inoh- 
oepe Committee sat at a time when the ermy was big soon after the war, and 
redttotioiiB were possible. Again the Betrenohmeni Oommittee of 1981 wee oonati- 
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iotid Ik the faoe of e aott dieestroiit* damp all .^ofor the world, fiinoe then fharo 
had bijiB»prama8i?e retrenohmeiit, bat they had eeaohed a atage where lednotioo 
waa not poaaihle. 

Ihe'teaolation waa r^eoted witbont h ^riaion. 

Chm Aarfeiia to Fidibal Oouftr 

2UL IfASCM :-^lhe COnaoil of. State met to*day with a hea?y agenda of eight 
non-olBcial reaolatioDO befoie it.. 

After qaeatioDB farther diaonaalon on ffaji Mohammad. Auatat»’e\ reoDliItion, 
nrging the Qorernmeot of India to take immediate atepa to introdnoe meaaarea to 

E roTide for civil appeals to the Federal Court fiqp the jadgmenta of the High 
ioarta in British indie as provided, in the Federal^Conrt by aeo. . d06 (1) of me 
GkiTeroment of India Act, I935« and to establish, it the earliest p'oaaiUe dates 
Shpreme Court of Criminal appeal la India, waa resamed. 

Mr. F. N, Sapru^ supporting the resolution, appealed tq * the OoTemment, to 
oohsider it in a. sympathetic spirit as there were neither political nor oonm- 
versial principles, involved. He pointed out that the Federal CouK which con- 
sisted of eminent fudges had hardly any work to do with- the resold that ealnable 
fudicinl- talent found no scope for espressibn. Federatiou was stiU far off and at 
present from their point, of view the Federal Court was a oostly Insovy and 
therefore It was thetr doty to provide some work if it ought to justify its ezia- 
teoue; It had been held that at present the appeals to the Privy Connoil were 
verv costly and dilatory to Indian litigants and it would he advaatagpons to all If 
civil appeals were vested in the Federal Coart; ^ 

Mr. Hamdaa Pantulu^ Leader of the Congress party^ opposed the resolution 
which had not mdioatod' any schema by which India would he self-oontained in 
the matter of appeals. The provision for more oonrts of appeal, ho said^ was 
not in the interest of India (A vioce— It was in the interests of lathers) Ha 
did not aee that a snfficient case had been made for the establishments of a* ooart 
of criminal impeal for none liked the prolongation of appeals of oriminal oases. 

Pandit Eridav Nath Kunzru also oontended that the Oovernment of India 
Act did not expressly prohibit the establishment of a Supreme Court of Criminal 
appeals. If oooe the principle was accepted then it would be easy to strictly 
limit the criminal appeals to ' cases in which a sabstantial principle of law was 
involved. He Wrongly criticized the contention that the provision for these appeals 
would help the bar. 

Eaji Syed Mohammad Euasain^ replying to the dehate^said that his resolution 
was to see to what extent had the Government accepted it in piincipte and he 
hoped that an early action would be taken to jdve effect to it. As for the second 
part ot the resolution, he hoped to plaoe a bill before the Honae. He withdrew 
the lesblntion. 

Qotxbnkxnt Sxryiobs & Posts 

Sir Ramunni Menon moved a resolution urging the introdnotion, as early as 
j^raoiioabie, in regard to the services aud posts in the Government of India and 
the centrally administered areas the recruitment to which is in the competence 
of die Government of India, of the scheme of recruitment adnmbrated in the 
Government of India's circular letter published on Jan. 20 last to all the provinoial 
Governments with suoh modification and amplification as farther consideration 
may necessitate, but without abaodoniog the two essential conditions laid down 
in the said soheme in regard "to the age and the stage of education at ^ which 
candidates would be entitled to appear for the proposed prelimiaaay examination. 

Mr. P. N, Sapru said that there had been a tendenoy to blame the nniversities 
for unemployment which might also be dne to ^ the ecopomio phenomenon. If it 
waa dne to the latter any amount of reorganisation of edneation would not solve 
the problem of unemployment. He was extremely critioaf* of the ’ Government 
proposal. 

Railway Subohabob on Coal 

Bai Bahadur Lola Ramaaran Daa moved a resolntion to the. Governor General 
In Oonneii that the auroharge levied on the railway freight Tor ooal and hard 
ooke ahould be abolished forthwith. Reviewing the history of the anroharge oa 
the freight for ooal and hard ooke the mover pointed out that it waa levied at the 
time when the railway fiinaaoea.weae at the lowest ebb^Jq 1932 tad the Gov- 
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•romrat Ind promised to remoT# t&e sonobarge os soon ra'" the railwaj fiasaoes 
would OOBBS into Uieir own. Xhe mofo^ msintiined that the Oorerniaeiif had not 
hononred the^ pledge th^bad given; -It msent the railway finanoes were in a 
aovnd condition and it was] (jme that the wTerameiit f aliJlra' the pledge and re- 
mooed the saiohargei whion was a handicra to^ the deoelepment and growth of 
the indnatry in India. ** 

dVr Ou&rie Suaaellf Ohief Oommisatoner of Batldliys, jeplying maintained that 
the Government had hononred the pledge given and pointel out how the Govern- 
ment had nednoed the enroharge, which was 15 per cent, in 10S2 to 12 and a half 

S ir cent in 1985, anbjeot to a maxiinnm of one rupee per ton irrespective of distanoe. 

e said that ^e time had not yet come for rates. Ih^ had carefully eiamined 
the posifion which Bhowed that the sureharga did not effect the movement of the 
tramo whatsoever. The speaker quoted flgnree proving his contention. The House 
x^ted redolntion. 

Pnonsi AoAorsT Futanob Bill 

22iid- MARCH After onestion Mr. J. C. Nixon^ Secretary, Finance Department 
moved that the Finance Bnl, as recommended by the Oovernor-Oeneral, be taken 
into eoneideration. He said that the Honse was already aware of the oiroumstanoea 
in which the Governor-General ^thooght it proper to restore all the grants which 
had been rejected in the Lower Honse. Conseqaentiy, in order to carry on the 
aotivitiee of Government they reqntred all those resonroes which were indicated in 
the Budget States^at made both Hjnsea. Those resoniroes inpladed the passing 
of the Finance BiR which was also rejected in the Aese&bly*., ‘The recommended 
Finance Bill mecoly proposed to carry on the statns quo. It impoapd no fresh 
taxation and it prqpoMd'no reduction in taxation. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Ramtaran Daa^ leader of the Progressive party, said for reasons, 
already •stated, on former oooasiona hie party^ had decided not to participate in the 
diaonaaion of the Finance. Bill. They would, however, vote against the Bill 
at every stage. 

. Mr. Mmdas Pantvdus leader of the Oongreai party, said his party also decided 
for same reasons not to participate in the disonssion. There was anotner reason 
also, namely, «io nsefnl pnrpose would be served In consideration of • a Bill in a 
oertifled form, as no aSeratian was possible. 

Thereafter Ur. H. H. Parkar (Bombay Chamber) rose to speak and « all the 
members of the ProgressUre and Congress parties, numbering about 20, walked 
out of the Chamber. 

After Mr. Parker, Sir Patro and the Maharqja of Darbhanga had spoken, Mr. 
Nixon replied to the diaouesion. 

When the motion for oonsideration was put to the Honse, the Honse jnst then 
chidlenged a division. 

Thu President said he would not permit a division in the exercise of his own 
' discretion as there wao only one member who ohalienged it. 

Immediately thme was a stampede and all the members who' were* peeping 
through the curtains rushed in. 

Tho opposition members questioned the President’s rnliog. Bfr. Eunzfu minted 
out thab mey had every right nut to psvtioiuate in the-dcbate and yet vote. 

In the general oonfnsion the Prendeat declared Mr. Nixon’s motion carried. 

Rot Bahadur Ramaaran Daa wanted to make a etatement, but the President 
disMlowed iuiy statement and proceeded to pnt clauses and schednle of 
the Bill to vote. 

He pnt the eohednle to the House first and the Opposition shouted **no”. The 
President reiterated his earlier ruling and disallowed a division. 

Thereupon there was further oonfusion and excitement in the House, members of 
the Oppontion insisting^n their right to vote. Pandit Kunzru said that ^for the 
(fiiair to an that our action is riimt or wrong is going too far**. Mr. Hossain Imam 
shouted, ** What is undignified” What is unparliamentary ?^ * Yet few understood 
under what rnlee the President had diesllowed the motion. 

Tha President called for order and remarked : **lt wes an nnfieooming and 
Undignified proceddre for the Honse of Bldera to pureue.” 

Ae-J^msident agreed to reconsider hie rnling on condition that members withdrew 
eertain remmltB ilTeged to have , been awMe aga in et the Chair. Membere refused to 
withdraw them and metsted on Iheir 
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Wliiii there was utter oonfusion, the Leader of the House Sir JagadUh Pratad 
requested the Ohair to adjourn the House for 16 n^uutes. 

The President accordingly took the sense of the House and adjourned it. 

The Council reassemble after haIf-an«hour« * * 

Laia.Bamaaran Daa made a atatemecriou behalf of his party. He said that any 
action tidcen by his party was hy way of protest agaioat the Qoveruor-Qeneriil’e 
oertifioatioa of the Finance Biil^and restoration of grants in disiegard of the wishes 
of the Oentral Legislature. It 'was in no sense intended as disoourteons to the 
President personally or to the Ohair or to the House. As they desired to ohallenge 
the Government's motion they wished that a division be taken. 

Thereupon the Preaident said that the decision which he took a few minutes ago 
in disallowing a division was based on misunderstanding. His predecessors on several 
such occasions bad disallowed a division. For eal^le, the late Sir Alexander 
Muddiman, who was the first President of the Oonncil had observed *tkat the 
request for a division is frivolous and I disallow it** There havp been several 
subsequent rulings by his successors supporting this point. In view of the statement 
by the Leader of the Opposition, and particttlarfy as the demand for a division 
came from a larger number of members, it gives a different complexion. He would 
now allow a. division on the motion that the * sohedulw^ to the Bill be taken 
into considdhition. 

Tho House divided and the motion was carried by 27 votes to 15. The House 
again divided on the final motion that the Bill as recommended by the Qovernor- 
Genoral be passed and it was carried by the same number of votes. 

Only three members participated in the brief debate on the Finance Bill. Mr. 
Parker rmetted the action of the Opposition in refusing- to . participate in the 
debate. He reiterated his^ complaint against the retention of suroharges on income 
tax anW oustoms and urged a revision of the tariff schedules 40 as to make them 
more scientific. 

Sir A, P. Patro said it was a pity that elected representativeB in the House 
should have refused to discuss the Finance Bill and that the Bill as certified* by the 
Oovornor-Qeneral did not receive the attontion it deserved. He thought that the 
Budget was an excellent ono because it did not impose fresh taxation. 

Tho Maharaja of Darbhanga criticised the “status quo** budget which had 
maintained the existing taxation which was already too high. 

After a brief reply by Mr. Nixon, the Finance Seoretaryv the President put the 
motion to vote, with the result above mentioned. 

Two OvFiciLL Bills passed 

23rcl. MARCH The Council of State passed two official bills to-day, namely, the 
Tea Control Bill and the Workmen*8 Compensation Act Amendment Bill, as passed by 
the Assembly. 

Sir Mohammad Yakuhy Commerce Member, sponsored both the bills. Moving the 
Tea Control Bil^ he explained the various provisions of the Bill and said that the time 
had not yet arrived for completely removing the control over the tea industry, If no 
control was sought to be exercised now, it would result in flinging the industry, -again 
in' a parlous state from which it was redeemed 10 years ago.^ 

Lala Ram Saran Daa thanked the Government for agreeing to non-official demaMS 
to include' one representative on the board to represent the Punjab, the United Provip 
ces and the Bihar tea interests. He hoped that the quota fixed for India would be 
such as might be advantageous to India. The Bill was passed. The second bill was 
also passed without much disoussioiL'' The Connell then adjourned till the Ist April. 

Trade Disputes Act Amend Bell 

Itl. APRIL :*»Mr. Clow in moving for consideration of the Trade Disputes Act Ame^- 
ment Bill, as passed by the Assembly, strmed the importance of taking all reasonable 
steps to secure harmony in indnsti^. He mentioned that daring the last iS months 
there had been more strikes in India than in any corresponding period previously ex- 
cept in 1920-21. While he hoped that tho number was infiatea by causes which 
would prove to be temporary, he suggested that an improvement in fndnstrial relation 

S merally waa most desirable. Tribunals that could be appointed under the Trade 
isputes Act oould not be established in early stages of the dispute and inevitably 
tended to start working when the parties had already ranged in opposite oampa and 
when an agreement was difficult to seoure. oonoiliation offioecs, for whose 
10 
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Mree tiuit y^tarwm and tramways oonldidM classed ns pablio ntilitjr services. Unless 
m Goyemment had adequate* control over them they were essentially run for private 
profit What was needed was not deotaring any form of strikes illegal bat a reform 
of the oamtalist system with a tifihe of hamility towards . labour. In India strikes 
were nrooc^t about by oapitaliats ignoring the just demands df labour and very often 
repressive powers were used against labour. Mr. Sapru agreed that the weapon of 
stMSS should bq uMd jrHh restraint bat ^e Government if it wished the welfare of 
the oommnnity as a whole, should aiiord equal protection both to the labour and the 
oapitalist 

Mr. ffoeaain /mam opined that the suooess or failure of this measure mnld de- 
pend on the olass of oonoiliation officers appointed by the Government These officers 
should be able to oofiimand the oonfidenoe of labour. He thought that ttie Bill as it 
stood was not much ef improvement on the original Act. 

Mr. Eaiikkar supported the Bill. He said that he was interested neither in labour 
nor capitalism and he had seen several strikes in Nagpur many of which were not in 
the interest of labour and could have been avoided. After seeing a number of labour 
legislations daring the last few years he oonbladed that the Government were giving 
more importance to the grievances of labour than the capitalist. He hoped that this 
Bill when passed would go a long way in promoting industrial peace in the country. 

Sir David Devadoaa and Mr. Ramdaa Fantulu supported the Bill. Mr. Pantulu 
said that the Oongress was as much solicitous of the interests of Idbour as any one 
in the oountrY* {Sir A, P, Pairo : Merely in words). As a co-operator, Mr. Pantum 
beUeved in harmony between capital and labour and he had complete confidence in 
responsible provincial Governments to effectively solve labour problems in the near 
future. In conclusion, Mr. Pantulu suggested that labour leaders should organise a 
labour par^ on the lines of the British Labour party. 

' After Mr. Clow had replied the House adopted the motion for consideration. 

Mr. Parker thereafter moved a lengthy amendment that in clause 10 relating to 
oonoiliation officers as proposed in section 18-A the following sub-section be added : 
‘If any person supplying information or producing document to the conciliation officer 
requests tibat the information or the document or any part thereof shall be treated as 
confidential the conciliation officer shall not disclose such information or the contents 
of such document or any part thereof except to (a) an authority which had appointed 
him to be the conciliation officer, or (b) to the parties oonogrned in dispute for the 
purpose of mediating therein or for promoting a settlement nhdreof. 

If the oonoiliation officer contravenes the provisions of the* above sub-section he 
shall be punishable with fine whicj^ may extend to Rs. 100/ 

*No criminal court shall take cognizance of an offence under this section except 
with the previous sanction of the authority appointing the conciliation officer and no 
civil qourt shall, without a liku sanction, entertain any suit against the conoUiation 
effieelawith respect. to the disqlosure of any information'' df the contents uf any docu- 
ment or a part thereof of the^nature referred to above’. 

The amendment was* adopted. The Bill as amended thereafter was passed. 

The. House also passed another BiJh’moved by Mr. Wifliama to amend the Hindu 
Women’s right to Aoperty Act of 1937 ' as passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

The Council then adjourned till the 7tfa, April. 

IftviGXAL Bills bisbbs 

7tbu APRflL :-«€he Council of State passed to day three, official Bills, namely, 
the Bin to provide for temporary continuance of the .existing, protection oonferrra 
op the sugar industry M British India, the Bill., to amend the law relating to salt 
as a^reaent in force in Sind, and the Bill to* amend the Ihdfan Coffee Gess Act 
of 1935, as passed by the Assembly. 

^ Child Mabbi4<» Bbszrawt Bill 

Sib. APRIL The Counoil of State adjourned aine die todaj^ after haying 
passed the Sarda Aot Amendment Bill and two official Bills^tbe Bill to continue 
the mteetive dnto imposed on broken rice for another year and*the Bill to amend 
the Sirihl Joint Water Board Act of 1996. 


as a friend of both the parties 
u, should be able to prevent many 

Mr. P. N. Samna oriSoiBfid several erovidlSns of the Bill In nartioolar he di 


appointamt the BIfi provided, oould by aotii 
fned ia ting before antamlsm had-heen^aronsr 
pntsa from reenlting m ruptnre of reiaSona. 
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Mr. Mamdas Pantulu moved that the Bill .id ^amend the Saida Act, aa paase^ 
by the Assembly, be taken into consideration and passed. He explained in detail 
the improvements sought to be introduoed in the Aot with a view to making it 
more effective and said that this measum was of national importance. Bo long aa 
the evil of child marriage existed, India could . not achieve fun-fleoged 
nationalism. 

Eight other members who participated in the discussion spoke fn favour of 
the measure. Haji 8vei Mohamed Husain^ olaimieg^to speak on behalf of Mnslims, 
slid that while the Muslim members were not oppeaipg the passage of the Bill, they 
would not participate in the discussion. And that was oonsi^tent with their attitude 
towards the original Sarda Aot. 

i/r. Hoasain Imam said that sooiiJ reforms should not be enforced bv 
the rule <^the rod. Sir Jagdiah Praaad on behalf of Government supported the Bill. 

After Mr: Pantulu had replied to the debate, the Bill was passed. The PreMant 
thereafter adjohrned the Oounoil 8ina dia. 


September ISetaion— •Simla*-6th* to 22nd* September 1938 

^oisLiTiTE 'C ontrol of DiFENceiPoLiOT 

The Council oi^ State commenced its September Session .at * Simla on the 
6th. September, 1038. After interpellations Mr. P, AT. Sapru moved' a 
resolution recommending to the Oovernor-General to associate more olosely 
the legislatum with the formulation and direction of the defence policy 
by the appointment of a standing committee of the legislature to advise 
on Ihe defenoe policy or fay such other practicable measures consistent with 
the present constitutional position as may be recommended by the oommittee pre- 
ponueratingly non-offioial in character, appointed for this purpose. Ifr. Sapru said 
that the House should have been jnstined in asking for eentrol of the defence, 
militarv' strategy and military discipline. But he knew that the British public 
would hot concede all that. He therefere only asked for increased influence in 
army matters. He proposed that the oommittee could advise' the Oovernor-Oeneral 
on me defence expenditure, recruitment of Indians and Indianization. He added, 
4f you want to have mOfb wholehearted co-operation between India and England 
then you must change the psychology of the Indian people in regard Jc the arm^. 

Mr. F. F. Kalikkar expressed the view that the resolution' was a very modest 
one and hence the Government should have no objection to the resolution. 

Mr. A, dee: Wtlliama^ on behalf of the Governmedl,' expressed his appreciation 
of the extremejy zfloderate pharacter of the observations made by the moae. r of ^ 
the resolution and those who^ had supported it. It was therefore wUh great fegfut 
the Government could not see their way to accept the'TBSolution: Firstly, the 
Government could not aeccmt the position that the executive sholild *oonsult the 
proposed committee on ali matters Nconcerxflflg the defence policy. Secondly, the 
executive of the Government^ which graa reimonsible for the OTfencI could not bind 
itself in advance to accept outside advice. Moreover, the position under federation 
would be very different.' 'Defence woujl^d not be the’^oonoern of the aitalstry. If the 
Governor-General in his disoretidn desired to ascertain popular opinion surely that 
authority would be nis awn Miuisteie who would be the firw to rMnt his soliciting 
the opinion of a body which .comprised of members from the opposition. 

Mr. Saprut the couile of hkr reply to the debate, i^d he believed tot thF 
Government’s real objection to the resolution was that it would strengthen the 
hands of the Indian Ministers in Federation. The resolution was put to vote and 
negatived. 

The house also rejected another fesolution by Mr. Kumar Shankar Bau Ch^dhunf 
suggesting that rales for reoruitment to • pnblie services should be so utereu as to 
give preference to Ahose who had rendered voluntary service for a speoifled penod. 

Mr. 0. 8. Motilal introdneed a Bill deolaring illegal polygamous marriages 
ttttoiig Hindus. The House then adjourned till the 8th. 
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ARn-BEOBtjmim Bill 

8lA. SEPTEMBER The visitors* gallery was crowded today when Mr. A. de C. 
WilUamB, additional defence secretary, movod for consideration of the Anti- 
Reomitment Bill as passed by the Assemoly. Ho said that during the past 18 months 
the attention of the Government had been drawn to a oonsiderabio number of 
apeecfhea in the Punjab dtssoadtog persons from joining tho defence forces or In tho 
alternative inoiting would-be recruits to oommit acts of mutiny and insubordination 
after joining. It was revealed that 115 different persons made anti-recruiting 
speeohes at 71 publio meetings daring the period of nine months. Since then during 
a farther period of eight months 130 similar oases were reported. In other provin- 
ces also simihur acts were reported though in a smaller number. The Government 
oonaidered the position grave as it could not tolerate destruction of discipline in 
the army. He assured the House that it was not tho intention of the Government 
to kill pacifist propaganda nor apply the provisions of the Bill in the provinces 
where the local Governments did not wish to enforce it. 

Mr. Bamdaa Paniulu. leader of the Congress party, laid his opposition to the 
Bill only on its merits. If the army were used for internal security and protection 
of Indirs frontiers np patriotic Indian would dissuade Indians from joining it. His 
saspioion was that the Bill was necessary because tho political and defence interests 
of England were in danger. 

Sir Phifoze Btdhna said tnat in order to strike terror the Government might 
perhaps prosecute some men for dissuading people from joining the army but before 
long the Government would have to stay their hand. If they did not then there 
would be each a stir and agitation that the Government would repeal this legislation. 
He suspected that the speeohes dissuading the people from joining tho army which 
the Army Secretary mentioned were made by irresponsible people. After question- 
ing the propriety of bringing this Icgisiation at present he suggested that for anti- 
recruitment propaganda the Government only would be blamed. For daring the 
last 24 years— since the commencement of the Great War— much was promised to 
India but nothing was given. *Gan you blame the Indian people if in the interests of 
their people they ask their people not to go to war in which India is not interested ? 

Mr. P, M Sapru^ opposing the Bill, accused the British Government of doing 
little for encouraging in India a propore mentality towards defence. The right 
solution, he said, for stopping the irresponsible talk was to make the people feel the 
responsibility for defence by giving them Dominion Status. Mr. Sapru also criticised 
ther Government for showing discrimination in recruiting Indians in the officer grade 
of the army and In the recruitment as between one province and another. He 
asked how Self-Government could be safe in the future when tho country was 
dominated by one province. 

NduHibzeuia Kurahed Alt Khan, propaganda secretary of the Unionist party in 
the Punjab, fhformed the House that in tho Punjab anti-roeruitment propaganda 
was bei^ carried on for more than a year now, particularly in those districts of 
the Punjab which supplied most recruits. People from outside the Punjab bad 
been joining hands with **the mischievous sot* in the Punjab in misleading the 
people. As regards the provisions in the Bill tho Nawabzada said the Punjab has 
unitedly supported it At the recent Zamindars’ conference which was attended by 
the Premier and over a lakh of Panjabis the Bill was welcomed. 

am one of those who advise every young man to undergo military training 
and am in favour of the formation of a national militia. But 1 am for training of 
the right type and fof imtional purpose.’ declared Lala Ram Saran Daa, leader of 
the opposition, opposing tne Bill. He said it was amazing that when tho provinces 
enjoyea autonomy the central Government was acting in a reactionary manner by 
hriDging forward sneh legislations as was under consideration. His view was that 
It was all doe to the peculiar politlos iu tho other house on account of the Moslim 
League being at loggerhead with the Congress. Tho enactment of tho Bill only 
retealed the iocompetenoy of the Contra! Government and the fading popularity of 
thu Unionist party. 

Beplying to the debate Mr. Williama told Lala Bamsaran Das that from the 
enaotment of this BUI no deduotioo oould bo derived as to the popularly or other- 
wise of the Unionist party. As regards 6ie qiuestion put by Sir Phiroze Sethna why 
Great Britain had not passed such a Bill in spite of anti-rocruitment speeohes in 
Eueland, Mr. Willisms said the ozjjlanatiou was given by another speaker who had 
said that the oommonsenso of the British natioa was such that they paid very little 
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attenticm to such speeches. They, had another explanation, namely, the sense of 
honour of the British people. 

The motion for consideration was passed by 26 votes to 8. 

The President tahing the sense of the House decided to continue with the 
remaining stages of the Bill. He disallowed two non-official amendments propel 
to bo made to the Bill on the ground that previous permission of the Governor- 
General had not been obtained for the amendments. ^ The second reading was therefore 
quickly disposed of. 

On the third reading only Mr. Pantulu spoke briefly opposing the entire Bill 
The Bill was then passed in the form in which it emerged from the Lower House. 
The House than adjourned. 


. SxiiBUBNT ON Himiii Riots 

9th SEPTEMBER An important statement on the position of rioting n Burma 
and the steps which the Government of India wore contemplating to take to safe- 
guard Indian interests was made by Sir Jagadieh Prasad replying to Sir Phiroae. 
Sothna’s short notice question. 

Sir Jagadibh Prasad said : As the hon. members are probably aware already the 
rioting in Burma falls chronologically in two parts, namely from July 26 till Aug. 2 
approximately and the recent revival. As regards the first stage the hon. members 
must already be familiar with the course of events and I need not go into that. 
The events of the second stage to the extent of our information may conveniently 
bo grouped as (a) events in Rangoon and (b) events in districts. 

(a) In Bangoon ; Fresh disturbances broke out on the afternoon of Sept. 2 follow- 
ing the assault by Burmans on three Indians in a suburb of Rangoon. There was 
rioting in the centre of the town by Indians who stoned buses and assaulted Burmans. 
Apart from a few isolated assaults the night was quiet. Sept 3 passed without any 
disturbance. But on the afternoon of September 4 trouble broke out in Rangoon 
and there were a number of oases of assault both by Burmans and Indians but Tittle 
looting was reported. On Sept 6 it was stated that conditions had considerably 
improved. The night of Sept. 5 was quiet but on the morning of* the 6th one 
Burman hermit was assaulted by Indians and two Indians were attacked by Pongyis. . 

The reports received on the 7th indicate that conditions were quiet on the night 
of the 6th and -the morning of the 7th. Since rioting restarted the police opened 
fire on one occasion, captured a number of dahs and other weapons. 

(b) In the districts : On Aug. 29 sporadic cases of incendiarism, looting and 
assault were reported from Mandalay ana Indians closed their shops for three 
days. The local police force was reinforced on the morning of Aug. 29. On Aug. 31 
the commissioner convened a conference as a result of which all shops were 
reopened on Sept. 1. 

According to the latest information from the Government of Burnla the distur- 
bance in Mandalay is now under control and conditions have returned to normal 
except for two isolated assaults on Indians reported on Sept. 4. The other districts 
where tension still exists are Honzeda and . Bnwebo but in thej^ too the situation is 
reported to be jnuch easier. The accurate figures of casualties among Barmans and 
Non-Barmans for the whole country during the earlier part of the rioting are ifot 
available owing to the wide area affected. The Government of India requested the 
Government of Burma to furnish particulars of these ps soon as possible. The 
total number of casualties from Sept. 2 until the morning of 6th yas 19 killed and 
103 wounded. As regards the refugees the Government of Burma informed ns on 
Aug. 19 that the total estimated by the Indian community was 4,000 from Rangoon 
and suburbs and 2,000 from districts. It . was stated at the time that 300 had been 
sent back to their homes in India, 600 more were to be sent back during the 
following week. The exact figures and numbers that have so far returned to India 
are not available. It has Itoen suggested to the Government of India that owing to 
the revival of rioting the situation as regards refugees must have considerably 
worsened. The Government of Burma has been asked by telegraph to lot us know 
the present position. The .question of what assistance the Government of India can 
render in dealing with this problem is under active consideration. I woold now 
state briefly the action which the Government of India have already taken or con- 
template. On the immediate need for restoration of peace, strong representohora 
have been made that firm and effective action should be taken to this end ; (b) the 
Government of Burma proposed originally to appoint a tribuoal to enquire into the 
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origin of the iAray. The Government of India are presalng that the aoope of.fhe 
en^iry ehonld be widened to cover the whole coarse of the riots and the qaeAiipn 
of ‘ adequacy or otherwise of tho steps taken ^o cope with them. They also 
redbmmended that the inquiry should be entrusted to a strong and impartial 
tribunal so as to inspire conndenoe. (o) The Government have now taken up the 
question of payment of compensation to Indians for the loss of life and property 
^used by the riots and the establishment of an independent agency for the purpose 
of assessing the claims: (d) in view of the revival of rioting they are taking steps 
to send immediately to Burma their ^ent to keep them in touoh with., developments. 
The Government of India share with the hon. members and the people of the 
country the sense of horror these riots have aroused and the sympatl^ which 
every one must feel with sufferers. They are doing 'and will continue to do their 
best to aafeguflird the legitimate interests of their nationals abroad. 

Increase of Pat zn British Army 

The Gonnoil today succumbed to tho sedative effect of the businesslike and 
unezoiting debates on all three non-oflloial resolutions which were eventually 
withdrawn. 

The first of the three resolutions, which was moved by Mr. P. N* Sapru^ recom- 
mended that the scheme for increasing the pay and other conditions of service in 
the British army in India should not be given effect to. Mr. Sapru said that at a 
time when social services in the provinces were being started and there was desire 
by provinces to relieve from the central revenues India could not bear any 
joorease in tho military expenditure. He apprehended that tho increase in emolu- 
ments would not remain restricted to the British army alone but would eventually 
be extended to the Indian section of the army also. He foresaw much more increase 
In the military expenditure than had been announced. It was the Government jof 
India's duty in the circumstances not to agree to payments being made by them. 

- Mr. Will Uams, additional Defence Secretary, explained the whole case and said 
the Goveromenf of India had already sent an expert deputation to place their views 
before his Majesty’s Gpveroment. The Government of India hoped thereby to 
obtain ^a nbw deal* as a set-off against the cost to India of improved conditions of 
services in the British army which had been estimated to be about Bs. 1 and a 
half orores yeariy. He advised the mover to withdraw the resolution as any dis- 
cussion on the .subjeot at this stage premature. The resolution was withdrawn. 

RBPRESENTAnON ON WeSI INDIES COUMIBSION DrOED 

Sir Ph%roz€ Seihna next moved a resolution reoommendiug to the Governor-General 
in CouDoil to ask the Secretary of State lor Colonies and the British Government, 

> (a) to include a nominee ox the Government of India in the personnel of the 
Royal Ooflunission on West Indies which the Secrelmy of State iot Colonies had 
recently announced and 

(b) to consult the Governmeflt of India in framing the terms of reference of 
that commission for the reason that large Indian interests are involved. 

He depicted a^ery poor picture of Indian residents of West Indies and said 
though the estimates snowed that people weie thriving on Indian labour yet little 
attempt wasr,bmng made to improve their economic, social and educational condition.* 

Sir Jagadiah Prasad^ member in charge of Indians Overseas portfolio, declared 
that Government of Indi^ had folly realised their responsibility In regard to the 
welfaae of thmr nationals abroad. The Government also felt «that it was extremely 
important that Indiaiif case should be properly put bqfore the -Commission by a 
representative of the Government of India. The Government was in active corres- 
pondence with the authorities in England in regaul to this matter and hoped % 
oeoision would soon be. reached. He assured the mover that the terms of reference 
of the Oommissioff which«were uinouhced in June were fairly wide. 

In withdrawingUhe resolution Sir Phiroze Sethnu expressed the hope that if an 
Indian were to be appointed on the Commission only such man should be sent who 
would oonmuaid the confidence of the people of India. 

Sir Jagadiah Praaad gave the issuranoe and the resolution thereupon was 
withdrawn. 

The third reselution moved by Eumar Shankar' Say^C^audhury recommending 
that ‘steps shpnld be taken fol oonstnieffon.of a nilway JIne between Issnrdi railway 
sMoii on thd IS. B. Bailway ami Badhnganj or some place near it on the Brahm- 





BBdBinaliim IN DsiwaB vobob ?! 

pntra via Pabu oliy* wm ilmiliviy wlOidrawii whan 8it Qathria BimbL QUal 
CtaliiiatipBar'of Bailwayi, ezplaiiiad that tha propoaad project would not glaa a 
ronoiiabla ratarn dn the oapitefi^nt • 


flnrDV Wcmi^n Bka« to PaomiT 

Mr. Q. 8. MoHlal introdaoed a Bill amonding tha Hinda Women’s Bight to 
Proparty Aot of 1987. 

The Bill projpooea . that the property which a Hinda woman gats with the present 
law shonld be her present absolnte property like that of the male h^r instead of a 
limited interest which the law giras ner now. Tha hojpi agreed to its intirodootlon. 

Saji Blpml MiAmmmad Afsaota (United ProTinoesy l^^lntrodnoed a Bill amending 
oertain provisions in .the Indian Penal Ooda. Two Bil)B« nomelj) Mr. Sosil Knmar . 
Boy (%ondhnry'8 Bill for restraining polygamy in firitish India and Mr. G. & 
Motilal’s Bill declaring illegal polygamons marriages were oironlated; for aiioiting 
pnbSio opinion thereon. The Honse adjourned till Sept. 13. 

Bammam nr Dsnsoa Fonos 

ISth. SEPTEMBER i^Sir David DevadoiB^ member from Madras, moved tha 
following resolution : 

■’This Oonnoil recommends to the Governor-General to take early steps to enlisl 
saitable men fsom the presidency of Madras for (1) infant^, (Si cavury and (3) 
artillery in the Indian «rmy and also (4) tiiie Indian air forces. 

Sis David Devadoss said that stout bodies and strong muscles did not count in 
the modern warfare. TJoflinohtng courage, qaickness in action, obedience to ordact 
and intelligence were mostly in need now, and he challenge anyone who oonld say 
that a Madrasee Sepoy lacked any of these requirements. The Madrasee won the 
battle of Plassey, captured Burma and helped the British in quelling the Mutiny. 
Why shonld they now he dabbed as non-martial and exclnded frpm the army 7 
The. consequence o£ classifying people as martial and non-martial and recruittag 
them on the basis of that policy was that martial spirit in some areaa hM 
been killed. If this process oontinued India would easily fall a" prey to any invader. 

fiir. F. Bamdas Pantulu moved an amendment to the effect that early stepa 
be taken to enlist saitable men from Madras Presidency and h>ther provinoss 
and areas inadequately presented in the defence force’. 

The Commander^n* Chief opposed the amendment on the ground that thus 
days clear notice had not been given by the mover. 

The President, hon. Sir Maneckji Byramji Dadabhoy ruled the objection out 
of order remarking ’when there had been special reasons’ he always allowed 
such amendments. 

Sir A, P, Patro moved another amendment recommending the reoruitsMUt 
of ^suitable men from all presidencies for the 'defence force’ and omittiag 
clauses one to four of the resolution. 

The Gommander-in-Chief deolared that recruitment to the army at pressot 
was not being made on a provincial •basis, but on a class basis. The 
military authorities found by experience that certain classes should be reoruitsd 
without regard to any province. 

His Excellency endorsed the remarks made by earlier spe^ers in praise 
of Madrasees as soldiers and added that the Madrasees were very good 
soldiers particularly when they are fighting in suitable climate and conditions. 

The sole justification for the present policy was that it guaranteed the best 

possible material for each branch of the army, and therefore, it gave ^o 

possible return for the tax-payers’ money. It would not be possible at Ibis 

juncture to substitute a good regiment oy another in order to satisfy provincial 
feeling. He had every sympathy with the desire of the Madrasees to m more 

stron^y represented in the army than at present. He must oppose both the 

resolution and the amendments. There was no political oonsideration behind 
the Government policy. It was entirely based on their determination to seoure 
the best material available npto the limit of the Government’s financial resouroes. 

Mr. P. N, Sapru argued if the objeotive of the British In India was dominion 
status or federation then it was not right to confine reoruitment only to one or two 

provinces. It was wrong on the of the Qopornment to reorait 'Oarkhas m 



XHfe OOimoiL OF 3I11B 


exfmded'tlieii Iha Gtoiwpimiit 


NmiI wtt not 1 Dirt of Indlit if boHot 
^onld reoiiiif men from' Afganietin end Gmna.^ 

Sir Mvkammad Yakub opposing the proposition said that a division of sooiet^^ 
into martial- and non-martial oiasses was made many thousands of yeifrs baok. 

Hr. F. F. Kalikar developed the points that in classifying* Indians as martial* and 
noiHflaartia], the Qovernment bad a polideal motive. 

Sffod Mohammad Husoain whdle-lieartedly snpporting thh preseiA poUoy of the 
Government of reoroiting on a olass basis opined thatnhis policy should not stand 
in the way of their aooepttng the resolution under discussion, because the resolution 
merely wanted reocnitment from all provinces and not from al| blasses. 

Sardar fiahadur Buta Singh eipressed sympathy' with the motive of the reso- 
Ihtion bpt expressed the view that the army must contain men whose mettle had 
tested. He, therefore, opposed the resolution.. 

Mr.' 0. 8. MoHlal deplor^ the absence of the people of Bengal, Bihar and 
Assam in die Army. 

Rai BahdSm Lala Bam Satan Das said that the classification of Indians into 
miprtial mid non-martial was a myth. 

Sir David Devadoss^ replying to the debate, explained that he did not wish any 
of the present units being uisoanded, * but he wanted roorientat|,on in the recruit- 
ment policy so as to enable all Indians to enter the army. 

Thd pommander^ith&uif^ winding up the debate, reiterated dhe Government 
policy of recruitment and emphasised that there was no political motive in that 


■fit: 


Pcnftfftt's amendment demanding recruitment of meiT from those areas ithat 
were at pi'esent not adequately represented in the army, was passed, but the amended 
resolution was pressed to a division and defeated by 21 votes to 14, The MnsUih 
League party ..voted for the resolution. 

Two non-official bills were introduced, namely, Mr. O, 8, MoiHaVs bill to provide 
for submission p certain statement of oompauies incorporated in or carrying on 
business in India and Bged Muhammad Hussain* a bill to amend 'certain provisions 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. The latter bill inter alia proposes to stop a trial 
with the aid of .assfisaors on the ground that the majority of assessors take no 
interest in the trial and the court usually attaches no importance to their opinion. 
The-House adjourned till the 15th. 

Braia Bailwat Disaster 


ISth. SEPTEIIBER r— Mr. P. N, Sopru moved a. lengthy resolution to-day regarding 
the Bihta disaster deploring the loss of life in the disaster, offering sympathy with 
the relatives of the dead and injured, reoordiiig grave concern at the findings of 
Sir John Thom and recommending to the Governor-General in Counoil to make full 
investigation hrto individual responsibility of officers and take suitable action against 
them and further the design, purchase of XB engines should be'subieoted to a 
thorough, searofaiug and independeut inquiry and action be taken ou all measures 
adopted >fon avoiding similar accidents du future. Mr. Sspru recognised that no 
amount of preoautions would eliminate accidents altogether but* in this ease the 
' aooideot was avoidable. He emphasised that humauity and justice r^uired that 
oompensation'shoiJd be made ou a generous scale to the victims and their relations. 
Oondoding Mr. Sspru assured the Ooverument that the resolufiou -was not moved 
with any political motive. 

Mr. Bawdas Pantulu then moved an amendment in the shape of a substitute 
resolution, which was almost similar to the one aooeptpd by the Government in*the 
Assembly. Mr. Pantulu hoped that Sir Guthrie Russel would experienoe no difficulty 
ir^aooepting his rwlution which was accepted in the Assembly by Mr. Glow. Mr. 
PUat^ bnefly snmorated Gie varidus clauses of the resolutipn and opined that 
' in India oonld have oonoluded the inquiry regarding *XB engines quite 

iorlly. As regards compensation to Viotims and their relations, he said what 

I asesMtry win a just and generous compenaation as they must not forget that 

the mooey betongad lo poor tai^yer. 

Sai BAadm Laia Ba s mar an Das expressed thb^view that Increased Indian 
repreaesdiatioa on (ho Pacific Locomotive Inquiry would Imve given more sitlshiotioa 

inn wM « mwi, atttM out of Sir John ^m’n refwrt imfioned u 
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Xr. Saprn’s raMlation as they were at present tubiudiee. He oonld therefore aooept 
only Mme portions of Mr. Saprn's resolntion. However, he hal no objection in 
acoeptitifi Mr. Pantaln's resolution. He said that all that the Government could do, 
apart from their action to prevent recurrence of railway disaster in future, was to 
compensate the relatives of the dead and the injurei. He explained how five 
Governments, Mmely, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa. U. P. and the Punjab had set up 
advisory committees for assessing compensation and how sympathetically the 
Government considered their rocommendations. As regards the allegation of negli- 
gence on the part of the administration Sir Guthrie said : '^fhe whole lot of officers is 
involved and we cannot pass judgment till all tha officers responsible had a chance 
of Rtating their oases.* He assured the members ^ the Honse that the composition 
of the Paoifio Locomotive Committee could not have been better. The Government 
oould not have selected as members of this committee from among officers of railways 
who were held responsible for this disaster. 

Mr. Sapru accepted the Congress amendment but urged that the enquiry into 
the conduct of individuals connected with the Bihta disaster should be impartial 
and justice should be done to everyone irrespective of his status and office. 

Sir Guthrie Russell assured the House that the expert committee's report on the 
Pacific types of engines would be laid before the House. If possible, the Honse 
would be given an opportunity to discuss it. He, however, could not bind the 
Government to any undertaking that no action on the report would bo taken unless 
th^^unoil had expressed its views on it. The Congress resolution was thereupon 

Two Bills Introduced 

The Council allowed Mr. G. 8, MoHlal and Mr. Susil Kumar Roy Chaudhury 
to introduce their Bills, namely the Bill to provide for Charitable and other Dispo- 
sitions of Pi'operty and the Bill to amend the Code of Civil Procedure for certain 
purposes vseo. lOd) respectively. The House then adjourned till Sept. 20. 

Emioration Bill Passed 

SEPTEMBER The Council passed the Emigration Bill in the fem as 
P*Med by the Assembly. Moving the motion for its consideration, f ir Jagdiah Prasad 
said that the Emigration Act of 1922 enabled the Government to control assisted 
emigration of unskilled labour, but it gave Government no power to control emigration 
of noassisted, unskilled labour. Experience had shown that lack of power tended to defeat 
the object with which the Emigration Act of 1922 was passed. The lack of power 
to regulate the total flow of emigration of unskilled labour was likely to operate to 
the detriment of Indian communities overseas. Sir Jagdisb Prasad conclnded that 
mnee almost all labourers emi*rating to countries overseas belonged to Madras, the 
Government of India consulted and obtained the concurrence of the Madras Govern- 
ment before bringing forward this legislation. 

Br. V. V. Ealikar, Syed Padshah Sahib Bahadur and S>'ed Hossain Inaam 
had lent support to the bill, Sir Jagdish Prasad assured the house that Government 
had no intention of using the provisions of the bill arbitrarily or in the interests of 
any particular class. He reiterated the Government policy of ‘oomstautly endeavour- 
***®nn? welfare and prosperity of Indians abroad. 

The motion for consideration was passed unanimously. There being no amend- 
ments the second reading was rapidly gone through and the third reading was 
given without speech. The House then adjourued till the 22ad. 

22na. SEPTEMBER The Council of State adjourned sins die today after a 
lasting for 42 minutes. It passed five Bills ns passed by the I^egislativo 
Assembly, namely, the Bill relating to the prevention of cruelty to animals and the 
regnlation of admission of children to certain industrial employment.^, the Bill to 
aeolare that certain defences shall not bo raised in snit for damages in British India 
of io^ries sustained by workmen, the Indian Aiicraft Amendment Act 
Cess Amendment Act. 

The Oinncil was then adjourned sine die. 
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The Indian Legislative Assembly 

Atttum Seit k i n — Simla— 8th. Augart to SOth. 1938 

SVPIBlIITEirOINT or Irbubanoi 

The aatamn sessioo of the Indian Legielatire Assembly oommenoed at Simla on the 
Mk AttgnA 1938. After interpellations, the Prsstdenf admitted Mr. A. Cbettiar’a 
adjoamment motion on iho appointment of a non-Indian as soperlnleoileot of 
inanranoe. 

Mr. AmnoBhilingam ChetUar^ moring, said that an important point to be oon- 
aidered was whether there were available suitable Indians qoalined acoording to 
the prorisions of the Act. He referred to the debate on the Aot and said that 
Sir K. N. Sircar, in opposing the amendment of the Earopean group demanding 
that the superintendent should be a fully qualified actuary, pointed out that the 
term ^fully qualified’ had been defined as meaning an actuary, with 15 years’ 
experience and if that amendment was accepted it would shut out ail Indians. 
Therefore it was admittedly unnecessary that a candidate for the post shop Id hare 
15 years’ experience. It might be necessary in England where actuaries were as 
a rale not men with the highest academic qualifications whereas in India the 
highest academic qualifications were possessed by aotuaries. Government admitted 
that last year and Sir Muhammad Zafrullah admitted it to-day that there were five 
qualified actuaries. Why then did they consider the claims of only one of them 
and not of the rest ? 

Sir Muhammad Zafrullah^ Commerce Member, referred to the definition in the 
Act and the debate on it during t^e last Simla session. He contested the claim 
that if there were available qualified aotuaries as defined in the Aot then the 
question of experience did not arise. For the snooess of the Act, as the Congress 
speakers declared in the course of the debate on the Bill, depended on the quaTities 
of the first superintendent It was not enough that the leqniremeota r^ardiog 
minimum qnalifioationa were satisfied. Sir Muhammad referred to the experience 
of the six lodiaus available and said that five of them, who acquired their qualifica- 
tions just before the Aot, bad had no previous experience and were very young 
in age. . As for the sixth. Government found that, even assuming 
that he had the kind of experience necessary for the post, his salary and 
position were snoh that Government would have bad to pay him an exceedingly 
high salary to get him. Sir Muhammad proceeded to explain the qualification of 
Mr. Thomas and said that his experience was longer than that of the Indian and 
he had been engaged in exactly the kind of work he would bavo to do in India. 
Out of the two men, the man better qualified for the work was selected and iuoiden- 
tally the man who was available on a lower salary. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Daaat, leader of the Congress party, said that the issue was not 
one ae between one Englishman and one ludian. It was the claim of a national 
to the services of his country and be was glad to see that they were now forgetting 
the belief imposed on Indians that a foreigner, particularly a Britisher, was better 
than an equally qualified ludiau. In this particular iustanoe, when the Insurance 
Bill was being discussed, Mr. Aikman of the European group moved an amendment 
tu the effect that *a fully qualified actuary’ be appointed to the post. 

Mr. Sri Prakaaa (Congress party) moved another amendment demanding that *a 
qualified actuary’ ahouid be appointed. Sir N. N. Sircar accepting Mr. Sri Prakasa’s 
amendment admitted tffat if Mr. Aikmau’a amendment was accepted then all the ludiau 
aoiuarivs would be excluded from the appointmeot 

Bir A. i/. OhuMUtivit member of the newly formed Muslim League party, 
ei|ilained that he was at cue with the Congress that wherever a qualified ludiau was 
available it was the duty of Oovemmeot to appoint so Indian. But the questiou 
DOW was whether or not Government had delibeiately appointed a non-Indian 
aotoary when they found a qualified Indian available. He declared that the only 
available Indian was earoiog much more than Government could give him. 

Mr. Jf. S. Ancy, leader of the Congress Nationalist parly, said that the Oovern- 
ment of India was not acting in the apirit of the Act in making the a|ipoiatiinenti 
A lori4;ner, he said, would not bo able to interpret the Act in a nationat spirit 
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whoraiB tbe Aot was passed. He was sarprised that eves after one huadred year's 
rule the OoTernment had not nnderstood the sentiments of Indians. 

The adjournment motion was defeated hy 56 votes against 65. Sir Yamin Chan 
who appeared to be nndeoided for a considerable time finally voted in the 'noes 
lobby. His vote made a difference in the result. 


AnomovAL DEviiroi Espindiiobs 

9th. AUGUST Grave warnings were ntter^^ hy leaders of all parties to-day 
over the failure of the Government of India to resnt the imposition of an additional 
expenditure in respect of the British Army in India under Mr. Hore-Belisha s 
scheme. Hie adjournment motion, which was the subject of the debate during 
which those warnings were conveyed to the British Government, was carried by a 
huge majority of 71 votes against 33 votes. ... 

The European group, under the leadership of Mr. Aikman^ declared in course of 
the speech that they would not support the motion because it only dealt with one 
part of the efforts for the new deal in regard to the military expenditure. But 
aftmr Mr. SatyamurtCM threat to the European group that India of the future would 
not forget or forgive the attitude of the European group on the present occasion an 
emergent decision was reached, whereby Mr. Aikman and his iriends remained 
nentrid. 

The facts that emerged from, the debate were that one-third of the British At my 
is in India and the increase in emolnments and improvement in t^ oondition of the 
service of soldiers would amount immediately to Bs. 2 orores. w hile the D^’fence 
Secretary claimed that negotiations had -not concluded, he had to tell Mr. ^tyamurti 
that the new rates of pay had come into force with effect from Aug. 1 thereoy 
making no further negotiations possible. , 

The debate was raised to a high pitch by Mr. Bhulabhai Deiai^ when heintimatM 
the opposition of the Congress party and of India not only to the nmreme in 
military expenditure, but also to the existence of the British element in the Amy, 
which most be removed. There was a common ground among all parlies toht botn 
the Commander- in-Ghief and the Finance Member had fought against any additional 
burden on India's military expenditure. . x • Ak* 

Mr. Saiyamurti pointed out why three Indian members did not resign over tnis 
issue which was of national importance. Addressing the three members he asM, 
you no self-respeot when such a fragrant injustice is being perpetrated in inaia 
not for the 6rst time ? The significance of the query was felt as the three memwre 
sat rather seriously minded. Mr. Ogilvie^ Defence Secretary, spoke justifying mt. 
Satyamnrti's remark that tbe Government of India had bee i badly beaten by tne 
British War Office. 

Coastal Tbattio Control Bill 

Earlier in the day two non-official bills were referred to sel^t committees. Sir 
Abdul Halim Qhuznavi described the Government of Imlia as Satanic for its 
attitude in respect of his bill for the reservation of coastal trmc. ana oorrfor aani 
Singh made out a strong case for the amendment of Sec. 167 of criminal procedure 
code so as to give ihe accused persons an opportunity to be heard belorp tne 
magistrates passed orders of remand. 


Avfaibs of Broadoabtino Dsn. 

llth. AUGUST Non-official resolutions were on the agenda to-day.‘ The firet 
was Sardar Hangul Singh's recommending the appointment of * 
a bon-offioial majority to enquire into the working of the Boardoasting department 
The resolution was moved on the last non-official day of the Delhi session.^ 

The supporters of the resolution made it clear that the resolution was not 
necessarily meant as a censure, but urged an enquiry which would serve to reassure 
public opinion that the new depaitment, i^ioh admittedly was not perfect, was 

proofing along right lines of developmont. • .u * 

Members, opposing the resolntion, stressed the futility of a committee .of the tyne 
proposed to solve any problem connected with broadcasting in , India. They thougiit 
that parts of mover's speech daring the last session were ' hotuated by. communal 


considerations. 


ik Communications Member, replied tc the points so far rais^. He said 

that if they thonght that a committee would be able to establish the radio 
tenng industry in tbe country ho would have favoured its appointment. But the 
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manofachire ooaM not be established in the country for the reason that there was 
no adequate market and a market could not be created by a doty bowe?er high. 
Mr. Clow vigoronsly refuted charges of favouiitism and nepotism in appointmeats to 
the department and declared that there was no truth in the statement that one 
family monopolised a large number of posts. Nor was there any iusfi&oation for 
the impression that the department resorted to Miiring aod firing^. Bo far from 
the dismissals being two per diem as had been suggested there had only been two 
dismissals daring the last three years. 

He j^oeeded to refdr to tho difficulty of satisfying the multiplicity of tastes in 
India. He inyited the members to set themselves to the exercise of prmring a 
single days^ programme for broadcasting and they would then realise the diffioofty. 
He claimed that the daily programme offered was a remarkably varied one and the 
lishsner who was not please by it was bard to please. A comparison with the 
B; B. Cl, he suggested, was unfair because the country served bj it was l-17(h the 
alse of India and spent fifteen times of what India • did in recurring expenditure and 
had spent twelve times of what had been spent on couipment. After describing the 
rapid expansion of the department, Mr. Clow said that it had beed achieved at a 
very small expenditure and explained that the whole capital expenditure as well as 
the recurring expenditure had not exceeded the total income derived from the 
customs ana the listeners. Once agaiu he stressed the inopportuneness of an 
exploratory peripatetio committee burrowing into details of each appointment and 
digging up toe foundations now when a three-storey high structure had been built. 
The radio was a instrument of fmmense good to India. It had awakened the people 
not only here but abroad to the cultural richness (»f India and to its fundamental 
unity. He had also been struck by the enthusiasm and absence of oommunal feeling 
with which the men had been cooperating in the work within the department and he 
appealed for recognition and enouuragement from the pnblio. 

The reaointion was put to vote and rejected without division. 

BiBta Railway Disabtxb 

. IM. AUGUST ‘The Assembly to-day adopted the following roBoIntiou on 
Juatioe Sir J. C. Tbom*s report in connection with the Bihta railway disaster 
. ^is Aaaembly having oonsidered the report of Sir JohsiTbom on .the oansea of 
the nilway aooident at Bihta, 

'^Firstly, deplores the lose of life involved end offers its sympathy to the relatives 
of the deoeimea and to the injured ; 

‘‘Secondly, reoommenda that action be taken by the Government to give effMt to 
the reoommendationa contained in tho report that design, purchase and oontinned 
purchase of the X B. engines shall be the subject of a thorough, searching and 
independent enquiry ; 

“Xhlrdlyi recommends that full investigation be made into the iudividnal respoa- 
aibillw of tnc officers for the accident ; 

‘^Fourthly, recommends to the Ooveromeut to take action and to qdopt all mea- 
anrea lor avoiding aimilar accidents in future. 

“This Assembly- further recommends that the report on the enquiries and the 
action that may te taken in consequence thereof be placed before the Assembly for 
consideration at au early date.” 

The original resolution was moved by Mr. A, G, Clow which was amended by 
Sir A. H, Qhugnavi as above. 

Sir John Thom’s rqnpit on the Bihta disaster produced an excellent debate. Mr. 
ChWf on behalf of the Oovernmeat, opened cautioiiBly, avoiding all oontrovorsial 
iiointa, bnt it was significant that the first expression of tribute to Sir John Thom’s 
Impartiality came fiom the Opposition. Mr. Clow considered the new committee 
exniordinarUy well qualified for the task and that its terms of reference went farther 
thra Sir Thom’s suggestions. The latter had recommended a thorough, searching and 
independent enqoiiy and this new Committee would institute one. Mr. dour hinted 
(bat XB engines did not deserve unqualified condemnation, for the M. A S. M. 
Railway had found them most satisfactory. Mr. K, Santana m was vigorous 
in his critioism of the Railway Board’s reckless extravagance in purcTissiog 
97 ^ eLginea between 1926 and 1930 wi.lioat proper trial and he asked the 
Bense not to overlook Sir John l^m’a finding that the accident was directly 
attributable to negligence. 
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Sir A, £r. Ohuznavi, who moved a Bccond smeodmeDl, prautioally on the 
same Jisee as Mr. Santanam^s except that it omitted any reference to the 
culpability of oertain iodividual officers, regarded tbo Railway Board as primarily 
responsible. Neither the 0. I. P. nor the E. 1. If. had wanted XB engihes 
but' had these thrust on them despite their protests. 

Mr, Sri Prakaaa complained that the Government of India had refused to 
accept Bir John Thom*B findings, which in the case of any ordinary person 
would have been regarded as contempt of couit. 

Mr. 0riffith8y on behalf of the European Group, roundly chirged the E. I. R. 
with gross negligence throughout, ignoring authori|aUve warnings and sacrificing 
safety for speed. Hr. B, Daa, as engineer, threw but several suggestions. He 
thought that an American expert would have been more useful on the Ck>m- 
mlttee. and for the Standardisation Ofilce of the Railway Board, be bad no 
use. Safety inspectors, be thought, should be made independent of the Railway 
Board and placed under the Commerce Department. The House there adjourned 
till the 15th. 

ANIX-RxCRUltMENT BlLL 

15th. AUGUST A stormy and prolonged debate commenced to-day on the 
Defence Seoretaryb bill to penalise speeches intended to prevent reornitment 
to the army or to incite mutiny. 

The determination of the Opposition to fight the Bill at every stage was 
indicated by nearly 40 amendments already tabled with oHects including rejeotion 
of it altogether, circulation up to various dates in 1939 and reference to a 
select committee. 

Sir Abdur Rahim, after hearing the Opposition members, ruled the motion 
out of order, as it went contrary to the practice of the House and wonLi 
be inconsistent with the Standing Orders inasmuch as the motion of Hr. Satya- 

mprthi was not professedly dilatory but was tantamount to the rejeotion of the Bill. 

Next Mr. Satyamnrths Mr. Ayyengar, Sardar Sant Singh and Diwan 

Jjalcbaod Navahai moved for ciroulation of the Bill for different periods ranging 
from October 30, 1938, till September 30, 1939. 

They took a very serious view of the measure and Mr. Satyamurthi 

adoptiog the procedure of the House of Commons attempted by a dilatorv 
motion to kill the Bill outright by moving that the consideration of the Bill 
be postponed for nine months. The ^ support given by Mr. Deaai^ and 
Hr. Aney to this courteous method of dismissing the Bill was not shared in by 
Hr. Jinnah and finally the President ruled it out as oontrvy to standing order^ 
Mr. Satyamurthi adopted the next best procedure of moving for circulation of 
the Bill till the last day of the life of the present Assembly. His speech was 
heard with attention throughout the one hour that he was on bis legs. Explain- 
ing the .Congress party b point of view be qnoted the declarations of Hr. Haokenzie 
Kmg, Prime Minister of Canada, and General Hertzog, ^utb African Premier, 
who had each reserved to their countries the right to join or not in any war in 
which Great Britain might be involved. He ndicnled Britain's foreign' policy 
and declared that India refused to be party to allowing her officers and soid^ 
to be oaunoD fodder for Britain in order to maintain her bloated Empire. The 
members of the European group shouted 'nonsense' when Mr. Satyamurthi des- 
cribed Britain as an old woman who bad lost her courage and was afraid of every 
dictator of Europe. WiDdiug up his speech Mr. Satyamurthi observed that paoU 
ficism was the only Gospm which could save humanity and Hahatma Gandhi 
with his gospel of non-violence and his policy of being friends of all and enemy 
of none, could save the world. 

The Mnslim League party did not intervene in the debate to-day but the Nationa- 
list party and others declared their opposition to the Bill. 8arcfar Sani Singh, 
hailing from the Pnojab, pointed out that ocoasions had arisen when even revolt 
against the established Government was justified even by jurists. 

, ,16lh. AUGUST i/r. Jinnah sat Sphinx-like through the entire debate to-day, 
fusing only once lata in the Mternoon to ask the Law Hember whether the Government 
of India introduced the Bill only to oblige tbe Punjab Government or shared 
responeibility with them. The bon. Sir M, N. Mukhem gave the assuranoe that 
government of India were also oonvinoed of the fieoessi^ for the measnre. 
Maulana Zafar A/t fiung in&iuuatioiis all rousd against the Government for 
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BDgiMting Mr. Jinnah and making oontaota only with Oongreas leadera, and againat 
Oragraaa iaperialiam. Finally, he jamped on to the Go ver ament side, making only 
one atimilatiOD, namely, that the provinces ahonld be entrusted with the working 
ef the Bill 

Mr. GetfpII, after desciibing the British Empire as the greatest enemy of 
lelam, asserted that men would not be lacking for defending India’s freedom or 
the integrity of her frontiers. He saw in the appointment of Mr. Williams, Addi- 
tional Defence Secretary, the commcnoement of an era of fresh measures of whioh 
this was the first. Mr. Akhil Ch, IhUta recalled the period daring the last War 
when India poured out men and money, but large promises, followed by smooth 
•senses, bad shaken the people's confidence. *Will you consult India before the 
next War ?” he asked the Defence Secretary, because frankly he would not give 
a blimk cheque to the Executive. 

Toe Bon’ble Mr. MaxwtlU after giving the House some details of widespread 
propaganda against recruiting iu the ^njab, asked whether it really advanced 
the cause of PaciOsnu. The rejection of the Bill as a mere gesture, he pleaded, 
amounted to gambling with the oonntry’s safetv. 

Lala Shawlal had some vigorous hits at Mr. Nur Mahomed for his zealous 
advocacy on the previous day in his homely and eotertaining style. Mr. Joihi 
wondered why counter-propaganda and better salaries were not tried in preference 
to the enrtaiimeut of freedom of speech and lastly came Mr. Abdul Qaiyum 
downright as osual in his condemnation. 

17lh. AUGUST The speech of Mr. Ohulam Bhik Narang belonging to the 
Muslim licagne party, revealed in a clearer perspective the attitude of that party In 
respect of the Bill to-day. Ho spoke, he said, as a realist and a practical 
man of the wot Id and* though he could not find sufficient words of oondem- 
nation for the British Government for using the Indian army for the dismemberment 
ef the Islamic empire, he was not prepared to allow the safety of India to be im- 
perilled by interfering with reomitmeut Mr. Narang quoted with some effect from 
a speech of Mr. Rajagopalaohari, the Madras Premier, justifying the need for the 
Criminal Law, jtmendment Act to quell the anti-Hindi agitation in sooth India. He 
defined the Muslim League party’s attitude as one in terms of the amendment tabled 
by another Pnojab Muslim member, to tbe effect that this bill should come into 
force in any province only on such date as the provincial Government decide. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum^ the Frontier Muslim belonging to tbe Congress party, asked 
the Government : *How long are you going to bank on tbe Punjab Mussalmans ?’ 
Tor his own part he relied on the speech of Nawabzada Mahipud A\i Than of Waba 
who was against Indians joining in the army which would be used as mercenaries 
for strengthening British imperialism. 

Some portions of tbe speech of Mr. Abdul Qaiyum to-day were not happily ren- 
deied and Sir Aubrey Metcalfe described it as noparalleled in the history of this 
Assembly. The Foreign Secretary's complaint was that Mr. Abdul Qaiyum had in- 
dulged in an abuse of the liberty of speech to pour racial hatred in a manner which 
ho had not heard for tbe six long years that he had been oonneoted with the House. 
Sir Aulbrey proceeded with a warm defence of the present forward policy in the 
Frontier in order to protect the people of tbe settled districts from the trans-frontier 
tribes. 

There was no disposition on the part of party leaders to intervene in to-day’s 
debate. On the other hand, each leader was patting up bis followers. In tbe cir- 
oumstancesy the sperobea tended to become unnecessarily lengthy. Further they had 
the effect ef wideniog the gulf between the Muslim League party and tbe Congeesa 
party. Tbe speeches s| Mr. M. Abdul Ghani, a Muslim member from Bihar, and 
Bao Sahib N. Siva.Baj, a nominated member for depressed classes from south India, 
wofo full of accusation ^against the Congress party. The House then adjourned till 
thefiSnd. 


AUGUST Two adjonramont motions, one from Mr. AinwaekUimgM sad 
the other from Mr. AkhU Chemdru suffered the fate whioh most aueh motioos 

kaive done this aeaaion, and tiiea*the House settled down to resume the debalo oa 
. lir. Q^vie^s Bill to p^ise aati-roorahmeot aotivitiee. 

Mr. Aeaf AU vehomeatly denied that any word hid been said to enooiizifo 
iadiaeiplioo and threw out a dtaKeage to the Oovemment to oonsnlt tbe Froviuoial 
Ctoverameata. If a majority of taem teroored the meaauro, the Coogrcaa Party 
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wonld noomider iti podtioB. H« aekaowladgad th« hos. Mr. B. M. Mizvdl’B 
dezteriW and his oonoillatory tone, but he had not proved the case for the <^ern- 
ment that reornitment had suffered, thongh, even if it had, the proper remedy 
would have been to remove the patent ineqaalities in tho conditions of service as 
between Indian and British troops and to offer better ininoements for military life. 

Mr. M. 8. Ane^$ was a masterlv effort, strong, dignided and reasoned. He 
deplored die indeoent haste with which the Qovernment rawed the measure without 
adequate proof of damm to recruitment, especially as diere was not any 
imminent danger ahead, llie Government of Indii^ *Jim, in the provincial sphere, 
shown during the last eighteen months oonsiatent anxiety to avoid a oonfliot wiA 
the Congress, but why had they failed on this occasion to do so ? British ooncep* 
tions or loyalty he oould not comprehend when they turned out a SHng wno 
preferred love to his throne and swore loyaicy to his sucoessor. In any event what 
right had they to expect the loyalty of a people who had been denied an effective 
Toioe in directing their own affairs ? Would the Statute of Westminster apply to 
India, partioularly as regards declaration of war ? 

Mr. Bhulahhai DtBai rose and poured out biting sarcasm for nearly Gfty minutes. 
He described the Bill as one of the blackest measures ever sought to be placed on the 
statute book. The fact that even persuasion was so much feared he took as a compli- 
ment to the power of the Congress Party. Onlv senility oould think that a generous 
dose of repression would produce loyalty ; and where, he asked, were the promises 
made during the list war about the liberation of subject peoples ? AotuaHy. the 
British Empire had added to its possessions under the guise of maudated territories. 

The Muslim Leaguers felt 'extremely uncomfortable as Mr. Desai ridiculed Mr. 
Zafar Alt’s fond hope that once the Bill became law, they could prevent Indian troops 
being used in Palestine or any Islamic country. Support to toe Bill, he declared, 
involved betrayal of the country’s interests. 

2Srd. AUGUST The Assembly to-day, amid great excitement, passed by 
05 to 55 votes, the Defence Beoretary’s Anti-Eeoruitment Activities Bill. All the 
amendments for circulation were pressed to a diviaion and lost. 

The first division on Mr. SatyamwikPg amendment resulted in 05 votes against and 
55 for the amendment The aecood diviaion on Sardar Sant Singh^a ameodment lor 
oiroulation of the Bill was lost by 37 votes to 56. 

Mr. Jtnnak made a siugular speech in support of the position taken up by his 
party. He affected to eschew heat and passion and patronisingly told the Cougress 
Party lhat its present policy would do no good to the country. He wes satiEtied 
that Provinoial Governments could not initiate such legislatiou and pleaded that the 
rejection of the Bill might mean the enactment of an ordloaoce. He chose the 
leaser of the two evils in aupportiDg the Bill, but proceeded t(r qualify 
it by conditioos which Qcvernment had atiealy agreed to accept. Cranks aad 
crooks preach pacifism, it aeems, in every . country but he oeula not ignore the 
present world conditioos and Congress speeches even more than Mr. Maxwell’s had 
convinced him of the necessity for the measure. 


Mr. Qgi/vfe. in winding up the debate, said that the existing laws were insuffioient 
to cope with the evil, though in the next breath he admitted that normal recruitment 
had hot been affected. He reminded the Opposition of the Oath of Allegiance, 
and before oonoludiog protoited againdt *'the intolerable nature of the . stuff the 
Opposition had reeled ouv’. Itofore the Chair oould give a ruling on Mr. Sdtyamurti’s 
protest, the Defence Secretory substituted "speeches* for ^stuiT. Three divisions 
Idlowea in all of which the Cougress Party lost by a margin of about ten votes. 

Detailed disonssion on the clauses ot the Bill followed in the afternoon, the 
CoDgress Party abstaining from .participation except to challenge a division at 
every stage. Mr. OgilvU accepted every amendment from the Muslim League 
without argument aud Mr. Jionih later admltiel he had bargained for those 
tonus as a condition for his support The amooded Bill requires proof of 
intontion adveisely to affect reoruitmeut and reiuees the maximum sentence 
to one year and loaves it to the Provincial Goverummit to. bring it into force, 
B alio makes the previous sanotion of the Provinoial Government obligatory 

Dr. Dadimakh ‘ and Mr. Sri PnkaM stetrf ^ 
PiMWB of opposHioa all orar agaia ia- the third raadiag. ah^ Dr. D at hi^h 
ud aoma hits at Mr. party. Ba aikad, with rateraaea ta hu 
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ia|mtion that an ordinance was inevitable in case of rejection of the 
Billt whether he wool 1 advocate suicide because death was inescapable for eYeryone« 

24th, AUGUST :*-Mr. Opt’/vte'a Bill had its final passage thioogh the Honse 
to^ay, which it secured by a margin of 8 votes. 

Hr. Satyamurti asserted that the Punjab Government as such has not 
asked for the Bill but only Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, Sir Henry Craik and the 
Ck>mmander«in-Chief. He had challenged the Oovernmeut to produce the Punjab 
Government’s despatch^ if such a thing existed. It was a vigoious performance, 
in fact one of the best that Mr. Satyamurti has d<divercd this session, and 
the Honse enjoyed his analysis of Mr. Jiuuah’s speech in judicial phraseology 
verdict for the plaintiff, decree for the defendant ; for while all Mr. 
Jinnah*8 arguments had supported tho Congress position, his votes had gone to the 
Government’s side. Mr. Satyamurti incidentally revealed the fact that the Ahrars, the 
Mo&lim Students’ Federation and other Musi im organisations had urged the Congress 
to stand firm in its opposition to the measure. Mr. Nauman^ on behalf of the Muslim 
League, strove to defend the attitude of the Muslim League, while Mr. Sri Prakaaa 
referred to the use of the Criminal Caw Amendment Act against anti-Hindi agitators, 
but be argued that it only showed how absolute power demoralised every Party and, 
therefore, confirmed the fears of the Opposition as regards this new measure. 

Motor Vehicles Bill 

After Mr. Ogilvie’s Bill had been passed came Mr. C low's Motor Vehicles 
Bill. He expounded the changes mide in the Select Committee and asked 
critics not to be frightened by the length of the Bill, for it contained nothing novel 
or drastic aud only introduced a oertatn amount of uniformity in plaoe of the 
divergent practices in the different provinces. Ho regretted that uninformed 
criticism still persisted in some quarters about the sinister design to assist railways 
under cover ot regulating motor transport. After all, the safety of the publio, the 
protection of roads, the avoidance of cut-throat competition within tbe motor industry 
Itself were all commendable objeots and the Government fully recognised the neoe* 
ssity for a healthy development of motor transport in the ^interests of our towns 
and villages. 

25tii. AUGUST After the question-hour to-day, the House rapidly thinned as 
it settted down to continue the debate on the first readipg of the Motor Vehicles 
Bill as modified by the select committee. 

Mr. Nabihaksh Bhutto^ speaking first, emphasised the importance of motor tiaffio 
which he said was equal to that of railways and deserved equal encouragement. He 
considered that the regulations proposed by the Bill would bear so heavily on motor 
transport that few would come forward to undertake motor services. It was invi- 
dibus to insist upon third party insurance in the case of motor transport and not 
upon railways in which the evil of overcrowding was as bad as in motor transport. 

Mr. Dalai pleaded for a reduction of driving hours for drivers of goods vehicles 
and for a more rigorous itisisteiice on drivers refraining from alcoholic drinks 
before taking tho wheel. The inteihgenco of an average man in India, he declared, 
was too low to be entrusted with a motor car or a motor cycle. Compulsory third 
party insurauce should, in his opinion, come into force immediately ; and he suggested 
that it should be extended to provide hospitals with a statutory right to recover 
the liability incurred by them on treating casualties of motor acoidents. 

Dr. P. N. Banerjee directed bis criticism of the Bill mainly to what he described 
as 'additional objectat and reasons’ which the Select Committee had embodied in 
danse 42. He specified tho considerations that . should guide the Provincial Govern- 
ments in regulating and oontroliing motor transport One of these considerations 
wore the desirability of the development of motor transport and the desirability of 
preventing the deterioration of the road system. He strongly objected to power 
of oontrof being given to the Provincial Governments because they had ah interest in^ 

pro8|>erity of the railway and would not be impartial. Farther, there were other 
provinces where Congress Ooyernments did not exist 

Mr. Manu Suhedar. speaking m behalf of the Chamber of Commerce which he 
represented, supported toe Bill and opposed the motion for circulation. He, however, 
eduld not understand how the Ooverameut which had opposed Sir Abdul Halim^ 
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Ohunwi^bill. wbioli was attemptiiig to flz masimaiii rates tor water tnaaport, 
ooaid, St m same time, propose a similar measure for motor transport He did* not 
wee wHh the provisions embodied in the Bill in the interests of the railways and 
that no Provinoial Government would ever think of taking any action in the interest 
of tho railways unless all possible economies had been effected in the ndlway 
administration. 

Mr. 8. dT. 8om, supporting the Bill, referred to the advantages which would 
aoorne to the poor people with the development of mo.’jr transport which, aooording 
to him. was cheaper and more convenient. He, however, wanted the control and 
regulation of the motor transport industry to be In the interests of the publio and 
not in those of the railways which, he said, was India’s great national waste and 
not a national asset. 


Muslim Women’s Divoboe Bill 

26tk. AUGUST :<-The presence of a number of women in 'Burqa* in the 
public galleries to-day, which were full, reflected the interest around by Mr. KaeimCa 
Bill to consolidate the legal provisions regarding divorce among Muslim women, 
which was the first of the private Bills on the agenda to-day. 

The need for the Bill was explained by the fact that there was no provision In 
the Hanafl code of Muslim law enabling a married Muslim woman to obtain a 
decree from the courts dissolving her marriage in case her husband neglects to 
maintain her, makes her life miserable by deserting or persistently maltreating her 
by abscondii^, leaving her helpless. 

The debate on the Bill was interesting in patches. Mr. Aaaf AH^ pleading for 
reform as regards the marriage rights of Muslim women, delicately hinted that 
some parts of the Bill would need a careful scrutiny in tho Select Oommittee, 
particularly the last two clauses. One laid down that the conversion of a 
married Maslim woman to any other faith could not by itself be a ground for 
the dissolution of the marriage and the other prescribed that all suits relating 
to Muslim marriage should be tried. only by Muslim judges, even in High Courts. 

JBhai Paramanand and later Mr. B. Bajoria showed from the Hindu stand- 
point the dangers of dause 5 and in this they found a recent statement of 


Motor Yehioles Bill (Contd ) 

29th. AUGUST :-~The day was devoted to a general discussion on the Motor 
Vehicles Bill, Mr. Surya Kumar 8om, Mr. Birendra Narain Chowdhuri. Mr. Baijnath 
Bajoria and Mr. Badri Dutt Pande discussing the provisions of the measure in 
great detail. 

The speeches tended to be lengthy, practically everyone oconpying forty-five 
minutes, except Mr. Aikmari who, on behalf of the European Group, made an 
admirably lucid statement defining his party’s attitude. Interest in the debate was 
kept alive by frequent cross-bench sparring, which went on throughout the day. 
Generally speaking, the Congress Party offered warm support to tho Bill on 
the ground urged by Mr. Anantaaayanam Iyengar that railways had potentialities of 
becoming a national asset while motor transport was no industry at all, for In 
affording employment to leas than two lakhs of workers it was responsible for an 
annual drain of Rs. 9 orores. 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin, with a wealth of statistics and graphical detail, considered 
the Bill a ghastly jumble of ill-conceived provisions and wondered how motor 
transport could possibly survive such a formidable combination of adverse factors as 
top-heavy charges and unmentionable roads. Mr. Aikman was apprdhensive about the 
weight of too many restrictions especially on the single bus-owner. Nevertheless, he 
offered disoriminating support. The fixation of maxima and minima fares struck him 
as being dangerous and the regulation of hours of work, however desirable in theory, 
was likely to prove impracticable. He wanted no interference with Inter-Provincial 
transport for it was an essential feature of industrial development. He wanM to 
see long distance transport grow without obstacles, among whicn he placed variations 
of conditions in the different Provinces. 

Mr. Anantaaayanam and later Mr. Qadgil vl^fously defended the' Bill as it had 
emerged from the Select Committee though Mr. Palliwal was not free from doubts 
as to the unqualified excellence of the measure. European Interests were keen. They 

12 
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intoiprvted Mr. Aikman's apaeoh to meia m alimalatiiig <iiiy^it of laotor-etfra from 
' IBogiand Imt thoT ooald not overlook tlie lir larger isaaes invoiced In aafeguardiitf 
tiie apaition of tiie railwaya tram ont-throat eompetition. It beoamo olear. throadb 
Mr. Oadgira apeeoh, that on aome aaeodaMiita to Claaae .42, there vaonld be interaa- 
tiiig difiaiona. 


Slil. AUGUST A keen debate aroae to-day on the qoeatton whether a .lioenee 
naed by any one other than the holder, arnat ha preanmed to have been eo naed with 
the holder^ oenaent. 

The Ooagreaa Nationaliat fiarty wanted to amend aab-olanae two, danse aix, 
to read aa Idlowa *Mo holder of a noeaoe shall allow it to be naed by any 
other peraon’* and omU the following words : Hod tn the event of any oontxi- 
ventioB of this provision, a oonrt may preanme tfaat the lioenoe was ae iasned 
with the consent of the holder/’ 

The horn Mr. d,, 0. Clow, GommnnloaUona Bfember, accepted Che amendment 
whioh was passed. 

The first division on the Bill ooonrred to-day and was lost by^the Oovernment. 
The division followed a debate lasting nearly an hour, the Honse at the end 
agreeing to empower registered medical practitioaer to grant a oertifioata 

of fitness for driving. ^ This was seonred by an amendment to snb-danse three 
of dattae seven to omit the fdllowing words qualifying a registered medical prac- 
tioner : "anthoriaed by the Proviaoial Government by a role made nnder aection 
21 to grant snob certifloates.” 

Mr. T» 8» Avina$Mingam Cholltar, moving the deletion of these words, pointed 
' ont that^ their retention wonld have the effect of restricting the power of grant- 
ing oertifieates to a certain small namher of practitioners and thereby create a 
now •caste”. 

Xho amendment was pressed to a division and passed by 67 votes to 67. 
Members of tho finropean Group for the first time daring the session voted in 
diffarent lobbies. Mr. OriStha voted against while other members of the group 
voted lor the amendment 

The Honae rejected Dr. 8ir ZiauddiiCn amendment to empower hakims and 
vdda to grant oertifioates of fitness. Farther disonssion was adjonrned. 


111 . SEPTEMBER The debate on the elansea of the Bill to-day over 
which on the whole there was general agreement among all parties was relieved by 
an inoident whioh developed into a coosUtational point The amendment of Prcf, 
Bomga of the Gongress paity that a political offence sfaonld not be a diaqaalifioation 
for a driver for getting a lioenoe was being voted upon when Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Diilla. Deputy President made Mr. Satyamurthi^ one of the membera of tho panel 
of ohttrman, oconpy the Ghair and himself voted in the lobby and immediately came 
back and relieved Mr. Satyamurthi. As for Mr. Satyamurthi he had already voted 
for the amendment before he was asked to take the Chair. All this happened when 
the Preaidont 8ir Abdur Rahim was away for a while. The Mnslim League partv 
praotioally en bloo voted against the amendment. " 


Sir Siauddin Ahmed rose indignantly and enquired if it was right for the 
dhiirman, Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutta, to have gone and voted as he did. This was a 
rignal te ezdtod aoenes, Buropean and Government members cheering Sir Zianddin 
while Nationalists and Congressmen standing by Mr. Akbil Chandra Datta. Mr. 
Akhil Ghandni Datta was riddled with queafiona both from Sir Zianddin and 
Bt Mnhammad Zdvallah Khan and gave bis ruling that his own action was perfectly 
la ordai. 

Hi. ■jmMw i H W of th. in^deut can be coaied by tba fact that a tie had ben 
ehaBM n frq/: Saiva’a aiaeiidaant, lot aotoally, despite Hr. Akhil murndt. 
a’a votai it was defaaM hy om vota. Bat atill Sir itahainiiiad Zalrnllith pnraoad 
the aaatttr whn the Preridaot m oaaal ntared the chamber after dii yori. . .f 
odk. morit, aad thmwaa another debate whiob bieocbt Mr. Akhil Ofaandra mtta 
mitt a atm waraiag to Sir Abdor BaUm that hia poaitloa iraa eo-oeoal to hia and 
thantam tta Fretidnt ooold not rererae the raliiur cirea by him (Mr. 
AkW Datta) whea^te ^opeopled the OhMr. Mr. BkiSabkai Dudi 

wmmif dafaadad Mr. AkUl Chaadra Datia’a aotioa tad gave a aiadlar 
1 ta Sir Ahdnr B a h i ar . 9 m iaaaea m« to Sir Abdor tohim to decide irm 
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fintly, wheiher both the votes of lir. Akhtl Ghsndrs Datta and ICr. Satjaninrilil 
wm nM, and secondly, when a person who oconpied the Ohair was entitled 
daring me voting time to seonre relief to go and vote or whetiier he had only the 
power te give the casting vote. Sir Abdar promised to give a oonsidered mling. 

iNDUNXSATlOIf OF ABUT 

lad. SEPTEMBER I’-^Mavlana Shavkat AU moved for a committee of the 
legisiatnre to implement the recommendation of the Sandhurst Committee of 1919 
for reviewing the working of the Indian Sandharst. The amendments of the Congress 
party, which were later supported hy the Musl|iin . Leaguers, suggested that the 
committee should consist of a majority of members from among non-officid and 
elected members of the House. But there was an amendment in the' name of Mr, 
A. Aikman, leader of the European group, which the ^vernment was prepared to 
support Eventually, however, the resolution of Maulana Bhaukat Ali was carried 
without division, thereby committing the Government to demand of the House for 
the immediate appointment of a committee to review the working of the Indian 
Sandhurst 

The speech which seriously disturbed the Congress party and oompromissd its 
attitnde was made by Mr. Subbaroyan^ the only lady member of the House. Speak- 
ing extempore and helped only with a few notes she was heard with attention, 
particularly by the ladies in the gallery but the views she uttered were oonsidered 
ultra moderate by the Congress party to which she belonged. She was loudly cheered 
as she resumed her scat with an appeal for mutual goodwill, cooperation and friendly 
relations as the only method for the successful working of reforms. 

Mr. Ogilvie's reply on behalf of the Government was one of the acceptance of 
the resolution in principle, especially, as the new scheme for the future working of 
the Indian Sandhurst was nearly ready and could be placed before the committee. 
This did not satisfy Mr. Bhulabhai Deaai who, speaking with warmth, reviewed the 
whole defence policy of the Government of India, particularly, the great disparity 
in status between the Indian and the Britisher. He stood out and out fbr oompleto 
Indianiaation. 


President’s Rulxno 

5th. SEPTEMBER Before the House plunged into the intricacies of the 
Motor Vehicles Bill to-day, the Chair gave a carefully worded ruling regarding the 
Deputy President’s right to exercise his vote during a division so far as it 
concerned Thursday’s iocideuts, but for the future he laid down, despite Mr. 
Bhulabhai Desai’s contentiou to the contrary, that the Chair bad the right to 
give guidance and he proposed to do so. Once a division-bell bad rung, the robbiea, 
he oategorically stated, were part ot the House and^ therefore, the Deputy 
President could not be deemed to be absent from the House iu going into the 
lobbies for recording his vote. Moreover, complications would arise in the event 
of a tie. The ruling was applauded generally as fair though Mr. Bhulabhai 
Desai seemed to entertain doubts about the competence of the ObSr to give cue. 


Atrocitieb in Burma— Adj. Motion 

former Agent-General in South Africa, and Messrs. Tyabji and 
padachanjt^ Burma Indian delegates-, were present in the gallery when an ad- 
ioarnment motion in regard to Burma riots was discussed. The Government of 
India were keen that no censure should bo infiicted on them for the failure of 
the Buraia Government to prevent the riots. But the opposition was keen on carrying 
the ppuon if fur no other reason than to convey the message of encourage- 
ment to the Indian nationala in Burma and their aeterminatioo to stand up for 
honour of India. Despite the efforts of Sir Jagadish Prasad 
I® prove that everything possible had been dona 
oy the Government of India, the motion was carried without division. 

Sir liavdiiit, a. a member of the Mostim Leane Party, ioitiated tha debate 

55? 4 ®i? J pbotopi^pha of some of those who had 

been killed and asked, whose Mood would not boU at the sight of thn.. atiooitieB. 

Hr. fiefvamwMt took up the thread and asked if the Oovemment of £id» 
woidd hm ^ Quiet m cm even » Mngle Britisher had been kHied. The faote 
ware ao iMKt-renduig that he was oonatnuaed to snggest that nitb.r sir 
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PfiBad or Sir Oirija Shauktr Baipal should hard flown to Rangooui particularly as the 
Burma Goyeroment had refused to help the refugees and tried to appease the wrath 
of the House by promising to despatch Mr. Satyanathan i. o. s. as agent in Burma 
almost immediately instead of next month as originally planned. This agent would 
be in a position to lead evidence on behalf of India and the Indian community 
More the commission that has been appointed by the Burma Government. Then on 
fhe question of compensation to the victims the Government ^f India had already 
represented to the Burma Government. Thinking that this was enough evidence of 
the Government of India’s alertness and sympathy with the Indian oommnnity, Sir 
Jp^ish asked : 'What more can be done ? 

Mr. F. E, James asked the Government of India to see that the agent who would 
be ihortiy going to Burma occupied the same status and performed the same functions 
as the A^nt in South Africa and not as the agents in Geylon or Malaya. He also 
wanted the Government to consider the question of despatching all Indian troops 
to Burma to assist the Burma Government. Mean- while the Government* of India 
must compel the Burma Government to accept the principle of compensation for 
loss of life and property. 

Motor Ybhxqlbs Bill (Contd ) 

The Assembly next disposed of nine clauses of the Motor Vehicles Bill. A division 
was called on a Nationalist party amendment to fix maximum periods of disquali- 
llMion for reckless driving, unauthorised racing and using a vehicle without a 
permit, and resulted in a win for the Opposition. 

In the original Bill disqualtfloatlon was prescribed in a proviso to Clause 17 which 
laid down the minimum period of such disqualification. Prof. P. E, Banerji wanted 
that a maximum period of two years for reckless driving and unauthorised racing 
and one year for usi^ a vehicle without a permit should be provided. The amend- 
ment was passed by 68 votes to 36. 

Twelve more clauses were next passed by the Assembly. In the course of the 
discussion the House negatived by 44 votes to 35 the European Group’s amendment 
to insert a provision requiring applioatlon for certificates of fitness of transport 
vebioles to be made in a prescribed form giving sufficient details about the vehicle. 

Anothet amendment moved by the Government to regulate the periods during 
which certificates of fitness should remain effective was opposed by the European 
Group and the Nationalist party. It was pressed to a division and accepted by a 
mqjoiity <of 76 votes to 35. 

Ml. SEPTEMBER Buses, used by schools to bring children, would have no 
need to obtain a permit from the Begloual Authority, according to an amendment 
to the Bill, was passed by the Assembly to-dav. 

Mr. Bhutto, the mover, Messrs. Bbulabhai Desai, E. Santanam and Bonga, 
commending the amendment, referred to the fact that these buses were not run 
on profit and tbat the charge levied was in many cases hardly enough to oover the 
maintenance of the vehiole. 

The lion. Mi. A, O. Ohw, Gommimications Member, suggested that there 
was no need ior a specific provision of this kind as he felt tbat exemption In the 
case of such vehicles would be automatically granted. 

The amendment wss agreed to without a division. 

The House next launched in a disonssion of Clanse 42. The cheers that greeted 
Mr. 8, K, Bom, as he rose to move for the .omission of the clause, indicated the 
goneril expectation of a prolonged and spirited debate. 

Mr. Bsfwa Kumar Sen moved the amendment to delete Clause 42, giving 
power to the Provincial Governments to control road transport. He declared that 
‘this daoae was m|ioly to protect railways from the competition of buses iu long 
distanoe traffic. Hues, he declared, offered greater conveniences and safety, parti- 
cularly in avoiding the pilfering that was going on in railway stations aim the 
iaeffiment handling of goods by the railways. He condemned the railways as wicked, 
inoompetent, oarmess and oallons in the treatment accorded to the lower class 
fMisengm. Therefore, why should buses be bound down to various iuoonvedibnoeB, 
to save the railways, which are as beyond the control and reach of the House as 
theVkanqrhimsdf? 

As for oo-ofdiutton and oo>opeatioii, Ur. Som declared tbat it was as afopendons 
• noDsenas as talks of ooH^antion between Sogland and India so loii|| as Indie 
waa not free to datemine «id aattto her own eSaua. He, for one, worn not ask 
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the House to rive dictatorial powers even to Mahatma Gandhi himself, being aware 
of the use made by Hitler, Mussolini and stalin of such powers. Hew oould similar 
power be given to the Provinoes over road transport ? The Provinoes, Mr. Bom 
pointed out, were now interested in railway revenues. Therefore, such absolute 
power oould not be entrusted to them. 

Mr. iT. Santanam^ who was reputed to be the author of the Clause in the Select 
Committee, vigorously defended its purpose and principles. He said that the original 
Bill gave representation to railways in all the oodies to be^t up to carry out oo- 
ordination ; the Bill also gave power to the railways to oppose^e giving of permits 
to long or short distance motor transport. Bat Oanse 43 miminared the railways 
from tunctioniog in the Etegional and Provincial Transport Authorities. 

The clause (said Mr. Santanam) had been oriticised as favouring railways and 
speeches had been made as though the railways need not be considered a national 
asset. It looked as if foreign rule had produced a mentality, which dared not claim 
what really belonged to the country. ^ In spite of the mismanagement that had gone 
on for a long time, the railways did belong to the country^ and it was necessary to 
see that when the people inherited that property ultimately, it did not come to them 
in a worse condition than now. 

One of the most important effects of the clause would be to counteract the 
provision of the Government of India Act, which removed the railways from the 

S nrview of the Provincial Governments. The clause provided a point of almost 
aily contact between the Provincial Governments and the railways. 

Mr. F, E» James^ explaining the European Group's attitude, made it clear that 
their opposition to the principle of the clausa had nothing to do with the fact that 
some of the group represented the motor industry. Even if every motor car, bus 
and lorry were produced in this country, as it would be one day, they would take 
precisely the same point of view with regard to -the clause. They were not opposed 
to a proper co-ordination, but to the clause as it stood and to the principle of it. 

**W.e believe that co-ordination Is difficult, if not impossible, between the two. 
In the absence of such unified control, co-ordination would be domination/’ The 
Provinces, continued Mr. James, .had no control over 'the railway system and yet 
this clause gave them far-reaching powers of control over the rival system of road 
transport Mr. James took each provision and declared that it was not proper in a 
clause of this kind. If the clause remained in dhe Bill, the Provinciail Governments 
would have the power to take off all the roads, all public and private carriers. He 
voiced strong objeotion to the power of fixing maximum and minimum fares being 
given to the Frovincial Governments. The regulation of rates should, Mr. 
James contended, be left to be determined bv ecnomic factors. He suggested 
that oo-ordInatioQ should be attempted at toe place where the controlling 
authorities could meet and discuss things. He admitted the constitutional difficulty 
under present conditions under which the control of railways was at the Centre 
and the control of roads was in the Provinoes, but he tbongbt that in the 
Transport Advisory Council, they bad. the embryo of a machinery for real 
oo-ordinatioQ. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Deaai, Leader of the Opposition, in reply to Mr. James, quoted 
further from his own speech referred to by Mr. James. The opposition of the 
Euro^n group, said Mr. Desai, oould be understood from the fact that In^ his 
(Mr. Desai’s) speech, he had referred to the road transport industry and explained 
how it would be an exaggeration and wrong in perspective to consider it a national 
industry. Opposition to such a point of view was not surprising when it came from 
represeutatives of those who wanted to sell oil and cars, no matter what happened to 
the railways. As regards the clause itself, it omitted the only one objeotion which he 
(Mr. Desai) had expressed to co-ordination between road and rail transport. It removed 
the railway from the maohinery proposed by the Bill for the purpose of co-ordination. 
Mr. James had spoken of the absence of control over the railways, but if he vras 
asked to give his co-operation in any effort to secure that control and make the 
Federal Railway Authori^ responsible to the people, then his oo-operation would go 
to the Government Mr. Desai continued that Mr. James had argued that the clause 
would enable the Provincial Governments to prohibit all motor traffio on roads. Tha< 
was not oorrect and he was sure that Mr. James realised it The section did not' meat 
that the Provincial Governments oould mnka motor transport disappear to-morrow 
Every action to be taken by the Provinoid Governments had to be taken unde 






wbseOT6iitly. far IntiiDoe, no Provlnoiil OoTernment was going 
to ns tho lato and ratnot the roates anlm snob restriotion was necessary under 





ornnamt were called upon to niohlblt anything. 
llr« closed with a reiefenee to the comparative value of rail and road 




to gl^Qg encoarageneat to ^ the motor industry but such enoouragenienrmut be 
tonmred by toe eonuderatiou of how much the country 1^ to pay out to the 
fwwgjer In order to* |dve simh ^ enopuragement He said that though a direct con- 
constitobonally posmbie, pressure could be eaerted through 
PravfnoiaiOovmments on the mlwaya in order that every means of transport 
migiit ne oo«ordinatea. 

Mr. ^ahor M opposed the amendment. Sir Ziauddin • Ahmed was speaking 
when toe Assembly adjourned. * 


m.^SIPn;ilBER;--T^ Assembly rejected without a division to-day Prof. 
MfM^ e ameodffl^ent to delete the provision enumerating the condiriou under which 
ihe Erwlnoial Oovernments wore empowered to control road transport. 

Mr. harayan Ckaulhury^g amendment to substitute the provision 

hy which the Provincial Oovernments were directed to take into account “the 
deambfiify of preventing the deterioration of the valuable national assets in 
Indian Railways** by a new ptovision namely “the desirability of co-ordinating 
road and rail transport** was accepted. 

Mr. r. gf. Atfina^ilingam Ch€ttiar*e amendment to add also the “desirability 
of prevonhM nneconomio oompetirion unong motor vehicles** to the considera- 
tions which tho Provincial Oovernments were to take Into account when con- 
trolling road transport, was accepted. 

Mr. James then moved that part (1) of sub-clause (1) of Clause 42 be omitted: 
After a short debate, the amendment was pressed to a division and lost. 31 
voting fdr and 80 against 

An amendment seeking to remove the Provincial Oovernments* power of pro- 
hibiting, sopjeot to certain conditions, the conveying of long-distance goods traffic 
generally, wn^aiso lost without a divisioui 

^fore rising for tho day, another amendment seeking to exclude private 
carriers fhim the prohibitions and restrictions to be enforced on long-distancQ 
traffic, waa also pressed to a division and lost by 30 votes to 78. 

Clause^ occnpMtbe whole of to-day’s sitting and when the House rose fur 
the day, 92 out of 54 amendments to the danse had been disposed uf 

The Congress Natiooalist Party moved most of the amendments considered to- 
day, but none of them was adopted. 

8tb. SEPTEMBER i—Tho implications of the State having the power to fix 
maximum and minimum bus fares and freights were discussed at length to-day on an 
aMDdment moved by Mr. F. E, Jamee^ seeking the deletion of the provision, 
m oIanM 42, giving such power to the Provincial Governments. Mr. James, 
snorted by Sardar Sant Singh, argued that the provision was a Socialist one 
and d^larM that toe hcu. Mr. 1. G. Clow, in company with the Congress Party, 
was going down the slippery slope of Socialism. 

Mr. A. O. Clow referred to toe fact that the principle of fixing maximum 
and minimum fares was enshrined In the Bill as originally drafted, and was 
not a reform due to the influence of the Congress or the Socialists. Even if there 
were wy chasm produced in him by his association with the Congress in the Select 
Committee, or by ^^e debate in the House, that would not be a fault. The amend- 
ment was negatived. 

^ The next amendment, moved by Pandit L, K. Maitra, to deny to the Provin- 
cal Oovernments the power (rf fixing the minimnm fares, gave Mr. AT. O Ranaa 
an oppwtonity to rwly to Mr. Jamea. Mr. Ranga declared that the provisioM 
in the Oai^ thongh it was drafted by a Congressman, had nothing to do with 
tofalism. rrhe moment the Congress Party becomes Socialist, then Mr. James 
wfll be Jhe first to take his pjMsport to go back home.** (Laughter.) He put in 
a 8(drtted plea on behalf ef the bullook-cart drivers who, he said, would be 
oraefaed out of existence if no ninimiim fare was fixed for toe buses. The 
amendmoBt was lost. 
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A nnttber o! amendmeiits to OUuOe 42, that were moved to-day, were rejeoted 
by the Hoose and the Olanse, amended as follows, was passed amid cheers 

(1) *^A Provincial Qovernment, having regard to:— (&) advantages offered 

to the pnblio, trade and indoatry by the development of motor transport ; (b) 
the destrability of preventing the deterioration of the road system ; and (o) the 
desirability of preventing uneconomic competition . among motor vehicles ; and 
after having heiid the rqpresentatives of the interests afteoted and having con- 
sulted the Provincial and Regional Transport AutheriHes concerned, may by noti- 
fication in the oAoial gazette, ^ 

(1) Prohibit or restrict thronghont the Province or in any area or in any 
route within the Province, subject to such conditions as it may think desirable, 
the conveying of long distance goods traAo generally or of prescribed classes of 
goods, by private or public oaniers ; or 

(II) Fix maximum or minimum fares or freights fbr stage carriages and 
public carriers, to be applicable throughout the Province or within any areas or 
any route within the Province. 

(2) The Provincial Government shall permit, at such intervals of time as It 
may fix, the interests affacted by any notification issued under sub-section 
(1) to make representations urging the cancellation or variation of the notification 
on the following grounds, namely (a) that the railways are not giving reasonable 
facilities, or are taking unfair aavantage of the action of the Provincial Oovern- 
meut under this section : or (b) that conditions have changed since the publication 
of the notification : (c) that &e special needs of a particular industry or location 
require to be considered afresh. 

(3) . If the Provincial Government, after considering any representation mado 
to it under sub-section (2) and having beard the representatives of the interests 
affected and the Provincial and Regional Transport Authorities, is satisfied that 
any notification issued under Sub-seotiou (1) ought to be cancelled or varied, it 
may cancel the notification or vary it in suoh a manner as it thinks fit*’ 

Before the floose rose for the day, the next four clauses were also passed. 

Mubsim Womin’s Ditorob Bill (Costd.) 

Sth. SEPTEMBER :’^The Assembly to-day oontinned the debate on Mr. Kas^nCs 
Bill to oonsolidate the provisions of Muslim Law relating to suits by married 
Muslim womeu for the dissolution of their marriages and to remove doubts as 
to the effect of apostasy of a married Muslim woman on her marriage tie. Mr. 
Eazmi had moved the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee on the last non- 
official day. 

Mr. Q, B. Nairang referred to the many iudioiai rulings, holding that apostasy 
automatioally dissolved that marriage of a Muslim woman, and said that these 

rulings were really blunders heaped one upon another and oonstitntiog a real 

tragedy of errors. The real authorities on this matter, he declared, were the 

Maulvis and not the oourta. To a refereuoe made by him 65 well-known Manivis 
had replied and ont of thorn 48 had expressed themselves in favour of Clause 5-A. 
Ar regards the fear that the olanse would prevent the return to the Hindu 
feld of a Hindu womau abducted and forcibly converted and married to a 

Mualim, Mr. Nairang asserted that the clause would not apply to suoh a 
marriage. If the woman was lorolbly converted, then she could not be- 

aome a* Mualim and a foroible marriage was a oontradiotiou in terms. She 

was, aa far aa the Bill was oonoemedy u free agent to do as she liked. 

Dr. G, V, L$9hmukh^ while expreBting hia fall sympathy with the Bill, 
did not want It to be approaohea from the same point of view aa tha 

mover and of Mr. Nairang, who was auppoaed to be the real author of 
the Bill He was opposed to the Lsgialatnre lending itself to perpetuafe the dootrinea 
^ eay partienlar school of Jaw whether it be aeoordiog to the deeraea of any 
Mwma er the PVilipaf of m Ulemas* The gueitioiia emM be aiiproiehed feom 
the point of view of aoeial-reform, in a spirit of equity, iustlee and gM eona ei ene e . 
When mmrioge wtt a matte of oontraot, ite pSrtidiiaata tewM te |l^ 

teloilewllie dfetate of lenion add the law temani te he jnte. m aapi^ aay 

paHieular asbool el ter. He. therefore, was not hi tenor of thoM amdiea^ whioa 
ntetei to the tim aohtotoSt thooght, aamriy MaUM sad Baaafi. 
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Tarning to the pTOTjsioQS dealing with the grounds of diyoroe, ^Dr. Deshmakh 
felt that they did not ioolade all possible and lositimate gruunds sioh as leprosy, 
Tonereal diseases, eto. It was not enough to say *lor any other reason which may 
be saflBoient under Ifuslim law for the dissolution of a marriage." This would 
he vague and leave room for misinterpretations and misunderstandings. The clause 

g 'oviding for the trial of suits took away what was meant to be given under 
e new Bill. The woman would have to undergo dilRoulties if there were no 
Muslim iudioial officer available in her district The methods by which the re- 
lief provided by this Bill could be obtained^ should not be expensive and should 
give sufficient facilities. 

A learned discourse on the Muslim marriage law by the hon. Sir Mahomd 
Zafrullahj^xomx^^ Member and Leader of the House, weighted with quotations 
from the Holy Koran, kept the House and the full galleries interested for nearly 
an hour. The hon. Sir Manmatha ITath Mvkherjee^ Law Member, follow^ 

with a powerful address, delivered with stateliness and enlivened by 

humorous anecdotes. Mr. M* 8. Aney^ Louder of the Oongress Nationalist Party, 

then began his spbech but had not concluded when the debate was adjourneu 
till the next session and the House rose for thp day. 

MoTO.a Yxbiclbs Bill ( Ooxtd. ) 

IM. SEPTEMBER The Assembly passed clauses 57- A to 63 of the Motor 
Vehioles Bill to-day and took up consideration of Clause 64, dealing with the 

restriction of the hours of work of the drivers. 

In the course of the debate, two amendments moved by Mr. AT. if. Joski 
were accepted irithout a division. By the flret amendment, the period for which 
a driver should work at a stretch, was reduced from 5 and a half houra to 5 
hours. Mr. Joshi's other amendment provided that the hours of work of a driver 
should not be more than 9 hours a day. 

A third amendment by Mr. 3oshi sought to empower the Frovinoial Govern- 
ment to modify the provisions referring to the hours of work in prescribed oir- 
onmstanoes to inoreasiog the intervals of rest to one hour instead of half an 
-bonr, by reducing the houra of work per day to eight, by reducing the hours of 
work per week from 64 to 48 and by requiring that a driver should have an 
interval of rest of 24 hours or one calendar duty in each week. The amendment 
was pressed to a diviaion and rejected by 34 wtes to 29. 

Tne amendment was supported by the Government and opposed by the 
European Group, the Congress Nationalists and tbo Muslim League while the 
Congress Party remaioed neutral. 

The hon. Mr. H. M, Sfaxwell, Home Mdmber, tbnii presented the report of 
the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the law relating to the prevention of 
orueUy to animals. 

CONTKOL OF MiUTART EXPUTDirUBI 


13tli. SEPTEMBER There was a rally of all Opposition forces, both Hindu 
and Muslim, in the Assembly to-day in condemnation of a strict Anancial control over 
the military expenditure In India. 


A cold reception was given to the annonneement made by Sir James Origg, 
Finance Member, that the British Oovemment had agreed to loorease tho annual 

g rant Dsid under the Oarran Tribunara recommendation to £2,000,000. As for 
M csDital grant of £5.000,000 for re-eqnlpment ^ of British and Indian units in 
India and for the B. A. P. squadrons, the oritioism voiced was that India would 
have to incur a incurring expenditure on these re-equipped forces. The Finance 
- ' * for goodwill in the working of the oonstitatlon and for partiol- 


SS»S®ta“IS’eB«t witTfltidis wmW inore»i^ pow.^ - .L T 

^ CJrleB of ‘No* that greeted the Fioance Member’s obeerrations refleoted the 
atoeneth ef fe^C against the nIggardW grant towards the milKare expandMnra 
Irodi Hritiit" and‘ aim tU^layed the lenud of the AnemUy willingly to help 
Bdtaih ln any war. 

' ShalaMaf Cbead railed the debate to an emotional pitob. In bin opinion 

’ th.7dcrea^ grut,WM bat a bnge ]oke and hn said that India refoMd to bo 
Into eolontnry partioii^ In «»y w.; With memriet of h^lng of 
^ Britidn alter tlto W v•rl ^l(r. l)e■al owntiotliy oommantod on Bir 
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James Grigg’s statement and oonclnded : HSoodwil! cannot be established except 
by ffoodwiir and India cannot work the oonstitntion at the point of a bayonet.^ 

The d^ate was continued by Mr. M. '8, Aney on behalf of the Natiomdist ParW, 
Eyed Qhulam Bhik Nairang on behalf of the Muslim League Party, and 
diuhammad ZafruUah Khan and Mr. G. M. 0. Ogtivie on b^alf of the Govern- 
ment The Oommerce Member declared that the Indians were anxious to defend 
India just as on the last occasion for the liberty of India and for the integrity of the 
empire. This observation, however, met with loud protestations froih the Opposition 
benches while it was cheered on the Government benches. 

Mr. Ogilme, Defence Secretary, reiterated the bureaucratic view that the sharing 
of Government’s confidence with the OppositionMn ' defence matters would mean 
breakdown of the entire fabric of the defence policy. 

To the demand of the Assembly for a committee to examine the finacoial con- 
trol now exercised over the military expenditure, there was a poor response from 
the Oovemroent as Lord Ohatfied of the British Admiralty would be coming 
over to India in cold weather for an enquiry, whereas the Assembly both by 
speeches and by votes recorded iis verdict in favour of a committee with an 
elected non*offioial majority to go into the matter. A heavy defeat sustained by 
the Government did not apparently create any effect on them : for not only on 
the resolution of the Congress party for a committee but also on two amendments 
that followed they persisted in dividing the House. 

Motor yiuxoLis Bill (Oobitd.) 

14lb. SEPTEMBER t--The Assembly to-day made rapid progress with the 
detailed debate on the Motor Vehicles Bill, of which over thirty olanaes were disposed 
of during the sitting, up to clause 96. These included a number of provisions 
relating to insurance, which proved to be considerably less contentious than had 
been expectedL 

The European Gfonp made an unsuccessful attempt to exempt from third party 
insurance those owners who deposited with the Accountant-General, central or 
provinoial, a lakh of rupees. Mr. F. E. Jatnei^ supported by Mr. Boyle, explained 
that a similar provision existed in the British Act and argued that there could hardly 
be any accidents which could not be covered by a lakh of rupees. 

Mr. Bkulabhai Deyai, Mr. Sat^amurii and Mr. K, Santanam, opposing the 
amendment, pointed out firstly that it would pot a premium on bigger bus operations ; 
secondly, if the binger corporations did not take out third party insurance policies, 
then the premium mr the others, who did take out such policies, would be 
correspondingly higher ; thirdly, it would be absurd to lay down a uniform deposit 
of one lakh, no matter what the number of vehicles owned was. 

Sir If. AT. Mukherjea^ Law Member, supported the amendment on behalf of the 
Government and pointed out that such a provision existed in the Bill before it 
was sent to the Select Oommittee. The amendment was rejected without a division. 

By a Government amendment, clause 94 requiriug all vehicles to be insured 
against third party risks was altered so as to exempt the paid driver from the 
consequences A oontraventloa of the requirement if the driver acted without 
knowledge of the absence of an insurance policy. The Assembly adjourned at 
this stage. 

ISib. SEPTEMBER Fourteen more clauses of the Bill were passed 
^ the House before the lunch interval. A new clause moved by Prof. 
Banerjae was also passed. It empowered Provincial Governments, by notification, 
to appoint a person or body of persons, without the right to adjudicate, to investi- 
gate and report on accidents involving the death of, or bodily ininry to, any person 
arising out of the use of motor vAioies and the extent to wnich their claims to 
compensation have been satisfi^ and to advise and assist such persons or their 
vsprmentatives’in representing their claims for compensation. 

The motion was supported by the Government. 

Mr. Bhulahhai Deaai^ opposing the danse, appealed to the House to remember 
mat in^an already impoverished country it was not advisable to add to the burden 
■V^®ttltipliolty of now bodies. The House accepted the new clause by 49 votes 

at comparison between honorary and paid magistrates was made by 

W Etauddin in the course of the debate on a successive series of amend- 
13 
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amts motad by membm of the Oongreea Nationalist and Miialim Leagne parties 
and bf Ifr. Abdal Baahid Ohaadhnry to redaoe the maximnin penalty provided 
Jn Beoooii 111 for minor offences. 

The penal^ of Bs. 50 was songht to be redaoed snooessively to Rs. £ and to 
Bs. 5 apd finally the House agreed to Sardar Mangel Singh's amendment to fix it 
at Bs* 9GL 

A oognate provision for a fine of Rs. 250 for a repetition of the offenoc enooantered 
datarmined opposition from the Congress Nationalist Party, Pandit Lakshmi JCanta 
MuUra moving for Its deletion. 

Mr* Ckfto opposed the amendment which was rejeeted by 75 votes to 20, 

The Boose later agreed to an offioisl amendment to rednoe the maximnm of 
Bs. UO to Bs. 100 on condition that driving without a license was exoluded from 
the purview of the provision. 

Mr. Am B. Okaudhwrif persevered in his attempt to rednoe the penalties in the 
hatiiaots of the poor bns driver. His amendment to exoinde rigorons imprisonment 
nem the penalties piesoribed in the olause was rmeoted but he saoceeded in 
DSdnoiBg the fine lor overspeeding from Bs. 200 to Rs. lOD. 

Ifilh. SEPTEMBER :»Two more olatmes in the Bill, Olauses 133 and 13i, were 
omitted to-di^, one by agreement of the House and the other by a rating 
from the Chair (Mr. Satyamnrti) that it was ultra mros. 

Ciftose 138 empowered the Central Government to modify any of the elention 
adhednles to the Bill and the Frovinolal Governments to modify the tenth, laying 
down driving regulations. 

Mr. J. D, Amd$r$om moved an amendment empowering only the Provineial 
Govamment to modify eertain sohedoles in their application (o itself. 

In the oourse of tiie debate on the amendment, referonoe was made to the 
possibility of different previnoes changing the sohednles in d^erent ways, resulting 
m chaos msteadof the uniformity and order that the Bin was inteadod to bring 

about To overoome this dllReatty it was suggested that the Central Transport 

Advieory Counoil eOnld be utilised to maiutaia inter-provinoial uniformity. 

Before the nmendment waa voted upon, it was agreed that the olause be omitted 
from file Bifl lor file preeent and a more suitable alternative than that sugg|Mted 
hy the amendment be brought forward later. The olaueo was aooordingly deleted. 
^1 IS4 eo^t to empower the Central Government to exempt motor vehicles 
to the Delenoe Droartmeot from any of the provisiona of the Bill. 

A J. ikaaij op a point of order, argued that file olause was tiflra uirm 

I the Central Government thereby sought to take to itself powers of exemption 

which nghtly belonged to the Provinoial Qovernments. 

Bir J mo m a d ZafruUdh^ intervening, contended that on the qaestion whether a 
partioalsr clanae was uHra nirea or not, it was not for the Chair to decide the 
ifsnia, hut it was lor the Hones or for the Courts. 

Mr* Satnawaarti, who was in the Chair, observed that the res^ioosibilitf for 

deciding a point of order of thia character rested on the Chair and he waa not 

ning to thirk thid dnty and wait tUl it was raised by some litigant before a Oeurt 
lb men dealt with thS' merits of the point of order and upheld it, deolarlag that 
the clanae was tdtra virta and should be deleted from the Bill. 

Boinro file Houee rose for the day ail the olauses and sohednles of the Bill, 

; olaoee two, which' dealt with dennitlona, and olaoee 186 were passed. In the 
I of the debte two nmendmeate were moved by' Sir Ziauddin Ahmad and Mr. 
Kmmmr 8m to limit the epeed of motor oyoles. motor oire and motor oabs. 
b eufmcrt of tbo UBaendmonta it was aigned that a majority of the road caana l tiei. 
wioa mm to the enpaivu tpaeda at which anoh private voluoloa wore driven. 

Mr. ML. 0. oppoalaf both the amandmoola, pointed oot that aooUMi 

. ovsu when vuhieMs were driven at apeoda below fart} five or iorty 


The Houro rojoetid hub tha 
tmuhaiail 


>-4)ilha 


withont a diviatou. Diseunta 

Bbam a^oaraai* 
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of the Motor 
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fbsd9, wlMi sootobed tbe sinister efforts to impose nncontrolled domination of the 
Ailways. He claimed it was a cood and hopefol beginning in the co-ordfnition of 
mt^r^^rnid railway transport ana hoped this wonld be extended in time to ariathm 

Aneu^ witfaont misgivings about the measure about to be placed 
on the statute book, had no regnts either about the oritical attitute of his 
party towards several of its provisions. Its success would depend, he felt, on 
the spirit in which it will be worked. Nevertheless, he did not conceal his die- 
satisfaction with some aspects of the measure, but hoped it might provide a real 
beginning in co-ordination between the two main forms of transport in the country. 

Mr. Atksias, on behalf of the European gronp,^ while not grudging their tribute 
tp hoih Mr. Clow and Mr. Mitchell for their sinoeri^ and devotion to the solution 
of a complicated problem, accepted the measure as the best compromise practica- 
ble in the existiojg oiroumstanoes. But he reiterated his party’s dislike of clause 
42, which gives, in their opinion, for too much power to the Provinoiai Govern- 
ments. However, it was a distinct step forward towards evolving a highway code. 

Mr. JVirmai Chandar thonsht the Select Committee was entitled to a consider- 
able amount of credit, particularly Mr. K. Bantanam, whose invalnable services were 
responsible for many salatary changes In the Bill. 

Mr. Sanianam felt both Sir M. N. Mnkheijee and Mr. Ahhil Chandra Dntt 
deserved grateful mention. As regards clause 49, he suggested that its effect might 
be to stimulate the interest of the Provinoiai Government in problems of transport 
and marketing. 

Mr, Clow was deeply moved by the generous tributes from all parts of the 
House and modestly transferred them to those who had put in hard worn for years 
to make a success of this measure. He claimed the Bill was not the last word on 
the subject, though in some respects it oonstitnted the first word. 

Ukassistbd Ekiobaiion Bill 

Then oame Sir 0. 8. Bajpai*a Bill to prevent unassisted emigration, which he 

8 laced before the House in a brief but aamirably lucid speeoh. He showed, with 
tie assistanoe of figures, how the stream of unassisted emigrants, which bad swollen 
in recent years particularly to Malaya and Ceylon bad virtually defeated tbe objects 
of the existing legislation. He disowned any desire to interfere with individual 
freedom, but the Madras Government, which was most concerned with the problem, 
had entirely agreed that legislative action was neoessary. 

Mr. AT. G. Manga^ warmly supportii^ tbe measure, made a downright attack on 
capitalists, whether European or Indian, who did not hesitate to exploit Indian 
labour abroad. 

Mr. F, E, JameSf claiming personal knowledge of the abuses of unassisted emigra- 
tion, not only supported tbe Bill but addei that leading planters in Malaya would 
welcome it. After some witty observations at Mr. Ranga's expense, be supported it 
as both desirable and urgent. 

The House was largely infiuenced by Sir 0, S, Bajpai'a assurance that tbe 
measure was intended solely in Indian interests and adopted tbe Bill with one 
minor amendment, which tbe Government accepted. The Hou.so then adjourned till 
(he 19th. 

Cruelty to Axiualb Bill 

19th. SEPTEMBER B, i/. Maxwell^ Home Membe^ introduced to-day a 

new measure for the prevention of cruelty to animals, designea chiefly to deal with 
Phooka but impioved m several other particulars. He pointed out tbe changes made 
by the Select Committee, none of which touched the principles of the Bill but 
seemed' to meet the demands of enlightened opinion. The old Act bad exempted all 
religious sacrifices, but the power of exemption was proposed to be conferred on 
Provincial Governments for application in local areas. 

Mr. Miller^ on behalf of the European Group, expressed the hope that the 
measure would prevent the unspeakable tortures inflicted on animals under the cover 
of religious rites and what he described as a commercial cruelty in large cities aa 
well as the cruelties unfortunately common in India as a result of neglect or 
ignoianoe. 

Both Messrs, Lalchand Navalrai and Banga feared harassment at the 
hands of the police and wanted the prevention of cruelty to the villager in tbe 
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name of nore stringeot proyisioos. Tbo latter also pleaded for the aioppage of 
•niiaal fights in yillagM, aooompanied by orgies of gambling and drinXiDg. Mr, 
Bajoria drew a vi^id picture of the beartleesness of milkmen in Oaloutta batohering 
DOW*born oalres and the practioe of fiaying cattle alive. 

Dnriog detailed disonssion on the provisiolis, tl.e House had the interesting 
speotiole of Messrs. Sojaria and Anty vtgoronsly objecting to any animais 
b^og destroyed eyen as a means of putting an end to their miseries on ue ground 
of sentiment and the snpreme valne attached to the doctrines of Ahimaa. But after 
Mr, yaaouell had pronounced the humanitarian yiew of the matteri the House 
divided and the Government’s view seemed to prevail by a heavy majority. The 
Congress Psrty had evidently given freedom of vote to its members : for, while 
most of them went into the Govemment lobby, some conscientious objectors voted 
against the provision. 

20lh. SEPTEMBER t— The Bill went through with the blessings of Mrs. 
HttMafcyafi and Mr. Aney to-day both of whom laid stress on the necessity for 
the strict enforcement of the measnre. The former addel in the coarse of her 
much applauded speech that voluntary effort must continue to do educative propaganda. 

Children’s Ehplotmbnt Bill 

Sir Makomed Zafrullah*8 Bill to prohibit employment of children ufider fifteen in 
dooks, quays, wharves or transport took only forty minutes for all stages, its 
necessity being generally recognised. Mr. Zafar Alt described it as a hdting 
and lame measnre and wanted some provision for the education and feeding of those 
children who would be thrown out of employment. Mr. M G. Ranga. who bad 
failed earlier to iotroduoe a provision for the spread-over of working hours for 
children into the Bill, suggested an amendment of the Factories Act for the same 
purpose. 

Emploters’ LtaBiUTv Bill 

Sir Mahomed Zafrullah*B Employers' Inability Bill took even less time. Mr. 
Batiga again made an effort to broaden the scope of the measure by demanding 
that employers' legal obligations should apply even in cases of woikmen entering 
into definite undertakings to the contrary, but Sir Zafrullah would not go so far 
and resisted the proposed change. 

AiRCRiR Act Amend. Bill 

Sir G. S. Sajpai'e measure to amend the Aircraft Act to enable precautions 
being tiken against the spread of epidemics had an uneventful passage, eicept for 
certain amendments which Mr. £. Sanatanam suggested and Sir Girija had no 
difficulty in accepting. 

Tea Cess Amend. Bill 

The Bill for amending the Tea Cess Act to include a representative for Travan- 
core on the Tea Maiket Expansion Board gave Assam’s representstives an oppor- 
tnnity to raise the qaestion of the proper control of large earns of money placed at 
the disposal of the mard and one heard lurid stories of the methods of certain 
Soperintendents, but the Honse was not disposed to obstruct any bnsiness and 
allowed it to go throngh. 

Next came Dr. JMhmukWe Bill for divorce among Hindu womdu, which was 
marely introduced. 

B Muslim Wombi’s Divobob Bill 

Mr. Kaemi had the satisfaction of seeing his Bill referred to a Select Oommittee, 
hat only after Messrs. Aney and Satyamurti had made it clear that fairly drastic 
^alterations would he neoessary if the Bouse were to give its approval at a later 
stage to tbo*Blll. Mr. Aney made no secret of bis strong dislike for tbo provisloa 
rmrrittg to apostasy sod though the motion for Select Committee was qltiinately 
adopted, there was no doubt that the measure will be altered beyond reoognitioa when 
it cornea up again before the Houae, 

The Bouse then adjourned till the 10th, November at Delhi to take up the 
Income-tax BUI 
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SpRcfail Setiion--New Delhi— lOlh. Nor. to IRth* Dec- 1988 

PuBUO Aooottnts OoxKffin Bipon 

The epeolal eession of the Aeeemblv opened at New Delhi oo the lOih. Nprember 
1938 with a brief eittioa whibh ended by inooh time. Sir JMwr Bahim presided. 

After qneetione, the Presidant aonoaaoed that Mr. P. B, A. ChetHar'a two 
adjonromeot motions relating to the Obatfleld Committee bad been disallowed by the 
OoTernor-Oenerai. He rnled of order Mr. Padrt Duti Panda'a adjoninment motion 
to discuss the ^'late mnning** of trains and the Jiomber of accidents on the E. 1. 
Railway. 

When Sir Jamaa Origg'a motion that reports of theT' Pnblio Accounts Committee 
for 1834-35, 1935-36 and 1836-37 be taken into consideration was moved, Mr. 
Batyamurihi pointed out that the volumes of evidence relating to 1936- 87 bad not yet 
been made available to members, hut that he understood they might be available to 
members by the beginning of December. Without the volumes of evidence the dis- 
onssion in the House oould not be sufficiently full or informed and be therefore 
suggested that the debate on the motion be postponed to a later sitting in December. 
He was optimistic enough to believe that the discussion on the Income-tax Bill 
would bO' completed by December 4 or 5, a day or two would be available for the 
debate on the Public Accounts Committee’s reports. 

Sir Ziauddin Ahmed expressed disagreement, but the House agreed to post- 
ponement. The House then rapidly dealt with Sir James Origg’s demands for excess 
grants under various beads aggiegating nearly to Ks. 2 crores. The House adjourned 
till the 14th. 


Eemal Pasha’s Death 

14tb. NOVEMBER The Assembly passed to-day a condolence motion on Eemal 
Pasha’s death and adjourned as a mark of respect. Mr. Bhulabbai Desai initiated the 
condolence motion and Sir N. N. Sircar did not raise any objection, so that all that 
was transacted today was the answering of questions. 

Municipal Fbanchise in Ajmer and Merwara 

18th. NOVEMBER The Bill to lower the educational qualification for 
Municipal franchise in Ajmer-Merwara, brought by Sir O, S. Bajpai^ occupied 
most 01 the sitting of the Assembly today. 

Sir 0. 8. Baipai explained that the Bill sought to lower the qualifioation 
from the possession of a certificate as of a graduate to the passing of the 

upper primary (fourth standard) examination or any other examination prescribed 
by a rule in this behalf as at least equivalent to that examination. This 
together with a reduction in the proprietory and income qualifications would 
result in increasiug the electorate from about 7, (XX) to about 30, (XX) voters. 
This change, he pointed out, was not immutable, but would lead to a further 
broadening of the basis of franohise before long. An immediate adoption of 

literacy qualification, however, would be difficult for the principal reason that 
it involved individual examination of the elector, for which there wu at 
present no administrative maohinory. The possession of the upper primary 
certificate would be a simple and an automatic test. 

Phooka Bill passed 

Earlier the Phooka Bill and the Bill relating to the admission of ohildren 
in certain employments, as amended by the Council of State, was assented to. 

Pboieotion or Invbnxzonb and Designs 

The House next referred to a select committee, the bill further to amend 
the law relating to the protection of inventions and designs. 

Moving reference to a select committee, Bir Muhammad referred to the 
principal object of the Bill which, ho said, was to put a stop to the 
import of goods made or produoed outside India with a desin in wbioh 
copyright existed nnder the Patents and Designs Aot, 1811, nnless the apphe^pn 
of such a deaign had been made witih licenoe or the written oonsent of the 
registered proprietor of the design. 
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gets QDdonbtedly famished additional argnmeut against res))ODsibility at the centre in 
purely British India Federation. Mr. Desai added tliat the Assembly was functioning, 
in a sense, as the Federal legislatare in certain rospects and it seemed to be the 
Government's desire to accustom the future tame legislatare to the habit of acceptinj[ 
the fact that even in the matter of vote they were not wanted. Mr. Bhulabhai Dosat 
asserted that the question iras not whether the Government had power to withhold 
certain items from the vote of the House. The question was wliether they should 
and must have exercised the power given to them by law no doubt, but the power 
which was held in abeyance *for a long period of yeais. ^Taking stock of the situation 
and considering the manner in which our vote has been responded to^or rather un- 
responded to^we do not wish to give the Government the pleasure of beooining 
parties to mere form without the reality of democratic government. VTa wish to 
point out that if the Government go on step by step in the direction in which they 
•re going, the only remedy is their removal.’ (Cheers.) In view of their decision to 
take no part in the disoussiou of the budget the members of the Opposition parties 
would give their atteutiou to more profitable work to which they were decided. But 
be womd be glad if other legislative business was brought up by the Government 
during the days allotted for the budget. 

Sir Ccwa 3 f$B Jehangir^ Sir Muhammad Yamin iTAan, A/r. M, 8, Aney and Sir 
B. P. ¥ady associated themselves with Mr. Desai’s observations. 

Bit CmoatjtB Jehangir sidd that a glance at the budget would show that the 
Defenoe department played a greater part now than it ever did before. Unfortunately, 
this House had been deprived of the privilege of moving direct cuts under that 
department and enabliog the members to express opiuions aud* makeg sugestions in 
oonorete form. He deoTared : To deprive this House, at this stage, of the privilege 
of expressing its opinion on the defence proposals of the Government by direct vote 
Is the most unwise policy on the part of the Government (Cheers.) It might be 
oontended that the members had a right to express themselves, bnt there was a great 
difference between merely expressing an opinion and being able to find out whether 
the majority of the House endorsed that opinion bv direct vote. He concluded : 
“The ^veroment must answer to their masters as we have to answer to our masters, 
and 1 hope they will have a good answer for their minsters. (Renewed cheers). 

Sir James Origg^ Finance Member, declared amidst many interruptions that he did 
not know against what the protest was raised. If it was against the fact of defence 
expenditure which was outside the vote of the House there was nothing to be said. 
This was and had always been the oase. If it was a demonstration against the 
Constitution, there was nothing for him to argue about because that, for the time 
being, was settled. If their case was that some change had occurred this year by 
whi& the Opposition lost something which they bad before, then he wished to assure 
them that they were completely mistaken. Ihe expenditure in question bad been 
previously regarded as civil and subject to the vote of the House out the Governor- 
General bad taken the view that under the oouditions of the new Constitution it was 
mandatory to exclude the defenoe expenditure from the voted category. Sir James 
Qrigg thought the whole grievance was entirely a manufactured aud artificial one. 

After Sir Jamm' statement, the’ President said that the general debate on the 
bndMt would proceed but no member rose to speak. Sir N, N, Sir ear ^ leader of 
the Mouse afterwards suggested that If no member wished to speak during the two 
days allotted for the general debate, the House might take up some official Bill or 
souplementary demands for grants under ^railway’. No decision on the suggestion 
Wi. taken and the President aqjoarned the House. 

HKTOTJ^Woxaw’s PaopERTT-AcT Aiaxo. Bill 

3rd. MARCH Barely thirty members were present when the Assembly met 
t<H)gy to consider official Bills and certain supplementary grants in respect of 
Ballwsys instead of holding a general debate on the Budget as usual. The decision 
of the Opposition parties not to take part in the debate on the Budget had resulted 
in this change in the day’s agenda. 

Bir N. Sirear introduced the Bill to amend the Hindu Women's Bight to 
Property Act, intended to remedy the defects and diffioulties of interpretation in the 
aot of 1937. For instance, it was explained that if a Hindn had died a widower, 
the right of fnheritaooe conferred on bia widowed daughter-in-law could not under 
the Aot as it stands, take effect. It wa.s not the intention of the Aot that this right 
should depend on the survival of widowed mother-in-law again. The Act is capa- 
ble of Interpretation as conferring a right on all lineal descendants of the deceased 
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inolniiag daoffhtert or daaghters' daughters to saooeed along with the widow. This 
was iito wot the intention of the Act. 

Attendanoe WM laller when the House took np Mslative bnsiness. Sir C, 8. 
Bajpoi noeed a motion for election of eight non-official members to serve on the 
Stiundiiig Oemmittee on Emigration. The ^motion was adopted. 

B. N. Railwat Stbiei & Bpioial Pouoi 

The employment of speoial police at a cost of 'One and a half lakhs of rupees at 
the time oithe reoent B. N. Railway strike was strongly tofftioised in the course of 
disoussion of sopplementary demands for grants in respect of rUlways. Mr. Mohanlal 
Bahama, moving the omission of this amount from the dbmand. said that the 
Government were pressed to intervene and seonre the restoration or recognition to 
the B. N. Railway Union. Government stated that they did not wish to interfere in the 
internal management of the railway. If Government had refused to lend the 
gervioes of the Speoial Police, they* might, without direct interference in internal 
management, have induced the Agent to give recognition of the Union. Tho motion 
was negatived. 

Demands aggregating over one orore and fifty-five lakhs were agreed to. 

WoBKICIN’s COKPINSATXON ACT AlfBND. BiLL 

The Honse then took into consideration Mr. A. G. Clow' a Bill to amend tho 
Workmen's Compensation Ajot and had not oonoluded discussion of the clauses, when 
it adjonrned. 

4tii. MARCH {—The Assembly to-day concluded discussion, clause by clause, of 
Mr. (Bow's Workmen's Compensation Aot Amendment Bill. Prof. Ranga'a amend- 
ment suggesting inclusion of clerks among employees eligible for compensation under 
the Aot was negatived. 

Mr. A. Ayyangar'a amendment for inclusion of bus conductors among persons 
entitled to benefit under Aot was also lost. 

Prof. Ranga'a nest amendment proposing estension of Aot to persons employed in 
operations for catching or hunting of elepnants or other wild animals was accepted 
by Government and passed. 

Daring the third reading of the Bill, Mr. N. M. Joahi and Prof. Ranga urged 
that Government should bring forward more oomprehensive Bill soon, as many 
provisions of the present Bill were either inadequate or out of date compared to 
English law. the third reading was passed. 

Sali-Law (Sind) Amend. Bill 

Mr. Lloyd moved that the Bill to amend the law relating to salt as at present in 
force In Sind be taken into consideration. The statement of objects and reasons 
explains that the Salt Law Amendment Act 1925 passed for the purpose of amending 
law relating to salt so as to vest in the Central Government powers of control in respect 
of salt, which, being classified as Central subject, was not brought into force in Sind. 
When provincial autonomy, a part of Act, came into force, there were two versions 
of transport of salt Act and Bombay Balt Act, one version in force in Bombay 
Presidency excluding Bind and the other force in Sind. The adaptations made by 
the .Government of India adaptation of laws order in overlooked this fact and the 
Bombay versions of the Acts have the effect of creating certain anomalies in the 
Sind versions. The present bill makes adjustments necessary to bring the two acts 
as at present in force in Sind into accord with the provisions of the Government 
of India Aot, 1935. As there was no other business on the agenda the President 
adjourned the House. 


VoTiNo ON Budget Demands 

5lk. MARCH :-The Assembly galleries were fully crowded when the House took 
up the demands for grants in respect of the general budget. Sir James Qrigg moved 
the first demand under the head ‘Customs . Without moving any cut motion the 
Opposition challenged a straight division. The demand was defeated by 64 to 46 votes 
amidst thunderous cheers of the Opposition. 

A scrutiny of the voting list revealed that all the elected members, 64 present, 
voted against the demand and the officials and nominated Europeans voted for it. 
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Sir Ihnry Oitlmy stron"ly oriticisi?^! the Government’s policy of recc^itio^ nurees 
for army from Kii^'lanil wlitoi qiia’iiiu*! and tmine Jl nurses were avaiHit^ in India, 
paitionliiily from the domiciled Karopeun and An^do Indian oommimtt^. He also 
animadverted to what he described as the iicvieet of naval and air deftoeas of India 
and to thif prao'i -•> nf o'\’actiii^'' tribute^ from Indian States partioularlj when they 
are expected to join F.'deration on an equal basis. 

Mr. (\ .1/. G\ OtjUvie^ defence secretary, pointed out that the system of recruiting 
nurs<‘s from England had to continue because Indian nurses of the standard required 
wore not availahl«» and Anirlo-Iudian nurses were too few to go round. As regards 
defence, Mr. O ilvie.» explained that, no agricultural country could possibly bear the 
enormous buichm of modern armaments and India was no exception bat she had 
the advantage of forming part of the empire defence system. 

'When the division hell rang at the end of the debate, the Opposition members 
trooped in but the Government did not challenge a division and the demand was 
rejected. The next two demands relating to the Council of State and the Assembly 
were rejected ncm con amid cries of ‘Shut up the Assembly.’ 

On tho domau 1 for the Home department, Mr. F. E. Jamti raised a debate on 
the 13iiri>au of Pnhiic Information. He emphasised the paramount importance of pnb- 
licity at the centie during the transitional period, when it remained bureaucratic, 
whife in the provinces the p'pular Governments got a large amount of publicity in 
the daily press. He pl«?uded for full freedom to the department in the presentation 
of facts' which after all were the best propaganda to ensure that the facts themselves 
were correct, lie alluded to the differences between the prosaic presentation effected 
by Government departments and the attractive presentation by a journalist and said 
that tho reader would be more interested to read ‘Mr. Eden eats eels’ or ‘Sir Henry 
Craik consumes curry’ or Sir N. N. Sircar snatches sandesh* (laughter) than merely 
that Mr. Eden or Sir Henry Craik or N. N. Sircar had his Innoh. In this connection 
Mr. James referred to tho information series published by the bureau and the attrac- 
tiveness of its contents. He stressed the importance of coniact, courtesy and confi- 
denoe in their relation with the press and commended the example of Her Excellency 
Lady Linlithgow in holding a conference of press representatives on her anti-tuber- 
culosis campaign and the striking results that followed. This he said was an illustra- 
tion of the way in which tho collaboration of the press could be obtained even by the 
highest in the land. He pleaded for better accommodation for press representatives 
at the office of tho Bureau. 

Sir Hmry Craik said that he was grateful to Mr. James for giving him a chance 
to speak on the Bureau. He concurred practically with every word of Mr. James, He 
agreed with the remarks on the desirability of leaving the Burenn a free hand in 
regal'd to tbo presentation of facts. 

Speaking on tho demand for the Finance department, Mr. F, E. James vigorously 
pleaded for a downward revision of tho incidence of import tariffs. He recalled the 
)iromise held out by the Finance Member in his budget speech when he took office 
that such a revision would be one of his earliest steps but said that there was no 
indication of any move in that direction even after his four years in office.. The 
continuation of these high revenue duties, Mr. James stressed, was having a very 
serious effect on the retail trade in India. He was aware that several representation 
had been made to the Government of India io this connection. Thtue was a general 
feeling in the country that duties on manufactured goods siioli as watches, clocks, etc., 
were far too excessive, for though some of these articles might be regarded as a 
luxury they had really become articles of necessity. He hoped that Sir James Grigg 
would fulfil his own promise before he retired. 

Sir James Origg said that disappointments were the lot all Finance Members 
bat it was more s* in bis case. For example, he was disappointed that Sir 
Cowasjee Jehangir was not in tho House. He was disappointed at the recent speeches 
of Sir Yamiu Khan. He was disappointed at his inability in the matter of revision 
of the tariff schedule. He w'as very much disappointed over the attitude of the 
Congress party towards stamp duty and the Unification Bill. Bat he was still living 
in hopes though as a matter of fact the experience of all Finance Members in this 
country and particularly of his was one long disappointment. As regards the question 
of tariff duties. Sir James Origg said that everybody believed in lower tariffs on what 
they bought and higher duties on what they sold. These duties could not simultane- 
ously please all. There had been a piolonged uncertainty about a substitute to replace 
the Ottawa Pact whioh had not been reBOlved. As soon as a new agreement had been 
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reaohed the tariff positioii would have to be reviewed. Therefore the vreaent on- 
oertaintj iavolved some delav. Taking a long view of things it seemed inevitable 
that the first resnit of a revision of revenue duties would be a loss of revenue whioh 
th^ oould not afford. Reoeutly he noticed that the eoonomio reoession was 
taking place in America extending eastwards. It would be wroM at present for him 
to h(^d out expectations of any real downward revision of tariffs. The only consola- 
tion he oould give was that he fully recognised that sdentifio revision of tariffs was 
desirable but it had not been possible fbr him to undertake it earlier. 

The demand was rejected. « , 

On the demand lor the Commeroe department|.M&'lfafiieap ffeotl enquired as to 
why the report of the Bugar Tariff Board bad not yet been published. 

Mr. Dote said that the report was received only late in December and (he Gov- 
emment bad not yet formulated their oonolusions thereon. He pointed out that aotfon 
on the report had often involved alterations in tariff rates and the pmbiioation of 
the report obviously would be to invite a good deal of undesirable speonlation. It 
had been the general practice of the Government not to publish a report until they 
were in a position to announce their oonolusion thereon. He assured the House that 
there would not be any avoidable delay in the publication. 

The demand was r^eoted. 

On the demand for Oommnnioations department a division waa challenged and the 
demand was rejected by 59 to 45 votes. The House then adjourned till the 7th. 

7th. MARCH The first division challenged by the Finanee in the 

Assembly to-day, when the budget demands were taken up, was in regard to Bs. 
1,70^,000, in reject of central road fund, whioh was reject by ffL voras against 
45. Sir James wigg said that as the whole of the amount would go to the provin- 
ces, he would certainly divide the House. 

The result was announced amidst thuudercns cheers and cries of ^Bestgn.* 

Thus, of the 30 demands for grants moved by the Finance Member to-day, two 
relating to the central road fund and ffranta-in-aid to the provinoial Governments 
were rejected by 68 votes against 45 each, the reat being negatived without division* 

Mr F, E. JameB was the solitary member to speak on the demand for grants-in- 
ald to the provincial Qovernmeuts, when the Opposition members emptied the House. 

All demands being thus disposed of, the House adjourned till the 9th. 

9ili. MARCH Moving for the oonsideration of the Finance Bil], BIr JasiM Origg 
announced that the Qovernor-Qeueral has restored the whole of the budget grants 
that were rejected by the House. In deolariag this restoration of the budget 
grants hj the Qovernor-Qeueral, Sir James Grigg said : 'Feter*s wife’s mother 
called Tabitha has arisen from the grave to which she was scandalously 
buried and she will ba found to be no less beautiful than she was before and she 
wilt need no less sustenance.* The Opposition members shouted : '‘Besigo, resign.’* 

By 69 votes against 48^ the Assembly xexected Bir James Qrigg^e motion for 
talking the Finance Bill into oonsideration. The Bill was thus killed in the oonsidera- 
tion stage. The Opposition members greeted the result of the divisiou with thunder- 
ing cheers and shouts of ^Resign, resign’. 

Mr. L, C, Buea, leader of the European group, Sir MuhammaJl Yamin Ehan, 
leader of the Democrats, Bir Zta-Md-dm Ahmed and Mr. Muhammad Naumon^ 
Democrats were the only three members to speak on t he motion. 

lOtb. MARCH T^By 68 votes against 46 the Assembly refused leavu to Bir 
James Origg to introduce the Finance Bill which came before the House this 
morning with the recommendation of the Oovernor-Oeneral that it be passed. This 
marked the end of the Finance Bill in the Lower House. 

The announcement of the division result was greeted with thunderous obeers and 
cries of ‘Resign’. 

The Finance Bill was thereafter placed on the table of the Council of State with 
the oertifioatiou of the Governor-General. The House then adjourned till the 17tb. 
March. 


The Trades Disputes Bill 

17di. MARCH Mr. A. (?. Clow, moving for the consideration of the Trades 
Disputes Bill said that bills to promote harmony in industry seemed to have the 
opMsite effect on those who discussed them. The Select Committee had not proved 
a Board of Gonoiliatiou ; the employers’ advocates and the labour advocates had not 
14 
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Aee& bmAt to m ooBunoa TiewifOint. Iho nala 4teBgeivade in ilie Se to et Oamniittae 
wu the xeetenctkm of the old eeotion 16 of the Ant deeliog with Mend etfifces, 
, end the oouseion of the propoeed new eeotion. The tOoTemment etiu segarded the 
prMple of the nropoeed eeotkm ie.eonnd, nunely that there ehonid be e trace oditle 
a dilate wee being ioTeetigsted e oompetent Trihnoal strike was a dcolaratioa 
of war,** he said and ^an medi to force and joaoonld not easily dieooea peaoe 
terms withont an armistice, xm Government fOlt &at the form of the ptopoeed 
oknae was nnsatiafactory and that they oonld not fainij aak the House to aeeept a 
novel olanae in addition to the old section withont a nreah referenoe, therefocp, to 
make a separate reference on«the jqaeBtion of aeoarina peace daring the investiolSon 
of dispotes**. Mr. Clow added the moat important olanae of dhe Bill, as it stood was, 
the danse 10 relatmg to oonoiliataoii officers. There had been a tendenoy to oao- 
oentrate too much on the aettlement ef strikee and tao little oh their prevention. 
It was far more difficult to effect a aettlement after a strike declaration than befoiu. 
If provincUd Goveromenta were enabled to appoint conciliation cffioers and appointed 
snitable men, a step would be taken towards promoting peace. Mr. Glow auggeated 
in lOODcIttsion that the improvement of industrial relations was one of the vital needs 
of Indian iodnatry and that the power of legislation in this sphere was very limited. 
A sympathetic appreciation of the other aide^ point of view and ooondial relationship 
cod'd not be saoared by any statute. For the bigger ohangee, India must look to 
leaders of industry and leaders of labour and he hoped she would wot look in vain. 

Mr. V, V. Omdffil strongly orhioised die proposed changes in ehuiae 16 of the Act 
relating to general strikes and declared that the aim seemed to be to cripple organised 
labour. The danse in the original Act laid down that strikes ealcuiatiBd to cause 
“severe, general aad prolonged hardship** hi the oernmnoity ahsll be declsied illegal. 
The Beleot Committee bad agreed to the deletion of the words ^'general and jNolooged** 
and there was an official amendment for the deletion of the word “severe** also, so 
that any ; Hkei which aroosed hardship to the oommnnity oonld be declared illegal. 
Mr. Osdgil wanted to know if there ooold be any strike, whidh did not inflict hard- 
ship on the ocmmnnity. The obje^ therefore, was clearly to put down organised 
labonr wt^out imposing compensating duties and obligations on the employers. What 
provision had been made for redress of grievances, he asked. Strikes were not oafled 
except to get some sound economio grievance redressed and if strikes were to be 
penalised, then it was neoessary that some machinery auoh as a standing court of 
enquiry would be esiablished for enquiry into dispates. 

Mr. AMmI Oaipum declared that the provisions in the new Bill had been inserted 
with a view to strengthening the position of employers and weakening that of the 
labourers. On paper Governmeot had tried to be impartial as between labonr and 
capital, but in practice efforts to be impartial between two such psrties were 
unjustifiable, oecanse the employer had organisatioo and resources lucomparably 

K eater than the labourer. The attempt to make political strikes illegal was dangerous 
oauae a general political strike was the only weapon in the hands of the people 
to wrest power. Such a strike was, therefore, a necessity and a patriotio act. And, 
how was a political strike to be distinguished from an economic strike ? Politics 
and Economics were so inextricably mixed th&t it was impossible to separate one 
from the other. 

Prof, Ranga spoke at length on the rights of labour. He criticised the Bill as ten- 
ding to help employers more than workers. He taxed the Government with failure to 
enconrage healthy trade unionism iu India as Oovernment in Australia for instance 
were doing. The Govemmeut of India bad not even tried to get recognition 
for G. 1. P. and B. N. B. trade unions which were run on proper lines. He 
strongly objected to the provision makiug political strikes illegal. “It is only through 
a nation-wide effective poifttcat strike that we are going to get our grievances 
redressed,'* he declared and when such a strike was called, no laws could stand in 
the way. As regards public utility services and the attempts made to enlarge their 
definition. Prof. Haoga asserted that many of these were not public utility services. 
They were in the hands of private individuals who used the services for private gain. 
'When the people wanted these services to be controlled by the Government there 
was no proper response to that demand but then it was a question of curbing labour 
and making it difficult for the labourer to use the only weapon of the strike. Then 
the Government were only too ready to take steps, fie was sure that non-Indian 
interests were behind the move to include tramways and waterways among public 
servieee. Under the ^ew Bill it was open to the police to declare a strike illegal 
even if one of the strike leaders uses certain political phrases in the course of ms 
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address to the strikers. The danger arisi^ from this was greater becanse those who 
were also interested in labonr were also interested in the emancipation of the country 
and believed that it was impossible to do anything real for labour without getting 
political power. 

Mr. Chapman Mortimer refuted the charges levelled against the employers 
generally that they were opposed to any kind of legislation for the amelioration of 
fahour. Several labour laws were passed during the last few years and the attitude 
of the European group on those ocoasions conclusively proved that the charge of 
unsympathetic attitude towards labour was not correct. It been suggested that 
this bill was promoted by the capitalists. Mr. Mortimer said this was not true. 
Tho Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee, had been radically improved upon 
and as such they supported it. He did not agree with those champions of labour, 
who wanted state control of public concerns. The speaker declared that public utility 
concerns need not necessarily he state-owned. Furthermore it had been said that the 
underlying principle of the present Bill was to stifile tho organisation of labour. Mr. 
Chapman Mortimer pointed out that this Bill had nothing to do with trade unionism 
and he was quite certain that it was far from the intention of a well-known friend 
of labour like Mr. Clow to place auy difficulty on the way of the growth of labour 
organisations. 

Dr. B. N. Chaufihury said every strike and in fact every process of bargaining 
was a form of warfare and whenev'er there was warfare, it happened that the third 
party namely, the community at large, sjffered. If the community icanted to be 
protected it 'ought to see that there were no strikes. Since the community had not yet 
come to that stage of civilisation, it must be put to some inconvenience by strikes. 

He, therefore, opposed deletion of the words ‘‘severe general and prolonged,** 

llie IIouso ()assod Mr. Clow's motion for consideration of the Bill and thereafter 
t 0 )k up the clauses. 

Au important amendment discussed was that of Mr. AT. M. Joshi to exclude 
tramways from the dehnition of publio utility services. Mr^ Joshi said that he could 
not imigine how the public would be inconvenienced in any way by a strike on 
tramways. This was not the only means of support available to them. The mover said 
that on this amendment he would insist on a division as he wanted to test tho 
sincerity of the House. 

Mr. Clow replying pointed out that the clause in question left tha discretion to 
tho provincial Goveramonts to deci le whether a tramways service was a utility 
service, and he had no doubt that the provincial Governments would not issue the 
notification iu this connexion unless they were satisfied that it was public utility 
SL»rvi-*e. He said that there were places where the tramways %vere still the cheapest 
form of transport. 

Ihe House divided and the amendment was defeated by 45 votes to 5, Mr. Joshi, 
Mr. S K. t^om, Mr. A. N. Chattopadhaya, Pandit K. K. Malaviya mnd Dr. Banerjee 
being the only members, who voted for the amendment. The Congress aud the 
ludopendciit parties remained neutral. The House then adjourned. 

ISth. MARCH:— The Assembly to-day resumed discussion of the Trades Disputes 
Bill clause by clause. The House accepiel ^nein con' an amendment moved by Mr. 

Afahadeva Ayyar (official; for inclnsioa ntnong public utility services of tramway 
service and inland water transport service “if the pi ovincial Government by uotihea- 
tion in tho official gizctte declares’’ these services as public utility services for the 
purpo.se of this Act. 

Prof. Banga moved an amendment intended to Liy down that the only power 
supplied to a public utility service mentioned in the clausn shall bo included among 
public utility services for* the purposes of the Act. 

The amendment was pressed to a division ani was lost by 47 votes to 45. 

Mr. F. E. Jam*8 moved an amendment drafted in agreement with the Congress 
Party to the effect that the word “prolonged'* be dropped aud only the words “severe 
and general** be retrmed among the adjectives quauifying hardship the inflction of 
which would render a strike illegal. 

Mr. Joshi expressed surprise that the Congress party had accepted the amend- 
ment because he thought they were likely to suffer most by the omission of the 
word “prolonged*’. Without that word the clause would make hartals illegal and 
hartals were a form of demonstration that the Congress party frequently used. 
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Mr. B. J. Drfat', Leader of the (^poaltionl explaining the position of the Congress 
party said that it had opposed sec. sixteen of the original Aot whioh prescribed that 
strikes calonlated to inflict severe general and prolonged hardship on the community 
shall be illegal. He pointed out that the true effect of the section would remain 
even when the word ^prolonged** was omitted. The Bombay High Court had held 
in ^e case of a strike which lasted four months that although it undoubtedly 
Inflicted severe, prolonged and general hardship on those Immediately conoerned it 
had not inflicted such hardship on the community that is to say, on the city as a 
whole, and therefora it was not an illegal strike. The omission of the word 
*^prolonged*’ thus wotild not imake any difference so far as the clause acted as a 
ourb on the powers of the executive to abuse its provisions. 

Mr. Clow referred to the singular ineffectiveness of the clause and to the fact 
that many of the strikes at whioh it was aimed were strikes that brought sorrow 
to the strikers. The amendment was passed. 

Before the clause 8 was put Mr. K. Saotanam opposed the whole danse and 
declared it resulted in a wholly unwarranted and unjaatifiable extension of 
executive powers. He contended no case had been made for a change 
in the present law. The clause was objectionable partionlarly because it would make 
sympatnetio strikes called for a day or two illegal. The amendment and the dis- 
onsaion on it would, be thought, be themselves the cause of strikes in the country. 
The clause was passed without division. 

Mr. A. Aiknan moved an amendment to provide that a conciliation officer shall 
not disclose any information or the contents of any document if the party to the 
dispute giving the information or producing the document requests the same to be 
treated as confidential. 

Sir N, N, Sirear advised * the mover to withdraw the amendment which as Mr. 
Sanatanam had pointed out would prevent disclosure of relevant information to 
ministers. The House agreed to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

All amendments having been disposed of Mr. A, C, Cfow moved that tho Bill as 
amended be passed. In a brief speech he referred to the tendency on the part of 
some members to assume that Government were injuring the cause of workers by 
placing unnecessary restrictions on strikers. He assured the House that it was not 
the intention of tho Government to injure the workers. His experience had shown 
that the workers lost heavily in strikers and it would have been to the advantage of 
labour if they could prevent strikes ocourring. He believed that in most of the cases 
checks on strikes would be as much in the interests of workers as any other party. 

The Bill was passed. 

Hxxdtx Wosobn’s Bights to Pbopebtt Act 

The House then passed with two verbal amendments the Bill to amend the Hindu 
Women’s Blights to Property Aot, ''9S7, moved by Sir AT. N, Sircar. The Bill was 
intended to remove oertam difficulties experienced in the interpretation of the Aot. 
For instance, as section 2 stands, if a Hindu dies a widower, the right of inheritance 
conferred on his widowed daughter-in-law by the provisions to section 3 could not 
take effbct, which was not the intention of the Aot. Therefore, in the present Bill 
rim word ^leaving a widow’^ shall be omitted. The;Bill is to have retrospective effect 
as from commenoement of the Aot. The House then adjourned till the 21st. March. 

The Moioa Yseiclxs Bill 

21st MARCH Moviqg reference of the Motor Vehicles Bill to a Select Com- 
Bdtteo to-day. Sir Thomac bUwart desoribed the measure as a highway code and 
said : ^his is the thM time within the past ten years that the Government of India 
have brought before Ais House a legiriative measure of major— indeed of prime im- 
portauoe. And when I use the term ^major’, 1 do not mean merely to imply that 
mis is a long and complicated Bill. I would claim also that in importance it is com- 
parable with the Oompanies Act and the Insnranoe Aot amendments whioh have 
so reoently been placed upon the Statute Book, and I would even venture to suggest 
that it oQDoerus and touches a much wider public than either of those two measorea”. 
^r Thomas dealt at length with the genesis of the Bill and referred to the main 
objeorivee of the messnre, whioh he labelled the ‘^regulative’* aspect and Ae *‘oo-ordi- 
narioB*’ aspect At first sight, be said, it might appear that Ae provisions for Ae 
xssae and revocation of iioenoea introunoed a very hiEh degree of ragifflentation and 
olosely oironmsoribed Ae elementary rights of Ae inflividual. ^Apsrf item tho fiot 
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that the iodtTidaa] has no elementary rights to he a danger to other indiTidoals, I 
would refer, said Sir Thomas to clause 13— the appeal clause— which proteots the 
individual against the ariutrations or vagaries of the executive authorities ; and I 
would also point out that whatever there may bo by way of regimentation,— and I 
feel certain that^ what we have proposed will be approved by every authority charged 
with the regulation and control of motor traffic — that regimentation will not be by the 
centre but by the provinces for whom under Clause 21, we propose a very liberal 
rule-making power in regard to procedure for the control of licensing.’* 

A. most important change proposed was contained in Clailae 23, which provided 
that registration in any one province should be effecdive thiwnghout the whole of 
British India. wouldi however, like te emphasise that this provision makes no 
invasion on the fiscal rights of the provinces, for the Clause makes it clear that the 
reooguition of the validity of a Proviacial Registratiou throughout India carried with 
it no exemption from taxation in other provinces. The Bill proposed to make obliga- 
tory npon provincial Governments to set up transport authorities. To this obligation 
ezoeption had been taken in some quarters and an alternative had been put forward 
that the relevant clause should be framed iu permissive rather than mandatory terms. 
'^Tbe Government, however, said Sir Thomas, attach the highest imfionanbe to the 
mandatory nature of the reievent provistou. While we are happy to acknowledge the 
spirit of Co-operation which is beiog exhiiMted in the province we feel tliat unless the 
control of transport is on a secure basis— and such a basis can only be seo< 4 .red by a 
mandatory provision— proper co-ordiaation of road atid rail transporJt can never 'be 
achieved.** A notable part of Sir Thomas’s speech related to compulsory third paidy 
insuraaoe. He said : ’The Government of India have felt it incumbent on 
themselves to propose some relief for those UDf ^rtuaates who ^re involved in 
motor accideuts. They could not ignore the fact that the deatii rate from motor 
accidents in India is very nearly twice that of any other oeuntry in the world and 
whereas in New Zealand 74 persons are killed for every 10,0^0 motor cars plying on 
tbe#oads, in India, notwithstanding its vast area, the oorrespeading figure is husared 
and when we consider that many, perhaps, most, of those who are injured are poor 
uneducated and in many cases the only support of a family, humanitarian grounds 
alone suggest that the case for insurauoe is strong. I realise the strength of the 
objections to compulsory insurance. It means extra operating cost for the motor otr 
owner who so often has little margin to provide for adJirional working cost. But 
the findings of the insurance committee have encouraged us to think that the addi-‘ 
tional burden on the bus or lorry owners will not be too heavy. One auna per 
passenger per hundred miles or two annas per ton of goods carried each day cannot 
DO regarded as excessive and the Government of India feel very strongly that the 
bus or lorry owner should shoulder this not excessive burden in the interests of his 
poorer and less fortunate brethren. The proposal to make insurance compulsory has 
received very widespread support aud though all Provincial Governments are not nn- 
auimous oo this issue we feel very strongly that it is one on which we should 
ask the support and approved of this House.” Sir Thomas made it clear that 
compulsory iusurance was not to be made obligatory until five years have elapsed 
since the commeocemeot of this Act. 

Mr. AT. Dow, Commerce Seoretarv, Introduced iu the Assembly to-day a Bill to 
amend the Indian Coffee Cess Act 1935. It was explained that the Act provided for 
the representation on the Indian Coffee Cess Committee, inter alia, of three persons 
nominated by the Coffee Growers* Association. This Association had since been dis- 
solved and the Indian Coffee Cess Committee bad made recommendation that the power 
of nomination of members on the Committee should be transferred to certain 
planters* associations of South India. The Bill was intended to give effect to this 
recommendation. 

The Bill provided that one person each would be nominated 1^ the Coorg Planters* 
Assooiation, the Mysore Planters’ Association and the Indian rlanters* Association. 
The House then adjourned. 

22iiA MARCH Mr. Ramnarain Singh oommenoed to-day the debate on the 
motion for reference of 'the Motor Vehicles Bill to a select committee. He said that 
the need for the Bill was by no means proved. Had the Member in oharge of the Bill, 
he asked, received any representation asking for the Bill either from Provincial Gov- 
ernments or from motor owners ? V^as the Bill calculated to briim any more profit 
to motor owners or more comforts to passengers ? He contended that there was no 
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need for the oonstitation of regional anthorities. The District Board oonld be entrust- 
ed with the duties that the authorities were expected to do. And why, he ashed, 
should the Central Qoverument be invested with more powers ? The country knew 
how the powers that the Ooverumeut already had were used in 19ii2 when men 
wearing kbadi were not allowed to get into buses. 

Mr. «/. Z). Boyle (European Group) gave support to the general principles of the 
Bill, such as co-ordination, scientific control, codification of Jaws aod also with the 
principle of third-party insurance. He thought that the provision by which the 
application of the provision regarding compulsory insurance would not be made effec- 
tive for five years should go a long way towards overcoming objections. As regards 
the small mao, who had figured rather largely in recent speeches, he agreed that it 
was the small man who was the pioneer of the bus service, and was till the 
back-bone of the system, but he was also the author of a great many of the 
evils such as overloading, reckless driving, inadequate attention to repairs and 
working the drivers for uoconsciousiy long hours. For all these 
reasons, while everything should be done to safeguard the small man's interests, it 
was necessary that tliese interests should be sacriliced to the general interests of the 
public. As regards the application of the Bill being confiuol to British India, be 
toped that the Government would not overlook, and would press for, reciprocal 
action by the States, so as to make the provisions of the Bill applicable throughout 
the whole of India. He voiced the European Grnup*s objection to the principle of 
the clause relating to the fixing of maxima and minima rates. This they considered 
a dangerous principle and hoped that the select committee would find a suitable 
alternative. 

Mr. N, J. Roughion (official) confined his attention to the ciitlcisms against the 
provisions regaiding insurance. He said that a majority against the provision 
belonged to a party which took particular interest in the welfare of the poor man 
and a party which be was confident would do its utmost to piomote a measure which 
was so obviously intended to benefit victims of undeserved misfortune Tlie qimstion 
had been asked why not have old age ])ensions ? lie agreed that old age pAions 
were a beneficent social measure, bat were very expensive, whereas compulsory 
insurance was a measure, the cost of which was very low. As regard.s the oi>jection 
to insurance being a Central subject, Mr. Roughton exiilsiined that in the interests of 
uniformity it must be a Central subject. Provincial variation.s in this matter weie 
undesirable, and would only have the effect of hampering tho purpose of insurance. 
On the general question of provincial prerogative, he pointed out that insurance was 
comparable to w’orkmens compensa»^ion. The provinces felt aggrieved because 
workmen’s comp'msation was a subject of Central legislation. He gave three main 
arguments in favour of compulsory insurance, firstly, the appalling mortality from 
motor accidents. In Germany it was 46 0 per 10.*X)D vehicles, m Italy 594, while in 
India it was 9.3. Secondly, the complete failure of victims to claim compensation 
which was legally their due. The Insurance Committee had rocoided the conclusion 
that in minor accidents, compensation though generally inadequate was paid without 
legal aotioQ, but such payments were rare in serious accidents. Thirdly, the small 
cost of one anna per passenger per hundred miles and two annas per ton of goods 
per day was well worth paying. These arguments taken together made an unanswer- 
able ciise. It was better to prevent a fatality to the bread-winiior than to pay cora- 
pensatba to his dependents. Mr. Roughton referred to the conditions prevailing in 
some of the main starting places of bus trafixo, where some buses had to go for days 
without passengers and when passengers were at last available the buses raced along 
dusty roads reckless of the toll of death. He could give no better descriptions of sucti 
buses than to call them mechanised juggernauth cars •nusliing to death as they pass 
their unwilling victims. 

Bardar Sant Singh agreed that some control on motor transport was necessary 
in order to prevent the large number of road accidents, but he wished that the Bill 
was simpler. Actually the provisions were so complicated as to hamper the free use 
of motor vehicles. The provisions limiting hours of work and distance, vesting too 
maoh discretionary power in the hands of traffic administration and the setting up 
of a multiplicity of licensing authorities were all objectionable. The licenses required 
by the Bill would appear to be a new form of taxation. 

Mr. Tkirumala Rao dociarod that the provisions such as those relating to the 
deposit of a Jump sum of Rs. 1 lakh to cover insurance on an unlimited number of 
vehioLes would have the effect of removing the industry from the bands of the 
middle classes and transferring it to foreign oapitidists, who already had such a hola 
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on the transport indostry through mauafacture of vehicles. Ref airing to the third 
party insaranoe, he opposed it and asserted that it was not calculate to minimise 
the evils against which it was aimed. Railways, which were liable to oompeusation 
lor acotdents and were State-managed and controlled, had not succeeded in minimising 
oasttafties. He thought sickness insurance was a greater necessity at present than 
third party insurance, which would only bear heavily on the passenger. 

^rd. MARCH il/r. Bajoria described the gsievauces of passengers who were 
often ill-treated and bullied by conductors and drives. Referring to the need for a 
stricter examination of applicants before licenses wwre issued, he declared, **Thos 0 
who drink wines and cocktails should not be given licenses (laughter). 1 think if we 
stop licenses to drunken drivers it will help the cause of prohibition”. But licenses 
should not be refused on political reasons. 

Mr. Sri Prgkaah kept the House interested and amnsed for nearly an hour bv a 
series of quips and humorous sallies with which he mingled his plea" that the Bill 
should deal more directly with the fundamentals of the situation. One > f these 
fundamentals, he said, was the ^^nnholy alliance between the policeman and the 
motor man” and he urged that ^‘efforts should be made to break the alliance by 
measures stronger than the Sarda Act”. A couple of provisions in the Bill to make 
clear that those in authority who misused power would be as severely punished as 
the reckless driver would have a salutary effect and would go a great way to dis- 
pel the impression that in this country the non-official was punished both for his 
own faults and for the faults of the official. Referring to co-ordination, he said 
railways themselves failed to co-ordinate their services with the result that the 
motor "bus bad the advantage. He suggested tliat officials themselves by patronising 
the railway instead of motor car could popularise railway travel among people who 
imitated those io authority. He made an interesting suggesiiou about speed control.. 
He said, ‘"Speed Governors'’ were as unnecessary as Proviiicial Governors’ (langhter). 
If the rule was made that no cars should be fitted witli a speed higher than the limit 
prescribed in the Bill, then there was no chance of anyone exceeding the limit. In 
Government’s anxiety to preserve the monopoly of tjie railways, Mr. Sri Prakasli 
saw the same old spirit of the East India Company who started" with a monopoly iii 
peppe% ‘'They came to trade in pepper and remained to rule and we tried to drive 
them away with salt but failed’', (load laughter). But they now wanted a mouopoly 
of everything. 

Mr. K, S. Gupia challenged the statement that the Railways were a national 
concern ; it was national only to the foreigners. The Bill, he declared, failed to give 
protection to the pedestrian or the passenger, but only imposed stiiugcut restrictions 
on motor vehicles. The railways, ho said, were like “a step-mother who gave a stone 
to the daughter industry which cried for bread*’. For iustauce, in Andhra the freight 
rate between Vixianagnim and Bimliputara wus two annas per tou by bullock cart and 
two auJ*a— half annas by rail. NaturulTy the bullock cai’ried the "bulk of the traffic 
until the railways stepped in and re>lucid their rates to two annas and even one-and- 
a-liiilf anna, with tlie result that ii.OCO bullock carts were thrown out of use which 
meant 6.GuO bullDcks an 1 d.lOj drivers reudere I idle. If, therefore, the railways were 
to have refirivsentation on transport authf»rities empowered to fix rates, they would 
fix rates, which would bo detrimental to other forms of transport than railways. Ho 
also suggested that au institution sluiili be set to train drivers scientifically. 

Mf. Kailash Behari Lil re.^erred to the volume of opinion which teuded to sup- 
port railways as a nat'onal industry. He agreed that railways were a national 
industry but the iiniioiTauee of mo^or trauspjit ought not to be minimised. It was 
the general belief that this Bill Wiis framed to favour railways and there was a good 
deal of ground for this sii.sMicion. 

Maiiiana Zafar AU declared that in these days of unemployment Ifhe Bill would 
. shut out a valuable avenue hitherto open to Indians. He said that voters had refused 
to go to polling booths by any other transport except by motor cars. This Bill, by 
patting restrictions on motor transport, might [uove an impediment to successful 
elections and therefore the Bill was not in the interests of the Government of India 
itself (Laughter). He declared that a voice in fixing maxima and minima rates for a 
competing form of transport should not be given to railways^ 

Mr. Ckaliha challenged the contention that motor comjietition was responsible for 
tho losses on railways. Ha argued that ; motor transport had helped railwavs by 
brirging them passengers and goods from distances which railways could not other- 
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wiae liave reached. Regional control proj) 08 ed woald, in his opinion, cripple motor 
transport and deprive the travelling public of a means of communication which tooh 
up and set down passengers praotically at their doors. The real remedy against 
losses on railways was improvement of service and better treatment of passengers. 

Mr. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar said that the speeches hitherto had centred 
round the idea that railways as an important national asset would be seriously affected 
unless the Bill was pushed through. He suggested that the future lay with motor 
transport From the point of view of investment, both the railways and roads were 
eanal, the amount being Rsi 800 crores in the case of each, while from the point of 
view of revenue the railways contributed Be. 8 orores to genei-al revenues, while the 
Oentral Government got Hs. 5 crores to Bs. 7 crores by way of import duty from 
motor cars parts, eto. But it had been pointed out by Messrs. Mitchell and Kirknoss 
that it was idle to think of railways being extended in any part of India consistently 
with eoonomio management, and it might in fact be desirable to close certain light 
fiilwaya and branch lines. In the Madras Bresidency there was only one mile of 
railway for every 50 square miles of area, white the roads were one mile for every 
fenr and-a-half square miles. There was more scope for expansion of roads, parti- 
euitrly to provide marketing facilities in ruraT areas and to oonneot vilhmes which 
were now out off from the main roads. Mr. Ayyangar had not finished fils speech 
when the House adjoumed. 

24lh. If ARCH Mr. Auyangar resuming his speech pointed 

out that nneoonomie oompetition lietween railways and motor transport was confined 
to areas where the xailway line ran parallel to roads, that ia about 48 per cent of 
railway mileage. On anch roads, he suggested the railways might themselves run 
motor transport on oondition that the rates barged did not bear harshly on the nser. 
I^et the Qovemment fery this method lie said, and watch the result and then come 
to the Houee with a Bin. In framing the reetrictions put npon private and public 
carriers, the author Imd given no bought to tire effect of these restrictions on the 
improvement of the country's industry. Be .acknowledged the state of things he 
baa seen in Amerioa and asked how ft was that in this country the railways seemed 
to carry only a small naniher of jpaaoengera cmnpared to the heavy ruah at every 
Btation and on every train In Indim. One met on the American roadways four or 
ffve cars passing eveiy minute of the day and ia ^pite of ell this one > beam no such 
complaint as in India of railways failing to pay. The excitement in India over the 
failing of railway revenue etruiA him as the more eurious when he remembered that 
•nowhere was rxiiway travel more comfortable than in India. (Cries of dissent). 

Prof Banga said that Mahatma Gandhi was rl^t in condemning motor cars and 
railways. The increasing unemployment among the drivers of bullock carts that 
accompanied the spread of these modem transports, proved how right Gandhi ji was. 
Prof, tlanga made a series of sugg^tions for seonring proper training and treatment 
lor motor drivers and regretted this omission from the Bill. He wanted that schools 
for iraintng drivers should be started and when they were employed they should 
have aeourity. Minimum wages and also maximum hours of work should be fixed 
not only per day but also per week. There should be a waiting list of drivers. Both 
Ihcee who had passed out of schools and those who had been thrown out of .employ- 
ment, employment should be given to them in the order of priority. He wanted an 
aaanranoe that railways which were certain to get an accession of strength by the 
pnesspe of the Bill would not take unfair advantage of its provisions. He suggested the 
eitalmaliment of a Communications Board in addition to the Railway Board and the 
fdtnre railway authority. 

Mr. SoAndutt Pande seierely criticised the Bill as a measure caloukted to oust 
the Indian, who owned the motor transport industry and to give a monopoly to the 
railways. He was opposed to the sug^stion that the Government shonld also ran 
asotor transport, because those who mismanaged the railways were likdy to 
miamanage motor transport as well. Farther the experience of the Nizam’s Govem- 
laent, who were ronning three hundred buses in the State, showed that the State 
could not ron it without loas. He complained that the Government of India had not 
coaeultod the Proviaoial Governments, who were vitally oonoemed. 

Mr. Bktihbhai Duai humoronaly referred to a great Bombay Judge, who had 
what he deaoribed as a *^Blngle-traor eye and could, therefore, oonoeutrate on what 
ha likad and ignore what he did not like. It waa poseibla to rogud eome of tha 
ptgyMom of tha BOl in leolaAion in thia way sad say thi^ were idl right, but 


..M ' '' rai voioB'vEHfoyiis'iiiii" 

Tiewiog them !a their peiepeotiTe % differeot opinion might tie arrited at He 
diriM the protiaions of the Bill into whtt be wonld 10141 ; iafetm pi;ofiiiop 9 ,;ji^ 
eoenomio^mid poiiHcal proriatona. nroviaiona anoh aa tinee lelming m m 

ing road worthineaB of Tohiolea woold. be tbongbt, be generally, oonceded aa ementlaL , 
Bat eM In lioenatog of rehiolba and drirera it nraa ew^to haft, pro?i«i«ia 
so: WHagent aa imneoeaaarily and wroii^; to diaomiragef^Jagidinatt, 
tranaport -.-.i-v;- j.. r. . 

■ |t waa then he oame to the aeoood category of proyialona that diSdamm^ 
Iberihidio deal with tw6 forma of . tranflvort, one of irhioh Pfaa owned M tho tiis- 
payer and with regard to the other it had to he remembered that they hid to' odd ; 
laatefm joot manafactared in the, oonntry and tbarefore . eyen . pie pf tha Be. 17 - 
CToma spent on it in reonrrhnt Pharpeo yearly on dpAra parte and petrol, wtP., went 
tflh tho . foreigner, : The method, of co*qr4Uiailda eogg^ted for the two forma of; 
port^amoiioted to domination by , rail[wi^a« The ptOTieipp fpr;eqpftal repimaeiitfatieb , 
railways on the regional transport apthontiea. meant nothing eieb. This was me moig‘ 
dabgerooa thing in the Bill and with it the Honoe conld notjpaea the meaanre^ It 
waS: Jibe. a . small grain of arsenio ooatod with mnoh aiigRr; The j^oriaioim relating- 
to Qompdlsory insurance had been baaed on dgorea with which ha confessed he wei ' 
not impresaed. The motor ?ehfcle was notf me ppljr eanee of death in India as iha ' 
motor insuranoe committee seemed to mahe it epjj^ar.; Be . did not mean that deathn ^ 
due to tha niotor car were therefoiO ' negligible, but they ought to ideir them fidm'‘ 
the correct perspective. He repeated that eeen more than the proviaiona relating: to 
ixmiirauoe the danger of the Bill was in its provisions regarding ooH>rdiBadon, 

8%r Thomas Stewart^ replying to the fouir days* ddbate, thought that moat Ssf thp 
criticisms made had reference to points of. detail irhiioh ought to haye*hi^. left iPr-^ 
ooDsideratioQ at a later stage. It bad been said that regnlatloa might go too far and 
that however desirable safety might be, it was possible to regulate an industry out* 
of existence. But it was a question of fact whether the pmlonlsr regulations fPT ' 
licenee and registration provided m the Bill were of that nature or not, imd It was g: 
question of fact which might be debated in the select commlfi^e. He enresbed 
agreement with the oompkint of lack of adequate staiHsticB and said that tbo Bcveriiv'j 
ment of India were already in oorrespondeoce with the Local Governmeht in thiU* 
matter. It was one of the duties entrusted to the tephuioal Bab>oomnuttee\of the, 
transport advisory committee, and he hoped that adequate statfatica would be^^available' 
before long. As regards the complaiat ' of . oppression by the police, he wag glsdlio 
hear from one of the speaker that under the present regime! iu some of the provlnoes, 
the conduct of the police was improving, and be trusted that the improvement would^ 
continue. As for control, the need for it had been admitted. It was one of the e^ls' 
of uneconomio competitlor Biat buses couoentrated on the more popolbUs parte to the 
entire neglect of other parts which were in need of developmentB. The needed to be 
ooTiected. Refernug to the objeotion to regional authority oontaining representatiTes 
of railways, Sir Thomas said that the meaning of the seotion wais tnat regional 
authority might be either an ofiioial body or a mixed body. If it contained repre^ 
sentetivbs of one form of transport then it must oontoin representativeB of the others 
form, but there was a possibility of neither of these representatives beihg present > 
The regional authority was a body that was to be chosen by the Local Oovernments, 
to whom one might safely leave it to defend the interests of motor transport within, 
their jarisdiotioD. It had been alleged that the Bill was designed to strangle motor •; 
transport He suggested there were easier ways of doing it than drafting an enor* 
mous Bill. He reminded the House of the sums that OoTernment were r specdiug; 
on road development and maintenanoe and the Rs. 7 ororea revenue that the motor ' 
indoRtry brought to the Central revenues. If therefore, Government straugled the ; 
indnatry they would be guil^ of the colossal foollsboesa of killing the goose that 
laid the golden egg. Oovernment were not- to kill moLtor < transport ;' 
they recognised' the usefulness of ite function in ■ developing the trade; 
of India^ but they believed that railways and motor transport conld live best together 
if their aoHvitiea were oo-ordinated^ lieferrteg to compulsory insurance he was glad 
mat no one bad tried to make out that it would be an unreasonable: burden on the. 
industry, but he wonld be glad to consider any alternative scheme in place of tne 
one Earned in die Bill. He appraeteted the non*party qiirlt in which ;tha Bill had 
bmn ooasideFed and expressed the dwpa that the same spirit wonld continue in thq^ 
aeleot oommittee. 
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ink MiUKH ?-- llM o nrM tor safMy to the Inildiu todmbry wan dtomaoed to 
On IneaAly to-day oa a reaohitioB anred by Mr. A. v. CIm, Beoretory, labou 
DoiNirtoioDt. Tbs roiwliitlon ran :^ 

*lliig Amariblji firing oonaiderad the dreft oonvention aod noomBieiidatioiiB 
idatiBg to safolj w the building indnatrj adopted at the ^rd aeaskm of the Inter- 
nntikmu labour Oonlorenoe, reoommenda to the OoTemor-General in Oonnoil : 

(a) *3!hat profinoial Goyemmenta be oonanked xoaazding the dedrahili^ and 
moticaldlitT of Ingialation to aeonro greater aafety^ for worken in the bmlding 
Eadnatry and 

(b) That their attention be drawn to tiie reoommendationa oonoeming co-operation 
in accident prerentioo and vocational ednoation.** 

Mr. Glow rdOrred to Uie cemparalivo absence of haaard in the great bnlk ' of 
bniiding operatkma in India where the great majority of bnildings consisted of htunUe 
cottages, la the bigger cities where bniiding operaticnB required scaffolding and 
mechanical appliances they entered the re^on of haaard. They ‘ 'had no predee 
statiatics. but it was reasonable to sappose .that the nnmber of jiocidents oonid be 
rednoed by enforoement of suitable regmationB. As regards the bonvention the pre- 
amble was vagne, while the recommendations were eo extraordinarily precise -that it 
woidd be almost Impossible to enforce them to any large extent at present, 

Mr. Glow made it clear that, whatever form of legislation was adopted, >the 
exeontive power would vest in the provinoes and could not be assumed by the 
Centre, so that it was vital to ensure mat if legislation was adopted the provincial 
Governments were ready to secure effective enforcement That wfw why the pro- 
vincial Governments were to be consulted. They were to be eonsnited on tnrae 
particular questions, namely what was the extent and character of the hazard involved, 
now far these hazsids were to be reduced by these provisions and whioh . of these 
provisions the provinoes were in a position to enforce. 

Mr. Samatanam moved an amendment to the effect that consultation with the 

S ovincee ahoold he limited to legislation for safety of the building mdnstry in 
nnkriiial areea. 

Mr. Clow pointed out that the amendment would place a limit on the views of 
the provinces which, he thought, should he left free to consider the question of 
desirability of dealing with limited and well -developed areas. 

Mr. Jothi moved sn amendment to the effect that, after consultation witii the 

n vinoea, Government would place their decision before the Assembly ss soon as 
ras practicaoie. 

Mr. A. O. CloM, renlyuig to some of the points raised during the debate, referred 
to the complaint that there bad been a change in the coevention of placing inter- 
national conveations before the House. He said that the Government of India had 
never claimed that they were going to decide nhich of the conventions should or 
should not be laid before the House. What was altered in certain respects was the 
procedure in laying the recommendations before the House. As regards the question 
of what the Government were doing with n large number of other conventions, he said 
that the Govemmeot hoped Uiat before the end of the sees ion they would be in a 

r iition to lay a statement on the table showing precisely w hat they proposed to do 
respeot of each of them. He accepted Mr. Jeshrs amendm ent but the Government 
could not piomise t^ they would move a resolntion in a negative sense. It would 
bo for members of tie House if they were dissatisfied with the Government’s deddon 
to take such action as appealed appropriate to them. The resoln tion as amended was 


The cut motion moved by the Conmss party reducing the demand for a snpple- 
mentary grant not exceeding Bs. 43 m) 0 in respeot of the Central Boaid. of Revenue 
by Bs. 34^ (xe : appointment of income-tax adviser and the emplcymeat of two 
advieers on special daty) was carried by 48 votes against 411. 

The Assembly had oarrM' an adjournment motion abont the appointment of an 
ineome-tax adviser in the Uat Simla r * 
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salaries and pensions paid to the services were liberal enough* 
farther emoluments. i.av'i.O - .uiH aMSKA 

P®of“S8-4lBt wekw 

ine aemana eyeqtnj^]|y,. pwsep. yinliiT? Bh‘^ jioawBHl bdi ^osidiit 

iVof. Rangel opposed the supplem^il^ ^ii^<rfoEiiiRsliM),0(a(i'iintooitMifceUane^J 
ons** and condemned the expenditure incurred in illiuninations and fire-works at the 
time of the Coronation. The illuminatllR;^ ^:*9^he^^'Tfdt^(1al<!@api at a time when the 
Oove nment of India had moved up tq ^S!miarq(^lttl^^^toql^^ ebfeea(#qn«^«i*#nqBr ot 
the jackals, (Laughter), which were aJ^ut^othe fttWCcatj 

of the year. The money should have bp^c^SSPO^ dorfiiodr OfiKmp^ttlifcortistO^dWj )r 

Sir Henry Craik explained that tiljerianipant^ rrfhihetk tQ?i:jlbami»liid#0i»’3jpl 
bnildings of the Central Governmeutoju .•ail ;imp9rtot ^ov^nfiiniidhnli^^afbi.' . 
moderate one considering the interest aRbu8e4r.b8f^:‘l«he,iistgfWi!ee^ l|)d^*>5ll-«^aT: 

ungracious to refuse this small sura mritPbQrg)ctb^u;(it^'sife 

spent in giving froe meals and medical aia to the poor. That anioiintod to arguing 
that no kind of expenditure should be indulged that might better be spout on food. 

The motion was pressed to a division and passed by GO votes to 40. 

Sugar Protection Continuance Bill 



Mr. EL Dow^ Commerce Secretary, moved a Rill for continutanco of sugar protection 
for one year from March 31, 1938. He said that the Bill proposed the extension of 
protection and also the amendment of Section 3 of the original Act. That was because 
the Government were of opinion that a proposal to coiitiiiuo the existing duty for one 
year, connled with a Statement of their intentions to consider further the duty for 
the period from Ifatoh 1939, to March. 194G, and to lay their proposals before the 
i^sUture later in respect of that (loriod, would not have been an adequate discharge 
of tho obligation whten w.as laid on them by Section 3 of the Act. Explaining the 
need for the measure, Mr. Dow said that the Tariff Board was unable to submit its 
report until late in December and the Coveraraeut liad not been able to consider thO 
recommendations till now owing to their preoccupation with the Lt^gislatare. 

iyof, Ranga drew attention to the original intentions of the Act which, according 
to him, wero that both the mannfiicrurer and sugar-cane grower should be benefited but 
the position appeared to be that oiilv mannfacturers were benefited by the protection, 
while the growers continued to suffer and oftou had to burn their cane because 
aannfacturers would not purchase it. 

Dr. BanerjiHs wishcl that the Tiriff Boanl report hal boon presented and the 
Houso had all opportunity of discussing it. ll«i waut«?d the assurance that nothing 
would be done to g-i b wk upon tho uolicy of discriminating protectio!i. Rat ho thought 
It absolutoly essential that ail the diffenMit parties in the in liistry, the raaimfajturor, 
tho grower, tho labourer and the oousuuier, shjuli beuclic from the {)rotectioo. 
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Mr. Btifarim also endesTonred to deal ^thf' odftMd Mein} aopeoth hf lailriall 
aftB^^foUgiai and was aiinilarip held to honont of ^rSern qoito 
MthalLdonai rainneeent the Marwari oommnmtgr net aay ootamnn: 
repreietit aaJIhoiMl and milliona of Sanatanlata Iquuntifl 
aaorament with which this Honae, oonatitated as it ia 

preeeeded to eay that the Marwari Trades daaooiatiOa^ / wHosfl reaoiQtipq piap gnetea 
hf the Enw Mamer, was a mnahroom body. He agreed that Are Bui had ithp aimort 
only of Ji few reionaiata In the oommonity. ▲ eOriea of other geniaru opeei^jAUoin 
wmjroled oat by the Fraaident anti| Mr. Bqjqria aa^ he di^^f wqat to a|)^U[ any 

Sir A. B, &hmnavi was interrnpted by a series 6f poiklj pi ptdet. 'He aaM 
toat *^thie tjUrd edition at the Sards Aot’* was aa robjootionable « thb o^igibal Biff, 
whtoh for w prtotioal purposes was a dead (ettpr. No case under the Aet iM 
bronght aounat a poor man, bat only against waaltby wm Hh^jog thb ktOntiM 
of those wSo^d the Aet was mere blach ouiL 9e,a|8o opomlained uiSt ihd ^Toni- 
ment wton plading all their resoni^ , nt aiappatf ot Mr^ Br Das, ^^e morer^ 
inolnding permisBion to disonas the Bill on an offioial day each as to-day. 

Mf.r Ir. A said that thd policy of aloofness Mopted by Baropesnsiin nagird 

to legiMation ahonld not bb interpreted aa eompMto mdifferenoe on their pajrt to 
important problems facing the oountry. On matters like the one before the Honan 
there was room for deep and honest difference of opinion. He would nrge'iomuie 
rOfoimiste to reoogdise the honesty of orthodox members irho daaae tforward to gm 
expression to their yieWe with^ ckmihge. Qaestions of eooial refevm oonld not m 
aoiyed except by those who were affaoted thereby^ Bat whenerei^.tthOr beto of^-the 
Baropesn oommnnity wse sskad ton, it woidd be giyen oj^pdging^ pnd ^t iff# JA 
that spirit he had agreed to serye on the seleot oommittee. Thecf W 

oonntiiy who waotod to go nnich farther and lastori bat the BiU topB A 
and In doing so it really endeayonred to perfect abejneohinery 
underlying the Aot oonld be effeotirely enforced. He oongratnlated tha‘ 
for giying a right lead in the seleot oommittee. f 

liiylsion was again onidlenM on Mr, B. Daa’e motipn for oonBtd^trpn^ii# it%p8 
carried by 91 yofes to 2i. , . , i r r r ^ 

PIsoussion of the clanses wee then.toka^ b# 'bhbtf f hd HojAb “JjP 

ottt of ^ emendmento tabled hid. Men disposed Of. Mr^ Bojhria sc^portrf m 

conditions to issue an injahotion prohibiting ihirriagS m oonffayention orm Aoi 
Mr. Baipria first moyed the omiiwon ofmb ^holh* olsnsq Ad qtidlea thb'ytowB 
of the U. P. GoTOmtoent ondnitt it . ^ . 

Bevenl troiOM^ 1 b H tho old Gomnmeat or the dofljmtt 'Ch^dtDhitbt? 

Mr. Bajoria ssid he saw no date on the memorandnm ddntaining their‘yiew8.^‘^ve 
proceeded to eay that eyen the mention of mjnnotion, m oonneotion with sn anepioipns 
ocoasion like marriage stank in hie ntoStrila Had theyt be seked, heard of another 
connhj in which i^itnctione cohld be ieened Sgntnei OBsrriigeK: Bff ^ ' 
be was aefleruig from the tyranny of ibn rnsjoriitr t oonsistiiig of t#[ 
the Goyennent and oompliraed that the rOOngyesej hadjOniSgeA m 
were sitting like domb oatllo and would not answer hSi nifomeiitof i 
Qoyemment mwnbera toying to nM hie oontontioDS, ^ 

Sir Jf. M Sirear said it was reafty a pjm-ot ^ 

Coyemment Were not going to follow Mr. BAjpria’s e: 
srgnmente at eyery atm. As regards there beute no ..w 
■minet msffiege npnldee iesneohe a#ed i; 
mere them wars hnndreoe m wi^we beloW JQ\0 iff 

). Mte M ... 

latoiaBtioB OB whkdi » Magntrato oonld hot in iBraing m injanottan. 

viB n^owkBd 

. Slit aUMH :-hilar two dnyn* hactti dabatB ibn JmamUr pmbb* tMUjr Hr. 
A IW« Ohttd JlHdhiB Btwhrt Art AondBort BfU bf 81 w&nofrinrtilft' r'.o 
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the to eeeept and give Mhset to lines of poHoy 

laid dpipii by » M^sture which did sot have the responsibility of earryinr oat thsil 
poliM,. Wt. p# said, that that really lay at the root ox the whole disoamn^ One 
resw of haTing^ao irresponsible Qovernmoit was an Irresponsible Opposition. He inm 
sore that thbire |H|d been many matters on which if the Opposition had had to take 
the responsibni^^f carrying out jtfaeir decisions they wonld hsTO decided otherwise 
thsp they actoafly ' did. Heferring to the implications of the resolution, he said that 
some tnembers had taken it to mean that the Government should conolude sr/ sgree- 
ment bet should bring it before the House before giving effect to it. That/^as not 
the .wording of the resolution, but that seemed to be assumed by some speakers. He 
asid^ih so lar as the agreement involved a raising of duties bound to be brought 
before tbe House.; . As regards the present negotiations the Guyemment had at pro* 
aent ho k'nowiedge wh ether they would or would not result in a trade agreement, and 
it would bo premature for the Government to make up their mind whether they 
would or would not bring the matter before the Assembly. He declared that there 
whs po, warrant for me sugmtton that tbe Government had gone back on the pre- 
vkms hndertsking nor had they any intention of going back. 

After farther discussion the resolution was eventually passed* 

Ikoian Tabift Act (1934) Aiasm. Bill 

4th. APRIL:-* The Assembly to^ay assented to the olronlation of the Anti* 
Fhooka Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon, and agreed to take up considerstiou 
of a Bill leoommondiug the oontinuanoe of import duty on broken rice for one 
more year. 

Sir moved that the Bill to amend the Indian Tariff Aot of 1934'in 

Older to continue the import dnty on broken rioe for a year more be taken into 
consideration. Sir Mohammad claimed that tbe duty had not only been completely 
elleetive in slopping import of broken rioe, bat had alao had some effect in keeping 
down imuorts of paddy and whole rioe, which had been progressively smaller since 
the dn^ oaiiie into operation. Last year imports of paddy were negligible and those 
of whole rioe were rednoed to a oomparatively insignifioant figure. At the same 
thae the prioe pf rioe in the Madras Presidency, where the prices had been most 
direotiy alfeetad by the duty had for the moat part been higher than a year am 
thoi^ in the limt few montha there had been a downward tendenoy and wholesale 
prices were at present a little below what they were last year. Bat prioes in 
jbdras Whm they were affected more by Imports of Bnrmm rioe than by imports of 
foreign rice, whion had been Tery little Indeed, so that on the whole the position 
was sdoh that the duty might well have been dispensed with altogether. But a 
study of the forecast with regurd to rioe for the next year showed that there might 
possibly Iw an apprehension of greater Imports if the duty were taken off altogether, 
and it was doe solely to that posstbili^ that the Government desired to oontTnne it 
it its pndont rate for another year. Tbe Government had power to adjust the dnty 
to eonditioDS which might doYOiop, and where any snob adjustment wonld still be 
possible duriag the year. 

Sir Mf^mnmd iafhUla said that members had admitted that ttie Import dnty 
had served its purpose, but had gone on to point out that aomething more was 
neoesaary. He aubmittea that their auggestionB were hardly germane to the Bill 
under oonsidaration however necessary they might In thofflaslves be. The Bill was 
eventimlly pissed. 

Aim PsooxA Bill 

llr" R, if. MmmU moved the olronlation up to Juno 90th of the Bill to amend 
the law reinting to prevention of omelty to animala with apeoial referenoe to tho 
»>«utioe of *‘phooka’\ Mr. Maxwell referred to the nnanimity of opinion on the need 




xra iin>UH laaaumt asbekult 


I 



^iraa Stoss 

^ ' lii.tliw <A litr 

8^ CtoidttMi. iflottoiii at tlift MlmBliM*^ 

O^. KIhMhmkk Aa iji^Ttr fdir ibo^ittoratibalaMrtta Blfl^ 
i and of the Siiiila aeiaioiL Sot be oonld^ot hot ngret to' tee bow 

ibe ' Ob^ bad tooted; in tba matter. He maiotalned tbit^^^?^ 

;#!• Pb^lb or tiie opmmoiiJtjr wia not adtaooed, aod where tiiere ^trae not 
— ffmlio . opinion, logialatioa ahoold not be started as a mild measore 
- grow more and more stringent but the process should be meiM. 
dfoir attention to the fact that tbongb the Government mttht not be 
Ireppoastble to the people, the Honse was a representative one. If the niieinnehi were 

- . 1 . *B and if their pinion was not to be tam as the 

_ j were Giey in the House for? And sixty seleoted 

appliqation to the Government for the introdabtioh of this 

Ae Government opnld, therefore, haye gone on with \thp ^ 

gpiokly. 

The Aflsemhlv agreed to the olnnlaiHon np .to Jane 30l of the Antl-Phooka Ml 
and afjonxned till Se 6tha 

‘ ; -Thanss-BnewasAoi-Aim^ : - ■ . . ^ 

Sik APIliL The Assembly th-day named, with a slight amendment of its-owh, 
Hie lengthy amendment made by the Oonnoii of State to the Trades Diepntes AOt 
main . nbrpose of the OOnnoil of State arnendmeiit 'is that if 
information or prodnohig a doonment to the oonoiHatioh offider 




j^oaeidoig thfd. the InfornmH^^ the doonmeht ahall W treated -as oohfldential the 
AMiBation ofioer ihell not . diaolom it exoept to the anthority whioh appoinM him 
hr . ihe jpirtiia pohjoemed In tho diapnte for the purpose of meditstiiig therelb or for 
promoting a aetdement thereot; A oontiivonHoh of this provtaioh shall bo piwh- 
jamaiflth dpe dpfo'BdvlOO., .. 

... .Sir Jiohgtiiipia y ^Sa/ViiBeh JCfom, moving oonsIderatiDn of the amendmepV fblttfted 
K .Hie ifaet thm an amendment providinK lor Sie treatment of informatito alten' to 
loowliii^oh oinpefo m ihoved In the Asaemhly by’ the w 

Szpnih ^aa in dtjapto raisedy by Mr. Saatanam that it woald 

prevent di^losdra of infohnation , fo' ^ of pTpyinoea ootioeb%ed;^‘ 

amendment; in the tend in :whibh It had no# been passed by the Obonoll of State, 
however, wee not open to Gmtiohjeotion. 

Mtw St. M. JMi ohmistiriaod the imendment es annaoessary, nndeidr^ie, cirnde 
lind M-theiMhtpeaA flint an wawarvanted espreeeiea ol want of ,mfldf ape 

In the eonofliation oflioer even, before > he . was mipotnteA While praventiiig.i the 
wbnolliiHon 'oIBm hhnaatt from d^ la fon natmn. It did not .preveni. ei^r Hie 
■piKdiiting anthority or the pertim oonoemed from diaoloaing \L Then why* no :foh0d, 
pKoe a ban en the oendlUdini efloer alena ? With thle ban he wonld f^^weihimed 
% Hie eanetant lav Hiat If any infonaation was , pabUshed he abna woud be held 
iieipaaiibfo for hat sHiat wna there oonipiratarial that the employerB wjWied to 
Iv woiiDim Hmy hid , * ' 

I ^wMid anrpriaa at Mr, JoaU’s opposition to an aiiendiBant 


Mr. XT. HMannni 


tha pafta oonoemed to get information from Hie eon- 


Frcf. Hengw laid hi wii Isnrpriaed at Mr. Bantwam’a atHtade <laaghtv).::.Tha ea- 
amotioB witti fiiafd to the avHei eiHtfftrafd and the appointing awmorltg eama in 
SrStMaaattMftUlU hal ted aaMi^ Ha waa ^i^aa^ 

Sttllliaai ii* a r afci fca wla^^ og w aad ta dui .whria aaModOMiit wU«k.ii!aald Imm 
wMHI M. ^^BHI vaa datetad ia Hi».:A«wn^ 






BON eSMtiTO nd more oqnitel^ a^ of oormtiog tte pram jNoramoodW^VMn 
Oo'iai* bONterOap «odf theTP«r!*Bir,l«woo^j:W:;'»l>» -:#«^ 

irtald bo that two^im^«ttlB , ra-pigar|,_:^^ p^w 

£uoim' 1S», wooM paj Job ttid.0MntUn;90awj{V IW^.'., i 
- '^'^eir floBM wobt'Oa toi*^' "<l» bWiMaa hfW>^ 

*(toaati;?11»*7i aod>th. th*.«DtaBoi jof;o|»n»«5i,oWMood m ifr. , ., 

Mliihw bediw ttt-tto.ooaatip.Mnd /pobliAad p^ , 


llnr«for» ooao«i?#/t«l«jWiW tach,.ai.Oif lOne 

Herohantt Ghamber. Bombay, soggeatwf tMtlift ^ ^ 

IKb laobrnr llaa: Mlo 

^. iia iaaiaf^ tbib aiusoBtibiii nuido' by tiia F^dbraticn -^ flndioii' Chmhafi qIj 
biMa' irorik rbiiiwI-tiiSui cbftfbraiioo' of fto Ittlwraata^' ’ oonit f u ad-im ^0 ® 

rbi^ the Ibatoto«. /BBI i&4;tlm llotfv Vabiolaa^^ 
i£uiirt$ bbt i ovio^bal ' BOggeatfoa^ tod * thail ib • llutttm • ta^iaa wfir^ f 


by tha Mbnilioii df iDdiao/ (SiamliaiM 
of fhe lidaroitB' > obniafuid^im ibo «D^r ot 


ira; fmm' 


tt not a orioaoal angneatfoa tod tim^ wiHURtm on^casatioa 

H do^Sb if rokweBOtt^ba WaB diven -'to > thbie iNio jbaiil tan oMpt 
lo^ Bhooldf be pind ;lit idl; . (liughletK -«8^4aiij« 

tke Jlmuibb ItbP^ «* Mmtruf 

PrbVinoBB dwelling bb the inflaBtieity ol tefonootend theiim^NWibiite^ 

/^l£ra^h4oS(bfto?f^^™^m tiB-pighN ai.fca.had.jj ra <^Jrtmfc 

nonM got rdiof from tho BiBi attiMp aa ^Apaft^ tofebet opi^ 

(Mkld bv ooHooM It woakth* aMioioml^lit lo^ J«f>!SSlr^ 

Ilii'iMvi'iMr aiNoMioa!<boteo aooaptiag.liw ..in;iiijiipb.afim,/.W.mi.JAl^ 




lipfirrtit to 
to ‘opt ’t _ 

CMofinOi 
'Mti^ ' 11, ' %«lt cir- 

•^mo 


m mwtftktt iLnBjn^Tt79 tm mnh- 

ImMI Ilk (fia UUbiqM irh^ tt Ml 

4iMi fM iMkMiBt 

•idBWi lMiR,»«. 

tuok to circul 

oow It ikoalti . , 

Qulatioii was a wuuUeu hiraa aJnoti ififoaitl imM tho fiUi of Tio>. Tboia was 

do ^ir^iunipbi to kill tko.Bilb It jbey bucoaedid ibey ^ould have com- 

« Mn» 4t G4^\£iatia Mrodi Ml jttii«nHaMtjxtJb|iy)^o bo''»ct]i^^alod.torifho 
Id idioitiopg o^iaioa tha>dM (| jMp^oiiibmf Bo QontmidiHi(t tbat ib Iqc ^ 

BafCMrO OQ wboao tMommau^onl U|i» was Ijiaed c;ooiii{fftfd 

Olbifr # (mil a abort |i«cuid of iime, ;iicii9«b vaa baadty j^jboiem fur ataay of V . 
intiicata piobluiiia luvulvoU. Fuitbur not a single uon-omcial Indian or an Jndua 
MMttNM man or aibo wnu kbvir Bib iair oijl thj^ ianft b%i a |ila a the (^mpnttOe. 
Nuw a bully Bill basod On ibe MQaAinoitiibMio$i8 of b«cb a cummaiea bad ^fui 
placed befoie tbe lioubo aui tbey b^i been given }u8t three aa>b to gfudy' it. 

An anomaly in the Bill, ^saHl VMthat 'tvhile agnonlrnral ineome in 

g iadia bad been nyeimital <fn>m taxatioa, agiioultuial income fiom Indian 
baoTJbeea allowed ib be tax^, Bb bonld hiOt uadOrsMnd'the oOt^biJOnvOf the 
a tfbmm Utai oitbaktion teonld kill Ibe Bill, bkt< if tbe Fmabea Ifembar 
eonvuice bim lib ^ouli dritbdlrMr lits Mbndment. Ho Was drtfly of opiniQii> 
bPwe>Oi| that a mt^nre qz this k Ja aboutd not be fobbed thrmighk ^ 

. Pi, bttpnorting.ibe.^ol'db litthd dHifrulafion of tttb »U, trflooabd aeno 

pi^ia pl!>uio Be wad m Mreet|Mmt wtth those pis>vis«Ons mtendiMi to afford 
^ioljK) the ^>res^tad*nayet;i Obd jMibg toAImt down loop-bblM tbougb 

which evasion bitd been iiaing' plane, the BiH Was a voMKaiaoes onoi nnd witboiit a 
asiuete Mamiipitioa of iti it was not possible to un lerdtand iho tmplioaiions of zba 
oiabseft It Woidd bbve‘bbtfb more iwfefeiimlir il the Finsnce Membei kid iptrodnced 
ttndddblidatSiig'BiU Ifliiteal ill do aipondiog BJl. Ibey were peipbxed in reeding the 
iMBOMiOk oifMrihie With the relevant beaueoa of the AoU Another la^itaat inhovSr 
Haw id w Bill wai the mtrodootiou of « slab syet m for the step systeib, end he 
tfondem if dsif ope except those dif the fmance department nndvistood the diffef* 
oaee betfWeeb the two systems. Further tharo were SOme piutisions relatiug to 
liMomes from trust pioperty and bubiness. eto. Without Tiolently distuibmg the 
idfotinrNieoi4l swueidiw it WoakI he ve^ Mcnlt to mtioduoe a now prinoi|de of 
dtthiion^ I 

]f¥« Jfoiih Idhdmihr decisred that tbm pantidnlar laooina Tax BiO would oartain^ 
dOteouwo Hir ^Jeoieft Uugg to he a gi eat Finauco Momht^r of this nonmry. Sir 
Jamts oaine out to India aS M expeit in inbome Tax ttstuia, bat the mam ooaf 
^iikot ibdlau'conihieroo and ludiibtiy was that iir James need ht* expeit know- 
Mfeo^at eVwry opikdtauhy (n the soivico ani aJvanuement of the intei'este of hia 
OWh UemO eountiy rather thaa tliOBe of fudia Ei^er aiaca abSOBDing office the 
VtaaSoo ^ Member nal tMsn offeotrveiy irytng to nieate a murhj atmoiphera kf 
ahwmg seeds of diatsicus aud doubt mnl ^aspimou. . 

Ml. M. A, Jtnnak made it clear that be was not committing hmumU in tho 
ahghmsa degree to a<^ one of the dsaaes of the BiH When the Bill from 

the meleot Uunmiztee he might have to streuuouly opjA&e. home of the dadses and 
aah Iha Monao fo neject thiXt altogeiher bat that ftige of ouurte would odme latdr. 
lo-daf they had |ha motUHi of the JTiuaiice Member and as against that, ths moffon 
Imp Otroalaupn moved by Mr. Batta. Ifecalied the tttolspd^ ‘mode by ?arHM 
Speaker that A was noit tho intentum of any aeotioh of the Oppubttibn to kiU this 
BfiT •'If that m no, then let as be fiidods,” smd Mr Jinnah, Aiufemtug to 
henobah •mild let os agioe do n time rntda., which will lafiity all tides, ile Old dot 
Ihltik U wemd be poseible lot the Ftnanoa Member to bioceid aoObldina to the tiiuf- 
IMad^havmg the be(ect Cfomimiiaa u^Bugi iiq Jufy. a$ a Jdill Of mis 
oontd act be axpeoted to be studied with oare hy thS' public before tht^m. It waaOdo 
' HM opimon pmn whole Bdli naveaty*ftve olaascA Iheh effma H^wfb waa 
imwhich h Bbleet foniwu, o^ he ref4iked< 


I Mr. Md/Mte hgged the need fat •oiroalauen so that the meaabm before they 
OhMMMHdMtie MMt oodMHittvo gmuop, wedM havo the «iriaisi< vP the ppbliiD btfofw 
teMt BalerriQg to tho piovieious of the Bill, he pointed out that Uw 
Of taxatioa had not been meutiooed in it, bat aiace the reoommeadatiOita of tM 
Mm Mntairy Oommitteo were going to bo aooopted lor the parpoiOi tho 
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gpttkvr wnM a iiiora oDoinrehenam and ooiiaolidatfd rnamra. 
aet oaaolfuM arban ibt Hpate adjonned till ilia Uth. 

IMik AfW ^uU^i J>eimi^ Istdet ot tba Qmraw PtefeT, i 

glMaaat arnma mt of )m poDyersanona with idia Funaoa V^har. id that ( 

aknii om thi Inooma tua Bill might ha largalf ooiflaed to a apaoidh progranaia td H 
Mawad mith whid , to iorthar ^rogim o) tha Bdl. Ba iVo{hS thS ia 

awaiair ter tha ononlatioa of tha Bill their iotaitioir aid ohjaot waa that ihoatd 

aama Ima afhw the aittiig of tha Simla aamioi waa over to |t6d7 tha ipiafotii 
racatead aa tha Bill, ia ordar that thay might* be wall prepared for the Work o? tha 
aaM oemnfttaa. The aelaot eommutea aaw appointed woald pot ba oalled npon to 
till tha middle of Oetaher* aid alter that aaepraiioe hjr the dotetafoant tha 
0"jpm Purty wpt agraaahla lor raferrhur tb« Bill to a ealaot oammittea. QO % 
ae dmeosavao waa coaoamedo in riaw ol tpa leiga namhar of mambare who waatad 
to pertiolpata in it, k wetthli ooatinaa OH to-morrow ifiamoon whan ha iMd arilld 
wp tha dehata. 

8ir Jomaa Or^ iaid that tha Mtiiiia of proeedara ohalked Oat hy ||r« Damd wia 
aapaptahla to tha Oorainmant Ba alao aaanred fha Bonae that the Qofaramattt hid ao 
tatoaMoa to rush the Bill throngb without an adegaate qppor tm it y for a«|kONilon hMkl| 
giren to ill ebadea of opinion. Be fully afiareoiated the tfetireof thehov. a w tohet e jo 
here ea opportunity of etudying the opinione before the eeleot eoBMaiftoa eotnriiy taOt Ba 
wkhad to maka it plata that the aefeot mimmitfee abmrid eaaahida itt Wiirh aO aa to 
aaahle tha speoial aeatioo of the Aaeamhbr to meat ta tha drat half of Hortmhar in 
Dafht He wai glad to aar that the Leader of the Oppoaitioa bad aeanred him tbit 
the meatliig ef the committee ahonid act he nodnfy profonged and had forthar aaeared 
him of arery poaeibility of the committee Aniahiag ite wm within the than allowad 
lor tha apeow eeeaioo to meet in Noyamher. The Fmanoa Member wee gratefol to 
ill the partiee in the Honad lor their oo-operation bnd be waa glad that the Bill waa 
BOW aaanrad of ooneideraiione with the laammam aiaonat of oo«operatioB aad with the 
mintniDm amount of oontrorerey. 

Mr. A, Agpairgar, reanmtng his epeeeh on the Inoomo Ihs Biil. poioted oat that 
the double teaation lelief convention wee operating unfairly to India, which had to 
rafnnd Re. 1 erore end 16 lakhs to foreign eompaniee. He oritieieed tha provision 
regarding the aggregation of the inoome of a hutbaad and wife ea in bta opiakia it 
would dieooan^ indepoodeot earning by women in a oonntry, where women ware 
jnel trying to come oot of their eecluaion and where diroroe was rero. 

Mr, A. C. Datta^ in view of the etaiemente made by the Lmder of the Opporithm 
and tha Finenoe Member, asked leave to withdraw hla motion for ofronlatloii. 

She Boose agreed to hia request 

Mr. L, C, Baet, Leader of the European Group, referring to the aodee In tha 
'HSilbart and Bullivan** oi>era, in which Sir Rnthven Margatroyd tried to peranade hia 
dhotUy anoeetore that he bad lived up to tbo family repntation of aeing a Iwd 
aaronet and informed them that reoently he made a felse inoome tea retnrn. Tha 
ihoete of the four previoue baronete replied one after another : That is nothing : nothing 
shall ; everybody does that ; it is expected of yon.** Mr. Bose elec reminded the Bones 
of Burke's paying: *ro tax and to please, no mom than to loto end to ho wise 
to not given to man ” Be tbereforo warned fho Finanoa jfatehdr, that ha muit apt 
aspaot bittpopnlarito in this Homo not to puffirr n roieonahlo doenoi in tifo ponroo of 
Bto dobata on this Bill 

Mr. tt. M JteW lafsmd to tbo roeoBmoodtfhmt ot the Untotloa UCaqaiiT <Mk 
aritlM wd Mid M07 ol tbo ptorioiou e! tbo Sill iroit nggootcd bj that oopiinritUbi 




._o«: 

Ur. ^ 


iUui SasMd ChaudMtir’e*imikiib(t^’'the Bill *t4khi^th;'iBoi>^'ifeifehH^ Om 
tltiiStd !elaam‘H)t tto kur." ^h»' - tincMv UfcU««r thid no 

ilNn gt't«t«d'‘<(«="-leiivo > KiteriM' ^aMd-pMntM* 


Finance UemMr who bad included most o.ther recommendations of tbeocofnnifteb 'W 
8i£^Wit‘iMmieifla¥^1<(i%)innetUi^^ Hmn'ide«tai^edV’thab‘««4iW' double 
tiia^ ¥e1f9f knK^^'lwoidffadi ttUirkofaif. ‘»ittsh'<<h>^tidr«dn'’€hnM^‘«M) 


^ W 8dtWiv‘wMibiflt#^1^)iitnetUMenl li j;«^'‘de«tai^edV’thab‘««4ie' dottble 
tiia^ ¥e1f9f knK^^'lwodffadi ttUirkofaif. ‘»ittSh'<<h>^tidr«dn'’€hnM^‘«M| 

’i.fi j.t 'ititu Li* iu^' siiv' aA 

H*»P!«te«rr>PsrfJ>«. •*»«?«««• stWi ftSqfr^ii 

vuriM^d«P%Ui4! W. Jl«‘a8»W. relalSO ..*W«W.:C^.,?f,„,higl|» 


luriBwmdfnc 


dtt?i«ef^ipft^r]|^6il^,^ft0jnie:^ Ita^R.V 


Jtftttl;||5*#8f, 1)961 

lenders. 




tWi^fSgfsew wd; 
liefpc^tderfd tj)ij^ttv|4e r- 8# ^ 


<pr^ ^ept 


te,/^9se^ea8, en 




mf^rWmr 

* g6 inter file 


$ixUm9mfi tOiihe tmim» ;^xr|)i0lHiwn.9 Tef,yy d^^ogerpi^. ,. 


mmixiM fwtiwmy >«p . wo] 


•' '^Mr7 i^r^JTite^'SpokS’te^favafur of ioflow /external eapital and 

declared that it traS' Ilm*'mer«t^'oot^ebtate 6 ^l 0 aec^s^iyv^ snd- valuatile; *f8etot 
llt'^aiSOgting -th^ ecoabufic deVefopitfent of Itidia- ^ 'Ber' e^en •assnmi ni; -this Trarnot'true, 
he said, tw^enhrinbiis^hofdtejs^ Itt* th«^^hands ol'Don»Iiidrfte^^^n cont^ 

over by Indian nationals .either by compulsory expi'opilafiofiV vMch : he sn|ttest^ no 
ehA bidl)he€>d, b^' by pai^^hHESing mesi^^ecutlties and inVestinkits- ar far • 
tK^sbnt i^ainb. The ;effect of this it odce *1ro r -be to depreciate •j in all- the 

Btbhd^ teifitets- of world the 'cr^dif bt this^ pohntry. ^ It'W^ould be a btowi^tl^ 
intend falt'%hualiy on'thoae'^^dn-lodiatf ' ndtionilsv' iWalise their^ holding 

idd'^Opi theee''^ thc^sahiis of. Indian ' • nationals, who would 'have ’>no ditect aksoeiatiSii 
With If be ' trimsacVtOns. - 

‘ W:' 5.' ir. ’5qiM declat^ that the inrppbsselB to aggi^te ihoome'. ^hf i hiMbaiid 
iMa Wtfd’^wA^ihjhuit^W i^ at^p fh'e - |>akSlhg v:of ^ IVotnenV ^'Eijghts 10 
Act.'- ■ Tw'‘^ 0 |i>ail’ ifltitr#ed%d igndtance 6^ the teeiihOta ' of the* ■• ebilhl^ 
oomaiittee on the social and, economio, conditions of the country. Il'lte; other * 




tha DfiraOM A# MTOViBiOll lU <08 0186 01 8611^068 TOT 

»MiJ?^Ry?v- Si .fc****??"S »perter ilio ohjmted to the Motion pro- 
]!r JS£”LJ?? 11^?."“ K ^ «>• honhMd ter the pu^ 

kd»«i»'.5»tS'n“* ®* ^9 GongroM Potty, windinR op the debate oa 

1*mWt hSTSI'n «« ill?*®** •« «nph*tio proteet against the fln^ Ifember try. 

”? ground of the Niemoyor ward. So wm not propaM 


niSt bo able •" teterosted porioM 

aM«ta^ ®" u“** *C*®*y- Th® Ho«m would vA agroo 

apoMTod^wSSSiflSSJlL*^? .P'o?!?*® ®*‘''®«t"® methods of tasation which it 

S ThS 5K!^ m" *^* ■Pf®^®' '*®«>''‘fc®« it as ‘robbing Peter 

an/^shomd &?'*?’ *“^i. 9”®*®** ®W‘t proefMial Fihanoe niniaten 

fiji J“®*”. ®Pn«deraMe solicttade for the need of proeidnig tends for the nation. 

So ?'• ?*“* “**• “ '-^‘hie* pteMing to learn 

”!:.”*® w*«*nmont ef India, at toast so late m now, had realised this as^ of the 
K!*!f*^,r *"{1^ •‘'*® *®. the situation as depiotsd by the Finanoe Hember, Mr. 

being nuelad wite rsgard to the iwpiieations el the 
Sz; *5?Jf ^ wnnlj in consid^ the real meaning of the aUuiing phram 
n»jt t& tbl ■,.y®*"®®, Member’s ‘An?.tte doteing-dovloe.’ If thin “ nbrsM 

dofeotiro m4 thon there were weekoeet in the 
I*.***"'®*. ^h«'®Swi »P. he wu entirely at one 
®®®®t of asoidiog ta.^Dg devioaa if H wm intended te 
RTtSS^TCaS&r^ i- the oridin.1 let, he wmdd 

Mr. Di^ drew the attention of the Goearnment te the tear mdn aonieee 

he% 'ikJSl''!* V*'***??' «•* ®®«‘ri«waWe some of ione“ SrS^I^ 

P- ” *° yhy esemptim abonid he allowed in rmpeot of pensions and Mher aav ’ 
meuaa^ m Kwlaiig . aeeoi^ly, < notiSoations issued under Seetion 60 were moK 
wmssion irf noa.domioiled foreign assasseee under the present 
A” ■“< »» ^hly, dMble^tantioa relief. Cloeing aemlooSolMtiiriSniioe 
loother Rin 1 erere. Mr. Dt*s8i pointed out tbst his SQttestiOM 
^ effeotif e to folfil Sir Jpnet Qrigg’s d£ire sod solioifiide to fim the 

**®2®®?;^,the eateeotiTe method of teieiiw of n elr^oMiSI rLffl “* 
Mr. Deeel then d^t ^th the eariooa laotioaa of tbo^Bill. Bo ter « the.Blah 
2®®®® ®o®o®w^ ho wii sympsthetio with the Finsnoo Menibtr os?# his 

■opfort to it* Os the qseitioa of soboiittiiig oompsloory retons hi pTtftrrtd to bo 
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OmcsAL Bium 

Sbo toatry CMtoioti o| the Riniiibay Le^nslative Assembly oonimenoed at Bombay 
:ali;^ i€ib. JiUMMvy 1936. Three Government meefitiree. first a Bill deaignea 
to prevent the evasipii \Of. taxation, and two other Bills relating to the Bombay 
Munia^etiTdhot were passed by the flonse. One of the measures sought to extend the 
tiia ox the Corporation %y a year in order to enable the Government to revise 
the eppstitutloQ of the Bombay Monioipality with the object of plaoing it on a more 
demoeratio hasiB* 

OmouLir OmsRiov TO FsnmiaTiON 

Mr. B, the Premier, in moving next his resolntion opposing Federation, 

reqiieBted the Central Govemment to request the British Government not to impose it 
on this Province. Mr. Kher in the coarse of a speech said that there were no two 
oph^ons in the country regarding the Federation and that all parties were nnsnimoiuk 

Mr. C. P. BrainMe (Eiiropean) said that the question of Federation had been 
disbnased at length. If it was not acceptable, be asked, what was the other altarna- 
tivik Proposed, rersonally, ho believed that Federation wonld unite India more 
olosd^ and firmly. 


Ifdi. JAIIUAIIY:-*The Assembly to-day passed Mr. A G. AThir’s rssolntion 
opposing the introduction of Federation by a big majority. Members of the Moslom 
Laagda. the Bemooratio Swaraj and Independent Parties supported the resolntion 
wmTe the Progressive Party opposed it. 

Mr. Jamnadas if. ilehfa raised a point of order • and stated that the resolntion 
was ulira vir^i as it was only four months since a similar motion was disoussed sod 
passed by the Assembly. Mr. Mehta said that the rosolnfion of Mr. Eher at the 
Poona session on the Gonstitnent Assem'dy provoked a similar discussion as a resnlt 
6f an amendment moved by a member. Aoooiaing to the btadding Order, Mr. Mehta 
said, no resolntion which was sabstantially the same as moved twelve months before, 
shonld be passed by the House. 

The Speaker, overruling the objection, held that the former resolution on the 
Gonstitnent. Assembly was different from the resolution on Federation. The amend- 
ment in question was merely incidental. 

Mr. JT. If. Munahi, Minister for Law aud Order, supporting the resolntion, con- 
tended that a Federation mast essentially be a union of the people over whom the 
oentral power had authority. The Federal State must have direct legal relations with 
^1 citizens. They must enjoy equality of status and protection. Federation, he said, 
oonld be thoughl of in terms of the oitizens who ooostituted the nation as a sooial 
nnit oonsisting of human beings possessed of politioal rights. But the Federation 
contemplated by the India Act did not know the fundamental rights, for it had in 
it no oitisens having direct relations with it The residents of the provinoes did not 
^t representives directly to the Federal legislature and the residents of the States 
hid no loeitf standi, further, important subjeots like the Army, Foreign Affairs, 
the Reserve Bank and the Railway Board were not within its pnrview, whue even in 
the limited field of its aotivitios the power of the Governor-Generu was supreme. 
The oountry w» now demanding a oonsticuent assembly. Mr. Munshi warn^ the 
Mouse thit any attempt to impose Federation against me will of the people would 
be ihort-nghted statesmanahip. 

AnounoN or ToxiBs 


Mr. Khsr next aaoved a resolntion expressing the opinion that oonferrlng of titles, 
honour and titular diatlnotion on any parson in the Province by His Majesty or the 
Oovemor-General be dlooontinoed. He said that in the Dominions like Canada and 
Booth Africa titles have already been aboitabed. The bestowal of titica was a prero- 
gative of the Grown, bat it was for the Ministers to msko reoommendatioBS. He 
•aid the i»aotioe of oonferring titles was observed more often than not for politioal 



«4S m fiacoQtimoi^ ot nuia tnnoin in 

mwo m M tint thii onatod matatmrr «hw WMotouaiM ni naUary. b 
aawaniiwtMat tbaia ahooM ta no aoaaidaratiea othar tliaa Imaua. Bat fhia had 
aat hMo^ araotioa and tharafora Ua Ootaramaat waa oppoaad ta -n**"**^ at 
titlta. Shi daaata had aet e^a ^ «ha& tin Haoaa adjoanad. 


Bnoaamoii or ,SiU8a Umm 

IBik iMUAKt 8 . A JMwata awvod ta<te a Bin to: prarida tor tha 
laeagaitiaa of ragiaterod trade oaktaa ia tha Ptaaidoaoy. tw atataiaaat ot oOjaa** owl 
faaaoaa of tha All aaid that tha raoogaitioo of trada oidoaB hr tha ataployara wan 
ho ..... 



imioiuia 

Mr. Cwlutfilat Nando,* parliameQttrj lemttry to the Premier, on behalf of the 
Oofemmeot q»poBed the BilL Hob however, eaid that the GoternmeiitPe oppoeitioii to 
the * aaeaaiire ahould not be ooaatraed as antiMthy towards the prinofple of the 
meaaore It war hia firm oooviotioa, that if the Bill was pasaed* it would defeat the 
very obieot of the mover, namely, tho strengthening of the trade anion asove- 
ment It would soatter the foroea of laboar and create diaonity among workers. The 
Bill weald also enable the employers to set one group of workers against another. 
He drew attention to tho Qovernment’a poltey aTready enonoiated and the labonr 
fn^ry at m-oaeat in progress and said that the Qovemment hoped to ^aoe shortly 
before the Boose a oomprehenstve laboar programme. 


Mnmii Goitdiiibb Vmiiirai 


ISth. MNUARV defence of the Gofemnumt's notion regardiim the measnres 
tiken at Ahmedabad and Gholapnr to oombat vioienoe In oonnesion with the Indnitrial 
tronble. waa made by Mr. K, M* Mwuki^ Home Minister, m the Assembly to«dsy. 
Mr. Mnnshi ssade it clear that the Qovernmmit believed in boaa fids trade nmonin. 
whioh waa absolutely necessary as ian agenoy for oolleotive bargaining, bat he oonld 
not allow politioal vandalism to maaqaeraae as trade nnionism. 

Replying to oritioisms regarding the promulgation by the Government of seetion 
144 of the Criminal Prooednre Code and the Criminal Law Amendment Act in those 
two plaoee. Bir. Mnnshi said that a series of violent inoidents compelled the Govern- 
ment to take notion. Attempts were made on behalf of the strikers at Ahmedabad to 
use violenos so ss to intimidate the workers. Csses of the Ipysl workers belim 
beaten were aeported and women carryiag meals to the workers in one of tho adiis 
wen abased nod threatened by the people belonging to the Bed Hag organisation. 

Beferring to the appUoation of the Criminal Law Amendment Aot, the Home 
Minister explained that this was the only means by whioh the police oonld have 
taken cognisance of the offenoe of oriminal intimidation without the aggriend party 
ttsking a report on the incidents, whioh was always not likely. Mr. Manstd ppioted 
out that even, after the applioadon of the Criminal Law Amendment Aot oriminal 
mtimidatioa would have to be provod in the ordinary coarse before a proper tribonal. 

Beferring to Ghotapnr he said thii the Criminal Tribes Aot applied to oertaln 
ojyaes of people who were addicted to syatomatio oommission of non-bailable offences. 
The Government had appointed a oommiltee to inooire into the onestion bat me an- 
while a virulent oampugn inoitiog the inmates of the . Settlement to break the laws 
was carried on. The apeeohas ^ these leaders made it clear that thair objaot waa 
to antviato the lot of tho orimiiidl tribes bat to prepare the gronnd for a genefil 
atnke to eerve their politioal ends. 

Mnnshi narrated how. when seotion 144 was relaisd, tronUe again startsd and 
w Govamnient were oompellod to promnlgato tha ordar again. 

debate the Aasembly poatponsd sine dto Mr. S. H* JhaftwaWe. BDI 
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U2 THE BOMBAY LBOISLiRVE ASSEMBLY 

Abolition of I^zlbs (Contd.) 

18th. JANUARY :*-Tbe Assembly to-day passed the resolution moved by Mr. B. 
O, Kker^ the Premier on the 11th. expressing the opinion that the conferring of titles 
of honour or titular distinotion on any persou in the province by the King or the 
Oovemor-General should be disoontinued. 

Amendments to the proposition urging that the titles already bestowed should be 
surrendered, that the people retaining the titles should be deprived of the rights of 
oltisenship and that the titles should not be indiscriminately conferred, were all 
thrown out 

After a heated debate, the motion was pressed to a division when 98 voted for 
the motion, none voting against it. Moslem League members, though they 
opposed the proposition and sought to amend it, did not participate in the voting. 

Local Boabd*s Amend. Bill 

A Bill seeking to abolish nomination to all local boards with provision for eleetive 
representation of Harijans and backward olasses by reservation of seats on the popu- 
lation basis with joint electorates, and giving option to Moslems in any Moslem cons- 
titnency to have joint electorates if they so desired, was moved by Mr. Lh N, Patil^ 
Minister, Local Self-Oovarnment. 

Mr. A. M. K. DeMavi, Leader of the Moslem Ltsgue Patty and Dr. D. B. 
Amhedkar^ Leader of the Independent Labour Party, opposed the Bill. Mr. K. Af. 
Munshi^ Home Minister emphasized that the Bill aid not run counter to the Com- 
munal Award. The disonssions had not oonciuded when the House adjourned for the day. 

Members* Biobi to Adjournment Motions 

19lh. JANUARY i-rThat the riuht to move adjournment motions was not an 
absolute one wbioh a member could exercise irrespective of and without reference 
to the rights and convenience of the whole House was the view expressed by Mr. 
Mavalankar^ the Speaker, iu the Assembly to-day. 

The ruling was occasioned by Mr. Jamfutdas Mehta's request to the Speaker to 
revise previous rulings with regard to the moving of such motions. Mr. Mehta’s 
case was that the right to move an 'adjournment motion was a definite right. In the 
case of a resolution the right consisted only in tabling ir, the acural right of moving 
it beiug only problematic. The test of urgency as hitherto applied substituted a 
definite right by a problematic one. If the right to move an adjournment was denied 
the ouly course left open to a member was to move a motion of no-confidence in 
the Government. 

Mr. Mavalankar in his ruling said that though the right to move an adjournment 
was considered one of the fundamental rights of a member, experience indicated the 
need of placing upon that power some restriction. The formal moving of adjournment 
was a tactical method of introducing a new matter into the day's work and had been 
grad> ally but steadily discouraged. The tendency in the various legislatures, including 
the House of (Commons, had been to restrict it. While in the House of Commons 
adjournment motions were hardly more than six a year in number, the Bombay 
As^mbly received ll motions of adjournment during the first session and nine in 
the present session. The right to move an adjournment was a qualified right with 
the corresponding obigation of seeing that the mere desire to discuss the subject on 
the floor of the House— however important and far-reaching consequences it might 
have— should not interfere as far as possible with the fixity of the day’s programme. 

l/iOAL Boabd’s Amend. Bill (Conid.) 

22nd. JANUARY Three walk-cute were staged in the Assembly to-day when 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Local Boards Act came up for discussioo. 

Moslem League members, headed by Hir A. K. M. Dehlavi, staged a walk-out as 
a protest against the Bill to-day. They were followed by Dr. Ambedkar and members of 
the Independent Labour Party who were iu turn followed by Mr. D. W. Baut and 
five members of the people’s Peasants Paity. 

Mr. G. K. Phadaks moved an asiendmeot to delete the option clause. The 
amendment was defeated by 73 votes to 38. After this Sir A. JT. M. Dehlavi made 
a brief atatemeot opposing the Bill and led all the members of the Moslem League of 
m House, 
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Dr. Afi^^Aar took exoeptioa to the term Harnan in the Bill and said that aa the 
wishes of the fndepeodent Labour Party had not been ascertained, members of hla 
party would waik-out. 

Ihouab the Premier, Mr. B. G. Kher gave the assurance that the Oovernment 
were only attempting to remove oeriain ohnoxtous features and were always prepared 
to co-operate with all parties, Dr. Amhedkar stated that the word Harijan oad now 
acquired an unwanted signifioauoe and the members of fhe party walked out as a 
protest. 

Mr. Haut and his colleagues left as a protest against the rejection by the Govern- 
ment of an amendment to the effect that there should^ be a reservation of seats for 
minorities. 

After the walk-out bv the Moslem members, the Premier explained that, though 
the Government had tried their best to accommodate the wishes of the Moslem 
league party and had offered fair and reasonable terms, they had all been turned 
down There was no jiistifioation for connecting the provisions of the Bill with the 
Communal Award. He also stated that when the principles of the Bill had been dia- 
enssed the option clause had actually been enggested by the Moslem Leagne members. 

Mr. K. M, Munehi^ Minister for Law and Order, deplored the attitnde of the 
Moslem League members. During the past two days, be said, the Government had 
tried their utmost to bring about a satisfactory agreement. 

HARijaNs' Rioizt ^to TEaiPLE-KvraY 

24th. JAUARY The Assembly to-day referred to a select committee the Bill 
introduced by Mr. K, */. Munehi^ Home Minister, seeking to remove the difflonlties 
in the way of the trustees of Hindu temples to throw open temples to harijans. Mr. 
Munshi also introduced a Bill to provide relief to small holders. 

25th. JANUARY A motion for the adjournment of the debate on the Bill to 
provide temporary relief to smtll holders of land was rejected this afternoon by the 
Assembly without a division. The mover of the motion submitted that be h^ given 
notice ot two amendments which were before the Governor awaiting sanction, and 
until His Excellency’s decision was received discussion of the Bill should not be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. iT. M, Munshi^ Home Minister, opposing the adjournment, pointed out that as 
the Bill was being referred tc a select committee all amendments could be considered by 
the committee. 

The Bill was referred to a select committee. Representatives of the ^ Moslem 
League, the Independent Labour Party and the Feasauts’ Party withdrew their namm 
as a protest against the Government’s refusal to include Mr. B. F. Paruhkar on the 
committee. 

NoN'Offigzal Resoluxions 

27th. JANUARY The Assembly passed with a minor amendment, Mr. JT. G. 
Ookhale'e resolution recommending to the Government to issne instructions to all 
Government and municipal bodies in the Presidency to insert in oontraots and agree- 
ments with suppliers of stores a clause to the effect that the suppliers ooncet oed 
shall afford every facility to Indian apprentices lor practical training in faotoriM, 
workshops and offices to enable the apprentice to acquire knowledge of the industrial 
teohuique. 

A resolution reoommeodiog the Government to grant a snffioient number of 
Bonolmhips to Mohammedan and sohedaled class students in primary and other 
sonools iu the Presidenoy was also passed. 

28lli. JANUARY Mr. J. JEf. Siddiq moved a resolution to-day recom- 
mendiim to the Government that knowledge of Moslem cultnre being essential to 

a ory Moslem in his or her daily life, the teaching of the Qtioran and Sunna should 
made oompnlsory for Moslem boys and girls in aohoola and oollegea in the • Pre- 
enoy. 

Mr. Patel (Oongreaa), moved an amendment to the effect that the reeointion should 
JO worded as to be applioable to alt religions regarding respective onlturee. 
x^e House passed a resolution moved by Mrs. Leelavati Munehi urging the 
i^pointment of a committee to investigate the causes of the widespreed unemploy- 
ment m the Presidency, and anggest measures for immediate relief. 



m tm BOUBA V USGt«LXmS ABSBMBL Y [ 

Bjr 60 to {0 Wftes tlio House rejected Hr. J. h. Jobkwalia'i resdotibii 
tM ostublisbrneiit of eiiip]o.\iiitffit bure^anx wlioso foiictioii it sboiitd be to regmar 
rigiiters of the miemployed licople in tbo Presidency and find out saitable OBiiiojr* 
neat for them* 

BMi. JANUARY :-Tbe Assembly referred tbo Money-lenders' Bill to a aelaot eon* 
adtteo. Ur. iCM» AJuH»hi\ Uome Minister, announced that (be Bill be oircolated among 
oommercial bodies, wnikcis' orgauizatiocs and others to elicit opinioiu The select 
uommittee has been uskod to suimit its teport within two mouths. 

Bomiuv JtmAt Belief Riu. 

Alb. FEBRUARY The Assembly held a twelve- hour sess'on from 11 a. m. to 
11 p« m. hniay wnb brief iutervals, to <iist>oso of the second and third readiogs of the 
Bill which provide temporary ivlici to sinali boUlerK. Ail the 6B aineDdments tabled 
by the Onp(»sitiou were defeated. The Bill providt 8 relief to holders liavitig six acres of 
irrigated land or eighreou acres of other laud. The relief is I'endii'g the introduction 
of permanent measures to deal with luiai indebteduess hy staying fur one year all 
deorees for the attachment of lands. 

A BissrxE 6r rat bessiox 

Sllu FBBRURRY :-*Tlte Council was proregued to-day after passing the Bill to 
remove oertatn disabilities of Harijans in the matter of worship in temples. 

Seven official Bills were passed by the piesent sessioo of the Assembly. The 
House, on several OtU'aainns. sat contmunudy for 12 hours. 

Of the Bills tiass< d tlmv, namely, the Local Boaic).s Bill, the Municipal Bill and 
the Bombay City Municipal Bill received the assent of the CJIovomor* 

The Money-lendois* Biil was refet red to a select committee, while the Pmbo* 
tionary Offenders* IfitI was not yet passed by tbo Upper Bousi^ 

The Temple-entry Bill was passed by both the Houses and was awaiting 
the Goveraora assent. 


Budffet Seoiion-*^BouibiiF---*2Slb. Febriutry to 6lh* May 1938 

Ki.\A.\CUL 8tA«JIENT J OK 1038-cKI 

2Sth. FEBRUARY The Budget Session of the Assembly commcuoed at Bciulw.V 
on the 2501 Febiuary. Mr. .1. B. Kt.iiur;c Minister, Bombay, presented his 

Budget estimates for 1938*a9. 

The Budget shows a deficit of Bs. 4081 lakhs, receipts being Ha. 1,209/)0 lakhs 
and expenditure Rs. 1,449.1(4 lakhs. 

The aims of the Goverument, said the Minister, bad been to give relief to the 
SmpiiVetished iiiHS8i*8 to tdiiciite the igroraut and backwaid, to relieve them from 
causes of distress which were beyond their control and to enable them, to acquire 
confidence in themsidvcs. AVbethor it was the village panobayat or fore^ laws, 
whether it was cducatioti or agriculture, whether it was anti-drink measures or the 
tobacco duty, tlio priuciptil object of the Budget was to improve the lot of the weak 
and to strengthen thorn in their struggle for a better life. The Government oouid 
not mint new rupees or .print new currency notes. All the money they could get 
was by readjustment .and by socli taxation as only tonofaed the podkets of those 
who could afford to pay. 

Mr. Lathe extuHsted an additiooJ sum of Rs. 8 lakhs tKs. 5 lakhs from the new 
elc.triofty duty and Hi. 3 lakhs from the amendment of Stamp Duty). He stated 
that the Government were inquiring iuto the question of further taxation of the 
Western India Turf Club and the allied question of regulating the affidrs of the 
club in the ioteiest of the puhlie. Though the inquiries were inoomplete, the Govern- 
ment expeoted to get nearly Bs. 3 lakhs as revenue from this source. 

The retail sales tax on tobacco, and the eubaoced tobacoo-licenoe fee in Bombay 
and the urban areas were expected to bring in an additional Bs. 1 lakh thus making 
a total of B**. 12 Ixkhs of add:tiouai revenue, which would be spent as fuilo^ : 
E-iucstion, Ks. 8.01.0001 prohibition Be. 1,50.000, agrioulture and oo*operatioo Bs. 
1^.000, industries Bs. 20,000 and ayurvedio and unanl education Bs. 20/X)0. 




1^ THE BOMBAt LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ BOKBit- 

Moatbiy Tobacco Bill went through its second and third readings in the Assembly 
Sir 4^ JM. K, Ikhlavi^ leader of the Opposition, opposed the third •reading of 
the BiBAnd' declared that the attitude of the Government was notone of '*beg, borrow 
orateel, bat give ns money .’* 

Mr. Jamnadat Mthia also opposing *the Bill said that the Government did not 
BIsoiose the purpose for which the tax was being levied. 

Mr. Hdrarji Deaai^ Revenue Minister, refuted the charge that the Government 
were flouting the opinion of the Opposition. The Government were only carrying out 
the programme oo which they entered office, and no member of the Opposition could 
with iu^tilioation say that the Government should not carry out its programme when- 
ever helpful suggestions were made by the Opposition, the Government always accept- 
ed them. 

Beplying Mr. 4. B. Lathe. Finance Minister, warned the Inamdare that, nnleaa 
they justified their existence in the present society, their days of possessing alienated 
Janas were numbered. Mr.'.i/ahuyant (Poona) desired to know what the Government 
expected of the Inamdare. Mr. ^tone (Enropean) advised the Inamdare not to walk 
into the web woven by the Government. The Finance Minieter declared that what 
he said to the Inamdare was as a friend and not as a believer in the theory that 
none should have private property. 

Vonxo ON Gudobt Demands 

101b. MARCH The Assembly after two days’ debate voted the, demand for a 
grant of Ra. 61 iakhs onder general administration. Sir 4. M. K. Dehalvi^ the 
Leader of the Opposition, asked the Government to administer the province in the 
interest of all and not in the interest of the 0)ngress only. Mr. Jamnadae Mehta 
declared that the Opposition was disappoinred that the Government had failed to fulfil 
their election plHdges. The replying, pleaded guiiry to the charge if it meant 

that the Government were giving effect to projects which were dear to the hearts 
of the Congress Governments. 

lllh. MARCH : — An assurance that the taxpayers’ money would not be spent on 
Congress propaganda was given by Mr. K. M. Munehi^ Minister for Law and Order, 
in the Assembly to-day when replying to the debate raised by Sir A, Dehlavi on the 
propMod volunteer organisation to be set up in the Presidency. 

When Mr. Munehi moved tor a grant or Rs. 133.66.030 for the Police D^aitment, 
Sir A. Dehlavi moved a cut motion seeking the deletion of the provision of Rs. 25,000 
for starting a volunteer organiz.ition. 

Sir 4. Dehlavi said that at a time when there was no emergency or any internal 
disorders, such as the country had witnessed a few years ago, there shonld be no need 
for the proposed organisation. He asserted that the oposition rightly feared that 
this move formed part of one of the many attempts made by the Congress to farther 
its own propaganda. Mr. S, H. supported the cut motion and said that he 

had his own doubt as to how the organisation would be utilised. The Government 
might freely utilize the force for breaking up stiikes and other political and economio 
demonstrations with which the Government did not sympathize. 

Mr. Munehi said there was oo intention whatsoever on the part of the Government 
to spend taxpayers’ money on a C mgress volunteer crops. Nor was it the intention 
of the Government to place the force under a private agency. The proposed volunteer 
force would form part and parcel of the police force. The prime object was .to help 
the police in times of emergency and, secondly, to associate the citizens in the work 
of maintaining civic peace. The proposed scheme had been welcomed by the general 

S blio and the Government of India themselves had sponsored a similar scheme some 
le ago. The object was, as explained in the Government of India resolution, *^for 
the iooession of strengtlwand exploiting tho educational value and co-operation of the 
public with a view to enoonraging the civic sense.” the recruitment to the volunteer 
orginisation would be made by the police authorities in the same wajy as police ro- 
oruitment The men of the crops would be contitolled and drilled by toe police. The 
details of the soheme were not yet complete. The Inspector-General ol Polios was 
being oonsnlted and the Government would shortly publish the rules and regulations 
goveroiog the rocmitment and oondnet of the members of ibe proposed organization. 
The cut motion was defeated by an overwhelming majority. 

12lh. MARCH Speaking on a cut motion in respect of the mnt for Bombay 
CSty Polios in the Assembly to-day Mr. K. M. Munehi^ Homo Minister, appealed to 
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the House not to faring in coxnniunal considerations so far as the police were ooaoern- 
ed. He said the only oonsideratioo for the police was efficient^. He added that 
compared with the police force in other faig cities of India, the mmfaay force was 
undermanned. ^ Besides, many people did not realise that Bombay had Its own nnddr- 
world— insufficiently controllod— composed of classes of people who committed erery 
sort of crime. It was. therefore, necessary to maintain a big police force. 

Sir A, M. K, Dehlavi^ who moved the cut motion, said that, whilst melnfaers from 
other minority communities had a fairly good representation in the police force, 
Moslems lagged behind. The cut motion was declared Igsi. 

"The gramophone is ce* tainly an instrument which «ofiietimes leads to a terrible 
nervous breakdown. Sometime ago 1 was disturbed every morning by my neighbours,*' 
said Ml*. IC, Munshi, opposing another cut motion, moved to raise a debate on restric- 
tions on city restaurants. 

The Opposition urged the Government to remove the restrictions imposed on res- 
tnarants situated in the mill areas over opening and closing time and also over the 
playing of music. 

14Ui. MARCH Mr. Javinadas Mehta moved a cut motion (Rs. 100) in the 
Assembly to-day when the irrigation grant came up for discussion. He drew 
the attention to the need for incorporating in the Budget a brief balance sheet of 
vai’ious irrigation s< hemes every year. 

Mr. Jl/. F. ISnrie^ Minister for Public Works, said that the Government had no 
intention to conceal any facts in the Budget and that they would do everything to go 
into the details ol' irrigation schemes within a resonable time, whereupon the motion 
was withdrawn. 

15th. MARCH Mr. M. Y. Minister of Public Works, moved for a grant* 

of Rs. 32,510,00 under tho head Irrigation. The demand was passM by 68 votes to 41. 

Mr. Jamnadaa hkhta^ on behalf of the Opposition, contested the piuvision of Rs. 
12,500^00 for various schemes of irrigation and public works on the ground that when 
definite schemes were ready, the Governmeut could ask for supplementary grants. At 
present there were no definite schemes. 

Mr. Nurie^ replying, said that there was a possibility of famine breaking out in 
certain districts if the Government's schemes were hindered by refusal of the demand. 

22nd. MARCH That a member who has been hitherto speaking in English can 
speak in any other language provided he feels he can express himself better in that 
lauquage was tho ruling given by Mr. Mavalankar, the Speaker, to-day, 
while a cut motiou to discuss the road construction policy of the Goverament 
was under consideration. 

Mr. All Bahadur Khan h.igau’ to speak in Urdu. The Speaker desired to know 
if tho member proposed to speak in future in Urdu. Mr. Khau replied that ha 
<.ould express himself better in Urdu so far as the subject under consideration was 
concerned. A member raise 1 a point of order regarding a previous ruling that anyone 
who hofl once spoken in Kuglish could not speak in any other Indian language. 

Tho speaker said that recently a ruling on the matter had been given by the 
Speaker of the United Provinces Assembly and also by Speakers of other Provincial 
A.ssGmblies, permitting members who had hitherto spoken in English to speak in 
any other langiiau*. Tliougli he was not bound by tuose rulings ho that he 
should coQsidor the whole question afresh and give a final ruling in the matter. 
Meanwhile, he allowed Mr. Khau to speak in Urdu. 

24lb. MARCH Discussion on demands for further grants were taken up by the 
Assembly to-day. Tho amounts asked for in connexion with expenditure on ednoatnm, 
medical relief, agriculture, co-operative societies, industries, etc. having been mreMy 
voted upon, the Premier, Mr. B, G. Kher^ rose to move under eduoatioo, a further 
grant for 8.92 lakhs. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta raised a point of order as to whether a 
supplomcutary gruot could be moved at this stage. He ^reed that it could be moved 
provided it was a very important item omitted in the Budget or was urgent, and 
ask(^ what was tho urgency ’.a the present case. - .j 

The Speaker ruled that neither the Chair uor the House was competent to decide 
and sit in judgment over a matter which had been considered argent by the Governor. 

25th. MARCH Tho Assembly to-day passed tho demand for grant of Rs. 
C(l,l4,000 under tho head “Tiand Revenue.” 

IS 



m HIE COMBAT LEOISLATITE A8SEKBLT | mbbat-- 

ibr, «/« AT. Jllft^irnfa JHiovBd a%ttt ib of iDSuJBoieDey 

for lilljB .lBfd»or.«xaff In Mie dc|iartme&t« llo Ai^ciiirea that i^ently vlmn he « 
ito|iint|rtii» the Frmier, ho l»ieii«el*l;o cohdedc that tliu H fhc peoaa 
be rpieed. , Mr. B* O- JCher, 'if peraonal viewi He did net ic^ 

floiit Goiverniaont to that, near poiut because the anattei' was for the Finance 
poitonent 1to <ta^ The cut motloa was lost. 

Mt. JawmadoM BSthtu movetl a eat motton to diaonss ^^profiteering by Gofserniaent 
in the rate ol interest charged to oukirarors.** He said tiiat Govemmcat gave loana 
to ouHivatera At the rate of (1 |ier cent, wbile they raised loans at S per cent. 

The iteventt 4 Atuiigier suted tliat when He ter>k office he found that liis bands 
bad been tied b^Xr. Jamnadas Mehta, who before Jrins belt! t^he pertfoHo of Fiasace 
end Benenu^ Tbe out motion was iKessed to a division and iost 

Mr. 8. K HsrnfeAnr moved a cut moHda to disenss measures to be taken for 
bringing under cnJtivarion private waste lands. On an assuranco by Blr. Morarji Desai, 
HeVenub Minister, the tnbttoti was withdrawn. 

Guttlotine was atiplied and all the^demasds were put to vote and carried. 

AMu MARiCH —Party bitterness catne Into play in th^ Assembly to-day tvlh'^n 
the OjpposkioB moved a cut in the public works demand and i liarnLtori/ce<l the build- 
ing of a r* -ad to Haripura, duiing tlio ConjjTess session, as “political nepotism.*’ 
Trfsasu^ Benches ia their turn accused the Opposition of attempts to *'poisoa the 
minds of members.” 

lit. Abdul Latif ifazrflt Khan, who mov»?d the cut. calb‘d the exj i nditun? of 
Bs. 50,000 on the road as **misn«eof money.*’ Tio? <iovt*itini**nf, b * soi l, luid iirroni**! 
to the repair of the road to Hariptira in preference to roa-ls which ii*M'.Jcd •rroater 
attention. Bir A. M. K, D*-hia vi fviXd that as tin Congress ciaimed to ivpieseut all 
shades of tmlttical opinion he would like to know if the Congress would have s| eut so 
much of the tax*psyer8 money in constructing a roa*l if it was in couiresion with a 
Moslem League session. He characteriziHl the const niction the i<ad as great 
Bcaodab’* Mr. o*. Foft'f (Congress) said that the Government had every justification 
for incurring the expenditure as it was on the priuciide of *yreatrsr good for the 
greatest number.” If such assemblages took place ontler the nuspico.s of the Moslem 
League the Cc ogress Goverossent was bound to spend money in order to safeguard 
publio health. Mr. C, P. Bramble (Euro|ieHn) termed the oxiMn iituie on the road 
^politicM nepotism” and asked the Government to avoid such iiKlulgetice lb future 
as that was the surest way to break the Cmgress organisation and the shortest way 
to bring the Congress Governtaent into disrepute. 

Mr. Alibdkadur Khan (indettendent) said that the opposition had no conception 
of the problem which confiontcd the Governin«mt. regarding the Congress session. 
He did not think that it was up to 8ir A* AL K* Bchlavi, fender of a communal part3% 
to speak lb the name of democracy. 

Mr. Korarji Oeaat^ Revenue Minister, said that tiie opposition, finding that tho 
Congress was growing in strength had become uncomfortable and desperate. Tlioy 
weio therefore trying to ”ooriupt’* the minds of the members of the House. Other- 
wise how could one justify such misrepresentntian as hod been made ? Huge 
gatherings of people were being emptied into the Madlii station by numerous special 
trains and these had to be . taken to Haripura through road. It was the elementary 
duty of the Government to provide a tuit^le.road and see that noacciiients occurred, 

Mr. K. Mi, Miunski^ Minister for law and order, declared that it was the duty of 
every government, no matter which party was in power, to afford all possible facili- 
ties tu the public* whenever there was ' a large gathering. The United Frovinees 
Goverainont had spent money in making, arrangeniimts f<>r the Mumhha Mela. ^Can 
that be called poUticai nePbtism,” he askol. He refuted the suggestion that the Congress 
WAS merely a party and said that the annual sessions of the Congress were nsUonal 
gatherings. If Haripnni had decided otherwise than what it did, there would have 
been a revointtoo in the country. The opposition might be honest The ^little 
freedom** that they enjoyed to-day was because of the Congress. 

Mr. Mi, Y, NuHer winding up the delmte, regretted that the debate had been carried 
on .pbrty lines without much reference to Uie issue before the House. Any Oovern- 
meot Woithy of its name was bound to inenr the expenditure the present Oovemment 
hid dme. The cat motion was rejected by 78 votes to 43. 





MiniwflM iAfc PemgmtB Akuni. 'ttu' 

Ovmim n wai MgMdV d» ««af «i« oMniiiiffi fST^wSoB 
Uiunlt. IGhdtor Bill alMtiva mtMUttdMi kj' ibmos o< nt(K«afi« Ul Hatt^Snl. 
Iw [gl««l ti> H*ri]aaa, bMkward tribM ud wonua, wb«r«««t ■lainry. BaufTitim 
M Mttt «fll W te pmiliitlto baak AIm, ttam . aritt Ita m^fMaWw fiffag aftta It; 
Mtiam .toi daoida ftr tbeaiaalati arhaOMir tiNar »«aHitaa jaint ajaatarttaa ajtr.. 
Miauatoalapton^ tba Htaiatar M«itad ;;aBt tba jitfitiot^ ainqr 

tha rlgiit af Modtma to litftr aanivta alaeitraliA ttr tta Beat tiaN to Bur a«to> 
titattoitol Uator)' ol ladto an attamato *aa batej^S Bm to daalan tor « 
ntotandua »hat kind ot eiaatortoalt datind. Iw MHbttm rawpanto fliiinraiat 
fto Bariiaaa aronid ka agalatt B>e apfarit nada^ng Bin Bwat pMl. Jolat ^aaknratoBt 
ha addaiL'waald bring higher and wdcwatd aaataa alonat t^aBiar and alto oath 
awBtoMMdiam and ioatnr a nattotod apiatt. 

flat KARCH A. M. DMant (iatdae a( iha Qpiwaltiaa), anmaad ,B» apBan 
daaaa and aansidared it an the fduo and Bit vaw’ aa«kiM to wianamK tot 
OMtoinaal Awaid. Itr. AW BokiMur Kkm anaaortod tha Bill tnajgpraiaad aarwiaa 


at tot Laagoa membare* atBu^ toaratda Bia BUI, and added : ‘Ibaiaaii Lii^ an 
hwg aa Biajr tamain ooouanaal aan nattr rola anf anatoaa atan if toar trait BU 
Dooinsdiiya” 

Btrllar, toe honaa waaed Bia fliit mdlngaf the Bid aaeUagto rag^ator ton aamaa 
tit all praeUBanara el tJnaai and AgvrtaiUo ayatona ad l aed i eina and aafanad the BUI 
to a Salaat Oaauaittaa. 


Bad. Amt aaaeaaaiaa dltWana, tit aatong to ^ttotory tor tha Bavannaat 
and a «alk>oat bg 20 aambats at tha lloalaai t aag n a .Barty traia the toatoraajd Bia 
diagnaaiaa toAig an tha drat and aaqaad raaAngi at BwlBiU to aa a nd Bw Iwab^ 
MankdpaWaa Aot lha BiU pravidea tor toa aMuBna at naminattoa and totniMiaa 
at toiat elaetorataa with reaertatioit at aaata ta aa a Mea t wn ■dneritiaa and an aptton to 
toa IlnalaM to daelara to favanr at jaint alaatonuM whantorar Bwy detora to da ta. fha 
llaaltm taagnaurartomtarlj, aaagu toa dalaBaa of Bn aptton atanaa for ton Baaiaaia, 
.Bdr jLmTkT DMemt atotod But aa an oKNaaiion at Bn laiwihnant at toa 
atBtada at Bie O aearn to ant to not aaaaadiag to we ainaara attoopto at hia partg to 
aaoan dah^ of tha olaoaaL hia pator woaid «alk<aat of toa Sawa. Iha pitmiet, 
m. JL O. Oar, ragnittod that it van art ptoailila far tha OavanuMut to anat iha 
paM af aiavof theMaatoto Ltmla Ml vtotodr. ^ ^ ^ 

Menaaton an tha aaoand taadtog had not aonatadad when too Banaa adjonraal 

Bwanm Itoaram-Mn Kumsad 
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; FuMiiT EoiroAtiON Auind. Biu< 

BSffA APRIL Ibe qaestion who was more honest, the ednoated or the tin- 
ednoated, arose to-day when the BiH to amend the Bombay Primary Eduoation Aot 
was disonssed. The question arose out of an amendment by Mr. 8. JB. Jhabwala 
who snegested that there should be more persons experienced iuVeduoation on the 
sobool boards to be constituted in every district. Mr. O. Aforg opposed the amend- 
ment, as this would bar minorities getting due representation. He said that experience 
had ^own that educated people were more disbouest and what was required on tlie 
school boards was honesty aud sincerity. Mr. B, K. Gaikwad was also opposed to the 
amendment. Kx|)erieuce*of the working of the school boards, he said, showed that 
uneducated had done more earnest work in the spread of education than the educated 
members. Mr. O. A*. Phadke strongly refuted the suggestion that educated peoplo 
were dishonest. Mr. /?. B, Thorat opposed tho amendmont and said that men like 
Bivaji, though not much educated, were leaders of men. Mr. 8» If* Jhabwala^ in 
replying, said that referring to Sivaji was as bad as the Premier quoting Mr. Gandhi. 
It was deplorable, he said, that a controversy should have been started as to who 
was more honesr, educated or the uneducated. 

Mr. B. G. Kher, the Premier, accepted tJie amendmont on behalf of the Govern- 
ment. If education, he said, meant the growth of dishonesty then the^ouse would 
do well to drop the llill, as the measure was meant to spread education. Tho Premier 
acknowledged that some of the uneducated members of the school boards bad done 
immense service and would continue to do so, but that should not mean that men 
with educational experience should not be members of the .school board. The umend- 
ment was carried without a division. 

2Sth. APRIL The House discussed to-day the clause in tho Primary Education 
Bill disqualifying certain persons from becoming members of school boards. Mr. S. L* 
Karandikar (Democratic Swaraj Party), moved an amendment seeking to debar 
members of the provincial legislature from the school boards. He wanted this rule 
to apply to alltFparties, including the Congress, aud asked tlie Congress members to bo 
true to their pl^ge. 

The Speaker askve an opportunity to M'*.- Karandikar to withdraw bis remarks but 
he refused to withdraw them. The Speaker then announced that with great regret he 
bad to ask the member to withdraw from the HousOi Mr Karandikar withdiow for 
the day. The House rejected the amendment. 

Bomday City Police Amend. Dill 

Consideration of the Bill to amend the City of Bombay Police Act, with a view 
to controlling; effectively the movements of goondas and hoo]igau.>, was postponed till 
the next day so that members of the Government and the Opposition could meet to- 
getlier and come to an understanding in regard tc the details of the measure. 

Mr. K, M, Jh/unshi, Home Minister, moving the first reading of the Bill, assured 
the House that the measure was iutended to deal only with undesiraMo peisons. 

26Ui. APRIL On the motion of the Home Minister. Mr. A*, if* Munshi, con- 
sideration of the Bill to amend the City Police Act was postponed for another day. 

Nearly 63 amendments had been tabled to the Dill. Di. B, R. Ambedkars amend- 
ment wanted that tho measure should be in o];eratiou only during emergencies like 
communal riots. Mr. Jnmnadae Mehta's amendment sought that tho Act itself shall 
be in force only till the last day of the next session of the Assembly. Mr. 8* V* 
Parulekar wanted tliat the Bill shall remain in force only till December, 1938. 

Hie Minister stated that there were several amendments and ho and the leaders of 
the varioos parties had yet to discuss a few more amendments b'. fore the linai deci- 
sion ooold be communicatod to the House. 

27tii. APRIL Mr. K. M* Muna^t, Home Minister, announced to-day that as a 
result of discussions, the Oovernment had accepted Dr. B. R. Ambedkars amend- 
ment seeking to restrict the scope of the Bill only to deal with communal disturbances. 

Mr. y unski described how communal riots had become an annual feature in the 
city and how the people were at the mercy of hooligans. Unless the Government had 
enough power they could not deal adequately with hooligans. 

Dr. Amhedkar^ moving his amendment, agreed that the hooligan element was tho 
real danger to the peace of the city, and therefore the Government should be support- 
ed in their attempt to suppress hooliganism. 
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Sir A, M. K, Dehlavu Losldcr of tho Moslem Leacfue Party, opposed tho sseasuro 
and chai’acterized tho safo.miards as ratMO eyewash. Ho was surprisod that Conf^ress 
which had boon fightiuij lor civil liberty should como forward with siicli a measure. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta opposed tho measiiro on the Kioiiud tliat it Was too drastic 
and militated ajrainst tho liberty of the citizens. Mr. Ali IJahadur Khan, siipportinj:, 
said that those who Lad opposed the measure liai not m.ide anv coiisiiuciivo siu'gos- 
tioD to meet tho situatiou. Air. A. if. (Lea^.ue) opposed the Bill. 

Tho House accepted Dr. Ambodkar’s ahiendmei^t . and passed the liist reading; oC 
tho Bill by 73 to 20 votes. On the 30tli. Vpril the : A.‘ ' .'mhly passed Iv 00 vote, to 
15 the third reading of tho Bill. 

BoMn.;Y liACLs Lickssin . Amlnu. Dili. 

2nd. MAY;— The Assembly pass»?d all the lliive readings uf the Pill to amend 
tho Bombay Races Licensing Act of 1*112. The measuic souglit to v\oav all doubts 
regarding the Government's right to impose conditions in errantin-.: a lietni-c. 

Introducing the Bill, Mr. AT. 1/. Mtinshi, Horae Minister, said tint the Roval 
Westeru India Turf Club was a joint-stock i^ompany with 3!^ morabers. controllnig 
tho affairs of tho Club. It received largo sums of money to encourage India-bred 
horses but tho past experience showed that the Club had‘ not carried out this task 
satisfactorily. The majority of jockeys were imported from An.tialii or L'ng!an«l. 
Only four per cent of tho L’s. 17 lakh.s stake money was allotti I to Indian horses. 
The Government, therefore, had opened negotiations with the Turf C'iuh wirli a view 
to seeking that proper encoiiragoment was given to Indian horses. Tlicsc negotiations 
were almost complete but the (loverumeut had brought forward the miMsurc t(' clear 
ail doubts regarding the Governmeut's rights to impose conditions in grunting a 
license. Messrs. S.H. Jhahwalla and Ali Bahadur Khan .Kiipportini the measure. 

Mr, Mnmhi, replying to the debate, said that the iit>vcinmenr hud \>teti guivle«l 
by two priiKMiiles in bringing forward the measure, uarooly, to rectify the mistako 
of (ho Turf club in not encouraging India-bred horses and sccin,’ that the major 
portion of tho Club’s money was spent in India. 

Phimauy Euucaxiok Amexp. Bill 

The Hou.se earlier pas.sed the Bill to amend the Primary Eilncution Act by 5S votes 
to 12. Mr. i.//. Siddiqui had moved an amendmeut to the t Ifcct that the •jiti^run .should 
be taught to Moslem boys and girls if the Moslems of the locality so desired. 

Bir A. AT. Dehlavii supporting the amendment, said that if Government wanit'd to 
ctiforco compulsory education they ought to take up the question of rciigio.is educa- 
tion seriously. 

Mr. B. 6, Kher, the Premier, said that if the parents of the pupils hc!ou;;ing to 
the various communities wanted separate religious education, tho Govot mueiit would 
have to provide religious education of seven or eight different typos. Be referred to 
Turkey where the gttoran was not taught in village schools. The State provided only 
secular education and even in an Islamic country like Turkov there was uo provisiou 
for religious education by the State. Tho amendment was lost without divi^it ii. 

Bomday Muxicipal Amend. Bill 

3rd. MAY The first and second readings of a Bill to amend tho B.itnliay Muui- 
nicipal Act was passed in the Assembly to-day. 

The measure sought to introduce adult franchise in 1042. nh )lirion of nomination 
to^ the statutory committees of the Corporation, reduct imi of salarit‘s to certain 
officials of the Corporation and the redistribution of the city ward!?. 

There was goneral support for the mc.isure from all sectious of the House though 
two members opposed it as they coasidered the introduction of adult franchise premature. 

Two amendments seeking to reserve two seats in tlio Corporation for tho Bombay 
Municipal Workers’ Union and the All-India Trade Uuiun Congress were defeated. 

4lli. MAY -All amendment to tho effect that adult franchise should be introduced 
only when the Municipal Corpuratiou decided in favour of it by a two-thirds majority 
was thrown out. Anotiior amendmeut by Mr. Paruickar^ that adult franchise ScT 
iMtroduc(*d in ID.'U) instead of 1242, was al.so lo.st. 

Mr. Ismail Chnndritji^r (.Moslem League) said that Moslem Leaguers were not 
oppo.sed to the prinoiplo of adult frauehise. They were only afraid they would not 
get proper represeutatioii, Furtliei’, a large uiimbor of Moslem women would rwi 
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recoil tbeir votes. If, Jiovrevtir, tbe Goveroaoiit g«vo adeguato iilegttii^a bjf whkh 
Mosleni interests troald «ot suffer, the teague party would sttpport the neasofu. 

Idr. 8, k, Paiii opOos^ the ameaduieiit. Be said that in the ioteirfwts of the 
aasscs the Btate must lutroduee adult franohise. ’ 

The Hoo. Mr. L» M. PmiUr Minister Ibr Looal ffeif-Governmeut, deolated that if 
adok fraochtse was iatrodeoed, the real tepreseotatives of the people would be in 
charge of the civic administration. The Geveroment had taken the greatest care to 
see that the interests ox the minorities were not adversely affected. 

Sih. MAY :^The Bill to emend the Bombay Manlcipal Act passed throiwh aU the 
stages in the Assembly toniey. An amendment fixing the maximum salary of muhloipal 
officials to Bs. 500 was lost Mr. 6L if. who moved the smendnent, said 

that the. Ministry should apply the same princkde ^ which they are nided with 
regard to salaries. Mr. JUMf. Patif^ Minister for Loeat Self-Government, said that while 
he appreciated tiie sentiments expressed by Mr. Jbabwsla he Conld not eapeot the 
permanent servants to be guided by the same principle and spirit of service which 
^^uided the Ministers. He hoped, however, that auoh a time would graduMly come. 

Gufiiv BuenzenY for Vomoxb 

etii. MAY :*-The degaston of the Bombay Government to eleotrifv the mrel areea 
was reiterated by Mr. M, K. Merte, Minister for Public Works, spedung ou a Govern* 
ment resolution in the Assombly to-day. 

TJic resolution referred to the utiKzing of the fiadghat Dam lor generating electri- 
city which will be suj»| lied to the villages in Loaada, Goveroment House m Fcona 
and the Yervada umtral Jail. Mr. Nwrie added that the Government were oonsi* 
*icriiig the question of utilizing the irrigation ^taiF* water for the prodaotion of 
uiectrio eueirgy. The Government were auxions. to make the cultivators eleotridty- 
minded by supplying them with power at cheap rates. The resolution #as passed. 

Feu. Tiaix ii4W CousGXs 

Another resolution to convert the part-time Law Collega in Bombay into a whole- 
time one was also carried by the Assembly. 

speaking on the resolution Mr. B. G. Kker^ the Premier, said that In the interssts 
of the legal profession and society, sttideots should tske to the study of law more 
seriously than they had done hitherto. An expert committee which the Government 
appointed .some time ago, examined the question of legal education. The Committee 
iiad reported rliat the profession waa overcrowded and also in certain cases the 
standard of ieg^t practice had gone down. 'J1)e Goveroment hoped to remedy the 
evils to some extent by converting the part-time institution into a whole-time one. 

The Uonse also approved of an expenditoro of Rs. 72,000 for carrying on research 
and ex|>erimonts in tlio artificial silk industry. 

A Resume of xue Session 

The Assembly sat continuously from January 11 with a fortnight's break during 
the ilaiipura Congress, tsud passed several important legislative measure* 

In connexion with the Government's new programme, some of the most important 
Bills passed by tlie session rust prorogued were a Bill to amend the Primary Education 
Act, a Bill regarding the Bombay Munioipality, ooe abont Indtanisation of race- 
courses ill Bcml'iiy, and another designed specially to deal with communal riots. It 
liasKcd the Cr«m*i'umeut 4 t^!ution about the electrilioalion of the rural area, a full 
time law college, and experiments in artificial silk. 



Pirpcc^iiigs of the Bombay Council 

JiUHMrr SsmUm— Bomlwy— 13tlt Jarnui^ t» Sth. Febniray )ft3a 

MX. ^***^?y Legislative Coiibcll commenced at Itomlmy on 

Jeauory 1*30. The Connoil pa^ed witlioot division, the Premier/lfr. B. 0* 
JCher*t motion against the introduction of Federation and adjoumed till Jaanary 17. 

XJirBMPLonitivT Ehquibt Commxttfjs 

^17tli. XUfUARY ipThe resolution of Mr. J. P. S, Joghi recommending to the 
Government the appointment of a oommittee to inquire into the problem of unem* 
pio^raent among the middle and lower olaaaea, was passiMl in the Oonncil thie afternoon. 

Xmve was aim granted to Mr. JoMt to introdneo a Bill to reguUte the rents of 
premises in the Presidency. 

Coanranaim of Ttnas 

8M. JANU^Y :*-^he Oouncil to-day passed without division the re- 
solmion moved by Mr. B. G. JCher, Premier, that the conferring of titles, bononrs of 
titular distinotiona on any person in the provinoe by the King or the Oovernor- 
Qeneral be discontinued. 

Local Boabd’b Bill 


38th. JANUARY Ftr Jirahim CurrsMoy, Leader of the Moslem Losguo group 
in the Counoil, whose amendment for the deletion of the optional etanso in the 
Local Boards Bill was thrown out without a division yesterday, walked out of the 
House followed by two other members of tiie League Party, immediatelv the House 
re-assembled after tea to-day. The clause sought to give the Moslem coustitaeueiea t be 
option between joint and separate electorates. 

6ir Ibrahim Currimbhoy, in a short statement to the Council, declared that the 
passing of this amendment was against the policy of the League, and the only 
way in which his party could mark its protest was by walking out. 

The amendment of Mr. M, R, Mahajaa for joint eleotorates without the optional 
clause, was also lost without a division. The Oonncil later passed tho third I'eading 
ot the Bill. 


Small Landholders’ Reliep Bill 

4ih. FEBRUARY In the Councrl to-day, an attempt made by a member to 
postpone consideration of tho Bill to give relief te small landholders was r^eeted by 
13 votes to dt a. demonstratien of ^ Saoatanists was held in front of the Oouncil 
Chamber tc-day. 

The Sanatanists, shouting slogans, desired to see the Premier, in connection with 
the Temple^Entry Bill, but as Mr. B, O. Kher was not present, the procession moved 
off to the Secretariat IHie demonstrators, however, disporsed without seeing Mr. Kher. 


Sth. FEBRUARY The Council was prorogued to-day after passing tho Bill to 
remove certain disabilities of harijans in the matter of worship in temples. 


Budget SeMion — Bombay — Sth- March to 6lh. May 1338 

Financial Statement for 1038-39 

“Tho questioii> of alienated lands is at present under the considerrtion of Jhe 
Government, ^oae in possession of such lands will have to give better iustinoation 
for the ooDtinned possession of them than the mere fact that their forefamers 
the land& or rendered certain services to tho Government, said, Mr. A. B. Jjathr^ 
Finuee Minister, in presenting the Budget to the Coimcil t^dny. 

It was essential, he added, that inamdars sbonld think in terms of 
they were rendering to the present structure of spoi^y, and he hoped that they 
consider how best to servo the public. If not, the Ooveromont would have to 
bring in legislation to impose some bnrden on those who possossod alienatea lanus. 
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THE BOUBAI liEGISUIIVE ASBEHBLT *i combay- 

Discussion or Budgei 

7th. MARCH :-^TIio ucccHsify of a nnitod front against tlio imt»osi(ion of tlic 
Federal Scheme was stressed by Sir Vurrimbho^ Ibrahim (Moslem League), in tlio 
course of the disenssion on tho itudget. 

The SQggestkm was also made Ihnt 4he Proviuoiai Goj^erument should go to tlie 
i^eral Court to get the qaesHon of the sales tax settled, with a view to raising 
ioRDS to meet the expense to ho incurred to flnanco the vai ioos schemes. 

*10ih. MARCH :-^he CounoH to-day after ono hour’s sitting, passed all tlio 
stages of the Bombay Fiaanco Bill. The Bill provides for an enhancement of electric 
duty and stamp duty. 

S&PAiUTB Province roK EaRNAiAK 

ISth. APRIL:— Tlio ' Council to«>day passed without a division a rosolution advoca- 
ting the separatioQ of Kamatak on tlie sumo lines as that passed by the Assembly. 

Accepting the resofntion on belmif of the Government, Mr. A. B. Lathe, Ftiianco 
Minister, said that the best argument in .support of the resolution was that if they 
wanted true responsible government to come into existence, the language used by 
the people outside should be the ^me as that used by members inside the legislature. 
Beferring to a harbour and railway for Karnatak, tbo Ministor pointed out. that these 
were subjects which would not come into the bands of Karuatuk even after separa- 
tion as they were matters for the Government of India to decide. He added that 
^ere wonld be better vohanoes of seourtng these if Karnatak remained a part of 
Bmbay rather than as a small separate province. Ho hoped the Bombay Govern- 
ment’s acceptance of the resolution would induce the Government of India to 
institute the uccessaiy enquiries. 

Stock Exciuxce 

On the Premiers (Mr. B. G, Kher^s) assurance that the Government wore con- 
templating legislation on the Morrison Committee's i*ecommendations regarding the 
Bombay Stock Exchange, Professor 8. B. Davar withdrew his resolution urging tliat 
the Committee’s recommendations be put into effect. Mr. Kher added that such of 
the recommendations as did not involve legislation had been already pat into ofteut 
by the Government. 

I.vDiAN Lunacy Act Am£.\d. Bill 

25tb. APRIL:— The Council to-day passed all the three readings of tho Dill to 
amend tho Indian Lunacy Act as ^sed by the Assembly. 

BoN-ornaAL Bills 

26th. APRIL Two non-official Bills were considered by the Connoil to-day. 
A Bill moved by Mr. 8, C. Joahi to regniate rents of promises in the presidency 
was lost without division. Tho object of the measure was to secure relief to the 
working and middle classes. Professor 8, B. Davar, and Mr. B. Karanjia 
opposed the Bill. 

Mr. L. M, Patil, Minister for I/)cal Bolf-Govarnmont, stated that/tho Government 
iiad already appointed a committee to inquire into the question df rents and they 
would not take any action in the matter nntii tho committee bad reported. The 
motion for the first reading was lost without division. \ 

Another Bill by Mr. Joshi to provide for the grant of annual leave with pay to 
certain classes of women woikers in industries was withdrawn. 

Mr. Morarji Desai, Revenue Minister, explaining the Government's position said 
Uiat they were doin^vervthiitg possible to carry out their declared policy of giving 
as many facilities m labour as possible. They, however, do not want to kill an 
industry by overburdening it. Further, the Govornmoat intended to bring iegislatioii 
regarding pay for employees in case of leave due to sickness. Leave with pay 
duiing sickness was more urgent than holidays with pay. In view of tlio Oovern- 
meut’s assorauce Mr. Jeshi withdrew the Bill. 

OKFiciAir Resolution's 

6th. MAY Tho Council {laased to-day all tbo tbreo (lovcrnmont resolutions 
passed by tbo Assembly -about the electriticatioTi of tbo rural area, a full timo law 
collf'ge, and experiments in artifictal silk. The House was ihen proroijtted. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Sewion— Calcutta— 7th. February to 8 th. April 1338 

With a largo contingent of police guaFiling all the approaches of (ho Assemhiy 
House, the Bengal Logislativo Assemhiy commciicua its hiiilgci session at Galculta nii 
(he Tib. February 1938 witli a very large ationdiincc of mein hers. In contiaKt, tlio 

g alleries were sparsely occupied. The House a^ljourncd till the lu'xt day after half an 
oar’s sitting. The Finance Alinistcr ,pro.sent(M) tliu su|.p!(>mcutary budget estimates for 
current year amounting to Rs. 3,42,(w of which Rs. i)8,0tX) weie votabie. 

Munioipalisation of 'Electric Bcim’ly 

'8tb. FEBRUARY By 132 votes to 80 the Ileiisu defeated today the adjouromeut 
motion of Mr. Jaialuddin Hashemy to discuss the situation arising Out of the refusal 
of the Government to accord sanction to the Corparuiiun of Calcutta to esorciso its 
option in (purchasing such pai'ts of the Electric Supply umlei takrngs as lay within the 
Municipal limits of Calcutta. The supporters of the motion consisted of the Congress 
block and members of the Krisbak Praja I'arty. The Mtharaja uf Mynmisinyh and 
three members of the coalition group did not take purt in the voting. The debate 
lasted for nearly two hoars. After the closure was u<itiptcd the House voted down 
the motion. 

The debate warmed up towards the end when following the speech of tlie Hon. 
Aiimster-in^eharge of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Sftifatnaprasad Alnkherjec asked 
a pointed question as to what stops the <4overnment were taking in regard to the 
question of renewal of license to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation for the 
next ton years. Tlicro was no reply to tJiis query but tho IJoii. Finance Minister 
interrupting declared that the policy of the Oovornmout was to nationalise industry 
RDd that fi'om this year. A signihcaot Icatnre of the delate was that no European 
member took part though in a body they voted against tho motion. 

Harbndra Munsih’s Death 

9tb. FEBRUARY The death of Harendranatfa Munshi, (lie hungor-sirikiii}; 
prisoner in the Dacca Centrai Jail was discussed by way of an adjourumoiit motion 
to-^day. Tho motion was defeated after full two hours* discussion by 119 to 74 votoH- 
Mr. 31 C, GoaiMRBtt. who moved the adjournment motion, said that he did not 
bring it forward from any desire to embarass the Ministry but he would ho 
satisfied If by the self-immolation of the youngmen tho Ministry was moveu 
to pity and took immediate steps to improve tho conditions in jail- bir 
Oeorge Ckunpbcli^ the leader of the European group, said that the^ all felt coop 
sympathy for the unfortusate youngman but jmpcalcd to Mr. Goswami not to divide 
the House oq tliis matter. Tbcir prcsenco in the lobby with the Government, whom 
they supported from the general principle of law and order, might be construed as 
showing lack of sympathy. Jflir. ^^yamaprosad JdMkcrjec it< a vigorous spocen 
condemned tho aotim of the local authoritii'S. air Nazimuddin repented the argu* 
menta which were odvaaoed by him in connection with a similar motion in 
tipper House. 
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STOFIiiaiEMTART DEMANDS TOIED 
EirgmBr orio Burra 

The Auembly next adopted • non-offlofal resolution, moved by Maulvi Ahivi BoH 
of the OoalitioB' Fhrtj, nr^qg the immediate appointment of a committee of not more 
than nine members, both ombials and nonH^ttclals. of whom five at lesst: should be 
members of the; Assembly to enquire into^ the exist! ne rents with a.vtew. to devising 
ways and means for a proper reduction of rents. !Ke Committee would be asked to 
Bnbmit its report in the course of six months. 

The hon. Mr. A. K, FomIuI Huq^ Premier, accepting the resolution, made it clear 
that if it was found that legitimate dues to landlords were being withheld by tenants, 
the Government would at once stop the operations under Section lit of the Tenancy 
Act and also suspend the enquiry in areas where it was found that tenants were 
dodging payment of legitimate dues. The House adjoamei ip the 14th. 

Miikbebs* PnxviLBQES Bill 

14lh. FEBRUARY The Assembly unanimously adopted a motion for the ‘appoint- 
ment of a committee to rej^rt on the present position of the privileges of the members 
of the Legislature and finally to draft a bill embodying the privileges recommended 
by the Committee. The motion which was moved by Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddique had 
tho unstinted support from every section of the Houso and was welcomed by 
Government. Hon. The Speaker in this connection gave an important ruling regarding 
the privileges of the Members of tlie Houso and held that whenever a member of 
the House was detained or arrested w-hich might enforce bis absenco from tho 
scene of the House, tho fact should bo immediately communicated to the Speaker. 

Demand for Supplementary Grants 

15th. FEBRUARY Tho recent tours undertaken by the ministry wore sharply 
criticised in connection with tho demands for supplementary grants made by the Hon. 
the Finance Minister. The grants included a sum of Bs. 25,000 for travelling 
allowance. The oppositionists characterised such tours as “uoJitical tours” while tho 
Chief Minister as well as the Finance Minister justified them on tho grounds that 
they enabled tho ministry to come directly in toiicli with the people. 

iDcidentally the assault made on Mr. Abdul Waked Bokai Fagari^ a member of 
tbe House, at Ishargunje at a public meeting in which tho Chief Minister was present 
was referred. In giving his version of the incident the Chief Minister said that he 
welcomed the opportunity to contradict tho malicious lies that were being circulated 
throughout tho country by tho ^'reptile press” on the basis of which motions for 
adjournment were tabled by several members of tbe Houso. The Cliief Minister 
denied that Mr. Bokai Nagan was beaten at his instance. Following interruptions, 
Mr. Bokai Nagri in course of his personal explanation said in Bengali that ho would 
blamo the Chief Ministor for the incident. 

16th. FEBRUARY :^Tho Government's juto restriction propaganda camo in for 
a good deal of criticism during the discussion on demands for supplementary grants. 

To tho Hon’blo Natvah Ilabihullah Bahadur s demand for Ks 15,OGO under the 
head Agriculture’. Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal moved a cut of I?s. ICO to raise a dis- 
cussion on tho failure of Government's juto propaganda. A debate followed, which 
came to ond by application of guillotine. This was pressed to a division and the cut 
motion was defeated by 58 to 104 votes. The House then agreed to tlie demand of 
tho Nawab Bahadur. The House also voicd the supplementary demand made by the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq under the head Registration amounting to Bs. 32,CC0. 

Ruino Preservation Bill 

Tho Bougal Rhinoceros Preservation (amendment) Bill was then passed. Referring 
lo the Bill, Mr. J. C, Oupta said they were doubtful if auy rhinoceros e.\isted in 
Bengal at all. He did not know^ how many animals would beuclit by the passing of 
tho bill and wittily remarked that if by rhinoceros tho H on’ble Minister wanted to 
include sdl animals, including human beings, who were thick-skinned and not suscep- 
tible to insults, it would bonofit many. 

The Touts Bill 

Tho Bengal Touts Bill moved by the Hon’blo Nawab Musaraf Hussain was circu- 
lated for eliciting opinion. Tho object of the Bill was to regulate the employment of 
clerks of legal practitioners and also to suppress touts in courts and certain offices of 
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Bnfri thw fMqnrat wiUioat iaterferloc iritb the Jegitimete work at penou 
mtgigta In bonande and oecessary baaiaess. The House at this stage adjouraea. 

Fininvxal SiiTaiaai 1*011 11138-39 

ITih. FEBRUARY The Budget for the year 1938-39 was preseuted to the House 
to-day by the Hon. Mr. Noftnt Ranjan Sarkar^ the Fiuauce Minister who said, amone 
other things ^ 

*I will begin my statement with tho good nows that the actuals for 1936-37 are 
better than seemed possible two years ago or even a year ago. The House will 
remember that under the terms of tho Nicmeyer BottUment, while we would hare 
been obliged to take a loan to coror any working deficit for 193C-37, should it hare 
ended in one, any surplus would only have been written off as an incident of the 
oanoeliation of our debt to tho Centro as it stood on 31st March, 1937. 

^'Onr interest therefore was confined to tho avoidanco of a deficit, which would 
have meant starting on our regime of provincial autonomy with a debt on our hands 
To sentiment and self-interest alike, this would have been distasteful ; and we may 
well oongratulatc oui selves on tho fact that wo have avoided it.” 

Hon’ble members will also be glad to learn that the improvement evident in 
1936-37 gained such strength during the first half of the current year that, despite a 
set-baok during tlio past few months, the revised estimates for 1937-38 are well 
above the estimates which I presented six months ago. 1 shall come to details later 
bnt at this stage 1 should like to mention the two heads which have mostly contri- 
bnied to the improvement. These ai*o the juto export duty and income-tax. The 
former is likely to exceed our original estimate by 33 lakhs, and the latter, for 
which we estimated nothing at all, by 27 and a half lakhs. But I am giving no 
seorets away when I say that these figures would have been many lakhs higher but 
for the distributing drop in trade figures that sot in about two months ago. The 
case of income-tax is the most noticeable. As the House is aware, during the first 
live years of the constitution tho amount of income-tax receipts asaignable to the 
Provinces depends not merely on tho yield of income-tax but also, and indeed mainly, 
on the yield of Railway earnings ; we can get nothing unless the Kailways prosper. 
Well, they did prosper in the first half of the year and if the improvement bad been 
maintained, wo should have got about 40 lakhs from income-tax. But Railway 
earnings have fallen off so badly during the last two months that, instead of 40 Jakbs, 
we shalJ only get 57 and a haif lakhs. Our receipts from juto export duty would 
also have been higher if the improvement in jute exports evident in the first half 
of the year had been maintained. The deterioiation in both cases is duo to condi- 
tions outside Bengal and, indeed, outside India. It is important for us to realise that 
onr acquisition of an interest in jute exports, in the yield of income-tax and in the 
yield of Railway receipts has forged a further link between our financial fortunes and 
trade conditions in the world at large. The same ))]ocesB will bo carried a step 
further when we come to acquire an interest in those other federal taxes mentioned 
in sections 137 and 140 of the Act which are assignable in whole or in part, to the 
Provinces, and when we come to impose taxes of our own. such as sales taxes, 
whose yield in one degree or another win depend upon econcmic conditions at large. 
Provincial estimates have now to be framed against a wider background than 
hitherto. 

According to the original estimate this year was to start with an opening balance 
of 98 lakhs and end with a closing balance of one ore to and 38 lakhs. The revised 
eatimate places the opening balance at one crore 6 lakhs and the closing bidance at 
1 crore 9i lakhs. This improvement by 53 lakhs is the net result of the following : 
ar increase of 8 lakhs in tho opening balance ; an in crease of 88 lakhs in our revenue 
receipts; a decrease of 14 lakhs in our expenditure on revenue account; and a 
decrease of nearly 57 lakhs in the balance outside the revenue account; that is 
to say, in the woriing of Capital and Debt Deposit section of the Budget. I will 
now give a brief explanation of each of these changes. 

The opening balance, as I observed in my last Budget sneecb, represents the 
amount whieh was to be given to us by tho Government of India in order to enable 
us to meet certain liabilities. Their description will be found at the foot of page 2 
of the Civil Budget Estimate. This amount was expected to be 98 lakhs, but when 
the accounts for 1936-37 were closed, it was found to oe 106 lakhs. The improvement 
of 8 likbs occurred mostly in the figures of subvention from the Central Road 
Development Account and the figures of the Deposit Account of the grant for 
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developiBeiit and imrwettent of rural areas. In other words, we spent less eat of 
these soconnla in 1896.37 than was expected. 

The increase of 88 lakhs in reveone in receipts is mostly doe to an increase of 
33 and a haK lakhs under Jute duty, 27 and ^ half lakhs under Income-Tix, 
12 lakhs under Land Reeeoue, 17 lakhs under Excise, 3 lakhs under Electricity Duty 
and 3 lakhs under Oivil Works, offset in part by a fall of 11 lakhs under ^‘Btamps* . 
The increase under Jute duty is due to general improvement in the trade. As I 
have already explained, when the Budmt was framed it was not expected that any 
share out of income-tax receipts would be available for distribution to the provinces ; 
but it has been ascertained on recent advice from the Ocrernment of India that we 
may enect 27 and a half lakhs under this head in the current year. The increase 
under Civil Works is due to certain abnormal receipts while the increase under the 
remaining heads is due to improved economic conditions^ The decline under '^Stamps'* 
is explained by a drop of 19 lakhs under ^^Court fees’* compensated by an improve- 
ment of 8 lakhs under ^^None-Judicial”. The causes of the decline under **Gourt-fees” 
are under investigation, but it seems probable that the drop is mostly due to the 
working of the Debt Conciliation Boards and consequent reduction in civil litigation. 

The reduction of 14 lakhs in expenditure revenue account is the net effect of 
excesses and savings spread over a large number of heads, the details of which are 
furnished in the Red Book. I shall confine myself to the more important variations. 
Savings of nearly 4 lakhs occur under ^^Land Be venue” mainly as a result of aban- 
donment of Revisional Settlement operations as desired by the Assembly, There is 
a decrease of over 2 lakhs under ‘^Irrigation” owing to non-establishment of the 
Waterways Board. The Police Budget shows a savings of over 3 lakhs owing to 
retrenchment, and more than 2 laklis have been saved under “Jails” owing to the 
closure of Deoli Jail and a general decrease in Jail population. The rriease of 
detenus accounts for a reduction of nearly 2 lakhs under “miscellaneous”. A decrease 
of about 6 lakhs under “Civil Works ’ is attributable to smaller expenditure ou 
Roads Development Works pnd other original works owing to late votmg of the 
Budget and otner eauses. On the other hand there is an increase of nearly 5 lakhs 
under “General Administration” as a result of legislation relating to the emoluments 
of Ministers and of memWs of the Legislature which was passed after the presen- 
tation of the Budget. 


General Discussion of Budoet 

21al. FEBRUARY :^The Assembly took up the consideration of tho budget 
proposals of the Finance Member for the year 1938-39. Mr. J. C. Das Ovpta^ who 
initiated the debate, said that the provisions of the budget were an excellent example 
of the divergence between profession and practice and he had precious little to say 
io defence of these provisions except the assurance that the Congress block would t o 
but too ready to help the Government with snggestions to resurrect the masses.'l 

The whole tenor of the debate was but one echo and re-echo of the same spirit of 
dissatisfaction and disfavour, either for want of a clear formulation of policy by the 
Government for the amelioration of the lot of the masses, or insiifRcient contrihution 
towards the vital needs of the province. 

22nd. FEBRUARY To-day’s discussions were much the same in spirit as in 
the previous day’s. Mr. Monomohan Das, (Scheduled Caste), lodged a strong 
protest against the way in which the claims of his community had been ignored 
by the Gtovernment and pointed out that Gandbiji and tho Congress had after all 
done more for their uplift 

23rd. FEBRUARY:— Trenobant criticisms of the budget proposals of the Govern- 
ment came from members of the Coalition Pauy. Speeches indicating some amount of 
restiveness were made by some Coalition Party members for not formulating a com- 
prehensive scheme to deal with primary education. 

In reply to a criticism that uey had no constructive programme, Mr. 8. N, Biswas 
(Congress) offered a soheme by which Government were to acquire all landed interests 
of the province above those of the cultivating tenants and out of the additional nett 
revenue Re. 1 crore were to be set apart for primary education and Bs. 50 iakbs 
for dharitable dispensaries. His proposal was supported by Eban Bahadur 8ysd 
^bdul Hafsss, 
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a4ifc. FEBRUARY patronago budget, reflecting the ohaneter of the Ooali- 

tioii that had to depend on doles, natronigea and piomiaea*’— that waa how the 
Oongreea members of the Asaembly obaraoterised the bodget, the meni 
diaonaaio^. on which oonelnded to*day. They said that it laokaa e oompmenalTe 
aeheme ^ taokle i^iy one of the Tital problema of the F^noe. 

fhla oomplaiat was also Toloed by several members of the Ooalition group (support- 
ers of tibe present Ministry), at whose hands the absence of provisions lor the imme- 
diate hitroauction of free and compulaory primary ednoation came in for partionlar 
oritieisms. The Bobedoled Oaste members were also aggrieved that their loyal co- 
operation was not being rewarded but the Boropeans oonmtnlatad the raaneo. 
Minister on his ^^sfaotory, well*balanced and atraiehtforward budget’^ 

Ihe Finaooe Minister, the hon. Mr. Nalini Banian Sarkar tud the House that 
he had not attempted to achieve anything spectaonlar. All he had attempted was to 
h^ the foundation, lor inany sohemea, on which a super-atructure micbt be built in 
the future for the benefit of the man behind the plough. He said that free and 
compulaory primary education had been atarted in one diatriot The Government 
propoaed to introduce it in three or four diatricta in the current year* 


Pri8Idini*s and Bpiakib's Salabt Bill 


IsL MARCH :^The Government austuned a anrpriae defeat in the Assembly 

Iaw tv* vAAnoAf A# fItA TiAnflral T^amelAfiva llfiafnluarQ /IVoQMonf’o fittAAlpAt.^ 


provided a salai. _ , 

a fnoDth.4oB the Weaker, Ba. 2,000 a year for the Deputy President and Ba. 3,000 a 
year for the Deputy Speaker. The Upper House amended the Bill, making tlie 
salaries of the President and the Deputy President equal to that of the Speaker and 
the Deputy Speaker i*espectively. 

The Finance Minister moved to-day that the Billt as amended by the Upper 
House, be tidcen into consideration and when the motion was put to vote, the **yes** 
from the members on the Government side was drowned in the din of ^*No” from 
the Opposition. The Speaker declared the motion lost 

AVnon the Speaker annonnced that the Government motion for the consideration 
of the Bengal Legislative Chambers Bill was lost, the Home Minister, apparently 
taken by snrprise. rose in his seat and tried to address the Speaker but bis voice 
was drowned in the applause from the Opposition benches. 

The Speaker then aeclarod that the sum total of refusal of the House to take the 
amendments made in the Bill by the Upper House into consideration was that tlie 
House did not agree in substance with any of the amendments pn^ed by the other 
Chamber. Ho would, therefore, send a message to the Upper Boose to the effect, 
tliat the Assembly disagreed with the amendments proposed in the Bill by the Council. 
If, however, the Government wanted to take up the matter further, added the 

that was provided in law. 


ear for the 


Famine Insurance Amend. Bill 

Earlier, the Assembly agreed to an amendment made by the Council in tho 
Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Bill of 1937, passed by the Assembly in its last 
session, to the effect that instead of the Government making an initial contribution 
of five lakhs as provided by the Assembly, the Government should make au annual con- 
tribution of ten lakhs to the Bengal Insurance Fund which the Provincial Government 
were going to establish for expenditure upon relief of and insurance against the 
famine and distress caused by serious drought, flood or other natural calamities. 


Public Demands Eecovert Amend. Bill 

2ndl. MARCH There was trial of strength between the Government and the 
Opposition in the Assembly to-day over the question of referring the Bengal Public 
Demands Recovery .^^37, to a select committee. The Governmenfs 

motion to circulate the Bill was carried by 115 to 87 votes, tho Opposition demand 
for reference of tho Bill to a select comihittee being defeated. 


Prevenhon of Cruelty to Animals Bill 

On tho motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal^ the Assembly agreed to the Bengal 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill, passed by the Upper House, which makes 
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SwuBKAOi Buffi 

Th# Honse deolinei' bf IW to 6 fotes to> xofbr to Ao Seliei Oommittat 
BoDffil^ SweepstibeA BilU iotrodiioed by ft.Gdiiffree» Ifember, aed^ to lipiiii Uto 
smiinQf^ of Bweepstakea ia aid' of publio iiiatitotiooo. 

MoRiT-LuiDns' Aionro^ Btu 

The Bengal lionoy-IendoraMAmendiiie&t^ Bill; which bringa within the pni^ew 
of thw Bengal Money^enderar Act of. 1933 the advancing of loana of i^aliui. at 
ezoaBoiva ntea of intoraatv wan ceferredl to a aeleot committee* 

BtoroiL SoxKsa: lawa Bill 

M MARCH :^The Aasembly paaaed ta^y ihe. Bengal Bxpiring Lawa Bin, in- 
ticdnced by the Gcvernmeiit. The Bill provided tot a continnaaoe of the Bengal 
Eleetrieity jDaty Act^. the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Act, the Gbnrt fees 
Bengal Amendment Act,, and the Bengal Amaaement Tan Amaendment Aet, whkdi 
were enacted in 1935 to fetch a total revanne of Rs. 500, (XX). 

Tha opposition oritioiaad the attitude of the Oovemment in renewing the aaeaBurea 
aa mnlair in view of the prosperous financial position of the country. On behalf of 
the Government, the Pinamce Mini8t§r pointed ont that for eatending tha nation- 
building activities and' also to meet tlve UabiHtiea to be caused by the auspeostott oi the 
Recovery Act and the new Bengal Tenaney Bill these measures ought to ramaiu 
there and he qneted the- views of the Fruance Minister of the Oovernmoat of 
Bombay in this respoet. He however assnred that if the Oovernment notieed 
that the Bill affected the people heavily or that it retarded the indnstrial and agrtoaT- 
tural development of the province the Government wontd either modify the Bril or 
repeal the same. Mr. H, if. Nortmt^ who had a mandate from his coostituenay la 
respect of the BUI, said that Electricity Tax was one of the most unfair taxes that 
have ever been enacted in Bengal Eleetrioi^ was aa mneh a uecesaity for them aa 
it was to the industrialists. He asked that 20 units abonld be allowed tree of tax but 
this had been ttimed down* The amendments were however defeated and the Bill 
was carried by the Honse, 

PuBUC Dkuaitos Recovebt Amekd. Bilx. 

4tk HAMCH Land mortgage hMkks are to have special summary powers for 
speedy recovery of their outstanding dues from defaulting members when necessary, 
according to the Bill, called the Bengal Pubhe Demands Recovery Amendment Bill, 
which waa paaaed by the Assembly to-day. Opjmition attacked the Government for invok- 
ing powers tor land mortgage banks which they would like to deny to other creditors* 
Bitter speeches were msOe, particularly from Krishak Praja benchei^ against tha 
Ministry and the Speaker Intervened and asked a member to confine hia remarks to 
the points at Issne instead of staitiog party recrimination which as be bad observed 
for the last few days was quickly taken u^ by others. A motion for oirculatUai tor 
the purpose of elicitum opiniou sponsored oy the oppoattion was pressed to divisioa 
and was defeated by So to 66 votes. The House then adjourned till the 9tb* 

VoTiffo on Budget Demands 

9kb. MARCH Voting on Budget Demands commenced to-day. The failure of the 
Government to effect economy in the general administration was severely criticised 
by the Opposition and two members of the Coalition Party (supporters of the present 
Government) when the House discussed the budget demands for the grant under 
General Administration. 

The hon. Sir K, Nazimuddin, Home Member, moved that a sum of one orore, 
fourteen lakhs and ei^t thousand rupees be granted for the expenditure under the 
head General Administration. Mr. Pramathanath Banerjee (Congress) moved a ^ out 
motion, criticislDg the Government's failure to effect economy in the general adminis- 
tration. the hon. Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq^ Premier, speaking on the out motion, said 
that if the motion was carried, it would amount to a censure on the Ministry. 
He said, **What will happen if this Ministry resigns ? The only alternative is a Con- 
gress Ministry. 1 can tell yon that 1 am not afraid of it.’’ tCries of '^Hean hear” 
from CoiditioQ benches and ironical cheers from Cougross.) Cootmuing, the Premier 
Quoted a portion from the speech of the Finance Minister of Bombay and remarked 
Uiat he e&oed what he had said, namely, ^VTe have not got a magic wand so that 
we may be able to change age-long couditioos in a single dw.” After a heated debate 
foi two hours, out motion was rejected by 125 votes to w. 
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Itfliff, anoCber eit uotios, mred bj Dr. Surnh Chamira Bamtrjut odtlciBiiig 
th» laboar policy of flie OoToroneBt, woo rejected withoato diTiaioa. 

lOlb. MARCH l^ero was a dramatic tom in the procoediaga when the Con- 
reaa and Krishak Praja party members ccnstitatiog the Oppcaition staged a widk out, 
following a disagreement with the Speaker in the matter of precedence to initiate dis- 
oMSion on out motions on the budget I’^emandB for grants. By arrangement four cot 
motions on general administnation were allotted .to the Congress party, after two had 
been mored by them, the third was morecT by the Fraja Party who were also in the 
Opposition. After the disposal of the ^iril motion, the Speaker oalkd upon a 
member of the Cloalition pprty to move the m^>tion standing in his name. OhjectioD 
waa taken by Dr. Kalinakehya Sanyal (Congras^s) to this cut motion being taken up 
for diaonsaion in preference to their own. l)r. ^anyal maintained that it was the 
inalienable right of the Opposition to initiate discu'ssion on cut motions according to 
Parliamentary praotioe. 

llth. MARCH The whole demand for grant under ‘Land Revenue* amountiog 
to Rs. 30,85,000 moved by the Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Minister in charge, was 
passed to-day. The House divided on the question of constii'JitioQ and terms of the 
proposed land revenue oommission, out motion being moved bjr a member of the 
coalition group, but the Government defeated the motion by 120 to ^ votes. 

The Chief Minister made a statement in a very congenial fashion but it did not 
satisfy the champion of the tenants, Mr. Tamiiaddm who immediately after 

rose to his feet and in course of an analytical speech scanned the speeches of toth 
the Prime Minister and the Revenue Minister to prove that they contaiudd nothiug. 
He went so far as to entertain doubts about the bonosty of the Government i.n de- 
oiding upon the appointment of a Commission. 

Toe Co^ess aud op^sition Praja party members came back to the House. Mr. 
Sarat C» Boae^ leader of the Opposition, was absent and in his absence Mr. T. C, 
Qotwami^ Deputy leader, made a statement on behalf of the party. 

14tb. MARCH :^There^ was subdued excitement when the Assembly met in 
view of the reported defection of a section of Coalitionists, led by Mi. Tatnizuddin 
Khan. The anxiety felt by supporters of the Oovernment was given expression to by 
Mr. Abdul Bari and Mr. Abdur Bahman Siddigue^ who enquired of the Hon. 
Speaker what would be the position of the ministry if a cut motion was carried. 

The Speaker replied that it was a very important matter. He would give his 
decision at a later day. According to Parliamentary practice, any defeat for the 
Oovernment on a matter of importance tantamounted to a vote of no-oonSdenco on 
Uiem. It was for the Government to decide which matter they considered impoitot and 
defeat in respect of which they would consider as having demonstrated their losing 
the support of the majority of the House. 

The Oppositionists had a trial of strength with the Government on tho motion of 
Mr. Baeauka Sannyal but the Oovernment won by a rather comfortable majority of 
129 to 83 votes. Mr. TamituitUn Khan and bis group went to the Opposition 
lobby. The lobby was full of talks about much activities behind the scenes and 
protracted party meeting. 

ISth. MARCH Ihe entire demand for polioe grant amounting to Rs. 2,07 89,00 
was agreed to and the House al«) voted the grant for ailministratioo of justice 
amounting to Bs. 77.1^000. 

In contrast to previous day's alarums nod excursions the proceedings to-dsy were 
rather devoid of interest The Opposition which had received accession of strength by 
the defection of Mr, Tatnizuddin Khanka group seemed to-day to be marking time 
and did not at all cballeaga division. ^ the Police and Justice grants were passd 
without division. 

Earlier in the day Sir Nazimuddin delivered a vigorous speech defending the 
expenditure on special and intelligence branches of the police while the speech of 
AomA iiuaaanj^ Boaaain towards the fag end in connection with the demand for 
gnat for administration of jnstice provided the anti-olimax. The Nawab Bahadur has 
e peonliar way of deliveriDg his speech. His imperturbability in the midst of 
interruptions, retorts and essays at witticism produced great mirth in all sections of 
of the House. Daring the period he was on bis legs the whole house rooked with 
laqgitter. He pat the House in such good hnmonr that when the demand was put to 
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▼ote the opposition in oonsiderttion of the enjopnient he had provided fid not orj 
**NoeB*’ bat allowed the demand to be passed withont any opposition. 

17th. MARCH A ^reat deal of heat and warmth was introdnoed when daring 
the disoassion on Edaoational grants on a oat motion by Mr, AhduH Bari, a member 
of the Coalition group, Bfr. A, H. lapahani, another member of &e Coalition, made 
a bitter and personal attack on the Vioe-Chanoellor of <thB Calcatta University. Mr. 
Ispahani’s speech provoked hot protests from the Ingress benches and following 
ptuling up by the Chair, Dr, NaUnakahya Samyal left the Chamber. 

Mr. W, C, Wordawrth^ in a reasoned speeofej said tbiat in the University they 
did not arrive at a policy^ on communal vote, dealt with edaoational problems 
as educationists in traditions of scholarship detached from communal rivalry, no 
matter which community was in the majority. Mr. Syamaproaad Mukherjea^ follow- 
ing, made a spirited reply. He challenged Mr. Ispahan! to repeat his allegations out- 
side the Chamber and he would take him to the proper place for remedies. Mr. 
Sarat Chandra Boae^ Leader of the Opposition, regretted that such a speech was 
allowed to be made and asked Mr. Ispahaui if he was a mau of cours^e to take up 
the challenge. The hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hmq delivered a calm speech which had 
a sobering effect on the House, and Mr. Abdul Bari withdrew his motion. 

18th. MARCH That a supplementary demand for the grant of Rs. 5 lakha for 
the spread of euucatiou among the Scheduled Castes would be brought up ^ the 
Government in the next session of the Assembly, stated the hon. Mr. A, a. faalul 
Euq^ Premier and Minister of Education, during the discussion on a cut motion 
under the head Education moved by a Scheduled Caste member. 

The Prime Minister said, ^It is the declared policy of the Government to do its 
utmost for the education of the Muslims and the Scheduled Castes in order to bring 
them into line with the other advanced communities.’* He pointed out that (he 
amount spent for the education of the Scheduled Castes compared favourably with 
that spent in any other Province, except Madras. The Premier told the House that 
the Government proposed to appoint three special committees for North Bengal and 
West Bengal. The out motion was withdrawn. 

Another cut motion, which sought to criticise the Government's policy with regard 
to primary education, was defeated by 121 votes to 88^ after the Prime Minister's state- 
ment that, in view of the universal demand for primary education, be preferred to 
introduce the same with the minimum of taxation. 


IMi. MARCH i-'Thc Assembly voted to-day without division the demands of the 
Minister for Works and Communication, the bon. Maharaja Sriahehandra Nandy 
of Kasimbazar, for a sum of Rs. 84,11,500 under the head Irrigation and Rs. 
1,34.59,000 under the head Civil Works. 


2Ut. MARCH Tii<3 entire jail and convicts settlements grants amounting to 
Rs. 36.31,000 were voted. All the cut motions were defeated but no divisions were 
called. Before tbo Assembly met the lobby was full of talks about a loader of a seceding 
group having received a threatening lotteV. But ia responsible quarters there was 
no disposition to attach any greal impoifunce to it. 

After the question hour, Mr. Jalaluddin Uaahemy attempted to move an adjournment 
of the House regarding the disturbance in the mill area in the course of which one 
man died, several were injured including a member of the Upper House. Sir Nazi- 
muddin informed that tliu number of person?; dead was two. As Mr. Hashemy had 
not brought any fresh reason showing why the adiourumont was imperative and In 
view of the great presstiio on the time of the legislature when it was discussing the 
budget, the Hon’ble speaker disallowed the motion. 


22nd. MARCH A further accessiou of strength to the opposition in the Assembly 
was marked this evening w'hen the House divided on the cut motion to the budset 
demand for a grant under the head Medical. While tbo highest number of Oppositioa 
votes on any division up till now had been 88, to-day's division recorded 96 Opposi- 
tion votes as against 112 on the side of Uio Coalition (Ministerial) Party. (Die out, 
which was sponsored by Maulavi Ahmed Ali^ wanted one village dispeosaxy for 
every onion board. " . , ^ . 

Two other cut .motions were rejected without a division and the entire demand of 
Bs. 50, 02,5(]O was voted. 
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lk» tel tbit A dttat lor te. OottreiAeBt was aivoided bj 18 Totas oaat in their 
teojMr te te laropean Qroop wet sigiiiaoaDt and showed that the Opposition and 
teJniilaiM Ffer^ wem now more or kaa evenly balanoed, the Earopean group 
holding the balanea of power. 

SSfAi MAECH There was a fresh trial of strength to-day and the rear't 
of the division was : Government 131 : Opposition (KS. 

The Wmm met in an excited atmospiiore. The Whips of different groups were 
buoy and Minlatere were seen going round to different Wnches. From the start it 
WAS evident that both sidea were marshatiing their strength to their utmost capacity. 

At the oommenoement of the discussion on the doroand for Agricultural grants, 
tho Hon’bta Mr;, eneaher announced, that the particular debate would oontinne till 
7-16 p. as. ; so both aides Jiad an idea when th«« House would be dividing. Near 
nbont 7 p. m. Whips were huey on telephones sending 8. 0. S. to supporters. The 
Snronean' groups among whom there were a large number of absentees on the 
previona day, were in full strength in the Uouse by tho time tho Minister of Agri- 
onltore wae on hia legs replying to the dobate. 

In n^ tense atmoap&ere the Honae divided. The Speaker rulei that in order to 
avoid inteivoroaaiiig mmnbers should walk straight to respective lobbies and should 
not indnige in any oanvassiog in the House. 

When the result wae announced, it w*as seen that compared to previous day’s 
voting the Opposition had added two more to their strength, while the Government 
had whipped round the support of 19 more. Tho fai t now emerged that the Govern- 
aaent was now absolutely dependent for their life on the support of the Europeans, 
who held the key pdaition at the present moment in a truoi sense than ever before. 

24lh. MARCH The demands for grants in rtgard to Debt Conciliation and 
ee-oparaMon were voted te^day. The otherwise dull proceedings— manuscript eloquence 
being the order of the day— were however enlivened by a battle of wits which ensued 
when the demands were pot to the vote. 

There net being a most suitable question on which to pillory Governmont with 
great effect with regard to the demands, the Opposition whips were evidently 
relax^ deoisiM being to postpone the trial of strength to a more appropriate 
oeoasien in the futura Bat their opponents were anxious to seize npoj the oppor- 
tnaity to make a demonstration of their strength. 

25th. MARCH The demands for grants conoerning tho Depai Iments of Forests 
and Industries were considered by the Mouse to-day. Both the demands were voted in 
their entirety. The cat motions for reduction were lost and none was pressed to 
a division. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikui mi^ving his demand undor Forests referred 
to the progressive denudation of forests in West Bengal. He said that a representa- 
tive committee would shortly be appointed to investigate the matter with a view to 
preventhig this grave threat to the prosperity of the countryside. 

The Hon’ble Kawab Bahadur of Dacca in a statement unfolded tho Government 
plan for the industrial development et the Province which inolnded among other 
things the reorganisation of the wholb system of training provided in the Govern- 
ment Weaving Institute at Berampore, the Silk Weaving Institute at Berhampore, 
the Bengal Training Institute, (he Peripatetic Weaving Schools and the various 
demonstration parties. 

26th. MARCH:— The Bengal Mimstry tided over what was described by the 
Chief Minisier himself afterwards, a oritical division when tho Excise grants were 
under oonaideratioii to-day. The House divided on the issue of Government s failure to 
enferoe prohibition, which was raised by a cut motion of Mr. Abu IlosBoin Sarker 
of the Krishak Proja party and the cut motion waa defeated by 07 to 133 votes. 

It was iu an atmosphere of intense ezeitemeut that the Assembly met, for it was 
no seeret that the Opposition would mobilise all their available forces to have another 
trial. of strength with the Ministry on the question of prohibition. The consideration 
of bndget demands was ooncluded on the 28th* Match. No division was called. 

Bezoal Expimso Laws Bill 

29lh. MARCH The Hon. Mr. N, J?. Barker, Fioanoo Minister, introduced to-day 
the Bengal Expiring Laws BUI as amended by the Upper House. 
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A point of order was raised by a Congress member objecting to the Bill being 
considered by the House on the ground that some of the items included in the 
scope of the Bill were ultra vires of the Provincial legislature, these being included 
in the Federal Legislative list. 

The Speaker^ however, ruled that it was entirely within the competence of the 
Bengal Legislature to legislate on these subjects. It was open, he said, to the Federal 
Court to clarify the anomalous position and givt a deBnite interpretation on Section 
100 of the Government of India Act, whica was relied upon by the hon. member 
who raised the objection. 

Rent Collection in Midnapur 

30 th. MARCH The Congress Party’s adjournment motion, given notice of 
yesterday, to discuss the situation arising out of the promulgation of Section 144, 
Cr, P. Cm in Contai sub-division <Midaapore District) in connection with the realiw- 
tion of rout was withdrawn to-day after the Revenue Minister, the bon. Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, made a statement explaining the position. 

Earlier, the lion. Sir AT. Nazimuddin, Home Minister, had a conference with the 
Opposition Loader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and ten representatives of the Midnapore 
situation at which au agreement was arrived at. It was stated that the Opposition 
had decided to withdraw their adjournment motion. 

The Revenue Aiinister, in a statement, said that the Home Minister, the Finance 
Minister, and himself had met the Leader of the Opposition, discussed this question 
and arrived at a satisfactory settlement. The Government would very soou issue a 
communique, declaring the Government’s policy with regard to the remission of the 
enhanced rent on all Khasmahal estates in Midnapore District and the Sub-Divisional 
OflBcer of Contai would issue orders withdrawing notices of orders under Section 144, 
Cr. P. C. prohibiting meetings and conferences in that area. .... ... 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose^ Leader of the Opposition, expressed satisfaction at the 
termination of the dispute in the Bub-Division. Re gave this asauranoe to the 
Revenue Minister tiiat as soon as the Government orders were issued fogjjdjoff the 
remission of the enhanced rent in respect of the 'Oovernment dues m Midnapore 
District, Congress M. L. A.’s in Midnapore would issue leaflets, calling upon tho 
tenants to pay the rent at the old rate. 

Calcutta Of^Jcial Receiver Bill 

The Assembly next passed the Calcutta Official Receiver Bill which provided tor the 
administration and control of the Official Rec'eiver by the High Court at Calcutta. 


Echo of Ministry Day 

lak. APRIL Without a single dis.sentient the members of the Assembly referred 
tli(« privilege motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashef^iy ^ relating to the tre^ment to 
which certain members of the House were subjected in counecHon with the obser- 
vance of the Ministry Day on the 27th March last to the fiivileges Committee for 
devising necessary measures to bo tahen in the matter. 

Bills Disposed oi 

In oourse of the day the AssomWy f'fss^ the i’rtDgat Kates of Interest Bil^nd 
iliH Hs'n.T'il T«nancv fSecond Amendment) Bill and referred other bills, nai^ly 
Bcucai Local Sulf-Goveinmeiit (Ameadmeut) Bill, Bengal Municipal (Amendment Bill, 
KoS (Ameudmen.) Bill and the Bengal DenHsts Bill to 

ydeol Commit lees. 


when 


Land Keyente Commission 

7lh. APRIL :-l*io. otHliugs of tho Assembly to-day were very lively 
adiourument motion moved by Mr. Taunjuddtn Khan, the leader of the InoepouaeBi 
I'roja Party to censiiro the Government on the appointment of the chairman of the 

^Ihe adi“jfrumenTmo^^^^^^^^ talked out. At the end of two hora’ disenssion 
a memberTom the Oiiposition bench moved a closure motion, which was opposed 
bvThrsui.Mr“re of he Government. The House divided on the closure motion 
which wM defeated by 136 to 91 votes. The adjournment motion was therefore 
talked out, 
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Bengal Tenanot Asieno. Bn.L 

!ll%e Beogal IgnsDoy Amendment Bill ab passed by the Upper H'>ii6e was passed 
by the Assembly without any change whatever. 

6tii. APRIL The budget session of the Assembly came to an end to-day. At 
the opnolnsion of the session the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker read a message from His 
EEoellenoy the Gtovernor proroguing the Assembly • 


Proceedings of the Bengal G>uncil 

Budget Season— Calcutta*~24tb. January to 2nd. April 1938 

Famine Insurance Fund Ban 

The Budget Session of the Bengal Legislative Council commenced at Calcutta on 
the 24th. Janoarr 1938 under the presidency of the Hon ble Mr. Saiyondra Chandra 
Mitra, After ihe question- hour, tne Council proceeded to consider the Bengal 
Famine Insurance Fund Bill as passed by the Lower House and had to be adjourned 
after two hours and 45 minutes- sitting owing to the failure of the supply of 
electric current inside the chamber. 

25th. JANUARY :^The Council passed to>day the Bengal Famine Insurance Fund 
Bill, 1937, as passed by the Lower House. The Bill provides for the establishment 
and maintenance of a fund for expenditure upon relief and insurance against famine, 
distress oansed by serions draught flood, earthquake and other natural calamities. 
According to the Bill, the Government are to oontribute annually Hs. 5 lakhs to the 
Fund until it is raised to the maximum of Rs. 12 lakhs. 

Hunger-Strike in Dacca 

26tb. JANUARY Ten convicts— nine terrorist and. one ordioary— in Dacca 
Central Jail are on hunger-stribu. This was admitted by the Home Minister, the 
bon. Sir K. Nazimuddin replyinjt to a short-notice question by Mr. K, K, Datta 
(Confess) this afternoon. 

Ae Minister enumerated the' grievances and demands ol the hunger-strikes, 
which varied in individual cases but included the release of all terroiist convicts, the 
zriease of detenus, the repeal bf all special laws and enactments which controlled 
terrorism, and the repatriation of alt convicts from the Andamans. He added that 
before the hunger-strike comn|enoed, orders had been passed by the Government, 
wbieh bad resulted in a ciassifiqatiou of all terrorist convicts from the Andamans. 

Sir K. Nazimuddin was ^ad to aoDOunce that two hunger strikers had since 
given up the fast and he added that every step was bei^ taken by the authorities 
to preserve their lives. Concluding be declared that the Government were not pre- 
pared to treat persons oosviefed to murder and dacoity as distinct from ouier 
offenders. The Home Minister stated that one hunger-striker had been fasting for fifteen 
days, three for nine days, oni for eight days, two for seven days and three for five 
days. He added that fho ' rules for the treatment of division II prisoners (nine 
hunger-strikers behig sueb prisoners) had made every reasonable provision for 
their treatment The prisonexs^ had been warned that they would render themselves 
liable to proseoution for reflating diet and the necessary steps were being taken by 
the medical authorities to preserve tbrir lives. The Government trusted that 
reasonable persons wonld refrain from enoouisgiog in any manner the persistence of 
these oonviots in their "coarse, which would be as disastrous as it was 
unjustifiable; 

Bbnoaub roB MiUTABy Tbainino 

28^ JANUARY A non-otfioial resolution expressing the opinion that the 
Oovonuneot of India should be moved by the Local Government to admit Bengalis 
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for mitUgry traiamg so as to form a pernaaeaf onit of tlie Indian Armpr was 
unaaimonslv passed this evening. 

RbA Bahadur C. Baturjee said that Provincial Autonninj presuoposed a 
capacity ' for self-defence and that reforms would he a mere sham and the Autonomy 
a ^moolcery if the defence of the country were not left to children of. thfe soil. Bengalu 
with a populanon of five orores, was undoubtedly capable of putting into the field 
fifty laahs of able bodied youths. Properly train rii and equipped with modern 
armamen^ wh^ an asset would such an arm; ' be to thr Crovernment in the 
defence of the Empire ? 

Mr. IF. B. G. Xatdfatv, on behalf of the European Group, supporting the resolu- 
tion, observed that it was nonsense to say that the Bengali was nnysiculy unsnitable 
for military training. 

Replying to the debate the Home Minister, the hon. Sir K. Ndzimuddin^ said 
that the Army was one of the subjects reserved for the Ceutral Government and 
was not the primary concern of the Provincial Governments. Therefore, in thia 
case, the Bengal Government would forward the proceedings of the day,, with all the 
speeches on the subject, to the Government of India without themselves expressing 
any opinion on the matter. 


Harendka. Munshi's Death 


2nd. FEBRUARY Moving an adjournment of tlie House to consider the situa- 
tion arising ont of the death of the political prisoner, Harendranath Munshi, in the 
Dacca Central Jail owing to hunger-strike and the apprehension of farther deaths 
owing to continued hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail. Mr. Narendranath Dutt (Congress) 
said to-day that the cause of tlie hunger-strike was that ten political prisoners in 
the Dacca Jail had submitted to the Government a list of their grievances, which 
the Government did not try to remove, and those prisoners were subjected to inhuman 
and insulting treatment. 

Mr. Dutt recalled in this connection the Home Minister's reply to a short-notice 
question in the House lately, iu which the latter had said that steps would be taken 
by the Government with this end in T^icw. He emphasised that death was due to 
the fact that Muushi was suffering from a weak heart and that, without knowing 
this serious defect, artificial feeding by force had boen resorted to. This, tho mover 
added, was the third case of death by hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail in the coarse 
of the last three years. Tho whole country, he concluded, demanded that the Govern- 
ment should take stops, whenever there was a hunger-strike, for the preservation 
of the lives of the strikers. 

Replying to the debate, the hon. Sir K. Nazimuddin, the Home Minister, said that 
the' CtovernmeBt extremely regretted the unfortunate Joss of life which could not be 
foreseen. There was notbdng to show that the person was fioing to collapse so 
suddenly. The Gorernment sympathised with the relations of uia deceased, but at 
tha same time they would like to point out that this should be an objaef-lesson to all 
whn went on strike and also those who encouraged, directly or. indirectly, the oonti- 
noaoee of the hunger-strike or at least did not attempt to discourage such hunger- 
strikes by convicted prisoners. He reminded the House of his speech in the last 
Assembly session in connection with the Andamans hunger-strike, in which he had 
said that if the Oovernment did not taka a determi.ned attitudb, hunger-strikes would 
be frequent occurrences. The Home Minis er then referred to the post-murteni 
examination on the death of Munshi, which revealed that death was due to haart- 
failure and probablv due to starvation and he denied all allegations ot iil-treatmenf in 
iftil. The Minister asserted that death was not due to farced feeding and revetted 
that members of the House should have made statementa without a proper veriseation 


^ Sir^. Nazimuddin informed the House that be received teat night a reprmtatum 
bv wire containina a list of twenty complaints made by the prisoners after all of 
them had made together. He maintained that 9B per owt of ^ese grievanoea 
could be made by every terrorist prisoner in every iail These gnevMoee were wi 
local but oommoa and couM be made by prisoam afi over India. /These requited a 
thorough investigation before the Government cenld cmae to any decision. 

Sir K. Naiimnddin emphasised that the GovemmeBt had taken ^1 reaMnable steps 
and preoantions to save the life of the hunger-strike^ He analysed the oanses of 
the itrike and said that “Sarkar salam” was not one of them, as menup^ by some 
i^eakm He assured the House that if the Government were satisfied that tbs 
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prisoaers had been frivolously punished or any unfair treatment had been motod out 
to them, the Government would take suitable steps. 

After a discussion lasting for over an hour and a half, the Council rejected the 
adjournment motion by 96 votes to 8. 

Benoal Tenancy Act AncNo. Bill 

8th. FEBRUARY The Council to-day debated tiie Bengal Tenancy Act Amend- 
ment Bill as passed by the Lower House. Tfio hen. Sir B. P. Boy, Revenue 
Minister, moved that tine Bill be taken thto consideration. 

Maharaja Sir iianmatha Nath Roy Ghoudhury of San tosh. Leader of tho Pro- 
gresaivo Party, moved an amendment suggesting that the Bill be circulated for elicit- 
ing public (minion thereon by April 30 noxt The amendment was under discussion 
when the House adjourned. 

14th. FEBRUARY By 37 to 13 votes, the Council to-day icferred the Bengal 
Tenancy Act Amendment Bill to a Select C>nimittee of 28, the Committee to submit its 
report before Febrnary 28. 

Some members of the Proja Party a^cu.scd tho Government of having adopted 
dilatory tactics as regards the passing oi the mo:isure. Otherwise, they as^ed, why 
did the Revonne Minister sponsor tho Bil! and agree to accept the motion for a Select 
Committee in spite of the fact that the li.ii had been passed by the Lower House 
and the Government did not bring forward any motion for refereni;o to tho Select 
Committee ? 

Explaining the Oovernment's attitude, the Finance Minister, tlio lion. Mr. N, B. 
Sarkar maintained that the Government wero as anxious to pa.ss tho moasnro as 
anybody else. He assuied tlie House that the Government would .sec to it that tho 
Bill wiui passed into law this session. 

Financial Statement for 1938-:t9 

ISlli. FEBRUARY The Bengal budget was presented to tbo Council to-day. 

Addressing the House, tho Finance Mini.ster, the hoii. Mr. N. R. Sarkar, .said that 
it vwas true that the Council was not called upon to vote on the bndftet and for that 
veason, it might bo thought by some that this House was not required to feel tbo 
name sense of responsibility towards the budgot as the Lower House. This was not 
the view ho took of Iho situation, for it never was, and never could be, the intoution 
to treat the views and suggestions of this House .lightly. Ho assured tlio members of 
the House that their views and suggstions would bo reganled witli tho greatest 
attention and respect. '4t must bo remembei'ed that this is a House uf Elders, of 
peoiple with special knowledge and experience, whose opinon can be of very considor- 
ahle assistaooe in guiding us in our aofiona.” 

CorNCTL R£3ix:is Feueraixon 

24l]i. FEBRUARY :~The Council! adopted a resolnfion to-day that Part If of the 
QovernmMil of India Act of 1935 bo not brouglit into operation, it being highly 
detrimental to the best interests of the people of India, and hoping that the British 
Government would respect the wishes of the people of India and immediately 
devise meass even for tlie transitional period to eyolve a goveroment free from the 
objectionable features of the Fo'iefatioa Scheme as -embodied in the Oovemment of 
India Act, this to be framed in consultation with all responsible leaders representing 
all communities in India. The European Oro^ opposed the resolution. 

The refiolution v^as carried without a divtsion but the Europeans were agtixist it. 

Explaining tho attitude of the Govomment oo this matter the Home Minister, 
the hon, Sir K. Nazimuddin said they would neither express any opinion nor take 
part in the debate. He assured the House that the Government would forward the 
proceedings to tho proper quarters. 

The mover, Mr. LatU Chandra Das (Congress) said that the people of India 
wanted a Constituent As.scmbiy based on a*jult suffrage in order to frame their own 
constitution. A Federation such as was contemplated, was not wanted by Indians. 

Mr. Nut Ahmed said that Indians were not opposed on urinciple to the schema 
of full-fledged Federation btit they vehemently opposed tlie particular scheme as 
embodied and visualised iu the Government of India Act. 

F. C. Ormond, on belialf of the European Group, said that it was too late in the 
day to make any objection to the scheme of Federation after having enjoyed the 
amenities of Provincial Autonomy. The Europeans believed that the Aot constituted 
a real advance towards Responsible Government. 
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Electric Supply for Calcuita 

25lh. FEBRUARY : — The action of the Bengal Qovernment in refosing sanction to 
the Calcutta Corporation to purchase the undertakings of the Calcutta Eleotrio. Supply 
Corporation within the municipal limits of Calcutta was severely criticised by several 
members of the Council to-day. 

The matter arose from a special motion moved by Mr. Lalit Ckandra Dan 
(Congress) which pointed out that this action on the part of the Government was 
*^detrimental to the best interests of the people of Cilbut a and fraught with possi« 
bilities retarding the economic development of the Province and should not be per* 
sisted in.” The resolution urged that the continuance of the present arraugement 
with the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation should be stopped and that the Govern- 
ment may bo pleased to recommend that the opinion of the House be fully considered 
in the Council of his Ministers before any final decision was taken about the oonti* 
nuance of the electric supply license of the Supply Corporation. 

The resolution was rejected by the House by 23 votes to 10. The Congress and 
Proja Parties supported the resolution while Europeans and the Coalition Party 
opposed it. 

2nd. MARCH :^The Council adopted a resolution without division, exprisssing the 
opinion that the Government should take immeiiiate steps for the. construotion of a 
separate building suitable for the needs of the Bengal Legislative Council and provide 
the necessary funds for the purpose in the next year's budget. 

Treatment to Repatriated 

4th. MARCH -The Homo Minister, the hon. Sir K. Nazimuddin replied to a 
number of questions to-day, regarding the recent hunger-strike in Alipore Central Jail 
and the treatment meted out to repatriated Audamanites. 

Sir E. Nazimuddin said that 67 prisoners, both political and ordinary, had gone on 
hunger-strike in Alipore Jail between February 7 and but had since abandoned 
their attitude. They had demanded approximation of their diet, clothing and privileges 
to the scales accorded to Division II prisoners. 

Questioned regarding the monthly allowance to the detenus, the Home Minister 
said that the monthly allowance of Rs.,15 was not being paid to all released detenus. 
With the exception of 1,106 detenus released in accordance with the annouioemeut 
in November last, the merits of each individual case would bo esamined and allow- 
ances of varying amounts would be given as necessary. In the cases of the 1,106 
detenus released within a very short period of time, it was impossible to conduct suoh 
enquiries and allowances had been granted at a Hat rate without further examination. 
Those released from home domicile wore allowed to continue to draw the aliowanoes 
sanctioned for them in such domicile. 

Replying to Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, Deputy Leader of the opposition, Sir K, 
Nazimuddin said that he was a\yare that dissatisfaction had been expressed in certain 

? |uarters at the treatment meted out to repatriated Audamanites, but it was not a 
act that these prisoners had no proper clothing in winter and also that the jail tieat- 
ment had andermined the health of the prisoners. 

The Council had a brief sitting this afternoon when it passed the Bengal Rhino- 
ceros Preservation (Amendment) Bill as passed by the Lower House. 

Bbnoal Expirino Laws Bills 

2 let MARCH A surprise was sprung on the Treasury Benches to-day when 
Prof. Humayun Kabir, a member of the rroja Party, raised an important point of 
order questioning the competence of the Provincial Legislature to consider any Bill 
proposing ta.xation on the consumption of electricity, which, he contended, was a 
subject included in the Federal list of subjects as per the Seventh Schedule of the 
Goverument of India Act. The occasion for the point of order arose when the 
Finance Minister moved for consideration in the Upper House of the Bengal Expiring 
Laws Bill of 1938, which sought to make permanent Bills imposing taxation ou (1) 
consumption of electricity ; (2) entertainments ; (3) Scamp Duty ; and (4) Court Fees. 

Elaborating his argument that the consideration of the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill 
was ultra vires of the House. Prof. Kabir said that the duty on the consumption of 
electricity was an Excise Duty and, a? suoh, exclusively reserved for the Federal 
Legislature. Similarly, the rate of Sump Duty in respect of bills of lading was also 
exclusively a Federal subject. 

21 
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ne hon. the Pmidmit, while reserfiag his raliDg on the point of eider. ■ 
the opiniOD that the dieoossioB oo the merits of the Bill might go on. In auTS 
was ooDTtDoed that the consideration of the Bfll nas uUn vAve of the Home tS* 
Chair was empowered under the Standing Rnles not to put the matter to the 
of the House. 

Mii^- MAKCH a warning, that if the conveniences about which members had 
complained, such as inabiiity to get books from the library, lack of drinking water 
etc., were not remedied, be would be compelled to adjourn the House from time to 
time, was given by the President to-day. The President suggested that instead of 
'*begging the Ministers” the members rnigot move a resolution and settle the matter 
onoeforalL _ . . 


DejMurtenttDitt assured the House that he would immediate) jr remedy the grieTauoes. 

By 31 votes to 10, the House took the Beugal Expiring Laws Bill into coosidera* 
;tion. The point of order raised by Professor Humayun Eabir, on Monday last, that 
the Bill was tUtra vires and illegal as it violated certain provisions of the Govern* 
rnent of India Act was being discussed by the members when the House rose for 
the day. 

29rd. MARCH Ihe President gave his ruling to-day on the point of order 
raised by Prof. Humayun Kabir questioning the competence of the Beqgal Legisla- 
ture to legislate for imposing a tax on the consumption of electricity as was sought 
to be done through the Bengal Expiring I^aws Bill of 1038. 

While expressing grave doubts about the compotcnry of the local Legislature to 
deal with the subject matter of the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, the President pre- 
ferred to follow tne procedure adopted by tho Canndiau and Australian Parliaments 
in similar oironmstances and left it to the House to decide whether it was compe- 
tent to pus the Bengal Electidcity Duty Act. 

The President hoped the Federal Court would clear np tho constitutional point 
involved in the point of order raised. 

Bengal TE.VANr;Y Act Amend. Bill 

25th. MACRH :»The consideration of tho Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee was held np to-day on account of a technical flaw 
in the report. 

Maharaja Manmathanath Boy. Leader the Progressive Party, riaing on a point 
of order, said that under slh^ction Threo of Section 61, Bengal Ooiinctl Rules 
Standing Orders, it was obligatory oo the Bekct Comrnmitteo to state whether or 
not the Bill had been so alterea as to Tequirt ropuhlication, but this had not been 
done. 

The Bevenue Minister and the Ifome Minister, While admitting the technical flaw, 
argued that the House could condone the error. 

The President also held that while the rule was mandatory, the irregularity had 
not vitiated the Bill. 

However, on the Pi'csid cut's suggestion, the Flume Minister moved a short notice 
amendment to send back tho report to the Select Comraitteo with instruction' to 
rectify the flaw which was agreed to and the Council adjourned. The Bill, it will be 
recalls, was passed by tho Assembly daring the hist session. 

28lb. MARCH The Council harl ton minutes' silting this afternoon. After tne 
Counoil had passed Clause 1 of tho Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Bill, the Hon. 
Sir Bejoy Prasad Siygh Roy, Rovenuo Minister, suggested to tho President to 
adjourn the House to enable the leaders of the different parties to meet and arrrve 
at an agreement over the different amendments moved in respect of the clauses of 
the Bill 

SOtb. MARCH :^The report of the Privileges Committee of the Couneil wfs 
presented to-day in the Counril, recommending that no farther action be taken 
oonnection with the decision of tho President of the Council to leave a certaiB point 
of order and the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill to bo dociilod by tho vobr ol the Bouse. 

Two amendments were moved, one chaiactcrising an editorial comment as an 
indirect msinuation against tho Chair and as such, reprehonsiblo and deserving severe 
oondemnation by the House, the other suggesting that the report he referred back 
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to the ftiTilegH' Gomidttee for >e«extm!iietion to enable the Omunittee to take 
gyideaosv tMurtioalkrly of tibie editor of the paper oonoemed. 

The mharaia of Santoth, Leader of the ProgresBivo Party, pointed oat that they 
had DO authority to saminoo the e^'tor to appear befeie them and’ averred that it 
most have been farthest from the editoiV intention to cast any refleotlbn on the 
Chair. He sngyested. that the matter be dropped. 

Agreeing with* the sugeestioo^ the PreHaint asked the ^over*of the report of the 
Privileges Committee as alho the movers of tlio amendmonta wi^dvaw their motions, 
which they did.. 


1st. APRIL Foliowing Qvo huuiV discassion, the . Councii passed the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill this aftornoon in praoticalty tfao same term in which it 
emerged from the Lower House last ytsar.. 

TnO' Progressive Party (the Landlords Group), uuder the leadership of the Maharaja 
of Santosh, staged a walk-out when the House took up the final reading of the Bill. 

The Leader of the Congress Panty observed that although it was a half-hearted 
measure and did not go far enough to ameliorate the conditions of the cultivators, his 
party was not prepared' to oppose its passage inasmuch as it had some elements of 
gpoa ter the cultivating masses. 

The passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act Amending Bill with only a few minor 
modifications by the Upper House in spite of vigorous opposition by tlio landlords In 
the province marks an imiioi tant stage in the history of land laws in this country. 
The landlords’ transfer fee knewn as Salami^ their right of pre-emption and right to 
realise rent by certificate procedure were abolished. The tenants were given 
the right to recover the diluvial land within 20 years on payment of only four 
years* rent, while at the same time the unuler-ryot with occupancy rights, who came 
into existence either before or after 1928, were given rights similar to those 
enjoyed by the occupancy ryot, including the right to surrender his holding. The 
rate of interest payable by ryots on arrears of rent were reduced from 12 and a 
half per cent to u and one-fonrlh per cent. All the provisions under the Bengal 
Tenaney Act conceruiug the enhancement of rent, including Section 52 of the Act, 
which conferred on a landlord the right to receive additional area, were suspended 
for a period of 10 years. Last but not least, facilities were given by the Bill 
for tenants to sub-divido .their holdings. 

It was this Bill that had been the cause of ^disoord even in the Ministry. 
Months ago, at a time when the Bill was on the anvil, the bon. Sir Bijoy PrasM 
Singh Roy, Minister for Revenue, it was said, found it hard to agree to provisions in 
the BUI w’hich went not only against bis convictions in the matter but against tho 
interests of tho constituoucy which he represented indhe Assembly. He was in the 
Legislative AssemMy as tho i epresentutive of landlords and the entire landholding 
conimunily had with one voice raised a storm of protest against any Bill savouring 
of expropriation, Sir Bijoy, however, iccoociled himself to the ineviteble and agreed 
to get along with the Ministry, in spite of many clauses in the Bill which were bound 
to affect his own and his community’s interests. 

The Maharaja of Santosh made on the floor of the Council before staging a walk- 
out with the members of tho Progressive Pai'ty a protest against the Bill as 

amended by the Council. The Maharaja explaining tlie reasons ter walking 

out said : “We cannot remain here with any srase of self-respect as the 

majority are bent upon tyrannising over the helpless minority for political aggrandise- 
ment. We further feel that we cannot have justice here and that we must seek 
protection from the Governor or the Governor-Genci'al. or from the Federal Court, 
or from the ’British Parliament through the Secretary of State if need be. Above idl, 
we shall take our stand upon the Instrument of Instructions created by His Imperial 
Majesty the Eing-£mperor for vindication of the Permanent Settiemeot which is the 
bulwark of the economic structure of Bengal.*’ 

PxjBLiG Demands Recovery Amend. Bill 


2nd. APRIL :-*The Council was prorogued to-day after the House passed the 
Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill extending tho powers under oertifioate 
procedure of land mortgage banks in respect of realisation of duos in the form in 
which tho measure emerg^ from tho Lower House. The Congress Party opposed 
the consideration of the Bill but the Revenue Minister’s motion for consideration was 
carried by 26 to 9 votes. 
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— Madras —27tlt. Jaaoaiy ta Ist February *38 

The ^^Bsnde-Maiabam” Controversy 


The Budget eeeeion of the Madras Legislative Assembly commenced on the 27th. 
jMiiwry 19SS. After formal business the '^Bande llataram’* controvem assumed an 
i^y tana when ei^t Ifuslim members, headed by Mr. Ahdul Hamid Jthan^ leader of 
the Mnstim League Party, walked ont of the House as a protest against the singing 
of the song. 

Sooii after the Speaker took chair and called for prayer, Mr. Khan lodged a pro- 


followed by the Speaker offering prayer to the Almighty in English. 

Windiag up the day's proce^ings and adjourning the House to meet on the next day 
the Hou’fale Mr. Samlmrmurthi, Speaker, referred to the commotion created in the 
Bouse to-day, by the walk-out of a body of Muslim members and said that 
he fully sympmiaed with the feelings of the Muslim members in respect of Bande- 
song, but felt that such spectacular demonstrations were not indispensable 
to exhibit the feelings. They might as well have stayed away during the prayer time 
since it was not oUigatoiT on the part of any member of the House to remain in the 
House at prayer time. Be felt that some form of prayer was always necessary in 
every parnamentu’y body as was tbo practices in many foreign oountrif^s and be 
hoped to evolve a suitable form of prayer agreeable to all communities shortly in 
oonsnltation with rraresentatives of the various selections in tlm Honse. 

Ooiudading the S^idcer announced that to-morrow being Friday, a day anspioious 
to the Muslima, a stanza from the Quoran would be sung first dnriog the prayer time 
sod this would be followed by a prayer in English. *Bandemataram'’ would not be 
sung to-morrow. 

Debt Belief Bill 

Immediately after the Premier had presented the Select Committee report on the 
Debt Belief Bill, a point of order was raised by the Opposition member whether, 
acoordiog to the Government of India Act, previous sanction of the Governor had 
been obiaioed. The Premier said that the Biil was in the name of the Government 
which inolnded the Governor. He also added that the Governor's previous sanction 
had been obtained. ^ 

Several members moved for adjournment of tho Bill. . « 

Replying to the oriticisma, the Premier thanked Mr. Langley, of the European 
group, forthe i^will he had for the present Government but said that they were 
not oonoemed with whether the Bill would help them (the Googres^ to oontinne in 
offioe or not Tho point was whether the measnre was good or bad. Beferring to 
the threat that the Congress would be thrown out of the offioe on aoconnt of this 
Bill, he said, that *any prospective politioal losses or gams would^ not divert them 
from pursuing this Bill. If the Bill was bad, nothing could be gained by postponing 
it and it wonul be better to reject it even now instep of allowing it ^ hang m. 

Beferring to the oritiolam that the agrioultural credit would spoiled, the Premie 
said that he did not believe that any land would remain uncultivated nor any agri 
onltnriat would go for want of a loan of seed for sowing. .Referring to the smMUoi 
to follow the leSi of Bombay, the Premier humorously said that the Bombay Qovorn 
ment waa alao a Oongresa CSfovornment and tho Congren was one in^visible wholf 
Thw would be willing to take the lead from any Ctoveram^t They were ex 
penrnenting on diffarait nethode a^ one wonlf be benefited by the expmiMw 
of the other. The iigonont the oonntry waa against the Bill waa toh^ 
huwrreoti 
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Kumara Muihia Chetiy of the Opposition mover! an amondmont, recommon- 

uing that the Bill be referred to tho Select Committee again for further consideration. 
The amendment was lost by 142 votes against 21. 

A third poll was demanded on Sir A. T. Pannirselvam's amendment which tho 
Premier did not accept, and it was negatived by 41 votes against seven. The Houso 
then adjourned. 

The Bande Mataram Tnciden’t 

28 Ui. JANUARY When the Assembly re-assembled this morning, in accordance 
with the statement. made by tho rioii’ble Speaker ycstiM’day, a Muslim mcmhi'r sang 
some stanzas from the Quoran. In spite of this, those Muslims who staged a walk- 
out yesterday during the prayer time were not present in the House and came in only 
after prayer time. 

Debt Belief Bill (Con'td.) 

29 th. JANUARY The Speaker Mr. Sambamurti adoptetl a rather unusual 
procedui*e to-day for taking a poll demanded by an Opposition Member on an amend- 
ment on tho Agricultural Debt Belief Bill. The Speaker ordered all galleries to be 
cleared including tho press, and all the doors of tlio Assembly Cliamber were 
closed for quarter of an hour. Visitors and pressmen had to stand outside on tho 
Assembly veranda. One veteran legislator, a member of tho Upper House, who had 
also withdrawn, told that the Speaker presumably wanted to impress on the members 
the inconvenience and waste of time that would be caused by taking a regular poll, 
so that they might think twice before demanding a poll. 

It may be stated that this was the third poll demanded by tho Opposition Members 
in an hour's time this morning. Tho amendment wliich souglit for the exclusion 
of charitable institutions from tho operation of tho Bill was rejected by i;i7 
votes to 27. 

A second walk-out was staged to-day when four Muslim Members headed by 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan walked out of the House as a protest against tho singing 
of the "Bande Mataram" song and returned after tho prayer time. 

31tt. JANUARY After five days' debate tlio Assembly to-day passed the 
Agriculturist Debt Relief Rill without a division. 

All amendments having been disposed of the Premier moved that the Bill bo 

8 assed into law. Sir A. T. Paiinirselvam stated that under section 93 clause 2 of 
^0 Government of India Act the Bill should not be passed into law at the same 
sitting and appealed to the Speaker to safeguard tho rights of the Houso. 

Aher the Premier had lepiied tho Speaker overruled the objection, and the 
Premier’s motion that tho Bill be pas-od into law was carried. 

Federation OrrosED by Government 

Tho Premier thou moved the resolution opposing tho introduction of the 
Federation. 

Mr. W, K. 3/. Langley^ Leader of tho European Group, opposing tho motion, 
said that ho disagreed with tho Premier that the roi.xturo of representatives of 
**undemocratio'* Indian States land autonomous provinces would bring about dis- 
harmony. He quoted the opinions of well-known Congress leaders who were loud 
in their praise of Indian States, and advocated a fair trial being given to Federation. 

Earlier, Moslem members, headed by Mr. Abdul Hamid Khau^ again wuIIclmI out 
protesting against the singing of Bande Mataram. 

After prayer, tho Speaker announced that in futuro such conduct rilTecting Iho 
solemnity of piayors would be construe*! as a gross disordoily conduct. Mr. 
Laljan. a Moslem member, interjected that they were prepared for the worst. 

3Ut JANUARY :-Mr. C. Rajagopalachar iar ill moving the resolution condem* 
Ding the imposition of tho Federal part of the Government of India Act said : "Tiin 
signs are not wanting that the Government of Britain is realising the difficulties of 
the situation, and, therefore, we must express our views. This is not merely a rei- 
teration of the Congress dogma, but it is an expression of the people as a* whole. 
Continuing, he said, ''Life is one and united. All India is unitea and one. But what 
we want is a workable political constitution. We find that the wrong thing is called 
an All-India unit The proposed unity is a ooanterfeit.ono. In the matter of defence, 
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combfoatioa is possible. But internal government is difficnlt, unless it Is lioiiioge- 
neons,'* Concluding the Hon. Premier said : “As wise men of affairs* let us unite and 
say that this mixture— which does not oven present the budget before the people and 
wants to have everything upon compulsiou is not wanted bv us.” At this stage the 
House adjourned. ‘ 

Itl FEBRUARY : — Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan^ loader of the Moslem League 
Oronp, charaoterizt?d the r«?solution as nothing but a “climb down tantamount to the 
Congress giving up their claim for a Constituent Assembly. Tho Moslem League 
was the only organization chat had consistently . opposed Federation and would 
continue to do so. 

Mr. Yakub ffassan^ Minister for Public Works, stated that seven provincial 
Governments would be adopting tho resolution. India would watch with interest 
whether the four other provincial governments headed by Moslem Premiers would 
also adopt resolutions similar to tliat movo.i by tho Madras Premier. 

Knmararaja Muthia C hefty, leader of the Opposition, opposing the resolution, 
said though tlio .lustico Party had unequivocally declared that the Government of 
India Act had fallen short of expectations still the time would be better spent 
working the Federation than discussing whether Federation was workable or not. 
Tiio resolution was carried without discussion and the Assembly adjourned till the 1st. 
March. 


Budget Session — Madras — 1st. March to 30th. March 1938 

Fixantul Statemkn't run 19:5S-:'>9 

Tho Congress Ministiy's second budget for the year 193S-39, was presonted by tho 
Hon’ble Mr. RajagoplncLin, the Premier on the 1st. March. It rovealcd a small 
surplus of lis. I'i.UOO. The following are details ; 

Revenue for Hit) next year is estimated at Rs. 15,98,21.000, which is less than tho 
revised estimate for the current year by about 15 lakhs. The fall is m.ainly duo to 
(1) smaller income-tax assignmotit anticipated for the next year. (3) reduction of rates 
of grazing fties in riovoriinu'nt forests by 50 percent with offet;t from April 1, 1938 

and (3) ooiitomplated extension from October 1 next of Ihohibitioii to two districts, 

close to the Salem district, whoiti it was introduced last Gctidier. Uediietion of graziog 
foes and extension of Prohibition involves a loss of about 11 lakhs next year and 19 
lakhs in future years. Allow.aneo h.as also been mado for land revenue concessions, 
involving a loss of over 73 lakhs. Tho expendituro charged to revenue is estimated 
at Ks. 15,98,09,000 leaving a small surplus of about Rs. 13,000. 

Retronchment under hill jouruey charges, release of prisoners before their time, 
recent revision of pay of Government servants and replacement of salariod medical 
officers by honorary officers in (Jovernment institutions account for saving of about 
Rs. 1,50,000 while .abolition of re-sottlemeut has resulted in a saving in expenditure 
by about Rs. 3,50.000. ... . . , 

Provision has been made for new expenditure involving an annual cost of about 

Rs. 5 and a half lakhs and non-recurriug expendituro of ultimatelv Ks. 3G lakhs. 
Provision made for the next ye.ar under both heads is about Rs. 18 lakhs, Rs. 16 and 
a half lakhs of this are for dovelopraeut service, such as teaching of Hindusthani in 
secondary schools, development of hand-spinning .and khadi manufacture^ water supply 
and drainage schemes, both urban and rural, anti-malarial measure and mesures for 
control and eradication of plague, improvement and expansion of rural dispensaries, 
introduction of cancer treatment in several hosjiitals, ameliorative measures for de- 
exporimeiits of fruit culture and nurseries and expansion of the 


Largei^ increases as compared with 193'. '-.37 occur iindf i education Rs. 5,35,000, under 
medical relief Rs. 5 lakhs, under public health Rs. 20 lakhs, under scheduled classes 
Ks. 2 one fourth lakhs, under Agriculture, Veterinary and Co-operative Cr^it Rs. 4 
lakhs. This has been done in spite of the sacrifice of considerable amount of revenue 
in 1938-39 as compared with 193G-37 viz. Rs. 34 lakhs under Excise revenne, Rs. 18 
lakhs under Land Revenue and Rs. 3 lakhs under forest revenue, or Bs. SO 
lakhs in all. 

Capitel expendituro is estimated at about Ra. i;)4,00^ and is most for nma- 
BonrtiTO inintion and electricity echemeg, bMpitai boildiw ud naymaia of 
nwTBmM nAe of pensions, wbioh bad boon pnmiionaliy prondad forute oapii 
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Bn* ioias to Agricoltarlfitt* lofial iMxlleii and (Others, provision Aas been 

sAMNit Ks. 1 erore 18 lakhs. Out ol this stun Bs. iSO lakhs are to enable the afffiettl- 
tnriste to take full advanta^ of rnUef open to them .under Agrionlhirists* BebtlMiM 
Msaanres and about Ks. 7 lakKs are for loans to them for other parposes inolttAiag 
eeastraotion of dwelling houses. 

118.413 lakhs are provided for loans to local bodies, mostly for watorHitipiily, 
dialnagOi housing, electricity and other capita! espeadHuro and about As. 8 bdtha for 
adrancea to Industrial concerns, 4?o-fiperative societies and others. 

it is proposed to raise in the open market a lean of As. 1 and three fonrih ceeres to 
fiBinoe the remnnerative capital expemiiture and for re-kuding. 

Ybe closing balanco^ at the end of tho year oschMivo of the securities in the 
Auntne Belief Fund and Pykara Gleotncity Funds, is estiaakad to stand at Rs 64,5Zi00(]|. 

Capital liaMKties and assets of the province at the end of the current year are 
estimated at 17 and half utoros and Rs. 30 and tliree^lonrrh crores respeotively, 
corresponding fmros at the end of the neat year leing Its. l8 and one*fourth crores 
and lU, 32 and naif crores respectively^ 

The Bn^t for 19.18-39 at a glanco : 

Revenue— Rs. 15,98.21,000. 

Evpenditnre—Ks. 1548,09.000. 

Harpltts--1ls. 12,000 

rransactions outside revenno Account : 

Receipts (open market loans) Rs. 1,75,00,000. 

To^ disbursements— Rs: 2,90,41,000 

Excess of disbursements over receipts Rs. 43,43,CCO 


Opening Balance-^Rs. 1,^,%p00 
Gfosing B 


Balance— Rs. 04.57,000 

CapHat Uabilities and Assets : 

Total LiahOities-Rs. 19.17,57,000 
Total Asseta-Rs. 32,48,07,000. 

Emmas of Amets over fJahilities— Rs. 13.10,50,000 

Famine Relief Fund : 

ing Balance— Rs. Gl,11.000 
ling Balance— Rs. 57,49,000 

Electricity Reserve Funds 

Opening Balance— Rs. 5,73400 

Gosing Balance— Rs. 12,40.000 

Thr Motor Vrhicucs Taxahox Ban 

After the presentation of the Budget, the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act Amending 
Bill ompowerum local bodies to receive taxe.s dircr:t from tf.e payers to compensate for 
the loss of toll inoomo was passed into law. 

Rkleisr of (>)NV1CTS 

Bud. MARCH Tlie Premier explained to-day the Govornmpnt\s policy with 
rvdard to the release of convicts. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari said they hiwl 
eewded to follow a policy of oonditional release in favour of prisoners ooa* 
iooited of crimes other than those which indicated that such clemency might prove 
dangerons to the community. Sucli a poliev, he said, had been long overdue and tho 
eases of all eonvicts sentenced to terms of six months and upwards who, in tho 
Government's opinion, could be released without danger to society, were being oxa-l 
mined. They were to bo^^iven generous remissions and wave to be released in toitoliiO 
aubjeot to their good behaviour after release. Tills policy besides fniiheriag Iha 
aovoBMOt for the reformation of criminals would, by effecting a Urge reduetioa In 
iail populations, result in reduced expeodituro on that department. In anticipation of 
' been made in the budget f6r a saving of Rs. 50,000 on this 


Tuivno Gortroi. Bxu 

Tho Aaaombly next passed the Madras Trafio Control Bill. _ 

Vhmk tito llinister-&^hai]co of toe Bill moved toil too Bill be passed, Mr A. f. 
Bmidndvttm said t *lt would be a moehmy to call the Honae a deliberative body if 
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of far-reaching importance are hoslle-J throng in undue haste whMi la 
oontrarf to the given by the Premier in the Upper Honso while «aoui^ 

the DeM ^lief Bill. lhe_ /Vemiert in reply, drew distinction between qoiok- 
nm and basto He^matntoinM oentralizod control was impossibio nnloss certain 


WUIrlWloUVI 

Imaginary powers of local bodies were curtaUed. 


Generil Discussion* of Budget 

Srd MARCH Thu Assembly coinmeaced U>«day the general disoussioii of Bud- 
get. The opposition was caught napping, whou, at 7-25 p. m.e the Speaker^ finding 
no one rising to speak, ualled the Premier iu reply in the debate. An oupositioa 
member reproseuted that seroral members of his side .vho had intended to speak had 
thought that they could speak on fho next day as three days bad been allotted for 
disonssion of the budget. The Sfieakur aliowei him to spean and also another mem- 
ber after which no one rising, the Premier began replying but had not concluded 
when the house adjourned. 

Mr. E. H, A/. Boioar (Auglo-ludiau) sptmking first congratulaied the Premier on 
the surplus budget without impositiou of additional taxation. Sir William Wright 
considered the Premier's budget speech disappointing and wanted the premier to es- 
tablish a belter cenventiou by which alt the prepasedtaxatioa bills would be outlined in 
the budget, so that the businass aud iudustriat interests might know the exact msi- 
tion in the coining year, and bo euablod to regulate their commitments. He pud a 
compliment to the >fu'emier for his sound loan policy and assured the European 
group*s suuiport fur loans in furtherance of sound ccenomlc and remunerative 
schemes. The speaker struck a note of pessimism with regard to the suocoss of tho 
Wardha scheme. 


dill. March Au importaul ruling was given by the Speaker, Mr. B. Samba* 
murthi when the Assembly resumed the general debate on the Budget to-day. 

An Opposition member raised a ijoint of order as to whethor it would not bo 
contrary to Parliamentary practice to allow other members to speak when the Finanoe 
Minister had half finished nis reply on the Budget debate. 

The Speaker ruled that as the House had still the plenary powers of rule-making 
in regard to the prouedure and as those roles of the Ueuso did not conlliet with the 
rules made by the Governor for the oomplotiou of financial business under section 8t 
of the 'Govornmont of India Act, the House had ample discreticn to suit tho exigen- 
cies of the situation when the elasticity of procedure warranted. Ho therefore ruled 
that the other members would be allowed, as a matter of indulgence, to speak on tho 
Budget, and the Premier would complete his reply at tho ond of the discussion. 

Mr. IF. JiC. Af. Langley (leader of the Euro|ieaa Group) doscribod the Budget as a 
good one, containing provisions which went a great way te increase the hemth and 
efficiency of the people. Mr. A, T* Pannirselvamy an ox*Miaister, characterised the 
Premier’s Budget speech as ^"more fitted for tho Congress House than lor the Assembly. 

Srimaii Lakehtnidevamma paid a compliment to tlie Premier for his well thought- 
out Budget Bhe pleaded for revision of the Famine Code. 


901. MARCH Good humour prevailed whon Mr. C. Rajagoo^aehm, tho Premiei*, 
stood up to reply to the Budget debate to-day. He reiterated his faith in prohibition 
and refuted the allegation that the Salem collector's report on tho suwess of the 
soheme was exaggerated. He assured that he would not hide any evidence given 
■gainst the sneoess of prohibition and expressed thankfnlness for the very generous 
manner in which the Leader of tho Opposition had approved of the Budget and 
given expression to his anqualifiod approval of several parte of it. , 

Dealing with Hindi he said that Hindi or Urdu should not bo mixed up with 
religion, it was the language of Hindus and Moslems in India. There was a qwm 
over Hindi and Urdu InNorth India. He wished that those who ^ WthlM to do 
with politios would not borrow quarrels from the north and add to their diffioultiss 
in the loath. This, however, was wing done unwittingly. 

Voumo on Budoit DmiiNos 

14tt. MAXCH:— The Howe aesefflUed to-dey fw votiw on dMunde to 
^ T. P^nmintlvam (Jwtice Pwty) aovod nout of Be. 100 in the d ennnd of 

Rs. ^37,900 under '‘land revenue”, to urge tho inadequaoy of the relief proposed 
1>7 mQ «f lend toToiiM rawiBBion. 
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Most Oppositioa membors who psHtolpated in the <lo bate said that the Dobt 
Relief Bill could serve only as a palliative. It could not our e the burden of over- 
taxation under which the agriculturists suffered. 

The Premier said that it was not possible to change all of a sudden a land revenue 
policy which had boon in oporation for more than 150 years. There was such a 
thing as tradition, to got out of which would necessarily involve time. 

The motion was pressed to a divi.sioa and lost 18 voting for and 108 against it. 

15U». MARCHt:--darinf! dismissioa on the excise demand to-day, Mr. K. Ahdur 
Rahman Khan suggested that the Government should organize poaccfal pioketting of 
**toddy” and “arracfc” shops and thus prepare the ground for llw inti eduction of 
complete prohibition by stages. Mr. R. M. Palat, ex-iaturim Minister, suggested a 
plebiscite before prohibition was introduced. , , . , 

Mr. (7. Rajagopalachariar, the Premier, replying, slated that the tomporanco 
measures adopted by previous Governments had failed miserably. That was why 
the Gongress Ministry bolioved in complete prohibition in place of piecemeal measures. 
Referring to the allegation that the report of Mr. A. F. Dixon, culloctor of Salem, on 
the working of prohibition was an exaggeration, the Premier declared : "Mr. Dixon 
has become an enthusiast only on sufficient grounds and evidence. I too am entlui- 
siastic about prohibition. His conclu.Hion about the success of prohibition tallies with 
mine, and that was why I quoted his observations.” 

Mr. B. Sambamurthif Speaker gave an important ruling when ho said that the qnostion 
of amending any clause of any existing act could not: be raised through a cut motion 
on demand in respoct of that department, and only the policy and details of adminis- 
tration of Government could bo disciLssed. 

18th. MARCH IntOrvoning in tholdobato on a motion to-day, tho Premier said that 
members of tho Services should bo responsible to tho Ministers and the Government, 
and should not become the customers of clients of members of the House. The 
statoment was made in criticism of tho policy of the Registration Department iu the 
Assembly. 


19th. MARCH “I do not thiuk that any section of tho House is in good mood ; 
is it worth while to take the poll now ?” With tli»jsi* words the Premier, Mr. C. 
Baja0opalachari to-day eased a tonso atmosphere, which might have developed into 
an unpleasant incident, when on tho demand foi adjournment of tlie Assembly at 
7-30 p. m, which was lost, a poll was demanded. The Premier’s words had the desired 
effect and both the adjournment as also the demand for a |)oU were withdrawn. 

Earlier Sir A. T. Pannirselvam' s token cut urging the necessity of rescinding the 
Government order of reclassifying irrigation sources in Tanjore district on the ground 
that Tanjore paid tho highest amount of laud rovenuo in the world, whilo it sold 
paddy at the lowest figuro obtainable in the market, was negatived by 9 votes to 103. 

19th. MARCH i—Soones similar to those enacted by tho Congress and other 
Opposition parties in tho Central Legislative Assembly in course of tho discussion of 
the Finance Bill were witnessed to-day, whon the Opposition consisting of the Justico, 
the Muslim League and the Independent parties withdrew tlieir cut motions without 
any speech. About lUO cut motions wero given notice of by them under various 
budget demands to discuss such important subjects as separation of tho Executive 
and tho Judiciary, jail reform, wholesale release of prisoners, tho question of retain- 
ing tho criminal intciligenco department and the like and the House granted five 
major demands in one hour. One solitary Muslim member of the Opposition alono 
moved a few cut motiens. 

This attitude of the Opposition which had all along been criticising the policy 
and acts of tho Congress Govorninent through uumorous cut motions during the past 
fow days was significant. Lobby talks indicated that as the Opposition felt that they 
were not given sufficient opportunity to ventilate their grievances they thought it better 
to keep silent over the voting on grants. 

A olue for this was obtained when idir A. T. Pannireelvam of the Justice Party 
who was first callod upon to move his cut motion on demand under Head ^^District 
Administration” said that sinoa he happened to transgress the relevant limits in 
ooone of his speeoh and too many points of order wore raised daring (ho sanmi 
thought it wise not to move or spetk on bis cut motions. 
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p6Witt Bahtdar Appt^durai Pillai who was to next mofe bis cat also save a 
similar reason for lus not moving the same. Then in succession the Opposition mem- 
bers who had tabled oats un der vai'ioas demands all withdrew their motions without 
any speeoh. After passing five demands the House adjourned till the 21st. 

2 lei. MARCH : — *T am ifi>t moving my cut motion, /* was the reply given one 
after another by several members of the opposition, excei ''•ng the Moslems, who tabled 
out motions as the Speaker called out their names after liie Education Minister had 
moved demand for a grant of Bs. 19,949,400 under tbo head ^^Education” to-day. 

Sir A, T. Panniraelvam to-day gave lead in tiiis attitude which the opposition 
adopted last Saturday in moving cut motions. Dr. Siibbaroyan^ moving the oomand, 
claimed that in the year 1938-39 the Government were spend ing much less than in 
the previous years on inspection, and added that Us. 20,0^ were provided for the 
teaching of Hindi in secondary schools. Tho Minister regretted that owing to paucity 
of funds the building grants that had been promised could not bo provided. 

The proposed iutroduction of compulsory study of Iliudi in schools was uext severely 
critioisea by Moslem members. 

Khan Bahadur Khali fulla^ ex-Minister, who was a staunch advocate of Urdu, said 
that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru a week ago had stated that Urdu was the most suitable 
commou language iu India. Mr. Khalifullah w'as afraid tiiat Moslem culture would be 
lost if text books were written in Hindi. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan welcomed the Premier’s announcomeut that the Govern- 
ment were willing to spend money like water on Moslem education, and suggested 
that the Premier might grant a lakh of rupees for scholarships to Muslim pupils in 
the presidency. Reterring to the Wardha Scheme he said that it was not possible 
to make the scheme self-supporting unless the Govornment spent larger sums of 
money. 

23rd. MARCH : ^Moving the Public Health demand to-day, Dr. T. S, S. Kajan 
said that the Government had provided Bs. 6 lakhs more than last year's provision for 
public health. An Opposition member asked for adequate provision for the conduot of 
a vigorous cumpuigu against malaria. Keferriug to the honorary medical system, Br. 
Rajan said Uiat the system had been in existence for 12 years, and that at pi^ent 
there were 165 honorary practitioners associated with hospitals. 

24th. MARCH —During the debate ou the Public Health demand, the Premier 
referred to the incidents coiiuectod iu the Salem Municipality’s waterwoi-ks tender, 
which had led to thti resiguation of the chairman and some other counoillors of the 
municipality. Tho Premier said that the Goverument woie entitled to give direction 
to tho muiiicipality ou tho kind of material tu be used in waterworks. There was 
absolutely no question of interference with the rights of a municipal council. 

25lh. MARCH ‘‘I support collective bar^yaining, which is a British heritage for 
us,” said Mr. G. Eujaaopalacharu the Premier, intervening to-day in tho debate on 
the industries demand. Persoually, ho s ever, the Premier did not boliovo in collective 
or individual bargaining. It was a necessary evil for settling labour disputes. He 
appealed to employers to recoguizo trade unions. Noii-reoognitlon was tantamount 
to isolation and would be unsocial. , . , ^ * 

There was no need for alarm regarding the labour situation, Minister for 

Labour (Mr. V. V. Oiri) had settled no fewer than a dozen disputes. That showed 
fuodamontal good feelings without which tho disputes could not havo been settled. It 
was regrettame that the existing two or three disputes could not be settled, but the 
Premier was not without hope. . , , jii. 

Mr. OirL the Minister in charge, moving the demand for mdnstries and labour 
declared that be believed iu the complete nationalisation of key industries and referred 
to the nationalisation of transport in Hyderabad, ivhich, ho said, was a great success. 
He also behoved iu State-aid to industries. 

The European group did not believe in such nationalisation nor did they oeliove 
in the Govornment carrying on largo scale industries ; such things should be left to 
private enterprise, observed Sir William Wriffht. 

During the debate on tho fisheries demand, one section of the opposition sugges- 
ted its transfer to tho Industries or Agricultural Departo^ent, while Mother urg^ its 
retention as a separate department. The Minister in Charge, replying, explained the 
useful work carriod on by the department, though the Government had not profited by it. 

Tho Assembly voted three more demands, dl without cuts. 
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SM. MARCH Bpeaker*8 visit to Europe was disoassod to-daj whoa die 
Fkittier, Mr. C. Bajag^iaehuri moved a token demand for the pnripoBe. 

Leaders of all groups supported the demand. Mr. A. PanmnJvmm boped that 
ifco St^SjSker would after bis return set *^bealtby, satislaotory and UlomiiisatiiM J>noe- 
dents ler futare Speakers.'’ Mr. IP. K. If. Langley (European OroupW said that 
aothing but benefit would be derived by the Speaker’s visit to oountries mere demo* 
oiatie/institntions eaisted. 

Mr. Sambamurthi. the Speaker thanked the House for the wholehearted support and 
said that he did not utend to be away for more than four months. 

•She House voted this and other supplementary demands amounting to Rs. fi,996,60S. 

•Ihrlier, isoving^a out motion, Mr. J. Kuitali referred to the seriousneBS of the 
lajmir situation, me partioularly referred to the stoppage of work in cotton mills. 
The SMver drew the Government’s attention to the danger of introducing provincial 
legislation which should rightly be the conoern of the Central Government Mr. 
Muttall agreed that properly uonstituted trade unions should be recognized. It woold 
then be possible to bargain collectively without the interference of outsiders. He 
sogimstad tho establishment of a Labour Office similar to that in Bombay. 

Mr, T, T. JCriihnamaehariar (Indian Commeroe) said the psyohmogy behind 
Itbonr trouble was that the advent of popular government bad create a greed in the 
minds of certain people who thought they could even ask for the moon. 

Speaking on Mr. Nuttall’s out motion which he suggested should be withdrawn 
as an soknowledgment of the attitude adopted by the Labour Minister, Sir William 
Wright said that the employers bad uo quarrel with collective bargaining. They wel- 
come trade unions wfaich were properly led and actuated by a sense of responsibility. 
Both the emploYors and workers had reason to be grateful to the Government for its 
labour policy. Ihe (^overnmeui’s communique of last October, he said, had not f^len 
on deaf ears where employers were concerned. They felt a definite responsibility 
to all in their employment, Tho most disturbing feature of the present situation 
was the increasing indiscipline among labour ranks directed not only against ihe 
employers but their own union leaders. 


28ili. MARCH want commutaiibu of pensions to stop end 1 am glad that 
the Chief Whip of the Justice Party is with me, though its leader is against it,” 
declared the Premier, Mr. CT. Rajagopalachari, replying to a cut motion to*day to 
reduce the allotmeui under pensions. 

*1 welcome the motion,” the Premier addod, '^huf I request the mover to withdraw 
it with the f'dl assurance that 1 am entirely -with him. It is not because of the criti- 
cism raised: in the Boaso on tho- system of accuumtiug that 1 waul commutation to go, 
but because our revenues cannot stand this strain.” 

The motion was withdrawn and the entire demand voted. 


iMMouau XBamc Bvitiusssion Bill 

29th. MARCH Mr. Batnan Menony Minister for Courts and | Prisons, moving 
that tbs Madras Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Aroondmont) Bill, as passed by the 
(be Legislative Council, bo taken into consideration, said that the Act in force was 
not sufficiently strong to bring about the desired effect, namely, the complete suppres- 
sion of traffic in women. By the amonding Bill, it was sought for the first time, to 
make third-party earnings an offence. The Bill was passed into law amidst cheers 
from a large number of women in ihe Speaker’s boz. Tho House then adjourned till 
the next day, the 30th. March when after 100 question were answerod, it was 
prvraguid, ^ 



Plroceedtngft of the Madras Council 

IffttdrM— *31at Jaaiiwy to 31al« March 1938 

OoTT. Opposinoii *0 FunoBAnaa 

A fhrae days session of the Madras L^slatiTO Coaodl oommend on the llai. 
liMreh 1CS8 when a;^r fors^ bosioess Dr. 2*. 5. 8. Bajan, Minister for Public 
Health moeed a resolution of -Federation* In doing so, he deolared 

'^Xhe patohing up of irresponsible antoccaoies* benoTolent monarchies and fairly 
respoosihie governtnents into a Federation and erolve a scheme baaed on it is unheal 
of in history. This sort of mixture wiR not only be indigestible, but will act as a 
poison in the body politic of nation. The scheme, far from promoting unity, will 
only set up loroee of conflict between States and British Indian units.'* 

Bootor Elajan continuing said that the Ckingress accepted the Federation as 
a princinle, bat it is opposed to the scheme enrisagOd by the Ooxernment of India 
Act. 1935. The scheme wm a miaflt and utterly unacceptable. ^^Thie is the consider^ 
pttbiie opinion of this prorinee**, said the Hon*br6 Minister, *^and 1 trust other Provinoial 
Ooxemments would also follow suit and lodge their protest.** 

Sir Mahomwied Us many Sir K, FI Reddi^ Bt Honourable Srinivaia Shastri and 
seyeral others spoke on the resolution. 

Sir Kurma Rsddi in his speech dwelt at length on the gradual climb down of the 
Congress in the matter of accepting, office, and declarod it would be doing dts-serxice 
to the country if thejr failed to work the Foderation for what k was worth. 

The Boo. Dr. Subbarayan^ Bducation Minister, speaking nexl, refuted Sir K. Y. 
Reddi's statement and said ^Hho accaptance of office by the Congress does not mean 
acceptance of the Oorernment of India Act. As was made dear in the Election 
Manifeeto its policy was, is and will erer be the combating and ending of the present 
Act The Congress has not a whit moved from its position. It is an imposed conati- 
tntion, and the Congress will never be a party to the* working of any constitution 
which is not framed by the accredited represontativos- of the Indian nation. The 
resolnlion has been irarposely wildly-worded with a view to carry the opposition 
with us in supporting it, and in our fight lor Swaraj.’*' 

The Rt. Hon. Srintvasa Shastri supported the 'r&sotution, but held that the 
Congress should accept office under the Federation also and agitate for further reforms. 

1%e resolution was passed by au overwhelming majority, Sir AT. V. Riddi and Sir 
hiiihamtnad: Usman i^^sing the resolution. 

A walkout was stagm in tlie Council to-day by 12 members of the Opposition led 
by Sir K. V, Reddi as a result of the refusal o£ the Qovernment to accede to the 
Truest of the Opposition to postpone oonsideratiou ol the Agriculturist Debt BeUel 
Bill. Three smarate amendments to this effect were rejected by the House and the 
Premieres motioa tlmt the Bill as passed by the Assembly be taken into constderaticir 
was carried by 28 votes to 16. The Hoo.se then adjourned till the l.st. March. 

Dvil Courts A.urxd. Act 

2nd. MftlCCH The Council to-day refused permission to Mr. J. A. SMhanm 
to iutroduce bi& Bill to amend the Madras Civil Courts Act with a view to allow 
Gatholics. being governed by Canon Law instead of by usage and custom. 

The Pram&r pointed out that the Bill was bey;oad the well-known principle of 
usage, ordiiHirtly being the personal law of communities. 

Separation of Execttivb and Judiciary 

Mr. Ahnted Bieeran moved a resolution - urging separation of the subordinate crimi- 
nal judiciary from the executive. ... 

Another member, opposing, said that when the Congress was iighting against the 
Oovenment of India Act they »luiukl not fritter awdy their energies in such minor 
issuea involving additional cost whicb the Congress Government could not bear in 
of the nimiorative measurett they had taken In hand. 

The House at this stage adjjaoined till March 7. 

VonNo 09 Budget Demands 

Tib. MARCH :-*YotiQg om Budget demands commenced to-day. Mr. J. A. Saldanha 
9adlan Christian ropresenMtive) described the budget as a ^^grandiloquent and 
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Toluntary abdioation'* of ezoiae revenue, and doubted if prohibition would prove a 
enooeMk He snggeaM that title-holders should be taxed, and taxes be inpoeed on 
raoefoeca and owners of raoehorses. Lotteries, Mr. Saldhana said, shonld be oondooted 
on of hoapltala and charitable institutions. 

Mr. M, Bamakrishna Beddi urged reduction in the land revenue assessment by at 
least one-thiid. He pointed out that while in the United Kin^om the tsx amounted 
to only S8 per cent of the gross yield, in Madras it was over 20 per cent. 

M. MARCH Speaking on the Budget to-day, the Bt. Hon. V, 8. Srinivasa 
Saafrs said that the suooess of prohibition in Salem, .which had been beyond expeota- 
sion, folly justified Its extension to other districts. He was happy that the Government 
were proceeding with the introduction of prohibition with duo cantion. 

One urgent matter to which the Government should pay attention was improving 
the lot M the low paid village officials like policemen, who were leading lives of com- 
parative penury. As regards the Wardha scheme. Mr. Sastri said that a moderation 
and restnotion of the sonerne was callled for and like Hindi, it shonld be tried only 
as an enperimental measure. 

Sir £, F. Beddi objected to the extension of prohibition to two more districts, 
remarking that he did not admit the efficiency of the working of the Prohibition Act 
in Salem. He added that the district collector's report regarding its success was ex- 
amrated. He also objected to the compulsory introduction of Hindi in certain 
acnools. 

9lli. MARCH He so much believed in Prohibition that the fact going gainst 
its snocesB he was not afraid of, thus said the Premier dwelling lengthily on Prohi- 
bition in reply to the general debate on the budget this afternoon. 

Refuting the allaga^<’Q Salem Collector's Report on the success of Prohi- 

bition was exaggerated, the Premier referred the House, to the Opposition leader’s 
comment thatSe report was not exaggerated.* Mr. Rajagopalachaiiar assured the 
House that he would not hide any evidence given against the sneoess of Prohibition. 
He expressed thankfulness for the very generous manner in which the leader of the 
Opposition had approved of the Budget and given expression to his unqualified 
approval of aeveral parts of it. 

2S«d. MARCH Questioned as to wheter the Oovornment intended to take stops 
to ban the publication or sale of news-shoets containing acceptances of horses in 
races conducted outside the Province, the Government stated that they would consi- 
der whether the suggestion was practicable. 

The Government further stated that they would consider whetlicr tlio Madras 
Betting Tax Act should be extended to the Ootacamnnd races. 

The Minister fer Courts and Prisons presented the Select Committee’s report on 
the Bill to further amend the Madras Buppression of Immoral Tarfiic Act. The Bill 
was pmed. Bir Mahomed Uamafi, Leader of the Opposition, urged the need for 
establii^ing a large nomber of resene homes. 

EM. MARCH: -The need for the improvement of rural water-snpply and the 
snperfinity of the existence of two Government Houses in Madras were stressed by 
several members during tbe general disBUSsion of Ropplementary demands for 
grants to-day. Another member said that the proposal to send the Speaker of the 
Assembly abroad would create a precedent fer future. 

The fVemier, replying, suggested that members should co-operate by drawing up 
a priority list of tbe areas amoug themselves for tbe extension of improvement of 
water-supply and that the Oovoromeut would attend to their needs. As regards tbe 
Government Houses, the Premier said that the Order-in-Conncil of December, 1936 
made them powerless. Adverting to the Assembly Speaker's voyage abroad, the Premier 
said that any amount of study of Parliamentary procedure from far away was not eqnal 
to practical observation, and the fear oi settling up a precedent was not justified, 
because what was done for the infaiK^ of au institution went a long way towards 
laying a strong foundation for it. The House adjourned till the 31st. March. 

3 lei. MARCH ^Tbe Council passed this afternoon after « three hours’ discussion 
the resolution on lingnistic piovinces on tbe lines of the resolution adopted by the 
Assembly yestordiyr* Thereafter in pursuance of tho message from the Governor, 
the House was prorogued sin die. 
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148 Mr. Aziz Ahmad Khan 

149 Maulvi Karimul Raza Khan 

150 Khan Bahadur Mr. akhtar 

Adil I 

151 Captain Haji Nawab Bahadur 

Muhammad Abdus Sami Khan. I 
Khan Bahadur . I 

IS) Dr. Abdus Samad 


153 Mr. Zahur Ahmad 

154 Mr. Muhammad Ekraic Khah 

155 S. M. Rizwan Allah 

156 Chaudhri Kkaliq-uz zaman 

157 Mr. Muhammad Wasim 

158 Qazi Abdul Wau 

159 Maljuvi Munfait Au Sahib 
i6g Khan Bahadur Shaik Mura* 

mmad Ziaul Haq. 

101 Saribjada Sayed Hasan Au 
Khan 

162 Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat 

Ali Khan 

163 Mr. Tahir Hussain 

iH Captain Nawab Muhammad 
Jamshbdau Khan 

165 Mr. Muhammad Shaukat Ali 
Khan 

166 Nawab Dr. Sir Muhammad 
Ahmad Said Khan 

167 Khan Bahadur Haji Muham- 

mad Obaidur Rahman Khan 

168 Khan Bahadur Badruddxn 

169 Mr. Mohammed Jan Khan 

170 Khan Bahadur Sheikh Khalil- 
UDDiN Ahmad 

171 Khan Bahadur Muhammad 

Raja Khan 

172 Chaudhri ISLAM Ullah Khan 

173 Mr. Akhtar Hasan Khan 

174 Chaudhry Jafar Hasan Khan 

175 Maulana Muhammad Ismail 

176 Sk. Zainul Abbdin 

177 Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muha- 

mmad Fasihuddin 

178 Khan Bahadur Mr. Muhammad 

Fazl-ur-Rahaman Khan 

179 Khan Bahadur Shaik Muh.a- 

mmadImtiaz Ahmad 

180 Khan Bahadur Lieutenant 
M. Sultan Alam Khan 

181 Mr Nafisul Hasan 

183 Mr. Mahmud Hussain Khan 
183 Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf 
1^4 Mr Rafi-uddin Ahmad 
185 Khan Sahib Maulvi Muhammad 
Hasan 

i85 Mr. Muhammad Athar 

187 Mr. Muhammad Farooq 

188 Mr Zahirul Hasnain Lari 

189 Qazi Muhammad Adil Abbasi 

190 Mr. Abdul Hakeem 

191 Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan 

192 Maulvi Iqbal Ahmad Khan 

193 Shaijui Zahxbuddxn Fabuxx 

194 Raja Saiyid Ahmad Au Kba.y Alvi 

195 Chaudhri Htdeb Husain 

196 Mb. Mubasbxb Husain Kidwai 

197 Saiyid Auaz Rasul, Taluqdab 
183 Raja Byed Sajid Husain 
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900 Mmi MimuD Big 

901 Mr. Oruliic Hisik 

9tt Rui 8 ted Muhimxid 8i*idit Au 
Ksisr 

103 RiJi BfuHMCtfiD Abhid Au Erik 

204 £hih Biuidvr Shuku Said Udoik 

Abhid 

205 Bui Sir Mohiihiid £j4z Risvl 

£hin 

206 Dr. Bolar Thukoibbi 

207 8ribiti 1 'rakish Vati .8Ud 

208 Srxmiti Laxshbi Devi 
200 Begum Hibibuu.ih 

210 Begum Sihid fiDSGiiK 

211 Mr. H. 0. WiLTOBD 
211 Mr. Dibmo.\o Young 


.218 CiRinr 8. R.*Pooook 

214 Kubwer Sir MiRiRU!8DrGM 

215 Hr. S. C. CHiznauz 

216 Dr. Sir Jwili Prisid Srxtietiti 

217 Mr. Edward M. Bouirr 

218 Lila Padampat BnraEAinA 

210 Kai Bahadur Lala Prig Naratah 
Ialuroar 

2^ Shaikh Muhammad flABonTUAH 

221 Rua Jaganrata Baxhbh Sdgh 

222 Raja Bishbbhwar Dayal Sbek 

223 Major Raja Dubga Nabatah Shtge 

224 Bai OoviND Chandra 

225 Pandit Raja Bam Sharire 

226 Pandit Suraj Prabad ATiBn 

227 Mb. B. K. Mukherjib 

228 Dr. Stbd Husain Zauib 


Proceedings of the Assembly 

Winter Seition— Lucknow— ITlli. January to Tth. February 1938 

mie winter Bession of the U. P. LegiBlatiNe Assembly 'commeDoed Rt Lnolnow on 
the ITOi JniiiMfff 1228. Alter the Speaktr had paid i feeling tribute to Mrs. 
SwBmpcMi NehrL wife of the Late Pandit Modial Mehrn, an adjourDment motion 
was mopoi by Mr. Mahind SnMmain Lari to discuss the 'nnoDOStitutioiial and 
wtiBin methods and prlnolples adopted br OovernmeDt in the appointment of Mr. 
raiwal and his anbordinates in the RuraT Development department. The motion 
waa Deposed by Government and ruled oat. 

Alter hinch the chamber echoed with the oriel of the Madhe Bahaba demonatra- 
tors reported to be 150 in number who were, however, prevented from entering the 
lobbies. There was another demonstration staged by the Insane of Lucknow district 
who idlmed police high-handednesa. 

The wigar Faetories Control Bill on the motion of Dr. K. S, Kaiju was referred 
to a Select committee. 

Court Fees Imend. Bill 

ISih. JANUARY The Court Fees Amendment Bill which was referred tr a select 
oommittee was the snhjeot of strong oriticism from the Opposition benches. Dr. 
Xatju, replying to Sie d^ate, made a vigorous speech amidst interruptions which 
rssnlted in some heat on both sides of the House. 

Other bills introduced and referred to select committees were the Stamp Amend- 
ment Bill and the Maternity Bene&t Bill. The report on the former waa to be sub- 
mitted not later than Maroh 1 and on the latter by Jan. 22. 

Aboxjtion or Titles 

1912. JANUARY It was a non-official day and the debate dragged on till about 
&ve on the resolution recommending the abolition of the practice of conferment of titles 
and decorationB. The Premier in tbe course of bis speech characterised the titles as 
a tainted tiling and said that Government had already taken steps through proper 
channels to acquaint the proper authority that they did not want tides to be confer- 
red on any officials or non-offioials. He would be glad if the House would ratify 
what Government had already done. He further said that they had no share or voice 
In the conferment of titles in the last honours list 

NoN-omcxAL Bebolutions 

The eeoond resolatioa recommending the extension of the Khaddar Name Rroteotion 
Act of 1934 in the provinoe lapsed due to the absence of Bajmati Thakozani Fwhati 
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Kanwir bat Dr. annoanoal' that the aetion raoommeiid^* bad aliiidy 

heeo takaa. 

ICr. \iyhammai Wa9ifn mored that* fwadiag oonaidaratibn of the Bebtora* Rilief 
Bill DooeanTy atapa ahoald be taken to atay the execution of oiTil deoreea in oMt 
where jadgment-debtora were not agrioaitariata. 

Federation Oppobed 

20th. JANUARY :^Mr. HuhaBhir Hunain Kittvtai^B reaolation askiog the Got* 
emment to intimate to the Central GoTemment ita fiiin reaolve not to ^ a party to 
the inaagaration of the propoaed Federation and futber that no money ahonid h% 
apent out of the provincial revennea and no arrangement be made by the provincial 
C^vernment in connection with the inangnration of the Federation, whether in the 
matter of holding eleotiona to the Federal Legislature, or other mattera oonneoted 
therewith, oooupied the greater part of the day. 

Dr. KatJUy replying on behalf of Government, heartily accepted the reaolntion. 
They would take not only the step recommended but all the other methoda poaaible 
to resist the Federation and hoped that those on the opposite benobes who partici- 
pated in the debate would then join hands with the Government The resolution was 
adopted. 

CoLovsiSAnoN or AsamouL Obei 

21al. JANUARY \^Prof, Krishna Chandra introduced a Bill for the oolouriaation 
of ail artificial ghee and moved its reference to a select oommitteOb 

Dr. K, K. Katju. Minister, speaking for Government, suggeated for the considera- 
tion of the select committee that they might remedy the situation by declaring that 
none but pure ghee should be named ghee, and that vegetable prodncts ahonld have 
some other name. After another hour of debate the House agieed unanimouely 
to the reference of the Bill to a select committee. 

Belief to Debxobs Bill 

Two-and-a-hatf hours were next devoted to the debate on urban indebtedness on 
the motion of Mr. Zahirul Bussain Lari to refer to a select committee his Bill to 
provide relief to debtors. Mr. Lari said that the Government was confining its atten- 
tion to rural indebtedness and was cot tackling a similar question in urban areas. 
The mover hoped that the Congress Ministry would not take a stand on the sanctity 
of contract, a principle intrcduced by British rulers bat take a stand on Mann's law 
of damdopat. Be a!so hoped that political strategy would not determine the Ministry's 
attitude towards the Bill. 

Mr. Laxmi Shankar Bajpai moved the circuiation of the Bill by April 13. Bfth 
Aehal Singh (Congress) opposed the Bill as it would gravely affect the trading 
community, who were alieadv hard hit by the Encumbered Estates Act and the 
Agriculturists Relief A< t. Mr. E. M. Souter, voicing the opinion of the Chamber of 
Commerce, supported Mr. Aohal Sinfih’s view and expressed the opinion that the 
proposal of Mr. Lari for fixing a maximum rate of interest for the secured and un- 
secured debts would ruin the Credit Bill. 

Mr. Batigat Singh (Congress) preferred cancellation of all debts, and regretted 
that the Congress Ministry had not yet done what it hud come to oflSco to do, namely 
pass debt and rent legislation, (Opposition (cheers.) Kwvmr Sir Baharaj Singh 
suggested that tho Government should adopt the stiaightforwaiJ couise of either 
opposing the Bill or got the circulatioa by March 15. . , u 

Dr. Katju^ replying to the debate, declared that the Govemmenr did not like such 
a complex problem to be dealt with peacemeai. They must draw a disiinotion tetweau 
indebtedness for bu.siness and indebtedness of tho poor, and they must give considera- 
tion to the fact that as tho large part of ludi.is capital was iiivesred in l^and, credit 
should not be made difficult for those possessing land. TUq mover, the Miuister 
declared, had not understood tho law of Damdopat nor appie Jatod the position t.iat 
if there was to be socialization, then all form of capitalism, whcthei of moneylenders 
or of zemindars, must be dealt with. 

The debate had not concluded when the House aljourned. 

Trades Disfctes Bill 

22nd.. JANUARY Some provisions of the Trades Disputes B:il came in for 
severe criticism from both the Congress and Opposition benebes, though there was an 
Igreemeut with' the principle underlying the bill. Acharya ^arsndra Dev (Congress) 
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tiid thit if the labour oflloer was allowed to negotiate on behalf of the worker 
directly with the employer the trade unions would be weakened. Similar apprehen- 
eione were expressed by some other Congress membors. Mr. Rajaram 8ha»tri said 
that the bill in the present form oould never be acceptable to labour. Dr. Kai^u, 
replying, assnred that it was not Oovemment’s intention to Horpedo' the trade union 
movement and said that all suggestions would be examined by the select oommittee. 

Sir Maharaj Singh again protested to-day against the procedure of rushing bills 
throngh aeleot committees. He moved an amendmeut that the bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion till Feb. 21 'next. Dt, Katja accepted the amendment as it 
would be of little practical difference in respect of time in view of the likely dates 
of the Assembly medtings. The motion for reference was adopted. 

The Court of VTards Amendment Bill which was introduced in Seph uber last was 
referred to a select committee, the latter to report not later than Jan. 25 next. 

Meli Conibol Bill 

24th. JANUARY A criticism that the Cabinet was lushing through legislative 
measures at great speed, w as made to-day in the course of the deWe on the 
Premier* 8 motion to refer the Mela Oontjol Bill to a select committee. The Bill 
proposed the appointment of a committee of non-oSicials to assist the mela offioer. 

The Opposition demanded its circulation but on Pt. Oovitid Ballabh Pant' 8 closing 
remarks that he wanted to economize time and was prepared to allow two months to 
the select oommittee, the Opposition withdrew the motion for circulation. The 
Premier explained that the Bill was intended to be compulsory for the Allahabad 
Magh Mela and optional in other cases. 

Mr. Yagyanarayan Vpadhuya said that legislation w'as necessary with a view to 
checking activities of kipnappers and other undesirable persons. 

Sir J. P, Srivaaiava, a former Minister, was bewildered at the mass of legisiation 
the Congress was putting through at break-neck speed and remarked : see that 

from law-breakers they are becoming law-makers. Mr. //arts Chandra Bajpai retorted 
that the necessity of * introducing legislation at this speed had arisen because the 
*}reviou8 Government had not performed its duty. Pandit Pant agreed with the 
House that the powers of magistrates should be regulated, lie assured the House 
that regarding ^'urs'* and other religious fairs he would accept any suggestions made. 

SCOAB FaOTOBIES Co.VTROL Ba.L 

25th. JANUARY The Assembly to-day after having referred the Burstal Bill 
and the First Offenders’ Probation Bill to select committees ooutinuei consideratiou 
of the Sugar Factories Control Bill as amended by the select committee. On a motion 
by a Congress member, the House adjourned till the 2?tb. to enable members to 
visit their constituencies to-morrow for the ^Independence Day.” 

27th. JANUARY :^The first division of the Assembly took place to-day on the Sugar 
Factories Control Bill and indicated to the Opposition parties the strength they could 
mobilize in contesting Oovemment proposals. Sheikh Mohammed Eaitbullah moved 
an amendment which purported to subject the order of cancellation to the approval 
of the two-third majority on the 8u^r Board. Dr. K, N. Katju^ Minister, replied 
that the Government could not share the responsibility with the Sugar Board. Sir 
J, P. SrivaBtava commented on this statement by a remark that no bureanoratic 
Government could have stated more. Dr. Kat^u replied that the ex-Minister was 
thinking' of despotic” Government, but the present Government meant a popular 
Ministry, au^eet to the vote of the legislature which represented the people ot the 
province as against the special interests on the Sugar Board. 

The Amendment was put to vote and defeated By .111 votes to 25. 

25th. JANUARY The prospect of a night sitting helped to expedite the discus- 
sion of the amendments on the Sugar Factories Control Bill to-day. 

The main disonssion centred round Sir J, P. SrivaBtava's amendmeut for the 
deletion of the provision inserted by the select oommittee that, in case of the failure 
to purchase the minimum onantity of oane, a factory owner will be liable to pay 
damages to the amount oaloulated at two annas per maund of cane. Sir Jawala 
Praead said that suoh a provision did not exist in the Bihar law. He enumerated the 
various diffioulties whioh would be caused by the proposed penalty. The penalty, 
ho maintainedi was entirely one-sided in that the oaue grower was not penalized for 
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got supplying oaoe. Moreo?or, the Ooverument baving already a “big stick" ol rafusim 
tbe licenaa, ihould need no farther power. ^ 

Or. if.AT. Katju, Minister, a?ree J to aocommoJate tho view of Sir J. P. Srivastivn 
.and moved an amentlment which the flouso adopted. It proposed that the penalty on a 
iaotory owner be imposed only if a * wilful” failure was proved and the penalty 
which was originaUy put at two annas a maund was reduced to ^not exceeding one 
anna . per mannd.” It was also made clear on the suggestion of Mr. Muhamad Ishaq 
that tbs punish meat of imprisonment on a purchaser for defying the law would not 
be imposed unless it was proved that the law has been tr.»ken “knowingly.” 

A. lively discussion, issuing throe boars, took piaoo on ilij clause imposing the sales 
tax- The Ooveramorit who ha I originally worded the tax as being on factory owners 
had to Alter its phraseology to got round the Government of India Ac^ It was 
ehtaged to a tax on the sale of siigareane and, as such, would fall on the cultivator. 

The .Uppoaition took advantage of this position and attaokol the Government for 
letting down the ouitivators, who In I roturnei them to the House. Dr. Kalju pleaded 
rhst actually the tax woul-i come out of the finjtory owMer*.s* pnfifs and was a con- 
cession Which was agret*d to by the owners at a conference. 

The flonse rejected by 106 votes to 36 Shaik Mohamed Habibullah's motion for 
the deletion of tho tax and adopted the clause impu.sing the tax. 

29ih. JANUARY:— The .Assembly passed tho Sugar Factories Control Bill to-day. Four 
amendments, including three from two Congress naornhers were a.cepted by the Gov^ 
ernment. They wanted rul^s to ho made for proper shtdter at factorie? for culti- 
vators. cartmcji and bullocks a»td for sati.sfa'*tory .lisposal of suMage water and 
damaged cane. 

When the hon. Dr. K. N. Kntju rose to move that the Bill be p.asd.d Sir J. 
Srivastava raised the issue i elating to the suspension of the Standing Order to give 
effect to yesterday's understanding between the Goyeiumunt and th3 Opposition. 

A prolonged debate next ensued on th*. p sint of order raised by Kknn Bahadur 
Shaik Muhammad Hahihullah who said that without tho Governor’s rooom- 
mendation the Bill should not have bctoi introduced at all. Tho Opposition tried to 
make out that the whole proceedings relating to the Bill were null an*i void. Tho 
debate rolled on till after lunch in the cours) of which Chaudhri Khaliq-uz-zam»n 
accused Dr. Katju of losing temper. 

The Speaker disallowed the point of order and srviJ that here the Government 
meant the Executive. Any definite document rooking a defiuite recommendation to 
the House as desired by the Opposition was not necessary at all. If the objection 
was allowed it would have the effect of further restiiciing the already restricted 
powers of the people under tho .Act. Tho Spe.iker s ruling was received amidst loud 
cheers. 


Women A Honorary Maoistrata 

111. FEBRUARY :-A feature of to-day’s proceedings vvas a discussion on the rule 
relating to the appointment of honorary magistrates. With particular lefereoce to the 
appointment of women. Dr. K. N, Kntju, Minister of Justice, brought to a happy 
elose a lively debate on the merits of the sexes to^ serve as honorary magistrates by 
deolariug that the Government would make no distinction in the matter between men 
and women. 


Co.NORESs Privilege Criticised 

ana. FEBRUARY : -Question time provided the main interest in to.day‘i prMeed- 
ings of the Aasemblv. The Premier, who had been keeping away from the House 
on account of bis * pre*oeciipation with the Budget, answered several important 

nrOpposition bronght np three main issues : the recruitment of the rural deva- 
lopment rtaff, the Chiei Ueor&iry's circular to district magistrates urging co-opera* 
tion with Congress organizations, and tho Dadri riots. 

Dr. K. N. Katju faced for half an hour supplementary questions regarding rural 
development and ‘'attacks and repartees provoked many cheers and counter oheen. 
The al^tion of the Opposition was that the ^ogress ®“|? 

Congressmen for rnrai development work. Dr. Katju claimed that no 
that of effioieooy wu appllA An inquiry from a Congress quarter as to what was 
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the tMt tpplied by the prtvioae OoTeroment made Dr. Katia ohaige hie prfdrm- 
with hariog made these appointmeota on *^pare favoaritiem.’’ ^ 

The neat snbjeot of gnefaooe was that the Chief Secretary’s etroahir to 
magistrates had discriminated against the Liboral Federation and tim Motlein 
^ asking officials to seek help and co-operation from Googresa orgaalsationron^' 
The Premier defended the oiroular, by stating that officials aro Congressmen had fer 
years been opposed to each other, and it was necessary to reemre a mutual susDioiM 
No Buoh diffiouky had been felt regarding other organisational. Mr. M. Farooq eom- 
mented on this as creating a privilege position for CoMreasmea, The ^niier 
retorted that the circular imposed a privileged duty on Gongreasmeu to help Uu 
Administration. 

Ab for the Dadri riots, the Premier read ont a note he had written on the official 
file immediately after the riot broke out. It stated that Bailia Hindus and Mosle^ 
were satisfied with the manner in which the situation had been hamlJed. He added 
that, whereas Hindus aud Moslems in Bailia had the friendliest relations, ezcitemect 
was noticeable only outside Bailia Finally, the Premier remarked : ^It is un/ortuoats 
that the interest which tho Oovernmeut has been taking in the matter has not bean 
appreciated in the least.’* 

CorsT or TTaros Amino. Bill 

The Court of Wards Act Amendment Bill providing for employment of Government 
auditors to audit the Court of Wards account was passed to-day. The discussion on 
the Bill was made the occasion for speeches by two dozen members, who criticised 
the administration of the Court of War Is. AIL however, agreed with the necessity 
for Government audit 

CHA.VC1 IN SERVZCI RlCRUIT^aXT 

3rd. FFBRUARY Normal controversies having been laid aside for the day. ail 
sections of the Assembly supported tu-day Kunwar Sir MahnraJ Singh'i resolution 
requesting the Oovernmeut of India to move the S^retary of 8rate to uroviooUlize 
at an early date the Indian Civil Service, the Indian Police Service and the Indian 
Medical Service. The resolution was uinMimously passed. The Assembly is the first 
in India to have made a move in the matter. 

The Government view WHS eapressei by )lrs. Viia>^alak$hmt ' Pandit and Pandit 
Oovind Vall'tbh Pant. Mrs. Pandit, Minister for Public Health, dealt with the un- 
fairness of the arrangements regaidiiig the Itidiau Medical Service which took no 
note of the financial circumstances of the province and imposed ou the provincial 
Government a large number of European I. 31. S. offioeis and even took up the 
absurd position of extending this reservation to specialist posts. All proviuiial 
Governments, she said, had decided to fight the resolution of the Central Government. 

The Prenner, replying to the debate, said that the present system of recruitment 
of the three services Vas “outrageous", and gave an idea of the ‘’hollowness” of the 
so-called provincial autonomy. Asking members not to make any inferences about 
the attitude of the present members of the services, the Piemier remarked that even 
if members of the services showoi enough accommodation, “it is not enou:,'h that 
they accommodate the Governmeut. Tho Government which depends on accommodation 
cannot live. It cannot govern if it cannot govern an agency through which it governs. 
The time has come to take up the matter in an euroest manner. So far as the 
Congress are concerned, we dojno tcare to seek an amendment of the Act here or there. 
We want to throw it off. We want to trample upon it.” The resolution was passed 
ananimonsly. 

SraaiiR AND PoLmes 

4kh. FEBRUARY ^-Afte^ a dull Question hour the Assembly witnessed an interest- 
ing debate on a point of order raised by Mr. Lari (Muslim League) objecting to i 
discussion today of the Premier’s motion that any member who was elected as Speaker 
should be free to take part in politioai affairs outside the House in his disuretion. 

Mr. Lari’s chief grievance was that the matter was being taken up at the fag 0°^ ^ 
the session when the Opposition party leaders were away. The Premier submittsa 
that he thought it would not be a thankless task to give the Opposition an opportunity 
to discuss a matter which they sought to raise through an adjournmont motion two 
weeks ago. That motion he took as an indirect request to Government to facilitate a 
diaonasion of the subject in the House, . , 

The bon. Mr. Tandon, the Speaker said that to-day’s motion oonoerned a 
which, though enunciated by him, the Qoyernment wanted to emphasise, while vr. 
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Itfi't adjoi^rat motion conMrned the Bpeoker. He dtulloTed the oUeetion w 
ftf MB it r6VEt6d to th6 mloSf but tho oriifQiBODt tJi fit th o pArtT luodon won ewef 
wmoiled to him. He, therefore, refased to allov a discaaeion of tho raaolntfa^tM^ 
Sfis was received amidst loud cheers oo the Oppositiou benches. ^ 

ScroAR Faotobiss Coirrol Bill 

The House re-assem^^ at 4 p. m. and adjourned till the 7th instant, aa the 
Sugar Factories Control Bill was stin befog discussed « the Upper Housei 


7the FEBRUARY Assembly met to-day at 2 p. m. to receive from the 
Upper House the Sugar Factories Control Bill as amended by the House. After a 
brief discussion the Assembly agreed to the amendment without any dissentient voice. 
The House then adjourned till to 1st. March. 


Budget Session— Lucknow— lit. March to 27th* April 1938 

PBE>nER ON Ministry Resignation 

An exciting preface to the opening of the Budget session of the Assembly on tho 
Isl. March was a peaceful Kisan demonstration in front of the Chamber. 

The Speaker, before taking up business, said : ^Tou are aware that as a result of 
certain political differences over interpretation of a particular section of the Oovern- 
ment of India Act. a serious situation arose in the province and led to the resignation 
of the Ministry. Tlie crisis, which has ended happily, has only helped to clarify the 
political situation. A problem which appeared difficult has been solved and a step 
farther has been taken in the political progress of the country.'’ 

The Premier then read out a statement which had been issued jointly by the 
Governor and himself and called attention to ‘^tbe hite Paper” circnlated to mem- 
bers, publishing all relevant matters on the subject. He concluded : ^As the contro- 
versy has now been settled. I do not think the House would desire me to discuss 
merits any farther.” 


Fi.nancial Statement tor 1938-39 

3rd. MARCH Believing firmly that a reasonably small Budget dericit serves a 
wholesome purpose as it places the need for economy con.staot]y before the spending 
departments, the Premier and Finance Minister, Pandit Govind Bailabh Parity pre- 
sented his Budget statement to-day in the Assembly. 

The statement showed a deficit for 1936-37 of Rs. 37' lakhs, a deficit of Rs. 7 and 
one fourth lakhs lor 1937-33 and an estimated deficit of Rs; 15 lakhs for 1938-39. The 
Premier declared that the figure of 13 lakhs was not formidable and Tn any case, it 
made a better showing than the last five years when tho deficits averaged Rs. 32 lakhs 
a year. 

The Minister proposed to spend Rs. 1.10 crores on rural and nation-bmlding 
schemes, and this large amount was made available by the Ingennity of the Premier 
and of his financial staff. The economy campaign yielded more than 20 lakhs by 
way of reduction in expenditure. ^ t. 

Cbmpared with the Budget for 193:7-38 revenue expenditure increased by <0 
lakns and the revenue increased by 63 lakhs. Of the former, new expenditure 
amounted to 50 lakhs of which 6 lakhs was recurring. Bimilarty on the revenue si^ 
only 26 lakhs out of 62 lakhs was a.permanent improvement, of which 10 lakhs depend^ 
on the passing of the Stamp and Court Fees Amendment Bills, pending before the 
Le&islatnre 

There were certain aspects of the Budget which might draw special attention. For 
instance the grant for the Scout movement was maintained biit it was not reservM for 
the Baden Powell Association. A sura of Rs. 50,000 provided as ajeoiirnog charge 
for military and physical training. It was expected that the help of the military 
authorities would be sought in the first instance to prepare a scheme 

Another Rs. 50,000 was set apart as SnSSK 

tion among the depressed classes and Rs. 30,000 was reserved for water supply 

Prohibition was launched in two 'pnmnra^ S**110 lakhs* 

revenues, lu the programme of nation* building ex^nditure of 110 I^hs, 

lakhs was provided for % special rural uplift schenae. This 

Bdvanoes for the purchase of seeds, femlisors and implements to cultivators and for 
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the purchase of raw materials lor the cottage industry and of seeds. Seven lakhs 
wonfd be the recurring cost of the administrative agency for this agrieuitural. scheme. 
Five hundred seed stores were to he set up as also a marketing organisation. A sum 
of Bs. 1 and half lakhs was provided for awarding ten rupees a y-eax to 1,^ kamdars 
who would conduct demonstrations. 

There was a provision of Rs. 1 lakbs for the education of the masses under the 
Wardha scheme. Four lakhs was to be spent on medical relief in rural nreas. Jfost 
of it was to be nsed for organizing 600 rural dispensaries on indigenous lines and in 
subsidizing vaida and hakims. Four lakhs was to rbe spent on cattle w«^lfaie. 

Three lakhs of rupees will iinanoe water supply schemes, and Bs. 16 lakhs will 
go towards road develmimcnt. One lakh was to he spent on giving a posh to . lue 
eo*operative movement. Of this Bs. 25X03 was allotted to the Central Co-jimeratm 
Union for marketing purposes and Rs. 75 000 would ^constitute a nucleus to help the 
promoters of rural creiit facilities. One lakh was to be spent on improving the condi- 
tions of the tenants of Government estate.^ so as to give a lead to the zarniiidais. 

Experiments in improved methods of gar manufadtiue having proved sucoessful 
one lakh was to be spent next year for this purpose. 

The Ministry’s desire to move with the times was shown by the provision of Bs. 
6,000 for an aerial survey of the province and for the training of five or 
six pilots. 

As regards reduction in expenditure on tiie police (he Premier stat<*<l tiiat the 
navings would be used on schemes designed to improve the efiicieucy and reputation of 
the force hy training Jo special institutions. C. L T). offiosals were also to receive 
special training in detective woik. 

SrEAREft AXU POUTICS 

4lh. MARCH After the Premier and a few other members, including Sir 
Maharaj Singh^ had paid graceful tributes to the memory of Air IlanMiuit Butler 
in the Assembly to-day, discussion was initiated by Pandit Oovind BaUahh Pant 
on the resolution moved by him last month that any member elected as tlie Speaker 
should not in consequence ne handicapped ia his public activities and that he should 
be free to take part in political affairs outside the bouse in bis discretion. 

A lively and animated debate ensued on the resoluion and it was stroaglv opposed 
by members not butonging to the Congress party. An interesting suggesiton was made 
by the Anglo-Indian representative, Mr. H. 0. l^alforJ, that the only way to end 
the controversy between the majority and the minority parties in the house was to elect 
•8 the Speaker a member who did not belong to any party. 

Naturally the resolution found no support whatever outside the 0>ugress party. 
The debate was not over when the IJonse a ijourncl. 

General Discussion of Budget 

7lh. MARCH The general discussion of the bii<lg>«t commiMioed to 1 ty and ail 
seotioDS in the bouse joined in voicing the demon 1 that two days allot red for this 
discussion were quite inadequate as at most not more than 40 out of 228 members 
ooudd have the opportunity to have their say. While no tiino limit was proscribed for 
speeches in the forenoon, the Deputy Speaker iu the afternoon allowed not more 
tnan fifteen minutes for each speech. 

While the Cougiess party members generally praised the budget, the members of 
the Muslim League party strongly criticised the rural development scheme of the 
Qovernment. Mr. Zahiruddin Farugi said that the agency tor working the scheme 
did not inspire universal confidence and the entire scheme wa.s inoaut to strengthen 
the Congress organization, the district Committees being packed. The dis«'ussion was 
opened by Sir Maharaj Singh. He sincerely congratulated the Premier on being in office 
to present the Budget and for the spirit underlying it, nam«dy the amelioration of the 
economic and social lot of the rural classes. He lodged, however, an emphatic protest 
against the fact that most of the schemes included in the Budget were included without 
submission to the Finance Committee, and without giving any details of how many lakhs 
of rupees were to be spent, through what agency and in what manner, ne also 
pleaded with the Premier to hasten slowly, for two crores of debt would be added 
within two years due to the finance schemes of tho Ministry. He admitted that the 
dd regime had not exercised sufllcient control on administration and felt there was 
farther scope for economy. Referring to the details of the Budget, he expressed 
sniprise that nowhere had it made provision for women. 'There was a crying need for 
miawiTOB for instanoe, and there was no b^^ grant for tho purpose. 
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Mr. Sftorow SkMa considered the rural programme the beat feature of the 
Budget. Lieutenant ^llan Alamkhan was relierad to find that there ^ m aelery 
cat and no extra burdon. Mr. B. N. Bhargava hop^ women would bo trained for 
the sohemo of extending treatment to rural areas. Mr. Walford did not think two 
days were enough for general disoussi 9 n. He asked why the Government had failed 
to fulfil its promise of separating judicial from executive functions and what was 
meant by military training for which Rs. 50,000 had been earmarked. Mr. Ahdvl 
Ahasi wanted provision for Moslem women’s education in the manner provided by 
the Bombay Ministry. Mr. Khuh Singh testified to the countryside’s satisfiuition witn 
the Budget Mr. Aziz Ahmed thought the Budget ha^ won a cheap popularity and 
ignored long-.itanding promises of reforms. 


8th. MARCH ‘The general discussion of the budget concluded to*day and the 
Assembly adjourned until March 18 when voting on demands commenced. All 
the Ministers with the exception of the Revenue Minister replied to criticisms in the 
afternoon. The Premier emphasized that the sole criterion in making appointments 
in the Rural Development department was missionary zeal and the spirit of service. 
He quoted Lord Hailey and Mr. Brayne of the Punjab in his support As regards 
communal considerations imported in the debate he cited ^nres showing that the 
Oovernmeut had boim very generous to Muslims aud challenged the Opposition to 
point out any other province where they had been treated with equal generosity. 

The U. P. Legislative Chambers (Members* Emdlument) Bill was then referred 
to a select committee. 

Voting ox Budget Deuinds 

18th. MARCH :^The excise policy of the Government came in for severe criticism 
when the Assembly met to-day. A long disonssion ensued on the cut motion of 
Qazi Muhammad Adil Abbasi who wanted to draw the attention of the Government 
to the inadequacy of the measures adopted for prohibition and also point out the 
defects in the scheme. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Habibullah who had t 
similar motion charactei'ized the scheme as fantastic. He was of opinion that the 
prohibition policy would not be a success. Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh pointed out 
the considerable pmotical difficulties which the Government would have to face. He 
challenged the Government to be able to say at the end of 18 months that this 
experiment should not prove a costly one. He protested strongly against the lump 
provision of Rs. 1,35.(XK) (with no explanation or details) for state management of 
shops. Mr, H. O. Walford thought they could achieve success only by moral persna- 
tion aud not by legislation. Choudhary Khaliq-uz'-Zaman'a grievance was that this 
Governmeut had not yet made up its mfnd to oairy out the policy of total prohibition. 
He wanted the Minister in charge to make a clear statement on the subject. The 
Nawab of Chnttari remarked that prohibition should be self-imposed and it should 
come from within. He paid a great tribute to Dr. G. Y. Chintamani, pointing oat 
how under the surcharge system introduced by him, excise revenue went down from 
year to year. Ho doubted whether the two districts selected would become genuinely 
ury. He also severely criticised the state management^ of shops and echoed the 
sentiments given expression to by Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh in regard to lump 
provisions in the budget without any explanation. . ^ . i.i. 

The Minister for Justice made a loni and comprehensive statement explaimag the 
new excise policy of the Government. He assured the^ House that the Goveminent 
wore determ iued to achieve the goal of total prohibition. They had in tlmir mmd 
a sort of four year plan during which they hoped that this curse would disappear 
from their province. The Minister explained the rules to make the operation of 
prohibition in the two districts as complete as possible. He swd that imimr the 
state-managed system private incentive to profit would be eliminated. This had Deeii 
most snooessful in Canada, Scotland and other parts of the world. 

The debate had not concluded when the House rose for the day. 


IMh. MARCH UndM the Land Revenue demand teve^ cut wB om w«w 
made by members of the Onposition. The Revenue Minister in the course of hia 
reply made an observation Sat all lands belonged to the State and that aaimn^ra 
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Two graata iiad to be gnyiotined as there was no time to disoun them. 
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tilt HAMCH whole dej wu oooopied in disoassiDg oat motions of the 
medioil grtni There wis s hesbd debate on Mr. Okidam Nusain i out motion 
drawing the attention of the OoTemment to the inaditaaate prorision made in 
budget to the Dofferin Fond. While all the members of the Opposition urged that 
inoreased grant shonld be rWen to the Dufferin Fund, as it was the only 
erganizatien which maintained hospitals for women in the proyinoe all the Gongress 
members ▼ehemently opposed it because in their opinion this institution did not 
desenre any encouregement at the hands of Ooremment. 

The hon. Mrs. Vifoy Lakskmi Pandit^ Minister in charge, replying to the 
criticisms pointed Oat that Ooyeroment had no enmity or hostility to the fond bat 
at the same time she expressed her personal opinion that the Dufferin hospitals had 
not been working properly in the recent years, the nursing arrangement was bad and 
the hospital staff were incivil to those who went to those hospitals. She expressed 
her keen desire to improvo these institntions. With this end in view she proposed 
to toar in the near fntare to find ont the working of these institutioDS. 

Another long diecnssion ensued on Sir Bfaharaj Singh's cut motion who wanted 
to elicit information from the Oorernment regarding their policy towards Ayarredic 
and Unanl systems of medicine and also wanted details regarding the proposal to 
start 300 raral Dispensaries. He was ' at a loss to know why all those who 
passed ont from toe Ayarvedio colleges were Hindus and every person who 
passed out of Unani college was a Muslim. He also suggested that Gov- 
ernment should oontinue their research into the efficacy of indigenous drugs and 
standardise them. Several Gongress members expatiated at length on the usetulness 
of Ayarvedio and Unani systems of medicine, The debate hal not concluded when 
the House rose for the day. 


Bind. MARCH The adjournment motion moved by Mr. Zahiruddin Faruki 
to-day to diecuse the failure of the Government to maintain law and order and 

S roteot life and property dnriag the recent oommnnal riots was rejected without 
ivision to-day. la the coarse of the debate, members of the Opposition benches were 
vehemeiit in their denunoiation of the Government’s failure to maintain law and 
order. There were frequent ehouts of ^shame, shame’ and ^ordor, order’ and at 
one stage it looked as if pandemoDium reigned eupreme. 

The Pnmisr replied to the debate. He deplored the motion. He asked whether 
that was the way to create greater ooufidenoe in officers who were engaged in the 
diffionlt and delicate task of protecting human lives amidst communal frenzy and who 
had spent sleepless nights. There was the determination, the Premier said, to create 
some short of prejndioe against the Government. Unfortunately this year, Holi and 
Jiuharram fell simultaneously, but there was an additional factor. 

The Muslim League had been carrying on a vigorous propaganda all over the pro- 
▼inoe. The real and essential feature of this propaganda was that the Hindus had 
their interest sepai’ate from Muslims. The League propaganda bad accentuated the 
communal spirit in the Muslim mind, and it had gone to the length of characterizine 
ae kaffirs even the Muslim members of the present Government. The Premier claimed 
credit far the splendid way in. which the situation had been brought under control in 
three di^s. Relying to the oharge of communal bias, the Premier pointed out that 
the nomoer of Hindus killed at every place was greater than that of Muslims. 

2M. MARCH The demands for grants rdatiDg to education were considered to-day. 
The Minister was vmry ooncitiatory in his replies and the movers of cut motions seemed 
to be so pleased with his replies and his answers that they begged leave to withdraw 
their motions. The Minister made his position very clear that he was not one of 
those who decried university education. He believed that the progress of our coun- 
try culturally and inaustiiiuly Was bound up with the expansion of university education. 
Many members spoke strongly advising the Government not to give grants to deno- 
minational institutions. The debate took place over the cat motion moved by 
Khan Bahadur Xteuf. Bsdtan Khan who urged that the Intermediate Girls’ College 
of Aligarh be raised to a degree college. 

Mr. Ohuiam Hussein moved a out drawing the attention of the Government to 
the undesirabili^ of oniversity toaohers taking active part in politics or beooming 
members of iegmlatures in this and other provinces. He pointedly remarked that it 
was a fgpse abuse ol power on the part of the Lucknow University to have permitted 
Dr. Baoha Rumud Mwierjee, heaa of the department of Indian history, getting s 
M Hiarr of B*. iXXlt to ^ Uaiaelf aomiuM b the Beogal Legiilative Oranoil lod 
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further to hsve^lowed hiiDMlf to be oominek'd as the loader of the Cooaress oartr. 
Inthat'body, the mow oa^noally stated that Dr. Uilkhorii ofteo absmtedW- 
self from bib work aod took French leave. Such a thing was detrimental to the 
interests of the university. He requested the Government to look into the matter and 
not to express their inability to interfere. 

The Ifinister in his reply pointed out that Government coiild interfere only when 
things went seriously wrong, but anyhow •proniised to U'ake inquiry into this case and 
the motion was withdrawn. The House then adjonrned. 


MAKCH Many demands under 'eduoatioh* had to drop out to-day because 
until 4 0 clock only the items concerning nniversity education were discussed and those 
relating to secondary and primary education could not be reached. 

The Education Minister made a statement regarding the .allegations .made yesterdav 
by Mr. Ohnlam Husain that Dr. Radha Komud Hukerji trequently absented himself 
from the university in order to attend the meetings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
The Minister read^ the statement received by him from the vice-chancellor of the 
Lucknow UniveTsity on this subject, adding that the allegations made against Dr. 
Mnkberji had ahsolutely no foundation in fact Immediately rose Mr. Oliiilam Husain 
and clmletiged^ the Minister’s statement Premier Pant explained that when tho in- 
forouKfioa received from an authoritative quarter was placed before tbe House they 
must accept it as correct. The Minister of Edncation also gave an indication ;on the 
cot motion mov^ by Mr. Gbulam Hnsaia how the Hovornment was going 'to lintro- 
duoe changes with regard to the universities in tbe previnoe. Be read oat the terms 
of reference of the committee appointed by the Goverament to acquire into the nutter. 

Begam Shahid Hussain moved a cut orguig the Government to give encoorngoment 
to women pilots to which the Minister for justice agreed and addsa that there weald 
be no discrimination as against women. 


25lh. MARCH :^That the irrigation and canal rates are high was the tardea of 
all the speeches made this whan the irrigation demand was ander discussion. Out 
of 13 cot motions on the agenda ander this demand as many as eight related to to- 
duction of rates only. 

Hafiz Hohamed Ihrahifn, Minister in charge, In his speeches explained what this 
giant meant and what the Goverament proposed to do with regard to the eastern 
grid scheme. He assured the House that not a pie would be wasted on soy uniiro- 
ductive scheme and added that Government would consider ail the proposals which 
the committee they had appointed would recommend. 

Tbe Nawab of Chattari remarked that committees were sometimes appointed to solve 
a question and sometimes also to shelve it. Be hoped that Government would not 
take sheltor under the pretext that they Had {^pointed a committee which was going 
into the question thoroughly. Mr. Msbashir Husain Kidwai pointed out that since 
the introduotion of the canal system villagers were becoming poorer every day. 
Captain Jamshed Ali Khan observed that where there is a will there is a way. Baja 
Jaganath Baksh Singh quoted some figures to show that irrigation rates were ex- 
cessive and the department was making a large profit. Some Gopgress inembers who 
spoke on tbe motion were of the view that the Irrigatioa department shouM nof ^ 
treated as a oommercial department but as a utility depar^ent yielding benefit to the 
peasantry who bad not enough to eat. As many expressed their desire to speak on 
the motion the debate was adjourned. 


26 lh. MARCH i-Thfi division ohaUonged by SflS- 

resulted in defeat by 90 votes against 32 on the cut motion of Maiuvi Kartmur Eaza 

Khan urging substantial reductions in 

incident in the otherwise dull proceedings of ^ 

and the Ireasary Benches did not seem to ti^e mn^ ‘ JwonlMf?^thriSSt 

disonssion, narndy, irrigaHon and hydro-eleotrio woita, “ ooori^n 

that the attention of the Chair had to bo drawn twice that there was no qaornm in 

"^^noSammad Ibrahim, 

oisms of all the speakers who wanted reduction in the 

kgaiu and again that there had been a dispute witlmut * j jx ^ «# 

policy of the Government to reduce the ratw idfthe pmtioal difi- 

tho pen. It could only be done after takw the matter the Minister 

cultles in their way. In order to show their earnestness m me mawer me winiew 
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polnted out that they bad raiteuchdd thrtie high posts, namely one chief engineer and 
two superintending engineers. The Opposition members bad Wn criticizing the Con- 
gres Government for the sins of the previous Governments. That was not fair. 

Mr. Eahiruddin Faruqi deplored that the eastoru districts had been treated in a 
step-motherly fashion because Government did not see their way to extend the eastern 
grid scheme to the districts of Ghaztpnr, Azamgarh. Ballia and Benares. 

The Minister assnred him that the present Government had no such idea in their 
mind. They wanted«to give relief to all parts of the province. They would introduce 
this scheme after scrutinizing it carefully and taking the verdict of the House whether 
such a scheme was feasible or not. 

With this assurance Mr. Faruqi was satisfied and withdrew the motion. 

29th. MARCH :-^There were some amusing incidents to-day on the cut motions 
of Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan and Captain Nawab Jamshed Alt Khan. The former 
wanted to discuss the status and functions of parliamentary secretaries whose appoint- 
ment, in his opinion, was illegal and ultra vires. This evoked a long debate in which 
the Premier, Knnwar bir Miharaj Singh; the Nawab of Chhatari and others took part. 

The Premier emphasized that the appointment of parliamentary secretaries was con- 
stitational and legal. He paid a handsome tribute to parliamentary secretaries who, ho 
said, had been discharging their duties very satisfactorily. 

Knnwar Sir Maharaj Singh recognized the difficulty one had had to undergo iu 
answering qnestions. He made two suggestions as to how questions oould be answered 
in a better manner. At the same time he did not desire to oritioize parliamentary 
secretaries, many of whom were yonng and inexperienced. 

The Nawab of Chhatari remarked that it was not the intention of the mover 
to oast reflections on the parliamentary secretaries personally. Incidentally he praised 
the work of Mr. A jit Prasad Jain whose knowledge of files was good and satisfactory. 

Pandit Venkateeh Narayan Tiwary did not seem to brook the expression of 
Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh that many of the parliamentary secretaries were young 
and inexperienced. 


30tli. MARCH Speaking on a out motion relating to the policy of the Govern- 
ment regarding forests in Knmaon and Ohakrata, the Premier said that he had been 
regarded ss one of the incorzigible and chronic critics of the Forest department 
and therefore, they oould depend upon his sympathy. The forests belonged to the 
people and the Government belonged to Ibe p^Ie and there was no conflict between 
the two. Ho personally held the opinion that the Forest deportment was a commer- 
cial' department and, as such, it most try its best to win the goodwill of its cou- 
traotors and oustomers who* were entitled fo be treated courteonsly and politely. 

There was severe oondemoatibn from all sides of the House of the system of 
appoiufhig assesors in criminal oases. 

Sir Maharaj Sin^h strongly urged that the system of assessors should be com- 
pfotely doM away with heoanse they wore irraaponsible advisers of the fudge. He 
would prefer au exteosiou of the yuy system. The Minister for justice explained 
that hi response to a oiroular letter issued by the Government soon after the budget 
saafioa ia Haptember last on the question whether assessors should be retained or 
abolished, Ih^ had received valoable opmiooa. He assured the Honse that his 


ion was eng^Dg their attantfon and they were not tieepiog over it. 

Mr. Qhulam Mutain wanted by his oat motion to have a baedwriting expert 
appainted by the local Goverament. The Mmieier pointed oat that the present 
syatuBs was most eooapmioal and reasonable. The mover did not press his motion. 

Ibere was a loag osbate on a out motion moved hj Mr. Aeie Khan urging the 
abeKtioo of trial by jury in sessions cases. In bis view jurors were open to all 
wte of iaiaeneea and were iooapable of nnderstending their responsibility. Mr. 
. Ip^/brd fttro^y ^ out motion beeause he was oonvinoed that the country 


wae not bsnkri^ ef heneat and intelligent people. 

The iRafofor for Joitiee In his reply observed that the 
was really aa extention of the doctrine of citizenship, 
that it wae really not a oommunal matter. Aooordii 
md If this system was extended as widely ae 
aetiug the whole queeHon oarefully aed ae aoeo 


system of trial by jury 
He reminded the Bouse 
rding to him it would be all to the 
poeeible. The Oovernment was oonai- 
ae they had arrived at.a deqieion 


Ihef would piaoe it before the House. The motion was withdrawn. The House 
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• ^ennoM diMMsion o| IS days, the metioM tot gnate 

*? -niT m..nh '?*“? “ *•«*«“ S'”** without 

t *®8 seperatioB of jodioiel>end axaoatiee 

foDo^n w ^ter all SBttlel tiMey by the Minuter of Juetiee annouaeing a aobtaie 
Mroared by him. The debate oa aiis subject was initiated by Mr. gaiimiir Jfaea 
Khan aad 1» was supported by Mr. Watford, Mr. Zahiml Baenain LarivSm 
liaharaj Anph. Sir Haharaj Singh made two caefni anggeations : fliatly, * he t the 
trying mapatrate should hate no connection wbirever with the polioe; eeooadly, 
the appoiaftnent of n^strates should rest with th.> High Court orftho C^ief Oeurt 
as proposed by the Stuart Committee in 1922. * 

Session at Naini Tal 

,. **''*!* 80l»8®e- He pointed out the constitu- 

tioaal diffioulty, namely, that under the Government of India Act, the Oovemmwt 
could not ME the High Court to appoint these magistrates. According to his aohemo 
there would be two sets of magistrates, executive magistrates and indioial magiatratMe 
Judioial mapistrates would have nothing to do with the police. They would eitUnd 
try orimiaal cases like munsifs. They would have no administrative work. Fbr 
leave and rnspeotion they would he under the control of additional district magistrate 
having equal status with the district magistrate. Reports on their work would be 
made by the sessions judges who would be acquainted wkh their work. The Miaister 


assured the House that this question would hot be treated as a 
would take every section of the House into his confidence, 
would appoint 
committee. 


. question. He 

,, _ ^ - — Jot that purpose he 

a sronll committee and he wonKi be guided by the ‘advice of that 

Relief to Debtor's Bill 

Ist APRIL Today being a non-official day, discussion was resumed on the amend- 
ment moved bv Pandit Lakahmi tthanker Bajpai on January 21 to the Debtor's 
Bill iutrodooed by Hr. Zahirul Haanain Lari on thad day. The amendment whieh 
was to the effect that the GSH be circulated for eliciting opinion before April SD.lwas 
carried without division. 

Session at Naini Tal 


Thera was a long debate over the resolution moved by Khan Bahadur 
Paaihuddia urging the Government to bold at least one session of the 
Legislature at Naini Tal in the month of August or September. ICaoy membeni 
apoke on bohaif of the overworked secretariat staff and pointed out Government work 
would deteriorate if the hill exodus was abandoned. Some members pleaded the 
oanse of the people of Naini Tal and said that they would be ruined if the Goverur 
ment remained on the plains. Sir Jwala Praaad remarked that tlio abandonment 
of the exodus would be a penny wise and pound foolish policy. The interim Ministry., 
be said, fell a victim to. the temptation of seonring popular applause by. abandoning.’ the 
move ta the hills, but they found that the experiment did not prove successful;. The 
P ne mt er made amashing reply by pinning the leakers to the termn of tbo reashi- 
tion. Re regretted' that the speakers had intiednced irrelevant topics, into the debate. 

AnoraoN of Musliil Gouferskcb Resolutions 


Ths Honae was discussing the resolutloB moved by AT. B. Faa^uddin requesting 
the .Rovemmenti: to give effect to the residutious adopted by the Muslim Edoi^kHuit 
Goaterenoe held in 1094 when it rose for the day. 


4te. APRIL The Miniater far Sducation explained to-dag wliat the Qovem- 
amnt had done and what they were going to do for Muslim educalMu in the provmco. 
IMead of sheurhig scant regard for the resolution, m suggested by a member on 
lie ground that the proposals were ef a communal nature, the Minister gave the 
nanranoe most of the recommendations made by the SRmber were' under the 
eonaideratiom of the Government This, because he was convinced thte the progreas 
md prosperity ef this province and ef this country vras bound up with the pngrM 
and eul&MenaMnt of Muslims, Hindus and other classes, of the eomanoity. fie 
mUnted eSt that it was not possible for the (^vernment to set apart s^ 
Mnalinis tn. the Intermediate Board m the Board itself vms 1*^ meltiag iM He 
quoted Mir Ziauddin's remaiks to impress on members that makiaba were really not 
eduoational inatitntions at all. 

Mr., iKthohir liaai oritkiaaii the Minister tor msking ^ncemns to mama- 
lilts though he was a sooialiat Muslim members stress if the nseColness of mAfuia 
mA UuSa aahools wbne Ma^ tow taMbad tto 

traa otiMr aaltorw. Dr, Honia Zabir, towawr, ■tnafir oppoied tb* nwmUoa, 
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Hosliiii education, he said, was not as backward as it seemed to be. He niyed that 
eTerr effort ahoald be made to wean away boys from tnaktabg and Tsiamia aohoola 
in wnich the quality of inetraction was not as good as in other schools. 

Noy-omciAL Bills 

51k. APRIL i-^Shfi Lalbahadur 84utri Introdnced his Bill to amend the Allaha- 
had tJniversify Act Sir J. P. Srivastava introdnced the Hindu Dharmadaya Bill to 
regalate Hindu religious trusts. His motion for reference of the Bill to a select com* 
mittee was opposed by the Congress benches, on whose behalf Mr. Sadhu Singh 
moved for circulation of the Bill. 

Me. Sampurnananda pointed out the legal difficulties rused by Sir Jawala Prasad’s 
Bffi JBS it stood, and announced that the Government already had under preparation 
thinr own legislative proposals for dealing with the various types of Hindu religions 
endowments and trnsm. The motion for circulation was carried. 

Thereafter^ the House accepted motions for circulation of three private Bills, 
namely that of Mr, B, K. Mukkdrji relating to the conditions of service of shjop 
assistants, that of Mr. Charan Singh relating to the Agrlcnltural Produce Market B l\n 
and that 'Of Mr. ffq/a Bam Shastri relating to the Trade Union recognition. The 
House then adjourned. 

Stamp Act Amend. Bill 

5ffL APRIL The Minister of Justice, Dr. K. N, Katju moved to-day consideration 
of the U. F. Stamp Act Amendment Bill. CSiaudhuri Khuahi Bam mov^ .deletion of 
the new oianse which .did away with the existing legal requirement of certain documents 
bearing sfiB-aiina ataayis before becoming legally valid. Dr. Katju replied that the 
select comnuttee had, after full consideration, added the new clause as it felt that 
there was no risk of forgeries oocurring. 

Another amendment by the same member dealing with the deficiency of stamps was 
also debated mid aa the mover, who was a member of the Oemgress Party, did not with- 
draw the aasendment, the Oppoettion took advantage of the situation and called a 
division. According to party msoipline the mover could not vote even for his own 
amendment and k^ neutral. The Opposition in the lobby numbered 30 agnait Qov- 
emmenf 8 strength of 114, nnd the amendment was negatived. 

The Oppoeition which keyit silent during the second reading of the Bill raised a 
a voice of protest when the third xeading was moved. Mr. Ishaq Khan charged 
the Ministry with huadenhig the poor people permanently with taxation which had 
been impossed by the previous Government specifically for two years. 

The Bill w» paeeea by 106 votes to 30. 

CouBT Fees Amend. Bill 

Dr. Katiu next moved consideration off the U. P. Court Fees Act Amendment Bill. 
Mr. Ishaq Khan asked for its republioafion as the Bill had been radically altered. The 
Miniater-ia-charge objected to the motioa. stating that, as the changes made by the 
select oommittee were all for the reduction in ieee proposed in the Bill originally, 
there was no need for lepabiioation. The House then discussed the various amendments. 


7lh. APRIL There were 51 amendments to the Bill, of which 37 were 
dispoeed of to-day. Most of the amendments were moved by Mr. Mubaahir ffuaain 
JSitwai and he was supported by Mr. Jfubommad lahag Khan and Qnazi 
Mykammad Adil Abhaai. 

Tee U. P. Tenancy Bill 

20lh. APRIL Tbp proceediogs were dull when the Court Fees (Amendment) 
Bill was under discussion to-day. It became enlivened when the Biniater of Revanua 
hoimbt the leave of the House to introdnoe the United Provinoes Tenancy Bill 
whmh was placed on the members* tables this morning. 

tte Nawak of Chhaiari^ leader at the Opposition, wanted to know whether the 
pievions sanction of the Governor was obtained before introduoing the Bill as 
raqqired under sec. 199 Clause 3, of the Government of India Act. Tlie Miniatar 
a/ Savanna did not know bow this Bill was governed by see The Spaakar 
•aw ng to who ahonld decide whether the Bill did or did not require the previous 


ar Dagai Sath suggested that tha queatioa might be retered to the Gover- 
j^hethet tto Bill had been aanotimiM by him. 
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The Pfemwj; asserted that they had a riijht to introdnco the Bill and they were 
entitM to do it without refemng to any other person. Incidentally he remarked 
that^it^was thoir priyil^e and it inu.st be the natural desire of every sensible 
patriotio member of this House to enlarge their rights and privileges 

The Nawab of Chhatari pointed out that when the Government said that they 
were working under the limitations of the Government of India .iot, they must 
follow it in word and s&pirit. 

At tbo rpquost of the bp6ak6r, the Atlvocate^ General gave his opinion that no 
sanction was nccossary and that the Speaker was nui. hound to give a ruling on the 
point. 

After hearing all the speeches, the Speaker came to the conclusion that he must 
refer the qtiestion to the Governor and his opinion was read out to the House 
before it adjourned. The Governor stated that the question appeared to be of great 
doubt and he was of tho view that previous sanction was necessary and he, therefore, 
accorded h s sanction to tho introduction of the Bill. 

Tho Miniefer then introduced tho Bill. At this stage the House adjouruei. 

Mkmbers’ Emoluments Bill 

21tt. APRIL : — Tho whole day was devoted to a discussion of tho Members* Emolu- 
ments Bill, while one amoiKlmcnt occupied tho attention of tho IIousc for more than 
six hours. The Nairnh of Chhatari had moved an amendment yesterday to tho 
effect that the travelling allowance to members should be the same as was admissihlo 
to Ministers. During tho com so of tho debate nil the members who spoke from tho 
side of the Opposition urged that there should be no diflerentiation lot ween Ministers 
and other members in the matter of travelling allowance. Mr. [shnq Khan quoted 
liguros to show that the present Ministers were drawing more by way of allowance 
than their predecessors aiid tli it there was a great difference between their profes- 
sion and practice. He alsi» quoted from tho Harijan an article of Mahatma Qandhi 
in which tho latter had said : The Ceugress Presi.lont travelled third class, will tln^ 
Congress ministers travel first V 

Sir Jfnda Prasad Srira^tava also ash 'd them to follow Mahatma Gandhi faith- 
fully, who always travelh’d thiid < la.ss. Those who spoke on the Cengross side stated 
that Ministers were hard woikol pciple an 1 thercf uc reasonable comfort should be 
given to them while travelling. When the Minister o/ Justfer moved for tho third 
reading of tho Hill, Nawab/ula Liaqai Ali opposed it ou the ground that it was 
an insult to the dignity of tlie meniber.s of the House as many wore inclined to speak. 
The debate was adjourned till the 'Jotii. 


25th. APRIL : — Tho third reading of the Members' Emoluments Bill was not pass- 
ed to-day without a division being challengt' l, though it was carried by a thumping 
majority. The O[»positiou could raustiM* only 20 members as against HO on the Gov- 
ernment side. Tlio same arguments were advance I by tho Opposition as they used 
on Thursday last, namely, the receiving of a salary was derogatory to the dignity of 
tho House and tlio penalty clause was an insult to members who were brought to tho 
level of Government servants. 

The Minister of Justice, in winding up the debate, as well as tho Premier, who 
spoke before lunch, made dignified speeches assuring the llouso that it was not tho 
intention of the Government to lower tlio digiii*y of hon. members in any mJinnor. 

The Premier remarked that members being tivur masters, it would recoil on them 
if their status was reduced. He, however, assured tliem that a small committee would 


be appointed to examine these rules. , , ^ 

The Minister of Justice pointed out that tliis Bill related only to raomhors and not. 
to Ministers and ho did not know why so much heat was importcl into this deflate. 
Further, this was not tho stage when objections should have been raised. If any 
objection was taken to any of the provisions of the Bill it sbouhi have boon done at 
the second reading. He justified the inclusion of tho penalty clause wmch, in his 
opinion, was a just and equitable provision. He tjld the House ’hat there was no 
desire on the part of tho Government to mako these rules witli-iut consulting tho 
House or acquainting it with draft rules. 


CoruT Fees Amend. Bill 

26th APRfl. -—Tho Court Fee.s Act emend mont Bill was passed to-day by a 
large C^ngrS majority Mr. Ishaq Khan not only opposed the third i-eading but 
challenged a division which resulted iu 108 voting for the bill and 43 agains it. He 
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characterised the bill as obnoxious and undemocratic and urged the house that it should 
not be plaeed on the statute book. He was the only speaker to-da]r on the motion, 
after which the Minister of Justice made an apologetic replv, assuring the house that 
this was not going to be a permanent measure and its duration would be till 30th 
June 1041. 

Lxnd REVS!n7E Act Amend. Bill 

The house then passed without any discussion the Bill to amend the U. P. Land 
Bevenue Act of 1901. 

Maternity Benefit -Bill 

The Minister for Justice next moved the Maternity Benefit Bill for consideration of 
the house. Mr. E. M, Souter was the only one who moved a number of amendments, 
two of which were pressed and rejected and others were withdrawn. There was 
some discussion over the rate of daily allowance to be given to a woman for four 
weeks after confinement. The allowance proposed by the select committee was eight 
annas which was objected to by Sir Mabaraj Singh, Mr. Souter and Mr. Walford. 
The amendment was eventually defeated by 190 votes to 18, a feature of the voting 
being that many members of the Opposition voted against the amendment, though it 
was sponsored by Sir Maharaj Singh. Further discussion on the bill was adjourned. 

27Ui. APRIL The house passed the Maternity Bill to-day. The Minister of Justice 
appealed to the employers to be a little generous. After all, it would not cost them 
more than a few hundreds if the Bill became law. Sir Maharaj Singh gave his strong 
suppprt to the Bill. The Minister for Local Self-Government said that the Govern- 
ment had issued a circular to ail commissioners to request the municipal boards to 
see that maternity benefit on the lines of this bill should be given to women 
sweepers employe by them. 

Tenancy Act Amend. Bill 

The motion to refer the Tenancy Bill to a select committee was carried 
unanimously. 

The Minister of Revenue, in making his motion to refer the bill to a select 
committee, assured toe House that they were not abolishing the sir rights of the 
aemindors. The proposals contained in the Bill would affect only about two lakhs of 
aamindars out of a total of 12 lakhs. He claimed that the proposals with regard to 
distraint and ejectment received almost universal support. The Government had, 
however, an open mind and would be glad to consider any proposals brought forward 
before them. 

Chaudhri Khaliquzzman^ on behalf of the Muslim League Party, stated that the 
Bill was a compendious one, and sufficient time should be given to consider the 
proposals contained therein. He said that nobody would deny that the time had 
come for a readjustment of the relations between landlords and tenants, becaose 
the present economic conditions demanded that some relief should be given to 
tenants. 

The Nawab of Chhatari was of the opinion that large-soale farming would 
become an impossibility under the provisions of the Bill. Secondly the zemindars 
who felt keenly about sir rights could not understand the principle underlying it in 
the Bill. The method proposed according to the Bill, would not facilitate the oellee- 
tion of rents, which in the long run would not prove beneficial even to tenanta. 

Baja Jagannath Baksh Singh asserted that the land belonged to them by sasada 
and no changes s^uld be made without consulting then. 

The Budget session of the Assembly concluded and the House adjourned eim Sk. 
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PresideDt Sir Stiaram withheld consent for the day, however, repeating the remark 
that the Government were oxpectod to be represented in the House. 

End. FEBRUARY :~The bouse uoncluded discussion on the rules regarding the 
appointment of honorary magistrates. 

Sugar Factories Control Bill 

In deferenoe to an opposition member's desire the consideration of the Sugar 
Factories Contiol Bill was postponed until to-morrow. Exr-laining the urgency of the 
measure and need for suspension of the standing order by the cltaii which requir'es seven 
days’ interval between the passing of the Bill by the lower house and its introduction 
in the upper house, Dr. Xaft'u said that an identical measure had been passed by tlio 
Governments of Bihar and U. P. who were moving iti closest co-operation in the interest 
of the industry. Factory owners had represented to tin? Govenimeut that either the 
Bill should be passed immediattdy or an oriinance proraulgatr‘d giving effect to the 
Hill. The Government however did not desire to take the 1att(;r step w hicli was not in 
keeping with the dignity of the house. Tho delay iu the passage of the Bill would 
cause confusion to the industry. 

3rd. FEBRUARY The President stiRpended lln« standing orclf?rs and discussion of 
the Sugar Factories Control Bill was taken up. Mr. Janardan Sarnp withdrew his 
adjournment motion relating to tho collection of enhanced revenue on an assurance by 
the leader of the House that the Minister for Ho venue ou return from leavo would 
look into the matter. 


4th. FERRUARY : — The Council found its galleries crowdeil by members of the 
Assembly and by visitors to hear the debate on the Sugar Factories Oontroi Bill. 
Altbongh the majority of the House had come to an understauding the minoritv 
persisted in moving amendments and succeeded in its dilatorv tactics 'by holding 
the Bill np till the 7th. ’ 

7lh. FEBRUARY The Sugar Control Bill was passed by the Council and was 
brought back to the Assembly which met at two in ilie afternoon for the purpose. A 
fact of special importance about the prooeedings in the Upper Uoiiso was that tho 
OpposHioa being in the majority, could have delayed the measure and altered it 
radically but the Opposition knowing that tlio Gevernmiont had an ordinance in readi- 
ness and wonld have a majority in a joint session took a reasonable attitude and 
came to a lobby understanding with the Guvornment. 

This understanding, however, provoked dissent among throe members of the Oppo- 
sition who left the ranks of the Nationalist Party, and were mainly responsible for 
dilatory tactics which prolonged the session. 

The tiiird reading speeches in the Council to-dav were generally concerned with 
'^domestic matters” ^nd either side charged the other with having committed ^'insu- 
rance acte.” Lala Baboolal, secretary of the Nationalist Party, contended that tho 
agreement with the Government had been reached ''amicably, quietly and calmly” so 
that the Sale Tax would not be put at six pies without the consent of the Legislature 
and rnles under the Act would be discussed by the Legislature. There were valuable 
concessions. Mr. Bajindra Sarup of Gawnpore testified to a "merciless scrutiny of tbo 
Bill by the House,” and advised acceptance of the measnre as "in this imperfect 
world nothing can be perfect”. 

Bai Bahadar Mohan lal^ leader of the Opposition, blessed the Bill and supporting 
the Sales Tax said the Government could not do wonders without funds. He hoped, 
however, that the provisions regarding labour and sheds for caits would be allowed 
to remain dead litters. He askM Sri K. N. Katju amidst laughter, "Did the Minister 
of Jostioe provide sheds in his house for his numerous clients ? 

Bogum Aixax Rasul joined the "chorus of congratulations showered on the Minis- 
ter of Justice”. Dr. Bam Ugra Singh, Khan Masooduzaman and Mr. Akhtar Hussain 
strnok a different note. While the first two bitterly spoke about "oompromise in 
camera” and were content to support the passage of the Bill, Mr. Akhtar Hnsain was 
the only speaker who imposed the third reading. 

Dr. Katju explainedf that the right of appeal against penalties in the Bill was 
ensurfxl by provisions of the Gkiminaf Procedure Code. He attached eroat importauco 
to the labour oaiise. The Bill was not a partisan meas are and would not be worked 
in that spirit The House passed the Bill and adjourned sine die. 
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Badget SeMion— Lucknow— Znd. March to 8th. March. 1938 

The Budget session of the Oouneil commenced on the Znd. hlBrch* 1938. 
Replying to Mr. Janardan Sarup'a question if the special (Corruption Control 
Officer had been able to 6nd out speciBo oases of oorruptiou, Dr. M. .Tung, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, said that the charges against four police officers had been esta- 
blished and action taken against them. Enquiries wore being made in the following 
cases: Police Department 13, Excise 2, Education 2, Audit 1, Revenue 1 and Soldiers' 
Doard 1. 

After the presentation of demands for suiiplemcntary grants for 1937-38, the Cuim- 
oil adjourned till the next day when the budget was presented by thu Premier. 

5th. MARCH Before the discussion ou sufiplemontary estimates was taken up 
to-day. Dr. Pam Ugrah Singh raised a point of order under Rule 54 (2) that three 
days should elapse between the proseotation and thu discussion of the ostimatos. 

The hon. Dr. AT. N. Katju^ replying, said that the Uovornment had allotted thu 
days in his individual judgment. 

The President said that if the Ifoiise was anxious to discuss the estimates later, 
be would request the Oovornor to Hx Monday for discussion. 

As the House was not anxious to discuss thorn on Monday, they wore taken tip 
to-day and approved. Tlie Council then adjourned till Monday. 

7lh. MARCH A “birth tax’’ was suggested to-day by a member when iliu 
Council took up tiio general discussion of the Budget. 

Begum Aijaz Paaool, Deputy President, asked tho Govergment. to impose such a 
tax as the population was incroasing at an “alarmini,’* rate. Bho added that her 
pioposal would prove a check on population and lead to social improvement. 

Daring the debate the Opposition in general depreciated the huge rural reconstruc- 
tion programme from burrowed funds. They thought that the iiuancial implications 
of the Budget were serious and advised caution. 

Tho discussion was adjourned till the ^noxt day, tho Stb.J March when the ILusu 
was adjourned sine die. 


May Session— Luckaow— 6th. May to 25th. May 1938 

The May session of the Council commenced at Lucknow on tho 6th. May 1938. 
Htroiig resentment was expressed by the landlord members of the Council at the 
uuiiiurirod slur cast upon their order by the Revenue Minister, who bad described 
them as mere rent collectors and not as owners of land and notice was given of an 
adjournment motion by Mr. Muhammad Abid Khan Sherwam, 

Tbo President overruled the objection of Mr. Chandra Bhal^ Parliamentary secre- 
tary, that the remarks made in the Lower House could not form a subject of discus- 
sion of the motion tonight as the Revenue Minister had agreed to allot a day for dis- 
cussion ou his remarks during the course of this session. 

The House rejected by 21 votes to two an amendment to the draft rules of tlic 
Council, seeking to take away the President’s power of nominating a panel of chair- 
men and empowering the House to elect them. 

Language of Legislature 

7th. BlIAY The language controversy loomed large in to-day’s Council in cuunec- 
tioQ with the discussion of the draft rules. An amendment moved by Mr. Chanira 
Bhal^ parliamentary secretary, to rule 19 so that any member might address the 
Council in Hindi or Urdu was ruled out by tho President who agreed with the view 
expressed by the Advocate-General that it was inconsistent with section 85 of tbo 
Government of India Act which did not allow those members who were sufficiently 
acquainted with English language to speak in Hindi or Urdu. 

Another amendment for substitution of the word Hindustani for the words Hindi 
or Urdn occurring in rule 19 was also rejected by the House by 24 against 9 votes. 

The provision to the rule empowering the President at bis discretion to permit or 
call upon any member to. speak in Urdu, Hindi or English was sought to be deleted 
on the ground that it was inconsistent with section w of the Goyemment of India 
Act. The President^ after hearing the Advocate- General and certain other members, 
hold that the proviso was absolutely oonsistent with tho Act, whereupon the amend- 
ment was withdrawn. 
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Dlscusno!! ON Draft Rules 

Ml MAY:— A more rapid progress was made in oonneotion with the disonuion on 
the draft niloa today in the Coiinuil, Whether a member could reileot npon the oon- 
duut of any judge or court of law having jurisdiction in any part of the British 
empire in the exercise of his or its judicial functions, was discussod at length on an 
amendment moved by Mr. Lakahmi Narayan^ parliamentary Secretary, to substitute 
^India* for the word tempiro’. He urged that the House had no reason to show any 
consideration to otlior parts of the British empire. A contrary view was expressed 
from the Government benches by the Minister of Communications, Hafiz Muhammad 
Ibrahim who thought that it would be very 'pernicions to discuss the iu^ments and 
judicial orders passed by the judges, and adaei that it would be highly improper to 
discuss questions coming before the courts of the Empire where individuals nelonging 
to India might be ooncerned. 

The House adopted another amendment deleting a clause to the effect that a 
member while speaking must not utter treasonable, seditious or defamatory words, but 
he may quote them for the purposes of his a-gument. 

The House rejected au amendment moved by Mr. Chandra Bhal^ formerly parlia- 
mentary secretary, for the deletion of tlie rule against any discussion in the Council 
being permitted in rospect of any order of the Government or of the President 
disallowing a motion. 

Maternity Benefit Bill 

10th. MAY Tlie Council passed into law to-day the Maternity Benefit Bill. One 
member of the Opposition asserted that the Bill was a piece of party propaganda and the 
Congress Govorumont after destroying the zamindars, wanted to destroy the millowners. 

Some amendments moved to enlarge the scope of the Bill wore ruled out by the 
JPrv»i(ient who held that as the Bill was for a particular object, amendments must be 
withiu its scope and conform to its framework. Tho President added that if the 
House thought that the Bill was too restricted, the only constitutional remedy open 
to the House was to throw out the Bill. 


Land Revenue Amend. Bill 

Tho Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill was vehemently opposed by certain landlord 
members and at one stage it looked as though the fate of the Bill was hanging in the 
balance. Biisk canvassing was then started by Congress members of the House and 
very soon it appeared that tho issue was no longer in doubt. A number of members 
inufudiug R. B. Babu MohanUil who opposed the motion remained neutral, with the 
result that the motiou for second reading was carried by a majority of eight votes. 

Official Bills 

1 Ith. MAY In its role as the revising Chamber, the Council to-day amended three 
Bills relating to prison reform as passed by the Assembly and they would now go 
back to. the lower house for recousideratiou. These bills were (1) the Borstal Bill (2) 
the Prisoner’s Release on Probation Bill and (3) the First Offenders’ Probation Bill. 

One of the amendments was carried in the teeth of opposition from Government 
benches. The House passed the three bills as amended as well as the Land Revenue 
Ameudment Bill, in respect of which there were no new amendments. The House 
then adiourned till May 16. 

Discussion of Draft Rules 


:i6th. MAY After prolonged discussions to-day the Council completed consi- 
deration of the draft roles governing the conduct of business. The Lower House had 
yet ' discuss its wles. 

The rules committee of the Upper House consisted of the President Sir Bita Banh 
the deputy President Begum Aizaz Rasul, two Congress members Baba Baijnath and 
Mr. Ratanlal Jain, and others, viz, Kai Bahadur Mohanlal, Mr. Waheed Ahmad, Lala 
Mohanlal Bah, and Ohaudhari Akhtar Hussain. The oommittee was representative of 
all parties in the House and its report was unanimous, there being no notes of 
dissent. It held altogether ten sittings in 1937 and 1938. 

In the rules recommended for adoption by the Oounoil a few salutary changes 
have been introducedi though many df the previous rules and standing orders have 
been preserved. Some of them we been modified, while a few new rules have 
been introduced. The existing distindtioa between the rules and standing orders have 
been done away with. j 
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ITie noteworthy chaoses introdaoed aeeerve to be aontionel Bfww Ihuidiqr 
daring the eeBBion of the Ooanoil will hereafter be devoted to the tranaaotum of non- 
oflloial Inuiinesa and it ahidl have preoedenoe over other bnaineae nnleaeue Phioedent 
otherwiae direota. On other days Government bnainesa ahidl have nreoedenoe. 
means that non*offioial business will be trmisaoted In every even if Gofem* 

ment allot no day for it, as they have not daring the present session. The rights of 
the Oonnoil to regnlate its own bnslness have thas been enloxgdd by the mles 
oommittee. 

Answers to qnestions asked by the members wi!^ hereafter be printed thns res- 
toring the previons praotioe before the inangnration of the present oonstitotlon. 
Not a little inoonvenienoe was felt by the members and the presa reporters owing 
to the new praotioe of snpplying a typed answer only to the memiM putting a 
qaestton. It is hoped that the Assembly will follow in the footsteps elTthe Ooanoil 
in this rmrd. ^ #" 

The roles provide for joint select committees and joint oonferenoes which it is 
confidently expected would obviate friction or want of harmony between the two 
Houses. 

No far-reaching changes have been made daring the passage of the rales in the. 
Oounetl. The attempt to delete the provisions for joint conference made by a Oon- 
gress narliamentarv secretary, despite &e snpport of the Minister for Oommunioations, 
Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, met with failure. These rules provide that any member, 
with the consent of the Minister in charge of the department to which the matter 
relates, may move that it is expedient that any matter of public importance other 
than a bill be referred to a joint conference of both chambers consisting of a specific 
number of members and with instructions to report before such date as may be 
specified in the motion. The Council has. also, got power of referring a bill (passed 
by the Lower House) to a select committee of its own in case it was not referred 
to a joint select committee. 

The rules give complete liberty of action to the Council in connection with the 
conduct of its business and the prestige and dignity of the Upper House have been 
greatly enhanced. 


17tb. MAY The House will have power to bring a motion of no-oonfidenoe 
against the Ministry when the new Council rules which were passed by the Council 
last night, come into force in June next. 

A Congress member moved an amendment urging the deletion of the rule con- 
ferring such power on the Upper House. The amendment was supported by Dr. 
Katju and others on behalf of the Government but was lost by 27 to 12 votes. 

Question of Zemindar’s Status 

Ifitii. MAY After a discussion lasting three and half hours, the Council adopted 
without division to-day a resolution moved by Mr. Muhammad Ahid Khan Sh^want 
that, while taking exception to the remarks repeatedly made by the hon. Minister 
for Revenue that zaminders were only rent-collectors aud Thekedars, tho^ house 
was of opinion that zamindars and taluqdars were the owners of the land in the 
United Provinces. • t- 

The chief spokesman for the Government was tho Minister for Commumcations, 
Hafiz Muhammad Ibrahim, who pointed out that tho statement mado by the Roveniio 
Minister in no way affected the position occupied by tho zamindars before the 
Congress assumed office on July 17, 1937. llo added tho Revenue Minister s state- 
ment was based on a historical fact. , 

The consensus of opinion among tho members and other Congressites was so 
strong that the Government dared not challenge a division when the resolution of 
disapproval of the Minister’s statement was declared carried. 


Members’ Emoluments Bill 

I9lh. MAY Dr. K N. Katju^ Minister for Justice, moved to-day for considera- 
tion of the U. P. liOgislative Chambers Members' Emoluments Bill. ^ . 

Rai Bahadur Mohanlal moved an^ amendment that double second class fare bo 
allowed to members instead of double inter. 


Dr. Katju raised a point of order that this amendment could not bo moved withou 
the sanction of the Governor under Section Bl (3) of tho Government of India Act. 
The Opposition did not agree with the Minister’s contontion. 
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Mr. iiolMnlal 8ah read ont a letter received by a member of the Oonooil from 
Mr. J. 0. Donaldson, Secretary to the Government, saying that recommendations were 
made H. E. the Governor on the advice of his liinistera and if a recommenda- 
tion was neoeesarv they should apply to the Minister concerned. 

The reply fnruier added that from a preliminary reading of Section 82, it did not 
appear likely that a recommendation was required for amendments of this nature 
since they did not affect the salaries of such persons who were charged under Section 
78 of the Act The President reserved his ruling. 

Stamp Act Amend. Bill 

20Ui. MAY The Minister has really given us a sermon on democratic principles 

and he has asked us to blindly ditto the decision of the lower house We nave had 

a lecture from the Minister of Justice on onr rights and duties and we have been 

told to be sincere Some ill-digested constitutional doctrines have been inflicted 

upon us and we are told that in monev bills we should not interfere.* Such were 
the sentiments expressed by leading members of the Opposition in the Council today 
with reference to the speech made by Dr. Katju on the second reading of the Stamp 
Amendment Bill. 

In the course of his speech which provoked strong criticism the Minister cf Justice^ 
despite the declared intention of the Congreess party to wreck the constitution framed 
by the British Parliament, strongly niged that the upper house like the House of 
Lords should not interfere in money bills and proposals about taxation emanating 
from the lower bouse and advocated a convention which had grown under the 
English constitution. He considered that the power of voting demands for grants 
was not given to the Council, interference with details of taxation proposnis would 
only lead to confusion in the management of public affairs. 

The Minister’s view of the role of the upper house in connection with taxation 
measures framed by the Government found no support in the House and it was held 
that it was the bonnden duty of the Council to examine every taxation measure in a 
reasonable sprit and expressed its considered opinion in an unequivocal manner. 

In the course of the interesting debate that followed, one member denounced tho 
Congress Government for being ^extremely unresponsive to public opinion* and stated 
that public moneys were being wasted for party propaganda while another member 
said that the Government must necessarily bo democratic before they asked tho 
House to follow democratic traditions. There arc no less than 100 amendments tabled 
to the Stamp Amendment 'and Court Fees Amendment Biils and it is fai.ly cortuin 
that these measures would not have a smooth passage in the Upper House. 

The net result of the amendments tabled to the Stamp Amendment Bill, said Dr. 
Katju, would be complete rejection of the Bill. 

Court Fees Act Amend. Bill 

23rd. MAY -.•^The Council returned to the Lower House the Court Fees Act Amend- 
ment Bill, Mr. Ram Chandra Gupta’s amondmeut being carried by 1.1 to 11 votes. 

The President gave his ruliug on the point of order raised by Dr. Katju on May 
19. He recalled sub-section 82 (3). of the Government of India Act quoted by Dr. 
Katju during discussion in the Legislative Chambers Members Emoluments Bill when 
the Opposition sought to move an amendment that double second class fare be allowed 
to the members instead of double inter class. Sir Sitaram, President, agreeing with 
the Advocate-General and tbu Opposition, said that to uphold this conteutioo would 
be tantamount to restricting the scope of these rules considerablv and leave a serious 
gap in cases of Bills other than non-official bills introduced in the Council for which 
no provision will have been left. 

24th. MAY Air the past records were broken by the Council to-day in the 
number of defeats inflicted on the Government in rapid succession in connectioa 
with consideration of the Court Fees (Act) Amendment Bill. Government benches 
looked discomfited and disconsolate when amendment after amendment was carried by 
the Opposition reducing provisions of the biil almost to a nullity. No less than six 
amendments were adopted by the House in the teeth of the opposition of the Minister 
for Justice. There were five divisions in all in fonr of which Ooveroment were 
defeated. The last division resulted in a tie, the voting being 15 for and 15 against. 
The Piesident was called upon to exercise his casting vote and acting on oertsm 
principles where the status quo had been maintained he voted against the amend- 
ment moved ny Mr. Ram Chandra Gupta for the deletion of the clause. This gave 
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th« OMmawnt u ausptoM rictory oTw the Opposition. The Pratidsni’e deriiiM 
•boat tUe OMtiiw vote wss r^eod with ohwrs from the OoimrsM boaobte. Butait 
one of the dimsioiis Ledy Wseir Heten, who wtt the oo^etent sajmetter of the 
Goeemment, was ehat oat os she amrsd when the doors had been oloaed oMar On 
diriskm boll rang. 

Whea Dr. Katju was called upon to move the third teadiM of the Bill after all 
the amaDdoieata oo the order paper were disposed of by the Hoose, he said : *1 am 
not completely aatisfled with tho resalt of the debate, I am making this motion so 
that the Legiahitife Aaaembly might have an opportan^tr of expressing its own vfawa 
on the decision taken here*. This was an open hint that the amendments passed by 
the Upper Hoase wonld be turned down by the Liwor Hoose. 

Both yesterday and to-day the House had carried seven amendments to the Gbart 
Fees bill "as passed by the Assembly and this was the lifth bill which wonM go back to 
the Assembly for reconsideration. Omng to the wide divergence of opinion oa a 
■amber of bills a joint session of the two Houses of Logislatnre had now become* 
intfitable. 


ICemders’ Emoluments Dill 

25th. MAY Bnt for a little beat engendered in today's Council by an exchai^ 
of some unpleasant epithets between a Minister and a member of the Opposition 
there was nothing exciting in connexion with the disuassion of the amendments to 
the United Provinces Legislative Chambers (Members' Emoluments) Bill whioh was 
finally passed into law in the form in «ehich it was sent from tho Lower House. 
On the assaranoe given by the Minister of Justice that the provision for two inter 
class faros was by no means meant to be derogatory to tho members of the House, 
the amondmeut substituting double second class fare was withdrawn. Tlie other 
amendments were similarly withdrawn and there was do occasion for a division. 

Tn connection with the incident between a Minister and a member of the Opposi- 
tion, the President oarnestlv requested the hon. member to preserve the dignity of 
the House which was in thdir own hands and urged that they should disperse iu 
good humour on the last day of tho sejision. Fie ailded : ‘F^et us in the name of tho 
dignity of the houso desist from such attacks cither on one side or tho other. I 
shall not, Blerefore, aHow any reference to this incident which 1 hope will be dosed 
once for all.' 

After the Bill was passed into law, the House adjourned $ine die. 
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Proceedings of the Bihar Assembly 

Budget Seteion— Petna — 5th. March to 31 tt. March 1938 

Financxsl Siatement For 1938-30 

The Cougress llinisiiy's Biiiiget for 1938-39 was presented in the Bihar Legislatiro 
A.ssrrobly at Patna on the Sth. March 1938. It showed a small surplus. 

Mr. Sn Krishna Sin ha, the Prime Minister, read the budget speech of the Finance 
Minister, Mr. Auitgraha Narayan Stnha^ who was still in hospital for treatment of 
injnrics received in December in a motor accident. 

The Finance Minister, in the speech, said : “Our next expenditure is all intended 
to improve the people's condition monUlly, morany, physically and materially. When 
nil our schemes have boon fully at work, we hope we shall have tho satisfaction of 
NOuiug (he people fairly advanced on the way to pio.^)erity." 

After dealiii* with (he revised estimates for 1937-.38. (he Finance Minister said that 
from tho iinancial point of view the results of 1937-38 were likely to be satisfactory 
and (ho financial position of the province would slightly improve that yeai*, but this 
w'gs solely because the expenditure wa.s ke|)t duwu to au impossibly low level in 
order to secure a balanced budget. 

For 1938-39 (he Minister e.stimated that Ks. jt)r> and oue-fuiirth laklis was available 
fur expenditure. The expenditure charged to ruvctuus iucltidiii^ the reserve of eight 
lakhs to meet new scliumes which are in course of preparation, comes to Rs. 502 
hikhs uhilu the expouditure not charged to revenue luroes to one lakh seventy six 
iliousand making a total of Rs. 501 lakhs. The budget thejofore shows a surplus of 
Ks. i]97,000 of wliieb Rs. 1,76,000 will be used fur meeting capital expenditure and 
Its. 1,20.000 will be taken for tho ordinary balance. 

The l<1uaueu Minister, therefore, claimed that Diis year the province again has a 
suiidu.s budget although be was not satisfied with this. “It i.s clearly necessary, if 
the s<'hemes which my colle^ues and I have in mind ate to be financed, retrench- 
meiil should ruthl<*ss1y eliminate items of uuuecessary and extravagant expenditure 
and ijcw sources of revenue should be fully developed." 

The revenue side of the budget this year includes fresh sources of revenue. About 
tiiree and half lakhs have been added to the revenue under stamps as anticipated 
from the extra income derived from the enhancement on nou-judioial stamps. / 
small provision of thirty thousand nvimes has been included as the estimated receipts 
from the cutortaiument tax. The budget also iucludes provision of nearly tbirtoeu 
Uhbs as the estimiUes receipts from the Goyeroment of India as the province's share 
of fiuoome-tax. 

Regarding the remainihg figures the Minister estimates a drop of about two and 
half hubs under laud revenue. There were increased receipts of six lakhs under 
rivil works. Ho drew aCteutiou to two items, particularly excise and irrigation. 
Under excise he has budgetted for a drop of seventeeu liikbs from the figure taken 
in the revised. Out of this, six lakhs represents the loss which he anticipates in the 
ordiuai*y course of auctions and the remaining eleven lakhs is dne to the deliberate 
policy of the Government in encouraging temperance and enforcing prohibition. Six 
and naif lakhs of tiiis is the estimated cost of prohibition in Saran district and the 
remainder, cancellatioa ^ of the settlement of some 450 shops situated in unsnitable 
places and complete closing of shops in other areas. The last is estimated to reduce 
tho revenue by seventy-five thousand. Under irrigatiou, ha liad allowed for a re- 
duction of txvo lakhs. 

Deafiag with expeoditiire, he referred to the (luestion of retrenchment. The esti- 
mates do not provide considerable items of retrench meot. “A province like Bihar, 
where the expenditnie is already at so low a figure, where such a large percentage of 
expenditure is spent on kalaries of officials, it is difficult to arrive forthwith at any 
sinking economies. Provi.sioos for economies, however, have been introduced in this 
budget?' The reduction of travelling allowance is under consideration by which he 
hoped to save approximately one lakh yearly. The provision for the ECanohi exodus 
has also been omitted and other minor retrenchments have been proyided. The two 
taxation measures which the legislature adopted were not calculated to yield more 
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thin four Ukhs yoarljr au^i no hope could be built there in for a subetantial improve- 
ment in the province s ilaaacial positiou. “Our sheet anchor for the time beinir 
is the proposed la* on agricultural iiioome.'* The Bill in this connection, which is 
pending before the House, when enacted, is expected to yield forty to fifty lakhs 
yearly. 

The Minister stressed the importance of the problem of povertv, unemployment 
and indebtedness of the peasantry and stated that detailed schemes have been already 
undertaken or are under consideration for solving, these. He referred to the legisla- 
tive enactments designed to afford relief to agrioniijirists in various directions and to 
other schemes for the amelioration of the lot of the masses, the economic uplift of 
the proviqoe generally, including measures to cornet fioods, which have been uuder 
consideration, and others providing for irrigation facilities, encouraging industrialisation 
improving jails, improving education incladtug experimenting with the Wardha 
scoeme, consideration of. problems relating to a common language as the medium of 
instruction, military training, medical relief, pubiio health, labonr welfare, unemploy- 
meut, corruption in .Government offices, and iatroduction of prohibition. The new 
provision for a nurtrition scheme costing Rs. 6,000 is to suggest an adequate diet at 
a minimum cost and advise the best possible diet for the money spent by toe poriu- 
lation at large. 

Othei' provisions for new schemes includes Rs. 9,450 fur special scholarships to 
Uariians, Rs. lO^OOO lor scholarships to Mcmius (backwai'd Moslems), Rs. 3,4^ for 
special scholarships to aboriginals, Rs. 1 and.one-fonrth .lakhs for a grant to district 
hoards for rural water-supph^ Rs. 44,000 for improvement in flie equipment of hos- 
I>ital8 and dispensaries, Rs. 20,000 • for medical relief in rnral aroas &. SB^IKX) for the 
prevention and cure of cholera and Rs. 50,000 for imiJ 


Oiiotauagpur. 


improvement of commnnicatiou iu 


CuuiA Naorua Ixxaxcv AmsxD. Bill 

After tiie presentation of the Budget, the House took up coiisideratiou ol the ChoU 
Nugpur Teuaocy Amendment Sill, which was intended to improve the oondition ol the 
tenantry of the Chota Nagpur area, and passed the Bill, as reported by the select 
cjommittoe, in less than an hour. The House then adjourned tm March 7. 

Tiu: PnouxiauoK Bill 

7th. MARCH The intruductiou of the Prohibition Bill by Hi'. Juglal Vkoadhurn 
Excise Miuister, was the main business transacted by the Assembly to>day. The Bill 
was modelled on the receot Madras enactment and empowered the Government to iu- 
f reduce prohibitiou. iti selected areas, of one or more excisable articles and extend.it 
to other areas. 

The Bill, however, provided for the following exemptions: (1) Ilectilied spirit and 
drugs required for medical, soientific and industrial purposes, (2) grants of persona! 
permits to those w'ho In the opinion of the Oovernmont may be specially exempted 
and permitted to keep or consume liquor or drugs, (3) issue of licences to clubs and 
ulhcr iubtitutious and to their members to possess liquor and (4) liquor required for 
huuafido religious purposes. The Bill further provided for effective prevention, do- 
feutiou, investigation and prosecution of an offence against the Act and also for oolja- 
buraiiou of anti-drink committees and honorary worxers with officers charged with 
the duty of the administration of the act. 

uE.NLiuL Discussion or Buouo 

8th. & 9th. MARCH The general discussion of the budget was held on these 
twu days. A feature of the debate was the argument about the relationship between 
1>^)iiga1iK aud Biharis iu the province. A point was raised on the 8th. by Mr. 
Manindra Nath Jdukherjee who, "replying to a complaint that ^ngalis preponderated 
in Government services and private concerns, had characterised Biharis as inoom- 
petent and unenterprising. He objected to Mr, Krishna Ballabh Sahay’s reference to 
Beugalis as foreigners iu a speech iu the last session. Dr. Sachidananda ^nha. 
replying to Mr. Mukhorji, said, that the references to Mr. KrisJina Dallabh Sahay 
were unparliamentary. It was a fact that Bengalis preponderated in the services 
and other concerns, and this the Government could not prevent. As for Biharis 
being iuoompeteut aud unenterprising, ho quoted Sir P. C. b®ok wherein the 
author luul chai'acterised Bengalis ainularly, and hoped that such infiaoiiiiatory speeches 
would not be indulged in the future. 
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After suvefftl members had spiikeu, some of whom pointed out the need for the 
proTisioB of greater edut'ational facilities, others on effcotin^f economy in erpenditnre 
and one on proieotimv the province from air att:icks, Srimati ^9aras^^af4t Devi stressed 
tha need for women's uplift. 

Bepl^innon behalf of the Oovernment Mr. Jugatnarain Lai, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, said that the budget represented the efforts of the Ministry to implement the 
Oon^ess programme and while working the Act, their ultimate aim was to wreck it. 
Taming to prohibition he said that the scheme was generally favoured throughout 
the country and hoped that the Government would receive their wholehearted support 
in this holy oanse. *The Government were doing their best to improve irrigation with 
which was connected the electrification scheme; for which a preliminary survey was 
being made. The Government would try to raise a loan for implementing the 
uonstructivo schemes bnt had to move with caution. Provision for scholarships for 
military training had been made to see how far the people availed tliemselves of this 
opportunity. The question of air raids did not arise so far as Bihar was concerned. 
The Government sympathised with the grievances of the backward classes and would try 
to redress them as far as resources allowed. The House then adjourned until the 19tb. 

Tub PfiOHiBiTioN Dill (Gontd.) 

IBtk. MARCH :--Mr. Juylal Choudhury, Excise Minister, moved to-day that the 
Prohibition Bill be referred to a select committee. Sir Oanesh Dull -Singh moved 
that the Bill be circulated lor the purpose of eliciting opinion by April 15. Thu 
motion was lost. 

Replying to the debate, Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha, Premier, said that the Govern- 
ment would tap every source of revenue to make up the loss resultant from Prohibi- 
tion. It was the doty of the Government to intervene and save the people from 
things which were dangerous to their health and drained out their money. Govern- 
ment did not stand in the way of enjoyment of the people but wanted that they 
should spend money for useful things. He pointed out that the material condition 
of the people had improved in areas in Madras where Prohibition had been introduced. 

VoiiNO ox Bcdoex D£.M^XDS 

21at MARCH The House took up the voting on demands for grants to-day. Several 
token outs were moved on the demand noder the head General Administration fbr a 
snm of Rs. 50,70.946, one' of which evoked prolonged discussion on the flood problem 
in North Bihar and the irri^i^oiial facilities. The Prime Minister, the hon. Mr. 
Srikrishna Sinha replying., pointed out the Uifliculties encountered by the Govern- 
ment in this matter and said that they, however, were doing their utmost as far as 
practicable with their fluancial resources. 

22tod. MARCH Discussion continued to-day on the flood problem and trriga- 
tional faointies, with a view to discussing the Government’s irrigation policy and 
allied matters. Replying to the debate, the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha^ Prime 
Minister stated that tlm Oovernment were fully aware of the gravity of the situation 
caused by occasional floods and were deing oveiy thing possible to alleviate the 
suffering and distress caused thereby, together with improving irrigation in the 
promoca.. 

The proceedings were enKvened by a debate on the diseontiauanoe of the exodus 
te Ranchi this year, raised by anotner token out. Ghota Nagpur members voiced 
strong resentment against the deotsion end pointed out that the interests of that area 
wexe wing neglected, espeoiafly as it was unrepresented in the Cabinet They 
stressed the importance of Ghota Nagpur, which was different from tho rest of the 
provinoe for which teason it was deiiral^ that the Oovernment should maintain a 
dsaer contact with it. 

The motion was oppo^ by Dongresa members. Mr. Sinodananda Jha, Parlia- 
mentary Seovetary, explained that the interests of Ghota Nagpur were not neglected 
by BOB-renreaentation in the Cabinet. The varioua ameliorative measures undertaken 
by the Ministry for the masses applied equally to Ghota Nagpur where, if neoessary, 
diflisrent legislation would be taken up. Among the diffioultiee of going to Ranohi, 
the questioa of finsaoe was not the lea^ 

Cuota Nagpur members were atili dissatisfled with tha reply and the Premier 
assured them that he would consider with hla oolleagues the possibility of meeti^ 
^ir grievanoes. The demand under General Adminiatratiou was pMsed by the 
Honae which then adjourned. 
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zard. MARCH Several membera, throagb cut motioos to>daT. veutilated their 
griewoes regarding tte drainage system in specified anas, the preralanoe of .disease, 
ete. They alro came forward with proposals for improving the health of the provinoe 
by the establishment of gymnasia throughout the province, the formation of health 
associations eto. It stated on behalf of the Oo^ernmeat that they were anxious 
to prevent epidemics but the budget provision did not permit the proposals outlined 

the members being carried out immediately. They had several schemes under 
consideration, which would be put into effect in due c ourse. 

[Die increase of mosquitoes ia parts of North Bib* * and the prevalauoe of plaguo 
in Bettia were discussed through other cuts and the '.lovernment in reply explained 
that mosquito problem was not easy to solve, but would require investigation and 
large sums of money. As for plague, inoculation treatment was being carried on at 
Bettia and Government had also approached the Haffkine lostituto, at Bombay, for 
plague serum, but the latter could not give them supplies as the work was still in 
an experimental stage. 

24th. MARCH : — The need for taking effective measares by the Government for 
stopping tho sale of adulterated and unwholesome foodstuffs in the towns and railwav 
stations in the Province and tho general public health policy were disoussed through 
a number of cut motions to-day. 

Replying on behalf of the Government, Mr. Binodananda Jha, Parliamentary 
Secretarv, said that with a view to preventing the adulteration of food-staffs, the 
present legislation would bo amonded and with the eo-operatiou of railway authorities, 
municipal and local bodies and the public, it would be possible to bring about an 
improvement in the qualit^r of the foodstuffs sold. As regards the pablio health 
policy which had been criticised as being unable to eradicate epidemics and. improve 
the health of the Province, it should bo understood that the Public Health Depart- 
ment was an advisory department and had no hand in tho executive administration 
wnioh was carried out by municipalities and district boards under whom the dopart- 
ment placed many of their staff when required, some even permanently. The depart- 
ment was concerned more with preventive than with curative measures. The Ooveru- 
ment, however, had several schemes regarding the combating of various diseases, 
which would come into effect in due course. 


2Stk. MARCH For the first time in the budget session of the Assembly to-day a 
(livision was called on a cut motion which was lost by 77 to 15 votes. The cut was moved 
by Sir Ganesk Dutta Singh on the supplementary demand under the head Agricul- 
ture for acquiring the Sugarcane Research Station at Musheri, belonging to the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research Station at Musheri, for starting a seed 
nursery. Tho Government in roply stated that Piisa was situated at a distance from 
Maeaffarpur and tho sugarcane crop at Pass would be unable to meet the seed require- 
ments ei the Darbhanga and. Muzanarpur districts. The entire cost would have to be 
met from the grant out of the Sugarcane Hxcise Fnnd. 

The rest of the supplementary demands, nambering twenty, ;nnder varioiia heads, 
vrin passed after discassioon 

26tik. MARCH The Assembly devoted a day-long discussion raised by a single 
cut motion on the demand under the head Agricnltaral impre-vemeat. Dr. 8^d 
Mahmud, Development fifiaistcr, replied that the point raised Iw the speaker had 
already bwo given effect to or was under consideration. The Minister aononneed 
that me Government of India had agreed to the establishment of a broadcasting 
station at Patna very seen, which would serve for propaganda purpose also. 


2tA. MARCH:— Tb« Deptttment of Aaicultnre was sevtrdy criticised m Maf 
a top*»heavy admiiistraiion, serving no useful purpose in conncctioB with cultivattoB, 
through a seriee of out motioas, including some by mgrese members. The biidgM 
demand under the heed Agriculture was, however, ultimately passed after the out 
motions were withdrawn. • ^ „ c , 

A few ceastroctive snggestions were also offered for improving m agrloattiiral 
eondhions, such as the distribution of improved varieties if seeds, scieaKfiq mawtof 

the use of modern Implements, the improvement of h«ed wid draught buUootara 

the dhtablishmeat of a colleee for sgricuTOral teaching. Mr. Jagnwau 
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h% had hopad that mora coostruotive SQggjMtions would be placed. The OovernaaBt 
Gonld not affect a drastic cut oo the salaries of high officials of the Department The 
aodtritles of the Department covered most of the points raised by the membeis. The 
Qoyarnment realised the need for establishing an Agricnltaral College, hnt were pre- 
fODted from doing so immediately for financial reasons. 

29^ MiUlCH : '-The Assembly passed to-day three Budget demands under the 
heads Vetennary, Co-operatiye and Industries. 

A out motion moved to discuss the necessity of maintaining the Veterinarv 
College waa withdrawn after the Government reply emphasising the importance of 
cattle in a primarily agricultural country for which a Veterinarv College was 
essantisl. 

Out motions on “Co-operstiou'' referred to the Government's ‘'apathy-' to the 
co-operation movement and were withdrawn after Dr. Mahmud, Development Minister 
had replied that the Government was doing every thing possible to rehabilitate the 

movement. 

Cut motions on ^'Indnstries" were withdrawn after the Government had replied 
eapiaining the measures taken in connexion with tlie industrial development of the 
Province. 

30iIl march :~The Assembly passed the Budget demand under tho head Edu- 
cation lor a sum of Ra. 67,49,89o after a d«ay long di.scu8sion raised through a cut 
motion oigtng the redaction of the salaries of college professors. Other subjects 
discQSsed were unemployment, the introduction of free and compuKsoiy primary 
education and the enoouragement of women's educAtion and Oriental studies. The 
Govomment spokesman stated that the whole question of retrenchment was being 
eaamined and a committee would be appointed shortly in this connection. Tbe hon. 
Dr. 8yad Mahmud Ednoation Minister, winding up the debate, referred to the langu- 
aga problem, which the Congress Qovemmeot, through the assistance of Babii 
fatjeodra Brasad, had solved to a great extent and he said a committee had boon 
appedaied to evolve a oommeii language. As tho problem of script was very difficult 
at present the Oovemmeot had decided to retain both the Hindi and Urdu scripts. 
The Government would also reorganise the system of teaching of classical and Orientnl 
subjects. The Government themselves were anxious to remove illiteracy fiom the 
Piovince and would give every consideration to the various proposals offered by tho 
members. 

31st MARCH*:— Tbe guillotine bad to be applied at 5 p. m. for uassing all 
the Budget demands which had been left over while the discussion on the demand 
under the head Police was in progress lo-day. 

In a spirited reply to a heated debate on the Police demand, raised through a cut 
urging the necessity for exercising greater vigilance with a view to stopping corrup- 
tion in the Department among tlie lower ranks, the hon. Mr. Sri Krishva Sinha, 
Premier of Bihar, said that he had made it clear on various 
occasions that he had identified his honour with that of the jpolico and any 
aberration on the pai’t of the police pained him greatly. After being on- 
trusted with the charge of the Department for eight months, he fully understood tlje 
saeredness of the duties of the police. No doubt a change in heart had to be brought 
about in polico officers, in which he expected the co-operation of the public. Tho 
FMaier said that be had appealed to the entire force to that effect at the last Polico 
Conference land Parade and he believed that the appeal had not been made in vain. 
Ha was sanguine that if hia Government continned for a reasonable length of time, 
the necessary ckamge^intontlook would be accomplished. The police force after ail 
consisted of human 4 beings who were exposed to numerous temptations and had to 
carry out their duties in the face of grave danger. The Premier believed that lie 
wonldlhave^the support and co-operation of the superior officers in stamping out 
cormption. A Committee had been appointed in this connection, which he hoMd 
would evolve ways and means of reducing corrnption. An Opposition member had 
pointed out that there had been an increase in crime since the Congress accepted 
olloa. Ihia, tbe Premier said, waa not true and the figures showed that the crime 
wave^reaobed its greatest height in 1936 within recent years. His Government had 
baen oaBdrly accused of negligenee in allowing murders being committed freely. Gn 
the cohtraiy every case of violenoa was investigated and dealt with aceordiag to law. 
Raferenee had baen made to politfcais and the Government were criticised for their 
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reloM as a falao atap. He had not reieeaed the poUtioals until he was oonftdent 
that they would not resort to riolence. He bad oonaulted ICr. Gandhi hiinielf befoit 
the release and the latter had told him that he should satisfy himsslf of th^r good 
faith. 

The out motion was withdrawn and the rest of the demands inolnding the heads 
Medioidi Jails, Administration of Justloe, Land Berenue and Eaoise fdl under the 
guillotine and were passed within fifteen minates. The .Honse then adjourned. 


April*— JuM Searion— Pktna*— Itt. April to 39tli. Jium 1988 

Bbhab Tenants* Rbubf Bill 

Isl APRIL The Assembly to-day discussed the Bihar Restoration of Bakaaht 
Land Reduotion of Arrears of Rent Bill, introdnoed and moved for referenoe to a 
Select Oommittee by the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Stnha, the Premier. The Bill was 
a sQPDlementary measure to the tenanoy legisiation reoently enacted and wae designed 
to afford further relief to the tenantry by providing for the restoration of lands sold 
in ezaonBon of decrees for arrears of rents. 

Sir Ganssh Dutta Singh^ former Minister, moved for the oironlatibn of the Bill 
«/». alinifinff Dublio opinion. Opposition members representing zamindari interests, 
n^nted out that the Bill would operate harshly on the petty zamindar while the 
rZfpreas members supported the measure energetically. 

Wifi Prime Minister, the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Singh introducing and moving 
H TAffirenoe to the Select Committee of the Bill said that the Bill was designed at the 
rA^r^ion of Bakasht lands to the original tenants and the reduotion of arrears of 
•Hfc AArtain oases. Explaining the need for this measure the Prime Minister said 
Shmt wbornrices were high thire was an artificial increase in the income of the 
ifiAlodinc the agriculturists, but when prices came down every section of the 
SSS l wM hit and thew^^^ were hit the hardest and tenants were put to 

Sfierdi^ultv and hardship. Consequently most tenants could not pay their rents. 
SkSnh rAoiilSd in a number of rents suits. It was therefore necessary m such oases 
9 fn tflnants arising out of circumstances over which they had no control. 

fh.^^JiiV’Lhonld b? riTOB to them. If good toeling was to be restored betweea tand. 
that relief should be giveu ™ ^ ^ 

iV«r newforerai attempt was made iu thie Bill to reatore Baoh 
tha^r’einal teiwnta uuder certaia oouditions. One of the oonditions for the 
hSShttonS was that half the deor^^^ amount should be paid to the 
Vt it^M dffflouirto pay even this half in one lump. Therefore the teunte 
TS riAt to Dsy in five equal instalmente spread over five years, 
had been * ta for oonsecuMve years would entitle the landlord to 

failure to W . »•,« -vpith regard 'to the smaller landlord the Premier 

'fw on a diffMent footing*taoause they were landlords only in a 

fc V**! J**!! wnra denendent tor their livelihood on ouUivation and, therefore, 

teohniral sense wd were de^Mom ror landlords whose income was np to a 

exemption h,d teen made m the owe <» . gi„ 



it teomne dlBonlt tor tensnia » s^n . enqnir^ h«l been made it wmi 

^«iJOT.t teZtow«e to tfie fall in prices and other 

admitted that tenants were nwru j insolvenoy. The arrears of rent were a 

reaeoDS and their oonditioi. was verg g , tenants and reduce their 

sort of debt and U was Vws ; one oZ wL to te rtiuiSal 

«w^^Bref(we. the tenants were given the right 



Sttf. on AriBUUa Diaaun - — 

Bni on this power given t^he ^Ueoton agreeing that ttie measore would 

“.5- ®-ifl V ..?d itStSXe did not want to stand In its way. 

WrS4'Ut t‘%oc® ««®®‘ 

had noYoonolnded when the Honae adjourned tiU the «h. 

CM? JS.iSSS’toU f.i& 1' «» ■«*»• 1 «« I* «*« 
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to accord sreator faollitias to the tenantry, Mr. Baldeva Sahay^ Advocate-Genoralf 
on behalf of the Oovernment, explaining the legal aspect of the Bill, replied to the 
objections raised by the Opposition members. The House then adjourned. 

fill. APfUL ;->^Within the ambit of the Government of India Act, the Provinoial 
Legislature had power to enact legislation of the most revolutionary character. It 
could abolish the Zamindavi system itself made under the Permanent Settlement 
When there is the support of public opinion, the Governor-General would have to 
gwt his sanction to such a measure if attempted to be enacted’, said Mr. Sri 
Krishna Sinha^ Prime Minister, replying to the debate to-day. 

The motion for circulation was negatived, while the Prime Minister’s motion was 
carried without a division. 


AOBICULTUBAL InOOMR-TaX BiLL 

The Prime Minister then moved for consideration of the Bihar Agricultural 
Inoome-tax Bill as reported by the Select Gommittee. 

Sir Oanesh Dutt Singh moved for recirculation of the Bill for eliciting public 
opinion as certain new provisions had been added to the Bill by the Select Com- 
mittee. The Premier^ replying, pointed out that the Bill had been discussed thread- 
bare by the Committee which had power to add clauses. There was no necessity 
for eliciting public opinion. 

The Bill was then taken op for consideration clause by clause. A large nnniber 
of amendments had been tabled. A discussion arose on taxing income of religious 
institutions and charitable endowments. The Moslem members resented strongly 
any attempt to include such an income In the purview of the Act and said the 
Congress Government would do well not to interfere with religious matter. The 
House then adjourned. 

7tk. i^RlL i^Disoussion was continued yesterday and today over the amendment, 
in the course of which several members, mostly Moslems, expressed vehement 
opposition and the Assembly adjourned again to resume discussion on the lltb. 

Mr. Baladeva Sahay^ Advocate- General, replying to the debate, said that taxation 
of agricultural income of Wakfs was not repugnant to Islamic laws and the Quoran 
did not contain injunctions prohibiting taxation ol Wakfs. The Government had no 
intention to interfere with the religious right, neither was this taxation an infraction 
of the personal laws of Moslems. If the present clause was not wanted the 
Government were willing to insert another clause providing exemption of Wakfs 
meant for religious and charitable purposes and whose income was spent on those 
objects alone. 

Mr. 0. P. N, SinhOf Leader of the Opposition, made a vigorous plea for exemp- 
tion of religious trusts from the operation of the measure uocoaditionaly. Biadu 
endowments were made purely for religions purposes and the incomes of such 
endowments would not be utilixed for personal expenditure. As the eudowments 
could not bo spent by the sucoessors nf those who endowed the property, there was ^ 
no need for putting any conditions. 

lltli. APRIL The proceedings took a new turn to-day when Moslem Opposition 
against taxation of charitable endowments reached a climax. Ultimately, however, it 
proved ineffective, and the amendment moved by a CongresB member for deletion of 
clause 3 of the Bill was passed after being pressed to a division. The clause wanted 
exempticn of Moslem wakfs from taxation. 

The Moslem members of the opposition in a joint statement unanimously declared 
their emphatic protest against taxation of charitable endowments, public or private, 
and held that since the Government had disregai-ded their sentiments which were 
based on religious grounds, they would oppose the Bill throughout clause by clause. 

Beferring to the telephonic conversation held between the Premier and Maulana 
Abol Kalam Azad, of the Congress Parliamentary ^ard, regarding taxation of 
Moslem charitable property after which the Premier had accepted the view that 
trusts of a pnblio nature abonld be exempted, Mr. C. P. Sinha, Leader of the 
Opposition said that he did not agree with the view ol the Oovernment and 
maintained that charitable endowments of all kinds ahoold be exempted from 
taxation. 

The Premier explained thal the State was the supreme body which held the 
xeeponsibility lor eal^ondiag rights and property. Certain economic adjust- 
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indiits bftd to bo nuido. Tho Qoverameat did not iQti3ad to woaud the religioas 
sttsoeptibilitios of tho Bloslenis.^ The latter should have ao hesitatioa in allowing 
endowinonto of a private kind being taxed. While the amdaiment under disoussion 
wanted deletion of the olanee providing exemption from taxation of charitable trusts, 
the position had now changed and a fresh amendment would be brought in embodying 
the proposal which he pat forward. 

The amendment was carried by 75 votes to 33. The uher amendments from the 
opposition members, one for altering the rate of taxation high income and another 
for redaoing all rates and exempting income below Rs. 10,000 from taxation, were 
lost when pressed to a division. The House then adjourned. 


Nahonal Milhia fob Bbhab 

12th. APRIL i-^The Assembly devoted almost the entire day to disoussion of 
an nnofficial resolution r^ommending to the Government to take necessary steps 
to organise a National Militia for Bihar on the linos of the Indian Territorial Forces 
and maintain a trained volunteer corps as reserve force ready for mobilisation 
in times of emergency, the Militia consisting of five hundred cadets from each district. 
The resolution suggested the training, uniform equipment and allowances shall be 
provided by the Provincial Government and a committee be appointed to frame erulea 
to work out details in this connection. 

The resolution, which received general support, was passed in a slightly am nded 
form, namely, deleting the later half of the resolution after the word emergenoy 
and adding that provision be made for military training in schools and college^ and 
the establishment of a separate military training sohool. During the discussion the 
British Government were severely criticised by various members '^for suppiauting the 
military spirit of Indians** which was recognised in anoient days all over tho world, 
and redncmg them to a state of dependence on foreign power for the defence of the 
country. The neoessity for reviving the martial spirit, inoulcating self-reliance through 
military training in order to defend the country in view of the war menace, was 
stressed by other members. 

EltPLOTMEgT OF BsHiRIS IN InDUBTRIXS 

14th. APRIL ‘*The next two years would witness an enormous industrial develop- 
ment in this province and mineral and other resources would be exploited for utilisa- 
tion on a scale never undertaken before. It was up to Biharis to show enterprise and 
make serious efforts to take full advant^e of the growth of industries and make up 
their inadequate representation of employment therein**, said Dr. Syed Mahmua^ 
Development Minister, replying to the debate raised by an nnoffioial resolntion bv a 
Congress member urging the Government to take steps to secure employment of at 
least eighty percent of Biharis in all classes of employment in industrial ooucerns 
aided by the Government. . , , l ^ 

Dr. Mahmud said while the Government sympathised whole-heartedly with the 
spirit of the resolntion, the Government could not compel by law the industries to 
increase employment of Biharis. Biharis themselves were greatly responsible if they 
were insufficiently represented in industries, ^ since they bad not been enterprising 
enough while capitalists from outside the province came forward to meet tho situation. 
Certain industries like ooal were mostly owned by foreign concerns in possession of 
long-term leases while others like sugar were protected industries and could not be 
compelled to increase the nnmber of Biharis employed by them. In a concern like 
the Tatas* some amount of presure could be applied so far as unskilled labour was 
concerned. But they complained that sufficient number of skilled workers were not 
available among Biharis. , , . 

A soheine was being prepared whereby training in civil engineering would be re- 
organised in order to tarn out larger number of engineers in techmcal subjects, for 
which a separate college would be opened. He assured that the Government would 
do everything possible to meet the demand of the members. 

, Tho resolution which was vigorously supported by the Congress members, was 
withdrawn after the Minister’s reply. 


FaBU Laboub in Bihab 

The next resolution, also moved by Congress members, recommended the appoint- 
oit of a committee of members of the House and other experts to investigate oondl- 


of a committee of members ( 
ifirionltural labour in the 
months. Disonssion had not oonolni 


Tovince and make recommendation within six 
when the House adjourned till the 9th April 
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Mr. MMuddin Ahm$d Mdd that h« wm dliippoioted at the tpirii iiiiderl|1ng tba 
reaolotioD. It laoM strength and deoisifaneis. The Oongrisa was not the only 
organisation whioh was opposed to the Esderalton. 

Aaoinittr or ftais 

The Frmitr next mored a resolntion nnring disoontinoanoe ^of the oonterment of 
titles alter which ^e Hoose adjonrnad till Maj 9. 

M. MAY :-*The House nsssed two ofliolal resolntiona to*day one rMarding the 
disoontinoanoe of the oonferment of titiea and the other for regnlating matters 
ennmerated in thp prorinoial legislatife list by an sot of the Federal L^islatnre, 
namely, statistios ox employment 

Bxsae Tmaiict AxniD. Bill 

loth. MAY Sri Kriihna Sinha moved to-dsy that the Bihar Tenanoy 

Amendment Bill be referred to a Seleot Gommittee. The Bill provided amongst other 
things for the repeal of sections of the Bihar Tenanoy Aot dealing- with the right 
of me landbrds to take oat oertifioatea for recovery of arrears of rent aboliSon of 
transfer fee and definition of rights of ryots in trees, pUntatione and ponds in their 
holdings. Dealing with the salient featpies of the Bill, the Premier said it songht to 
oonfer absolute reoognition by the landlord on any transfer. All that the tenant bad to 
do after transferring the land was to pay the registration fee of two mpees lo the 
landlord to make the necessary changes in the records and a distribntion fee at the 
rate of four per oent in order to get the landlord's reoognition and distribntion of 
rent oonseqnent on the transfer. The Collector had been empowered to order a fair 
disMbniion of rent and valnation of land as mentioned in the deed, in case the 
landlord objected. Inspite of any record of rights, the Bill oonferred absolnte rights 
on the tenants regarding trees, plantations and ponds in the holdings. Prooeeding, 
^e Premier said, it had now come to be recognised that the aotasl filler of the soil 
most be protected and safegnsided and he was sorry that nothing more oonld be 
done in me Bill for under-tenants than conferring odoupanoy right on them in ease 
of onitivation for twelve years. Referring to some other provisions in the Bill, he 
said last bnt not least, the Bill songht to abolish the grant of powers to abolish the 
oertifioate procedure. He added the Oovemment had dreaiy stopped the granting of 
oertifioates to landlords and merely legalised the Governmenra exeontive aofion. 

llie Bill was criticised both by Congress (Blisan) members and the Opposition. It 
was pointed out that the Bill had not provided suffioient faolities to tenants. Mr. 
d P. M Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, siud that Zamindars oonld state equally 
strongly that their privileges were oeing enoroaobed upon. The BUI only Implements 
the_nrovisions of the Congreae-Zamiadar agreement 

The iVemMr, meeting the objections raised against the BUI, stated that the 
Government did not intend to ssonfioe the interests of one oommnnity for anotber. 
The Bill eventnaliy was referred to a Beleot Committee and the flonse adjonmed 
tUl the 90 May. 

Tbb Paonnifimr Boi. (Oortd.) 



fikm 

The Premier, Mr. 8ri KtUfma Sinha next Introdnoed the Bihar Lsgialatnro 
(Members* Balaries and AlUowanoes) BUI 1938 providing a sala^ of Bs. 76 monthly 
to the members with a daUy aUowanoe of Rs. 8-8 donng- the session and one ana 
half intermediate railway tee as travelling aUowanoa. The Preaaior said the 
priiioiple of giving emolnmenta to a legialator was seeogniaed in other oountries of the 
world. Ibis MU nad b^ hronght fonroid wifii a view to relieving the 
flnanoial worriee in order that they might perform their dntiea whole-r 
Premier added that the Government wonld not gain mooh by the nmasi^. 

The BW, after further disonsslon, was referred to a Beleot Cosimlttoe. 
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flMo mS s!om ander Mnsifaa Law both had a deflaite reliffiocfa oharao- 

lot a«d «iwl not be taxed. Dieonasion had not ooooladed when the House adjourned. 

Iki PhoHiBmov Bill (Conto.) 

28ili> APML .—The Assembly to-day passed the Bihar Prohibitiou Bill, modelled 
M tiM oomafoiiding legislation enacted by the Madras Legislature giving Oovernmeot 
tbs anthority to introduoe Prohibition in selected areas in respect of one or more 
eaoiBaMe arcctsti with Mwer to extend it to other areas all over the Province and 
providjiig 4>eetaiA exempuona for the use of intoxicants for speoifio purposes. 

0sase oftar oiaose was passed in rapid suooessioii^, a few mmor amendments 
beliM rejeolsd. An amendment was moved by a Ohota I'vagpur member representing 
the aborlgiaei^ seeUag provision for the brewing of paohwari (local indigenous drink) 
bv the backward tribes, Ohota Nagpur being exempted from all the provisions of 
tfia Act. He was strongly supports by a few other members from Ohota- Nagpur 
who pointed out that the use of indigenous intoxicants was intimately associated with 

religious observances of the backward tribes. If the Government did not exempt 
the use of paohwari by the backward tribes^ the latter would take the law into their 
own hands, resultiog in an increase of crime. The use of intoxicants by backward 
tribes was no luxury but a necessity. 

The smendmeat was passed to a division and was lost by 88 to 9 votes. 

The hon. Mr. Jaglal Ohoudhury^ Minister of Excise, then moved the third reading 
of the Bill which was finally passed without any opposition. The entire Bill went 
through the legislative anvil in less than three hours. The House then adjourned. 


% 


Tbi Mohitlinobbs* Bill (Conto.) 

28lh. APRIL :^The Assembly continued consideration of the 
. several more clauses of which were passed to-day, 
Iburned till the 29th. April. 


Bihar Moneylenders' 
after which the House 


ELioxBiannr in Bihab (Gbio Sohbxb) 

29th. APRIL :-rrhe Government’s intention in launching a scheme for the 
etoo^Qoation of the rural areas through the grid system was to raise the economic 
level of the country, which could be achieved by improving agriculture by better 
IrriaatioB”, said Mr. Jimui Bahan Sen^ Parliamentary Secretary, during the dis- 
cussion of Uie out motion moved by Sir Ganesh Dutta Singh on a snpplementary 
budget demand for a grant of Rs. 4,200 to defray the charges in respect of oivil warks 
moved by the Premier, Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha in the Assembly to diy. Mr. Ji nut 
Bahan 6an stated that the demand was made for the employment of necessary staff 
to carry on preliminary investigation. ^ 

The fysmicr explained the obieots of the scheme, and said that North and Sonth 
Bihar presented different Irrigational problems. South Bihar rivers dried up after tho 
raiiiB a^ if tnbe wells oonld be sunk in river beds, it was considered possible to keep 
up a good supply of water for irrigation purposes. Power would be obtain^ by 
eleotrCiiy generated from ooal, of which South Bihar hi^ good deposit. It vu 
believed the cost wonld be cheap. The same power oonld be utilised for industrial 
porpose. 

Dieba Dun Oollbob 

The foamier moved the next demand for Bs. 10,424 under the head Forest. Be 
snnonnoed that in view of the demand for nationalisation of services, it had been 
decided to diaoontmne raomitment to Imperial Forest Service and to have only a 
FroTinoU fontt Snviot. 55ie Odtege for imMurUng trwniM mforwtry would 
n-MttUiriud at Itahn Don following the deUbention. at the Forest Oonferenoe at 
MU Mmattme MSt and oandidafo. would bo wroited from tho provinoefc 
at OanMk Oitte Staka moreda oat to dnoan tto qualiBoatiow of the 
and their spp ofo *" if"* while Ohota Nsgpnr members represented the olsim of 
that area forfarilinsB in training in Forestry. ... 

The BramioTa roDbiura said that the olsims of Ohota Nagpur would not be ignored. 
Itt' maldng to tho servioes effioioooy should not be saonfic^^d. Alt eft* i> 

thm wm iSe^iinfflaroaB ir*«*"»* of a forge number of castes and communiries. As 
te as the people outsido thn provinoe were oonoerned, no dietinccion woui i be ma le 
hsCweeii Buisin and others if the latter adopted Bihar as thsir home permanently. The 
out WM withdrawn and tbs dsBumd passed. 
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IHE BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Iki MoRiTLiNDiBg* Bill (Oontd.) 

The House then took op disonssioa of the Bihar MoneyleJiders’ Bill olaost b? 
oliQse antill the entire Bill was passed. The House then adjourned till the 2nd. Maf 

Aguoultubal Inoomi-Tax Bill (OohsduI 

2b4. may The Assembly to-day resnmed oonsideration of the Bibar Agrionl* 
torsi Income-tax Bill, which had been postponed for the past few days doe to 
Moslem opposition to Moslem charitable trusts of a private nature, known as Wakf 
Alalaulad, being included within the purview of the All. MamUma AM Kalam AMad 
specially came to Patna in order to effect a compromise between the OoTomment and 
the Moslem lekislatora. 

A compromise was brought shoot after two days’ disoossions between Maolaoa 
AM Kalam Aaad and Moslem legislators, which laid down that beneficiaries of 
Wakf Alalaulad would not be exempted from taxation under the Bill and the tax 
would be realised from trustees of such Wakfs. 

Contrary to expectation, prolonged discussion again ensued on the subject when Mr. 
Jagat Narain Lal^ on behidf of the Oopernment, mofed an amendment making 
the neoessai^ alterations in the clause oonoerned, in view of the compromise. Mr. 
Yumu, Leader of the Moslem Independent Party, objected to a portion of Mr. Jagat 
Narain’s amendment, stating that it was contrary to the spirit of the compromise. 
Prof. Abdul Bari (Congress), Deputy Speaker, arxned that the Moslems were adopt- 
ing an antiquated attitude towards the matter. Other Islamio oountriea had allowM 
taxation of Wakfs. Mr. Funns moved an amendment to Mr. Jagat Narain’s amend- 
ment, which the latter withdrew, substituting a fresh one. 

Mr. Baldev Sahay^ Advocate-General, on behalf of the Oovernment, again ex- 

f lained the Government view-point on the principle of taxation of ‘ Moslem trusts. 

[e said the Government could not concede to Moslems more than they had already 
done. The Oovernment had power to levy taxes of any kind of property, religious 
or otherwise. Quoting Muhammadan law books, be said Wakfs were taxable. The 
Qovemment’s attitude was based on reason and oonaoienoe. He referred to the 
Karachi resolution on Fundamental Rights and said that it (mntained uo guarantee 
that everything passing under the name of law as enunciated in early Islamio history 
should be left untouched. 

Mr. Fimiw objected to the Advocate-General’s argumenta saying that they were 
deoidedly contrary to the compromise dfeoted by Maulana Abul Kalam Axad, ia 
which toe principle of taxation of Wakfs had been settled. The Advocate-Genesairs 
arguments were based on Anglo-Islamio laws and not Islamio laws. 

Finally the following amendment, moved by Mr. Yunus, was passed : ^All asroul- 
6nral income of Moslem trusts referred in Section 8 of the Mussaiman Wakfs 
Validating Act of 1913 created before the oommenoement of this Act. ahafl be 
s^ud^ from the operation of the Act, provided the share of a beneficiary under the 
aforesaid Act, commonly known as Wakf Alalaulad, shall not be exempted and tax 
may be realised from MotaValli (trustee) and the basis of taxation shall be the 
share of each beneficiary, beneficiary meaning family, bhildren and descendants 
of sMer.” 

The clause was passed. The House then adjourned. 


SfA MAY The Opposition gained strength hj reason of the Muslims not 
agreeing to the taxation of Muslim charitable trusts of a private nature^ which though 
not ineuided in the Bill originally was added snbseguently to the provisions and was 
the subject of heated disouasion for about ten days, the clause being passed 
only yesterday. 

Xo*day the most oontentioos danse was oontained in the sohedule of taxation of 
Inoome. The sehedule as returned by the Beleot Oommitiee provided taxation of 
imricultnral inoome exceeding five thousand rupees at nine pies per rupeA propor- 
Snately inoreasing it to four annas in the ropee on incomes of fifteen lakhs sad 
npwards. Gonsidmtion of this danse was postponed for the last few days, the 
(ipPl^tion members representing that the Zamindari mterestn were opposed to the rates. 

FinaUj an amendment snbstitoting another schedule was brought forward to-dsy 
bf the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. C. F. M. Sinha providing rates of taxation on 
A j ... pj^ ijj rupee, inoreasing the rate to s 


__ I exceeding five thousand at six ,, — — — — ..w-, „ . 

[imnm of thirty pies on inoomes above fifteen lakhs. The sohedule was aoeepted 

by the Oovernment and the dauae and the entire Bill were 
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Nott'OrnouL Bow LnaoDiratD 

4lfc. MAY ®* * 4 ? empbuiied by Beracal spadtn 

whm a- Bon-oOioiM Bill, to endioate the practice, was lacrad to>daT. 

fear non-offloial miwarn ware ictrodaced— the Bihar Hindu Relieiona Eodew- 
neot IfflL Sinha, the Bihar Stamp (Amendment) Bill 

the Bihar Dewry Beatraint Bill, aponacr^ 
Hb. Bihar Tenancy (Amendmen t) Bill, brought by 

Tfa6 BoligiouB Eodowineiit Bit) aimed at eosaring the better managemeiit of Hiadci 
religious eodowmeats while the Sump Ameodmeot Bill, (which, perhaps, is the 
shortest Bill totrodaoed la the House and whioh was ^ itssed ia a few miuutesX sought 
to eiempt from the mo^isioos of the iadiau Stamp Lci the iustrumeut of divorce 
whereby a Moslem effects the dissolutioa of his marriage oo the grouad that it oou* 
flioted with the persooal laws of the liohammedaos. The Bihar Teoanoy (Amend* 
meot) Bill intended to give relief to tenants and to pat a stop to illegal customs, usages 
and rights of landlords and to give to cultivators all last, nstioual and humanita&n 
benefits and advn'itages which can be derived from the land. 

A prolonged dieoasaion ensaed on the Bihar Dowry Restraint Bill when it was 
taken up for ooneiderstion. Mr. Prabhunatk 8inha (CoagresB), moved that the Bill 
be oironlated for eQoiting pnblio opinion. Mr. C. P. AT. Btnka, leader of the Opposition 
said that this would amount to dilatory tsotios. 

The House eTentnaily agreed to the oiroulation of the Bill for pubiio opinioo. 

FaoiBAHOir Opfobid 

6lk. MAY :-*The Assembly to-day passed, without a dissentient voice, a reaolution 
oppoaing the present federal scheme for India couched in terms of similar resolntiona 
piiii^ in other Congress Provinces. 

Moving the resolntion the Premier, Mr. BrikrUhna ffiitka. said that the aohemo 
hid not Doen aocepted by any political party in India. The Dominiona had much 
greater powers than had been accorded nnder the proposed Federation. Parliament 
oonld not legislate on matters relating to any Dominion without the consent of the 
Dominion ooncerned, but in India the Federal Legislatnre wonid not have powers 
even to amend the oonstitation or frame laws on matters vitslly sffeoting the 
neonle. The supreme authority was still vested in Parliament while the Governor* 
OenOTsl had been given nnheard of powers of interference with the decisions of the 
nrovinoisl Governments. Ho had ezeoutive powers to prevent disorimination 
mnat Britain. The Federal Legislature would not be able to affect the existing 
TOliov regarding the army, oarrency and trade relation with foreign countries. The 
O^WB Paot showed that Indian interests oould be ignored where imperial 
interests were ooooerned. 

It was absolutely essential that the Federal Legielature should be oompoeed 
of members returaed by direct election. Under the scheme it wonid be impossible 
to have a stable Government since the majority party would have to depend npon 
the Governor-General for wpport in every a^on. 

The introduotion of Federation in India would differ in oironmstanoee from 
snob ohangee brought abont in other oonntries. Indian policy was being developed 
on feodatory lines. Both antooratio and demooratic units were being sooght to be 
bronght together under the scheme. While the ^ autocratic unite had been given a 
oarwn amonat of option in joining the Federation the so* called demooratio nnite 
namely* British India provinoes. were being compelled to do so, the ides behind 
this wu that the autooratic nnite would ezeroise influenoe over the othexi and 
i^ve an obsteole to the advancement of India on national lines. 

After a CkingresB member had spoken in rapport of the reaolution, Mr. Mohammad 
ShaH sought to clarify certain smbignities In the text of the w«o|^ton. He s^d 
tills'^ the resolution stated that naUonsl leaders ^onld be oonaulted before the 
constitution of any form of federal Government The tern natioiml leaders oonld 
be vSouBly interpreted. He suggested that represratstiveB of the different 
rammunitiee^and interests should bo consulted on the matter. 

Ur c p N Leader ol the OppoeitioD, pointed out that thie fedorol 

•ehSSi^nriM«r«1«npt to brin; idxmt umty ond a aalM UtdlA Ho, 
Simwr lumd that the aoheato wu inoapaUa of moating tho ambition of lodiaos, 
who thotUd nnite in oppoaing it 


216 THE BBHAR LEGIHULTIVE ASBBlfBLT I rim- 

Hr. MMmUin Ahm$d nid thftt ha waa dlaappointad at tha apirit nndarlilDg tba 
raaolatioD. It laokad atrangth and daoiaifanaaa. Tha Oongriaa waa not tha only 
orgaaiaation which waa appoaad to tha Eadaralton. 

AMKOtm or Twiia 

Tba Prmi^r nazt morad a raaolntlon n^ng diaoootinoanoa ^of tha oontemant of 
thlaa altar which tha Honaa adjonrnad till my 2. 

M. MAY The Honaa naaaad two offiolal raaolntiona to-day one XMarding tha 
dlaooatinaanoa of tha oonlarment of tiUea and the other for regnlat&g mattara 
annmarated in thp prorinoial legialatifa list by an aot of the Tadaral L^ialatnra, 
namely, atatlatioa ox amploymant 

BiEAn TanAsrar Ajodid. Bill 

lOlh. MAY Mn Sri KrUhna Sinha moved to-day that the Bihar Tenancy 
Amendment Bill be referred to a Seleot Gommittee. The Bill provided amongat other 
things for the repeal of aeotions of tha Bihar Tenancy Act dealing- with the right 
of me landlords to take ont oertifioates for recovery of arrears of rent, abolidon of 
transfer fee and definition of rights of ryots in trees, pUntationa and ponds in their 
holdings. Dealing with tha salient faatpxm of tha Bill, the Premier said it Bought to 
confer abaolnte recognition by the landlord on any transfer. All that the tanmit bad to 
do after transferring the lana was to pay tha registration fee of two mpeaa lo the 
landknrd to make the necessary ohangas in the records and a distribution fee at tha 
rata of four .per cent in order to get tha landlord's recognition and distribution of 
rant oonaequant on tha transfer. The Oolleotor had been empowered to order a fair 
dlatiibation of rant and valuation of land as mentioned in tha dead, in oaaa tha 
landlocd objeoted. Inspita of any xaoord of rights, the Bill conferred absolute rights 
on the tenants regcrdiog trees, plantations and ponds in the holdings. Prooaading, 
tha Premier said, it had now oome to be reoogniaed that the actual filler of the sou 
must be proteoted and safeguarded and ha was sorry that nothing more ooidd be 
dona in ua Bill for under-tenants than conferring odoupanoy right on them in oaaa 
of oultivation for twelve years. Baferring to soma other provisions in the Bill, ha 
said last but not least, the Bill sought to abolish the grant of powers to abolish the 
oertifioate procedure. Ha added the Government had vrealy stopped the granting of 
oertifioates to landlords and merely lagaluad the Governmanra azaoutive aofion. 

llie Bill was oritioiaad both by Oongreas (Kisan) members and tha Opposition. It 
waa pointed ont that the Bill had not provided snflioient faolities to tenants. Mr. 
0. F. M Banka, Leader of the Opposition, said that Zamindars could state equally 
strongly that their privileges were Doing enoroaobad upon. The Bill only implemented 
the_provisions of the Ckmgreas-Zamindar agreement 

The Prmnier, meeting the objeotionB raiaed against the Bill, stated that tha 
Government did not intend to saonfioa the interests of one oommunlty for another. 
The Bill eventually was referred to a Baleot Oommittea and tha flonsa adjourned 
till tha 30 May. 

Tbb Paonniiioir Boa (Oortd.) 

SOIk. MAY The visitors’ gallerias ware crowded to-day with Anglo-Indians and 
Indians Ghristians, inolnding a large number of ladies* whan tba Prohibition Bill was 
taken up to-day. it may be raoauM fiiat tha Obristiau oommunl^ had been agitating 
ibr statutory eiamptlon from tha operation of the provisions of tha Bill the use cl 
saoramentnl wine in^the Church. The Bill originally provided for tha azempthm of use 
(rf wine for iraligionB purpaeas by a notifioatlon, while by an amendment in the Upper 
Honae, in whidh the Government suffered a4defeat, ezamption waa provided for brewing 
and Btobking wine used for Mass and Holy Communion in Christian Ohnrobea. 


^ Mmanm' BMOLum i t T &ia 

Tha Premier, Mr. Sri Kriglma Sinha nezt Introduoad tha Bihar Lqgislatnra 
(Members* Balarias and Alllowanoes) Bill 1938 providing a salary of Bs. 75 monthly 
to the members with a daily allowanoe of Bs. 2-8 dnnng- tha seasion and ana asS 
half intermediate railway tea as travelling allowanda. The Freasier said tha 
priiioiple of giving emolnmanta to a lagialator waa raeognisad In other oountrias of the 
world. This Mil had haan brought fonrard wifii a view to relieving the maasbacs of 


world. This Bill had bean brought forward with a view to raHaving tha mambara of 
Ananoial worries in order that they might perform their dntias whola-haortad^* The 
Premier added that the Government would not gain mooh by the maasnia finaMSfiy* 
Tha BU, after further disoussion, was rafarrad to a Balaot Oommittea. 
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EaoiM Ckss Aibud. Biu 

The Premier pnt introdaead the Behar Cese Amendnest Bill dmiosirt (he 
rdduction of rate of interest on arrears of .oess payable direct to the Goyemnient 'hgr 
proprietors or be tenure-holders to proprietors in view of the redaotion effected in 
the interest payable by tenants to landlords in aooordanne with the recent 
Tenancy Act. 

Twt FncfiiBiTioN Bill (Cqnto.) 

Amendments made by the Upper Honse to the Bill were next taken up for ooaflS« 
deration and several of them were passed. 

Prolonged diecassioa ensued on an amendment to tbt: clause relaitifig to oyAw^jiMi 
of liquor required for religious purposes. The ameadraent provided exemption to 
Christian churches from the provisions of the Act regarding the use of wine for 
Mass and Holy Communion. Members representing the Indian Christians made a 
vigorous plea for the acceptance of the ameodment by the House, asserting that the 
Christian community resented strongly any interferenoe with religious rights and 
privileges in regard to the use of wine in the church. 

Three Muslim members supported the amendment urging the Government to 
show toieranoe to the religious susceptibinties of other oommanitiee. Oongreea 
members opposed the amendment saying that the Bill already provided exemption 
to use of liquor for religious purposes by a notidcatiou in specific cases and the 
Government reserved to itself the right to enquire whether intoxicants were actually 
required for religious purposes or not Discussion had not conotnded when the Honse 
adjourned. 

31st. MAY An amendment to the danse on the Bill relating to exemption 
from the operation of the Act of churches In regard to the use of wine for reli- 
gious purposes was discussed and passed in a slightly altered form to-day. The Primm 
replying to the debate, said the Government conceded the wishes of 
Christians since the Congress was pledged to tolerance and non-interferenoe in 
religious rights of the different communities and so the charge might not be 
levelled against the Government that they neglected the minority interests in any 
way. The House then adjourned. 

The Moxetlbxosbs* Bill (Coxtd.) 

lot JUNE The Assembly to-day considered amendments to the varioos clauses in 
the Bihar Moneylenders’ Bill made by the Upper House, all of which were accepted. 

Members* EMOLTTMmm Bill (Goetd.) 

The Assembly next considered and passed the Bihar Legislature MemheTs’ Salariea 
and Allowances Bill as returned by the Select Oommittee. The Committee made 
certain changes in the Bill the chief of which was the addition of a proviso on the 
lines made in the U. P. Legislature to prevent the continued absence of memben 
from the session. The rate of oaiJj allowances has also been raised from Bs. 2 and 
hall to 3 while a travelling allowaiice^of four third class railway tores has been 
provided instead of the one and a half intermidiate tores, oriinoally provided. 
The Oommittee also made it clear that the Deputy Speaker and the Deputy President 
would be entitled to a daily allowance, but not the Speaker and the Preaideat 

Replying to an Opposition member why four third class fares bad been allowed, 
the Prime Minister, the Hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha stated the idea was that those 
whe choose to travel in third class could carry two servants with them while one 
tore could meet their coolie and other charges. Four third class fares amounted to a 
little more than one second class fare. Hence those who were aoenstomed to travel 
in second class oonid also do so. The Bill was passed and the Assembly adjourned. 

Elbctrxo Grid BoHEin 

2ad JUNE The Assembly to-day passed the official resolution recommending to 
the Oovernment to appoint a Standing Committee of both Houses of the Legislature, 
in the proportion of eight and four members of the Assembly and the Oonnoil rea- 
peotiveW. m order to advise the Govemment from time to time on matters oonneotod 
with the electric grid scheme and further to appoint auoh members of the Govern- 
ment aa may be necessary to be ex-ofl8oio members of the Committee. 

MoTing tlie wwlution, the OoTernmmt epokMman mwM oot that 
was oonneotod with varioas probtona on whioh tha Goranuaant 
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RocMsarj to be glided by pablio opinion through the representatives in the 
Legislature. The House then aojoumed till the 24th. Juno. 

Bsrar Tenants* Relief Bill 

24tk. JUNE The Prime Minister, the hon Mr. Sri Krishna Finha^ thereafter 
moved for consideration of the Bihar Restoration of Bakasht Lands Bill, as reported 
by the Select Committee. The Bill aimed at the restoration to tenants- of the lands 
sold in execntion of decrees for arrears of rent and provided that the existing arrears 
of rent shonid be partially liquidated and arrangements made for the easy realisation 
of reduced arrears. 

Mr. C, P, N,^Sinha^ Loader of tho Opposition, criticising the Bill, said that 
zamindars had made considerable sacrifices in order to assist tbo Ministry in enacting 
measures designed to affosd relief to tenants. But zamindars’ interests had been neg- 
lected altogether, and the zamindars had found it increasingly dilYicult to realise rent. 
The assurance held ont to zamindars for the speedy realisation of rent and the provi- 
sions of tho Congivss-zamiuditr agreement in this connection bad not been imple- 
mented since the provision in the Bill fur the speedy realisation of rent was wholly 
inadequate. If the Government would not adopt measures for the speedy realisation of 
rent, members representing zumindari interests would not participate in the progress 
of the Bill. 

After some more Opposition members had criticised the Bill as ignoring the interest 
of zamindars, a Congress member pointed ont that the Bill was not in violation of 
the CODgress-zamindar agreement, but rather an outcome of it, and there should not, 
therefore, be any objection to it on principle. 

25tk. JUNE The kisan spokesman refuted to- day the opposition criticism made 
yesterday that the Bill ignored the zamindars’ interest. On the other hand, they said, 
kisans had gained little by the measure. Mr. Baldeva S«/iey.*A(lvoca»e-Generar, said that 
the proposals made by the znmindari representatives to Congress regarding the simpli- 
fication of rules relating to the conduct by rent suits and speedy leaiisation of rents 
bad been carefully examined by the Government and such of them as could be accep- 
ted with equity and justice both to zamindars and kisans had been embodied in the 
Bill. The Prime Minister, the hon Mr. Sri Krishna SinKa^ said that it was not the 
policy of the Government to cause the least harm to zamindars who played an impor- 
tant role in the economic system of the country. The Government, therefore, needed 
their oo-operation as much as that of kisans. Tho Government had adopted measures 
in accordance with the Gongress-zamindar agreement to ensure speedy realisation of 
rents. The discussion had not concluded when the House adjourn^. 

27di. JUNE :-~Farther consideration of the Bihar Bakashat Lands Restoration and 
Redaction of Arrears' of Rent Bill, was postponed till June 29 owing, it was understood, 
to differences of opinion among members of the Congress Party in the Assembly over 
some of its clauses. 

Aqriculiural Income Tax Bill 

Thereafter, consideration of the Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Bill, as returned by 
the Upper Chamber, was proceeded with, 

29th. JUNE':— Owing to an etirely unexpected development, the Assembly 
adjourned sine die soon after meeting this morning. 

After question-time, the Leader of the Opposition made a submission that he had 
received a telegram from Maulana Abnl Kalam Azad seeking information regarding 
the reported breakdown of the Congress-Zemindar agreement in Bihar. 

Mr. C. P. N. Sinha said that in view of the development he would request the 
Leader of the House to consider whether they should proceed with the Bills at prosent 
before the House Or place the matter before Maulana Azad and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
at whose instance the Congress-Zemindar agreement was evolved. 

The Prime Minister, agreeing, requested the Speaker to adjourn the House sine 
die. Accordingly, the discussion of tho Bihar Tenancy and the Bakhast lands and 
Bedootion of arrears of rent Bill was adjourned. 



Proceedings of the Behar G>uncii 

Badsret Senion— PatiM— 21«t. March to 2nd. Jane 1938 

The Budget for 19^%. was |»esented in the Bihar Legislative Conneil, which oom- 
menced its sessioo at Patna on the 21st. March *938. A reference was made by the 
President to the recent Constitutional crisis. The ’hair espressed gratification at its 
happy termination. ° 

Obnbral Discttsszon of* Budget 

25Ui. MARCH. r—Tha Oeneral discassion of budget commenced to-day. Mr. 
BanMlal initiating the -debate thanked the Finance Minister for presenting a 
well-balanced budget He felt pleasure to see that provisions for various reliefs 
were made m the buiget He appealed to the Goverumoat to make arraugeroeuts 
for educating Furdanashiu ladies. Coucluding. he suggested the ministry to do more 
for development of industries. 

Rai Bahadur Satiah Chandra Sinha critioised the Government for showing 
inxlifference to: Bengali interests and said that the step- motherly treatment towards 
the Bengalis dHd not behove the Congress Ministry. He highly condemned 
tlm Government for their behaviour in injuring the interests of Bengal in 
Brhar. Turning to the budget he said, there was uo prorision tu it for granting 
relief to the people of Manbhum IMstriot He pleaded for more money for 

improving sanitary ooudition of rural areas. 

Mr. Naqui Imam found the budget speech of the Finance Minister quite 
different from that of the past Government. This departure from the old 

practice was good and interesting The Finance Minister had do.ie well to 
relate in his speech what steps He was going to take for the amelioration of 
the conditions of the masses. He thanked the Minister for this. He suggested 
the Oovernmeut to find out ways and means to «^jrplott the mineral resources 
of Cbhotanagpur. He urged the Governoaent to bear in mind the importance 
of Chtiotanagpur so far as this, questiou was concernel. H i further suggested 

that Chhoianagpur was badly in need of irrigation, fie admitted that 
provision of irrigation facilities would cost much to the Government and they 

could not meet expenses at present but at the same time he suggested the 
ministry to make a beginning in the matter. He next pleaded for taking 
measures for pieventiou oi 11 wd which caused much havoc to life and property. 

28tli. MARCH Mr. Mobarak AH wanted permission of the House to-day to 
move an adjournment motion to discuss the situation arising out of the brutal 
murder of a Zemindar in Gaya District. The Pritne Minister objecting said 

that the matter was net of public importance and it was not desirable that 
oases of murder shoal'd be discussed in the House. Mr. Baldev Sahayt, 
Advocate-General pointed out that the matter was 'snb judice' and should not 
be discussed in the interest of persons concerned in the case. Khan 

Bahadur 8, M. lamtal said that the matter was of urgent public importance. 
Series of crimes were being perpetrated in which Zemindars were; the 

worst sufferers. Government ought to take steps so that such occurrences 
might not take place in future. The objections raised on behalf of the 
Government were not maintainable. Mr. Ouraahai Lai said that it was not 
mentioned in the notice of the motion of adjournment that murder took 

place out of agrarian riot. He supported the * objections raised by Government 
and said that it was not at all an important issue. The President held that 
the matter was ^sub jndioe* and disallowed permission to move adjournment motion. 

29th. MARCH Resuscitation of the village pnnehayat system with a view 
to making the villi^e autonomous and homog- 'neons units, able to manage 
their own affairs and promote the welfare of the people in every sphere of 
life, was the ideal which the Government was striving to achieve, said Mr. 
SHkriahna Sinha (the Premier), replying to the general discussion of Iho Budget 
to-day. The Government, he said, was severely crit;ci.sed foa being unable to do 
anmerona ihiogs, from primary education to changing the course of rivers. Ail 



m in asBAB legislahvb oouhcil 

Blit ootid Bot bo MoompfitliAd hw t mtgio Wiind. The? ooeiled Biiifi, tebonr tad 
«B ODoatoiis amoant of moaej. Tba Oovammeut tr.i8, howefer, not dittotraged 
hf tho magnitade of the proftosals. They wero «raMier eatMRmi^y anxious lo 
OKOoute .them throagh ▼arioot sdiames, Jarga and amall, already amdartidEen or 
iiador oooStderation. As far as was bamanly po«iiiO|o, all would ibo dotM^ and 
whoro fands were required they would be rained. Any measure they took 
up was tnaed on the policy el according the miximum benefit io the 
lar^st Bomber of people. 

IChea Bahadur 8. if. Ismail^ leader ol the Opposition., referring to the tenaacy 
l^slatlaa, erjiicized the Ooreroineat for taking away wluit he termed the te^tim^ 
rights of Ibe zemiqdar. fle said that the agreemeut for the apeedy rauizatiet 
of rents had -not been implemented, and strained i^ehitions exisw between 
zemindars and tenants. The Giveroment, he added, l^^posed further ip tax 
zemindars without takin; measarey ftr iuorcasing their income. He criticised 
the public speeches delivered by provincial Coiigr»>s<i ieudars which, he said, 
had aggravated dhe relations between zemindars a.id a^iicultari.sls. He stressed 
the neM for reducing expenditure by retreuchment and o'her means. 

SOtb. MARCH : — ^When important constitutional issues were being discussed, un- 
avoidable refereuoes to the Viceroy or th') O iveruox* could n>t he considered to be 
out of order ; at die same time personal r«>ferericRs ag iinst either were to bo depre- 
ciated because of ^le convention that pcrsoos. who «voie inirepiestHited in the Houae 
and therefore not in a position to defend themscdves, -sb >uld not b-« criticized. 

This ruling was given hy the Prosi dent on a point <rif order raised by the Ijoader 
of tho Opposition during the general discussion of the hii iget to>day when certain 
references were made to the Viceroy by Mr. Naqtti /’mam, speaking on the recent 
constitutional crisis. 

Another ruling given by the President was on a point raised previonsly, namely, 
whether the mover of a resohition could vote against his own motion. The Presideot 
said that it was laid down In May's ^^Parliamentary Practice^' that a mover could 
only withdraw his motion by leave of the House without any negative vote. By 
tradition a member was at liberty to change his opinion ttptn a question. A member 
who had made a motion was afterwards eutirlei to vote against it provided he bad 
givw h*.B voice with the "Noes" when the question was put from the Chair. Oiting 
an instance from the Central Ass^My, he gave his ruling that there was no objeo- 
tion to a member who had moved a motion voting against his motion if he declared 
and shouted with the "Noes.'’ 

31ft. MARCH The Hon'ble Mr. Sri Krishna SinKa, at the conclusion of the 
nner^ discussion of the Budg'*t to-day, made a long and important speech in which 
he reiterated once again the policy of the Government on the Bengali- Bihari question 
on the agrarian problom and other important matters engaging public attention at the 
present moment He very much regretted that the Governmont was being misre- 
presented by a vfTy enlightened community inhabiting this province from whom he 
expected every co-6poration and help. He straightway declared that he made no dis- 
tinction betwoon a Bihari and a B^fugali who had adopted Behar as his home. Those 
who were born in this province and those who were domiciled in this province were 
Biharis in the actual sense of the term jmd in the matter of appointment no 
distinction was to be made between B^diaris and such Bengalis, bat they were greatly 
mistakes if they thought that in ev>Ty province of India any people from any province 
oould rush in at any moment and could havo any post under the Government of 
that province. In every province provincial services were manned by men of that province. 
But sometimes attempts were made here to prevent those who were really the men 
of the province from getting into the services. Therefore something had to be done, 
some test had to be laid down in order to know whether the man seeking service was 
really the man of this province. It was with that end in view that the domicile 
rules were framed. He would do away with the rule of domicile if by so doing they 
oould prevent the outsiders coming into this provinoe. 

Triybllbs* Tbisspobt BEOULinos Bill 

1st APBIL The Connell to-day passed the Troops. Transport and Travellers 
Assistance Eugolation (Amendment) Bill as passed by the Assembly. The Bill 
provided fqr doing away with Impressment of transr)ort for private persons and civil 
officers when |oumoying m the xnoifassUi is containea ia the Uegulation* 
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fHE PBOHIBmON BILL 


Nov-wnoiu' Bou iKnoBncxD 

— »£55hir’?irii Bai* were intmdueed to-4ey: The 

ItesDw An^ me^ Bill ; tte Lnd Bemine Seles ImendffleDt Bill; theOeMdin^* 

Amendmeet Bill ’ 

Ihe Ctots jjamr Xenore Heldenf Bent Account Amendment Bill wee retemd 
to A 86i60t oomniittoo. 

Jt was dsoldsd to oiroolats the Hindu Religimr, Endowment BUI to elioit pnbtto 
opimon* 

ScrppuufSMiiRT Bitdgxt Discussed 

nv ponnoil met this morning for half an hour and adjourned till 

the 30ib. after the Premier had presented the sapplementary budget for 19^-39i 


30th. APRIL :-^The Council to-day held a brief sitting when supplementary budget 
deBMinds for grants under heads “civil works*' and “forests”, which were passed' by 
the Assembly yesterday, were discussed. 

The Premier, Mr. Srikriahna Sinha, explained the objects of the demands, which 
raolnded the appointment of the necessaiy staff to carry on preliminary investigat/ton 
in connexion with the proposed grid electrification scheme and the recruitment of 
candidates for the Forest SerTice. 


2Hd. MAY The Council held a brief sitting to-dav, and after interpellationa 
adjourned till the 4tb. May. 

The only business on the agenda was an official resolution stating that offences 
aguDst and jurisdiction and powers of courts in respect of an Act of the Federal 
Legislature should be regelated in this province by an Act of the Federal Legislature, 
being a matter enumerated in the Provincial Legislature list. The resolution was 
postponed. 

Statistics of Eiiplotment 

4th. MAY The Councilf passed an official resolution to-day stating that the (question 
of collection of statisti(3s of empfeyment should be governed by a'^Federal Act Opposition 
members raised an obj< 3 ction to the resolution as not being consistent with the C>on- 
gress ioppositioR to the Federation and that in the ai»seoce of a Federal’ Legislatiird 
the Central Legislature could not undertake such a measure. The Advocate Oeneral 
replied that a transitory provision had empowered the Central Legislature to act like 
a Federal Legislature during the transition. Agencies like the fiailways: could not be 
compelled by provincial governments to furnish information and therefore it was pre- 
ferable to have a central legislation on the matter. 


The Prohibition Bill 

5th. MAY The Prohibition Bill as passed by the Lower House was taken up for 
consideration clause by clause to-day. 

During the general discussion Khan Bahadur S. M, Tsmnil, Leader' of the Opposi- 
tion, said that the entire credit for bringing forward the much needed messures of 
reform could not go to the Congress government. Attempts had b^en. made in the past 
to stamp out the evil of drink, though unsuccessfully. Legislative measures too had 
been discussed both in the Provincial and Central L^-gislatures. Ho however welcomed 
the measure not on religious or communal grounds but in the interests of “morality.** 

Mr. Afobarak AH characterized the measure as half-hearted. It contained no pro- 
vision for thousands of pasts (toudy tappers) who were being thrown out of employ- 
ment. 

During detailed discussion, Mr, Gursahay Lai moved an amendment to clarify 
the definition of the term export (of exeisaMe articles). It was lost. Mr. Afaheahwar 
Frasad Narain Singh moved an amendment for the exclusion of toddy from the 
Operation of the act. H« said that toddy was more a food than an intoxicant. The 
amendment was withdrawn after the Advocate- General had pointed out that the 
present one was not the proper stage to move such an amendment, , 

Mr Gursahay Lnl moved an amendment for omission of the definition of toddy 
as fermented and unfeimented as he believed it was snpeifluous. This view was 


mtmber of clauses had been passed, Mr. 3iake$kuar Prasad Karain Singh 
moved ui ameadmeot to the clause relating to ponishmeat. which he wanted to M 
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redooed as th® measnre was a novel ooe and the people were ignorant Mr. JagUtl 
CAowdhtirp, Minister, re||)lied that the Bill was a reformative measare, isten- 

aed to eare addicts of their habit of drinking. The punishment provided was intended 
to strike terror into the hearts of addicts. The AdvocaU^Oeneral in his speech said 
mt a penal oiause wy provided in the Excise Act also. It was proper that in legis- 
lation of this nature the penal section should oorrespond to that of the Excise Act 
The amendment was withdrawn. 

Ml; SamuBl PhtH (( -hotansgpur) moved for exemption of pachwai (indigenous 
a^nginal drink) from the operation of the Act The Advocate^ General replied that the 
Bui empowmd thy Government to grant exemption for speoifio purposes. The amend- 
inent was withdrawn. Mr. i/aheahtvar Praaad Narain Singh moved for the omission 
of talrae (swm toddy) from the operation of the Act since swyet toddy was a 
^ntritious drink.’* The propoaal would save a number of men from unemployment. 
The amendment was rejected. 

Wlim the clause relating to advertiMments in newspapers was taken* up, Mr. 
GwaahayjM said that newspapers published outside Bihar should not be banned 
UM publishing tadvertisements of wines and liquors. The Advocale-Oeneral replied 
that the Government did not want to discriminate between newspapers of the province 
and those outside. The amendment was lost. 

When t^ clanse was pressed to a division a Congress member, by mistake, voted 
in the ^noea lobby. The President reserved his rnling and the Hoose adjourned. 

Bill. MAY When the Honse resumed cousiderstion of the Bill to-day, Mrs. 
Malcolm Sinha moved an amendment for the incorporation of a new clause, seeking 
nemptioB of all (Kristian oh arches and their clergy from the operation of the Act 
in the matter of possessing or brewing of wine in such prescribed quantities as 
would be required for religions and sacramental purposes. Mr. Baldev Sahay^ the 
Advocate-General, said that the amendment demanded the grant of a magna charta 
for the free use of wine in Ohurohes. The amendment was lost by 9 votes to 8. 

9Ui. MAY The Oonocil tD*>day passed the Bill with an amendment. The Gov- 
ernment suffered s defeat on an amenament moved bv an Opposition member, which 
the Government opposed, bnt was passed by 11 to 10 votes. The amendment sought 
exemption for Christian ofaurch.es and their clergymen from the provisions of ihn 
Aot for possessing or brewing wioe in such quantity as may be prescribed, whioli 
was required for purposes of mass holy oommunion. 

In the final reading of the Bill, Mr. Jaglal Choudhury^ Excise Minister, assured | 
.the House that the Government wor-e investigating ways and means 'to veffect eoono- 
mies and raise the revenue in order to set off the deficit caused by the iutroduclion 
Of Prohibition. 


The Monetlenders’ Bill 

10th. MAY :--The Council considered the Bihar Money-lenders’ Bill as passed by the 
Ammbjy. The Bill was welcomed by ail parts of the House, the only jarring note 
txeing aonnded by Mr. B>msi Lai (Congress) who advocated the exercise of restraint 
Aod moderation by the Upper House and warned it against the provisions of the Bill 
as well as against giving too much to popular opinion. 

The chorus of welcome was joined with Khan Bahadur 8, M. Ismail, Leader of 
the Opposition who with Mrs. Malcolm Sinha (Coalition), Mr. Ahmad Mohammad 
Noor (I'o^gress), Mr, Puneydeo Sharma and others thought that the Bill did not go 
the whole length in affording lelief to the distress of the indebted agriculturists. In 
their opinion the Bill fell short of expectations in the following respocts particularly. 

The last three speakers of the day, Mr. KamaleswaH Mandal, Mr. Puneydeo 
Sharma and Mr. Ahmad Mohammtd Noor wanted the Bill to bo more drastic. 
The first speaker asked for the changing of an excessive rates of interest to be made 
a penal offence. Mr. Ahmad Noor after finding several shortcomings with the Bill, ■ 
oonolnded that it was a step in the direction of affording relief to indebted agricultu- 
rists and thanked the Government for introdnoiog ^is mnoh needed measnie. At this > 
stage the House rose for the day, 

11th. MAY Rralying to-day Mr. Baldeva Sahay, the Advocate-General said that I 
while drafting the Bill ttie Oovernmeot aim had been to regulate the moneylending bnsi - 1 
ness and control the contracts entered into by creditors and debtors and get value for the] 
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d«1>ton PTopar^. InoidentaMy, the BiU gare rdief to doRon. No draatio dumgas 
were oontemplated. 


17lli. MAY :- 7 >Several olaoses were passed to-day* with the amendments tabled 
thereto, mostly without discussion. Dirtsion was challeoged in several oases, the 
majority of which were by Mr. Ouraahay LalL Tvf ameudmeots when pressed to 
a division were carried by 12 votes to 4 and 11 votes 6. Two others were lost. 

Disoussion on an ameodment moved by Mr. Qangaaand Sinha to the effect that 
the same restrictions and limitations whion were imposed on money-lenders of this 
province should be imposed on money-lenders otLtside the province, had not oonoloded 
when the Hoose adjourned. 


ISth. MAY The Bill was passed by the Council to-day with a few amendments. 
Few ohanges were effected iu the final clauses, which were considered to-day. Only 
three amendments to the remaining clauses were adopted by the House, the Opposi- 
tion suffering several defeats. 

Before the final reading of the Bill, two out of the several new olaoses tabled in 
the form of amendments were the subject of a keen debate. These referred to the 
exemption of residoutial house from being attached or sold for satisfaction of decrees. 
Mrs. Malcolm 8inka made a plea for exemption of residential house and oritioised 
the Oovernment’s policy. W'hen the Advocate-General opposed the amendments on 
the ground that in the absence of real property as security loans will not be oomiog, 
she acoused the Government of being in league with capitalists and money-lenders. 

Mr, Sri Kriahna Sinha^ the Prime Minister, replying said the Government must 
look impartially after the interests of all classes. They were not in league with any 
class/ The money-lender was welcome at a time of financial crisis and was equally 
Tepitfuant at the time of repayment of loans. It was unjustifiable to shut out outlets 
for busineas by lowering the value of good seourities. The Premier declared that the 
BiU was meant only for regulating the money-lending trade and afford relief iuoiden- 
tafiy to agriculturists. 

Pressed to a division both the amendments ware negatived by a sabstantiai 
majority. 

AoRiCTTLTuaiST Ingoux-tax Bill 

The Bihar Agriculturists Income-tax Bill, as passed by the Assemblyi, was intro- 
duced next ^ter which the House adjourned. 


May :->The Council to-day took up the general disoussion of the Btl), The 
Bill met with stiff opposition from members lopieseuting the landholders’ interests. 

Kumar Qanganand Singh said that the levy of agricultural income-tax was in 
contravention of the assurauces given at the time of the PeriDancnt Settlement .and 
disregarded the economic condition of the landholders, which h>id recently deteriomted 
enormously. The Zaraindari system existed oveu b>;fore the Permanent Settlement 
was established which the present legislation sought to alter. In hia opinion the 
Governor-Generars exercise of his reserve powers would be necessitated to safeguard 
the rights of landlords. , , . , ^ ^ «... 

Rai Bahadur Satishchanira Sinha said that he was opposed to the Bill on pnn- 
oiple. The Government, instead of making drastic economy in administration, were 
sacrificing revenue by the introduction of Prohibition If the present Bill was 
enacted, the zemindars would not be able to carry out ameliorative measures for 

'"Khan^Bahadur S. M. Ismail, Leader of the Opposition also stated that the Bill 
violated the principles of the Permanent Settlement and was therefore illegal There 
was no need for fresh taxation sinoe the Oovernment had been having a balanced 
budget for a number of years. Apparently the Bill was intended to make up me 
deficit which would be incurred owing to Prohibition. Landlords opposi^tion to the 
Bill was due not to their unwillinguess to bear the burden of extra taxation, but to 

*^*Th'e * lle^e? the OpposiUon had not finished his speech when the House 
adjourned for the day. 


20tli. may The Bill received vigorous opposition from representatives of the 
Zamindari interests to-day also. 
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Mr. /waifi. Depnry firostdont, refuted the 

moots regwding tbelneRality of tho meamtre ood said that the P/eBont Og^tuttou 
ompowered the prorinoea to tax agriooUnral inoome and even after the 
8e£emeiit was, however, against the Bill if it was meant to “**5® ®P 
Qonsed by the introdaotlon of prohibition#. At ttiis stage, the House adjournea. 

23fA MAY The Oonnoil to-day oontinned general discussion of the Bill. The 
Opposition argaments,whioh were on lines similar to those of tho first two days, 
were refuted by the Chngress members who attempted to justify the measure. 

Mr. Jfobofttfc AH and Shah Watid Bussain (Opposition) queslioned the legali^ 
and expedienoy of the Bill and stated that the Bill was ultra rtfur m view of certain 
sections of the Oovernment of India Act. To over-ride the Permanent Settlement 
would seriously affeet the landlords, whose economic conditions did not admit of 
fresh taxation. ^ ^ k- 

Congress members pointed out that land revenue was no tar since the land 
longed to the State. The Oovernment were justified in taxing zamindars profits. It 
was no new taxation and had been resorted to in the past prior to the Permanent 
l^ttlement. The House then adjourned. 

24th. MAY : — The general discussion of the Bill was concluded to-day. A large 
number of amendments had been tabled and these were taken up for consideration 
clause .by clause on the next day. 

3Sth. MAY The House took up considerstion, clause by clsuse, of the Bill t<^dsy. 

Discussion on the clanee coutainiog the schedule of rates of taxation on agricultural 
incomes took up most of the time. This clause was one of the most controversial olau- 
ses in the Bill and was passed by the Lower House only after a compromise was 
reached- between the Government and the Opposition members reptesentiDg zamindan 
interests substantially altering the rates of taxation on higher mcomes from those ori- 
ginally provided in the Bill. ....... x * x.. „ii 

Three amendments were moved to-day seeking to alter the r^es of taxation, all of 
which were negatived and tho clause couoerned was passed in the form in wnicn ii 

had emerged from the liower House. ,x. x j i j a onn 

An amendment fixing the minimunii limit of taxable cultivated inads at ^ acres 
of /lOO acres as provided in the Bill was adopted. The House then adjourned. 

26lli. MAY :-Ottt of five Ifoslim members pmeut Ip the 
toeloding Khan Bahadur Ismail, iMiiev of the Opposition, 0 *“ 

the sitting as a protest against the non-acceptance of on amendment to tne om 
moved by Mr. Mobarak AK requiring the exemption of ell religions, ebaritable or 
public endowments from the operation o.f the Act. oTPmnHon 

^ The House devoted almost the entire day to, two and 

issue. A second amendment sought tho extension of ‘he exemphon to tnats ana 
Wakis created even after the commencement of the Act. Both the amendme 
defeated by lb votes to 5. 

27 t||. MAY The entire day to-day was taken up by discussion on a single clause 

”X°e®ori<^Bfo“anTSfu*maT be recalled, evok^ prolonged oontroverey 
ODOositlon from Muslim memW of the Lower House and 

wMsreached between the Government and Muslims through the “eolation of Maulana 
Abnl Kalam Azad by which the Government Jlamn^ 

Muslim Wakfa created before the commencement of ^ the Act but did not exempt th 
ahares and henefoiaries of Wakf Alalaulad from taxation. . 

"^Svo amendments moved to-day by Mnslim members seeking exemption 
«im lit Wakf Alalaalads, which might bo created after the oommencemen.t of the Ac^ 
we?e negSv^TsiSlstansi*' tMjorities. The Opposition members aco^ the 
nAwavnmMt of following a policy advocated by people who had no rpgard for 
religioner who considered religion an obstacle to the country’s progress. 
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_ Prime Mialstey Mr. M Aittiia rtpl jlng Mid tiial hi Mlmd It 

xtllgloii tlnoe hit leader Mr. Gandhi was a relieiooe man, bat the Qomamenl 
bweid that the preeent meaenre did not amoant to an Infrlatemint of rollgion aa 
the lalamio aoriptams nowhere laid down that Wakfe shoold noTbe taiel Bofudlnf 
violation of the wiehM of orMtore of Wakfe he said the Qofernment had allowM 
esemption to exietioffprirate and pablio Wakfh. The question of InfrlnguMnl did net 
arise in the case of wakfs oreatedf herMfter beoauae me oreators worn haft oognl- 
MDoe of the tax which the properties would ha?e to iMor. The Honse then adjonrned 
till the 180th. 


80lh. MAY *The Bill made oonsiderable progress In ithe Oonnoll to»daj, MTend 
olhnses being passed without substantiai ohanges in the proYiaions. 

Two clauses oouoerning asaesament on income of Wakf Alaulalad and Hindu joint 
famUies were also passed without any change. An amendment to the olause relating 
to general asaesament of tax was oarried. The amendment allowed l^y per oent 
relief to Mseasment for the finanoial year 1838*89. 


Slat MAY The Ckmnoil to-day poased soYeral olausea of the Bill. DfaouMion 
of a few olausea of a oontroYeraial nature was postponed till the next day. 

lei. JUNE The Gounoil to-day passed the Agrioultural Inoome-Tax Bill •and then 
adjourned. An understanding was reached between theiGoYernment and the Opposition 
on the olause forbidding the disclosure of information on private Inoomea, which wm 
eventually defeated and a new olause inserted. Aooording to the new olause private 
papers dealing with the incomes of people would not be made publio exoept the 
papers concerned dealing with the assessment of inoomea for the purpose of the tax. 

The deduotions allowed under the head **0011601100 charges** were raised from 10 
per oent to 12 and a half per bent by another amendment while deductions were 
also allowed on interests paid for loans contracted under the Bihar Natural Gala* 
mities AoL ^ , 

The House also passed the Stamp Amendment Bill which was a non-official measure, 
exempting the documents of Moslem divorce from stamp duty* 

2iid. JUNE The Council finished its business in a few minutes to-day and ad- 
journed till JuW. 

The Bihar legislature Members* Salaries and Allowances Bill, passed by the 
Assembly, was liwd on the table. ^ ^ 

Thereafter, the House was informed that the amendments made by the Council 
to the Money-lenders' Bill had been accepted by the Lower Chamber. 

All the amendments made in the Prohibition Bill had been accepted, except one 
relating to the exemption of Christian Churohes regarding the use and possession of 
wine for religious purposes, which had been substituted by another in an altered form. 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

Badge! SeMion— Shilloag — February to 5th. March 1938 

FtNAiroiAL Statibikiit fob 1938-39* 

The Assam Budget for the year 1938-39 was presented by Sir Muhammad 
Saadullah, the 'Premier, when both the Chambers of the Legislatare met at Shillonr 
on the 18th. Fehnuury 1938. It revealed a deficit of Bs. 4,62,0CX). 

It wfs estimated that the year will begin with an opening balance of Bs. 33,34.000. 
Bs. 1^,70^000 had been estimated as receipts from land revenne or very nearly a 
drop of 18 and 6 lakhs of the bndgot and 'revised estimates respectively of the onrrent 
year. Only other drop in revenue waa to be noted under Civil Works and this was 
explained away by the faot that the budget provided for credit of Rs. 1.80,000 for 
petrol tax projects as against the revised estimates of Bs. 10,71,000 for the current 
year. The total receipts from revenue during 1933-39 were expected to be Bs. 
8,64,24,000 as against the revised estimates of Rs. 2,78,67,000 for the current year. 
This drop In income was partially counterbalanced by less e^enditure from revenue 
namely ^ 8,6836,000 as against the revised estimates of IBu. -231.41,000 for the 
current year. According to the estimates the budget will show a deficit of Rs. 4,62300. 

Taking both revenne and coital receipts and similar expenditure the closing 
balance of Assam for 1938-39 was expected to be Rs. 40,48,000. But this surplus 
figure will be reduced by about 4 lakhs if the loan to pay off the deficit of 19^37 
is not taken in the next financial year. 

Similarly. the revenne deficit will be reduced by about Rs. 90,000 as the budget 
estimates include figures for brokerage for loan and payment of interest in the next 
finanoial year. The revenue defioit will further be reduced by a probable further 
receipt of Bs. 3,56.000 from the India Government under the Niemeyer Award. 

In his budget speech the Finance Minister said that he argued with the autho- 
rities at Delhi about Assam’s claims for a share in the excise duty on petrol 
produced within Assam’s boundaries but was told that under the present Government 
of India Act the centre cannot give to Assam as a producing province any special 
share of the proceeds of petrol and kerosene excise duties. 

He however concluded by saying that the ministry was doing its level best 
In various ways to meet the insistent demand for improving the educational, hygenio 
and economic improvement of the masses. 

Assam Municipal Amend. Bill 

18tik FEBRUARY The House rejected to-day! by 10 to 6 votes Bai Sahib Bsm- 
ehandra Datta'a Assam Municipal ( Amendment) Bill seeking to do away with nomina- 
tions to Municipal Boards so that they might be constituted with elected representa- 
tives of rate- payers. All elected Hindu members barring one who remained neatral 
voted for the Bill while the Government along with the Muslims en bloc and two 
nominated Hindus voted against. 

Qenbbal Discussion of Budget 

In course of his Wly to the Budget debate Sir Muhd, Saadulla^ Chief Minister, 
gave an indication ofimproving provincial finances when he said that the opening 
up of even one-fourth of Assam’s vast waste land measuring about 8 and half lubs 
Bighas would bring Bs. 10 to 15 lakhs to the depleted Exchequer. 

The Chief Minister also said that a Committee^ would shortly be appointed to 
revise the oUrriculnm of seoondary primary schools in Assam when the question of 
separating the glrla’ ouxriculum Itom that oi the heya weuVA he eeusvfieied. 

19tb. FEBRUARY .’—The budget discussiou oonolnded to-day, many members 
crltioising the budget as disappointing. Mr. F. W, Hockenhull, header of the 
European Group, wanted to have self-reliant, strong and independent wicuiturists. 
He wanted a Ministry of Communioationa to improve oommuuicatioos. Mr. Oopinath 
Bardoioi^ Leader of the Cougress Party, pointed out that party Government had 
fkiled in Assam and that the Ministry was cfinging to office in spite of defeats. The 
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bon. Sir Makowm$d Saadullahy Prime Minister, stated that with the limited funds, 
Bothlsf better oonM be done. 

Stlhbt Tknakot Bill 

To fHre proteetion to certain classes of tenants srithin the mnnioipal limits of the 
town of S^het, Baba iTaruna Sindhu Rap introdnoed a bill known as Sylhet Town 
Ibnaney Bill dnriog the last winter session of the Assembly. The Bill was 
considered by a Seleot Committee and sareral clauses of the Bill -were also passed 
in the last session. To-day the remaining clauses, were considered and the Bui was 
passed. \ 

Ifr. Daiakina Balkan Qupta Ohoudhurp's to clause II of the Bill 

empowering the Oorernment to extend the operation of this Act to any other muni- 
oipai areas, in the district of Sylhet by a previous notification published in the 
^^Assam Oazettee^* was lost by the casting vote of the Hon. Speaker. 

Babn Rabindra Nath Adilpa (Congress) moved an amendment in the definition 
of ‘tenant* as amended by the Seleot Committee a 'id it was passed.' Mouivi Moharak 
Ali moved another amendment to clause 5(a) of the Bill which was passed. His 
amendment sought application of this act to tenancy of land created before or after 
the commencement of this Act provided the temporary settled Government lands 
were excepted. 

The EofCbiU Ur, Chaudhurp opposed the amendment and said that the House 
should be very careful in passing this amendment for this was a special form of 
legislation in the whole of India and the House should think twice before they 
empowered the Qovemment to extend it in other sub-divisional towns. 

The amendment was, however, lost by the casting vote of the Hon*b!e Speaker. 
The Bill was then pass^. 

Assam Municipal Amend. Bill 1937 

Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua'a motion referring the Assam Municipal (amendment) 
Bill, 1937, to a select committee was lost by 51 to 43 votes. The opject of the Bill 
was abolition of nomination by Government members in municipal bodies. 

Cabinet Charges— Ex-Minister*s Statement 
Mr. AU Haider Khan^ one of the two ex-Ministers, next made a statement on the 
eircnmstances leading to the reshuffling of the Assam Ministry.^ He said : 

*The Ministerial Party was a Coalition party, consisting of Sir M. Saadulla’s Party, 
Mr. Rohini Kumar Ghowdhury's party, Rev. Nichols Roy's party and the Surma 
Valley United Muslim Party, the largest single group next to the (Congress party. The 
small Muslim League group was never popular with this party. Towards the olose of 
the last session, Sir M. Saadulla informed us of a requisition for reshuffling of the 
Ministry to replace two of ns selected originally from the United Muslim Party. At 
a formu meeting, the United Muslim Party passed a resolotion protesting against the 
proposal for resnnffling, bat it was not a revolt against Sir M, Saadnlla's leadership. 
The Chief Minister met the party on the I9th February and assured the members 
that his own party had signed the requisition without his knowledge and that if any 
proposal for reshuffling ever oame up, he would instruct his party to remain neutral. 
He also said that he would write to all Muslim members asking for their opinion 
on the question of reshnffling. But, as it • became clear that very little support for 
reshuffling was forthcoming, he tendered his resignation leading to automatic disso- 
lution* of the Cabinet, and arranged to be called upon to reform the Cabinet with two 
of 08 replaced. We made statements of facts briefiy as they are, and do not desire 
to proceed farther.*’ 

No-Confidence in Ministry 

21tt FEBRUARY The defeat of the ’‘no-oonfidenoe” motion tabled against the 
re-formed Saadullah Ministry by the narrowest margin possible revealed the instabi- 
lity of the present Ministry and the possibility of its being ousted from olBoe. 

In the course of a good fighting speech, Manlvi Ahdur Rahaman, the mover of 
the “No-Confidenoe” resolution, showed how incompetent the present Ministry was, 
Ha IcnAXi thaA B\t Mahomed Basdullah would at least after the 

eXavoTv leax at tV&e 'handa ol the Op'pcaVHon.* sae the deoeaei, 

IX not the ’wisdom, ot vacating the in\n\eteT\a\ gadi. Rnt anoh, 'BliT, \a the greed fox 
offloe and power that the defeats heaped upon his bead have been awailowea without 
any sense of shame or disgrace. Suen is also the luck that, in spite of this series of 
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merses. he-renudoi the priie-boy of the Oorernor. ‘*We have reoeotly^ seen how flie 
Chief Ministw has -^kioked the ladder ^at helped him to rise to power. All this skill 
he has shown only to keep his own power and plaoe. He had done nothing to serve 
the cause of Assam. He nas nven the House for one year no idea of his policy ez- 
eept the jK>lioy to keep himself in power. beseech the Hoase to rid the county 
of a Ministry which has no plan, no programme or policy except for selfish ends. The 
Ministry has nearW swallowed one lakh of rupees daring the last twelve months. Has 
the conntrv seen the opening of a single project ?*' 

A number of persons spoke on the motion for and against. The Pniwe Mimsler, 
replying, surveyed the worn done by his Ministry and added, *^The so-called defeats 
were nothing but a sort of propaganda in the Calcutta papers". He said that ^ held 
that those defeats were not real. Continuing, the Premier said that he had' great xe- 
prd lor self-respect and honour and if he found he could not carry on wnh them 
he would be the first person to tender ^his resignation. 

The motion was defeated by 50 votes to 49. The European Group voted agahist 
the motion. 

VonNO ON Budobt Deicands 

22nd. FEBRUARY Voting on Bu^et' Demands commenced to-day. Mr. Abdur 
BahamatCB cnt motion, refusing Rs. 78,023 for the establishment of the divisional Com- 
missioners, was passed without a division, the Ministerial Benches remaining neutral. 

Mr. Babindranaih Aditya'a out motion for reduo^ng by Bs. 35,300 the total grant 
of Rs. 30,97,300 for the Ministers was lost bv 46 to 49 votes. 

The Assembly passed the entire demand for general Administration minus Ba^ 
78,023 for the Commissioners’ Establishment The cut motions were either with- 
drawn or lost. 

The hon. Sir Mahomed SaadMa^ the Prime Minister, explaining the Ministry’s p<^- 
tion, stated that they would remain neutral pending the Secretary of State’s decision 
on the Ministry’s recommendation for the abolition of the Commissioners’ posts. He 
farther stated that the Governor had accepted the Ministry’s recommendation. 

2Srd. FEBRUARY Except the cut motion brought by 6j. Babindranaih Adi^a 
with the object of refusing the grant for the establishment charges of the Hon’ble 
Ministers wnioh was rejected by the house by 49 to 46 votes, all other out motions 
were withdrawn after some discussions. 

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda's out motion criticising the Government in not releasing 
the political prisoners evoked considerable disoussion which mainly centred round the 
one point. This was whether persons committed of dacoities in open day-light could 
be styled as politicid prisoners. A member from the Congress bench having said 
whether it was not a fact that Government themselves had termed these prisoners 
as such, the Hon’ble Sir Saadulla^ Home Minister, said that the term was used only to 
facilitate classification in jail so that they might have got better treatment. 

28th. FEBRUARY The Assembly passed to-day the demands under Land Revenue 
and; tibe Administration of Justice. Most of the cut motions were either 
withdrawn or lost. 

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda's out motion to criticise the Government for their 
failure to repeal the repressive laws elicited an assurance from the hon. Sir Maho- 
wed Saadullah that no misuse or abuse of those laws would be made and that he 
would come in with the necessary amendments to those laws as soon as circums- 
tanoes warranted such a procedure. 

It was stated on behalf of the Government in reply to a question by the same 
member that only one person belonging to Assam was serving his sentence outside 
Bengal for offences m a political nature, one was restrained under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and one was eztemed from Assam under the 
same Act 

26th. FEBRUARY A sum of Bs. 3,20,265 was passed to-day under different demands 
for grant viz., (1) rEzoii^ (2) Stamps, (3) Navigadon (4) Railways, (6) Ports and 
Pilotage, (Q Education (European), (7) P. W. D. (8) Pensions (9) Stationery and 
Printing (10) Fkmine Belief and (11) Scientific Departments etc. 

The Oppositionist had not been able tc pass a single cnt motion and they 
escaped unhurt thon^ severely criticised for their policy and action. Only ten out 
motions were disonswd but these ween subsequently either withdrawn or lost 
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Hixoe o?n MniiBTBn • Balaum. 

lA llAiUm.:--The Assra^'r dbonsAed! nhMu INbIsIwi^ Afttr tli* 

reiigiiation of thelf O0OA. '^ero jostified in dfawug salariae aooording to tUto^oM' 
AiOt pasaed b; Hie l>.gi8lBtare. 

I3ie hbn. Sir JIfahonud SaaduUa^ Prime Minister, held that th^ oonld draw 
the ealariOB according to the old Act nntil that was repealed whue Mr. MosiM 
Kumar Sen and others held the contrary opinion. 

The pimiant sitoation was created as the Ministers of the Assam Oovemment 
oonld not draw their salaries to-day for Febmary, beoanse the Treasnry Officer of 
Shillong refnsed to make the necessary payment. It transpired that the Oomptroller 
of Assam issued the salary slips in acoordanoe with the ministers* Salary Act at the 
rate of Rs. 2,500 for the Prime Minister and Bsir for the other Ministers, 
while the Government billed at four graded rates ^ with a view to keeping the 
collective amount of the salaries of the six Ministers within the budget promon 
originiffiy made for five, prior to the Cabinet re-shuffle. 

2iid. MARCH I— The demands for grants under the various heads were passed 
to-day. The cut motions were either withdrawn or defeated. 

Mr. Rabindranath Aditya'a cut motion under the head Ednoatlon was defeated 
by 62 to 40 votes. The mover contended that the Government had not takefi adequate 
action among the Scheduled Castes and tribal people. 

In the course of the discussion to-day, the Hon’ble Maulvi Munawar Aft', Minister 
for Education, assured the Assembly that he would call a conference of representatives 
of the Le^slature and other prominent people to disonss the question of estoblishing 
a university. The Minister said that he would like that the iseat of the iJhiversity 
should ha Bhillong. 

3rd. MARCH :->Trenohant criticism of the Assam Government was levelled 
to-day during discussion on Mr. Rabindranath Aditya'a out ^motion under agricultural 
grant. Maulvi Abdul Matin Choudhuri^ Minister for Agriculture who was also the 
President of the Assam Branch of the Muslim Iieague replying to Congressite 
critics said that virtually there was no difference between the Mumim Leune and 
the Congress re-garding the policy and programme in these matters. He a&o said 
that he intends instituting agricultural survey with a view to exploring .possibilities 
lof improving the agricultural land in Assam. 

*ljie function of the Oovemment is not the establishment of industries but to afford 
all necessary facilities towards that end,** said the Hon*ble Maulvi Abdul Matin 
Chowdhuri, Minister for Industries, replying to the criticisms made against the general 
policy of the Department of Industry during discussion of Mr. Rabindra ATatA 
Aditya'a out motion under Industries grant to-day. He repudiated the usual charge that the 
Department had no policy and programme and said that there was one and It was 
directed towards fostering small scale industries as had been followed for the several years 
past Mr. Chowdhury did not reply to Mr. Aditya’s query if the present Gtovernment had 
nothing to improve upon the policy hitherto followed by the Governments prior to 
Provincial Autonomy. Mr. Chowdhury however assure favourable ooosideratiou of 
suitable applications for industrial loan. 

The motion was lost without division and the original grant was voted. 

The Assembly also voted in course of the day grants under heads Agriculture, jails, 
Civil Works etc. 


SuPFLBiaNTABT DiBfANOS* 

4ih. MARCH The Assembly refnsed to-day the supplementary demand for a 
grant of Bs. 14,000 for the continuance of the two offices of Divisional Commissioners 
lor the remainder of the financial year, that is, January to March, 1938. 

The demand was presented under Swtion 78 (8) Government of India Act, for the 
due discharge of the special responsibility of H. E. the Governor. 

The other supplementary demands for grants under various heads amounting to 
Bs. 6,35,000 were passed without discussion. The grants under the heads Yeterinary, 
Co-operative Credit and misoellaneons departments were passed. 

Hioh Coubx m Assak 

Sill. MARCH The motion for the presentation of an address to His Majesty the 
King for the establishment of a High Court in Assam was passed in the Assam 
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Aiwmblj to-dfty by 40 to 16 votei. The Oongress party, tribal members and some Bnrma 
Valley Hoelems remained nentral 

The amendment of Sj. Lak$iwar Barua (Congress) for iL? Inoation of the High 
Oonrt at Oanhati was lost by 56 to 46 rotes. 

The Congress members walked oat of the Chamber as a protest when the anthenti- 
oated sohedme of aathorised expenditure in relation to sapplementary demands for 
grants fOr 1837-38 for the Commissioner's establishment was refused by the House. 

The Assembly also passed the Assam Gtood Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release 
fiilL 

The Assembly then prorogund. 


Proceedings of the Assam Council 

Budget Seation—Shillong-^lGth. February to 19th. February 1938 

Qbnxbal Dxsoussion or Buoaxr 

Strong eritioism of Assam’s budget was voiced In the Assam Logislative Connoil by 
Mr. Sureah Chanda Daa who ^ned the discussion on the budget when it was taken 
^•by the House on the 16th. February 1938, presided over by Mrs. Zuhida Ataur 
Mahaman^ the Deputy president. 

**A little tinkering has been done here and there”, he said, ^^and the whole 
measure has been bolstered up by the old process of appearing before the Central 
Government with a bemnng bowl. He wanted to know how long this ^^spoon-feeding” 
was to continue. Mr. JPas was, however, glad to see that the demands were less 
by about Ra. lO and a half lakhs oomparM with last year. The police, he was also 
pleased to see, were to get Ra. one luh less. The decrease in the grants to public 
health, agriculture, co-operative credit and industries he characterized as inexcusable. 

Mr, W, E, D. said that in view of what remissions in land revenue has 

cost the Government, there was every need for cutting expenditure to a minimum. 
They could however go too far in this respect and he was glad to see that doctors 
were being subsidized for the bene&t of ryots. Mr. Cooper thought that the province 
should have a minister for Communioations. 

Mr. Satffendra Mohan LaMri regretted that no economy had been attempted by 
the Government in any of its departments. Bather a new post of Deputy Secretary 
had been created and another Minister added to the Cabinet. 

Rai Bahadur Haramka Froaad Barua urged the establishment of travelling 
dispensaries to bring medical relief to villages and pressed for the improvement of 
village roads in the province. An industrial survey of the* province he thought should 
be undertaken before Government aid was given to any industry. 

Bfr. OoMoiaanda thought the Government should start research work Into the 
problems of agrionltural improvement and the sugar industry. 

lb. Barai Chandra Bhattaduirtna strongly opposed the passing of any Bill on 
the lines of the United Provinces Bill for preventing the execution of decrees on 
.yots for the non-payment of debts. Any such measure would make capital shy 
and the ouitivator would be hard pressed in time of need. Mr. Bhattaoharyya 
suffiested the starting o9prohibition in certain selected areas of the provinoe. 

The House was adjourned till the next day. 

Diatb or THi Ebbbiosnt 

ITIh. FEBRUARY Bai Bahadur Monomohan Lahiri^ Preaidant of the Ooonoit, 
died of heart failure at 4 a. m. to-day. He was 72 years old. Beferenoe to the death 
of the Bai Bahadur was made to-day, and the House was adjourned as a mark of 
mpoet to the memory of the deceased. 

Mfi. Eubada Ataur Bahman* Deputy President of the Oonnoil, presiding said 
Mr. Lahiri was respeoted by all who knew him. He was an eminent lawyer. 
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Sir Mohammad Saadalla, Premier. MaalTi Abdnr Bahim Chaodhorv, Rai Bahadnr 
Heramha Prosad Bama, Mr. H. P. GraT, Mr. Gazaoanda . Amwall, Hr. Siireah 
Chandra Das, Rai Sahib Sonadhar Daa Benapati, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhatlaoharya 
and Maolti Mohammad Asadaddin Chandhary also joined in paying tribntes to the 
deceased. 

High Covbt fob Asbih 

IM. FEBRUARY The Conooil on the motion, of Sir Uohammad Soadulloh^ 
Premier, to-day passed a resolution deciding to address His Ezoelleney the Governor 
for submission to His Majesty the King, for the establishment of a High Court for 
Assam. The House also passed the Assam Legislative Chambers (MemWa’ Emolu- 
ments) Bill. 

Sir Mohomed Baadanllah said that a High Court would be a paying proposition. 
Since 1931 Assam, he said, had to make an annual contribution to the Bengal Govern- 
ment which during the last five years averaged at 1 and one-fourth lakhs of rupees 
a year for the province’s share of work in the Calcutta High Court. 

After referring to the license fees of lawyers and conrt fees, the Premier said 
that the province could easily provide for a High Conrt with three judges, and after 
paying all expenditure, have a saving of half a lakh of rupees a year. 

During the debate, Mr. Sureah Chandra Daa pointed out that the people of 
Sylhet were definitely against the move for a High Conrt, while Bal Bahadur 
Heramha Froaad Barua held that provincial autonomy ceased to have any meaning 
without a High Court. 

Mr. P, Cray (European Planters* representative) supported the motion. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattacharya said that as both the Assam Valley and the 
Surma Vtdley people were clamouring for the separation of Sylhet from Assam it 
would be premature to discuss the question. 

After Sir Mohammed Saadullah had replied, the motion was put to the vote and 
carried by a majority. 

Members* EtfOiTTHENis Bill 

The motion for the consideration of the Members* Emoluments Bill, also moved 
by the Premier, was carried by 7 votes to 4. Four members remained neutral. 

The Bill provides for giving Rs. 109 a month as salary to a member of both 
Houses of the Legislature, in addition to travelling allowances. 

The Bill, it will be remembered, was passed by the Lower Bouse, but the salary 
clause was turned down by the Council. The Bill was again passed by the Assembly. 
The Council was then prorogued. 
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Ghulam Samad, Kbawa ja 

47 Qibidhabi Dab, Marant 

48 Gokul Ghand Nabang, Dr. Sib 
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49 Gofal Das, Bai Bahadur Lala. t 101 Murabihad Wilatat Hubsaiii Jblaiii. 


50 Gon Chano Bhabgava, Dr. 

51 Gurbachar Singh, Babdar 
Sahib Sardar 

52 Habib Ullah Khan, Mauk 

53 HAiBAf Khan Daha, Khan 

54 Rari Chand, Rai 

55 Habi Lal Munbhi 

56 Habi Singh, Sardar 

57 Habjab Sinoh. Sardar 

58 Habnak Das, Lala 

50 Habnam Singh, Captain Sodri 

60 Hbt Bah, Rai Sahib Choudhri 

61 Indar Sinoh, Sardar 
65 Jafab Ali Khan, M. 

63 Jaojit Sinoh Bbdi, Rkka 

64 Jalal ud-Din Amber Chaudhri 

65 JoGiNDAR Singh Man. Sardar 

66 Jugal Kibhore, Chaudhri 

67 Kabul Singh, Master 

68 Kapoor Sinoh, Sardar 
60 Kasamat Au, Shaikh 

70 Kartar Singh, Chaudari 

71 Kartar Sinoh, Sardar 

73 Khaud Latif Oauba, Mr. 

73 Kishan Das, Seth 

74 Kishan Sinoh, Sardar, 

75 Krishna Gopal Dutt, Chaudari 

76 Lal Sinoh, Sardar 

77 Mazrar Ali Azrar; Maulti 

78 Moht ud-Din Lal Badsuah, 

Sated 

79 Mubabxk Au Shah, Bayed 

80 Muhammad Abdul Raeaman 
Khan Chaudhiii 

81 Muhammad Akram Khan, Khan 
Bahadur Baja 

82 Muhammad Alam, Dr. Shaik 

83 Muhammad Ashraf, Chaudhri 
M Mubahuad Azam Khan, Sardar 
| 5 MusAMiMAD Husban, Gkaudhri 

86 Muhammad Hassan Khan Gurchani, 
Khan Bahadur Sardar 

87 Muhammad Hass an, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Sated 

88 Muhammad Hat at Khan Noon, 
Nawab Sir Malik 

w Muhammad Husain, Sardar 
W Muhammad Husain. Chaudhri 
^ Muhammad Iftixhar-ud*Din, Mian 

82 Muhammad Jammal Khan Iaouabi 
Khan Bahdur Nawab Sib 

83 Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Major 
Sardar 

^ Muhammad Nurullah, Mian 
^ Muhammad Baja Shah Jeblani 
% Marammad Saadat Au, Khan 
^ Muhammad Sadzq, Shaikh 
^Muhammad Sarfraz Kuan 

Jlf^AEMAD SaBFRAZ KhaN, BaJA 
100 Muhammad Shaif Ali Kuan 
Babib Chaudhri 


Maxrduhzada Haji Satip 
102 Muhammad Tasin Khan, CHaudhbi 
1(H Muhammad Yusuf Khan, Khan 

104 Mukand Lal Purx, Bai Bahadur 

Mr. 

105 Mula SiNGA, Sardar 

106 Muri Lal Kalla, Pavdit 

107 MuzAFFiR Ali SIhan QfMLaAtig 

Sardar 

106 Muzaffab Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Captain Mauk 

109 Muzaffar Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Nawab 

110 Narendra Nath, Oiwan Bahadur 

Baja 

111 Nasir-ud-Dzn, Chaudhri 

112 Nasir-ud-Din Shah, Pia 

113 Nasarullah Khan, Bana 

114 Naunihal Singh Mann, 
Lieutenant Sardar 

115 Nawazish Ali Shah, Syed 

116 Nue Ahmad Khan, Khan Sahib 

Mian 

117 Pratab Singh, Sardar 

118 PiR Muhammad, Khan Sahib 
Chaudhri 

119 Prem Sinoh, Chaudhri 

120 Prem Singh, Mahant 

121 Pbita^i Sinoh. Siddhu, Sabdab 

132 Raghbir Kaur, Srimati 

133 Bam Sabup Chaudhri 
124 Banpat Sinoh, Chaudhubi 
135 Rashida Latif Baji, Begum 

126 Biabat Au, Khan Bahadur 
Chaudhri 

127 Bur Sinoh, Sardar 

128 Sahib Dad Khan, Sahib 
Chaudhri 

129 Sahib Bam, Chaudburi 
ino Samparan Sinoh, Sardar 

131 Santobh Singh, Sardar Sahib 

Sardar 

132 Sant Bam Beth, Dr. 

133 Batya Pau Dr. 

134 Shahadat uan, Khan Bahxb Rai 

135 Seri Nawaz Khan, Nawab Khan 

136 Bhri Ram Barma, Pandit 

137 SiNOHA, Mr. S. P. 

138 SiTA Bam, Lala 

139 Sohak Lal, Rai Sahib Lala 

140 SoBAN Singh Jodh, Sardar 

141 Sudabbhan, Seth 

142 Sultan Mahmud Hotxana, Mian 

143 Summer Sinoh, Chaudari 

144 SuBAJ Mal, Chaudhri 

145 Taub Hussain I^an, Khan 

146 Tara Sinoh, Sardab 

147 Teja Sinoh, Sabdab 

148 Uttam Singh jugal, Sardar 
Wali Muhammad Sayyal Hxraj, 
Sardar 



Proceedings of tlie Punjab Assembljr 

StmuoT SeMioa— Lahore— lOtii. Jaauitfy to 28^. Jamuury 1938 

Ceanob of Dbaft. Rules 

Ibe Pasiab Legidative Assembly, wbieb had been specially summoned to disoosa 
tbo draft rules of prooedure of the House, began its ten-day's session at Lahore on 

the lOlb. January 1933. 

The House disposed of four of the 20 adjournment motions taiUed by the Congress 
Party. Four motions were disallowed by the “Speaker^ while the fifth which 
referred to raid" by a police party at Katani, Amritsar district, in November last, 
was admitted for discussion at a later stage. 

The draft rales of procedure of the House were then introdnoed and 13 cat of 
the 149 olanses were disposed of dnrii^ the day, the .Opposition amandments being 
withdrawn or rejeoted. The House divided in regard to two ameadmends. Mr. 
iianUal Jraftn’a amendment, which was rejeoted by 76 votes to 44, demanded that on 
notiee being given at question time, the assent of 30 members should be sufficient to 
disousB a 'matter of nrgent importance in the Honse on any day for half an hour. 
The rule laid down that the majority of members present ^ould decide the question. 

Tha second amendment which was defeated by 71 to 36, wanted at least 25 per 
cent of the number of . sittings to be set apart for non-official business. The Oovern- 
snent spokesman said that no such rales were neoessary. When there was ne pre- 
ssure of <Qoverameut business the above practice had been adhered to. 

PouoB Raid in ICaiani 

llUi. JANUARY :^The Government won their third victory to-day when Lala 
JhimehandTa adjoarnment motion on the police raid in Katani village near Amritsar 
in November last was defeated by 79 votes to 31. 

Lala Lumchand (Congress) m the course of his speech dedlared that the whole 
population of the village was Congress-minded aud *^the only object of the raid was 
to terrify Coimressmen." 

Mir Maqoool Makmoodj Parliamentary Secretary, said that Katani was the worst 
village in respect 4>f orime in the whole district and the Goverument eras compelled 
to organise a campaign of raids and the raid on November 29 was one of the hundred 
raids oarried out during two months last year. Daring the particular raid, Mr. 
Makmood said, the house of only three persons were searched. The poKoe party 
which was headed by a gazetted officer, consisted of Hindus, Sikhs, Moslems and 
Sur^ans and from such a body nobody could expect any form of tyranny. 

sardar Uljal Singhs Parliamentary Reoretary, contradicting the statement made 
by Srimathi Baghbir Jtuar that women were taken out from their houses and beaten 
by the police said that the Deputy ConnnissioDor who made an inquiry into the 
incident was satisfied that the allegations oontainod in the motion wore baseless. 
Conduding, he said that under the changed cironmstances the pnblic should revise 
their attitnoe towards the polioe. 

Another adjcurnmeiU motion was admitted to-day and it was agreed that it should 
be discussed on Thursday. The motion was sponsorod by Mr. Sohan Singh Josh to 
disooBS *the faildke of the Government to give relief to peasants of about seven 
villages of the Amritsar district where crops of paddy cotton and maize had been 
damaged by bailstorm and the Government had exacted full revenue from them." 

The Speaker announced that apart from 15 adjournment motions left over 
from yesterday, he had received notice of 20 more adjoarnment motions. Several 
motions for adjournment were then disallowed. 

Slow progress was made with the disposal of rules of prooedure to-day. Only 
five ohmses were passed with minor amendments. 

Bbplt xo Fbabanis in Ambixsab Distbici 

13fh. JANUARY Mr. Sohan Singh Joshes adjoarnment motion on *the failure 
of Government to give relief to peasants’ of seven villages in the Amritsar district 
where uxops bad been damaged by haiistcrm was rejeoted to-day by 86 votes to 33. 


-13 JAir. '38 1 ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UISa^SSED 837 

Sir Sundmtngh iiajithia opposing the motion said that tho total area sotrn in 
these yilhigna was 3^5 acres, and of that tho hailstorm had damaged 170 acres. The 
total roTenae deriTod from tho damaged area was Rs. 5,155 and the Government on 
learning of the damage had remitted Bs. 327. The Oovornmont, ho said, had already 
given abont Ra. IS lakhs in takavi loans. Rs. 7 lakhs by way of remissions and 
euspension of land revenne to tho extent of Rs. IS lakbs*^ 

Mr. Partab Singh^ supporting the motion, described the hardship of tho peasants 
in the affected areas. 

Jtaja Ghamncfarali Khan^ parliamentary secretary, opposing the motion appealed 
to the mover to withdraw the motion in view of the fact that the Govornraont had 
already helped the ryots by granting adequate remissions in land revenne. Keferrinp 
to the preferential treatment to the Unionist constituencies as alleged by Mr. Josh 
he said that if the Government had been liberal in such constituencies it could bo 
claimed that they had been liberal all over the province for there wore a few rural 
constituencies which woro not represoutod by the Unionists. 

Chmvdhari Kartar Singh (Congress) asserted that the Government’s treatment 
of the ooo-Unionist areas was step-motherly aud added that au inquiry should bo 
held into the matter. 


Change of Duai^ Rules 

Only one clauso of tho draft rules, regulating tlio procedure aud conduct of 
business of the Houso was disposed of to-day. An amendment to tho definitioa of a 
question moved by Lala Dunichand (Congress) iu ordor to retain the existing 
privilege of requesting the Government 'Ho take action*' on the suggestion contained 
therein was dotoutod by 87 votes to 29. 

Adjournuent Motions Discussed 

14Ui. JANUARY Referenco to the largo number of adjmirnmunt motions which 
had been tiguring everyday on tho agenda and ham[K*rod tho business of tho 
House was made by Chaudhuri Sir Sahab^nd^Din, Speaker, at to-day's meeting of 
the Assembly. The Speaker sought the help of the members for linding. a way out of 
this difficulty. 

The Speaker quoted Staudiiig Orders and pointed out that while technicaliy the 
motion received half an hour before the sitting of the liuuso would bo in oroer, it 
was necessary to emphasize tiiat the matter must bo definite, urgent and. of public 
importance. Ho particularly laid stress on matters being urgent which clearly they 
could not bo when notices of such motions w^ere given days and even weeks ahead. 
In this eonnexioa ho referred to the procedure iu tlie House of Commoiia and 
added that he was uuable to find any precedent to guide him iu this matter. 

Dr. Oopichand Bhargava^ Leader of the Opposition, said that as a way out of 
the immediate difficulty, the Opposition would bo ready to give up a number of 
adjournment motions solocting only a few which thoy wanted to: be discussed. Even- 
tuaiKy ft was agreed that the matter would be considered by tho Speaker in consuita- 
tioD with the Opposition Leader and the Leader of the Houso. 

The House tlien took up five adjoarnmeut motions selected by tho Opposition 
l^er and two others out of tho 18 on the agenda with tho exception or two, on 
the ro<3eut hunger-strike by political prisoners in tho PuMjab jails ; the rest were 
rejected or withdrawn. By agreement with the Government, the Opposition did not, 
however, movo the above two motious but decided to bring them np as substantive 
resolutions lator. 

The Assembly discussed Mr. Hari Singh's adjouinmoDt motion regarding the 
lorry drivers' strike on New Years Day resulting in complete dislocation of traffic. 
Tho motion waK rejected by 83 votes to 29. Tho House then adjourned till Monday. 

SuPPLEMENTART DeIEANDB 

nth. JANUARY :-Tbo supplementary demands for grants for 1938-39 were passed 
m-day. The Opfiosition members had tabled a Mrge number of cut motious. Many of 
inese were ruled out of order while others were defeated. 

The Home divided on Mr. Hari SingKs motion reducing tho item of Rs. 15, ICO 
nuder^ the head "land revenue committee" to oritioize the terms of reference to the 
wmmittee. The motion was lost by 75 votes to 36. The rest of the demands were 
passed, guillotine having been applied. 
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Endowbient fob Badshaui Mosque 

18lik JANUARY After a debate lasting for over three bourse the Assembly 
Qoaaimoiisly passed a resolution moved by the Premier, Sir Sikandar Byat Khan 
approviu the proposal to raising an endowment fnnd for repairs and maintenance 
ox the Eadshimi Mosque, Lahore. The resolution also recommended that the 
Government should, if necessary, undertake legislation for the imposition of a oess of 
one pfoe per rupee* on all land revenue paid by Moslems in the Punjab for not more 
titan two narvests. 

Meplymg to the debate, the Premier sud that it was a religions matter and the poor 
Moalem peasants would be happy to contribute their &aro. The Premier then 
referred to the machinery for the administration of the fund. Sir Sikandar Byat 
Khan said that £s. 11 lakhs were needed for the purpose and the Government of 
India had promised Rs. 2 lakhs on condition that the balance was forthcoming and 
the Endowment Fond thus set up would be managed by a special committee under 
a Moslem Minister of the province. He announced that the Nizam of Hyderabad had 
promised Bs. 3 lakhs. 

ExrUPIlOK OF Aqbicultubal Inoomb 

20kli. JANUARY Congress members staged a walk- out to-day following their 
inability to apply the closure to the discussion of a resolution moved by a member 
of the Ministerial Party which was generally accepted by the House. 

The resolution, which sought that a certain proportion of the agricoltarists* income 
'be declared exempt from attachment in the execution of decrees, had been disonssed 
for an hour revealing unanimity of opinion regarding its acceptability. 

Congress members desired clesure of the discussion in order to discuss the next 
resolution standing in the name of a Congress member recommending to the Qovern- 
.ment to discontinue the practice of nominating members to municipal and district 
Boards. 

The Deputy Speaker who was presiding directed a division on the motion which 
the ^Congress Members did not want, resulting in the closure motion being rejected. 
Odty the Ministerial Party took part in the voting. 

RM. JANUARY The Assembly had a lively sitting to-day. The House divided 
on ten occasioos and a mistake in the prooedure committed by the Deputy Speaker 
(Sardar Dasaundha Singh) was later oorreoted by the Houso. With the exception 
oif une Bill .nine others tabled by the Opposition members wore refused leave of 
introduotion. 

BsMOVi^ QF Beggary 

The Jkpaty Speaker forgot to put the question to tbo House whether Lala 
Dunidhand be given leave to iotroduoe bis Bui for the Removal of Beggary in the 
Pnnjsb. The Opposition members clairoed th^t the mistake having been committed the 
Bill be considered as introduced while the Premier declined to accept the position. 

The Speaker {Chaudhuri Sir Sahahuddiny'nho in the meantime, bad arrived, took 
the sense of the House. On a division the House decided by 77 votes to 29 to oorrect 
the mistato. The House again divided and by 69 votes to 30, refused leave for the 
introduotion of Lata Dunichaud’s Bill. 

Mr. Magbooi Mohmood^ parliamentary secretary, was sot allowed to move a Bill 
cm the strength^ an earlier ruling given by the Speaker that parliamentary eeore- 
taries, being meffibere of Government, could not asx questions or introduce motions, 
specially on a non-c^oial day. 

ne only Bill introdiieed was Diwan ChamanlaVe Anti-Phooka BiU, The House 
llien adjoarnod tili Monday, 

Mmob TsAFne AND Land Alunahon Bilui 

24lh. JANUARY The House referred to the Select Committee two Ooveroisent 
ttesMires, the Motor TraMo CEffence Bill and the Alienation of Lud Amendment Bill- 
fhe formor obviates the neoesaity of the motorist being present or being 
in ooart by a pleader on the oommission of a minor onenoe awav from' nia home 
town while the latter Bill p^iMts the destroying, by digging, of find by a iemoo or 

^ ^pEl^lpiMrbBa was made with the draft mlea rngditiog the prooodiut ol the 
BoasoTMl the 17 elauaoB relating to interpellations being disposed ot 
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Changb of DRjkFT Bulbs 

There was a lengthy discussion on Mr. Bari Singh's amendment, adding a new 
clause to the effect that answers to questions shidl be direct, dear, definite, and re- 
levent and not evasive. 

The Gk>verBment opposed this on the ground that answers were as clear and 
direct as was posible in the public interest and that it wodld be difficult in practice 
to decide whether an answer was evasiFe. 

The amendment was rejected and the House adjoorned. 

Bsleasb of POLmOALS 

25th. JANUARY :«-A debate regarding the hunger-striking political prisoners 
was held to-day on the motion of Dr. Gopichand Bhargava, recommending to the 
Government to take effective and immediate steps to concede the demands of the 
hunger-strikers in the Punjab Jails and to effect their release. Dr. Bhargava said that 
there could be no objection to their release when they had given an assurance that 
they no longer believed in the cult of terrorism. 

As regards the argument .that the Congress' Ministries had not released the pri- 
soners yet, Dr. Bhargava said that the Congress Ministries had publicly declared that 
they had no powers. But the Punjatb Ministers declared that they had all the powers 
of an Antonomons Provinoe. Why did they not then release the prisoners .and satis^ 
the public ? It was no use of keeping fmtriots in iails when two Ministers of the 
Punjab Government had had a taste of jail life. His information was that the Pre- 
mier wanted to release them but there was an invinorble power which prevented 
him from taking that action. It was that power which was increasing the number 
of political prisoners in the Punjab. 

After some members from the Opposition and the Treaanry Benches had spoken 
on the motion, the hon. Sir Sikander Hynt Khan^ ifhe Premier, replied to the debate. 
He said that they must differentiate between those ptrisonecs who were convicted cff 
violence and others who were net guilty of violence. 

Relating to the charges against the hanger-striking prisonera, the Premier said that 
some were oonvlcted of murders and dacolties and others for organising a body of 
bomb-traps in which two policemen were killed and some othecs were injured. He 
asked the House whether it would be justified in releastug such prisoners. If he 
would release them, would he be justified in keeping behind bars those who had com- 
mitted murders of reltgious leaders and money-lenders ? Referring to those politi- 
cal prisoners already released after their giving undertakings, the Premier pointed out 
that some of them were not fulfilling their pledges. He feared that he might have 
to send them back to jail if they oontioued breaking them. As regards the statement 
of the Opposition Leader that there was an invincible power, preventing him from 
releasing the prisoners, the Premier said that there was not a singlo case of obstruc- 
tion or interference by the Governor. The Government could not show clemency to 
those guilty of violence. He made it clear that the assurance given by Aim at the 
Simla session of the Assembly that political prisoners could secure their release by 
giving an undertaking that they would not indulge in subversive activities still stood. 
Oonoluding, he emphasised that his Qovernmeot would not allow any movement to 
distnrb the public tranquility. 

The motion when put to vote was rejected by 80 votes to 33. 

27tli. JANUARY By a majority, the Assembly agreed to-day that leave to move 
motions of '*no-confidenoev in a Minister or Ministry as a whole should be granted 
only if the motion was supported by 60 members and leave to move an adjournment 
motion should be granted if the motion was supported by 36 members. The number 
of Oppositiou meoabers in the Assembly is 45. 

The oouduot of the processionists, who marched on the Assembly Ohamber, on 
January 34, in defiance of the order under Section 141, Or. P. 0., was severely oriti- 
oised by the Assembly on the motion of a Unionist member, Mr. jPateA Khan. The mover 
said that it was the first shameless procession of this kind in the Provinoe and it 
was a slur on the fair oasse of the Punjab. 

The Premier, the hon. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan windiog np the debate, 
declared that he followed the praotioe of the British Parliament by promulgating 
the order under Section 144, Or. P. 0. His jgrievanoo was againat those who orn- 
niaed the demonatration to defy the order. It was agaiost the Oongreas creed. The 
demohstrators had iqjoiood over defying a Qoveriiment order. He would say that 
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they had defled not the order of the OoTornmeiit alone, but also the order of Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. Oonoludina, the Premier adrisM the studenta not to take 
part in such hooliganism. The motion was carried without a division. 

2Slh. JANUARY The Assembly adjourned sine die to-day without passing all 
the Draft Rules regulating the prooedure and business of the House. The remaining 
rules will be oonsiaered at the Budget session. 

Before the a^ournment, the House unanimously instructed the Premier to 
represent to the Qovernment of India to ameud Section 85 of the Government of 
India Aot in order to enable members to speak in the House in English, Urdu or 
Panjabi. 

The Premier, the hon. Sir Sikander Hyat Rkan^ informed the ITouse that a 
representation was made some time ago to the OoTernment of India and ho promised 
to press for an early amendment. 


Budfek Seaaion— Lahore— 23rd. February to lUh. April 1938 

Mr. Ranoa's Entbt into Punjab 

The Budget session of the Assembly commenced on the 23rd. Pebniary 1938. 
After question boor, Mr. Bari Singh asked leave to move an adjournment motion 
to discuss an order recently on Professor Ranga, a member of the Central Assembly 
and President of the All India Eisan Committee prohibiting his entry without permi- 
ssion into the Punjab for one year. The Speaker allowed the motion and fixed its 
disonsslon for the next day. 

The Honse then disonssed the draft rales of procedure and 15 of these wero 
passed, all the Congress amendments being defeated. 

24tb. FEBRUARY After two hours’ disonssion the Assembly to-day rejected by 
61 votes to 22, Mr. Bari Singh'e adjournmeut motiou oriticizing the order prohibiting 
the entry without permission of Professor Ranga. Mr. Hari Singh (Congress), in 
oriticizing the Government action, held the order to bo an justifiable. 

The Premier, in opposing the motion., said that he was unable to divulge the 
reasons on the floor of the House which would explain why he had agreed to an 
order against Prof Ranga's entry into the province. He was not sure whether 
Mr. Ranga himself knew that certain organizations in the province had arranged to 
bold meetings for accentnating mass feeling where they wanted Mr. Ranga to speak. 
It was to stop holding of these meetings that his entry to the province was banned. 
Any movement which was designed to overthrow the society by violent action was, 
said the Premier, to bo opposed. 

Adjournment Motions Disoubbed 

Four other adjourumont motions wero tabled, of which two fell through lack of 
support while two others' standing in the names of Lala Dunichand and Begum 
Raehida Latif were rnlcd out of order. Begum Latif s motion sought to discuss the 
satyagraha that is being offered by Moslems in connexion with the Shahidganj 
dispute. , , , . 

Lala Dunichand (Congress) read out his motion over the crisis created over the 
release of politic|L prisoners. The mover held that the crisis had affected every part 
of the country, espeoiaily the Punjab where several prisoners wero yet to be released. 
The motion was disallowed by tho Speaker. 

Finanoial Statement for 1938-39 

lal. MARCH The sound state of the Punjab’s fiuanoea, with au estimated 
surplus of over Bs, 50 lakhs, to which must be added the Government of India 
oontrihution of Rs. 11 lakhs, was revealed by the Hon. Mr. Monohar LaL Finance 
Minister when he introduced the Budget for 1938-39 to-day. 

The surplus was the more creditable in that eiooptional expeoditure had to be 
met consequent upon the introduotiou by the Ministry of the reforms, which oould 
not be included in the Budget last year. 

Referring to the situation whion faced him it tho close of the year 1936-37 tho 
Minister bm^ : 
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ol all^gianoe to the EiDg-Emperer. When Opposition members did not mind spending 
money in welooming other leaders, why did they grudge this small expenditure most 
of whioh had been spent in renovating the ancient durbar hall in Lahore Fort ? 

Diwan Chaman Lai asked if tho Premier had ever thought of spending that 
money on a reception for Pandit JawahaHal Nehru. 

Continuing, ^e Premier referred to the martial traditions of the Punjab, and 
said that membera who had spoken against Punjabis joining the Army, did not realize 
the feelings of the proud military people of the province. He, however, assnred the 
JHouse that the Durbar was not held to give a fillip to recruitment. 

The out motion when put before the House was lost by 90 votes to 28. 

An interesting legal point was next raised on Hr. ffari Singh's motion proposing 
to reduce the item of Rs. 55 lakhs on account of the constitution of the Special 
Development Fund by Bs. 100. 

ICr. Hari Singh’s out motion was then briefly discussed, only Diwan Ohaman Lid 
and the Premier speaking on it, and lost The guillotine was applied :to the discussion 
and the rest of the grants were passed. 

PnoHmnioN Movx in Punjab 

4th. MARCH The resolution moved by Raja Parman Alt Ehan recommending 
to the Government that prohibition be introduced in five districts of the province 
on the experimental basis was passed by the Assembly to-day. 

Mr. Mnilal Kalia^ a Congress member moved an amendment to the ^effect that 
immediate steps be taken to introduce prohibition on an experimental basis, in aU 
one important district in each of the five divisions of the province, that the sale of 
liquor be prohibited ; that lioenses, if granted, bo cancelled or not renewed in any 
village or town where the reaidenls objected to the oontinnanoe or opening of liquor 
shops ; and that a province-wide temperance movement be started. 

Members from all sections of the House spoke in favoulr of prohibition on ecenomlc, 
moral and humanitarian grounds. Members of the Opposition aconsed the Govern- 
ment of deliberately delaying the introduction of prohibition at a time when the 
Congress Ckivernments had already taken steps, in that direction and had succeeded. 

The Premier, Sir Sikander By at Khan, ridiculed the prohibition now in foroa iu 
Madras which permitted the tapping of toddy trees. 

Sir Swndersinf^ Majithia^ Minister for Excise, said that the Governmenfs policy 
in the matter of prohibition was the smne as that of the Government of India. In 
order to enforce complete prohibition thev would have to part with nearly one- 
efeventh of thmr total revenue. The Local Option Bill had been applied to 46 dis- 
tricts which were at liberty to go dry. Oonohidiug, Sir SuDdersiogn said that the 
Government had under oonsideration proposals enforolng prohibition in one district, 
and of slowly extendiug it to other districts. 

Mr. Eafirs ameiMlment was lost by 35 to 89 votes, and the original resolution was 
passed. 


71k. MARCH Fditioal, social and oconomio problems of the Punjab were dis- 
cus^ to-day. Mr. Gopiehand Bhargava^ leader of the Opposition, said that the eoono- 
mio condition of the zamindars had not improved ; nevertheless, the Government 
hid painted a bright pioture of the agrioultnrist in order to avoid a reduction in 
land revenue. The Punjab Government did not believe in the Indianization, for the 
poet of Yioo-OiaooeUor of the Uoiversity had recently been filled by a Enrop^a. 

Ifr. Abdnl ffaye^ Minister of Education, intervening, pointed oat that the post was 
not filled by the P^ab Government. It did not lie in their power. 

Gontittuing, Mr. Bhargava said that the Rs 50 lakhs, whioh had been utilized SB 
a development fund, would be '^eateu away bv travelling allowauoes.” He oritloized 
the Govemmenfa policy in the matter of releasing political priaonera and declared 
that in the Punjab there had been no change in the system of government. 


Sdk MARCH A thorongh overhaul 
efliwt an all-ronnd improveiMBt was 
ile warned the Government that 


of the Government maohinery In order to 
, Pir Akbar Ali, a Unfonistt to^ftl; 

they did not wake np the Oongrese would 

capture power. Congress opinion was voiced by Lala Duniehand who said ttio Bndget 
dm not oontain any proposals lor Improvement in any direotion. Khwafa Ghuiam 
Aiesirin, an Ahrar member, eongnAnlatiog the Finauoe Minieler •on the Budget 
•uggeetsd that apeblai develppaient fund ahould be devoted towards removing illiteracy- 
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Sardar Hari Singh (Congress) said that oat of a budget of Bs. 11 erores, a aam 
of aboat Rs. 8 erores was non-votable. He wanted to know whether the Panjab 
Goyernment had protested againt this provision in the Government of India Aot. 

Mr. Fagal Ellahi (Unionist) oongratolated the Finance Minister on presenting A 
balanced budget He said that the Government had worked a miracle in a short 
period. 

Mr. Kabul Singh (Congress) opposed the pr^osal to spend two lakhs of mpfes 
for the oonstraotion of residences for Ministers. He wanted that more money shoild 
be spent for the welfare of peasants. 

PniMiRT Eduoition Bill 

loth. MARCH After a full day's debate to-day the Assembly referred the Pnelab 
Primary Education Bill to a select committee. Mr. Abdul Haye, Minister for 
Education, moving the Bill, said the 1919 Aot had not proved very successful# The 
compulsion had been nominal. There had been very few prosecutions and the temish- 
ment negligible. The proposed measure sought to make girls’ education also Wf^pul- 
sory,' empowering the Government to compel local bodies to impose tasSnon for 
compulsory education, and in those areas, where compulsion had not been idfvnriaoed, 
to compel a boy, if once sent voluntarily by parents to school, to oomple^ir primary 
education and to extend the period of compulsion to five years. 

Sardar Kapoor Singh moved an amendment that the Bill be circu1ated4 He and 
several Opposition members argued that the Bill contained taxation proposals and 
sought to coerce parents into sending their daughters to school at an a«e when ordi- 
nanly strict purdah was observed in certain communities. The amendment was 
withdrawn. The House then adjourned till March lA 

Ministers* Tour 

14l]i. MARCH The allegation that the Ministers were sent on their tour of 
villages not for improving the Administration but for doing pi'Opagajda for the 
Unionist Party was made oy Dr. Mahomed Htiaaatn, who mov'^i a cut motion to the 
demand under General Administration. 

Chaudhri Eiaaat Alt, opposing the motion, pointed out that the Punjab Govern- 
ment were spending the largest amount of money on the benevolent departments as 
compared with other Provinoes. 

Mr. Harilal^ Congress member, said that no Admiaistratiooi^ least of all, the Punjab 
Government, would democratise itself when the Judiciary was subordinate to the 
Executive. Discussion was proceeding when the House adjourned till March 16. 

Shahidounje Mosque Restobahon Bill 

IGth. MARCH A dramatic statement was made co-day by the hon. fiftr 
Sikander Hyat Khan^ Prime Minister, that the Punjab Cabinet was prepared 
to tender its resignation if the verdict *of the House w^t against it on the Shahid- 
ganj issue. This was followed by the House refusing leave for the introduction of 
the motion of **no confidence" in the Ministry, sought to be moved by the Opposition 
member, Khwaja Ohulam Hussain, 

The Prime Minister •announced that in the interests fi the Province as well as in the 
interests of the Muslims of other Provinces, the Ministry had advised H. E. the Gov- 
mor of the Punjab against giving sanction to the introduction of Malik Barkat Ali’s 
Bill seeking inter alia the restoration of the site of the Bhahidgunj mosque to Muslim 
and the protection of such mosques. The Premier/i in the coarse of his statement, 
SAid that the Bill raised constitutional and other issues of a far-reaching character. 
If the Governor were to give his sanction for the introduction of suoh a measure 
here (Punjab), it would provoke similar Bills in ^hose Provinces where non-Muslims 
were in a majority for the restoration of many historic and important places of 
worship, originally belonging to them. The device proposed by Malta l^kat AH waa 
not going to restore Shahidgunj to the Muslima It would only increase the bitternesa 
and remove for all time the prospect of an amicable settlement. It was with these 
M^iderationa that the Ministry had tendered advice to the Governor to with- 
Aold sanction for the introduotion of the Bill. Sir Sikander continued: **Nevertheles8, 
of the special circumstanoes in this oase, my colleagues are prepared to abide 

w verdict of the House in this issue. The Cabinet as a whole is ready to tender 
if ihe verdict of the House went against it We are even ready to 
if tko vserdiot of a majority of the Muslim members disapproves of onr action. 
M our reatgnaAioo could restore the Shakidgunj mosque to MiisHma we are prepared 
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to resign.” The Premier appealed to his Sikh friends to reconsider the whole siiiia* 
tion, remarking that the reasonable attitude taken over this Bill by the aeore^ted 
representatives of the Muslim community who oonstitated the majority in the Leji^. 
lature called for a reciprocal gesture from their (Sikhs’) side. He assured the House 
that failing mutual agreement in the Shahidguuj dispute by the parties ooncemedv ^e 

8 resent Government would not fail to exhaust all the constitutional avenues open to 
lem to find a satisfactory and just solution of this problem. The Premier annonnc^ 
that the Oovernjment had under consideration means to ensure the due proteotioni of 
all places of worship, so that a repetition of the incidents like Shahidguoj would be 
impossible in fnture. To this end, it was proposed to appoint a small informal com- 
mittee of members of the House to advise the Government with regard to the pro- 
posals for legislation. In conclusion, the Prime Minister appealed to all patriotic 
persons to help the Government to find a solution of the problem. 

The Fatehwal Incident 

Discussion on the adjournment motion moved by Mian Iftikaruddin^ Secretary 
of tbe Ckmgress Party, on the ^^failure of the Police to maintain order at the publio 
meeting at Fatehwal near Amritsar on Sunday last and to protect the lives of the 
people assembled there, although due notice had been given to the police of impending 
truole”, gave raise to such confusion that the Speaker had to adjourn the House be- 
fore a verdict was obtained on the motion. Stormy scenes marked the course of 
the debate. 

Sardar Bohan Bingh Joah^ Socialist, declined to withdraw certain allegations he 
had made against a member of the Unionist (Ministerial) Party and was expelled 
from the House. 

Bepiying to the debate, the Premier, the bon. Sir Bikander Hyat Khan^ stated 
that the Police had not been sent to the vill^e owing to police preoccupations with 
the Mohnrram and also as trouble was not anticipated by the Government. The Premier 
requested the Leader of the Opposition to see that those Congressmen, who partici- 
pated in the disturbances and were responsible for the murder of two men, were 
ostracised from the party. The Premier went on to say that 90 per cent of the bad- 
mashes had become four anna members of the Congress. The statement occasioned 
such an up-roar that the Speaker was unable to maintain order and adjourned the 
Honse, saying **1 cannot allow disorder”. 

Sometime after the Assembly dispersed the Chamber bell called in the members 

again. 

The House was half empty when the Speaker said that he had sent for the mem- 
bers to take a final opportunity as tbe Speaker of the House to address them as he 
was not prepared to oontinuo as Speaker when the dignitj of the C&air was not 
being maintained. He said that whether a person was a thief or a daooit, he was at 
liberty to join any political party. Where, then, wm the cause lor creating an uproar 
on the utterenoe of such words as the Premier said.^ 

The Premier, Sir Bikander Hyat Khan^ explaining, said that he bad been nns- 
understood. He did not mean when he said that 90 per cent of badmashes had joined 
the Congress, that 90 per cent of Congress members were badmashes. 

Deunm Chamanlal declared that the Premier had made an unoalled-for attack 
on the Congress and if he did not withdraw those words, the Opposition membm 
wonld not participate in the proceedings and, thereafter, he with the Oppesittoii 
members walked-ont. . 

The Sneaker said that he bad no other alternative bat to resign. 

The Fremien, assured him that, so far as tbe Ministerial Party was oonoeined, he 
oonld expect from it the fullest co-operation. 

The adjournment motion of Mian Iftikharuddin^ which was the cause the eadier 
uproar in tho House, was rejected unauimously. 

VoTiNQ ON Budget Deminob (Contd.) 

18th. MARCH A vow to eschew every item of the *^rich man’s” meBO, snd 
lo live only on the diet of the poor was taken by a member to-day dnring a debate 
on the demend for grants on general administration. 

The member, Mr. 8, P. Bingha^ who represented the Indian Christian commwity 
in Gie Assembly, took the vow when he was voicing the grievances of certain Cgns- 
tian ooonpanby tenants of the Montgomery district on whom, be^eged, a MaU»M 
tax had mn levied whiob, Mr. Bingha said, was operating lhaxalily on them. Alter 
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^ B 01 MMM Miolster to remove the rn’evanoe Mr. Siogha said : I am 
im deedlj eanieat 1 dnafl not rest antil this moral injustice to bumanit? to removed 
•ad toad I fidter or grew oareleaa, I take a solemn vow on the floor ot this House 
thdfc 1 aball not taste the rieh man's food and shall live on the simple diet of the 
villiigsr vntil 1 have soeoeeded in getting the tax* removed.*’ 

245k, MAIICH :^Tlie need for an expert industrial survey of the Province and 
the inealoation of a national outlook in industry, supported by the principle of 
Swadeshi in all its aspects, was stressed by several speakers at to-day’s debate when 
the demand for a grant of Bs. 20 lakhs for the Industries Denartment was discussed. 

The mover of a out motiooj Bai Bahadur Mukundlal j^ri maintained that the 
saooem of the mdustrialisatiou depended on the standard of living of the rural 
popolation, but he regretted that the Industries Department was unhelpful to a 
degree. 

ChoudhuTf Tikaram^ Parliamentary Secretary, emphasised that the previous 
speakers had failed to take into account the Government’s generous apportionments 
for every iadustrjr as well as their provision of technical and whole-time exports 
for such industries, as textile weaving, hosiery, tanning and dyeing. There was 
the Industrial Bmearch Laboratory and special arrangements had been made to 
guarantee a minimum return on outlay in all approved trades. A Special Develop- 
ment Fuad had also been established and everything possible was being done, om- 
oulated to satisfy all except those who expected a new heaven and an earth within 
one year. 

25tk MARCH The debate on the cut motion to the demand under the grant 
tor the Industries Department oonclnded to-day after the Minister for Development, 
the hon. Chaudhuri Sir Chottu Ram had replied to the debate. The cut motion was 
lost by 74 votes to 23. 

To-day’s speakers mostly dealt with the general aspect of industrialisation and 
the debate was enlivened only by the reply of the Verelopment Minister, The 
latter gave oopius figures both about the Punjab and the united Provinces and 
demonstrated that the Punjab was spending a higher percentage of its financial 
revenues on industries than the neighbouring provinces. The Punjab was also 
speoding more per head of the populetion than the United Provinces. Everything 
possible was being done within the Financial resources of the province to promote 
both the spirit as well as the practical side of industrialisation as the Government 
fully believed that the future even of agriculture depended upon the prosperity of 
smtil industries. 

The Hissab Riot 

28th. MARCH :^Considerable heat was engendered this evening when the 
Congress Party sponsored an adjournment motion to discuss *^the failure of the 
authorities to prevent a recurrence of the commuual riot and the consequent blood- 
shed at Hissar on March 26.” After a full debate, the motion was defeated by 96 
votes to 31. 

Dr. Oopichand Bhargava, Leader of the Opposition, who said that he was 
present at llissar on the day of the rioting, stated that his party was not trying 
to make political capital out of the incideut but wished that officials, if their negli- 
gence was proved, should be punished regardless of their position and party affiliation. 

The Premier, the Lon. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, in his reply, assured the 
House that if on investigation, any official was found guilty of negligonoe, they 
would be severely punished. Referring to the criticisms about the Unity Conference 
son^oned by him, the Prime Minister said that if he had summoned communalists 
to the conference, it was because every side bad to be heard. The Premier added 
that the danger to the Province was not so much from those who were open 
communalists, because they could be dealt with without any difficulty, but from 
tnose pseudo-nationalists, who were creating communal trouble from behind the 
Boenes while having the words of nationalism on their lips. 

. 29A. march The guillotine was applied and the Assembly passed to-day 81 
for grants, amounting to Rs. 10 and a half crores. 
j, ^1^8 Premier, the hon. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, speaking on the Land Revenne 
remand, pointed out that in the Punjab 80 per cent of Zamindars paid land revenne 
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bolow Bs. 10. If the Government wonld rednoe the land zevenne by 50 per oent 
lamindare wonld not get more than five piee per head per month. That relief he 
aaidy was negligible and besides there would be a great loaa to the Government 
Genuine relief oonld be given to siimndars bv raising the prioe of eommoditiea. 
This wonld be done by enacting a Marketing Bill. The Premier oaloolated Giat by 
raising the prioe bv two annas per mannd of agricaltnral prodnoOf there wonld be 
seven orores of additional income to aamindars of the Province. 

Sunnog Law BmAinre Bill 

1st APRIL :«-Tbere were abont a doaen non-official Bills on the agenda. One 
of these was Lala Duni Ohand*a repealing the law of sedition. 

The Premier, Sir Sikandar Hvat Kha% opposing the Bill, said that he wished 
that there was no need for a sedition law, but the position in the Puniab was quite 
different He assured the House that he would not use the power unless it was 
Ifonnd absolutely necessary to do so. *During the last twelve months, he had received 
recommendations for proceeding against about two dozen individuals, bat had tidoan 
action against only one person. The Bill was, thereupon, thrown out 

AHn-PHOOKA Bill 

The Assembly neat passed the motion for oiroulating Diwan Chaman LaVa 
Anti-Phooka Bill for eliciting publio opinion. When the House met to-day for 
discussion for the first time in this session* of non-offioial Bills, Diwan Chaman Lai 
moved that the Anti-Phooka Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

Lala Oopal Daa^ member of the Ministerial Party, moved that the Bill be 
circulated for public opinion. He said that Punjab should wait to see the form in 
which such a Bill was passed by the Central Assembly. After the Bill was passed, 
they could make necessary improvements in Diwan Chaman Lai's Bill. 

The motion was supported by Raja Narandranatk and passed by 87 votes to 33. 
The House then adjourned. 

MnsXiXii Waxts Bill 

4th. APRIL :^The Assembly without much discussion carried the motion moved 
by Mr. Magbool Mahmoody Parliamentary Secretary, to circulate for public opinion 
his Bill entitled the *^Maslim Wakfs Bill”. The aim of the Bill was to establish better 
control of Muslim religious endowments and to regulate the use of their incomes. 

Mr. Maqbool Mohmood defended his Bill but added that he was willing to accept 
an amendment in any direction in which public opinion might consider it necessary. 

Explaining the attitude of the Government, the hon. Mian AhiU Haya^ Minister 
for Education, said that the Government would support the Bill if publio opinion was 
found to be in its favour. Special attempts would be made to ascertain the opinions 
of Ulemas. Meanwhile, the Minister concluded, the Government were not oonunit- 
ting Giemselves either way. The House then adjourned. 

UpROABionsIScsgEB IN Abssmblt 

7th. APRIL Uproarious scenes marked the proceedings to-day when the 
Speaker had to adjourn the House two hours before time because of confusion and 
disorder. 

After a lively question hour, Lala Dunichand wanted to move an adjournment on 
the propaganda carried on by official agencies in favour of Sardar Ganga Singh 
against Dr. Satyapal in the Assembly by-election in the Sialkot constituency. 
Mr. Amjadaliy Parliamentary Secretary, wanted to know if the Congress did not use 
the full Congress machinery in the Bijnor by-election in the United^ Provinces. 

At this stage, Baja Narendra Nath intervened to move an adjournment motion 
on Federation which was to come up before the Assembly on thp next day. The Lala 
maintained that he was in possession of the House and the Baja could not interfere. 

The Speaker ruled that Lala Duuiohand’s motion was ' out of order, as the Gevarn- 
ment had issued introduotions to offioiala. not to interfere in the elections and could 
do nothing more if in spite of that any Government servant worked against* the 
instructions. 

The Baja then pressed his motion when Opposition members described the motion 
as vague, frivolous and absurd. No nrgenoy, they said, had been established. 

The Premier intervened twioe to support the Raja's -motion* which he said was 
not so absurd as described by the Opposition. 

A voice : *^It is aboard uter alL*' 
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ZV. Oopiehand Bhargava^ Opposition Leader, pointed oat that notice of the re- 
solntion bad been reoeived by the members on April 1, If it. was urgent the Troa- 
snry Benches should have moved the adjoarnment earlier. 

Dewan Ckamanlal said that if the Party oonld not make ap its mind on a parti- 
ouiar resolation there was no reason why it shoald waste tiie time of the Honse by 
holding up its proper basiness. 

Jlfalik Barkatali submitted that the House possessed inherent rights to adjourn 
without assigning reasons. 

The Speaker was upholding Malik Barkatali's viewpoint when Diwan Ckamanlal 
pointed out that the Chair had twice rnled out the Baja’S motion and it was only on 
the Premier’s intervention that the Chair had revised its ruling. The Premier des- 
cribed Dewan Chamanlai’s statement as impudent 

This was the signal for disorder and confusion amidst which Diwan Chamanlal 
was heard to say, *^It is not a House, it is a tamaeha?' The Speaker asked the 
Diwan to explain what ho said upon which he asked the Speaker to address the 
Treasury Benches for explanation. Confusion and noise increased and the Speaker 
abruptly adjourned the House 

l^DiRAnoN* Resolution Passed 

8th. APRIL By 89 votes to 33, the Assembly to-day passed a resolation oppos- 1 
log the present federal scheme and asking for its revision. 

The resolation was an amendment moved by the Premier, Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan^ to a resolation by Lala Sudarahana^ a Congress member. The Premier’s reso- 
lution was as follows: *^Ihe Assembly considers that the Federal scheme formulated 
in the Government of India Act 1935 is unsatisfactory, and in view of the urgency 
of the problem recommends to the Government that the earliest possible steps be 
taken radically to revise the scheme in full consultation with all sections of the 
people concerned.” 

Land Alienation Amend. Bill 

1 Itb. APRIL The Budget session of the Assembly concluded to-day after 
passing the Alienation of Land (Amendment) Bill and certain rales of procedure. The 
remaining rules have been left for^'oonsideration during the Simla session.' 

The House was then prorogued. 
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Bttdget^SeBtion— Nagpur— lit. Masch to Sltt March .1938 

fiNAHfOIAL StATBVINT FOP. 1938-39 

The Budget session of the G. P. A Berar Legislative Assembly oommenoed at 
Ksgpnr on the 1st March 1938. The Budget lor 1938-39 was presented on the 
next day, the 2nd. March, by the Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. D. AT. Mehta, 
In doing so, the Hon. Minister said 

bad£^ of Bs. 4 and three-fourth crorea is all too small for the needs of the 
provinoe with a population of 16 millions, but within the time and the resoorGes 
available to ns we have endeavoured to minimise waste and readjust the burden of 
taxation, and maximise sooial dividend from public 'expenditnre. Given better 
oritioism from within and interference in the name of the Constitution from without, 
there is no reason why we should not face the fiitoxG in a spirit of subdued 
optimism.** 

The Budget shows a surplus of Bs. 80,000, receipts being B& 481.00 lakhs and 
expenditnre Bs. 481.18 lakhs. 

Striking a note of warning to the friends of the Government, Mr. Mehta said 
that he noticed signs of impatienoe and dissatisfaction at things not done to their 
order. He appealed to them to bear with them in the difflculties whioh were none 
of their making. '*By their impatienoe** the minister added, **they unwittingly play 
into the hands of those who never wished well of ns or of the great institution 
tinder whose direotion and control we haye^undertaken the reaponsibility of Oovernanoe*. 

The revised estimates for 1937-38 shows a deficit of Ba. 8.16 lakhs instead of a 
small saiplns of Bs. 77,000 whioh was anticipated, doe to an adverse seasonal fail of 
Bs. 10 lakhs under the head of land revenna. The exoise revenue eatimatea lor 
1938-39 allows a loss of Bs. 6 lakhs owing to the extension of prohibition of liquor. 

Deafing with new expenditure, Mr. Mehta said that out of a total amount of 
Rs. 84B5 lakhs, Bs. 10.10 luhs represented the usual commitments, Ba. 7114 lakhs 
the usual expansion of departmental activities and Ba. 6,71 lakhs for economic deve- 
lopment and improvement of rural areas which they proposed lo undertake in fulfil- 
ment of the intention to set aside a part of the revenue for rural welfare. Bs. 2 lakhs 
for improvement of rural development and MiDister*8 Vidyamandir scheme, Ba. 1.7 lakhs 
for the introdnotion of oompulsory education in Betul and other districts and subs- 
tantial fnnda had been allotted for extending medioal facilities in rural areas. 

Alluding to the special rural recoostruotion sohemea, the Finance Minister stated 
that the widget provided Bs. 2 lakhs for improvement of roral oornmnnications. 
Ba. 1 lakh for water supply, in addition to Bs. 4 lakhs from the Government of 
India grant, Bs. 24,000 for agrionltural demonstrations, Bs. 82^ for the encourage- 
ment of khadi, Bs. 70,000 for extension of medioal relief and Bs. 86,000 fox ensting 
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60 nural ee&tn§ in aoeordaaM with ih% •obtne of tho AH-Isdio VilliM 

Indvrtriet Anooiitkmi baaideo Bii tO^OOO lor ao Indiistriii iorroy of tho profinoo. 

Beferriag to ooonoioj offootod. he Mid that tho total mtIdi^ in 1037-88 amoiutid 
to Ra. 0-1-1 laUis^ beaiaea Ba. 3 lakha raaultiiia from measaroa takaa on the roaoBa- 
mandatioaa of the Batrenohmeat Oommittae and posaible further eoonomiaa would 
yield another Be. 0 lakha. 

Mr. Mehta, prooeeding, aaid that tiiay were reaorting to fraah taxation only for 
the pnipoao of finanoing tho aoheina of developmant, and claimed that the Iwden of 


would fall on tho ohonMora of tboao oapab(e of bMring it. fle aati« 
mated Ba. 2 lakha on aoconnt of enhanoomont of zamindart land reTonuo fn 
part of the year, Ba. 3 lakha in motor apirit Inbrioanta tax and Ba. 2 and a half lakha 
from emploTment tax. 

The Hinlater detailed the land rerenne and foraat oonoessiona siren to the peaaantry 
and aaid that the remiaaion of 12 and a half par cent in room to amall boldera in 
tile prorinoe would benefit nearly half the a^onltaral popnlation and would ooat 
Ba. 4 lakha to the exoheqner. The agrionltnral debt relief maasnre waa at praaent 
under oonalderation. They also had adopted apeoial meaanrea to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the aboriginal population of two and a half millioos, out of a total of 16 
miliiena in the provinoe by opening 36 apeoial aohoola in the oonrae of the next 
three yaara and by granting ooooaaaiona iU' foreat produce. 


Moron Taxation Bill 

After the preaentation of the budget, the Aaaembly devoted the whole day to a 
diaonaaion of offloial lorialative buaineaa. 

The hon. Dr. AT. A Khar^t C. P. and Berar Motor Vehicle Feea Bill, reviving 
the C. P. and Berar Motor Vehiolea Act, 1932, whioh eipirea on March 31 next, waa 
introduced, oonaidered and paaaed into law, without diaoussion. 

Moron Spibit Taxation Bill 

The hon. Mr. P. B. Chltl^s 0. P. and Berar Motor Spirit and Lnbrfoanta Thxation 
Bin waa reaponaible for a prolonged debate, the Opposition attacking the meaanre, 
fiiatly, on the ground of law, and aeoondly, on the faot that a Oongreaa Ministry, 
pledged to give relief to people, was bringing forward a meaanre, whioh would cause 
more unemployment, say the motor transport industry and oreata monopolies where 
none existed. After a debate laatiim over two hours, the measure waa referred to 
a select oommittee by 62 votes to 26. 

Bill Ixpoanre Tax on PkorisBXONB 

Dr. E. Eaghavmdra Rao* former Premier of the Oentral Previnoea and an Ex- 
Governor led the attack on the non. Mr. P. B, Qolif't next Bill, which sought to impose 
a tax on profeaaions, trades, oallinga or emplojmeni He eonteoded that the Bill waa 
a diaorimmatory legislation^ aa the Government did not tax all persons prosecuting a 
certain profession but singled out only those who were assessed to income-tax, for 
the payment of an additional tax of Bs. T per quarter. This tax was, in effect, a 
snrohaige on tiie inoomertax and was, therefore, ultra vim of the Legislature as 
only the Federal Government eonld impose it The Speaker reserved his ruling. 

GmixBAL DnoeaBiON os Bunenr 

3rd. MARCH :— The Henee began a general dfsouaslon of the Budget to-day. Mr. 
Abdul Ravak Ehan^ deputy leader of title Opposition, oriticixed the taxation meaaurea. 

Meaara. Bidagat Alt and K, 8. Abdui BMman (Moslem League) complained that 
the rights of Moalhma were not being, adegnately protected. The Premuu replying, 
aaanred them that the Oongress Miniilry wonld never be unfair to any oommunity 
or organiaatfon. Tha Wniatry waa tdting action against Oongreasmen, Labour spokes- 
men, Hindin,Mos)ems and persons of all oommnnities. who infriLged the law. Mem- 
bers of (he Hindn Sabha and some newspapers had also been warned, and some 
proseentfona were under oontempiation. Pandit R. A Shukla, Minister for Ednoa- 
tion, aaid that t^ anggeetion that the Ministry waa trying to strengthen its hold by 
making grants to certain instifafhma waa baaeleaa. Applications of five Bchools run 
by Oongreasmen had been refected. Mr. D. K. Uvhta^ replying to the delmte, a^d 
tSat the eooDomy oommittee appointed by the Government had not yet oonolnded its 
work. Ita ad Merim reoommandations anggesting aavinga to the extent of Be. 9 lakha 
M been aooepted by the Government The AsiemUy then adjourned. 
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Tbb Ol P. finAB InrAiioi Boa 

4lk MARCH :-Bj 81 fotot to 38 the Aeeemblfjptrried to-da^ the hoo. Mr. aM$ 
moti on for roforonoo of hie 0. P. nod Berar Finaaoo Bill to a Seieoi Obrnmittao- 
Dioonooion eentred on the point of order raised by Dr. Baghavmtdra Boa that tha 
Bill was uUra vir$$ of the Assembly sinoo it sought to introdooe disodminatory 

Tha Spiah&r ruled tiiat the Bill did not imposa a tax on inooma hat aimed at 
taxiim professions and hekt the same was in order. 

Messrs O. 8, Page, W, Bartlett (European), AbdtU Rataque^ Deputy Jioader of 
Gie Opposition, and Boo Saheb D. D. Bajw^kar, Leader of the Oppooitioa, Mr. 
Pandhari Patil, all opposed the Bill strongly On two gronnds. that the BiH was 
unwarranted and thgt the incideooe of taxation was ineqaitabk The last-named 
speaker eren went to the length of obaraoterising the measnre as iMlised loot 

Bao Saheb D, D, Bi^Jurkar, Opposition Leader, opposing the BUl protested against 
the imposition of fresh taxation which he thought was nojast and unfair to tax- 
payers who were already bearing the burden of several taxes. The Congress Qovern- 
ment, instead of rednoing the heavy burden, now came forward with fresh taxation 
measores for which they would have to repeat later, fle oonolnded by voioing 
strong protest against the new tar sought to be imposed on professions. 

Mr. if. P. Kolhe (Congress) asked the Minister to ensnre that the rural popula- 
tion was exempted from the operation of the present measure. He pleaded that Gie 
agrionltarists of the provinoe shonld not softer in oonseqnenoe of new taxation 
measnres. 

The Revenue Minieter, replying, stressed that they were taxing only those who 
were able to bear the harden. There ooold not be reasonable objeotion to the Bill 
as peasants ordinarily remain nnaffeoted by the provisions (d the Bill. The House 
assented to the Select Committee motion bat Mr. Bajnrkar claimed a division, whieh 
resulted in the voting as stated above. 


Yomre ox Budoxt IDiUixos 

Sih. MARCH Voting on* Budget Demands oommenoed to-day and the Assembly 
voted the entire demand under the head Jails and Conviot Sattiement^ on the motion 
of the Premier. Two token oat motions were withdrawn after 4 and a half hoars’ 
disoassioa. 

The qnestioa of jail reform was raised with speoial referenee to the olassifioation 
of politicals, amenities to piisoners and the right of M. L. A.’s to inspeot jails. The 
deiate xefwed uoaoimity of non-offioial opinion regarding the necessity for the. 
Qovemmeat undertaking reforms in respect of the sopply of food and the general 
treatment meted out to convicts, specially j^Uticals. (It is noteworthy, that at present 
there are no politicals in tkfs provinoe). Gosgress and non-Congress members 
described the oonditions as unsatisfactory, some Congress M. L. A.*s reoomiting 
their own experiences in prison daring the Givi! Disobedienoe movement five years ago. 

The Premiert the hen. Dr. N. B, Khare, declared that whatever had been the 
oonditions of the past, at present the position was undoubtedly better. He himself 
had been in jail and might have to go there again. There was no doubt that the 
thousands going to jail in porsuanoe of the Congress Civil Disobedience programme 
six years m had exercised a benefioient effect on .the jail administration in the 
oonntry. He was oonvinoed that the desired reforms would take a long time. How- 
ever, he intended to take np the qnestion shortly. Gontinning, « the Premier said that 
he felt strongly that politicals should be elaased separately 'from ordinary oonviots 
and there was no need for distinctions of any kind among politicals, (suoh aSy A B 
and 0 olaases). He hoped to undertake legialation for this purpose. 


8th. MARCH The Assembly witnessed the heckling of Ministers by members 
of the Congress Party, two of whom were also joined by Opposition members and 
^ere waa some angry exchange of words between the Premier, -the Hon’ble. Mr. N. 
B. Khare, and Mr. £>. Baghavendra Bao. 

Mr. Lokrae (Congress) asked if the Government wonld issne iDstruotioas to dis- 
teiot officers that they shonld supply information to members of the Assembly whioh 
the latter would seek, in the same manner as the Government supplied information to 
membora on the fioor of the Assembly. 

The Premier replied that the Government did not consider it neoessary to issne 
inoh instruotions. 


M TV’S a P. A BIfiAB C10I8l4iT[VE ABSIMBLT imam^ 

Mr. iiMT (Ooojprestt) mM tliit the C. P. iGbyernment, wImd Sir MoDtaga 
Butler wee Ooyeraor of the proyfaoe^ had ^asoed •« oiicalar urgiiig dialiilflit efloen to 
gnat atmilar iadlitiaa. Why aheohl the pnaeat 'Oovarament not laaiia m aimflnr oir- 
ooiar, he aakel 

Bfi Ba^utvandra Beov interyeniajg laid 4bB present lioyemment was more eenriie 
in aentali^ than the Ooyerment of fir Jlmitaga Batler. 

The Praieler •took atrong exception to the lomark of iDr. Bao and augad the 
Speaker to OKpnnge that portion from the prooeediaga. 

The Bnedber wd he would oonaider the aattec. 

A volley^c^npplemeutary qaestione was etepped only 'When the Speaker refnaed 
to allow more qneationa and paaaed on to Ihe next qaestioa. 

The reply el the Premier to the qneaficHi ehesmer the Soreroment would tidm 
atepa to get Jemmij 26 deolared as aj>ah&o hoiidiw in rieiar of its nattonal Impor- 
tanoe oonaisted of one word, *no.*’ Tnia oort repV offended some members of the 
Oongreas Party and they pat in a aeries of sapplemeatary qaeadoos. 

file Premier thenJimd informal discnssioas !vith 4 P(iemDer 6 oif the OoqgroBB Party 
and explained the poaition. 

The AaaemUy iwl, ao iar, disposed of two demands for grants,* vis^ Jails and 
Folioe, and the domahd nndor Education was still under discuasien when the Honae 
adjourned. 

9lh. MARCH Dr. Baghavendra Ba% was to-daj asked to ieaye the House 
by the Bpimker foliewing refusal to withdraw oertsin remarks, made yeatorday, 
to whioh objection had haeu taken by Oongress members. 

On being asked by the Speaker^ Dr. Boo said that the ndicial report of his apeeeh 
was oorrect fie still belmra in what he had sidd yesterdiw. No personal attaok on 
iSio Premier was meant If .ordered to withdraw the remaria he would do so. 

This did not satisfy the doogress benohes and the Speaker said that it he were 
in Dr. Bao*8 place he would certainly apologize ; bat he could not extract an apology 
fim an nnwilling member. 

PoBiFQHxiaiiT or EzacuKON or Dbobxxb Bill 

mka hon. Ur, P. B, (Tele’s 0. P. and Bcrar Temporary Postponement of Bzeontion 
af Dearees Bill was, after some discnsslon, referred to a Select Oemmittee. The 
Bill was opposed by the members representing landholders and oommeree consti- 
tnenoiei, wno alleged that it was aimed at nprooting the money-lending class. Xha 
Minister stated tbit the fears were unfounded. 

The hen. Mr. Oole presented the select committee’s report on the G. P. and Berar 
Motor Spirit and Lubricant Taxation Bill. 

XsTina Birzifni Bill 

The fionae also disonssed the C. F. Beyision of Land Bevenne of Estates Bill, 
whioh evoked a storm of opposition from the zamindars. The motion for the refer- 
eaoe of the Bill to a seleot oommittoe was still nnder consideration, when the Hoaso 
adjonmod. 

Thi PnomBmoN Bill 

lOlh. MARCH The Assembly to-day passed the Prohibition Bill amidst oon- 
gratnlationa to the Beyenue and Excise Minister, Mr. P. B. Oole from all aections 
of the fionse. The Minister aononneed that the Aot would oome into force from 
April 1. Piresenting the Bill as it had emerged from the Seleot Committee he stated 
that the prohibition policy of the Goyernment had received the support of all section 
of the public. 

The Bev. O. C. Bogers^ who was the only member to oppose the Bill when 
it was refmred to the Seloet Committee, aaid that, although ne a^i oonaidered that 
the Bill was an encroachment on individnal liberty he had no desire to oppose it 
since the whole country wanted the measnre. fie promised that 'Christians wonid 
co-operate with the Oovernment in making a sneoess of prohibition. 

<^As a medioal man,” said the Premier (Dr. N. B, Khare\ ”1 declare that liquor 
acts aa a poison.*’ fie oongratnlated his colleagne on the anooess of the measnre. 

Ebiazis Bayzirn Bill (ooutd.) 

The Q. P. Bevision of Land Bevenne of Estates Bill, introdnoed yesterday, evoked 
opposition from jagirdar and zamindar members as it aimed at enhancing hmd 
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imnw io jMlcdar! and asmiaiati ▼illasaa. It was oontanded that the aaootf^ of 
aotttiaat had saeB brota and that it was nnJnst to treat mirdara and somindiHra as 
ordiaan otSsena. Mr. (Me said that this contention wss nntenabie and addled that 
tha FnW Oonnoil in a deeision givea in 1912 hsd declared Hiat the person ooaoemed 
wart orwaarj citizens. The Governneni were not olaimins a foil share of whid- thef 
ware entitled to reoeira from the assets. 

The House agreed to refer the Bill to a Seleot Committee bj GO Totea to 88. 

Bamicnov or laiBBasa Boa 

llr. M: IT. Shareef, Lkw Minister, introdoced the 0. F. Bednotion of Interast 
Umeodment) Bill which soaght to hdp the debtor olsss bp farther sealing down the 
rates of interest on seoared as well as onsecnred debts. The liinister said that in 
▼iew of the present bad times the Btl! was a neoessitp. Dasoribiag it as a maasnra 
oalenbted to ezoite class war and oritioising the polibp of the Gorernment in fn- 
trodaoina a aeries of meaaares during the three or roar pears to uproot tha mow* 
lender cbm, Mr. if. G. Ckitnavia (sonih landholders) atronglp resisted the motibn fir 
a Seleot Committee and urged for its cdronlation for ellcnting pablio opinion. Mr. 
Oepal Dae Mohta (Berar oommereo) joined him and saggested that instead of briag* 
ing forward a meaanre of dushind the FroTinoialOorernment shonld move the Oentral 
Oovernmeat for a ohange in the ezehange ratio. Oppositioa members were however 
divided on the Kll. The House agreed to the seleot oeomiuttee motion withoot a 
division. 

FosiPOKiiaNT OP EiBonnoN or Daonaa Bill 

The fsmporarp poatenement of the Ezeoation- of Deoreea Bill was referred 
to a seleot oommittee. The Bill was opposed bp' membors representing landholders 
and oommeioe oonstitnenoies who aU^ed that it aimed at uprooting the monevlandlng 
ohMB. Mr. F. B. Gole, the Minister in charge,, said, that these fears were unfoandad. 
He also presented the select committee report on the Motor Spirit and Lnhrioant 
Thzation BHl. 

\ *TiDTi Msfdir** Soonu Ebcmimm 

18Mb. MARCH :«-OpfNiettion io the *'Vidpa Mandir’* (temples of lbaraiiM0 aeheme 
drawn up bp Mr. B. B. Shahfc, Minister for EdhoaMon, was voiced to^ei^ when 
Boo Saheh Bajurker, Leader of the Oppomtion. moved a cut of Bs. 1^JQQ9 under the 
dMnand> for edncaiioii. 

He oontonded^ that the scheme was impractibaUb and proposed that oidp Bs- 1,000 
shonld be set anart for experimental purpom. He was sapported Bfr; Q. 8. Fi^^e, 
Mr. E. 8. AbdaTBahsman, Khsn Bahadur MIrzn Rshstan-B^, and Mr. M. M. Huq, 
while Mr. Y. B. Ealapa opposed the out, 

The Moslem taemberB stated that the name ^Yidpa Mandir” was unaoeeptable to 
fhenr. aa ft' oonatituted an attack on lalamib: onEnre. Khan Bahadtir Bahman Beg 
said, that' if the> BCnistrp permsted in ^^foistiagf^ the aoheme an the Moslems thep 
would have tn appeal to the Governocto exevoiae his speoisi re^nsibilitp for tha* 
protection of the minorities. 

The Bav. G. C, Bogera sold that althoogh be had vet to learn that the aeheme bad 
the blessings of the Congreas ^^high 0 QBims&(F* or thai it was oonsidered praotioriUe 
bp ednoaliioBal experts, he was in favaur of ghring It a ohanoe. 

Mr. dMfcfd, repljing to? the oritioai pointed out that these;, wove as many as lAjOOO 
vill^es in the province without edimational faoilitles. The sohome was an attempt 
at liqnidatiag iuiteraop. Re oonoeded that it was an experiment hut he had ooaralted. 
the fimutee Department who wero oiearip of opinion that ft was cheaper than a 
sohmae for eompulsorp primary edncatiaa. 

The aeheme was prepared by ban in consultation wiih ednontloDal experte,. sB of 
whom except three bad testified to its praetioabilitp. M wan not inconsistent wkb the 
Viurdhs scheme and the Government had recently appomted a committee to draw up 
u syllabaB for the Mandir’* schools on the lues ef the Haripura zeBohdkm, 

having regard to the wardha sohene as well. As Io tbs Moslem objeotiQn te the 
name, he said that the MinistEy would not Insist on giving the name "IteuriSr’* to 
Urdu aohools but wanld rive snoh a name as wss aaceptable to the residenta of the 
loealitieB oonoerned. He had toured different parte ox the province for five months 
and drawn up the soheme after oonsoHing leaders of pnUio opinion. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost bv 53 votes. Mght members from 
the Opposition henohes remained neutral. The en&re education demand was then 
voted. The House then tsok up the mediosl demand. 
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IM. If ARCH :~Ijeper8 tnd the wlilch arfsa Iron flitlr nofte tt MfaCf 

In an nnrastricted manner were referred to the members in the Anaealmj tn-dl^ 
when Mr. if. P. Kholbe (Gonaress) moved a token oot drawing the attention of ihe 
OoTomment to &e problem and the need for urgent legislation for their oompoleory 
eegregation. fir. Knolhe said that daring recent years there had been an abnornuu 
fnorease in the nnoiber of lepeia, partionlarly in Berar, and the contagions ohaiaeter 
of the disease was impairing the health of the people. 

Ifr. Tamaskar (Goagress) snpporting the out said that both ridi and poor alike 
were affSeoted in Ohbatisgarh and while oases in the poorer classes were detected 
wlfhont difflonlty those amongst the richer Glasses remained hidden lor a long time. 
It was not only necessary to segregate persons bat it was also essential to see that 
the common village servants like barbers, washermen, water carriers, did not sorro 
sneh persons so as to prevent the spread of disease. 

Mr. dbdul RazaquB SJhan^ Deputy Leader of the Opposition, pointed ont that 
most of the inetitations treating lepers were mn on a charity basis. In Nagpnr it- 
self the menace of lepers was on the increase and he felt that in order 'to avert the 
danger of anoh persons using public phu)ee, like refreshment rooms, it was necessary 
to enact legislation for their oompulsory segregation. 

The Hon*ble Pundit JJithra^ Bf inister for llodioal and Pnblio Health Department, 
replying said that the Oovecoment had received reports of the increase in the number 
of lepers almost in all parts of the Province. The Government fully recognised the 
growing danger, but as memben knew, it was difflonlt to deteot disease in the early 
stage, partionlarly in the ease of wallrto^do persons. In oertain oases segrention 
would involve hardship as the . eanting member of a family may be involved and his 
segregation would render his family liable to stravation. The Government was examin- 
ing what steps should be taken short of segregation, to prevent the spread of disease. 
He, however, assnred the House that the Government would not hesitate to legislate 
for oompulsory segregation of Iqper if it came to the oonolosion that no other oonrse 
of action was open to it. 

Rlat MARCH The steps tsken by the Government to improve ftfrioulture were 
eulained by Pandit R. 8, ShiMa^ Mimatar in-oharge, daring the debate on a token 
OCR .moved by Mr. Abdul Razaqm, Chtiz]|i; Ihe example M Soviet-Rnssia and referring 
to Ihe^Bfforts made in America at sestriohon of orops with % view to stabilizing 
prioss, the mover urged speedy aotion not*only to industrialize ^icnltnre with the help 
of inmiements like traotors hat also to make it an economic proposition. Pandit 
JShnkfa said that the Government were not oblivitKis of the need for improving the 
quality of agricnltnral produce. The research laboratory at STagpur was oarryi^ on 
work on oattoQ, rioe, fruit and oil-seeds. Alternative orops, in view of the fall in the 
prices of ootton, were also being investigated, and in some cases they had fonnd gronnd- 
snt a snital^ alternative. The Government had parohaaed a tractor which was 
available to those who wished to employ it and this year they had reduced its charges 
to the aotnal working ezpenses. The economic condition of the cultivators had, how- 
ever, praolnded them from making a more liberal use of machinery. 

13ie activities of the department wer3 expanding and in coni auction with the 
etdya mandir scheme of education 86 new demonstration farms would be established. 
As for eoonoBiies in the department the Government were awaiting the report of the 
committee of 1937. 

The Government would open godowos at several centres to fsmiitate the marketing 
of crops. The crops would be graded according to qnality and steps would be taken 
to eliminate middleman's profit and to ensure that the oultivator got the mazimam 
retarn for his outtaref A majority of onltivators possessed uneoonomio holdings and 
the Ministry stood committed to improving their condition. 

The motion was withdrawn aud the House adjourned. 

22Bd. MARCH :^Tlie thin attendance in the Opposition benches, when the 
Assembly met after tea to-day, indicated that interest in the prooeadings had waned. The 
oiock struck five when the veterinary demand discussion was ooncloded, with * the 
result that the rest of the demands for grants, including some major heads like 
General Administration, Land Beveune, Excise and Forest, were gnillotined and voted 
without disoussioii. 

During the debate on the demand under the head Agriculture, speakers, (Confess 
and non-Oongress), pleaded for a drastic overhaul of the activities of the Ai^ooltarai 
Department for the purpose of seonring the maximum possible benefit to the ryots. 


_si Mis. % ] WABSMA BAFE OAHB BPI80D1! ^ 

When the Yeterioiry grant was next taken op, Mr. Abdur Jlazak Bum threngfa a 
token <out, drew attention to the imperative neceaslty for a good breed of oAle. 
There were, he said, two million inefficient cattle in the provinoe. These ahonld be 
transported to tracts where they wonid not be a burden, fle also nrged the Oovern- 
ment to start livestock improvement associations. 

The necessity for greater collaboration and co-operation in the activities of the 
Veterinary and Agrionltural Departments was einbhiiaued by Mr. Beokar 
Singh (Congress) who moved next a token cut Be said valuable results were possible 
•only if .efficient hands were employed in these departments. He desired the Ministeifl 
to consider the advisability of amalgamatix^ both the departments into one under the 
control of the Director of .Agrioaltare. 

FSndit R, 8. Bhuhla (Minister), replying, said that while there was mwdi that 
was common in the activities of the two departments, ^e Veterinary Department looked 
to the welfare of animals other than agrionltnral cattle. The Boyal Agrioaltnral Com- 
mission had also recommended, he said, that both the departments should carry on 
their activities separately^ However, he would examine the .proposal 

The cat was withdrawn and the entin demand voted. The ifioose then ailjoamed 
till 24th. March. 


WasDHa JEUbi Case Ensoni 

24ih. MARCH The .reseotment cansed in political circles daring the week-end 
over the release by the Ministry of a noD<%politioai prisoner, eonivioted in what was 
known as the **Wardha rape case*’* cnlmiaated to-day in demonstcattona ontside the 
Assembly and In commotion inside the Chamber. 

In the morning a procession, carrying black flags and pHaoards denonneing 
Mr. M. F. Sharerf, Minister lor Law, and also his oollesgaes. started from the City 
and hy the time it had reaohed Urn Assemtdy lufl it had swelled into a gathering of 
flOO women and 2.(XX) men. 

The prooessioniata tried to enter the Assemibly premises but Uie ^lolioe prevented 
them from doing so. Police Offioen and the Discriet Magistrate, who were present, 
tried to persuade the people not to rush in bnt a section jumped over the fenoi^ 
and marched towards the porch with black flags. Messrs. C. M. Trivedi and R. N. 
Baneijee, Chief Secretary to the Govornment and Secretary to the GoTernor res- 
pectively, watched the crowd. 

The Premier, Mr. N. B. Khare, received Dr. Phranjpe. Mrs. Bamabal Xambe, 
Mrs. Snshilabai Eothlwan, Mrs. Vimalabai Deshpaade and Mr. H. N. Qokhi^ who 
formed the vanguard of toe procession and assured them that as soon ae bis work 
in the Assembly was over he would meet them. After 25 minutes, the Premier and 
the Finance Minister. Mr. D. £. Mehta, accompanied by Mrs. Kale, received the 
depntatibnists in the Premier’s room which was guarded hy the police. 

With the crowds outside the gates members showed considerable agitatioo and 
reluctanoe to atteud to the business of the day. Messrs. Khaparde and Rajurfanr 
suggested that the business of the House be suspended to enable the Premier to meet 
a deputation from the demonstrators. The Speaker, however, did not agree to this 
and said that the legislative business was short and would soon be finished. 

The Premier left the chamber as soon as his motion for the oircnlation of the 
Prisons Amendment Bill was agreed to. 

At the interview with the deputationists, it was nnderstood, demand was made 
for the resignation of Mr. Sbareef and for an assuranoe from the Premier that simi- 
lar 'lapses” would not occur in future. It was also urged that these demands 
should be sent by the Ministry to the Ck)Dgress Working Committee. 

The Premier was stated to have Informed the dopntationists of the oirenmstanoes 
under which the release of the prisoner was ordered and the reasons that had led the 
Ministry to exercise clemency in this^case. 

The Premier was reported to have added that the matter was one which related to 
to day administration. He ^reed that there might be tkro opinions as to whether 
this was a fit case for the exercise of clemency under the powers conferred by law, 
bat then there wpuld be a difference of opinion regarding every case. 

As regards the demand tnat Mr. Bhareef shonld be oalled njpon to resign, the 
Premier stated that the Ministry was in the first place reejponsible to the Oon^ees 
Party in the Assembly and, through it, to the Congress Working Committee. 
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JtnBULPOBi Biots 

Anoilier feature of to-dsy’s prooaedfngB was a deUie on the JabMpore xiota 
raised ihroi^ an adjournment motion by a Congress member, Mr. K. P. JHUhra^ 
who eontenoed that police ofioera failed to take aoeqaate measarea to prevent rioting 
or to afford adeqoate protection to ottisens and alleged that the arraiigementa on the 
ooeaaion of JEfofi were not as efficient ss daring Mahurram, 

The Premier eapresaed his deepest concern over the matter and deploring the 
events which he oharaoterized as aymptoras of a disease in the body politic of the 

K ovincSb nndertoofc to investigate the matter and deal suitably with those who mi^t 
found responsible for the events. As for the inquiry oonducted by him regarding 
the Jnbbnipora riots during DuneraJ^ the Premier said that he had not oome to any 
ooDoloslons owinn to pressure of work but the report would soon be available. 

Mr* AKfkro then wished to withdraw his motfom Borne Opposition members did 
not sgtee to this and the matter was pressed, to a division when; by 66 votes to 30| 
the Bhuse granted leave lor its withdrawal. 

G. F. Fbxsosibs Act 

The House next voted supplementary demands and agreed to a motion for the 
dronlation of the Kll which sought to*amend! the C. P. Prisoners Aot in ordar to 
place pelitloal prisoners into a oat^ry separate from ordinary oonviote and to grant 
mem speoial facilities: in respeot.orfood and. other prison amenities. 

The. Assembly, in all, passed into law? five Bills, two of which were of interest; 
The first was- that of Mr. Mi P. whioh sought to preveut ohampertous. 

litigation. The geooud' related, to zevenne assesameutii m Berar., whioh would be 
poi^ned for fiVa years to enable the* Government to revise their land, revenue 
asaeanmot paKox. 

WauBA. Ban Gaax Bnaonr (CARD;) 

28tb.. MARCH >-With yeBterday*b^ dsmonatratiba fresh fh their memory three 
memheis. of the Assembly sought tnlis morning to disoass the* llinisiDiy^B action iu 
releasing; Jhffiw Hussun, who had been '^^mvieted along with another In what was 
known, as the ^ Wardha rape oaso.?* 

Messrs. A. Gavai and! Qkodieor (Hmrijan representatives) nd Mr. AT. Gf. 
Chiinavia^ (President of Provincial Hindn Mahasahka) tabled adjournmeBl motioaa* 
Kepjyiflg to the Speaker as to how the matter coaid be described as urgent Mr. 
Gaval said that the news of the retease had been kept a seoiet by the Law Miaisfer 
(Hr. M. 7. Shareef). He came to know of it only yesterday. 

The Ltm Minister stated tint Jaffor Hussain was ordered to be released on 
Febrnsiry 10 while the co^isoneris release orders were passed on January 81. 

The Premier, Dr. N. A Khars^ objected to the motions and said that the matter 
waa not of recent occunenee. 

Dr. E. Roghavendrm Rat> (leader of the OjipositionL intervening, said that the 
qaestion was one of oonstitutional importance, m that the pohoy now being pursued 
if the Ministry, might lead to its dismissal or resignation or to a oonshtutionai 
crisis, fie submitted tiiat the QovenimeDPs poliov in this respect had shaken respect 
for law and order as also the foundatious of society and its morals. Therefore, 
before anything happened, the House shmild get so opportunity of disonssiog the 
matter, fie snggested mat the Government should allot a apeoial day for such 
discussion and tne E^remier replied that it was always open to the Opposition to 
table a vote of ao confidenoe. Or. Bao said that it was not always necessary to 
table motions of no confidence. A oourageous Qoverameut would always face its 
Opposition. The Premier retorted that a oourageous Oppositiou would always move a 
vote of censure. 

The Speaker, Mr. Q. 8. Gupto, oonceded that the release of Jaffsr Hussain 
had become a matter of great public importance. It was not only a matter of pro- 
vincial importance but, in certain reapeots, of all-India importance. He was, how- 
ever, oonstrained to hold that it was not urgent in the sense in whioh aijournment 
motions were to be brought before the House. The motion could have oome np 
earlier, even on the first day of the session. He, therefore, ruled the motion out of 
order, and cited a mliog given by the late Mr. Y. J. Patel when he was the President 
of the Oeutrai Assembly. 
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finoLimoir (nr Ftonuxioir 

Whan the atom orer this Inoident tnd the edjoammeot OMttoiis had anbdded l!he 
House proceeded to discuss the reaolutlon on Federa^iu tabled by the Pfwwdm* 

The resolution stated that the Federal^ scheme ^onld, far from hrtagiBg ahoel 
all-India nni^, proroke forces of conflict between the pitrHnoes. andTmev IMIaB 
States ; and that this Assembly hoM that the Qo?emment of Great Bfcitbtai will 
respect the wishes of the people of India and imapidiately deyise means, eten loif 
transitional purposes, to set up a Central GorernnMt free from the obieotionahle 
features of the Federal scheme of the Gofernment of India Act, to be efbifid la 
consultation with the responsible proTinolal goremments and national leaden." 

The Premier, in his speech, said that it seemed to him that Great Britain ooald 
be made to realise the diffloulties in the way of briodim Federation to froition. He 
referred to two conflicting statements, one by loM Lothian, that the oonsMtuflea 
was far from rigid and the other by Sir Bamnel Hoare, that it was rigid aikl 
inflexible. Nobody was opposed to the idea of Federation but the greatest defect la 
the present scheme was that it tried to weld together British India and ladiaa Biatsa, 
comprising as they did, different political derelopments. It was Incompatible wiGi 
domocraoT and responsible Oorernment. The scheme had largely been erblfod bf 
a desire to avoid the issue of extending responsible Gtovernment & the Oendra. 

Mr. T. J. Kedar, supporting the resolution, referred to liord Reading's sp e ec h 
at the flrst Bound Thble Conference which **olear]y showed that the underlying Idea 
behind the seheme was fear of the Congress as also the fesr ososed by the dmnaafl 
for independence and the right to sececTe from the Bmptre. In ail 13 msmbcrt spoke 
and the debate was in progress when the Honse adjonrned. 

Besoribing the Premier's resolution as a garland threaded with the fading flower* 
cl Hbmlism pioked np in the backyard of llr. Bastii, Dr. N. BaghavmktrmEtto made 
a trenchant attack on the Congreas attitude towards Fsderatien. The resointion, he 
added, was full of the spirit of raooourous mendiosnoy, which stood In strange eon» 
tnat with the inaurrootionary psyehology of the •resolution on Oonstltnent Aaacmblf 
which the House passed last year. Dr. Bao felt that the ^resolution olastly faidleated 
that the Gongrest birds, after six months of hybernation, were Inollned to aeoopt tb* 
logie of the Government of India Act. The glittering generalftioi of the Ooigress 
Jlauifesto were being explained away by ingenuons argnments, backed by their drilled 
majority in the provinoeo. The fact of the matter was that wHh power aad 
responsibility Congress Ministers had changed their polHioal outlook towards the 
Osostitution, although they atili seemed to him to be snfferhig from the effsols ef 
political alcoholism following an unexpected viotory^st the polls. 

Dr. Bao did not think that the difficulties crested by the coming ha of the SistsS 
as undamoorstio nnits of the Federation were ao great as either to neoesaltate ibsa- 
donment of the Federal plan or the enactment of n new Coostitntios for the Oentnti 
Govemmsnt for transitional purposes. He did not think that the Statea, at any rate 
the most progrsaaive of them, bad not ImMbed FederH apirlt Hush of the treubio, 
he said,, was due to the failure of the Congress to reoonoile Its diffevenoes with the 
Muslims snd other miaorities and the Bulera of ludian Btates. To ezoludh the Btates 
SYen for traniilory purposes was to provoke a otvil war f* India. Aa the provinees 
had no enforceable sanction to create another struetare In the place of tiie Fedora* 
tion, It would be folly to attempt to wreck It He, tberefore, enggested that "ftt 
view of tbs declared attHnde of tbe Indian Oowesa^ Ike MnaHm LeMe aad othee 
pplitioal organisations towards the scheme of Federation and In view of the prsotlesi 
diffionhies to start the new Federal Government on a stable basfa, the Brttlah Govera* 
ment ahould authorise the Governor-General and the Crown represestatlfe to oall 
Into oooferenoe, at aa early date, representatlTee of the Btates, the profteoes and 
hmden of Indian opinion for the purpose of resoMng the eximng differonoee aad 
for determiuiag the oourse to be pursued hi the of the prevalltag poBtloal 
oizoumstaiioeB’*^tnd movsd amendment to thsteffbet 

Rblsasb or Ommeii 

After nearly two hours' debate the Asaembfy rrfeoted by 65 fotea to lOL 
Mr. E. G. JLhaaarde'a adjourument motiott to^ diaouss the poUoy of the 

Gpvmment In relessiog 65 oooviots undergoing huprlsonmaBt for varione offsaouh 
Mr. Khaparde (Univeisiiy representativo). the mover said that the powers eenfei^ 
ua tbe Government under seotiou 401 of the Criminal Prooednre Coda did aol 
toupewer it to not aa a Court of revision, but to aamlae it la exo(tottoaal *imm« 
88 
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tnly. Br- wIimIuk p«mm iAom idtflMiM nond fnm ^ewu Imrt to 
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Smi'TSTkom to dD with'th/ cMdfiBt 

M Mltd ttrittfly in • 

Sr. If. A KAorv (PratelriB the oonzae of a apiiiled defense of the Mhilatr^hi 
I flHd the GoferoiMBt had not done anytiiiiy b^fond the powefB vee^ 
dnder that aeothm lad been enlargedr by aa amapdoeal io 1183 

^ tte CkrreninMat to ezeniae lie diaofetkm In a wider aifliefo. 

; had antad ahaohitaiy liirfy and no partiality was ahowa to priaonera 
lha le&aaaa had not oanaed a^ hreaoh of me ;paaoe. 
Jn^ and Nofembar last yaw the Qofemmenl had 
36 zeLenaed by the pieeiona Oamnnaeat dnriiia the 
ihowed 'tel teie had bean no deiiation tern jwlieiu 
matea teinoB df the namber of .priaonera relaaaad eaeh year tea JiDSi Dr. 
a elalaa that teae who aaodaad the Gofemaanl of indlaorirtinale r ' 
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OlfflOIAL BILLS PASSED M 

The miMloo was meeat neither te oeel n refleotfoii on pest or present siembere 
of the Berftoe, nor did it implj that the reUtioiie between the members of the 
Ssnrioes mid the preeeat Gofomment hid been wthfaig but generally cordial, 
obserrad the Premier iDr. JV. B. JDbars). He said : '^'We have in foot been, generally 
leoelving loyal asstataaoe from them. My quarrel is with the system of recrnitment 
and the oontrol of the aervioes by the Seoretary of State, which has been foisted 
on ns by the Ooveminent of India Aot If we are going really to have a change in 
the adnuslstralion of India, making her self-^mveming, tfim ft is absolutely anomalous 
to nesf the reomitment and oontrol of the Servioee in . the hands of the Seoretary 
of B^*for Infia. It Is absolutely inoonsistent with the portion we are ohdndng 
lor India.’* 

Ihn 0. P. FvAnct Bill (oostd.) 

The House ihen oonsidered the 0. P. and Berar Finaiioe Bill, which Imposed a tax 
on profbasion, trade, ealling or employment as reported by the seleot oommlttee. 
The Bill was, after aoom diaoossion, passed into law. 

Laid Bivnrai Ebta» Bill (oortd.) 

saih. MABCH The Assembly passed into law the Bevislon of Land fievenue 
TSMtm Bill on the motion of the Beveuue Minister, Mr. P. B. Goto. The 
object of the Bin was to enlaife the finanolsi resources of the Provinoe enabliiig 
the Gtovemment to meet the expenditure on the growing needs of the rural population. 

The Bill empowered the Ctovemment to Increase the revenue payable In neariy 
106 Zamindari estates to the extent of Bs. %fJOIXO. Opposition afiempts to reduce 
the amonnt failed. 

BaDwonoi or Immisi Biu 

Biaouaaloa on the reduotion of Interest Bill was In progress when the House 
adjeomed. 

Sim. MARCH i-The Assembly came to a olooe to^y after the House had 
passed two Bills and oiroulatod a tliird for elioitiDg public opinion. 

The first, the Beduotlon of interest BUI, substantiaUy reduced rates of interest on 
seoured and unaeoured debts. 

So s H u miwr or Ex s o uno x or Baoniis Bill (oortd.) 

The second, the Temporary Suspension of Execution of Decrees Bill ^med at pre- 
wtom amney-lenders and others from trying to take possession of an indeoted 
egrioiiltarist's property pending legislation to relieve distress. 

AemouLTUBiSTS Bsuir Bill 

. Mr. P. B. Gols, the Revenue Minister, introdooed the third Bill, to make provi- 
sion tor the relief of agriculturists. The Bill while retuning the main features of 
me Debt Omciliation Act, sought to remove its weak points by conferring sufficient 
jtowm on debt relief courts to deal with reoaloitrants. The courts established under 
me ^ were entrusted with the duty of reducing principal on a graduated scale ac* 
omiM to the fall in land values. Deotors who wished the decrees against them re- 
vpm and soalim down would benefit by the new measure. 

oiroulation of the Bill, Mr. CMe said that the problem of agricultural 
roughly into three stages, first, relief of excessive ind^tednesa : 
^nc, provision thereafter of the minimum credit necessary for the continuation of 
and thirdly, estaWshment of the habits of thrift and better methods of 
tet M toees ^ marketing tooilities. The present BUI dealt with the 

of the Bill was its application with retrospective effect and the scaling 
u interest by ft per cent tor debts incurred before December 

so* loS * 7 ft ^bt inouried between January 1, 1926 and September 

brUpwoMtiatlMOMa ofattdebtB ftonOotobti 1989 to Muty 1, 
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Pk'oceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Winter Session— Cuttack*— 24tli. January to SUi. February 19SS 

Mapbab Ebiatis Lard (Obissa Abend.) Bill 
After s strenaoos sitting for 11 days the second session of the Orissa lisglslrilfS 
Assembly, which met on the 24llu January 1938, was adjourned till the %th Fsbrssrf. 
During uiese few days the Hon. Mr. Biewanath Das, Premier^ suooessfidl^ piloted 
the Madras BSstates Land (Orissa amendment) Bill. 



.41 m. « 1 E8TATBS LAND 0BI8SA AMEND. BILL 861 

On tlims dUterent oooasions the Hon. Mr. liukunda Proaad Dae, the speaker, 
was called upon lo give his rnlings daring the disonssion of this Bill. On the first 
oocasion the Baja Bahadur o/ Khallikota wanted that the disonssion of this Bill 
■Shonld be post^ed till the Select Committee’s report on a similar Bill of Mr. 
M. Patnaik was available. This was rnled out of order. On the second occasion, 
on a point of order raised by the Premier^ the Speaker ruled that Mr. Af.(7. PatnaiVe 
amendment to CSaose 6 of the Bill was perfectly in crder if a porticn of the last 
sentence be taken out. On the third occasion the amendment of the Aa/a Bahadur 
of Khallikote empowering a landholder to recover from his ryot the entire amount 
of cesses payable nnder the Madras Local Board’s Act was ruled out of order. The 
speaker’s rulings satisfied all sections of the House. 

For the oppositiou Mr. M. G, Patnaik and the Baja Bahadur of Khallikote 
eontested almost every clause of the Bill tooth and nail. Mr. Broiasundar Das, Mr. 
Latifar Rahman, Mr. Beerakishore Behera and the Raja of Badolhemidi were also 
vary kooa in opposing the mea^are. 

Mr. B. K. Boy, the Advocate Gonoral, had to address the House twice during 
the discussion of the Bill. He clearly explained the legal significance of the amend- 
ing oianses and suooessfnlly refuted the charges that the Bill would make the 
untouched seotions of the Act unworkable and would give rise to nnneoessary 
litigation. 

The Am. Palace Murder Case 

An adjonrnment motion was moved on the 2nd. February by Pandit Oodavarxe 
Miera for disousstug a gross slnr on the British administration and character of Oriyas 
as a people as had been pointed out in a judgment of the Patna High Gonrt arising 
out of the appeal preferred by 6j. Nanda Kiehore Dae and others against the decree 
of a sub-judge awarding damages to the Raja of Aul and others. 

Great indignation prevailed in the House when Pt. Oodavaria Miera gave a vivid 
desoriptiou of the ^^pitiful and appalling” story of the death of the unfortunate girl 
^‘Eanak” in the *'dark dungeon of the Raja’s Palace.” 

Swami Bichitrananda Das, 6j. Pyari Sankar Roy, Sj. Nabakrishno Choudhnry, 
naja of Badokhemidi, Mrs. Sarala Devi and Sj. Lokenath Misra, who spoke on the 
motion, complained about the Police and the Magistracy taking sides with the landed 
aristocracy. After a full debate for an hour and a half the motion was withdrawn after 
the Premier had given an assurance that he would examine all legal questions to see 
that such nnfortanate inoidents did not oconr in future. 


Legislation in the Session 


I^islation daring the period was both important and varied. Three Bills were 
passed while two others, the Bill to amend the Orissa Tenancy Act and the Orissa 
Midwives’ and Nurses’ Qualifioations Bill, were taken up in the Budget Session. 

Of these the most important was the Madras Estates Laud (Orissa amendment) 
^il, which was also the first tenancy legislation of the Congress Ministry in Orissa, 
^e Bill was introduced in the September session of the Assembly and referred to a 
Select Committee. The Bill, which had been necessitated for nving relief to the 
ryots of private proprietory estates in the area that had been ceded to Orissa from 
Madras, by fixing a fair ana equitable rent, was passed by the Assembly on the 5th. 

. Xne rent on private proprietory lands in the ex-Madras area (^Raiabhagam’ as it 
16 called), was genei ally calculated on the basis of the cash equivalent of half the gross 
produce while of ryotwari (Government) lands it was half the net produce. The 
present Bill made it imperative on the Collector settling rents to have remd to 
me rates of rent prevailing in the nearest ryotwari area for similar lands with 
similar advantages. The Bill also allowed a margin of two annas in the rupee for 
zemindary rents over those of ryotwari areas. In its operative part, the Bill allowed 
w teuant to apply within three years of the passing of the present Bill into law 

ground that it was higher than it should bo. And the 
^lieomr would thereafter scale it down to the proper level, an appeal, however, lymg 
from him to ^ fiewnue Oommissioner. 

Biost difficult amendments that was disposed of was moved 
torv i^Aadtir ef Khallikote. It proposed that as the ryot in private proprie- 

of oot pay to his landlord more than two annas in the rnpee in excess 

ihA fill' < P^viiling in ryotwari lands in the neighbonrhood, so the under-ryot or 
mo uuer of the soil should not also psy to the ryot anything in excess of the 




oi&BSitEirAirorAotAinin). Biu. ik 

repoiioii ilieOfiiNlsiiaBiqr Aot AmmdingBiU forc^^ The BOl ained it 
timaMition of tha aratatioo fae, giving tenaais the ri At to oat traea, xodaoiag 
intmat fron la and half par oant to 6 per oant and abolnhing all the illa(^:lavi^ 
m.Braja$9mdmr Da$ moved the re^nroalatkm of the fiUL aa reported by the ISeleot 
Oommittea for obtaiiriiig farmer opinion. Mr. ffantifigo, oppoflnng Mr. Dna’a motioh, aaw 
no ground for oixoolation. The meaaore whioh was long ovwdue shoold not be deuied, 
8ai<rthe Minister. Mr. E, BaJmam rapported the motion lor oironlation. Mr. 
Plfarimaiktr Anf stated that the Bill did not propose the abolition of landlords as a 
olsss, bat proposed to take away the rights from the semindan to whioh they were 
not entitled. He wanted the semindan to adjust themselves to the ohaaged oonditions. 

The Zemindar of Madhwpmr and £haa Bahadar .dhaiad Buz supported the 
oironlation motion. Hr. BidnUnmanda Da$ stated that the Oongress was pledged to 
do good to the arsatsat majority and extended protection m every olaas. Mr. 
Biiwamath Bekra (Depressed olaas representative), opposed the motion and stated 
that the measure will be a great boon to. lyota. The •disonasion had not oonohided 
when the House adjourned. 


26lh. FBBRUARY Stating the Oovernment's position, Mr. BimfomBk Bos, the 
Presuer, said that it was the intention of the Government to make the ryot feel that 
he was the owner of the holding he eultivated. There had been an unneoessary o^ 
to the effsot that the BiQ was expropriatory and revolutionary. The Government oi^ 
proposed to give bask to the ryots their natural rights and were alive to the diffl- 
onlGss of aamindars in introduoing this legislation. The Orissa Government, he said, 
were more sympathetio to the landed ariscrooracy tiian other provinoiid Governments. 
Whus other provinoes had been launohing legislation to levy death duties, snooession 
duties, and imoaltnral ineome-tax. the Orissa Government had not thought of these. 
The motion for elionlation was put to the* vote and lost. 

Mr. Brq/ammiar Bos moved another motion for rsoommitting the Bill to a Ssleot 
OoiUiittae lor leoonaideration. In moving the motion Mr. Das said that tiie prfnolrie 
h^vad in Ae BUI had not him safBoientiy disonased by the prsivlM i^fimot 
OonunittesL 

GHL EUmmmdQ KmmwoQ said Oiat the House was oommitted to the prinoiple of 
the BiH when it refoned m BUI to the Seieot Oommittoe. As renrds the tranMer- 


abilite of the holding tl amendmenta were disoussed in the SeTeot Oommittea. If 
this had in any way Impaired the proprietory right of landlnds it should beriisonsaed 
when the relevant seption would oome up before the House. 

The BUI proposed to give tiie ryots baok what was their due. The wishbs of the 


majority, Mr. 


oontinued, most be xespeoted and the greatest gotfd of the 

Am _ • as % — A • ^ « _ A* A 


grsK number must be aoMeved, the aode^ must aooordlngly 110 adjusted on that 
basis. There was no uusation of extinaoishina any seotion. There i 


must be rsadinst- 
outAonti ot MdiDg ghoit 


Unra m. M qoMtkm of a^r 

of rigkfi ud than ma m oontim of leBtiiDeBlal 
whan than ma aoM. 

lha of J fa dhm w r naa ta aappart tta Buthm. 'Whaa ha waa nadba 
Ktmia fnaa pnaaad^ of Ito Bahot Oonuaitlaa, tha 8p$ah$r dnw faia atiMtfo. 
to nUa wbieh did not paaaait dtaeaaaiw ot aajtt^ anapt what had a w aand ia 
tha nport af tha Salaot^Naaiittoa. 

At tide stiM Mr. f^mumdu Jfobeiil|i{relsrTed to the Bevenne Osasmtarionsi^^s 
^inipn on theOrissa Tonanoy Act Amendment BUI in oeorss of whioh it had been 
steed that Ais BOl would extiagnl A thousands of sssaU landlorda. He wanM to 
haav what waa nd^ aaaaat tor aaaaO landl or da. 

.Paadft Mtnari Mitn am nqaaatad tiia Baftaaa Miaiator to — tta 
Ham tt to what waa tha Hea «t daaaa n at to a halwaaa aaMfl aad Ug laadfiada.' b 
aarijr tha Btmmm MhMir ataM ttat it waa JaganUla to aav aa to wtat waa 
’N^aaaaat bf aiaall kadlaida. Bat ha add that OmwaiaUjBB’ 
aatttad aato t aa ia tha Bnrian d Oriaaa. lha Baa. Hr. JRtoMaaada JBaa. 

aaaatthnam to wUoh at had tom alwagra thair aaiaanar to ha : 

Bato lb KMaaia add 

tha atmtjr af taaaataahbllHy aramHtfanfanhlttti aC r — 



it had 
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be a osefal member of the society ooDtriboting as best as possible to the welfare of 
that sooietT. If the interest of a few conflicted with the interest of the larger num- 
ber then that interest ought to be sacrificed. 

The House again divided and Mr. Brajo Sundar Daa'n motion for recommittal of 
the Bill to a Select Committee for reconsideration was lost by ll to 30 votes. 

The motion for consideration of the Bill was then passed without any 'division and 
the Bill twas |taken up clause by clause. The Assembly then adjourned till the 
1st March. 


Financial Statemsnt for 1938-39 

1st MARCH :-^Tae Orissa budget estimates for 1938-39 was presented in the 
Assembly to-day by Mr. Biswanath Daa^ tho Premier. It showed a deficit of Ks. 
2.48 lakhs. The revenue for the year is estimated at Rs. 192.08 lakhs and expendi- 
ture at Rs. 194.5G lakhs. 

The features of tho Budget Include provisions for remedying the flood menace, 
rural development, medical relief, the reduction of the irrigation cess iu North 
Orissa, the abolition^ of fees in elementary schools in North Orissa and the Introduction 
of prohibition of opium in Balasore district. 

Mr. Das said that a serious attempt was made to close the current year with a 
surplus by practising rigid economy. 

The Premier stated that provision has been made for sinking 1,CXX) wells annnally 
In the villages. A marketing officer has {been appointed and the system of subsidized 
farms wotUa soon be instituted. The Department of Agrioulture was introducing new 
crops, and a three-year programme had been drawn up for frnit onltivation. 

The loss on the prohibition scheme in Balasore was estimated at rupees one lakh 
next year. The Budget has provided Rs. 5 lakhs for communications. In conolosion 
Mr. Das said : *We tried in our humble way to give effect to the oonstrnotive pro- 

S amme that had been laid down by the Oongress during the past few months that we 
id been in office. The difficulties of the problems of Orissa are inherent in themselves. 
Our wants are many but the resources limited. The evolntion of a new system of 
^ministration under widely different oonditions requires careful thinking.*’ 


General Discussion of Budget 

2nd. MARCH t— The general discussion of -the Budget commenced to-day. Mr. 
Latifur Bahman^ in opening the disoussion, said that the Budget bad been prepared 
with a view to help the people in raneral. But be was srroy that nothing had been 
done for Muslims. It seemed the Government were keen to protect the canal system, 
bnt no serious attempts had been made for protecting the ffood affeoted areas. 

Mr. Evana ooogratniated the Finance minister for the budget as a whole. He 
was surprised to see that no mention had been made in the budget about the new 
Capital and the oonstrnction of the bridge. He also oongratnlated the Oovemment for 
bringing no new tax proposals and also for the deoision to help the indoatry. Khond 
hills were negleoted before and they had been ebandoned now. While lakha of 
rupees would m spent for Eorapnt Agenoy, proper attention had not been given to 
Oanjam Agenoy.^] Before granting more power to looal bodiea, Mr. Evans pleaded for 
a thoiongn enquiry into the working of the local, diatriot and Union Boardn. 

9j. SadkmMran Dan (Congress), while appreciating • the bndget, pleaded fur more 
attention to ftood-affeoted areas. , _ 

6^ ^mrakriakara Eehmn did not .oonaider the Budget to be a aatiafaotory one. Ho 
attempt hid been made to redeem the pledge given by the Oongreas during eleotione. 

Br^oaamdar Daa next rose to speak on the Bndget He did not see nny new 
orientation in it and ionnd the same old autooratio hands in the Budget He eon- 
plained about the i^reatment meted out to landlords, and apeoially eritioiaad the 
Tenanoy meaaures brought forward by the Qovemmsnt 

Mr. Abdut 8Man Khan said that hia oommnnitv wu ednoathmally baek- 
ward, financially poor bnt politioally a potential power. He ipgretted that no proviahm 
been made in the bnd^t for the ednoation and uplift of Uie Maelima. He wae 
glad that provialoBa had been made la the Budget lor oombeting leprosy and asalsrin 
m the proTinoe. He pleaded for pore water fir Onttaok and High Cenrt for Orina. 

8i. ryori Sankar Boy (OoimrMa Labonr) in meeting some of the eritMem yd* 
vanoed by the opposition Mud ust there — — * ' 


. said thiM there was , aa^e proof to show that the pmnl 

•semptiiig pnasaiy aonooi amaiMiv in mertn uttaM ziom pajing saia IMI yoigMi 
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partjr had redeemed some of the election pledges. He also congratalated the Premier 
for the Tenancy Laws for giving relief to tenants. 

In oonclosion 8j. Roy pledod for appointment of staff for inspection of factories 
In Orissa as they were not getting justice under present arrangement. He pleaded 
for immediate application of the Payment of Wages Act in the province, fle also 
appealed to the Government to do away with the system of pressing oil by hnman 
labour in jails. 

Mr. Af. 0,Fatnaik described the Budget as an electioneering campaign. He was 
In possession of the House when it rose for the fday. 

3rd. MARCH ^Afr. M, Q. Patnaik resuming the general discussion of the Bud- 
get pleaded for the introductiou of lift-irrigation as without storage irrigation would 
not be successful. Referiing to the abolition of fees iu primary schools of North 
Patnaik wanted to know what compensation they were going to give to the 
poor teachers. He accused the Guvernment with sanpression of facts as the fact of 
rosigau.ion of Cuttack members, who were appointed to help Dewan Bahadur DevU' 
aikhamoni Mudaiiar in his co-operative enquiry, had not been mentioned in the budget 
speech. 6j. Patnaik farther stated that the system of administration of water rates 
was unsatisfactory in North Orissa. Rates were often odlleoted without water being 
supplied in time of need. As regards reduotionof rents and taxes, Sj. M. Q. PatnaUt 
said that Ministers were being pulled on one side by their party and on other by 
their officials. He said last year some remissions were grants to South Orissa but 
nothing had been done this year although prices of produce had remained unohanged. 

8j. Sadasiva Tripathi (Oongress), after narrating the difficulties of the partially 
excluded areas, complained that conservation of forest by the Manaraja of Joypore 
was a source of harrassment to the people and means of profit to oontraotors and 
companies. Ho pleaded for modification of forest laws for the benefit of raiyats 
and appointment of a committee for taokiing special problems of Aotaput distriots. 

8j. Haripani Jena pleaded for the development of agriouUarai and horitioultural 
development in Agenoy Areas. 

8j. Premanantlo Mohaniy wanted more money for medical aid for women and 
people in general and more facilities for the employment of educated young men of 
aborginal 'tribes. 

Onisss Tsnanot Act Amend. Bill 

4tli. MARCH The Assembly to-day resumed consideration of the Orissa Tenancy 
Act amending bill. After interpellatio.ns olause 3 which recommended some minor 
changes was adopted without any division. 

Mr. if. O. Patnaik requested the Speaker to take oonsideratiou of Glauses 4 
and 5 of the Bill together. The Speaker desired to follow the practice of considering 
every olause separatoly. The Leader of the House too sufiported this veiw. But after 
some farther disoussion the Sneaker decided that having regard to intimate oonneotions 
between clauses 4 and 6 whicn sermed to be one and ssme both olaoses should be 
considered together in order to avoid waste of time and repeiition of facts. 

Oianse 4 of the Bill proposes to amend Section 27 of the Orissa Tenancy Act 
while olause 5 proposes to insert new section CSeotion 27 A) in the Act The present 
section 27 emmoiates that an occupancy raijat may use land in any manner whioh 
does not matoriaHy impair value of the land or render it unfit for the purpoees of 
tenancy but shall not be nntitied to cut down trees in oontmvsntion of any local 
ouBtom. Oianse 4 proposes to amend this seotion by omitting sentence ba nning froni 
word ''but” and ending to ^oustom'* thus removing all restrictions of trees, iftuse 5 
of the Bill proposee to insert new seotion 27 A in the Act cenferrlng on oooapanoj 
raiyats full rights in trees on lands in their holdings. An express provisien has also 
mn added making it clear that snoh enjoyment by planting, felling etc. of tieee 
mould not render oooupanoy raiyats liable to ejectment under Seotion 29 of toe 
Orissa Tenancy Act. 

, Mr. Brqiaeundar Dae moved an amendment for Deletien of okuse 4 of toe Rill. 
In moving toe amendment 6j. Das said that in determining the rights, ffelienoe mast 
be mt on onstoma. He charaoterlaed the records o' rights as prepaM daring toe 
cettlenient as records of wrongs. Those xaoofda of ri^ts were inooneot am had 
made the Isanes oomplioated. So. in giving oooaamy tenants the rights over trees, 
onstom ihodld he taken into coninderation. Rj, Das rsissd a point of order that the 
addition of pisviaioB in olaase 5 esemptlDg teoanto from s|emmt luider seotion 29 

N 


8rt THfe UBfflBL&IIVE ABSUlBUf 

im vttn TiM. Diit pmWm «« B6firfB <lw BOt od th* Bahet OuBidttM hiA 

gm b«foad it! jwiii^tioii by Ming fhtt provitioii. 

Hm Hon’Ua 81. NUigmaftdo Kammoo, IGiiisto Mid thai is Tiaw of pvopoMd 
amepdiMBto givtug foMuito tbo iMto In troM, that profiaioD wm oooaeqaeiithu and 
ao the Moot Oomihittoo had power w that 

Swami BkkUrm NMb lSa$ bM that flio proviaion wm not oat of order m it 
WM BOoeaaitaM by the aaBeadoionta proposed, no Moot Qomidtteo had OTory 
rifl^i to add that proviaioii. 

ne PreaiMr pointed oat that ^ danaea are lotw-related aod inter-depondoat Bo 
the jmdeioB wm oot oat of order. 

Ihe 8piak$r in xoling out Bnjaaaodar 1 >m*b point of order Mid that the 
nattora were oo faitiiiiatety oonneotod that the anbieot-mattor of the now profiahm 
oonld not bo said to be oataide the profiaion of the amending biU. 

Mr. if. Cf. Patnaik then moTod hia amendment, that right to treea ahoald be 
gOTerned by OMtoma. He oharipteriaed the new aeotion m ospropriatory. 

7lh. MAXCH:— The Aaaembljr to-day paaaed olaasM 4 and 6 of the Bill with a 
new amendment The olanam with the amendment confer abaolnto rights upon 
ooonpanoy tenants OTsr plant, flowers, frnit and other prodnots and to fell, atiilie 
or diapoM of timber on any tree on their lands. Only in oMea where the rights 
of lanolorda hare been recorded in settlement or been eatabliahed in eivil ooarts, 
win the tenants hare to apply to the odleotor and pay reasonable oompenMtion. 

The Premier, Mr. Bimoanath Dot said that aaoh rights had been oonferred on 
ryota in other prorinoea too. He added that the bogey of expropriation had been 
raised only for the porpoae of mialeading the pnblio. 


Nos-OnicuL Bzlls 

8lk MARCH The isaemUy to-dM diaoassed Bon<roffloial bnaineaa. Mr. Pras- 
natb Pslneft (Borialist) hitrodooed a fill to proride for the better administration of 
the Pari Jagannath Temple. The fill to amend the Legal Praotitionera* Aot 1879 
standing in the name of Mr. CF. C. Thatnj Bahadur, wm also introdnoed. 

Mr. Pyari Bankar Bom mored that the FaotoriM (OrisM Amendment) Bill be 
referred to a Mleot oommittee. Mr. Bodkram Doha, Minister, mored for the oiroala^ 
tion of the Bill lor elioiting publio opinion. Mr. GodavarU Mimra Buggeated re- 
ferenoe of the Bill to eoonomiats tA the prorinoe. The Ber. E, if. Evaua aapperted 
the SBorer. The merer aooepled the Goremment amendment for oironlation. 

Mr. Roy nest mored that the Bill lor flzing the ratM of warn be referred to a 
select oommittee. On Mr. Bsha’s aaggMtion it wm decided to oironlate the Bill lor 
eUdting pabHo opinbn. 

Omasa IksAiior Aor Amsso. Bol (oortd.) 


lOMu MARCH FeeHnga roM hM to-dar, daring the oonrM of diaoosaion* on 
the OrisM Tenaney Aot. Amendment Bill whion rmaltea^ in a walh-oat ot aeren. mem- 
bers of the OpponthHL The Aaaombly took op olauae ait whioh aimed at 
tbo ridit ef frea transfer withont auimtion lee. Mr. Bakmtm mored an 


oonrM of diaonaaion* on 


bers' of the OpponthHL The Aaaombly took op olauae ait. whioh aimed at oonfCrring 
tbo fi|^ ef free transfer withont auimtion lee. Mr. Bakmtm mored an amendment 
ioine restriotioM In the trenafer. When Mr. if. G. Patuaik wm speaking 
ontte aaMidment the 8|peakir pointed oot that hie meeob wm irrelerant^ and old 
gseands ware new being repeeted. TIfia wm> foirowed by an ezobange of hot 


_ , •>» exohuge ot hot 

«tHi bA Xb. Vitaaik ttmattaad to walk, onk Iho atamiophero hoiram ooolod 
4om aal lfr. FMaoik ooatfm^ far ^oot b hoar. ISio aaBaadmant (» part of whioh 
Mr. BfhBB irtOabowl ww.bot artOw^.dMaiba.^ 

It WB thB Mat faar o'olaok. tta^A^iar wnoaead Oat ia aiow of tta daw 
Bamaa aartto^ S oMa taa woaU bo.oaamiwd IM ofaaoa aic waa llaMod^ 

'srjasu; s 


ookOa 
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o l je ct ed to ft* nMiidmaBt awrad lir ft. B, S. £■» lAfak nigad Utot toMif dalf 
w ngWntioB fM thoold not to kvtod on nto doada. 

lha Frmdtr hdd Oiat Aa amantoant raaHy aoochit to nadUy tha Bh a ap Aot nd 
flit Bngjiitrifinn Aot. 

The Speaker apheid the Premier’g oontention, and rnlad tlM imandment out of 

ttEier. 

FMam of to-daj*B prooeedings weso abcrat six points of order end diaoamn on 
legri punts between isimr membein. Prantioally tile whtde dnj was detoM to 
these points of order and Olanse YIl had noi^Asished when the Honse rose for tho 
day. 

YonRO OBT Budois Ddurds 

181k MARCH :^Voting on demands for grants was token op to-day when fbe 
Assemhij met after holidays. Hr. XoSgtor Rmhman moTed two oat motions regardiaw 
land zofenae demands for disoossing ^ffiooldes of Zemindars in paying rofeime nd 
process fees, and another for disoossins the maaageflsent of Ooremment estates. Xhe 
Goremment asaaring to consider thesej Mr. Bahman withdrew the out motions. 

Mr. Bahman mored another ont motion for bringing to OorernmenVa attenaon 
TarUma *oppres8ion8* by oolleotors of rents in Government estates. . , 

The Hon. Minister Kanvingo replying stated that tiie Gkivemment were exaamw 
the qnestion and the most eqnitoble solntion wonld be snggested. Hr. B ah m an with- 
drew the motion. 


IMi. MARCH Revision of the 'Son set law.** nnder whioh the Government 
oonld anotion a zemindaiy estate if the land revenne was not paid before nightfall 
on the dne date» was nr^ in the jkasembly to-day by the Bcija qf Ifadhtipiirv who 
moved a ont in the revenne administration demand to draw attention to the hsM- 
shipB of the landlords, following the depression and the non-payment of rent by the 

ft. SU^nando Katutngo, Hiaidter-ia-CSiiigB sidd Aat 60 par oant noaa oollafr* 
tion ihoold to oaaaidered ample ta aompenaate ue landlotda for Aa inniDle token in 
Aa oollwtlon of reota from tenaata. He alao a^ Aat tha aendadara Ind toao 
improfridant and imhoauieBalike. Iboy ooght to hare provided for Ae 'ndiiT dar. 
It was tma that the “Soa aat lav” eodated hat it had not heea eafotoed lately. Ha 
deaorihed land aa a national aaaet vhioh ooght to belong to tha Btata It waa a mat 
tra^y that Aa hoik of land ia India waa owned pmaidy. Sodden o h ang a a, how- 
erar, war. impoaBihla. 


ISaA MMICH An aanamraaaMBt waa made tbia morning togarding the todnatrint 
poliey to ft. Bittfonatk Bat, Aa Premier, doriiw diaooaaion on danmada tor graato. 

ft. Btdhram Dato dGniater for Looal Balf>GoTamineat and Ooionataroa) aakad' 
tor Ha. ASS lal^ imdar "lodartrioa” whan tha ftfa o^ ACadkiiMir aaorad a anti 
eompUaiag that indoatriae had not bean given adegoate attenttM;. ft. IMdtmr 
Jfaiimi aakad Aa Qovammant to follow tha example of Japan. Mr. N. Jf. ftwaa 
opfoatog the ont, atod tiiat Jwaa daatroyad villaga iadnatriea, bat tha atato imUam 
at ton waa Aft terivaL 

Ba IVaaftr, la^ag an bdudf of tiw Oovammoat, axpltonad Aat Ug^iaanalnaa 
had not beaa igauA. Owvanianeaa had bean aSarded tor atotAag a'pAto'AtiD. ab. 
Baaatolpnr, ohMtiaal worka ware nadar oontom pl atien. andi ailo. a^aagir to ato ayy Bat 
Aa mamtotaatiaa of Oriaaa to jivaa to aaaaU indaatrtoa. 

Iha Oavataama* have proftlad Ba. dSjOOO innaat yaaPa Bnagal tor ftfttm » 
inUaga lodaatciaa toatttata at Oatlaok. Hr. Bvana waa padaotigr to akipmwg 
to Japin’a anaipto lha Oevaeamant ware payiM aa aaai lit attmatM to aB kfidk af 
to^maa to Onaa. Big tolnatriaa woold to hauad^btona Oovantowt wadd' aat 
Btait Aam. Staall iadoftiaa woold to atortod or ba ravttad. 

.lha Boto «f Madktipiir withdraw hla ont andjho; aafta dwarnad aadar fatato- 
triaar* waa p a iaii IhTmtiro graat nndar “Oivil Wa^' wan naocf Maaad. 

lha toBawiog danmada ware than' votod aaaoaaatvolx :-4to. 888 unto anaadBaBO 
tor A» CtotodooB Btn mt t on ; fia. todS hkba for MbUa 'Worltov Jto Sh^foaltoatoa 
4.18 tor panatoaa ; Ba. 888 lakha tor Btotihurs: and PitotiaA. Mb 888 
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Onissk fEnkVOY Act. Amend. Bill <coim)0 

IfL APRH. The Assembly to-daiy passed Clause 10 si the Orissa Tenaoey Act 
Amendment Bill. The clause aimed at reducing the rate of interest on arrears of 
rents from 12 and o half per cent, to 6 per cent. 

An amendment to reduce the rate of interest to 9 per cent, moved by Shan 
Bahadur Ahmnd Bum, was rejected by a large majority. 

Clause 11 of the Bill was under discussion when the House rose for the day. 

End. APRIL :->Ibe Assembly to-day took up clauses dealing with illegal •ezaotiona. 
The clauses aimed at declaring illegal exactions void and provide for summary trisl 
by the collector or the deputy oolleotor and prescribe a fine for such exaotioos. 

Mr. Nitydnando Kauungo, Minister, state 1 that everyone was Agreed that in 
spite of the existence of certain provisions in tho Tenancy Act during the past 50 
years illegal exactions continued and that thorn had been no •conscious effort, even 
among educated zemindars, against this evil. 

Jdr. Nahakriana Choudhury (Socialist) sought the insortlon of “Levy^* in place of 
''exaction" in the clause, discussion on his amendment was prooeedii^E when the 
•House rose and adjourned ts May 2. 

End. MAY The House took up to-day the consideration of the Onssa Tenancy 
Act (Amendment) Bill. The 'point discussed jrelated to illegal exactions bj landlords 
fwm tenants. 

Mr. Nabakriahna Chowdhur^ (Congress Socialist) suggested the substitotioin of the 
werd "levies" for "exactions," aod the House agreed to it. 

Mr. Brojoaundar Daa (Landholders), objeotM to the provision of summary trial of 
landlords ^ilty of illegal levies. 

Mr. Nttyananda Kanungo^ Bevenne Minister, on behalf ef the Covernment, 
agreed to the substitution for it of regular trial but on oondition that there should be 
a provision of imprisonmeut for a dohoquent landlord as in other provinces. 

The Opposition agreed to it, and a provision of a due of Bs. 500 or simple im- 
prisonmeat not exceeding six months was made in the Bill. It was further a^eed 
that the provisiot of a time limit of sir months for a tenant making oamplaint anould 
be oaneelled. 


Srd, MAY i— The Orissa Tenancy Act Amendmeut Bill and the Orissa Small 
Holders’ Bill were passed to-day. 

The Orissa Tenancy Act Ameudmeot Bill which sought to give the teuants right 
to trees aod free transfer of oocupancy holdinn and reduce thq rate of interest on 
arrears of rents to 6 per cent and make all illegal levies punishable under lgiv« was 
introduced on the 25th February last Discassiou ooutinued throughout the mouth of 
llsroh and a larxe number of amendments was disposed of. 

To-day Mr. Brojoaundar Daa'a amendment for excluding the temporary settled es- 
tates from the operatioo of the Bill was defeated. 

The third leading was oppossed by Mr, Broioauadar Daa and the Raua of 
Maihupwr, In replying to the debate the flon. Mr. Kanungo, Bevenne Minister, 
refuted .he charges, levellM by oppositiou members that the Bill had been hurried 
through. 

The sole purpose of the Government In enacting the measure, oontfuned Mr. 
Manango is to do greatest good to greatest number. Their sole purpose was that 
body poKtios in India should grow up as one nation and as one homogeneons whole. 
This 0006 of legislation, the Bevenne Minister hoped, would help in oreating better 
islatkmi between landlords and tenants. The Hoq. Mr. Kansogo continned t This 
pieee of legislation was ast complete by itself. Farther the Oovernmeot of India 
Act did not permit any radical ohaoge in social strnotare. Ooncluding, the Rsvsnns 
Minister said that when the Bill woold be pasted into law it woidd serve the beet 
Mrpoee for which it had been intended. At 8-30 p. m. tho Bill wee pat before the 
Honee end passed without any division. 

Oaiesa Small IJoLDena’ Bill 

The Honourable Mr. Bi'eieawolh Doe then introduoed the Orissa Small Holden* 

JMU. 

Oviqf to tbo oootioned eooBoaic depratMOD, there wm tndiooMoiM that the 
eiB lIti ee ef the assi mm of saO! pe wii i t-yreprietett nd if tkaftend teeaBto waa 
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dtileriorithig. Ooveroment were eoDtempIatinc taking steps for the introdaetioB of 
lei^slation to afford permanent relief to this ^ass of agribnltarists. Bat this reqaifod 
time and: earefdl oonsidendion. Peodhig the oonsideration of such permanent msasnro 
of relief Qoyemment were desirous of preyentioe the eriotion of smafi holders from 
their lands and also the attachment and sale of their movahle property as a resalt 
of decrees now pending or that may be obtained daring the period for which this 
Bill would be in force, within which time Goyernment hoped to introduoo legislation 
for the permanent relief of this class of agricnltor^sts. This Bill was designed to seoure 
this object. 

As there was no objection the Bill was introdnced and oonsideratton of the Bill, 
clsnse by clanae, was taken up. With slight amendments proposed by Kj. Jagahandku 
Singh to oUmse % of the Bin, alT the eiaases were passed . 

In moyiog^ the third reading of tho Bill the hon. Ifr. Biiwanath Daa refuted ffie 
charge made by the Rsja Bahadur of Kballikote that the Bill was being harriedly 
rushed through. He said that the Bill closely followed the Bombay Small Holders' 
Act. Further tbe Premier called coDference of leaders of all parties and disonssed 

K * ions of the Bill. Thus althongh technically the Bill had not gone through the 
Gbmimfttee it had the effect of being examined by a Select Oommittee. 
Concluding the Premier said that members of his party were not at all sstiafied 
with the small proyisions of the Bill. They wanted to go farther, in fact nothing 
more than moratorinm for a year hai been granted by this Bill to agriculturists. 

ThO' third reading was then passed without any opposition. 

In tbaaking the members for passing the Bill the Premier said tbai it would gfye 
some reKef to poor agrioulturists. The Bouse then adjourned. 

LeOIL FsiCTlTIONERS* ACT I'lUSD. BlLL 

4llr. ilAY:--Mr. M. O. Patnaik objected to the consideration to-day of the Bilf 
to amend the Legal Practitioners* Act which aimed’ at allo-wing Mukteers from Madras 
to praotme la the «Sbath Oris8& Mr. Patnaik's objection was based on* the. |roand 
that the Bill, according to the programme, was fixed for discussion to-day. 


The Pbbmisr os MiNiSTnaai^ Cnsu 


la the afterneen the Piemlor, Mr. Biewanatk Dae^ made a statement Mailing 
the circufflstnaoea leading to the feared ministeriaf crisis and expljuaing bow 
uffimateiy ii was nverted:. 


"’You are awaee of tbe fimt,*' he said, '‘that His Eaoetlenoy Bir John Hubbaok 
was to hand oeei charge on May 4 to Mr. J. B. D«n» Reyenue Gbmmissioiier, who 
wan to act as Qayernor in his place. It was notified on March 7. I got the mfor- 
motioa three days before the publication of the noriftoation and IhdjsA our protest 
qpdnst tbe appointment of tho officiating* (ioveraor on the ground tbit an officer 
serviog in tho machinery of administration of the Proyinoial Ganornmont had bean 
eSeyated to tiio position of Gofornor without the knowledge of the Ministry res- 
ponstble for the admioietratioQ of the machinery ; secondly, that the office of Ooy- 
amor wbicb it tbe present timo is one of prestii^ and authority abould not hnya 
ftrileo on one who was an officer serving' unaei toe Ministry, ffdoed to this protest, 
tbe determination of the Ministry to resign its office was also oommunicated to 
His BsceBency in doe conrso. 

"Some correspondence between His Bicelleaey tbe Governer and myself passed and 
this in not piopos^ to be placed before the poblie. Tiff B-45 a. u. to*day, thn 
situation was gloumy. My colleagues mid Phrliamentary BeereMries had submitted 
their resignations, to me and when I with tbe letters of resignation wse actually «n 
tho peiDl of startieg from Puri 1 roceived a telephone message from His Esoellosoy 
the ^fornor to the effect that he had oaocelted his loane nd from Mr. Bowstiad, 
Besrolary to Bin Exsellonoy the Goyemor that he bid received tbe follewlag 
eonMUBiQue s*— 

la view of the instability of the political situation whiob ho would he boMad to 
lenvo to bis sueoessor, His EicoHenoy tho Govoriior of Orfsss doos not feet fuAfM 
in proooodiag sritb his original plan and oonaldors that ho has in the interaal of JM 
previnoo no option hat to ask for tbo oaaoellatloa of tba leafs graatsd to him* Tho 
BMfotHf of Amo baa aooodsd to bin rogussl with M ooaourraaoo of tho Gofornor* 



Ibo Go? 
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wttold Imts doored. Mahatm Gandhi, in hla epooh-making atatament, said that than 
wan WT graiein] ways mvidad there was a will. It mast ba said to the ondit of 
fiia Eiaeiiaiioj that in spite of oonsideraflons of health he hu prepared to oanoal 
hia leave to tmoA a orisi^ 

I shall ha fiidliag la my daty if 1 do not mention anything about Mr. Data who 
waa to suoaeed His Esewenoy Sir John Hubback. He is an old and aipaiieaoad 
alftoar aampg under the previ jee of Bihar and Ortasa and has ohosan to serve Orissa 
to Bm heat ox his ability. It must he olatrly understood that we have no personal 
grievaaoa against hhn. 4nd we also tBoogoise the servioas he has been able to render 
to'Oriaaa m the oonrse of his tenure of office . as Bevenue Oommissionar. The 
MliBstry IS also thankful to the Parliamentary Snb-Ooaunittee of the Oongraia Work* 
teg Osnuaittea for the helpfal pdvioe and gnidanoe they have given all ateng in this 
mittar. But lor their advioa the oriaia would .have beau precipitated much earlier. 1 
appeal to the Honourable Members to take all that has happened in s prayerful spirit Ws 
are gratahd to Oed for having found solution for a proUam whioh was baaet with 
aa ataay difBenltiaa. 


Lboal PRAOimoraBB*. Aiond. Bol (oomn.) 


Sih. MAY The Assembly oonohided its session to-dsy after paaaipg the BOl to 
amend the Lagil Praotitionera Aot and the Korsee and Midwivea Begiatratioa MU. 

1!Im ftrst meaanre sought to allow aankteers from the Madraa area to praotioe iu 
south Orissa, while the aeoond BUI prorided for the ragtetration sad bettor training 
of nnisaa. 


Mr. if. G. Painaik moved for rafexenoa of the Legal 
Bunittea which was oppoaed fay Mr. Boikraim 


Prootitionan BiU to a aelaat 
JOrnater-in-ohaiga. The BiU 


Nunsn A IfxDwivaB BmsxnixiMr Bul 


ffiha Honaa and Mjdwivaa Bofl^atration BiU w» than tetrodnoad. The amandamnte 
\novad:by Mr. Pnmmmmda MaikmUh ateung at the OqhdumU teiiiigmoxa laproMuta- 
tiva isd'to kirist on 4ha date and naraoa new praetteing to qnalift thamaalvaa bafera 
towfir .aanld ba legtetosOd, ware aooepted by Urn GoaarnsBant .and me BiU was pmaad 


'Ite Maasa at this attga waa jonofogiiid. 
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The l^nd Legislatiire Assembly 


UST OF AffiMBERS 


Imn* Majid TmwiiM 

ASDDl. BaTAB AB 01 II. 

jlkbji Batahaebo Bqdbo 
K. a AIA.AH BaOBH KaimABAD 
IjBtAV GABOU 

K. H >allah BAsm Mithamhab 
U jfSB 

a a MSB ALLAHDAD ggAB IKAM 

Babbbb Kub Taubb 
WL a JOAJt Ajmt Au Tbabb 
ABBAB XOBACBl MIB MOHAIOfAB 
Hob*blb IbB Babobh AXJ I^AB 
Mib JBUjk Mubahicab fioeSAiB 
KBAB TAIiFUB 

Tbb HaB«aKB Bbwab taoJBiBa G. 
Pahalajabi <4MateO 
IhAiAfAI- DoOLATAAM 

DoOUlTBAII Mobabdab 
Q aABBaTAM jBXaAflaBB 
aonmABABi 

Qbabumad Tuacsabd 
Mib OainAlt Au SiaAB Bobdbh 
A ll Mbab Taunib 
Mib UHOiAM Aiaab Kbab Mib 
Haji Hubbaib BaxbbbMbab 
Talpdb 

Hob'blb Bib Ohulam Hubbaib 

UiDAYATOUMOI (JfiMtter) 

MAXaDDM Ghuiam Htdbb 
MABBD inf ZAH1B-11D-DIB 
PiB uauKAV Htdbb Bbah 
Bahibdibo Bbah Bulbi 
Ghdlam Mubambad Abdullah 
Kbab IbBab 

Batbd Ghulam Mubtaba Shah 
K B. Batbd Ohulam Nabi Bhah 
Moujau Bhah 
Hob'blb Muxhi Gobibobam 
Pbitamda 4( BfiMSter) 

R a Gokaldab Mbwaldas 
Hasbabam SUBDBM>A8 Pambabi 
Hbmabdas Bufobabd Waohwabi 
Dhtab Bahadub Hibababo 
Kbbmubo 

HOTCttABD HIbABABD 
PiB ILLAHI BaKHBH NaWAB AlI 
laaABDAS Vababdmal 
C. a JAmB Crab gul 
Mubammad Kbab Bubdi 


•33-a^R Jamsbbd NUMmWABlHB 

33 Jam. Jab Muhammad i^a, 
.Muhammad Bhabif Jubm 

34 Mbs. Jbbubai Ghulam au 

35 Mbm Jbthibai Tuibidab 
HUAB lMALABt 

36 C. B. Caibbb Chab Ghulam 

MuHAMMLD 

37 Batbd Chair Shah Iicam Au 


39 Gol. tH. J. Mqhab 


ZAlHULABniB SbAH 

40 Batbd Muhammad Ali Shah 
Allabahdo Bhah 
41 JC. a Muhammad atub Crab 
Jbah Mibiammad Chab Kruhbo 

42 MuHAMMAB HMmg 
Mubammad Gaxdab 

43 Mib Muhammad Emmm Nawab 

Ghaw Kbab Owabibo 

44 Muhammad Hbmab MnwAiwAn 

Bumbo 

45 Muhammad Tubep Crab Qahadub 
Chab Muhabmad Chab^ 

16 Kabaibdab ababdr Bbohab 
47 Nbwabdbam Vuhibdas 
43 Nibohaldas Ghavumal VinABI 
43 Sattd Kub Muhammad 
Mdbad An Bbah 

50 J. J. Flogkhbbt 

51 Pabtabbai Khaibukhdab 

fS SalPoPATLAL A. BbDOPATKAB 

53 Rabohbb, 0. H. 

54 Rasul Rabhbh Kbab Mubammbd 

Rakbba Chab Ubbb 

55 K. 8 Rasul Baxhbh SwAff 

Mabbub Shah 

56 Rubtomji CauBBHBDn Sn urwA 

57 Shambuddib Kbab Abdul Kabib 

Kbab 

58 Sttaldab Fbbumal 

50 C a Bohbab Kbab Sahibdibo 

HABKI 

60 MtB Zebuddih Chab Sobdbb 
Chab Subdhbabi 



Pkroceedings of the Sind Assembly 

SMW 9 a~Kwncld— Seth. Fcbruarjr tp 31st March 1938 

FursNGtiLL Stathikrt for 1038-39 

The Bnteet Brtimetee for 1938-39 whioh were nreeented to the Bind Legielatife 
Assembly which oommenoed its Budget session at Karachi on the 29lh. 

1938 hy 8ir Ohulam Huaaain, tha Chief Minirter revealed • wrplas of 1^000, 
the Bevenoe Receipts being Ba. 3,80,67,000 and the Expenditure delUtalile to 
reveane, Be. 

The short interval which elapsed between the paseiog of the onrrent Biid|»t in 
August last and the date on which proposals for new expenditure in 1938-39 had to 
be Muetfoned for inclusion in the budget, allowed el very little time for the consider- 
ation of many schemes which are before; the Oevernment It has been fonnd poeeible, 
however, to formulate completed proposals and to make the aeoesBary Budget 

K nvieion iu respect of a onmW of new item% directed towards the development of 
e Provittoe and its social welfare. 

Of theee new items the most important are the soheme for irrigated forest planta- 
tion m Rind at accost of B8..9,CQ0MgimfB to ^BgjSi^yernoeidar ^hopla Bs. lOjOOO; 


Re. ISBOO : graat nr a.anrvey of nneBuuoyiaent among ednoated aiddhs-etsss 
ywntiis. Be. 3,000: siWervaBon. of seats eoA tha creation of echolarshlpB nt the 
tielori* JabilM leohoit^ Inatitata, IW ; Mbm tor the appoiii^t 

,r» Kvwtook offiMr uid ttw iiMMMr; MtaklMbnmt Bs. >5.000 ; qont.iHiaim •( the 



Ida, etihonA it is possiUe that the OentrnI Oovemment mny be able to effect 
ratioW Norhes any noeeaat been taken of any sariage wUeh may eventuate 
B labours of the RsorganlBatioB Oommittoe or from the working of tho 


a diatribntiom 

fi-Qiifi laboL.. jm w 

Tdx Bill whioh wiE be brought before the Lsgielattve Assmbly, ia the preeeat 

Bseeloa. 

these have to bo reokoned the psppoael to eetabfieh aa Agrloahnril 
CbUtfeL^toh will apait from the eapital espeaditoie, tovolve a reoarring expendi- 
^rSr aoine Ra; 30,009 per aojuim ; atreagtteing^ ofliee of the Reveaoe 
Oemnbaionar and guaranteeing of approxiouiM Jto 40.000 a year in retpeol of 
the JKhadre-Nawekmh BaEwey estenslow. Fiurther, in addition to the loan already 
tanotieaed to the »tid PreviueiaiOo-operallve Bmik, Government ssny ftodit nennnry 
to Dvovide farther Onanoiiil nid to thn institatfon. 

A? regwda the debt poeitioB. Sind’s debt to the OentrnI Government on April 1, 
1917 doAid n tolid Ogtuwof Re. 9M7 laUie and tole will, nooonliiV to the ptaseat 
eeriniatitSi ba rodaoed by Maroh 81t 1988, to Bi, 8i807 lakhe. 

Osriain aonroei of provinoial roveauo wonld ooam to an and on Marsh 81, 1838 
and ia order to provide for their oenttonanee, Mslothm wiH be broogbl before tho 
Aseombly in the wdget leesisn. Tho Stamp ddea, Oonrt Psea and tho Sleotrioity 


TtobMco lUaltoa BilL IMr 


iMhiM tatiM 


iMMdfaSjto tlw doat Moomto tans. ^ wniM oMh for lWr*aB m 

l^omODO wd Mowdim fo ih« tffMd wMMtM tiM otoalag Wuot for tk» 
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jfltr to ^ **^to oaah balanoe, the ProTlnoo poHeHn 

iboat Bs. 18 toklis worth of Oeotril Goforament seoarities ia the Ihmuio food, 
fig. 110 tokhs 10 Oorornment of Indio Trootary Billo, tho adoimani bilaoM with 
the Boiorfo Book ood the District Treasories ood the boloooe of Bi» 16 ood 
one-foorth lokhe io the Boilding Food. 

viiiiiioiL IhsoTJBSxoir or Booen 

lit. if ARCH General disoosaion on the budget eoioad to-day when Ur. E, JC 
Bidkwa (Oongreas) oongratolated the Goreroment on preMting o snrplna hndnt but 
ezpreseed disoppointment at the idodeqnaoy of fanda eoruarked for nationAmJding 
departmenta, 

Mr. O, H. Ra%chtn (Europeui Group) atreaaed the need for improving the neana 
of oommunioation in the barrage area and warned agiinat the oonaeqaenoea of 
retrenchment in the Department of Pnhlio Works, holding that it would be *'anna 
wise and rnpee foolish.** 

find. MARCH Replying to the budget the Premier and the Finance Minieter, 
the hon. Bir Ohulam ffuatain Hidayatullah said that they were nndurtaking a sur- 
vey of the mineral wealth of Sind. The Province wee indebted te^ the tune of twelve 
times its annnal revenue. He had ear-marked Ba. 30 lakhs for nation-bnildtiig de- 

S irtmenta, including four lakhs for village improvement He aasured the House that 
e Government would give careful oooeideration to the reoommendations of the 
membera. The hon. Dr. Bmandaa Waihufoni^ Miniater for Pubito HealUi. declared 
that he was working out aohames for introduoing draatio reforme k the Medtoal 
Department 

Fkkajioi Aox Amare Bna 

Sfd. MARCH The Pnemfer moved an official Bill to-day amending the Bombaf 
Finance Act ao as to have the -prooeeds of the electricity duty transferred to Bind. 
It was adopted. 

Tobacco Aor Aiomo. Boti 

The House then dtooussed another official BiH to amend the Bombay Diatrlot 
Tbbaooo Aot, under wluoh a duty of Rs, 60 per annum; would be levied on wholeaale 
dealers. 

The Eabacjsi OeapoBAnon Bili. 

4tli. MARCH The BUI to estend the Karachi Municipal Oorporatlon'a life from 
three to five years was discussed to-day. 

Mr. if. G. Goadar, iotroduoing the Bill, observol that In view of the important 
sohemea^ apoh as water supiUy and draioa^, launched by the OorporatiOQ, three 
pare proved insufficient, uc urged the House to accept the Bill to enable the 
Government to introduoe reforms like joint electorates in local bodies. 

The Oongreas benches, vehemeutly opposing the Bill, obaraoterised it as playing 
with tiie cHlson's right to eleot representatlvea nnd demanded that thb Government 
dionld first introduoe a Bill to set np joint electorates. 


Sib. MARCH The Assembly to-day passed Ur. Gnsdar'e Bill. In the coarse 
of the disonseion Mr. B, K. Sidkm (Gongrees) remarked that there was no hope fer 
justioe and equity in the Honse to which the Treaenry beoohee took ezoeption and 
Mr. Stdhwa withdrew hie offending remarks. The Premier, the hon. Sir G. 




was now leady and would be iotroduo^ eborUy. 

Vonire on Buooiv DmAvns 

7lh. MARCH As many ea 176 ont amtions, mostly under the demands for 
Bdumdion, Bzoiae. Polioq ana General Adminlatration. came ap*for coosideratioa to-day. 

The. Premier, the hon. Sir Qkulam Buuain BidayatulUh pointed out that the 
JMtiena were ont of order in as mnoh aa nnder the new Oonatitution no oats oould 
be moved imder minor heads. The 8p§uh$r agreeing with the fooutention allowed thn 
Rsmbme to re*draft th^ motions ia oonformiiy with the rales. 

86 
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9lk MARCH :-*Dr. FapatM (Ooiigr68ft)iaoTed.to-^«j a token out of Re. 100 under 
Eioise. In the coarse . of the disoosston whioh luted throughout the day, the 
Opposition benches criticised the OoTernment’s eucise •policy. 

lOHi. MARCH Replying to the debate on a cut motion under Excise, the hon. 
Sir ^tAatn JBuseain Adapatii//aA, Prime Minister, announced the Government's 
readiness to introduce total Prohibition of charms with effect from 1089-40. This would 
entail a loss of Rs. 4 lakhs in revenue besides another half a Jakh dn .preventing 
smuggling. In this oonneotion the Oovennoent were prepared to appoint a oommittee 
to snisest ways and means of meeting this defioit. 

A oreese ooourred while the House was discussing the Excise Budget. 

Dr. PerpoHaf (Congress) said that the Premier was mialesdine the memhersof 
the House. The Premier protested and Dr. Popatlal was asked to withdraw the 
remsrlL The latter at first persisted that he had a right to say so hut aubseq^ntly 
wiGidrew his words. 

The out motion of Ra. 100, in tho Exciae amount of Rs. 3,14,000 moved by the 
Congress Party, was lost. 

Tax MunsTsaiAL Caisis 

IM. MARCH The Ooverument sustained their first defeat to^y when a 
token out motion was carried by 23 votes against 22. A tense atmosphere prevailed 
and the result of the voting was received by deafening cheers by the Opposition. 

The seven Congressmen present, eight Hindus and eight United Party members, 
voted for the ont, three remaining neutral. Congress cirles were jubilaat. 

iThe Premter, replying to the debate, said that the Hioisters were as reispcthslble 
as any timers for their achievements, inclnding lietailed work on the various com- 
mittees, on employment, education, etc. They had also appointed a committee to go 
into the (^oestiou of recoveries of water-coarse charges, which had bees agitating the 
agrioultiinats for some time. The Premier undertook to consider Congress grievances, 
if they represented. 

The Owinet crisis was foreshadowed in lobby circles as it was evident that if the 
nine oeoeders from the Coalition Party joined hands with the Congress Party and 
the Hindu Party, numbering seven and nine respectively, the cut motion womd be 
passed as only 47 members were present in the Honse to-day, 

Things had been moving fast in the last two days in Assembly circles. Tho Op- 
poeition concentrated on the head General Administration, for which a grant of Rs. 
1,614,00G was demanded. The adoption of the token out was taken on all hands as 
a motion of "no-confidence*' in the present Ministry., . 

After the adoption of the cut, the entire demand udder General Administration 
mines rnpee one was put to vote and was also rejected by 83 votes to 82. 

Thereafter, the House voted the remaining heads tncludiog Police, Education, etc. 

Thb New Ministry 

21st MARCH :~The hon. Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidaydtullah called on H. E. the 
Governor first at noon and again half an hour later, along with his two colleagues on the 
Cabinet, and the Deputy President. Emerging from Government House a second time. 
Sir Ghulam told the pressmen : "AYell, gentlemen, we have sent in our resignations 
desjrite our majority and we challenge any other party to form a Cabinet.*' 

Khan Bahadur Allahbux^ who interviewed the Governor at 3 p. m., was 
invited to form a Cabinet and he chose Pir Elahibux and Mr. Nshchaldas as his 
colleague^ with himself as Premier. 

The week-end was marked by ‘intense political activity in Earaohi and in the 
districts conseonent on endeavours by different parties to consolidate their strength. 
Ministeriid oiroJee J^Id that the present Government had suffered a little setback by 
the defection on the part of the United Party and still thu-.dpminant party in 

the House. Henoe the talk of formation of a new Ministry was premature. 

Few had antioipated that the Congress Party with its strength of eight would 
launch upon the formation of a Coalition Ministry, and following a telsphOAktl cou- 
versatloii last night between Mr. ilairamdas Daulatram and snd Sardar . vallabhbhai 
FateU this question was shelved for the present 

The United asd Hindu Parties’ combination, with* a totri strength of 22, urged the ; 
Congreesltes to afford Hiem, if: called' upon to form the^.;Goverom4nt, - an opportunity 
to work on braid national Rnee for weiiare of the.<peopla :iof !.the Province audr; ' 
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sot to Join hiadt with the oppositionists Ih wro^ng it* .Tho Congress Psrty eg* 
pressia resdiness to allow this respite for a ressonahle period #hile adhering to their 
general policy of opposition and carrying oat the.Cosgress progrOmme. 

2Sn4. MARCH The new Ministers assumed chwgB of their respeotive depart- 
ments this morning. This now party was ohristened the Nationalist Party. 

28th. MARCH After a foar-daya* proi^tidh, fto AsseOihly met to-day when 
the new Cabinet, with thei^arty inolnding two Hie^e Hindos, oooapied the Treasory 
Benches while Sir Ohulam Hnssain's par^ went oter to the Opposition. The Congfsss 
Par^ remained where it was. 

ALLsoanoNs aoainst Q^noshs 

Hr. R. A*. Sidhwa moved the adjonrsmeht of the Hoose to disonss the alleged 
interference and personal canvassing by GOvelrhihbnt bffioialls on March 18 ndien me 
former Cabinet was defeated. 

The hon. Khan Bahadur Allahhux^ Prime Mihisteri nfSde statement expressing 
agreement with the mover and holding that it 'was not only most important for SMir 
bers of the pablio Services not to intefere in political matters bnt that simh sii^lon 
oonstitate a gross and reprehensible interferenoe With the ; privileges of the membeiii 
of the Assembly in the exercise of their individnal jndgmont The premier ptOpOisd 
to bring oases of such interferenoe to the attention of the Heads of DefNWtmeafsHm 
as to enable them to take appropriate action. He urged the mover to Withdraw hla 
motion, whioh Mr. Sidhwa did. 

The grant under the head General Administration, which was refused by tiie 
House on Maroh was brought to-day as n Supplementary statement of expemutore 
for 1938-39. The House adjourned till March 29. 

Pboobamme or tme Naw l&RisihY 

29m« MARCH 8— A statement of the policy which the new Cabinet wonld pursue 
was made in the Assembly this evening. The Premier, the hon. iTltcn Ba/kuhir 
JMMuas assured the House that they would be guided by the uAtiohal aspiratione ef 
the people of this oouutry in acoordanoe With the pediidlar needs and olrnum.^tmioes 
of the Frovinoe. The programme of the Nailonm Cdhgress and the pdftiM 
hebed to form the Covernment had long been before, the people of this Province 
and there were many points in them whicm the pUbiio of Bina would appreeiate niifd 
support. It would be the duty of the new Government to give effect to these, 
havmg regard to the oiroumstances of the Province. 

The Premier added that his Government had come into being on no terms of 
bargaining with any other party. Their undertaking was to run the administration 
on brand national lines so As to enable the people to enyoy the fruits and benefits of 
the transference of power from an irresponsible executive to the representatives of the 
people. Detailing their programme, the Ehan Bahaidar said that the tofes on Which 
the aubvention was based had already been proved to be inoorrect and a further 
^quiry was necessary to ascertain what Was the utmost payment that could fairly 
be demanded from Sind. The Government proposed to place their views before the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State. Further, the Government proposed' 
to improve the lot of the landholders and wiodltnrists Of the Ehrovince. It was 
their intention to study the report of the Keorgauisatioa Committee aud to take 
immediate action thereon as far as possible. 

. As regards the recovery of fines, in default of payment of which sentences of 
impnsonment had bech' undergone, the Government proposed to instruct the District 
Mttistrates to bring to the attention of the courts concerned that the Government 
did not desire such recoveries to be made. 

The Government proposed to abolish the system of Honorary Magistrates and the 
nqminatiomi to Local bodies and also the practice of holdiog CoUeotors*, and Oom- 
B^bners* Darbars. They were seriously considering the question of the release 
Wireless ana would lecommeod to the Government of India, iodioating 
wt the Sind Government would not object to Moulvi Obeidullah's return from exile, 
vifiage Industries would be increased and labour problems dealt with sympathetically 
m a (bmmittee was to be appointed to consider the withdrawal of the Smd Frontier 
Ahguiation. The minorities’ le^ptimate interests will be aafeguiirded., 
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Vomta On Budor Dsnands ( Cord. ) 

SOlA. MARCH When the Assemblsr mot this morning to vote on demsnds for 
gmnts nnder the hesd Oeneral Administration, in the Snpplementarj Budget whioh 
was rejeeted preriously by the Honse ouiminating in the resignation of the ttidayat- 
njlah Ministry, Mr. M, a. OoMdar^ belonging to the party of Sir Ohulam Hidayit- 
nllah, moved a token ont to censure the Government 

Attacking the Government, Mr. Oasdar obaraoterised its programme as a signal of 
bankrupt statesmanship. Following this, the Muslims were goioA to be wiped out 
There was, he said, a oonspiraoy to establish Ra)*. The United Party had 

surrendered to the Hindus and ihe Oongress Party, which was a body of capitalists: 
He ohallenged Muslim members of the Uidted ?arty to resign and see if they could 
get re-elected on that programme. 

A breese ensued when Mr. /sssr Das Varandmal^ a Oongressite, declared that a 
certsin*statement made by Mr. Oasdar on the floor of the Honse was a He,, whereupon 
Mr. Qaadsr retorted ^Yon are a liar.'* The Speaker called the latter to order. Hr. 
O. Jf. Sjfsd opposed the cat 

Sir Chhuiam Bussain HidavaMlah oritioised the new Government's programme 
and doubted whether they would succeed in achieving what his Government had 
achieved so far. Farther, those who had not been true to their own people would be 
true to none. 

Replying to the debate, the Premier, the hon. Khan Bahadur Allahhux said that 
his statement of policy had not covered the whole field as th^ had taken office o^ 
a lew days bsok. They proposed to bring in piogressive legislative measures. Ho 
informed the House that Mr. O. F, 8. Collins, Bevenue Commissioner, Sind, and 
Mr. A. Gordon, P. W. D., Secretary, were leaving for Delhi to-night to confer with 
the Government of India regarding the subvention, lie fr^ked for six months' time for 
the new Government to osrry ont their programme. 

All the seven outs, including Mr. Gaxdar*s token out, were withdrawn and the 
Honse voted the entire demand under the bead General Administration, antonnting 

to Bs. I«,r4fl00. 

SlsL MARCH :-*The Speaker annoanoed to-day that H. E. the Governor had 
assented to the Tobacco Bill which would come into force to-morrow. 

Thereafter, the Schedule of authorised supplementary expenditure for 1937-38 and 
38-89 was laid on the table and the House adjourned sins dis. 


Third SeMion-— Karachi— 19di- May to tot* Jom 1938 

Mxmsibb’ SiLaniis Bill 

The third session of the Assemby commenced at Karachi on the 19th. May 1938 
when Mr. M. B, Oasdar moved adjournment of the House to disonas the saperaeaaion 
of certain P. W. D. officials and the transfer of certaiu police offioisis. The Speaker 
ruled it out, holding that the motion was not definite. 

mm m m a .V _ TT XI J Bill X- A.I 




and Allowances. After four hours’ discussion of the clause relating to the members' 
sslsries, the House fixed the same salary for the Bind M. L. A’s ss was permitted in 
Oongress provinoes, namely, Bs. 75 per mensem. The House also allowed the Deputy 
Bpmer to draw the ordinary member’s salary as well as the salary of Deputy Speaker 
when the Assembly was in session. 

20lh. MAY A i^ngress member’s amendment to the Members' Salariea BM 
fixing the members' traveUing allowanoe as doable third olsss was lost. The Heuaa 
fixed one snd half second class fare as traveUing allowance. A daily afiewaaee of Bs. 
3-6 was decided upon. Mr. if. H, Oasdar's amendment that members be paid sDow- 
inoe from let AprU tiiiBtead of 1st August, when pressed to a divisioii, was h)st by 18 
votes to 18^^ tk^resf members voting with the Government. 

IfiNisnaB’ ISU labiis Bill 

list MAY :-The Prsmisr introdnoed to-day the Government Bill on Mteiee for 
Hiuetns. The Bill provided fbr the same aoale,. or salaries m in the OoogrM 
^vh^. The Bill was disousaed for three days m the 14lk. Ifo when 
Asesmbly paased the BUI fi:^ the salary it BA 500 a menth-apart from tae lor* 
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nisliad gnarton and profision for oonveyanoa. Aboat twenty amendments, which had 
been tabled, were either withdrawn or defeated. 

Bird Loo^l Boofas Bill 

25th. MAY :*-The system of nomination was an evil which they hadi been 
fighting for the last thirty-five years and nominated members were abnaiog their 
powers, declared Mr. B, K, Sidnwa supporting the Government Bill for abolishing 
nominations in mnnioipalities and local boards aoi providing for the oonstitntion of 
elected committees in notified areas. Mr. Sidhw#a Med that the Bill had been moved 
by the Government in pursnanoe of their progressive policy. 

Earlier the Honse passed the Government Bill to amend the Sind Assembly 
Removal of Disqualifications Act. 

26th. MAY The Assembly to-day adopted the Bill. In the course of the dis- 
onssions, Sir Ohulam Hussain^ Leader of the Opposition, narrated how his Govern- 
ment did not lag behind the present oue inasmuch as they had drafted such pro- 
gressive measures as these for the introduction of joint electorates, adult franchise 
and abolition of nominations, but could not proceed with them owing to certain 
technical difficulties. Sir Ghulam went on to refer to the attitude of the Congress 

f roups towards the Bill for Ministers* salaries, to which the hon. Mr. Nehchald<i$^ 
*. W. D. Minister raised an objection. But the Speaker ruled that it was customary 
to allow a certain amount of latitude to the Leader of the Opposition. 

The House then passed the Bill to amend the Bombay Weights and Measures Act, 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Co-operative Societies Act and proceeded to discuss 
the Bili to amend the Bombay Entertainment Duty Act. 

27th. MAY : ~The Speaker took up to-day Mr. Gazdar^s adjournment motion to 
discuss the agrarian situation in Tando division. The Speaker said that the motion 
having reached him late yesterday, he had not considered it and promised to 
do so to-day. 

Entertainment Duty Amend. Bill 

The House then passed the Government Bill amending the Entertainment Duty 
Act. A Congress amendment thereto that military aid naval officers should be 
charged full entertainment duty was ruled out by the Speaker who held that the 
ameudment was outside the soope of the Bill. 

Betiino Tax Bill 

The House passed next the Bill imposing tax on certain forms of betting. An 
amendment moved by the European Group, which sought to reduce the toUuisator 
tax to 2 and half per cent from 4 per cent was lost. The discussion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned. 

A OB ASIAN Unrest In Tando 

28th. MAY Mr. Gazdar'e adjournment motion to discuss the agrarian unrest 
in Tando division was ruled out by the Speaker in view of the assurance given by 
Leader of the House that no serious situation existed there. The Leader of the 
Congress Party, supporting the motion, declared that the unrest was due to the 
«*l®*ory policy of the Government. 

The Premier explained that the Government pursued a uniform policy both in the 
barrage and non-barrage areas and could not be carried away by the efforts of certain 
zamiodars to influence the Government policy for their benefit. 

Bettino Tax A Local Bodies Bills 

. Official business concluded to-day with the adoption of two Bills, the Bill for 
imposing tax on certain forms of betting and the Bill for abolishing nominations to 
local boards. 

The betting Bill imposed four per oent tax on monies put into totalisators on the 
race course. This would bring in a revenue of over Bs. 70,000 annually to the 
Government A clause seeking to reduce the entertainment tax was dropped as it 
ODoountered opposition. 

The last Bifi, abolishing nominations, was also opposed by the M. L. A.*8 who 
were also municipal corporators, but after six amendments had been ruled out by the 
Speaker, the Bill was adopted. 
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RiBOLunoir On fnmiTm 

801^ MAY The Aaimbly disoasaad to-diy the Oongmi rMolation strongly 
fopposind the Vederetion ei^ urging the British Gk>?ernment not to foroe ^e soheme 
•on the provinoe. The restjlation on Fedimtion stated that the Assembly, bdng 
Qf the opinioii that the people of Sind were strongly opposed to the soheme of jMem 
GoTerPment under the Gpyemment of India Act ano wonld protest against its mangnra- 
tioii against the declared .will of the people, recommended to the Oo?ernment to oon- 
Tuy the feelings of tlw House to the British Go7ernment and urge them not to 
impqgp the soheme on this provinoe. 

SIMh AMiif Mauid moued an amendment seeking to add at the end of the 
resolution the words *'Beplaoe it by a soheme conferring full independenoe on 
India in the form of a Federation of free demooratio States wherein the rights and 
interests of minorities are adequately and effeotiyely safeguarded in the Oonstitiition*” 

let KmE i^8heikh Abdul Majid^s amendment being accepted by the Congress 
Party, the Assembly to-day adopted the Congress resolution on Federation, one 
Indian member and two Europeans dissenting. 

Sir Qhulam ^yssatn fftdayatullah, former Premier, snpporting the resorntion,. safd 
that Federation did not give power to Indians, the power still remaining in the hands 
of foreigners* The following is the text of tho resolntion as amended and passed i— 

‘^is Assembly beiM of opinion that the people of Sind are strongly opposed to 
the scheme of Federal Government nnder the Government of India Act and protest 
against its inauguration against their declared will, recommends to the Oovemmeitt 
to convey the feelings of the House to the British Government and urge the British 
Government not to impose the soheme on this province and to replace It by a 
scheme conferring npon India full Independenoe in the form of a Federation of free 
demooratio units, in which the rights and interests of the minorities are adequately 
and effectively safeguarded in the Constitntion.*’ 

Only one member, Dewan Diahnal Daulatram (Hindu Sabha) dissented. 


Bind Frostixeb BseuLanoNS 

Khan Sahib Oahol^ Deputy Speaker, moved a resolution io repeal the Bind 
Frontier Begulations. The Premier, the bon. Kban Bahadur Allah Bu» snnounoed 
that a committee would be set up for the purpose of examining the working of 
the regulations apd he assured the House that he wonld consider the question of 
repealing them if the Committee so recommended. The resolution was withdrawn. 

Frbk Lsno Gbint 10 Poobs 

Another resolution that the Government should give free grants of land to poor 
residents of the Lyari slum area was also withdrawn after the Premier’s assurance 
that the Government would oommunioate with the Corporation in oonneotion with 
the conditions governing the grants of lands. 

Bepxal of Cbucinal Tbibbs Act 

Sheikh Abdul Majid moved a resolution, rocommending the repeal of the Criminal 
Tribes Settlement Act of 1934. The Premier assured the House that the Government 
Iwt that the seotion of the Act compelling certain oitizens to report themselves to 
the police did entail hardship ana that the Government had instructed District 
Hagistrates and Superintendents of Police to go into the question and reduce the 
number of persons affeotod by this provision, in which connection the representa- 
tives of the peoplq in the districts ooncerned would be consulted. After the elimina- 
tion of cases, the residuary number would be referred to a Qommittee whose pro- 
posals wonld be piaoed before the House. 

Sheikh Abdul Majid deolined to withdraw the resolution, which] was talked out. 
the Honse was then prorogued. 
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LIST OP MEMBERS 


t Thb HoiTblb Malik Khuda 
BakHSR KhaH (Speaker) 

I Mr. Abdul Rashid 

(Deputy Speaker) 

Ministers 

3 The Hon'blb Doctor Khan 

Sahib 

4 Thb Hon*bl«c Lala Bhanju Ram 

5 The Hon'blb Qazi Atta Ullah 

Khan 

6 Thb Hon'blb Khan Muhammad 

Abbas Khan 

Memherz 

7 Khan Abdullah Khan 

8 Khan Abdul Aziz Khan 

9 Khan Abdul GaRoor Khan 

10 Arbab Abdul Ghafoor Khan | 

11 Raja Manochdbr Khan I 

la Abdul Rab Khan Nishtar 

13 Khan Sahib Raja Abdur 

Rahaman Khan 

14 Arbab Abdur Rahaman Khan 

15 Khan Sahib Abdul Majid Khan 

16 s. AjiT Singh 

17 Khan Akbar Ali Khan 

18 Nawabz ADA Allah Khan 

19 Khan Amir Muhammad Khan 

20 Khan Sahib Sai^dar Asadullah 

21 K. Alla DAD Khan 

22 Captain Nawab Baz Muhammad 

Khan 

2 ) Rai Bahadur Lala Chiman Lal 
34 Khan Faizullah, Ghazni Khbl 


35 M. Faqira Khan 
26 Dr. C. C. Ghosh 
37 Lala Hukam Chand 
28 Rai Bahadur Lala Ishar Das 
Sawhnef 

ZQ Mian Jaffar Shah 

30 Sardar jaggat rSiNGH, Narao 

31 PiR Sybd Jalal ^hah 
33 Lala Jamna Dass 

33 Rai Sahib Lala Kanwar Bhan, 
Bagai 

34 Khan Malik-ur-Rahaman 

Khan 

35 Rai Bahadur Mbhr Chand 

Khanna 

36 Khan Muhammad Afzal Khan 

37 Khan Sahib Muhammad Attai 
Khan 

38 Sardar Muhammad AuraKozeb 

Khan 

39 PiR Muhammad Kamran 

40 Nawabz ADA Muhammad Said 
Khan 

41 Khan Muhammad Samin Jan 
43 Nawab Muhammad Zaffar Khan 

Waliwal 

43 Lieutenant M. Muhammad 

Zaman Khan 

44 Khan Nasrullah Khan 

45 Rai Sahib Parma Nand 
45 M. PiR Baksh Khan 

47 L. Tbk Chand Dhigra 
45 Khan B\hadur Sadullah Khan 

49 Khan Zarin Khan 

50 K. Kamdar Khan 


Piroceedings of the Assembly 

Budget. Session-^Pashawar— lit* to 25th. March 1938 

Finanoial Statbiont Fob . 1888— 39 

The Budget Session* of the N. W. Fronti^ Legislative Assembly commenced at 
Peshawar on the let. March 1938. After formal bosiaess and interpellRtiona 
^rdar 4/tg fi'tniiA sought leave of the House to move an adjournment motion 
with a view to drawing the attention of the Government to the grave, sitnation that 
had arisen consequent upon the recent '^brutal murders of innocent Sikhs in Peslmwar 
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tod lUyar” which had oansed great oonsternation amongst the flindoa and the Sikhs 
of the proyinoe. 

The Minister of Edacation assared the floase that Oovernment regarded the 
mardere with horror and would leave no stone nntnrned to bring the oniprits to 
book. He reonested the mover to withdraw the adjournment motion as such 
disonssion would exoite oommnnal fpelings; also the inoidents were sab jadioe. The 
motion was withdrawn. 

The Minister for Finance (Mr. B. B. Oandhi) next presented the Budget for 1938-39. 
In doing so he said**: The total revenue during 1938-39 was estimated at Bs. 180.05 
lakhs and expenditure at Bs. 186.68 lakhs, which amounted to a revenue deficit of 
Bs. 8.63 lakhs. 

'‘The total revenue Is not keeping pace with expenditure, which is growing from 
year .to year owing to normal expansion and new items of expenditure on beneficent 
activities^*, declared the Finance Minister adding that the revenue deficit would be 
covered by drawing on accumulated balance. The nit Man outstanding on 1st March 
1938 will oe Bs. 6U.46 lakhs being the loan floated in open market in 1937-38 for 
repayment of the earlier loan from the Qovernmeut of India of Rs. 35 lakhs to meet 
capital expenditure on the Malakand Hydro-electric scheme and also for farther out- 
lays on the Hydro-electrio scheme and other civil works. 

Mr. XBhanjuram Oandhi added that in the revised estimates presented last 
summer it was estimated that the year 1936-37 would close with a oalauce of Rs. 
7.6i lakhs in the revenue account and a total balance of Bs. 14.07 lakhs including 
debt and deposit heads. Actually the year closed with balances of Bs. 9.37 lakhs and 
Bs. 25.41 lakhs respectively. The improvement of Rs. 1.76 lakhs in the revenue 
section was the outcome of a saving of Rs. 37 lakhs in expenditure and a rise of 1.39 
in revenue under excise stamps aud irrigation. The increase in total balances was 
farther due to net credit of Rs. 9 lakhs received from the Central Oovernment on 
decentralization of balances, debt and deposit heads. 

Repeal Of Bepbessive Laws 

3rd. MARCH t— The Assembly passed to-day Mr. Ahdur Bab's Bill which inter 
alia repeals Bection 124- A, I. P. G., Section 1()8, Or. P. C., the Press Emergency 
Powers Act and the Frontier Crimes Regulation and amends Section 144, Or. P. C., 
exelnding political operations from its provisions. 

Non-Offxcxal Bills 

The Frontier Province Primary Edacation Bill, 1933, moved by Fir Bakhsh Khan^ 
was referred to a Select Committee on the motion of the Education Minister. 

Bat Bahadur Bemchand Khanna^ while supporting the Bill, urged its extension 
to girls also. The mover replied that the conditions in the Province were not favour- 
able for such a step at present. 

The Assembly also passed Akdur Bab Khan Miahtdr's Bill, removing the 
nominated element from local bodies and making compulsory provision for the election 
of Chairmen. 


Hotrsi Seabcubb in Peshawar 

4lh. MARCH The adjournment motion moved by Mr. Mahomed Aurangzeb Khan 
to-day to discuss house searches by the polioe in Peshawar in connection with the 
recent mnrders of Sikhs, was lost by 29 votes to 17. Almost all non-Congress 
Muslims voted for, while the Hindu-Sikh Party voted against the motion. 

The mover declared that no one commended wilful murders but unreasonable 
house searohei^f respectable citizens must equally be condemued; A lengthy debate 
then took place, in the coarse of which the snpporteis of the Government justified 
the searches on the ground that the ensuring of peace 'and the safety of citizens 
aLodd be the object of Government. Some Muslim League members alleged that 
the searches were directed against their organisation. 

The Premier, the hon. Dr. Khan Saheb, opposing the motion said the motive 
behind it was not only to oritioise the searches but something else— which altogether 
npeet the Opposition Leader. He declared that Peshawar was terrorised by a lot of 
people and that the Government had made np their mind to rid the city of that 
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Qinibal Disottbsxoh or Bttdor 


7iii. MARCH ‘The Assembly spent the whole of to-day to a general dlaoosdon nf 
the hndget, Bai Bahadur Jshwardaa said that naless something good suddenly turned 
9 frontier Prorinoe wi» hewing to insolrenoy. It wu unfortunate that the 


tion was necessary if the Oentral Qovernment wished the Frontier to progress* 
Otherwise, they should be prepared for a growing demand for amalgamation wi£ the 
Panjab. Mr. Aurangzeh Khan emphasised that it was the duty of the Oentral 
Government to provide the Frontier Qovernniebt with the wherewithal for their 
existence as they had detached the Frontier f& imperialistic purposes. 

Bai Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna oongratulated the Finance Minister on his 
labours in connection with the bndget but it revealed an unhappy state of affairs. He 
welcomed the Premier's bold stand for suppressing lawlessness and for the protection 
of minorities. Pir Bakah Khan trenchantly criticised the budget and expressed the 
opinion that the Minister was under somebody's thumb. 


8th. MARCH The Assembly concluded the Budget discussion to-day. The 
Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. Bhanjuram Qandhi wound up the debate and said 
that a Finance Minister's lot was always hard but that of the Finance Minister of a 
Province depending on hopes from the Centre for day-to-day administration was harder. 
Referring to the^ Subvention, Mr. Gandhi said that be would not rest until he had 
wrestedirom unwilling hands the additional Subvention on which the destiny of the 
Province depended. Alluding to Mr. Mehar Chand Khanna* a fear that another politioal 
party to-morrow would inherit insolvent finances, Mr. Qandhi assured him that 
the Socialists might drive the Congressmen from office bnt not the reactionaries. He 
concluded that they were there not through the pleasure of His Majesty the King 
but through the pleasure of His Majesty's poor people. 

Bbsoluiion on Fedebation 

9th. MARCH Mr. C. C. Ohoah moved a resolution to-day against Federation 
severely criticising the Federation and charaotorising the bloc of the Princes' nominees 
as the last ditch of freedom. 

Mr. Abdul Bab Khan moved an amendment recommending to the Government 
to convey to the British Qovorument the dehuite opinion of the people of the Province 
that the proposed Federation was unacceptable and that nothing less than a Federation 
of a free India was needed, comprising democratic units and with safeguards for all 
minorities. He declared that Parliament’s claim to judge the measure of each advance 
during the progressive realisation of self-government was a serious challenge to 
India^ self-respect. He expressed the opinion that Federation should be treated as 
the Germans treated the Versailles Treaty by tearing it to pieces. 

The amended resolution was unanimously carried. 

16th. MARCH Five cut motions to supplementary demands were either with- 
drawn or rejected to-day. A cut motion moved by Mr. Aurangzeb Khan (Leader of 
the Opposition), censuring the Government for their failure to maintain the oommunal 
ratio m respect of recruitments, evoked a lively debate. 

The Hon. Dr. Khan Saheb, Prime Minister, declared that the majority community 
In the Frontier realised the importance of winning the oonfidenoe of the minority and 
he deprecated attempts to raise such issues on the floor of the House. The banish- 
ment of the idea oi oommunalism from the brains of job-hunters was the crying 
need. The Premier felt sure that if they remained in office for some time, they 
would receive sincere co-operation, even from the Opposition. 

Aqbicxjltttbists Debtors Relxet Bill 

18tb. MARCH The Assembly had a full-dress debate to-day on the Introduc- 
tion of the Agriculturists Debtors Belief Bill. The Revenue Minister, Kaai Ataullah. 
introducing the Bill invited the attention of the House to the alarming plight of 
agriculturists, which called for immediate relief. Heideclared that debtors paid annually 
one orore of rupees as interest, which was six times the land revenue. They were 
being exploited by clever money-lenders. It was the Government's duty to protect 
such debtors. He moved for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion w till 
October next The Bill was generally supported in principle by speakers, while 
supporting ^e motion, Mr. Meharchand Khanna declared that the malady would not 
and even if all the debts were wiped out Mr. C. (7. GkosA, while endorsing the prin- 
ciple of the Bill, called it a makeshift as in his opinion permanent relief would 
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oom OiihfroBi indnstrlaUailiaii. Urjd&B tbe .immedlato passim of the BiUt Mr. 
Amangmik Kkan objeoted to the exorosioit of persons paying Bs. 000 revenne from 
the eoope of the BtU. Mr. Mwariasr in enpporting thp Bill in principle, expressed 
the fear that it might remain a dead letter. The debate had not oonolnded when 
the Assembly adjourned. 

IM. IIAMCH^— The Assembly passed the Budget demands to>day. During the 
three days* disouasion not a single odt ndotion suoceoded though 191 suon motlonsr on 
33‘ demands had boon* tabled. The Finanoe Minister said that the Govornment ooidd 
not go as far as they«wishod but had done their level host. The Premier, Dr. Khan 
Sahib, declared that Government were working for the betterment of agriculturists. 

The Minister for Industries announced the Goyornmont programme regarding the 
opening of poultry faims and appealed for co-oper^ion. 

LiROUAOX IN TOE LlOXBLAnTBIB 

2 let MARCH Section 85 of the Government of- India Act, compulsorily 
requirlnglthe conduct of proceedings in the legislatures in the English language, was 
severely condemned hj all sections of the House to-day. 

Rat Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna moved an amendment to the Frontier 
Assembly Rules so as to enable members to speak in any language they chooso. He 
called this compulsion an outr^e on the national birthright and urged the Govern- 
ment to move In the matter. The Education Minister, the|Hon. Kaxi Ataullah Khan^ 
appreciating the mover's sentiments endorsed each word of his and agreed that 
it was a hardship to those who did not understand English. Ho promised to take 
Immediate aotion in the matter. The Speaker declared that the motion could hot be 
passed, being tdita virea under the Government of India Aot, though discussion could 
DO allowed' for indioatiog the opinion of the House. 

Plsa vob LirriNO Ban on Exiles 

22»dL MARCH r— The Assembly resumed discussion to-day on Mr. Abdul Axix*s 
tesolnUon recommending the abolition of enhanced revenne in areas under well Irriga- 
tion. The Hon. Kdxi Ataullah Khan^ declared that by aooeptihg the recommendation, 
the Government would lose a revenue of Ba. 3 lakhs, which they could not afford to 
do. The resolution was withdrawn. 

Another resolution recommended to the Government to rbmovo the ban on tho 
onto of East Abdul; Whle Ehan, MaulSna Fazal Babi and other Frontier oxiles. 

The Frander^ the hon. Dr. Khan Saheb^ replying, assured the House that there 
was aa hair by ffie Prtndnoial Government against the exiles. Ho promised to refer 
the oases of lul exiles to the Government pf India for the Removal of the ban. The 
resohitiom was unanimously passed. 

Fsorhsb Anns LmaNSES 

RM MARCH Mr. Naxruilah Khan'e resolution urging the reduction of the 
BaeDee ies for firearms to four annas per weapon was unaoimously passed. Tho 
iV s a i Mr agreetog with the spirit of the reaolutioD declared t)iat tho Government 
woi^ grant Hoems more liberally to enable every person, except anaesifables, to 
obtain arms freely. 

AououLSUBisn Dibioss Relief Bill (Oqn».> 

iM. MARCH The dieonaaion. on tiie Agrioukdrists iDehtors Belief Bill was 
resumed to-day. at. AJii Sin^ tx p re so ed Gie opinion that the Bill under cover 
of giving relief to the tillers. <ff the. soli proteeted landlords, Mr. Ahdur Bab Khan 
repndiatfl tae snggestlon that Debt Geneiilttion Boards had failed miserably in tiie 
Itejab and expreaaml^ opinion 'that frie Government should issue orders for 
mveoting orafto money-lenders from defbatfag the ol^ts of the Bill. The Hon. 
Kaai AiSuUah Khdn^ summing ups deeleied that the country’s wealth depended 
upon the wealth of the tiUeis of the sqU and the Industrialttation of the whole 
piwviiice was lm|KMWk>^ lor anyiGovecnmenl nor could the Government provide lU 
auMiary ooeupatioa for agrIoullarlafB.. A aubetantial reductioi in revenne, while 
crippling the prodnoiat coflbra, would not - mend matters. The Government were 
dmermined to save tho oppreesed fipm the oppressor. No communal oonsideratioli 
oonid defieet tihem fxtm the path wUoh they had chalked .out 

The motion for oiraulation was unanlfiaicualy passed. The Speaker then adjourned 
the Assembly atat die. 
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faff fafaptwfeM 'Dlf 

Wt Mffye ^ ]t Is the iastioniUo rteht of the ladUn t^plo, as of inj ofaor 
peopK tp hsfo froedom and to eoioy the froita of their toil and have the naoMtioa 
of Bfa.ao that they nay iMffo fi^ omrtaiiltleB of growth. We beltoTe also that If 
asy fomimiaatdeprlTes a people of these rtehta and opprMea them, the people 
hsfO a forUier right to alter if or to afalleh tt. The British Qoverimieiit In' laola 
has not Q^y depriyed the ladlan people of their freedom bat has haaed Itself on 
the eaploitatjon of t^ mae^ and hiis nUned India eoonomioally, politioally, ooltnlv 
idly and splrita^ly, . We belleye therefore, that India most seTor the British oonneo* 
tion and attain Puma Swaraj or complete indepenmoe. 

^^We reoognlse that the most effootlre way of gaining oar freedom is not thromA 
▼lolenee. India has gained strength and self-relinoe and marched a long waj to 
Swaraj following peaoefal and legitimate methods, and it is by adhering to £eae 
methods that oar country will attain independenoe. ; 

**We ifadge oarselrea anew, to the Independenoe of ilndla and aolemnly reaolfe 
to earty en n6n-?iolently the straggle for freedom till Parna Swaraj; Is attained.*** 

Ponelion for Nalnrel Calemltiea 


Shrl' Uttamekand from Sind offered to the Committee three Goyemment Promlsemr 
Notes of the yalne of Rs. 3,000 besring .5 sod a half per cent Interest on oondltiM 
that the interest be atHlsed for .the relief, of the safferers from natanil oidaiaities« 

Ihe Committee sooepted with thanks the donstion earmsrked for the* poirpose 
indiosted by the donor. 


Implemeiilinfof Cengtess Pfagremam by Congrats lilnighrles 

Hr., Jfasafw*# motion on this subject had been referred by .the last A. I. 0. 0* ejt 
Cslootta to the: Workiim Committee. After • oerefol oonsideratioa of the motion the 
Committee passed* the following reeolutlon ': 

^Ihe Working Committee haye' oonefdered the motion relating to tiie rdenea of 
of politioal prisoners, the repeal of repreesfye laws* and other allied mstten which 
was referrea to them by the A. L C. G. at Ghlotitta. The Committee after fall and 
oarefnl oonsideratioa of me sltoation In the yarloos provinoes and diffioolties Inherent 
in the preseut position, record their approral of the work done so far by the Congress 
Ministries, and appreolste that farther efforts are being made to enlarge the brands of 
oiyil liberty and implement the. Congress programmed The Committee are confident 
that suoh efforts will be oontinued by the Ministries and will have the fall oo-opera- 
tion of all Congressmen. 

The Committee are of opinion that In order to faoilitate and expedite progrees I*: 
this direction, as well as to strengthen the Congress organisation in the struj^e lor 
Swaraj, it is necessary to adhere to the Congress policy of non-uiolenoe aqd to 
disoonrage all incitements to vioienoe. The Committee rapeu to Congress Committee 
and individaal Congressmen to help to create an atmosphere of peacefoT disoiplined 
action in the country and to warn any erring .Congressmen against any tendency 
which militates against our policy of non-viojenoe. .Where neoesdary;' Congress 
Committees , shonld take disciplinary actions acnlnst Congress men whb oimnd against 
the Congress policy. 

Congress Hinistries must guide themselfas 'by the*: piinoiple of olvll liberty and 
the demooratlo approach by means- of ‘ persuasion rather than by ooerciye notion but 
insplte of eyery desire to avoid it, ooeroive action may become neoossaryi, . and In 
auoh eases ^Biinistries will inevitably have to undertake it. 8aoh ooeroive hotion shonld 
only be nntertdten where there has been violenoe or inoiteihent to yiolenbe' or 
communal strife^* 


Kiaan ffabU Workers Bihar 

■The Committee oonsldered the resolution pf the Ezecntiye of the Bihar P. 0: Q. 
regarding the aotivitlea of some workers of the Klsan Sabha who were, also memben 
of the ingress. A memorandum on b^alf of the Eisan Babha In this oonneotion 
was also oonsldered. The following resoldtion ^as. passed 

*The Working Committee oonsldered the resolution of the Exeeattve of the Behar 
P. CL 0. regarding the aotivlties of some mraibers of the Kipaq Sabha m that prorinoe 
and also ednsidered represestatidue in, eonneetipn therewith. . Cotnknitlee .desire 
to make it dear that while the Congress tolly reoognlses the rights of Eisans to 
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OKiBlae themadm In Kisan Sabhaa. it cannot associate itself with any actl?itie8 
wnfch ran coonter to the basic principles of the Congress. The Working Committee are 
In agreement with the exeontlTe of the Behar P. C. 0. in disapproving of the aotivi- 
ties of those Congressmen who as members of the Kisan fiabha held in creating an 
atmosphere of violence. Sach condaot renders them liable to disciplinary action and 
the Behar P. 0. C. ahonld take such action wherever necessary sSter doe notice to 
the partieB oonoemed,” 

CongMS Eleelioiis In Bihar 

Report hadtepeared in the press and complaints had been received by the Work- 
ing Committee aboat unconstitutional methods and violence used in the election of 
ddegates in some places In Bihar. The Committee passed the following resolution 
In the connection 

*The Working Committee has learnt with strong disapproval that in the course of 
recent Congress delegate elections in some provinoes, violence and other objectionablo 
behaviour was resorted to by some candidates or their supporters. Such behaviour on 
the part of Congressmen cannot be tolerated and the provincial Congress Committees 
oonoerned should institute immediate enquiries and take strongest action whenever 
oalled for.” 

Cotton CooiBiitleo Report 

The Cotton Odmmittee Report was placed before the Committee. The Committee 
adopted the report and passed the following resolution 

^The Report of the Cotton Committee appointed by the All India Congress Com- 
mittee was placed before the Working Committee . Tne Working Committee are of 
Ofdnion that the situation created by the world slnmp in cotton prices is one of 
extreme gravity and fraught with disastrous oonsequenoes for the cotton onltivators 
all over me country prompt and effective measures are necessary to save the 
cultivators from the misery that faces them. The Committee gonerelly accept the 
recommendations made In the Report and direct that the Report be forwarded to the 
Congress Party in the Central Legislature and the Provincial Governments where 
Oongress ministries are functioning. Further that the Report be Issued to the press. 

Cotton CoBunittee Recommendations 

Indian cotton has experienced a heavy decline in prices. The present price of 
cotton Is regarded as quite unremunerative for cultivator. It is apprehended that the 
price of cotton woula go down farther. Prompt and offoctivo measures for the 
protection of the caUivator are therefore urgently needed. A summary of our 
recommendations is given below 

1. Curtailment of area :^Pa8t experience shows that the farmer Is himself in- 
capable of quickly readjusting the area under different crops in accordance with the 
fluotuations in economic return. 

(f) Active propaganda by Government and other agencies to bring homo to the 
cultivator the need of curtailment. 

(t») Assistance by Government needed in changing over to other crops. 

(a) Advance or exchange of seeds. 

(k) Practical guidance regarding alternative crops. 

2. Loans against Colton :^To strengthen the holding capacity of the cotton cuUi- 
vatois and dealers with a view to prevent excessive season^ decline in prices, loans 
at 2 per cent should be provided through the agency of the Imperial Bank of India, 
against a deposit of cotton. 

3. Facility yarding rent or revenue >To prevent distress or forced sales of 
cotton for payment of rent or revenue, these demands should be stayed and payment 
postponed till the holder ol cotton seeking such relief is in a position to market the 
crop at a suitable time of the year. 

i, JEaport suisidy. Difficulty of exporting cotton due to Its being above parity 
in relation to the prices of forei^ cotton. * 

(t) Subsidy n^ed to facilitate export of cotton to foreign customers and to 
stabilise Inland prloes. 

(«0 Oonsnmer of cotton In country to pay a small tax to ^reooup the expenditure 

(iiO^lka to^le industry— both, hand and and machine— to be assured adequate 
proteotton agdtaBt ohmip loielgn cotton goods, If necessary. 
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6. iFrmghi iMuekon : domiuneat of lodia shoaLd deviira otoheme oT redrioUoa of 
froi^t on oonaignments which are intended for export and whioh in Mot get 
exported. 

ThnaUmd impott of* Foir^gn cotton. Taking adrantage of the relatire oheap- 
nees of foreign ootton— Indian ootton being above paritv— merohante and millowherB 
are atteo^ting to import foreign ootton whose staple is oomparable with several 
varietiea of Indian ootton. It is neoessary to ask for prohibition of ootton of 1 inoh 
ata^e and less. All Provinoial Qovernments shonM urge the necessity snoh a 
measnre on the Qovernment of India. Elected members of the Indian Legislative 
Assemto to do likewise. Additional import dnty wonki not snffice. 

7. To faoiUtatOy by Qovernment help, change over to snperior varieties of ootton,to 
xeplaoe the present imports of higher staple ootton. 

8. Forward calet. There is a volnme of opinion that the existing praotioes re- 
garding forward sales and Tmt Bffandi transactions have had the tendenoy to liadnly 
depress the ootton market. The situation therefore ealls for an inquiry, by^^e Qov- 
emment of Bombay. 


8. CKiminff and Protiing ehargei. There is evidence that owners of giqp end 
preeses oombine for exploiting the distress of the farmer by forcing him to piy ex- 
osssive charges. Government regalation is needed to bring down the charges to a 
oompetitive level. 


PVesideiit'a Statement 

Tko following otatcment was issued by iks President on the ist January 1988 
From press reports it Mpears that Mr. If. A. Jinnah has issned some kind of 
a chalien|» to me though l nave not been able to make ont what this is about and 
why he snould think it neoessary to Issne challenges. Nor have I any recollection 
of any previous ^ohallenge* to whioh he refers. Mr. Jinnah is farther reported to 
have said that he is fighting the Congress leadership which is misleading the, Hindus. 
At the same meeting Mr. Faslul Huq has oalled upon Muslims to prepare for 
direct action against Hindus and has threatened to use a big rod against those he 
disapproves of. He looks forward to communal oonfliots and prophesies dire happenings 
in which he will play a prominent role. All this frank inoitement to oommunalism 
and hatred and conflict is strange language whioh one has not associated so far with 
political leaders and those in positions of responsibility. I have no taste or aptitude 
for controversy of this kind and I oan only regret that matters which should be 
disoussed dispassionately and with the ordinary oourtesies of public life should be 
dealt with in suoh a manner. Whoever wishes to fight the Congress on oommunal 
issue will have to fight in the air, for the Congress will have nothing to do with suoh 
internecine conflicts. We have fought, not without success, the power of 

British Imperialism and that fight we shall continue till imperialism flourishes no 
more in India. In that fight we shall gladly oo operate with every individual and 
group in India, whatever, our minor differenoes might be. We think in terms of no 
other fight and we shall strain every nerve and do our utmost to gain the oonfidenoe 
and goodwill of all our oountrymen. Mr. Fazlul Huq’s approach is one of threats 
and angry defiance, Mr. Jinnah’s approach is anything but friendly. But I should 
like to assure Mr. Jinnidi on behalf .of my colleagues and myself, that even without 
the issue of ohallenges, any statement or proposal by Mr. Jinnah will always have 
the most careful consideration. We are always prepared to sit down and consider 
any of the problems whioh afflict India. So for as the minorities question is 
oonoerned. It is the declared and well esublished policy of the Congress not only to 
do full iuatloe to them, but to go even beyond that in order to inspire oonfldenoe and 
good-wul In teem. The Congress oan oooceive of no freedom for India whioh is 
not an equal freedom for, all the various religious oommunities whioh inhabit India 
and in which all do not share equally and have full opportunities of growth and 
development So far as religious. and .oultural matters are oonoerned It has given the 
fnllest possible assuranoes and declared that these should be inoorporated th.onr 
fnndameatel rights in the oonstitution. A farther assuranoe has been given in 
ififard to personal law. In regard to certain politioal rights, the Oommunal Award 
■Mads for% present and we have stated repeatedly teat we seek no ohaw 
anaopt with tee oottonrrenoe of those ooaoeroed« We have further declared that 
ve shall at-Mi bv tee provisional agreement whioh was arrived at between Babn 

and Mr. Jinnah. What remains ? If 
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ithm 19 aojthiiig of imiiorUBOo left over, let us have it out bj in maaoe lod oomi. 
4 ||p Jt Mj dittottl^ ie that I do not know vrhat the argament la aboat 

JiM^ally the Oongrees Ie a politioal body aotiBg oa the natioi^ aod political 

oomaiaiial 

OoQgreaa 


uf, and iaevirably dealiiw wi 
I raligtoiia boandarlea. Beoa 


With 


economic oneatlona. All 
of the atreu^ that 


theae ovei 

Id 


the ornnia^ masaea of thia oonntry, and Moanae of the growing imporSmoe 
- fnnotiona alao to aome extent on the interaational nlane 


alao haa nothing to do with rdi^ona or oommonai 


jd l^ii^ iSe Gongreaa 

jThla ia ooand to grow. Thia 
.^naationB. 

1 waMmo the reoent re-orientation of the Mnalim Leagne and aome of ita reaoln- 
ti)i^. which have brodght it mnoh nearer, In theory atieaat, to the Gongreaa. 1 
>w4bome ita new objeottve of independence. I hope thia theory will be tranalated 
•ijito practice and atrengthen the anti-imperialiat atroggle. 

;I wonld beg Mr. Jinnah to remember what the Oongreaa ia today. It ia very 
vibrant from what it waa in the days when he waa aaaooiated with it Durinx 
;ttia period it haa grown remarkably and ia to-day an organiaation with thirtyone 
mha of mehibeaa aotoally on ita rolia, of whom abont a hundred thouaena are 
HaiiiMia. It induenoea aoorea of miliiona of othera. But apart from the vaat 
Jinmera It infloenoea, it haa aucoeeded by ita oontinuona work in the maaaea and ita 
Ml^gna of diiwot notion In developing politioal oooBoioaaneBa among the people 
L|n creating atrength and aelf-relianoe in them. Theae miliiona* thoitth more 
nieciplined that ever before and capable of united action are not dumb miep who 
nan be driven at the will of a few leadera, howaoever honoured and reapeoted the 
litter might be. Even our village oommitteea are vital bodiea having a wul of their 
own and atriving to mtpreaa it The Oongreaa la thua a vaat demooratio organiaation 
inflaenoed greatly by ita leaderahip no doubt but eaaentially reacting to the preaaure 
IMJirgea coming np from ita tena of thottaanda of local committeea. 

What are our major problema to-day ? Politically the fight againat the proponed 
Federation and for independence. Socially and in the aphere of eoomomioa, the fight 
apdnat poverty and unemployment and the neoeaaii^ to lighten the burdena of our 
maaaeg and raiaer their atandarda to human levela. There are ever ao many other 
mattara of importanoe and demanding— attention, education, medical relief and aanitatlon, 
the development of planned ihduatry— but before we can grapple with them the baaio 
problema moat be aolved. In fading theae baaio problema of Federation and Indepen- 
dence and poverty and unemployment we come up againat great veated intereata, 
imperlaliatio aod aemi-feudal. The reoent deoiaiona of the IfuaTim League led me to 
hope that the organiaation ia beginning to think of theae problema in the aame light 
aa we have done for ao many yeara. If ao, let. ua oo-operate by all meana with each 
other and with ail other anti-imperialiat elementa in the country in thia fight for 
freedom, whether the method of fighting ia by direct action or otherwiae. 

May I expreaa the hope that any fdrther approach to the communal or minoritiea 
queation will be a diapaaaionate one, and wiU not aeek to ronae bitterneaa and hatred 
which can never help in the oonaideration of any problem. In thia dynamic and 
revolutionary age, pregnant with big poaaibility, thoae of ua who have a meaaure 
of hfflnenoe with our countrymen, dare not loae eight of the big thinga or encourage 
paaaiona which weaken ua and lower ua in the world’a eateem. 


OBITUARY— Svimeti Swerupvaal Nehru 

Mra. Motilal Nehru paaaed away at 5 p. m. on Monday January 10, 1038. Though 
old (69) and greatly enfeebled by her previoua prolonged illneaa her death waa audden 
and nnexpeote^ l&e waa chatting with her children till fairly late in the night when 
anjUtack of paralyaia laid her proatrate and brought her end. It waa the peaceful 
end Cf a noble life. On hearing the newa the oiu ohaerved a complete and apontane- 
ona hartal. Peb|# of all oommunitiea joined the funeral prooeaaion in their thonaanda 
teatifying to the univeraal love and reapeot ahe commanded. Meaaagea of oondolenoe 
and aympathy from near and far have been pouring in on Jawharlalji in hie aad 
beieavement. Gandhiji sent the moat aignifioant meaaage whioh beautifoily anma up 
the devoted life of aervice of the departed aonl. *Died nobly ; and a model mother, 
wife and widow 

Exaotly to the minute twenty-four honra after, paaaed away her elder aiater 8hri- 
amti Bajpati |Uul who had been her oompanion for many yeara. Aa if her work 
do pf . ahe eould live no more* 

nwra Is aaiversal nmpstbf sad bnsiiwis has bass a a apa s dad aad ■aiHufi bald 
ttNo^iaat bdia aad Bana. 
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NOTES 

Jumm Tour 

Hie loqg dd«jad Atsam Toar of the President oame off in the first week df 
Pooenher. fle fuwo eight dsys to it As asoal he hsd the warmest welcome from 
f4i seoffons of the popolatioa. The semi-starred peasants Hindns and Mnslims aiid 
the labonrers in the tea plantation flocked in their thonsands to hear the Congress 
message of hope of which he was the bearer. Xh|, I’resident returned from AsHih 
esrrjuig with nimself happy memories of the prorinoe and the warm welcome ae- 
ooriM to hiniL fle oontrioated two long articles ih his oharsoteristio style about ffie 
economic and sooial oonditioa of the prorinoe. He marked the porerty that was 
terribly in efidenoe and drew the attention of the Assamese native born and domi- 
oiled to the rast mineral and forest resources of their provinoe which were waiting 
there to be exploited by their labour. He thought the Congress was a vital living 
fCroe in the provinoe, only its organisational side needed improvement His visit' 
oieated a fresh life in the provinoe. 

Nye-EleelieB 

The Oongrees oontested bye-elections for the three Mnslim seats of the U, P. 
Legislative Assembly, Saharanpnr, Moradabad and Bulandshahr and lost to the Muaiiin 
League by margins ranging from 10 to 20 per cent. 


China Day 

The President received an appeal from help from General Chn Teh of China in 
which the latter described the spirited resistance which the Ohioese were offering 
to Japan’s Impeiialistio aggression and expressed appreciation of India’s sympathy 
with them in their hour of trial. The president on Receipt of this letter issued an 
wpeal to the Country to observe the China Day for the second time and fixed 
jMuary 9th for it Meetings were held on that day throughout India and collection 
made to help the Chinese with medical supplies. At all meetings resolutions were 
paiBsed oonveying greetings to the Chinese people in their heroic struggle and ex- 
pressing condemnation of the brutality of Japanese aggression. '*To help China at 
this hour of trial', declared Jawaharlatji at the public meeting, *was the duty of all 
nations who wish to espouse the right cause’. 


AvTMto and Coovietipns Pte. 

The following are some of the oases of arrests, convictions, internments, exlern- 
ments, searches, MSKing orders and the like compiled from the daily Press and the 
bnlletins of Civil llberaes Union. 


In the Funjah 

(1) Psndit ftikash Nath Tewary, General Beoretarv, Histnot congress Committee 
wss amested by the police on a warrant issued by the Distriot Magistrate under 
totion lOB Or. P. G. for disseminating alleged seditious matter. 


District Congress Committee 



(2) The Punjab Polioe arrested Chaudhari Bihari, a Congress worker of Delhi, at 
Karl village for making an alleged seditious speech there. 

9) Gurnbux Bin^ who recently returned from Argentine has been arrested from 
Dusiaji Kaiou (Jullunder Distriot) nnder the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment A^ 
(4) R>hi ii f ada Fhisnl flassan, the Ahrar Leader was arrested in oonneotion with 
an eUsged seditkras speeoh delivered by him in La^re. « . « 

(6) Bardar Balwanfe Singh Dukhia, Chairman, Reception Committee^ Punjab P^* 
viaoial Pblitioal Oonteenoe. (Hrhdiwala has been sentenoed to three years* rigorous 


(m Jathsdar Aohhar Biogh of Lahore has been sentenced to six mouths' rigorous 
tapnaonsMut for a speeoh made by him at Jaudiala Bherkhan in August lust. 

(7) Under order of the Chief Beoretary, Punjab an order was served on Bardar 
fitw 8ii^ Mikhail, Oene^ Beoretary, Bbaromani Akali Dal under . seotion S of the 
mminal Law Amendment Act. . ^ ^ 


dab 

(n JnUnadnr Mioe made a lathi oharge oh a crowd of peasants lirlth blaok flaks 
who had Mheted at Kalledar to shout at the Minister of Development, Punjak fo 
flb husk. TiMoe auhaeqneotly arrested eight Congress workers oh a ohsige of riothig. 
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<9)^ Muter Mote Singh, a looialist leader of Jullandar, Panjab, wu amated under 
lt4A« L P. C. (Sedition) on Norember 13, for a apeeoh delifore^ by him at Qardhi* 
wala Conferenoe. / 

<10) Bibi Ohulam Fhtima, a Oongreu worker of Lahou, wu untenoed 
to six months* rigorona imprimnment and a fine of Ra, 100 under Bution it4A and 
163A, for reoitinff an aUegu aeditious poem at a publio meeting Md at 

(11) Pritam Singh of Eaul, who reoentlj returned after a proloni^ atay in the 
United Statu of Amerioa, hu bun arruted and taken to Lahore I%rt where he ia 
at preunt confined. 

(If) Bie Punjab Opyernment, It in reported, hare banned the entry into prorinu 
of **Kiiti,’ an organ of the Punjab fiooialiU Party. 


(13) Lahore police raided the Oongrua Sooialiat party ofioe at Bradlaogh Hali on 
Norember 18 in aearoh of Berolutionary Literature. The Police aim aurohed the 
room of Shri Mohan Lai, ex-editor of Kirtl. 

(;L4) For failare to depuit aeourity of JEte. 600 demanded by the Government the 
Mercantile Elrntrio Preu of Rawalpiadi hu bun unfiaoated by the Punjab 
QoTeroment 

(15) Swami Sarupanand, member of the Delhi Provinoial Oongreu Oommittoe, 
haa been mryed with a notice under Section 3 of the Punjab Orimlnal Law Amend- 
nent Aot asking him not to take any part in political meetings or prooeuiona. 

(16) Snijan Sinha, Suretery Meje Oongreu Committu, Lahore, Du, 

Thakur Sinha and Nathan Sinha, Oongreu workers were placed under poliu aurveil- 
lanu by the Punjab Government during the Yioeregal visit to the Provinu. 

(17) Sanura Singh, a Sul aliat of Pasrampur, who wu pruaouted for publishing 
a putor allued to untaln objutionable matter hu been untenoed by the District 
Magistrate, jfillundnr, to three months* rigorous imprimnment under Smtion 18 of 
the Indian Preu Emergency Powers Act 

(IS) Amarohand, a Oongreu worker of Ludhiana, has bun ordered to ezmute a 
bond of Ba. 1,0(X) with one surety to be of good behaviour for one year or in default 
simple inurimnment for one year for an alleged objutionable apeun. 

(IQ) Two Oongreu workers of Lyallpur, Chintaram Thapper and^m Hakhamel 
have been untenoed to sis months* imprimnmut and a fine of Bs. 300 vaoh for de- 
livering alleged objectionable speuhee. 

(20) First clau Magistrate, Jullandar, hu untenoed uven Oongresamen of Nako- 
dar on a charge of rioting and forming unlawful asumbly to 18 months’ rigorou 
imprimnment and another to 6 months. 

^1) Distriot Magistrate, Lahore, hu demanded an advanu seourity of Bs. 9C3 
from 8. P. Yarmani who had filed a dularation for daily paper, 'Aunari Shikayat* 


In the United Provincu 

(1) A warrant under Sudon 124A wu urved on Pandit Paramanand of JhansI 
for delivering a speuh alleged to be sedidous at Dehradun. (He hu ainu beu ra- 
leaud with a irarniim). 

9) Gnipati Bai Baksena, News-editor, Pratap, wu arrested on Dm. 6 lor addreu- 
ing a meeting of the workers at Oawnpore' in alleged oontravendon of the order under 
Section 144^. P. G 

0) The District Magistrate, Oawnpore served an order under 8mtion 144 Or. P. 
G on 14 permni mudy labour leaders diruting them to refrain from making spesohu 
at pnbHo gatherings or publishing leaflets for a period of two months. 

(4) Sitttosh CT Kapoor, Joint Secretary, filudur Sabba, Oawnpore wu arruted 
te alieied bremh of Sudon 144 on Dm. 7 and hu bean sentenced to 0 months' 
imprimnnient 

(6) B. G 8|||m and J. Bhatteobanu, two studants of the Allahabad and Banaru 
Univeraitim reapmdvely who were being prosmuted under Smtion 7 (^) and (iO ^ 
tto^Bj ^^Ori minal Law Amendment Act, have been untenoed to two yean’ rigorou 

In Delhi 

U) Five ax-Kakori primneia, Manmatha Nath Gupta, Indra Nath Bskshi, Bam 
Krishna Khatri, Bern Duiaral Trivedi and L G Ohatter^ were served with nodou 
by the Ocmnlaghmar, Delhi, asking them not to palpate In pcMie maattegs or 

jSa Naw Dalhi poltea aude a lathi chuge on • paacafnl pw esi rt o n In oca* 
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naotiot wfth the oonfaranoe for the release of polftioal priaoners, whioh reaulted ia 
iajaries to a few people. 

(8) Ilva Mhi Obngreu Booialiet workers Brij Eiahea Ohaadiwala, Shrimatl 
Batyavatii Kriahoa Ijrer sad two others were aerred with notioee hj the Chief Ohm* 
mieeiotter on Nofombor 19 aaking them not to partioipate in any polities! activity, 
meeting or prooeeaion for a period of 3 nmnths. Theee workers were touring the 
ooantrjaide. 

In Beiianl 


(1) Anath Kant Bose. Seoretary, Kishan Gai^ (ingress Committee was i 
with a notice under Section 144 Cr. P. O. on 15th Oct. night restraining him from 
attending the Kiaan Babha meetings on 17th Nov. at ShibganJ. 

(2) Pandit Ram Chandra Sharma and six others were served with notioe under 
Seotion 144 Cr. P. C. restraining them from going to SHalighat and making speeohos. 

(3) In a statement issued by the Beogai Civil Liberties Union a serious case of 
Police molestation is reported. Bassnt Josh! arrested is oonneotion with the police 
oonspiraoy case and now on trial reports of otoae polioe watoh and indeoent inter- 
ferenoe in private life. The management of Janmat^ a weekly paper, was compelled. 
It ia alleged, by the Polioe on threat of demanding aeourities to get rid of the 'service 
of Joshi who was then on the editorial staff. Joshi also oomplains of an unprovoked 
aasanlt on public rosd by those who were deputed to watoh him. 

(4) 8. r. Banerjee of Bhakta whose movements were restrioted by orders of the 
government was aentenoed to six weeks* rigorous imprisonment by the Deputy Magis* 
trate, Daooa on a oharM of failing to attend the polioe station on the presoribed date. 
His defence was that he did it beoause no maintenance allowance was granted to him 
despite hia repeated prayers. 

(b) A fresh order under Seotion 18 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Ont- 
ragw Aot was served on B. Das Qnpta, President, Badioal Party, Bengal not to leave 
Cdontta Municipal area without written permission, noi to associate with any person 
whose methods included the use of violence or terrorism of any kind, not to -en* 
oourage any form of terrorism and report himself twioe a week at the polioe station. 
He has been under similar orders for the last three years. 


(8) Mrs. Indumatl Sinha whose sentence under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Aot was reduced on appeal to the period already undergone has again been 
home-interned. 

(7) The District Military Intelligence offioe aooompanied by a Sub-Inapeotor raid- 
ed the house of Sarat Chandra Bhoopi and Abhay Oharan Bboopi of Kalipara in 
queet of arms and objectionable literature. Notiliing iooriminating has been found. 

(8) Calcutta Polioe searched the offioe of the *Deah Darpan’ the only Punjabi 
Daily In Calontte and *Kavi Press' where the said newspaper is printed. It ia re- 
ported all Qopiea of the paper dated June 29, 1987, alleged to oontain seditions 
material, were seised. 

(9) Ohatar Singh, printer and publisher of 'Desh Darpan’ has been arrested in 
oonneotion with an article appearing in its issue of June 89, 1987. 

(10) It is reported that Srimatt Tarulate Mandal, Beoretary of the Bsahirbat 
Peasant Bamity and Rastam Ali Miatry have been arrested in oonneotion with agrarian 
trouble in the said subdivision. 

(11) Hemeudranath Cbakravarty of Danlatpur, Pabna, has been rearrested at the 
Jail gate on 1^. 21 an the expiry of the foil term of oonviotion (7 years). He served 
hie oonviotion mostly in the Andamans and was brought back to be released. 


(1) The Bombay Ckivernment issued a notification under the Criminal Law Amend- 
asent Aot declaring the offence of Criminal intimidation oommitted within Municipal 
limits of Ahmedabad City to be oogniaable and non-Mlable. « ^ ^ 

® The District Mamatrate of fiUiolapur .issued fresh order under ^Seo. Or. P. a 
prohibiting meetingi aiM prooessiona in Sholapnr In oonneotion with the agitatioa by 
the Bed nag Union of Sholapur. 


« <W,^ef Presidenoy Mtfiatrate, Madw* demuM u jffivuoe Murity de^ et 
Bai liXX) from a Srinivanbm, Madras Oongceaa SoMIft when he filed a da- 
olanfien an publialMr of a Tamil Weekly enStled the HSooialiaP. 
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OomnmeDt of Sindh hnvo deoumded adfinoe aeoaritj of Rs. 600 from the nrinUr 
and publisher of Na?-Bbarat, Ksraohi when he AM the deolaiitioii. 

lathe la^StHee 

Jfliore : 

(1) She Amildar Magistrate of Molkslnfflem has prohibited the oondaotfaig of 
prooeasions, holding of meetinn, deliTaring or reading of apaemias in or near any 
pnblio place in Molkalumern Sown and within the raditis of fire miles thereof with 
^«ot from the 6th instant Oopies of the Ofdora were senred on a number of leaders. 
0) Under order of the Amildar Msf^trate ail political meetings and processions hare 
been prohibited in Chitaldrog town for a period of two months^ 0) T. 8abrsmanyam« 




Molalkere Town Congress Committee were 
(Mition) for alleged seditious speeches on 
District Magistrate has sentenced Hoshote 
simple imprisonment under Section lfi4A 
Laishminarayan Bao who stands charged 
order under Section 144 Or. P. C. has beet 
Oommittee and four others by the filial 
hibiting them from addressing meetings 


arested on December 3 under 
‘Patriots November 14. (4) Bangalore 
Nabadeva Sastri aged 60 to four months' 
(sedition). (6) Bsilnaa been refused to Jd. 
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under the Section 124A (sedition). (6) An 
1 served on the Seoretary of the Congress 
First Glass Magistrate of Ohiokbalpor pro* 
and participating in prooessions for one 


Khalig, Seoretary, Campbelpur Congress Committee, has been sentenced by 

triot Magistrate to pay a fine of Be* 20 or in default to undergo a fortnights’ simple 
imprisonment for advising the villagers in Thlsgang Tshsil to organise and join fthe 
Congress, (9) Superintendent, Government Oaraens, has put up a notice saying that 
no pnblio meetings will be allowed in Gandhi Sagar, Bangidore, the usual open pisoe 
for holding public meetings. (10) Restraint orders were served on a number ot persons 
including H. a Dasappa,T. Mariysppa, T. 8. Bsjagopala Iyengar, K. Seshadri, a 
Bangaramiah and M. N. Jois by District Magistrate, Mysore. (U) M. N. Chaudhn, 
Publicity Officer, Mysore Congress Board, was arrested on Novembw l^tlu (12) 
Proceedings under the security Idections |08, 112 and 117 (8) Or. P. C. have been 
launched against five Congress workers in Dodhallpur town namely, Chonnahaasappa, 
M. Yoorabhadriah, Pnndaiika and Y. Aiyar, a student, for alleged sediuous speeute 
(Iffi Restraint order for two months under Section 144 Cr. P. c. was served on Nov. 
14th on T. B. R. lyenger, Advocate of Mysore and A. N. 8. Bao, a Cougrett worker 
who accompanied him to Holo Naraipnr. (14) Bangalore police searched on November 
16 the Indian Press for alleged objeotionahie handbills of a warrant issued by the 
City Magistrate under Section 94 Or. P. O. (15) ”Frojamatha'’ a very popular weekly 
whose ffiditor was ezterned on 24 hours’ notice, has been disaUowed pnblioation in 
the State under the drastrio Section 8 of the Mysore Newapaptf ^Jmulutioa 
III of 1907. (16) The order under ^tion 144 Or. P. 0. prohibiung aseeBup and 
piooemiona in Bangalore City which expired on November 17th has been promiogitsd 
prohibiting meetings lor a period of two months in Bangalore Piark (17) &. 1. 
Bbasyain and N. 0. Thimma.Beddi, Oongress leaders, were oonvicisd on November 
8th by the City Magistrate, Bangalore, lor sedkiou and aentenoed to undergo rigorous 
imprisonment for 18 months eaeh and to pay fine of Bs. IfiOO or in default a further 
Isr 1 of three months. 


CoMn : ft 

P. & Nambudiri, labour leader, has filed a ease against, the Cochin Barbour ser- 
geant lor assault* The Sergeant taki n g permissioa from the State filed a counter ease 
for iilsgii propaganda, against Nambudari. The«Distriot Magistrate has coaviotod 
Nambuw and sentenced him to 6 montha’ imprisonsMet 

Tra^gmoon 

The District Magintrate, Quilon issued orders on November IS prshiUtlim the 
hbUiag of pnblio sMOtings and other demoaatrationa lor a period of twenty-five dafn 
in the Tm to oongratMM 0. Msahavaa, a p^tioai prlaoasr, reosntiy rslssasd. 
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m/Mu Bjiati, PnMut, HydenM Bttta HxaoatiTa ObonittM, mmh to htvt 
perata^ J* *•*•“ •"* oowiooHm with tbo doolb 

smtfonory, ot tbo loto Vmmb Nnki Prosidont of tbo kwol Onnomii OoBioitlMi Sif 
HpdOfl ta Topovtod to boTO told tbo dopoto^o thot it io not *tho poHot of *bo Bioooo'o 
Ckmmnoot to aooord pemiasion to proooaoioiia.*' 

J*atiala : 

TvooA OiombM ot tbo Pitiala Stato ftiga ifandal boTo boon arratad on a obaiso 
of baooaafog aaoaabora ot tbo Ooogreaa. 


Resolutions of the Indian National Congress 

Slat Setaion— 'Haripura— 19lh. to 21at. Febniaty 1939 

The followina are the texts of the resolations passed by the Indian Kational 
Oongress at Yithalnagar, flaiipora, Oajarat at its fifty-arst session held «a the 
20th. A 2l8L Fehniafj 1038 : 


1. Coadoiattoe 

The Oongress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of ShrimaU 
SwarupnM^ Nthru^ Sir Jagadiah Chandra Boae» Skri Sarat Chandra CkaUarim^ 
8hri Manilal Kaihari and Skrimati Parvnti Devi^ Shri Jogandra JfaSha Manm^ 
Skri Harandranaih liunahi^ Shri Buehi Sundar Bao, Shri Arga DuU ^agdama 
Sari Adi Narayan ChaUiar, Shri Jaiahankar Praaad^ Shrt Bam Dga Oaur^ Shn 
Kahiroda Chandra Dab^ Shri Culaar Smgh^ Pt, Narayan Bao Bhara^ Shri Biaaaw- 
$hu Boaa^Jhrt. Sarmarda Tyagi and Shri Haramka Vhodra Maitra. 

2. Gaidallo af Aasaai 

This Congress demands immediate rdease of Ooidallo, the heroio Nags woman, 
who raM me banner of freedom in the distant forests of Assam in 1032 and who 
has now been snfferiog imprisonment for more than six years. 


This Cong r ess sends its greetings to the Indians of British Chiisiia on the ooossion 
of the oelebration of the centenary of the arriral of the 6ret Indian aettlere in this 
8onth Ameriean oolony and sends them its good wishes for their adTsnoement and 
progress. 


This Congress slews with alarm the 
and rights enjoyed by the Indians 


deterioration In the statos, 
fiaet Africa inolndlng Kenya, 


mnda. Tanganyika. £suibar. and also In the islands of Manritins and Fiji. 

This Oo?ren Mndemna the new eoonomio polknr now beingpnrsoed by Britidi 
Imperialism for Intensifying its exploitation of the Wenies and TDependenoies whioh 
is Memplifled in the forMtIon of the monopdist Oose- towers Assopia^^ 
Zsuibar and in anoh measnre as the ^tuigf"7ika Prod^ ffli^Bset Afnea 

Transport Projeots, the resersations of thehigWjmds ^ in Keni m to r the white popnla- 
to and the degrading treatment of Indians In M*?'^**®*. 

IhlsOongiw whole-heartedly assooistm tolf with the ot 
Indiana to maintain ofen their present position and etatns in the ten 
they haie settled. 

The (tongreoe aosnreo Ite-tollow-oountrymen owmma of its toll 
sad exproM its reedineas to take all notions within Its powers to 
ooaditiom 

This Oengrese farther wishes to sasore the original inhaUtaata of Sooth end Seat 
Atortotto dmiusd of the Indian eetUere is not oonoeifed in miy wdtVt of J 
j[Jir towards them hot is pat forward ^ grswt o« ex^lsto of 
to Afriosna and to Indian aettlers by Britieh Imperiallam. 


ot 

iee in whieh 
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IBS INDIAN NATIONAL OONQBE8B 




The Oongran eipresM its sppreoistioa of tAs rsspoiiM of the Xadiui psoplo io 
thus appaNd nuids os behslf of tlio Cbogrsts to lotraiii fioa ths oao of olofOi« and 
tbat.flio bojoott of trado in olofsa ia Zaaaibar bf tbo Iqdian aaarohaots haa baaa 
oomploto aad satiafaotorj. Tho Oaogreaa ooafpratiuatea tbo lodiaaa ia Zaaaibar aod 
the oloTo-morehaata ia ladia oa tho maooer ia which they aiaiataiaed this lamott 

MM _ M « A.1 A.I Wm ■ 




bar for Jateroal aad export trade haa act yet heeo aatisfaotorily soloed. The 
OoQgreas repeats ..its leqaeat to the ladiaa people to ooatiaae the diaoee ol olooee 
aad preaaoa aj^ the atteodoa of the' a»rohaots..the desirability of oootioaiag the 
boycott of trade ia oiooes aad traata that by theoe meaaares the Zaoaibar Qooeraaaeat 
weald be oooipened ia the aear fatare to do joatioe to the lodiaa traders ia Zaaaibar 
by raaoiodiog .the oidaotioaable deorees. 


•• fwdiaae ia,|Dayloo 

The Ooagreaa is deeply ooooeroed ooer the threateaed eatrangemeat of 'Mioga 
betweea the people df O^loa aad the lodiaa popalatioa ia the lalaad oooaeoaeat oa 
oerlaia legialatioa ia regard to loieal admioistratioof aod .Mpreheaaiooa ae to diaertiai- 
aatory BMOsarea thai.oiay be farther ahdortiiAea. The Oongresa arges oa the Qoo- 
eromeat of Ceyloa aad her pablio oiea oot to adopt aay policy direotiy or iadireotly 
aiased at diaorfoiioiitioa as agaioat the ladiaas Hfing aad oarryfog oa their afoeathma 
la Oeyloo. la. paraoalar, the Ooagreaa ootea with regret that laws hare beea reoaat- 
ly traoied ao as to deoy the lodlao iaboarera» who helped aad. are helpiog ia the 
derelopaMiat of the. reeoaroea of the laiaod the ..fraaohise m the Jooal adoiiaistratioo, 
nd to asake the ladiaa reaideata appreheod farther reatriotiooa oa their oixil rights 
aad. to feel , that diey are to be relegated to aa iaferior politioal atataa. The Oeograaa 
hopes that aaoh aieaaaree .will oot be aodertakea ..aod that aay lemalatioa that haa 
oraated aaeh a leeiiog will be ao oiodtfted aa to laake ladia feel that, ia spite of 
hNog asperate goeeromeatBi Oeyioy aad lodia are ooo aod iaaeparable ao far.aa the 
peo^ me ooooeiiied. 


% Chtaa 

The Ooagiaaa has riewed with aoxiooa ooooera the eggroasioo.of abrotaal iiimria* 
Zaai ia Ohilaa aad the horroia aad frightfaloess that aa?e aooooipaoied it ^ la the 
epiolea of the Ooogreas.thia ioiperialiat. laraaioa ia fraaght with the gra?est.oooae« 

S eaoea tooths fatare of world peaoe aad of freedom ia Asia. The Ooogreao seeds 
daapest sympathy to. the people of Ohiaa io their great ordeal aod expr e aie a its 
admiratioa far the heroio straggle they are ooadaotiog to laaiotaio their freedom and 
iatii^m. It ooagratolidea theaa oa araierlag aatiooal oaHy and oo^inatioa in the 
iaoe of danger, and aaaaria them of.;^e aollwtty of the Indian people with them In 
the OQBUBoa*taak ef^oombatiiig imperialism aad aohiering freedom. 

As mark of India’a aympathy with the Ohinese people, the Ooagreaa oalls apoa the 
peeple of India to robaia from parohasiog Jappaeae gooda 


The Oongraaa eoadsBona the dooieioa of Orest BriUia as a Mandatory Fewor to 
hriag abeat tho potion of Fhloatiao ia the teeth of the oppoeitioa o( the Arete and 
the ivp^ataseat of a Oommioaloa to oarry oat thin projaot. 

Tho Ooogw.rooordi Its omphatio protest against tha oontianalloa of the leiga 
of tarror into ia. Stitt baiag mmatidned- ia Palaotine to fbroo this polipy opoa^ 

ThoOoagreoi ani emaa Na fall aympathy with Nio Arabs ia thalr atnmgla for 
aajttoaal fraedom aMthab agaiaat ^tudi Imperiallam. 

Tho Ooagioaa holdB that tho proper methoda of aolriag the problem by whieh the 
Jews and tSa Arabs are fhoed ia Fbleetiae by amioable aattlemeat .between tbeemelfM 
and appaidi te tha Jews not to eeek the ehuter of tho British Meada^ ind.aot to 
bo nploltid ia tho fatoroete of Britiah ImpetiaUem ^ 


la.fk of the giaft 4 

tSfi’SSfiStS 


•• fMky W«r. 

0^ wM . ipw w> aad dafaataliag irit whioh arac^ 
dMim 6 atata.afraah tba pSoar al%,XadhB 
la mi war. 




tBS3 OV BESdLimONS 


*» «»• to P«»« «nd friaiiddilp with Oirir Bi«Uwm 
Mi friaull atty own^ «nd to fliu po^ wl*h to wbot* dU oanilil^ o«i- 


flliit bitwMii tibiv* Btrf^Dff for fhoir own froodon Mid ■■ o , 

ttiigr Mra to ^ m^om of othorip and tifliaild ap^eir atreiurth da tbo 

Unfa oi^poimtaoii and f^will. Bwdi oo-operation moidM foniidod 

OB a woM, order and a f hm India will gladly aaaooiate itaelf with anoh an ordor, and 
atand for diaarmamont and ooUeotiTO aeonrity. Bat world oo-oporation ia inpoMbla 
of ‘ aidiiofOBont ao long ao tho roota of interoattonal oonoiot remained and one 
domiaataa over another and imperialiam holda apny. In order, therefore, to eatahliah 
world peaee ra im endaring haaia, imperialiam and the eipioltation of rae people by 
another nnaQend* 

Baring toe Mt few yeara toero haa'toen a rapid and deplorable deterioration in 
international reiationap faaoiat aggreaaion haa inoreaaed and im nnaWitaH deftanoe of 
inteniationd obligationa haa be^me the aTowed policy of faaoiat powera. Britlah 
foreign polioy in aplte of ita evaaiona and indeolaioDai haa oonaiatently aapported the 
tunift powera in GermMy, Spain and the Par Eaat, and maat therefore, largely 
ahoalder toe reapouaibility for the progreaaire deterioration of the world aitoaSon. 
Ihat policy atill aeeka an arrangement with Naai Germany and haa deyeloped oloeer 
rehiabne with rebel Spain. It la helping in the draft to imperialiat world war. 

Indin oan be no parly to anoh an imperialiat war and will not permit her man* 
power and reaonrooa to oe exploited hi tne intereete of Britieh imperialiam. Nor oan 
India loin any war withont toe expreaa oonaent of her people. Gongreaa, theretoroi 
ontirety di^provea of war preparations being made in India and large scale manoen- 
▼raa and air*raid preoantiona. bj which it has! been sought to spread an atmosphare 


ovent of an attempt being made to infolfe 


of approaohiog war in India. In the 
India to a war, toia will he resisted. 

to. Cicliided Arau and ' 

A. This Oongreaa reafirma its opinion that the creation of exolndad and piurSally 
axolnded areas and Chief CommiesioBers* Prortnoee, inolnding British Balobhlatan and 
Oborg nndor the proviaiona of the Qovemment of India dot of 1935 obatrnota too 
growth of nniform demooratio instraotiona in integral part of India ooyering an area 
of orer 907^900 sqoaro miles and inhabited by oxer 18 millioB people. 

This Oongroea oondemns this step as one of the attempts to diyida the. people of 
India into different gronpe for an^aetiflable and disorimin atory treatment repreaaing 
their libertiea and obatrnoting their in^ogrees. 

This Gongreaa farther reiterates tlm opinioa that the separation of this axoluded 
and partially exoloded areas nndonbtedly aims at leaving a large control of diapoaitloB 
imd exploitmoQ of toe mineral and forest wealth in those areas ia the hands of the 
British Government. 

This Oongreaa declares that the same level of demooratio and self-govemiag inatl* 
tntiona show be applicable to all parts of India without any distinction. 

B. This OoDgresa sopports the demmid of the inhabitants of the Chief Oommis* 
sionera' provinoes of dimer-lierwara and Coorg that their provinoes may be amal- 
gamated with the United Provinces, and with Itornatak in tne province of Bombay 

reagotiwely. oondemns the reactionary and irresponaible administration of toe 

provinoe^f Delm attended with euppreseion of oivil liberties aod hardened with high 
noes and extremly heavy land revenue and other similar measures adopted by too 
Dctoi administration. 

11. AJmer-Merwara and the Indttan Statoa 

Tho'Ckmgress has heard with great resentment of tho separation of ahont lU 
viUagea Irm Aimer-Merwara province and now placed under a temporary imminia- 
tratton praparatory to these vSlagea being snlrendered partly to Jodhpnr and partly 

^ tto^nffreSToondemns this action of toe Britiah Government taken in the tooth 
of toa dinot opposition of the people of this area. 

12. Podo a a l ioB 

The OongroBB haa rejected toe new OoMtitution wd dwlared tost a oonatita^n lor 
Ma, wtoS^ be aooepted by toe pwpio, mast be on todepw^ew - “ 

• • - — ^ people themsolvea oy mner 


gd^^irnwd! 
» 


dmfitamt 


ud 

AaNttU/, 


XBKINOIAX nAtlOltAL tatMSUB 


wWnomt tnttrfre n oe by mtf 
Umi OoflUMi hit, howmr. j 
tita mOk M ti«w to atrea^ 


rain^aatiMiritj. IdharlM to Wi 
idmi iba tonMlte la j wfw to oia 
ij[» aatiaa ia its ilniato ^ Mi 


to toa propoMd Fadantioa, ao aaoh ooaiidaralloa ap^ wwm ptvMmiOj 
Mriod, aad tlia imfioaition of this fedmtioa wiB do acaas li)w to bdia 



to the proTiooes la tho ostablishaient of roprosoataltoo iaatitimoBS aad 
xaapoaalUo aorammeat, oiTil litertiea and method of eleotion to too Vedoral flosaea. 
OtherTiso too Foderation as it la aov oootemplatod, will, instead of boBding aplndiaa 
naito, enooan^ separatist tendaaeies and involve the States in tateraal and eatomal 


!n» Qeiigreas therefore reltoratea its oondemaation of the proposed Fsdeia] Schema 
sad ealls the ProTinoiai aad Local Onnccess Committees sad the people gensEyir, 
as wsD as the Ftotiaoial Qovernments aad Ministries^ to prevent its iasagnswIoB. Ia 
the event of an attempt being made to impose it, d^ite the d«ic1ared will of the 
people, eadh an attempt mast be eomhated ia every way, and the Provinoial Oovem-* 
maalB nnd lOnlttrias mast refose to oo-operate with it In oase snoh a oontingeaoy 
arisee, the 111 India Oongxesa Committee ia aofhorised sad directed to determine the 
fine w aotien to be porsaed in this regard. 


13. Kenya 

The Ooqgress la of opinion that the administrative practice of exolnding Britiah 
Tndiane from aoqoiring Isnda in the Highlands of Kenya Colony while a Enxopeaa of 
any nationality la free to do so oonstitates a hnmiliating disability to the Indians 
ssfned in Kenys nad in a deliberste offenoeito the Indian people. 

Thin Congress farther oondemns the proposal to promalgste an Order-ln^Ooanoil 
dsflnlng ths boandariea of the white Highlands which Is oslonlated to perpetaate 
slatotorlly the eratwhile iaiqustoos practice whioh should have been abolished loi^ ago 
in aooordmioe with the declarations of the Gtovemmeot of India at the time of the 
isene of the White FCper of 1923. The pledge given by the Goyernmeat of India to 
got the anbieot reopened still remsias ana will become totally incapable of bring 
oarried oat in the event of the propoaed Order-in-Gonaoil being passed. 


14. Midnapoio raagroM Organimtiona 

The Congress stronjgly depreoates the oontinaance of the ban on about 110 Oongresa 
Cvgaoiiationa in the dutriot of Midnnpoie imposed by the Government of Bengal and 
ia of opinion that the plea put forward by the Government to the effeot that the 
OongroH Committees are limbe of a terrorist orgsnisatiou is entirely unjustified. 

15. Noliotiid Macalton 

The Congress has emphasised the importance of national eduoation ever since 1906, 
and durtog the non-oooperation period many national educational institutions were 
started under its snsploes. The Congress attsohes the utmost importanoe to a proper 
organisation of mass edaeatioa and holds that all national progress ultimately depends 
OB the awthod and content and objective of the eduoation that is provided for the 
people. The existing hystem of eduoation In India is admitted to have failed. Its 
obfmvsi haye beemmntl-national and antl-aooinl, its methods have been antiquated, 
and it has been confined to a amall number of people and has left the yast majority 
of our people illiterate. It is essential therefore to build up national education on a 
new founditom nnd on a nation-wide scale. As the Congress is having new oppor- 
tonltiea of servioo and of influencing and controlling state eduoation, it is nooeasa^ to 
lay down too boaio prineipies whioh diould guide such educatiou and to take other 
neeessary stopa to give effeot to them. The Congress is of opinion that lor the 
primary Pad seoondary stages a basic eduoation should be imparted in aooordanoe with, 
toe Itdlowiqg principles : 

^ 1. Free aad oompulsory ednostl^m ciliould be provided for seven years on aaaiioa- 
4ndo aoalo, 

S. Xlw awdhim of iiiBtnipdoil lagat ba th* flMthar toogoe. 


nk 'SB ] IBXf or BESOLimOMS M 

>1 p«rM odvMtin dumld oantra noad tom lnm«( -»— «» nd 

andMfiM mk, ud w oanr aotivitiw to be deealoped orbndtoai to be ftow 

4|M fefird to the eoTirooment of the ohilde 

the OwgrjMi to ef^optaicm u AU ladto Edootoim Bond to dtol 
vito^ biHop^^^iiotoioiibeMMii^aiid for toto porpoM xeWMto ad 
atoetta 2^. Eefor .Shmomi eod SM M. Arpananaham to we tmieltoto itopi, 

ad« the edrloe ad guMeiioe of Oendhlji, to hfSii* ndh a Bottd fate estofoamiTto 

ordff to voidc ont ia a ooaoltdatad aunner a pianaua of barig aattonal 

ad to rooomaea it for aooeptaaa to thoa wito are in oatrol of atato or amta 

The eeid fioeid thill hiTe poirer to frtme its own OonetitittloiL to liiie loiide aid 
perfom all each tote et maj be naoaaaary for the falflhnent of ito ofajaetik 

IS. Ifiaorkf Righia 

She Oongreaa welt^MUie growth of anti-imperialiat feeUng among the Mnalima 
and other minontiea In India and the growing nnitj of all elaaaaa and to 

India in the straggle for India'a indepeodoaoe whioh ia eaaentiaUj one and to^fteible 
and can oalj be oarriod on effeotifeiy on a nnited national baeiab In partionlara the 
Congm weioomea the large nnmbera of the minority oommnnitiea wm ha?e iotand 
the^ogrem daring the pmt year vA gi?ea their maaa anpport. to the atr^e for 
freedom and tiie ending of the exploitation of India’a maaaea. 

The Congreie approrea of and oonftnna the reaolntion. of the Working 
on Minority Bighta paaaed in Oalontta in October 1837^ and dedaree afreah that It 


lingatottoaoumral and other righta of the minoritiea in India so aa to enanre 

to any a<meme of government to whioh the Oongreea ia a. party, the wideat boom for 
their development and their participation in the fnlleat meaante to the politl^. eeo* 
nomie and enitoral life oi the nation. 


17. IndhiB Stetae- 

In view of the foot that owing to the growth of pnbllo life and the demand for 
freedom in the Indian Statea, new problema are ariaing and new oonfliota are taking 
pla^ the Oongreea lays down afrean its jpoiioy to regard to the Btatea. 

The Oongreaa atanda for the aame politioal, aooial and eoonomio freedom to the 
Btatea aa in the reat of India and oonaidera the Btatea as totearal parta of ladia 
whioh oan not he separated. The Purna Swaraj or oomplete independenoev whioh ia 
the objective of the Congresa, la for the whole of India, molusive of the Btatea, for 
the integrity and nnity of India most be maintained in freedom aa it has been main- 
tained in sabjeotion. The only kind of federation that oan be aooeptable to the 
Congresa ia one in whioh the Btatea participate as free units, enjoying the aame 
measnre of democratic freedom as the rest of India. The Gongreas, therefore* atanda 
for full, responsible government and the guarantee of oivil liberty to the Btama. and 
deplores the present backward conditions and utter lack of freedom and suppression of 
civil liberties in many of these States. 

The Congress oonsiders it its right and privilege to work for the attainment 
of this objeotive in the States. But, under existing oironmstanoes. the Oongreea 
is not to a position to work effeoiively to this end within the States, and 
nnmerouB limitations and restrictions, imposed by the rulers, or by British authority 
working through them, hamper its activities. The hope and asanranoe which its name 




Congress to have local committees which cannot function effeotivdy, or to tolersta 
indignity to the National Flag. The inability ofjthe Congress to give protection or 
effeotive help, when hopes have been raised, produces helplessnesa in the people of the 
States and the development of their movement for freedom. 


In view of the different conditions prevailing in the States and the rest of India, 
the general pohoy of the Congress is often unsuited to the States and may resnlt in 
preventing or hampering the natural growth of a freedom movement m a State. 
Bnoh movements are likely to develop more rapidly and to have a broader basis, if 
they draw their strength from the people of the State^ produce self-reliance in them > 
Md are in tnne with the condition prevailing there, and do not rely on extraneona 
kelp and aaaiatanoe or on the prastige of the Oongraas name. The Oongreaa walooma 



IM tnUDUirKlXtONALOONOBESB Iwmmk^ 

took Mfimmitt bat, in the natoM of things md nnder prosont ooaditioiis. tiio bnr- 
dsB of oirrying oa uio stragglo for freedom mast fell on the. people of the fitstee. 
Ibe Ooogrees will alwijs extend its goodwill end sapport to sooh straggles, osrriod 
on in e peeoefol end legitimste msaner, bat that orgsaisstionsl help will ihesitsblj 
be, nnder existing oonditions, morsl sapport tad symptthj. ladinidatl Ckmgressmen, 
howensr, will be free to render forther tssistenoe in their personal oapaolties. In this 
way the struggle can develop withoat oommitting the Gongress organisation, and thas 
nnblndered by omislderations* 

The Gongress 'thorefoie diieots that, for the present Conpess Committoee In the 
Btetee shall fnnotion nnder the dlreotion and control of the Congress Working Oom- 
mlttee and ^all not engage in parliaments^ activity nor launoh on the direot sotion 
la the name and nnder the anspim of the Oongress. Ihtemal straggles of the people 
of the States most not be nndertaken in the name of the Congress, tbr 
this porpoee Independent orgahiaatloas ahoold be started and ooptinaed where they 
ttdst already wi^n the SteZes. 

no Ooimrm desires to assare the people of the States of its solidarity with 
them and of Hs aotive and vigilant interest in and sympathy with their movement 
for trsedom. It troste that & day of thdr deliveranoe u not far distant 


It. Mlnirtwial RerignsHons In U. P. an 

In aoQordanoe with the dlreotion of the Faiipar Congress, the All India Oongress 
Cosnilttee decided in Maroh, 1^7, the issae of aooep^anoe of elBoe in provinces and 
permitted Oongressmen to form JUnistries, provided certain assaranoes were given 
by or on behalf of the British Government. These assaranoes not being forthooming, 
the Leaders of Congress Parties in the Provincial Assemblies declined at first to form 
ICnistries. Ihereaner there was a oonsiderable argument for some months regard- 
ing theee assnmnoes end various declarations were made by the Secretary of State for 
Inaie, the TIoeroy and the Govemere of the Provinces. In these declarations it was 
definitely stated, among other things, that there would be no interferenoe with the 
day to day adiuBlstraaon of provinoial affairs by responsible Ministers. 

The ezperienoe of offioe by Oongrees Ministers in the Provinces has shown that 
at lemt In two Provinoes, the United Provinces and Behsr, there has in fact been 
interforsnoe In the day to day administrstion of provinoial affairs as shown hereafter. 
The Governors, when they Invited Congress members to form Ministries, knew that 
the Congress lihnifesto had Mentioned the release of political prisoners as one of the 
major items of the Oongress policy. In parsnanoe thereof the Ministers began the 
release of poiitioal prisoners and they soon experienced delay, which was sometimes 
▼ezations. before the Oovernors wonld endrose the orders of release. The way re- 
leaesB have been repeatedly delayed is evidence of the exemplary patience of Ministers. 
In the opinion of the Congress, release of prisoners is a matter ooming essentially 
within the purview of day to day administration, whioh does not admit of protracted 
dieoQSsion wiih Governors. The fanotion of the Governor is to guide and advise 
Ministers, and not to interfere with the free exercise of their judgment in the •discharge 
of their day to day daty. It was only whon the time came for the Working Com- 
mittee to give an annual aoooant to the Congress delegates and to the masses of 
people beoking them, that the Committee had to instruct Ministers, who were them- 
eelvea sure of their ground, to order release of the poiitioal prisooers in their charge 
and to resign if their ordeis were conntermanded. The Congress approves of and 
endorses the action taken, by the Ministers of the United Provinoes and Behar and 
oooffratalates them on it. 

In the opinion of the Congress, the interferenoe of the Governor-General 
with the deubirato action of the respective Prime Ministers is not merely a 
violation of the assaranoe above referred to, but it is also a misapplication of Section 
126 (5) of the Government of India Act. There was no qaestion of grave menace to 
peaoe end tranquillity involved. The Prime Ministers had besides in both oases satis- 
fied themselves from assaranoes from the prisoners conoerned and otherwise of their 
change of mentality and aooeptanoa of the Congress policy of non-violence. Indeed, 
St is the Governor-Generare interferenoe which has undoubtedly created a sitaation 
that may Mdly, ia spite of the Congress effort to the contrary, beoame saoh a grave 


The Oongrees has, during the short period that Gongreaamen have held office, 
given enfiloient evidenoe of taw relf-aaonfioe, e^inistratlve oepaoity in the matter 
it eaipting legislation for tilm imelteratioB of poonomio and social otIIs. The Congress 
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Mflf id**** t e*t#iid«d by the OoTeraen te the 

f^^**55* 21 *“***v®*? V “??• u? ®® P®^ Oengreee te extriot whet 

ttifAot te to piibHo mod end to strenittheD the people in the 
pmntt of goal of oomplete independenoe and the ending of imperiellste er- 
ploltniion of the meeeee of India. ^ ^ 

The Oonf^ dwe pt deeiro to precipitate a orida which may Inirolve non-dolent 
Don-oo-opmtion and dirMt Mtibn oonaiatent with the Oongreae policy of troth and 
Tiolenoe. The Oongreaa la therefore at preeeift ndnotant to instniot Hiniatera in 
other provioM to md in their rea^tiona by waj of protect agalnat the OoTemor- 
Gtoneral*s action, and invitea Hia Ssoellenoy the OoTernor-Oeneral to recondder* 
hia deoidon ao that the •Oovernora may act oonatitationdly and accept the addoe of 
thdr Miniatero in the matter of the releaae of the political priaonera. 

The Oongreaa xegarda the formation of irreapondble Miniatriea aa a way of dia- 
gniaing the naked rale of the aword. The formation of anoh Miniatriea ia oalcnlated 
to ronae extreme bittemeea, internationd qaarrela and farther deepen the reeent- 
ment agdnat the Britiah Goyemment When the Ccngreaa approved of acoeptanoe 
of office, with great relootancb and oonalderable heaitation, It had no adagidnga 
mbont Ita own eanmate of the real natnre of the Qovemment of India Aot The 
lateat action of the €k>vemor-General joatlBea that estimate and not only expoaeo 
the ntter inadegnacy of the Aot to bring real liberfo to the people, btft also shown 
the intention ox the Britiah Government m nse and interpret It not for the expansion 
of liberty, bnt for its reetriotion. Whatever, therefore, may be the ultimate reanlt 
of tiie present crisis, the people of India ehonld vealiae that there can be no troe 
freedom for the oountry so long aa this Act is not ended and a new oonstitotlon, 
framed ^ a Oonatitaent Assembly, elected on the basia of adnlt franchiae, takes its 
place. The aim of all Gongreeamen, whether in office or oat of office, in legialatarea 
or ont of legialatarea, can only be to reach that goal even though it may mean, as 
it often must mean, aaorifioe of many a preaent advantage, however benefloiai and 
worthy it might be for the time being. 


On behalf of the IT. P. Governor it has been stated that the demonetrsBonc 
organised to weloome the £akori prisoners and the apeaehea delivered by some of 
them had interfered with the policy of gradual release of political prieonera. The 
Ckiogreae had always discouraged unseemly demonatrstiona and other objeotionahle 
aotivitiaa. The demonstrations and speeohea referred to by the U. P. Governor were 
strongly disapproved by Mahatma Gandhi. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehm, President of 
the Oongress, had similarly taken Immediate notice of the indisoipline which waa 
thns betrayed. Nor were they ignored by the Ministers. As a resnlt of these 
corrective steps pablio opinion rapidly ohangM and even the persons oonoerned oame 
to realise their mistake. And when six prisoners, one of whom was a prominent 
member of the Eakori group, were released subsequently, about two months after 
the release of the Kakori prisoners, no demonstrations were held in their honour 
nor ai^ reception was accorded to them. Nearly four more months have etnoe 
elapsed and any delay in releasing the remaining fifteen prisoners only on aooonnt 
of the demonstrations or the speeches connected with the prisoners who were 
released in Angnst, is now utterly unjastified. The responsibility for the mainte- 
nance of law and order is that of the Ministers and they are entitled to perform 
their functions in such manner as they deem proper. It is their bnsiness to weigh 
all relevant factors in the light of prevailing circumstances, bnt their decisions once 
taken ought to be accepted and enforced. Any interference with them in the 
exercise of their powers in the normal day to day administration Is bound to under- 
mine and weaken their position. The Congress Ministers have more than qnoe 
declared their determination to take adequate action in the matter of violent crime, 
and the risk run in releasing prisoners especially when they have abjured the path 
ox violence, is altogether imagiuary. 

El® has given during the past few months ample evidence of its dealrs 

^ severe notioe of indisoipline and breach of the code ‘of non-violenoe that 

^agress has laid down for itaelt Nevertheless the Congress invites the attention 
Of Congressmen to the fact that indiscipline in speech and action, oaloulated to 
or breed violence, retards the progress of the ooontry towards its cherished 

L Pa^ait of its programme of release of politiosl prisoners, the Oongrsss hss 
S?;ajwtated to ssorifioe office and the opportunity of passing ameliorative messorea. 
Bat the Congress wishes to make it olear that it strongly disapproves of hqagsr* 
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itrilif for rriaotr. Rira|or*str}k«i mVomM thr Oopgrtit In pmait of Kt polloy of 
■iOBriof hImm oI poKtioal priwom. Iho Ooigmi, Uioroforov iirgoo thoot who art 
ftin ooDtimiliif thoir hoogorwstriko in tho PonSob to giro op dioir alriko, loo OMrii 
tton ih^ wbotbor to proriaoMi whoro OMfroHOMD hold mliiiitirial offlooi or io 
ofbor prodoook Omgrwimoii wfU oootioiio thoir offorte to aooQzo tho rdeoao of 
dotoBoo oad iMdiboal prioonori br oil logitimoto ond poooofol moooa. 

Io vioor of tho oitootion thit hot orioon Io thb ooootrj, tho Coogroio oathorlooi 
no ’WbrUDg Oonaittoe to toko oneh oetijMi oo It moj ooooidor oooomrj and to 
taka tto dirootioa of tho All India OoBgroaa Oommittoo la doaliag with tho oriaia 
oooaadtj ariaea for it 


If. Bhoa Sobhaa 

‘ Tb riow of oortaio difloultSoa that hato anaoB in rogard to tho Riaao Sabhu and 
othor oigOBiaationa io aono porta of IndtOitho Oongroaa doairoa to olarift tho poaitloo 
•Bd atato ita attltndo In rogm to thont Tho Coogroai haa airoadj fnllp raoogniaed 
tho right of Klaaaa to ornoiao thomaorToa In peaaant nniona. Norortholoaa It matt 
ho romomhorod that tho Oongreai itaoU ia In tho main a Eiaati orgapiiotion and oa 
oootacta withttho maaaoe haro inocooBOd raat nnmbera of Elaana havo joinod it 
and iofloonood Ita polidj. Tho (^ogroaa moat, and haa in laot, atood for theaa 
Eiaan maaaea and onaminonod thoir olaima, and haa worked for tiio indopondonoo 
of India whidh' moat ho baaed on Uio freedom from orploitation of all onr people. 
In order to oohioTo this indopondonoo and atrongthon the Eiaanaand realiaa thoir do> 
mandi. it ia eaaantial that the Oongroaa bo otrongthened andt that Eiaant abonid be 
Inrited to join It in arar lar^ niimbora and organiaod to carry on their atmgglo 
nndor ita bonnor. It la thus tho doty of orory Gongraaemon to work for tho spread 
of tho OonipieM orgaoiiatioa in every village in Indio and not to do anything whioh 
waahena this orginiaaiion in any way. 

While fnlty roeognlaing the right of tho Eiaana to organise Eison Sobhia, the Oon- 
greas cannot aaaooiate itself with any aotivltleB whioh are inoompatible with the baaio 
prindplea of tho Oongrsas end not oonntenanoe any of the ootiiritioB of those 
OoBgrMomea who as members of the Risen Babhsa help in orestihg an atmosphoro 
hostile to Gongreas principles and policy. *nie' Oongresa^ therefore, oalls upon pro- 
vincial OoBffreaa Committees to bear the ahovo in mind and In porsnanoa of it take 
eoitddo action wherevor called for. 


Cow rt it v t i pnvt Phnigiis 

Certain changes were introdnoed in the Coostitution at the ?Open Session. These 
ohanges 'ore -inoorporated' -in the new Gonatitation . published after Haripura. The 
Oongroaa also passed the following resolution appointing a constitution committee 

20. ConatftiilieB Coomilttoe 

This Gbngress appoints a Committee oonsisting of — Shari Subhaa Chandra Bobs, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Shri Jairamdao Doulatram, Shri Bhulahhai J, Desait 

Dr, PattatM Sitaramayya^ Shri Achyut Patwardhan^ Shri S, A, Breivik Shn 
Kiran Sankar Boy^ Shri Anandshivam Iyengar and Shri J, B, Kripalard as con- 
vener, to oonsider and frame rules, if necessary, oonoeming the following matters 

(a) The ad . isability or otherwise of indirect eleotioBS of delegates ; 

(b) Genuine membership and proper elections ; 

(e) Suitability of territorial representation on the A. I. C. C. and in provinoes 
where it may be considered snitabie, the method of snob representation 
(d) Suitability or otherwise of the method of proportional representation by single 
transfeipble vote in the eleotions to the membership o! the A. I. C. C. , 

(a) Any Ctonseqnential changes that may be necessary as a result of fixing of 
constitueBoies in oonneotion with ari^oie VI (c). 

The recommendations of this Committee will be given effect to on their bsicg 
approved by the A. I. O. O. 

THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Eanpura^Pebruary id, JM8 

A meeting of the A.'L 0. 0. was heid in the Snbjeots Gommittee Pandal at Bari- 
pnra on February 16, 1938 at 8 p, m. Shri JamaharUd Nehru presided. 



A. I. C. C. PROCEEDINGS 


808 ' 


^1648 m tt] 

MinuUii 

The minatei of the list meeting of the A. 1. C. C. held at Caloatta were oonfirm- 
ed. The aodited aoooante eabmitted by the General Secretary were passed. 

0§n$ral 8^tr§UMr}f§ B§pon : 

The General Secretary’s Report was placed be/ore the Committee. Professor 
Banga and Swami Sahjanand took oUeotion to the remarts about Eisan Sabhas in 
the General Secretary’s report. Prof. Ranjga’s motion that portions of the General 
Secretary’s annual report dealing with Eisau Sabhas were open to objection and as 
such should be referred back to the Working Committee was put to vote and dec- 
lared lost and the Report was adopted. 

PntidMfs Note : 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru submitted a separate review of the year’s activities to 
the A. I. C. 0. in addition to the General Secretary’s report. The review dealt mostly 
with the international situation with particular reference to its reactions in India. 

Depoeit from candidates to the A. L C. C. 

The Committee passed the following Resolutions : 

Resolved that a deposit of Rs. 10 be taken from those members of the provincial 
Congress Committees as stood oanditates for A. I. C. 0. membership. The deposit 
was to be paid back to the unsuccessful candidates. 

Haripura-^ February gg, l$8d 

A meeting of the A. I. C. 0. was held at Haripora on February 82, 1938 at 10 p.m. 
Shfi Suhhaa Chandra Bose presided. 

Auditors : 

The Committee passed the following resolution 

Resolved that Messrs Dalai and Shah and Messrs Chotalal H. Shah and Co. of 
Bombay be appointed^as honorary auditors of the Congress. 

Working Committee : 

The President announced the names of the new Working Committee 
i. Suhhas Chandra Bose (President) S. Maulana Abut Kalam Azad 8, BhrimaH 
Sarqjini Naidu 4, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 5. Baku Rajendra Prasad C. Sardar 
Vallahhhhai Patel 7, Shri Jamnalal Bajaj (Treasurer) 8. Bhri Jairamdas DaulaU 
ram 9. Khan Abdul Oaffar Khan lO, Shri Bhulabhai Desai 11. Dr. Patiabhi 
Sitaramayya 18. Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 18. Shri Rare Krishna Mehtab 14, 
Shri J, B, Kripalani (General Secretary). 

The name of the remaining fifteenth member was to be announced later.* 

THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Wardha— February d-d, 1988 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha on February 3-6, 1938. 
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru presided. 

The members present were Maulana Ahul Kalam Asad, Shris Sarojini Naidu, 
Vallahhhhai Pateh Jamnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas Doulatram, Bhulabhai Desai, 
Shankerrao Deo, Aehyut Fatwardhan, J. B. Kripalani. 

The Premiers of the seven Congress provinces, if they could conveniently come, 
were invited to attend. Shri Rajagopalachari and Shri N. B. Khars attended. The 
former was present thronghout the discussion. The latter was present for sometime 
on the 4th. 
iftnutoe : 

The minutes of the last meeting held at Bombay, January 2-4, 1938 already cir- 
culated, were confirmed. 

Obituary : 

g The Committee jpassed the Jollowin^ resolution on the_ deaths _pf Bhrimati 


BOA THS INDIAN NATIONAL OONORESS [ winnu- 

Thit OoBgreM expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Srissatl 
Swarooprani Nehra, Bir Jagadish Chandra Bosoi Shri Sarat Ohandra Ghatterjeo. 

Hvngmr Strike z 

The Committee considered the situation arising oat of the hanger strike of the 
poUtioal jirisoners in several provinces and passed the following resoTntioa : 

1. The Working Committee have, beard with profound grief of the death of Qt. 
Harendra Manshi, a political prisoner in the Dacca Jail. The Committee conveys 
their heartfelt oondolenoe to the bereaved family of Byt. Harendra Slanshi. 

2. In view of repeated hunger strikes that nave occurred in recent months, the 
Working Committee feel it imperative to define their attitude on this question. The 
Committee definitely disapproves of the policy of resorting to hanger strikes on the 
part of politioal prisoners in order to obtain their release and believe that such a 
step on the contrary, stands in the way. The Committee strongly endorses the appeal 
recently made by Mahatma Gandhi to the hanger strikers in the Dacca Jail and urge 
the hunger strikers in all jails in In^ia to give np hunger strike. 

8. The Committee desires to point out that the Congress Ministries and this 
Committee have had constantly before them the question of the release of 
detenus and political prisoners and the former have by now released a very large 
number and arc taking active steps for the release of the remainder. So far as the 
provinces with non-Gongress ministries are oonoerned, the Committee feels that 
fids question has not been approached by them in the same spirit as by the Congrew 
Ministries and that the releases in those provinces have consequently been inade- 
quate and unsatisfaolory. 

The Committee deplores the conditions in the Dacca Jail and other jails in 
Bengal and call upon the Government of Bengal to immediately remove the legiti- 
mate grievances of the politioal prisoners in that jail as well as in other jails in 
that provinoe. 

The Committee trusts that with the strennons and unceasing efforts of Mahatms 
Gandhi and the vigilance of public opinion, the question of release will be satisfac- 
torily solved at an early date and hopes that all detenus and politioal prisoners will 
oo-operate to this end by exercising patience and self-restraint and that the public 
will do likewise by maintaing an atmosphere of non-violenoe. 

The Committee passed draft resolutioni on the following subjects to be placed 
before the Subjects Committee of the Congress at Haripara : 

(1) Congress Ministries (S) Zaanzibar (3) Indians in Kenya (4) Indians in 
Oeylon (5) Indian States (6) World War (7) China. 

DiUgatei and membera of the A, I. C, C. from N, W. F, P, : 

The following resolution was passed ; — 

The Committee considered the letter of the General Secretary N. W. F. P. 
Congress Committee dated 27th January. In view of the Bpeoial oircamstanoes 
mentioned therein the newly elected F. G. 0. be provisionally recognised and 
delegates selected be considered as valid delegates for the Haripura Congress. But 
frean eleotiona shonld take place according to rules by Slst May. 

Pwiyok EUcHona : 

!Qie President placed before the Committee the question of the election disputes 
that had arisen in the Pnnjab. He informed the Committee that he had dented 
Shri Sri Prakasa to go to the Punjab and make preliminary enquiries into the 
matter and report to the Working Committee at Haripara. 

Allowancea of Membera of Legialaturea in Bengal : 

The letter of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, the Leader of the Parliamentary Party 
in Bengal, in this oonneotion was placed before the Committee. The Committee 
accepted the anggestions made therein, that each member should pay a monthly 
sum of Bs. 75 to the general fund that was to remain with the A. I. C. C. office, 
for work in the province. The payment was to begin from January, 1938. 

ConeHiutim : 

The Committee diacossed the ohanges to be iotroduoed in the Constitution. 

They approved of the idea of fixed oonstitnenoies for delegates* election. They 
also approved of the idea of a system of indirect elections for delegates. But for 
•U Booh and other material changes in the Oonatitntion the Committee anggeated 
the appdntmeiit of a Oonatitution Committee by the Congress at Haripara. 
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THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

HaHpura^February 1938 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held Vithal Nagar, Haripnra, 14-2-38 
to 22-2-38. From 14th. to 16th. February, 8hri Jaw>^\%rlal Nehru presided. There- 
after Shri Subhaa Chemdra 0ose presided. Besides trj two presidents the members 
present were Maulana Abul Kalam Aead^ Shria Sarojini Naidu, Vallabhbhai 
Patels Jamnalal Bajnj^ Jairamdaa Doulatram^ Bhulabhai Deaai^ Narendra Dev, 
Sankerrao DeOy Achyut Patwardhan and J, B, Kripalani, 

Minutes : 

The minutes of the last meeting held at Wardha 3-6 February, 1938 were read 
and passed. 

Accounts : 

The audited accounts for the period I6th. November, 1936 to 30th. September, '37 
were presented and passed. 

Draft resolutions on the following subjects to be placed before the Subjects Com- 
mittee were passed 

(1) Condolence (2) Excluded Areas and Commissioners’ Provinces and Delhi (3) 
Indians Overseas (4) British Ouiana (5) Ajmer Merwara and the Indian States (6) 
Palestine (7) Guidallo (8) Minority Rights (9£ National E Incation (10) Eissan Babhas 
(11) Ministerial Resignations in U. P. and Bihar (13) Midnapore (13; Constitution 
Committee. 

{Note -The draft resolution on Congress Ministries passed by the Working Com- 
mittee at Wardha was replaced by the new draft on Ministerial Resignations in U. P. 
and Bihar). 

Indian States: 

The States People Resolution passed at Wardha was reconsidered in the light of 
the talks the Committee had with a deputation of States people led by Dr. Pattabhi. 
The Committee was of the view that the only change that they could accept in the 
resolution passed at Wardha was that some provision be made for the recognition of 
the existing Congress Committees in the States. The following addition was there- 
fore made. 

In regard to Congress Committees which are functioning at present in any of the 
States, the Working Committee should consider the position of each of them and de- 
termine whether they should continue to function and, if so, under what conditions, 
conformity with the general policy of this resolution, they should function. 

Kenya : 

The Draft resolution prepared at Wardha for the Subjects Committee was altered 
and the following new draft was substituted. 

‘‘The Coxigress is of opinion that the administrative practice of excluding British 
Indians from acquiring lands in the Highlands of Kenya Colony while a European of 
any nationality is free to do so constitutes a humiliatiug disability to the Indians 
settled in Kenya and is a deliberate offence to the Indian people. 

“The Congress farther condemns the proposal to promulgate an Order-in-Council 
defining the boundaries of the White Highlands which is calculated to perpetuate 
statutorily the erstwhile iniquitous practice wbibh should have been abolished long 
ago in aocordauce with the declarations of the Government of India at the time of 
the issne of the White Paper of 1923. The pledge given by the Government of India 
to get the subject reopenea will remain and will become totally incapable of being 
carried out in the event of the proposed Order-in-Council being passed.” 

{Note The draft resolutions prepared and constitutional changes suggested by the 
Working Committee at Wardha and Haripura were discussed by the Subjects Committee 
of the olst Bession of the Congress and with alterations accepted by the Subjects 
Committee were placed before the Open Session. The resolution as finally passed by 

the open session are given on pages 295). 
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THE NEW WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Haripura^Fthruary 19S8 

The first meeting of the New Working Committee was held in Viihal Nagar 
Haripura oo 22. «2. 38 at 2 p. m. Shri Subhaa Chandra Boae presided. The mem- 
bers present were Maulana Ahvi Kalam Azad^ Bhria Sarojint Naidu, Jowaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhhhai Patel^ Jamnalal BajaJ, Jairamdaa I>oulatram, Bhulabhai Veaai^ 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya^ Sarat Chandra Boae^ Harekriahna Mehtab and «7. B, Kripalani, 

PunjfA : 

The Committee disonssed the sitaation created by dissensions among Congressmen 
In tho Punjab and passed the following two resolutions : — 

!• The Working Committee gladly recognises the growth of Congress influence 
and organisation in the Punjab during the past year, but it still feels that effectivo 
work IS impeded by internal friction and dissension among Congressmen. The 
Committee is confident that the courage and capacity for sacrifice of the Punjahees, 
which have been so evident in the past can be organised to greater advantage and 
appeals to the people of the Punjab to work to this end. In order to help in this 
work the Committee requests Aiaulana Abul Kalam Azad to visit the Punjab at an 
early date, to enquire into the situation there, and to make such suggestions, orga- 
nisational or otherwise, as he may consider necessary. The Naulana will have full 
authority to deal with the situation and his decisions may be given effect to. 

S. In view of various election complaints received from the Punjab 8hri Sri 
Prakaaa be requested to visit the Punjab and inquire into the principal complaints 
and make bis recommendations thereon. In making the enquiry he should ask for 
the co-operation of a representative of the P. C. C. and a representative of the 
complainant 8bri Sri Prakasa’s recommendations should be sent to the A. I. C. C. 
and the Punjab P. C. C. and to Maulana Azad and the action to be taken in regard 
to them should be under the direction of Maulana Azad. 

N. W. F. P, : 

The Committee also considered the question of Congress organisation in the 
N. W. F. P. The following resolution was passed 

‘^The Working Committee requests Maulana Abul Kalam Azad to visit the 
Frontier Province at an early date and to confer with the Congress workers there 
and to advise them about their future work and organisational activities. The 
Maulana will have authority to make such changes in the present organisation as he 
may consider necessary and desirable so as to make the organisation more effleient.” 

Certified Khadi: 

Tho Secretary A. I. 8. A. sent a draft resolution on the encouragement of 
£had! certified by his organisation which carried out the rule about minimum wage 
to the spinners. The Committee discussed the draft and passed the following 
resolution 

“This Committee notes with satisfaction the policy adopted by the All India 
Spinners* Association for ensuring adequate wages to the apiiiners and other artisans 
engaged in the production of Khadi and the steps taken by it in that behalf and 
calls upon all Congressmen and the public in general to give fnll co-operation and 
assistance in making this policy a success by purchasing only that Khadi which is 
certified by the All India Spinners* Association’*. 

Myaare Parliamentary Board : 

The letter of the President, Mysore Parliamentnry Board regarding the bye- 
elections to the Mvsore Assembly was considered. Jt was decided that the Pro-sident 
of the Board be informed that the Board could function as usual for the bj e-elections 
to be held on March 5, 1938. After that date the Congress resolution about Indian 
States was to be given effect to in Mysore as in other Indian States. 

Parliamentary Sub- Commit tee : 

As the old Parliamentary Sub-Committee crime to an end with the Congress Session 
the Working Committee passed the following resoUitiou appointlug the new Sub* 
Committee for the current session 
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•teolfdl Alt th« Parliiowiittry lab-OommittM oonsistioK of the nme memboi 
aa h^Bte MBelT, Maulana AM JCalam Atad, 8hfi$ VallabhbM PaM aiid.^M4|? 
Ptami be ieraied for the oarrent seeeioa to keep to oloee end ooiutant toaoh witt 
SoOencreM Pertiee in all iMsUtareo in tte proeinoee, to advise than jo aU aotiTj taee 
” uoeeearr action m any oase of emergency. The members of the oonnunee 

are individually to perform the same fnnotions as before." 

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS IN U- P. AND BEHAR 

The Congress by its election manifesto was, among other thin^ *5 

release of all politicij prisoners, liost of them wer^. released in the different 
Drorinces. In U. P. and Bihar some prisoners bonvi rtiid of violence still ”! 

lai! Agitation for their release was going on in the otiuntry. In Behar the political 
DTisonera repatriated from the Andamans who had thought that they would l>®.r^®®®^ 
on reaching India, grew impatient and went on hnnger strike. They were joined oy 
Dolitical prisoners in other provinces. In U. P. though there was no hunger 
the release of polioal prisoners could not be long delayed if the Congress was not m 
womed M bre&icg it? election pledges. It w« wel tnown that the pnsoMrs had 
given up their faith in terrorist methoda and m violence. The Behar Premier h« 
met the'^prisoners personally and ascertained tjya. In U.,P. evm the J"'. 
rfter oarefui observation, gave it as their considered opinion that the 
Sven np all faith in methods of violence. Their colleagues h^ beenjeft^ imSim 
any menace to law and order. The premiers of the two tho flov? 

on release ; but the Governors were not agreeable. After the hunger strike the Go 
ernor of Behar took refuge under the plea that no government could release prisoners, 
under threat of hunger strike. 

The Working Committee that met at Wardha 3-6^ Feb. 1938 pwsed a r®»X;®“ 
ezpreasiog their disapproval of hanger strikea for nlease. The PfwoMf® 
wwe indooed to give up their hunger strike. The Governors in the 
still persisted in objecting to release. The Premiers were ffP^ ^ uTSnd order 
view that as heads of the Government and as primarily 

it was undigniBed for them to carry on a prolonged and fraitlms controversy w tb the 
Governors. *Nor was it merely a question of the release of a few pohtioal P^**®”*^ 
Ktont aa thit WM A great principle was involved The Oongrees had Moept^ 

iZ rthe otai underetalding^tha^ there woidd “®. thlm o?r! 

Ministers in theii legitimate constitutional day to day activities. tnese cir 

“Sce^ the two Premiers decided to act The Behar 

of all poiidoai prisoners in his province on Feb. 15. This geotion 

^Tn^if letter of resignation to the Governor 

own position and that of the Congress. wfdesf ^mnortance both from the 

Premier pointed ont that the issue mug release^ of political prisoners 

Gonstirutional and administrative points of ts. mentioned in the 

has formed a prominent part of the CopgreM nassed by the Convention in 

(Congress election manifesto and urged in the rewluo General should not 

Delhi in March last year. It is unthinkaWe th^ the ^ 

have realised that Congrres, whenever it a^®P^ to honour its pledges. The Congress 

tnnity to implement the Congress programuM and to those ^faws. An assnranoe 

was Invited to accept office with a f ufi koo^edge ^ all these^ fSe to oarrv out its 

was also definitely neld out that the Gonwal should issue his orders 

programme. It is therefore strange that the (^vernor ^^ 

SX Bootion IM 8ub.«»tion 5 to ttwart the <^»f .f® 


lection 136 snb-seotion 5. to thwart 

— responsibility for maintaiaing ?Ig®;to fanctious satisfactorily if its 

Miiiistera., No Cimnoil of M»a«ter8 can disoha ge te func o ^ 




considered 
within its 
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Bion of the Governor General is attribnted to extra- provinoial oonsideratlone which 
proves that the Governor of the province does not apprehend any menace to peace in 
the province itself. The Viceroy's act of interference under Section 126 (5) instead of 
promoting peace and tranquillity is likely to imperil it not only in U. P. but also else- 
where in India. 

The Premier of Behar in a press statement said : ‘‘Since my assumption of office 
the question of release of political prisoners has been engaspng my earnest and constant 
attention. I discussed this matter several times with the Governor but finding that 
interminable discussions were leading nowhere, I at last decided to order their release 
and pas<ted orders accordingly. 

“The Governor under instructions of the Governor General under Section 126(5) of 
the Government *of India Act expressed his inability to agree to the issue of the orders 

C ed by me directing the release of political prisoners. In the oircumstanoes, 1 
) no choice but to resign. My colleagues and I are accordingly sending in our 
resignation." 

At Baripura a comprehensive resolution was passed on the Ministerial resignation 
in U. P. and Behar. (for resolution see pages 3()0). 

On February 22, His Excellency the Viceroy issued the following statement on the 
situation created in U. P. and Behar. 

“The history of the difficulties which have arisen in the United Provinces and 
Bihar in connection with the release of prisoners, described as political prisoners, 
IB well known. In both provinces discussions regarding the release of prisoners in 
this class have for some time past been proceeding between the Ministers and the 
Governors ; and the Governors have throughout made it clear that they were ready 
and willing to examine individual cases and would not stand in the way of tbeir 
release unless circumstanoes were clearly such as to involve the responsibilities laid 
upon them by the Act. 

“The principle of individual examination^ was well established over many months 
in the provinces where the Congress is in power. It was equally established in 
other provinces and Mr. Gandhi himself had proceeded on this basis in his recent 
discussions with the Government of Bengal. It was thus no new thing. 

“Discussions regarding release after examination of individual cases were still 
proceeding when, on February 14, a demand was tendered by the Premiers of Bibar 
and the United Provinces for the immediate general release of all prisoners classed 
as political in these two provinces. 

‘Tn the case of Bihar that demand was received by the Governor at 1 p. m. and 
called for action by the Chief Secretary by 4 p. m. the same day. 

“Id the case of the United Provinces the time limit set for compliance was also 
brief to a degree. In the case of Bihar, the Premier made it clear that as a matter 
of principle he could not agree to iudividual examination. In the case of the United 
Provinces, after much discussion the Mioisters made it clear that the policy of 
gradual and individual release would not satisfy them. 

“The prisoners in question are almost without exception persons convicted of vio- 
lence or of preparation for specific acts of violences by the normal criminal courts. The 
nature of their offences has been indicated sufficiently in stateme nts issued by the 
Governors. Their record is such that individual examination was called for, not merely 
for the roasoo I have given hut in the interest of public safety and that the 
examination was equally essential in the interests of the maintenance of the 
sanctions of the law and of the anthority and position of the coarts. 

“In these circumstances, having regard to the responsibilities wbioh, under 
the constitution, are placed upon the Governor- General, the Governors of the 

B rovinces, after consultation with their Ministers, referred for my instraotions 
le advice which their Ministers had tendered. 

“Having rsgard to the oironmstanoes described above, to the essential 
necessity of considering the reaction on the adjoining provinces of the releue 
of these prisoners, and to the faot that aooeptanoe of the principle that terrorist 
convicts should be indisoriminately released, without regard to iudividual 
considerations, would be highly dangerous and, in view of the history of terrorism 
in the past, could not fail to give an impetus to fresh terrorist organisation m 
Beonl, careful oousideration left me do choice but to oonolnde that the issues 
involved were euoh that it was inoumbeut on me to issue instructions to those 
Governors under the provisions of Section 126 of the Aot, 
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section empowers the OoTernor-General to issoe orders to OoTsmors 
of provinces as to the manner in which their executive authority is to be 
exercised for the purpose of preventing any grave menace to the peaoe and 
tranquillity of India or of any part thereof. To acquiesce in the immediate 
indiscriminate release of prisoners with records of violent crime would have 
been to strike a blow at the root of law and order in India ; dangerously 
threaten peace and good government : and run a grave risk to peaoe and 
tranquillity ; all the more so ^ since this categorical demand took no account of 
the possible reactions of certain releases on the position elsewhere or of the 
reiterated readiness of the Ooveroors to examine inr^ ridual oases. 

^*The Governors, on receipt of my instructions. ^ ‘nformed their Ministers that 

they could not accept their advice on this mailer. The Ministers thereupon 

tendered their resignation.'* 

“The Governors concerned and I, so far as I am concerned, have done our utmost 
over the last seven months to work in harmonious co-operation with the Congress 
Ministries in both these provinces and all possible help has been lent to them. There 
had been no foundation over that period for any suggestion that it is the policy or 
desire of the Governor-General or the Governors to impede or interfere with the legiti- 
mate activities of these Ministries or to take any steu the necessity for which was 

not imposed upon them by the terms of the Act That is equally true to-day. 

“I have made it clear that, iu issuing the instmotions I did, I had no hesitation 
in feeling that a grave menace to the basis of law and order and so to the peaoe and 
tranquillity of India would have been involved in the acceptance by Governors of 
demands of such an order presented to them in such a manner. 

“As regards the particular issue of the release of prisoners, so far as the Gover- 
nors are concerned, there is no going back on the policy of a readiness to examine 
individual cases. The Governors remain ready to agree to release after examination 
whnre no undue risk in their own province or In any other province is involved. 
There is no impropriety, whatever may be suggested to the ooutrary, in thsir requir- 
ing such individual examination or in their declining without it, to accept the advice 
of their Ministers. The Ministers are responsible for law and order. But they are 
so responsible under the Act, subject to the responsibility of Governors to ensure the 
peace and tranquillity of their own provinces and the Governors are hound to have 
in mind the corresponding responsibility that falls on the Governor-General for the 
peace and tranquillity of India or any part thereof. Neither the Governor nor the 
Governor-General will wish to see his responsibility attacked but, as I made clear iu 
my message of last June, where that responsibility is in fact attacked neither the 
Governor nor the Governor-General can shrink from discharging it. 

“Finally, and this 1 wish particularly to empbi^ise, there is no foundation for the 
suggestion that the action which I have takeu is dictated by a desire to undermine 
the position of the Congress Ministries. The record of the last seven months should 
have made it abundantly clear that the Governors and I myself are only too anxious 
to lend all the assistance that we properly can within the frame work of the Act to 
any Ministry in power in a province. Neither the Governor nor the Governor-General 
has any desire to interfere, or any intentioo of interfering,^ with the legitimate 
policy of Congress or any other Government. The action taken in the present case has 
been* designed to safeguard the peace and tranquillity of India and inoidentally to up- 
hold the sanction of the law and the orderly functioning of the oonstitutional maohine. 

“That action leaves it open to the Ministers, in consultation with the Governors, 
to pursue a policy of the release of prisoners and they need anticipate no diffioulty 
now, any more than in the past, in securing the friendly and ready co-operation of 
the governors iu individual examination. ^ ^ 

*^1 am glad to think that in no quarter is there manifest any disposition to extend 
the area of diffioulty beyond the limits of the position which I have desoribed and 
it is my sincere ana earnest hope that it may shortly be possible to return to nor- 
mality and that, in the two provinces most concerned, the Ministers, in discussion 
with the Governors may find themselves able te resume their interrupted labours.” 

Gandhiji’s Reply 

In reply to the Viceroy’s statement Gandhiji issned the following ooramnnioation 
to the press from Wardba 

*I have read the Govemor-Qeneral’s statement with the respeot and attention it 
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d^crvas. I had hoped that it woold give aoma aatiafaotioo aa was given, at least 
to tpe ftod, if I maj say so, to a largo somber of Congressmen, when he made a 
proiipnnoemeot upon the (>)ogresB demand for certain assaranoes as a condition pre- 
oedeht to sooeptanoe of ministerial responsibility by the Congress members of the 
proTinpial legislatores. It reads like a special pleading unworthy of a personage 
posses^ng nnheard of powers. 

*No one has qnestfoned the propriety of examining the oases of prisoners to be 
disohargefl bat what I have questioned and the Congress most emphatically questions 
is the propriety of suoh examination by the provincial Governors in provinces sai<l to 
be enjoying complete provinoial autonomy. The duty and right of examination belong 
solely to the responsible Ministers as I understand the Government of India Act and 
the convention in the responsibly governed Colonies 

*The Governors* duty and right aro to advise their Ministers on questions of broad 
policy and warn them of the danger in their exercise of certain powers bat, having 
done 60 , to leave their Ministers free to exercise their unfettered judgment. If such 
were not the case responsibility would become a perfectly meauingless term and the 
Ministers responsible to their electors would have as their share nothing but odium 
and disgrace if their responsibility had to be shared with the Governors in the daily 
administration of affairs bv law entrusted to them. 

is hardly gi*acefal for His Excellency to quote against the poor Ministers their 
non-exercise of their undoubted powers to prevent the Governors from examining 
individnal oases. The Congress resolution describes their forbearance as exemplary 
patience. I would venture to add that probably it was also the inexperienoe of the 
Ministers who were totally new to their task. 

am afraid, therefore, that unless this orncial qnestion is decided in favour of 
the ministers it will be diffioalt for them to shonlder the grave responsibility that the 
•Congress has permitted them to take over. 

am glad His Excellency has drawn public attention to the method I adopted in 
Bengal. He might have noted also the difference between Bengal on the one hand 
and the U. P, and Bihar on the other. In Bengal I was dealing with a Government 
which was not bound by the Congress manifesto in any shape or form. The Ministers 
there, rightly or wrongly, would not listen to wholesale discharge of convicted pri- 
soners. I was treading upon verv delicate ground in pnrsuanoe of my promise to the 
prisoners. My motive was purely humanitariaa and the only weapon that I had at 
my disposal was an appeal to the humanity of the Bengal Ministers and 1 am glad 
to be able to testify that I was not speaking to hearts of stone. 

**7116 situation in the U. P. and Bihar is totally different. The Ministers there are 
bound by the manifesto which gave them viotory at the polls. They bad not only 
examined the cases of all prisoners whose release they were seeking but^ being fully 
aware of their responsibility for the due preservation of peace in their provinces, 
they had personally secured assurances from the piisoners in question that the latter 
no longer believed in the cult of violence. 

One thing in His Excellency’s statement gives me the hope that the impending 
crisis might be prevented. He has still left the door open for negotiations betwoen 
the Governors and the Ministers. 

recognise that the notices were sadden because in the nature of thiu^ they 
had to be so. All parties have now had ample time for considering the situation. In 
my opinion, the crisis can be avoided if the Governors are left free to give an 
assurance that their examioation of the cases was not intended to be a usurpation of 
the power of the Ministers and that since the latter bad armed themselves with assu- 
rances from the prisoners they were free to release them on their own responsibility 
and I hope that the Working Committee will leave the Miniatere free, if they axe 
summoned by the Governors, to judge for themselves whether they are satisfied by 
the assaranoes they may receive. 

**ODe thing I must say in oonneotion with the exercise by His Excellency of 
his powers nndeLSeotion 126 (5) in the light of his argument justifying the ose 
of Bub-section 5 nf Section 126. I have read the whole of it. It is entitled 
“Control of Federation over the Provinces in certain oases.” Uoless the Sub- 
sections have no connection with one another and are to be read independently 
of one another my reading is that in the present case the exercise of powers 
under Snb-Seotinn 5 of Seotion 120 is a manifest misapplioation. But here I am 
treading on dangerous ground. Let lawyers dooide the point. My purpose in making 
this long statement is to assist in the peaceful solution of the orisis that has suddeoly 
appears.” 
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TT. P. Pbemiib’s StAxniiin 

moon w the Premier of U. P. ^hed Looknow he wn csHed by Ihe Qowrnor. 

Mowing joint statement was 

iRsaed by the Governor and Shn Govind Ballabh Pant 


“We have had a fall diBoassion between ourselves about the present sitaation and 
recent developments. We have arrived at agreed conclosions, aod the Hon’hle Minia- 
ters are accordingly resuming their duties. 

“The oases of oertain prisoners classified as political have been individually exa- 
mined, and the Governor will be soon issuing orders, on the advice tendered to him 
by his Ministers, to remit, under Seotiou 401 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the 
nnexpired portion of the sentence in each case and jo order their release. The oases 
of the remaining prisoners are being individually examined by the Minister concerned 
and appropriate orders will be similarly jpassed thereon within a short time. 

“We have had also a long discussion on the mutual relations between the 
Governor and the Ministers. We disoussed the recent statement of H. E. the Vice- 
roy along with the views of Mahatma Gandhi on it and also the resolution passed at 
Haripura about the resignations of Ministers and the previous statement made by 
H. £. the Vioerov last summer. There is no reason to fear any usurpation of or 
interference with the legitimate functions of the responsible Ministers. We are 
both desirous of maintaining healthy conventions and with goodwill on both sides we 
hope that we will suoceed.*^ 


Bihab PasmsB^s Statement 

Babu Sri Krishna Sinha reached Patna on the 26th. Immediately he had an 
interview with the Governor of Behar and the following joint statement was issued 

^We have disoussed at the earliest possible opportunity the situation arising 
out of the question of the release of those prisoners, who had been olaRsiH^ as 
“Politioar*. We have arrived at an agreement in the matter and thus the 
Hon'ble the Prime Minister and bis colleagues have resumed their duties. 

“Ihe Hon*ble Prime Minister has considered individually the oases of oertain 

S risoners classified as “Politicar*. And in accordance with the advioe tendered 
7 him as a result ot this examination H. E. the Governor Is issuing orders 
direotiog the release of those prisoners and csDcellation of the unexpired portion of 
their sentences. The oases of the remaining politicai prisoners are also being 
examined by the Prime Minister and orders in regard them will be issued in a short 
time. 

“We have also disoussed the mutual relation of the Governor and the Minister^ 
in particular, In the light of the statements made by fiis Excellency the Governor- 
General and Mahatma Gandhi on the present situation and the recent development as 
well as the resolution of the Indian National Congress, held at Haripura. We recog- 
nise the desirability of establishing a healthy convention and working for the promo- 
tion of the good of the province ; there is no reason that in this province there will 
be any usurpation of or interfereoce wiUi the respective functions of the responsible 
ministers.*’ 

Thus ended the Ministerial crisis in U. P. and Behar. 


CIRCULAR TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEES 

The following circular to the Froviuoial Congress Committees was tesned by Sj. 
J* B. Kripalini on the 5th hbreh 1938 

Now that the Ooegress is over it will not be ont of plm for me to draw year 
attention to the significance of the Session and some of its important resolutions. In 
the light of the resolutions passed, we have to regulate our activities throoghout 
the year. Of course the work that has been going on must be kept np and intensified. 

Last year we inoressed onr membership five-fold. We also extensively organised 
village, ward and other primary committees. Progress made in this direction ausl 
be kept np and extendecL Usually die work of enrolling members is relegated to 
the last few months. If our effort is extended evenly throughout the year we will 
achieve better results. May I therefore suggest that the work of eurolhag Congress 
members and organiaing local Committees be taken up immediately ? 

The Haripnra Session has shown os that the organising capaoity of the oountry 
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Ib not negligible. In three months’ time on e barren spot sprang np a city coyering 
an area of three miles with perfeot lighting, water, sanitary and other modern 
arrangements. This hi^ organisation was possible b ecause of the united effort of 
Gnjrat If a oomparati?eIy small proyioce could achieve so much in such a short 
time the possibilities for bigger provinces are greater. But organisation is possible 
only with nnitv, disoipline and oarbing of inordinate individnal ambition. Therefore 
whatever onr differences we mast close up our ranks and co-ordinate oar efforts. 
We mast forget the little things aboat which we differ and concentrate upon the 
main problem of foreign rule with its oonseqaent unemployment and poverty, about 
which we are all agreed. 

The most important resolution of the Session was on Federation. The Congress 
while not oppossed to the idea is oppossed to the sch erne sought to be imposed by 
an alien authority. Apart from this there is a twofold objection to the Scheme, (1) 
It exclude from the sphere of responsibility vital functions of government such as de- 
fence, forein relations and the major portion of the finances, (2) The proposed 
scheme seeks to unite in unholy wedlock nominees of the autocratic rater of Indian 
States and the democratically elected representatives of the people in British India. 
The Congress therefore while reiterating its condemnation and rejection of the Feder- 
al scheme, '^calls u^on the provincial and local committees and the people generally 
as well as the provincial governments and ministries to prevent its inauguration. 
In the event of an attempt being made to impose it despite the declared will of the 
. people, such an attempt must be combated in every way, and the provincial govern- 
ments and ministries must refuse to oo-o|^erate with it.” If we are to give effect 
to this resolution we must educate the public and boardcast the dangers of the pro- 
posed Federation and prepare the country for any emergency that may arise. 

Thoogh the Ministerial crisis in U. P. and Bihar has ended in the vindication of 
the Congress viewpoint, it has shown ns that that we may not rest secure and must 
ever keep ready and vigilant In the words of the resolution '^tho people of India 
should be alive that there can be no true freedom for the country so long as this 
Act is not ended and a new Constitution framed by a Constituent Assembly elected 
on the basis of adult franchise takes its place. The aim of all Congressmen whether 
in office or out of office, in legislatures or out of legislatures, can only be to reach 
that goal even though it may mean, as it often must mean, sacrifice or many a present 
advantage, however beneficial and worthy it may be for tho time being.” 

The Haripnra Congress also clearly formulated our foreign policy and our attitude 
to imperialist war and war in general. The resolution says ; 'The people of India 
desire to live in peace and friendship with their neighbours and with all other 
oonntries and for tiiis purpose wish to remove all causes of conflict between them. 
Striving for their own freedom and independence as a nation they desire to 
respect the freedom of others, and to bnild up their strength on the basis 
of international co-operation and goodwill. Such co-operation must be found in a 
world order and a free India will gladly associate itself with such an order and 
stand for disarmament and collective security. But world co-operation is impossible 
of achievement so long as the roots of international conflict remain and one nation 
dominates over another and imperialism holds swav. In order therefore to establish 
world peace on an enduiing basis imperialism and exploitation of one people by 
another must end.” 

The resolation also condemns the recent British poHcy which **has consistently 
supported the Fa&oist powers in Germany, Spain and the Far East, and must there- 
fore largely shoulder the responsibility for the progressive deterioration of the world 
situatio^’. The resolation emphalicaliy lays down that ^'lodia can be no party to an 
imperialist war and will not permit her man power and resources to be exploited in 
the interests of British Imperialism. Nor can India join any war without the express 
consent of her people. The Congress therefore entirely disapproves of war prepara- 
tions being made in India and large scale manoenvres and air raid precantions by 
which it has been sought to spread au atmosphere of approaching war in India”. 

It is necessary that this clear exposition of onr policy towards other nations, towards 
the straggling forces working for international oo-operation, goodwill, and collective 
security and disarmament, towards imperialist wars and towards war manccnvers and 
air raid precantions, be widely made xnown to onr people and the conntiy be pre- 
pared to resist any effort to involve it in a war designed to safegurd or advance 
Britiah imperialist interests. 

The Congress has again reiterated its condemnation of Japanese aggression and its 
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trial and oaRed for a volontary boycott of Japtneaa 
£pod8o llie las^ill netd panftiiiAl raample and qniet propaganda. The material 
Bopom of omr efforta imiteMiall bat Ita moral effects will be great and lar-reaohing. 

Oar effof^, ^ l^alf of ear ooun^ymea in Zanzibar are having some effect Bat 
theff mast fonti^ The Congress therefore has advised that the feyoott of Zanzibar 
olovfa most bd ke^ np and intensified. 

I would also drai^ year attention to resolaaon on National Education. Village 
workers and orgjinfsers should give thought to the Wardha Scheme. Given necessary 
z^ and organising capaoity the scheme can be successfully worked. It will sol^e 
the question of our almost universal illiteracy. Dr. Zakir Biuaih and 8hri Arua^ 
nayakam will always be ready to advice, guide ana^belp. 

The first meeting of the new Working CommithfO passed an Important resolution 
about ^e encoaragement of khadi certified by the Spinners’ Association. No khadi 
is certified by the Association unless in its manufacture a fixed minimum wage has 
been paid to the spinner. This is a revolutionary step taken in the only itadustry 
which the nation completely controls. Congressmen and Congress organisations 
should realise the responsibility oast on them to make the principle of minimum 
w^e a sneores. To patronise indiscriminately all khadi would out at the root of the 
principle which we wish to impose on all iauustries publicly or privately owned. 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Calcuita^ApriX i-d, 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Calcutta from April 1 to 6, 1938. 
Shri SubhoBSChandra Bose presided. 

The members present were : Maulana AM Kalam Azad, Shris Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhbhat Patel^ Rajendra Prasad^ Jamnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas DoulaU 
ram^ Bhulabhai Deaai, Sarat Chandra Boae, Hare Krishna Mehtab and J, B, 
Kripafani, 


1. Minntet 

The minutes of the last two meetings held at Haripura during the Congress Ses* 
sion already circulated were confirmed. 


2. Time-Table 

The Committee approved of the following time-table fixing the final date for the 
enrolment of primary members, and the dates for various elections in connection with 
the next session of the Congress : 

1. Congress to meet*— week cf February 1939, 

2. Announcement of President’s election— Feb. S, 1939. 

3. Meeting of delegates to elect the President and members of the A. I. G. C. — 
January 39, 1939. 

4. Presidential nominations upto — January 16, 1939. 

5. Election of ddegates— January 8, 1939. 

6L Last date of enrolment of primary members— October l, 1938. 


3. Absence of Urdu Posters and PtovIsIob for Non-Vegeteriaii Diet at Haripm 

Maulana AM Kalam Aead drew the attention of the Committee to the complaints 
made in the Urdu press about these matters. Shri Vallabhbhat Patel said that the 
complaints in the xfrdu press were unjustified and that there were Urdu posters at 
all the principal places wd that there were hotels supplying non-vpgetariau diet at 
Haripura. 

4. Behari-Beiiiall Controversy 

The Obmmlttee discussed the question in the light of facts kept before them by 
Shri Rajendra Praead and passed the following resolution : 

•OouMerad wpwBentaHon on b*«K of domWW 
and reaol^ that W matter be referred to Shri R^iendra Pruad and be be reqnest- 

ad to deal with It” 
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8. Djcr SfU .Bfagcfcantt* R t i pnmni i t A w 

Tho followfng resolatlon was passed : 

"Gfomldered the repreaenfation of th^e drj finit aerohants •fioa the Noitli* 
West Trontier Provinoe. The Oommitteo .‘appreciate the dHBciittlea of the Frontier 
nerchants and have full sympathj with .them. The Committee are of the opinion 
that the diffionlty can best be aofred by ifiendly negotiatioaa earcied on with the 
Alishan Consal in India apd if need be with the authorities In Sabal. IThe Committee 
refneBt Maniana Abul Kaiam Azad to intaMSt himself in *thi8 matter and carry on 
the JiecesBsryJnegotiatlon." 

8. Seeantly aeUased Ddamia and fbilldcaJ Prieoiiara In Boiifd 

’^Baaoired that the reoently released detenna and political prisoners .in Sengal be 
allowed when enrolled as primary memibers to oontest seats on Oongrem OaaKmtteea 
and in hy-electiona without being on the membership rolls for three months ne pro- 
vided, fbr In the Constitution.'* 


7. Coagms Affairs b Punjab 

‘^Besolmd that as Maulana Abul Kaiam Aeatd ia unable to orooeed to the 
Pmjnb in the near fntnre for reasons of health, Shri Jairamdas tkiiMram be 
reqneated to go there In hie place and with the power the committee had given to 
Ummm SBiob by its resoiation of February 22, 1938 pasmd at Hiripnra. 

8. N. W. F. P. OaeanbattoD 

The followlttg reaointlon was passed : 

'*In view of Maulana AM Kaiam Azad being unable to vlslt N. W. F. Province 
owing to Ul-health, the Working Committee roqneet Shri Jairamdoo Doulatram to go 
to that provinee to oenfer with the Congrese workers there and to advise them about 
their fntnre wmk and organisational activitiea. Shri Jairamdas will have authority 
to make aneh ohangea In the present organisation as he may oonsider necessary and 
dsalnble ao to make the oiganisstion more efficient 

8. Apportto w nuBt of Espondlinro balwoon C P.' and Bebar 

A anb-committee oonalatiiig of Shria Vallabhhhai Palely Jairamdao DouUOram 
and Bhulakhai Deacd was appointed to go Into the matter with Shria 9M. 8. Aney 
and Bam Rao Dmhmukh representing Bersr and Shrie Ravi Shankar Shvkla and 
Dwarha Prazad MUra lepreaonting the €1 P. The Sub Committee conferred with 
them. It was deoided that a member of the Working Committee should be deputed 
to go to 0. P, and look Into the matter of allotment of revenues as between C. P. 
and Berar. Shri VaUahhhhai was reqaested by the Working Committee to go to 
G. P. and bring about the necessary adjustment. 

10 FoMigB Affafae Sob-Commlltoe 

The fi^lowlng resolution was pissed 

**10 vtow of the critical international altnation and the posalbilities of crises 
whloli in^ Involve Indians intoreets, a? Foreign Affairs Committee oonsisting of the 
^eeident. the General Secretary and Jawaharlal Nehru bo ap|H>inted. This Oo^ittee 
will keep In touch with the international altnation and advice the Working Committee 
thereon and will take anch steps as ft may doom neoosssry to make eimr to the 
of foreign conntriee the Cpiigreee view point and policy in regard to Intoma- 
fional afUia. as contained in the Harlpnra Oongrese resolution on foreign policy and 
other roeoltttidna.** 

II. Fmelgo Compeiilea in India 

The foliowl^ raaBiition was passed : 

^Tho Werklag Committee view with grave conoern the npid tnereaae In the 
number of eomanioB owned and managed by foreign natlooala and deaeribing them- 
aalvaa with dealgnatiotts anoh aa *lndia Ltd. or similar words in the hope or with 
the ebjiot of being regwdod ae gennlne Indian eonoerna. Tho eetabliahment of these 
ewpailoi hae the elltot of robbing India of snob advantage or benefit as Is enpeotod 
from the polloy of diserfmlnatlog protootion which has been pureaed by the Oovem* 
■Ml of India tor the development and growth of Indlaa lodostrlee. 
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Oopgrm bas always opposed the new Constitution not only beoaoae It Is a 
negation of politioa freedom but also because of the inolnslon in the Gonatitnticm Aot 
of proTislons described as safeguards against dteorimination. The Working Committee 
are of opinion that these provisions are not in the interests of India but are Intended 
and oalonlated to preserve to foreign nationals and particularly British oapitaltets the 
exploitation of the natural wealth and resources or this country. The Working 
Committee maintain that India has the right to discriminate, if that word must be 
used, against non-national interests, whenever and wherever the interests of India 
demand or require it 

The Working Committee have no objeotion to the use of foreign capital or to the 
employment of foreign talent when suon are not available in India or when India 
news them but on condition that such capital and suoh talent are under the control, 
direction and management of Indians and are used in the interests of India. 

The Working Conamlttee are further of opinion and declare that no oonoern can or 
shall be regardw as Swadeshi unless its control, direction and management are in 
Indian hands. The Working Committee would prefer, to delay the further develop- 
ment of Indian industries if it can only result in the dumping of foreign industrial 
concerns who would exploit the natural resources of India. The Working Committee 
therefore hold that the development of India’s resources should be achieved by build- 
ing np industries under the control, direction and management of Indians which Is 
essential for India’s economic independence.’* 

12. Disqyalificatioii of the Subjects of ladieo Steles 

The following resolntion was passed : 

‘Considered the representation of the All India Marwari Federation. In the opinion 
of the Working Committee all the disqualifioations in the way of Government servloe 
and franchise affecting State subjects •in the provinces should be removed. The Oon- 
aresa Governments be requested to take such steps as may be necessary to have thia 
done under Section 263 of the Government of India Aot.** 


IS. Kolooso of two Noa-Provindal Prisoaofa la tho C. P. 


In this ooonection the oommittee conferred with the Premier Dr. Kkare and Mr. 
Yumif Shanef and three other Ministers of C. P. who happened to be at Calontta 
at the time and passed the following resolution : 


‘The Working Committee have taken note of the orisis that has arisen In O. P. 
in oonneotion with the exeroise of clemeny by the Minister of justice in renpeot of 
a prisoner who wis convinced for the offence of oommitting rap^ The Working 
Oommittee have seen some of the C. P. Ministers in the matter. In the oonise of 
the prooeedings of the meeting of the O. P. Gongress Parliamentary Parte, the 
Minister oonceroed expressed his regret and offered his resignation. The Working 
Oommittee take.note of the fact that the Ministers and ths^GL P. Congress Parliamentary 
Party are satisfied with the apology the Minister- has tendered in that, not realislDg 
the gravity of the oase he was dealiog with, he did not share with bis oolieagues the 
Tesponsibuity of his action. In the opinion of the Working Oommittee, in order to 
arrive fat a just deoision, toe real questioa to be eonsidered fis whether the 
Minister oommitted a grave error of judgment amounting to a miscarriage of justioe. 
If he did, toen the resignation was the only proper course in toe interest of lustioe, 
parity of adi^uistration and honour of womanhoods If, on the other hand, there is 
no mlsoarriage of justioe, there is no need for redgoation nor possibly for apology. 
The Working Oommittee have not sufficient material before them for oomiog to a 
deoision on merits, and they are reluotant to pass judgment straightway on a matter 
requiring speoial and olose investigation. 


In the oonrse of toe prooeedings of the Working Committee another casa of 
clemency In respect of a prisoner who had been guilte of Insurance fraud wu also 
brought to light. Before oomiog to a decision the Working Oommittee have thought 
it neoeaaary to Invite a reputed lawyer to examine both the oases, and advice the 
Working oommittee aa to whether, there has been a grave error of judgment amoun- 

**^e Wwklng^(Smmittee®apM^^ to the puhlio to await their fiwl dooisjra In the 
oonfidenoe thatlt will bo given without fear or favour. The Working Oommittee 
appeal to the public and the press not to give the cue communal charaotor Md 
asaure women who are rightly agitated over the case that the Committee hold the 
honooc of womanhood no less dear than they. 


8M THI INDIAN NATIONAL OONOBEB8 C nw mim* 

14. Aclliii GoveraonUp in Oiitw 
The following resolation was passed : 

The Working Committee have learnt with surprise that an official of the Orissa 
service sabordinate to the Ministers has been appointed to act as Governor in the 
absence on leave^of the present incumbent Such as appointment is highly undesirable 
and is in contravention of the osnal convention prevailing in other countries. It is 
difficult for Ministers to act as ministers to those who have been their suborditiates 
and who might have fallen into diafavoor with them. The Working Committee under- 
stand that the Orissa Ministers have lodged their protest against the appointment 
and expressed their strong disagreement with It. The Committee invite the Governor 
General or the Secretary of State as the case may be, to revise the appointment. The 
Working Committee suggest the adoption of the recognised convention of appointing 
Chief Jnstioes as Acting Governors.'^ 


CLOVE BOYCOTT DAY 

The following Gironlar was issued to all Congress Committees by Sj. J. B. 
Kripalam on the ISth. April 1938 

8hri Vallabhbhai Patel^ the Chairman of the Clove Boycott Committee, has issned 
an appeal to strengthen the boycott of olovo from Zanzibar. The boycott was decided 
upon V the Congress when all efforts to get jnstice for our conntrymen long settled 
in Zaozlhsr and carrying on the ofove trade, failed. We have no National Govern- 
ment to enforce the ezolusion of cloves by legislation. We have to ral^ entirely upon 
the self-aacrifioe of our people and their willing and voluntary obedience rendered 
to the directions of the national organisation. 

What has been done so far Is splendid. Bat it is not enongh. The boycott has 
been chiefly oooflned toTmerohants. The hands of the merchants need to be strength- 
ened by the general consumer. If the pnblin refrain for a while from purchasing 
cloves, the merchants will lack the indnoement to break the boycott. After ail oloves 
are not a neoessity of life. They are a disponsable luxury. If to protect onr country- 
men aboard from injury and assert our national solf-rcspoct, we refrain from the 
paxoase of cloves for sometime it will be no great saorifioe. 

All Congress and other national organisations must therefore respond to the appeal 
of the Chairman of the Clove Boycott Committee. They must organise processions 
and meetings thronghont the country on Suwlay April 94, and odnoate public opinion 
abont -the objects of the boyoott. Efforts should bo made to got the existing stocks 
with the merchants sealed np. To-day, it is not the interest of the Indian merchants 
in Zanzibar alone, that is at stake. It is onr honour and the word of the Congress. 
We mast make it plain to all that In spite of Foreign Government, indifferent 
to Indian interests inside and outside the country, tho will of the nation oan forge 
peaceful and non-violent yet effective sanctions to safeguard our just and legiti- 
mato rights. 

1 ^ve ao donht that jou will make Che Boycott Day a great soooess. 

NOTES 

1. The Congreea Party in the Central Leidslatiife at Work 

The Budget Session of the Central Leglslatnre opened with an adjonrnment motion 
from the Congress Party to ensnro the official |)olicy of mechanisation of the British 
section of the Indian Army. Five British regiments would be meefaanised at the 
total oost of Rs. 31,500.000 of which British Government would pay no more than 

8.000,000 and the rest, namely, Rs. 13,500,000 would be paid by India. The policy 
is grossly unfair in that, the British units of the Indian army are to be meobanised 
with In^an money and Indian regiments exolnded from it 

Bhri SriprakoBa moved a resolution urging the Government to tsAe effective steps 
to Smpoae on all indnstries which are or which may be in receipt of aid or anbsidy 
from the Central Government saoh conditions as may seonre (1) the employment of 
not lees than a apeoifled proportion of Indians in both higher and other grades and 
(3) adeqnato warn and fair treatment of Indians employed by them. Ihe BMlntion 
was adopted. The Intaranoe bill of the Law Member was passed by the House 
with m oonoentratod amendments moved by the Congress party and other 
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oppoaitioa groaps.^ Ifr. •Gaddi’s resolatioa urging asBOoiation of elected members 
of the Oentral legislature with the Indian army was passed with the addition 
of tho fallowing pro jriso moved by Shri Ataf Alu “Provided the fonctions of the 
said Committee shall inolnde tendering ad vine to ; the Goveroor-Oenerai in Oounoil 
on such matters as he may refer to the Committee from time to time with particular 
reference to (1) sending Indian Troops outside India (1) new proposals involving 
additional expenditures and (3) Indianisation of the 

On February Ist, Finanoe liember, Bir Janm Qrtgg presented the Central Bud- 
get This was to be followed b^ a general discussion, when the disclosure i of a sinister 
move on the part of the Administration proved a signal for dramatic scenes both in the 
Central Assembly and the Oounoil of State. When the Jjegislative Assembly met to take 
up the general debate on the budget, Shri Bhulabhai ^aai. Leader of the Opposition, 
made a statement in the course of which he made it clear that the Congress party, 
Independents, Congress Nationalists and Democrats had agreed to take no part in the 
general disoussion of the budget and as and when demands for grants were moved they 
proposed without speech to defeat them. This decision, he said, was taken in order to 
protest against the OovernmenVs action in breaking a salutary convention which had 
been followed ever since the year 1S04 of allowing the house to express itself by a 
direct vote on the policy of the Government under two heads: “Defence^* and “^External 
Affairs.** The Finanoe member in his reply said that under the New Aot it was 
mandatory to exclude *^Defeace'* and “External Affairs** from the vote of the Assem- 
bly. When Sir James moved the first demand nnder the head Customs, the Opposi- 
tion members without moving any oat motion ohallenged a div iaion. The demand was 
defeated by 64 votes to 46. A mmilar fate was shared by oth er demands moved by 
the Finanoe Member. Over 70 Items that nsaally oooupy a whole fortnight were 
thrown oat within a day and a half. The rejected demands were however restored 
by the Governor-General. The Assembly answered by throwing out the finance bill. 
The house rejeoted by 68 votes to 48 the recommended finance bill also. The Oounoil 
of State stagM a more dramatic protest against this arbitrary cart ailment of a cherl* 
shed right, when all members of the progressive and Congress groups walked out of 
the ohamoer as Sir A. P. Patro got up to Initiate a general dlscuaBiou on the Budget. 

Tho Governor-General disallowed Mr. Ahdul QaiyunCs resolution urgi^ the Go- 
vernment of India to stop bombing of the tribal areas in the N. W. F. 'Provinoe. 
The Governor-General also disallowed Pandit AT. K,^ Malamya's adjonrnment 
motion regarding alleged assault by British soldiers on a •taxi driver In Dehradun. 
The Motor 'Vehicles bill (official) was strenuously opposed on the ground that it 
sought to injure the motor industry in order to benefit the Railways. The 
appointment of the Income-tax adviser was* oritioised in the oonrse of the debate 
on a out moved by Shri A. Chettiar, The out was passed by 48 votes to 45. 
The sapplementary grant lor coronation celebrations in India was opposed by 
Prof. Ranga and Abdul Qaiyum of the Congress party who characterised it as 
criminal waste. Opposition to the continuance of Andaman Island as a penal 
settlement was voiced in the course of tho debate on Supplementary grants. 
The practice of retired Government servants taking up ^appointments with 
firms with which they had dealings while in Oovornment servioe was the 
subject of a cut motion. Shri B. Deeai argued that the ponsions of such Govern- 
ment Servants should be forfeited. Shri B. Dae moved tho bill to amend the 
Barda Act as reported by the Select Committee. The biil had the solid support 
of tho Congress party. It was passed by 87 votes against 16. Mr. Abdul 

Qaiyum'a resolution on the establishment of a University In the Frontier 
Province was passed without a division. Mr. SatyaniurtVe rosolutiou that this 
Assembly recommends to tho Governor-Oonoral in Council that no steps should 
be taken to conclude a fresh lodo-British Trade Agreement or any trade agreement 
of a similar nature without first consulting the Assembly brought forth many 

spirited speeches from •Congress* members and Mr. Jinnah, The resolution was passed 
wit bout a division. 


2. Cabinet CriNS in Sind 

A token out motion under general administration was moved by the Congress 
party in the Bind Assembly on March 18 and carried by 24 to 22 votes. 
After tho adoption of -Uie cut motion the eotlre demand under General Adminis- 
tration minus Re 1 was put to vote and also rejected. This was the first 
defeat auatained by the Government which involved the constitutional conse- 
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qaenoe of the Sir Hldeyatullah Ministry having to resign and their being replaced 
1^ an alternative Government oommanding the oonfldenoe of the House. Prof. 
Qhanahyam^ Leader of the Bind Assembly Oongress Party was invited by the 
Governor to explain Ihe Congress attitude towards the Constitutional orisis. 
Prof. Ghanahyam tasked for time to consider the matter with his party and 
also the higher » Congress authorities. The Loglslative Assembly of Sind oonsists 
of 00 members, no party in which oommands *an absolnte majority. The Congress 
itself is a small party of eight members soaroely in a position to form the 
ministry except in an extremely precarious and uneasy alliance with other 
groups. Prof. Ghanahyam thorefore after necessary consultations intimated to 
the Governor that while the defeated ministry must resign, his party was 
prepared and willing to lend support to the new coalition that was being 
formed to replaoe the Sir O, AT. HidayatullaVa ministry and watch its work 
for a reasonable time. 

Khan Bahadur Allah the leader of the new coalition, fn a letter to 
the leader of the Oongress party asked for a olarifioation of the Oongress 
attitude in case he was called upon to form a ministry. He assured Prof. 
Ghanahyam that if he formed a ministry, his policy and programme ' will 
be fn general accord with that of the Congress, having due regard to the 
oiroumstanoes of the Province. Prof. Ghanahyam replied that in view of the 
assurance held out by him {Khan Bahadur Allah Bux) the* Congress party, 
while retaining its full freedom to oppose any legislative or administrative 
action of the new ministry, will watch its work for a reasonable time and 
will not till then initiate or support a move whioh will defeat the ministry. 
Thereafter the Congress party will be free to determine its final polioy. 

3. Natioiial Week 

The National Week was celebrated all over India with enthusiasm. Ehadi 
was hawked all through the week by Congressmen and Desh Bevikas. There 
were hoisting of National flags and pubiio meetings on the first and the Ittt 
day. In the meetings the rngnifioanoe of the National Week was* explained. 
The National Week reminds the Indian people of the tragedy of Jallianwala. 
It renews the determination of the Nation to end foreign subjeotion of whioh 
the Jallianwala tragedy was the humiliating symbol. 

Political Arrests and Convictions etc. 

The following are some of the oases of arrests, convictions, internments, 
externments, searches, gagging orders and the like compiled from the daily press 
and the bidletlns of the Civil Liberties Union. 

One ^rl Ourbukhah Singh was arrested In Amritsar on February 5th on a 
charge under Section It4-A I. P. C. on the basis of warrant received from 
Oaloatta for a speech delivered by him there. 

yt^H Mohammad Naui, President, City Congress Committee, Ludhiana, was con- 
vioted on Fhbrnary 7th under Beotion 124-A I. F. C. and sentenced to one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment. 

Eleven proniinent Congress workers of Ludhiana Inoluding an All-India Congress 
Committee member, were arrested at the Onjjarwal Political Conference. 

Four sooialists were arrested in Lahore on January 34th under Section 18 of the 
Press Emergenoy Powers Act for distributing pamphlets headed "Release or Dera 
oontafaihig-the text of the letter addressed by the hunger-strikers to Mahatma Qandhqi. 

PrqfTEanga^ M. L. a. was served with a notice prohibiting him from entering 
the Punjab lor a period of one year without the previous sanction of the Oovernmeut. 

Nora Singh Sindhu who has come back from the United States has been interned 
by the PUBjao Government in his village, in Amritsar District, for a period of one 

^^Srders have been Issued under Seotlon 144 Or. P. C. prohibiting unlicensed 
prooesslons and meettnga at Borampur for a period of three months. 

Orders under the same section nave been promulgated at Gurdaspur in connection 
with the no-rent oampaign of Poalsora. 

Fiooesslona have been prohibited also tdk Murdas under the same section. 
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' 8^®** h 5" honse of Amrik Sinxli, a proBdnmt aoolallat. on 

Febrasry 17. Nothing incriminating la reported to hara been found. ^ 

« prrainent sooialiel irorker was arrested on March 4 under 

Sootion 0. on tho basis of a warrant from a Otftirt at Gnrdaspar. 

<Ko*» ^ «»ngA, SMretary of the Shiroman Akali Dal aod Chairaan of the 
Rsooption Cbmmittes of the Bandorbust Gonferenoe Is reported to have been arreaM 
on aedition charge while the Conference was in session. 

Notices have been issued under SecUon 107 Or. P. 0. on the President of 
T^laganaa Congress Committee and 8 more persons to show cause why they should 
not be hound over to keep the peace. 

'Warrants under Section 108 Ctt P. C. were Issne^i from Gurdaspnr for the arrest 
of Comrade Charan Singh, a socialist worker. 

Sardar iTartafc fifnpk who recently returned from the United States of America 
was arrested by the Lahore Police under the Criminal Law Amend Act In the village 
of Bangs In Lyallpnr district where he had gone to attend the Kisan Conference. 


A Congreffl worker of Delhi was serred with a noUoe by the 
Punjab Government at the Punjab Provincial Conference held at Madina^ ordering 
her to ^[iTlt boundaries of tho Punjab within 24 hours and not to re-enter without 
permission for a period of one year. She has since been arrested for disobeying the 
order. ® 


Ghosh, a socialist of Cawnpore, who went to Lahore on March 27 was 
served with a notice under the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act to leave the 
province within 24 hours and not to re-enter the same before one year. 

Singh^ a prominent Socialist worker of Lahore, has been interned under 
the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act in Yiram Dattan in Ourdaspur District 


Bfr. Barkishan Singh. Secretary of the District Kisan Sabha, Jullundnr, was 
arrested on March 23 under Sections 124-A and 153 1. P. G. 

The Punjab Government have seized all the bundles of ‘^Klrta fjehar*’, a Socialist 
Weekly of Meerut on the ground that It contains matter, the publication of whioh 
ia punishable under the Indian Press Act. 


Bengal s 


Two boys were flogged at tho Instance of the District Magistrate of Nbakhall by. 
the Headmaster, Arun Chandra H, £. School, for distributing handbills on the 
Independence Day. 

Bengal Civil Liberties Union In a recent statement reports of the re-arrest of 
Begoy Kriahna Pal^ an ex-political prisoner, under the Bengal Smuggling of Arma . 
Aot. 1834. 

Bihweatoar Choiidhury, a detenne, charged under the Bengal prlminal Law Aibend* 
ment Act, 1930, with refusing to comply with an order served upon him,, directing 
him to prooeed to his place of domlcue, on the ground that his guarters there were '' 
not sanitary, hsa been sentenced to three months* rigorons imprisoniaent 

Nthatahdu Dutt Majumdar^ M« L. A. a peasant . leader r along with four other : 
Kisan workers who went from Calontta to organise Kisan Gommitteea thronghont * 
the lipperah district were arrested at Oomilia railway station immediately after 
their arrival. 

Office of the Tipperah District Krishak Samity and the All Indla Krishak Sabha 
Reception Committee were searched 1^ the Bengal police on Febrnary 2. 

Ban order tinder ^Uon 144 Cr. P. 0. oanniim processions and meetlagi has 
been promulgated throughout Natore 8nb-dt vision of the Eajaahahi Dlstriot 

Dr. Miraudra Nath Sen. Editor and*Mr.t If. Bhaitaaharjea. Printer and: Pnblisher 
of '*The Hindnstan Standard** were sentenced on Mareh v to six. months* rigorons , 
imprisonment and a fine of Bs. 1000 eash on a charge. of rfedition. 


£x-detenn Nibaran C. Dutt M. A. B. L., Seoreto, ^pperah Dlstriot Onuroos 
B ooialist Party, on the basis of police reports t^t he disseminsIlQC eedmons 

matter nnder Section 124-A,^ha8 been ^led^ra’ hy pis^JM^^ 
bhow oanse why he shonld not be ordoied to exeente a bond of Be. lOOO with one 
inreW of like Msonnt to be of good behavionr for a perM of one year nndtt Seotion 
108 Cr P OL'' 

Bttriiit P, Dftwla, MMiapor, wii 8«r«d wWi M mdtt BtanlPaUla . 

Mori^ lAt dlieotiiig him not to hyw Mn m lda^ In thn toini. Be; 
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Mr. JT. 8. Khunnia, Sooretary, Galoatta Shromiok Mandal, has been served with 
a notice under Section 107 Cr. P. C. to show cause why he should not be bound 
down for his aotivities. 

Mr. Makhanlal 8mi^ General Manager, ^^Ananda Bazar Prtrika” has been served 
with a summons under Section 124- A. 1. P. C. In connection with a speech delivered 
by him at a public meetinfTon February 4, following the death of Mr. Harendranath 
llunahi. 

A charge of sedition was framed on March 23 by the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
against Mr. Ounada Majnmdar, Secretary of the Bengal Congress Socialist Party. 
& was arrested last week in connection with a speech delivered by him on Decem- 
ber 15 last 

Chief Presidency Magistrate, Oalcatta» oonviotedland sentenced Bhagat Singh to 
pay a fine of Rs. *2tK) or undergo simple imprisonment for two months on a oWge 
of sedition. 

In connection with the Sait Depot strike, notice has been served on Mr. JT. 
ATAanfia, Secretary, Calcutta Shramik Mandal, to show cause why he should not be 
bound over for a period of ono year under Section 107 Or. P. C. In the past two 
months, as many as 18 working class leaders, connected with different industries, 
are reported to have been served with similar notices. 

Notices were served on six labour leaders by the Senior Deputy Magistrate of 
Dhanbad, directing them to quit the limits of the Rirkond and Katras police stations. 

Ds/At: 

Delhi jMlioe searched the house of Ckaman Lai Azad in Gandhi Gall on 
January 24th but nothing incriminating is reported to have been found. 

Madras : 

A partial strike had been on for some time at the I. L. T. L. Conroany’s factory. 
Importation of black-legs resulted in a clash and police interference. The crowd was 
treated to a couple of lathi charges before the police opened fire. It is reported that 
tiie firing was sudden and without any caution or warning or order to disperse. Two 
of the leaders were killed on the spot and another expired in the hospital. A number 
of them were wounded by the lathi charge. Madras Government have ordered a 
pdblio enquiry to be held. 

In the IndBan Stalee 

Mjfsora : 

A prohibitory order under Section 144 was served on fourteen members of 
fiariyabbe Hiriynr Taluk by the Amildar Magistrate in connection with the '^Inde- 
pendence Day” on January 25th. The order is to be in force for two months. 

An order under Section 144 Or. P. 0. prohibiting meetings, processions etc., for a 
period of fifteen days was passed in Siddiaghath. Similar orders were passed- In 
oonueotion with the Independence Day omebrations in Morattagore, Chikmagalur, 
Chiokaballapnr, Gndibandi and Goribidanur Taluks. 

An oral warning has been given to V, 8. NarayanraOy Secretary, Mysore Gongress 
Board, by the District M^istrate, Bangalore, requiring him to desist from '^engaging 
himself in aubversive activities.” « ... 

Bangiab, a student, has been charged under Section 188 I. P. Q. with having 
disobey^ the prohibitory order under Section 144 Or. P. C. and 39, Mysore Police 
Regttlatton. 

An arrest warrant was Issued on February 9 by the District Magistrate, Tumkur, 
under ^tion 124- A 1. P. 0. against K, V, Subrahfnanyaawami, member of the 
Mysore l^presentative Assembly In connection with a speech made by him in 
Deomber last at KurlngaL 

ff. JL Veemna Qoutda has been asked to show cknse why he should not be 
dfiectod to ezecatii a bond of a sum of Ks. 2000 with two suroitios of a sum of 
Bs. 1000 each f6r good behaviour for a period of one year. ^ 

The following are reporM to have been arrested for violating orders Issued under 
Section 144 Cr. P. O. Maliali, Venkatsppa, B. Ohandrasekhariah K. A. Nrishmnrthl 
aad fear othera. Kudli Sriaivasamurthl was eeatenoed for similar offtnoe to three 
weeks' simple Imprisonmeat 

The reshlenoe of G. M. Bmamd was readied on February 11 for the recovery 
of the fine of Rs. 50 imposed by tho BsMdoce Dialriot Magistrate for disobeylog a 
Mtniat order under Seetion U4 P, lL 
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SrIidftiaaQrthi imd Bassqipifth of Shimogo were Baed for • similar ofienoe hj the 
Distridt Migiatrate, Sagar. 

Sriasati Bobbamma and B. Baogiah were both sentenoed to one month’s imprlson- 
ment for reading the ladependenoe Pledge. 

Seonritr prooeedinga were laaoohed agasnat 8. Sriaivasrao and Kriahnarao for 
oreating disalfeotioa in the Bute against oonstitated aathoritr. Having refnsed to 
enter into an interim bond under Beotion 117 (3) Or. P. 0. they were remanded to 
oostody by the Distriot Magistrate, Bandar. 

The Goreroment of Mysore hare, issued a notificatiui direoting the continaanoe of 
the order passed by the District Magistrate of Mys^fi b prohibiting the holding of 
pnblio meetiDgs in Mysore for a farther period of Big months from March 29, men 
the original order expires. 

Gwalior 

Gwalior State has prohibited the importation of the newspapers Riyasat of Delhi, 
the Alaman (Delhi), the Yahdat (Delhi), the flind Rajasthan and Hind Keaari of 
Jhansi into the State. 

Travancore 

The Government hare prohibited the bringing or tahing, by backwaters or by 
land into or oat of Travancore of any copy of any issue of newspapers entitled 
‘Malabar Herald”. 

A. Narayana Pillai was arrested under Beotion 124-A (sedition) on a charge of 
exciting disaffection against the Government. 

A notice under Section 1S7 Travanoore Criminal Prooedare Code was issued on 
March 7, by the District Magistrate, Trivandrum, prohibiting the holding of meetings 
to consider the formation of a branch of the Travancore State Congress on the 
ground that if these meetings are allowed there would be breach of peace. 

Notice under Sectipn 127 Travancore Cr. P. C. issued on March 7 prohibiting the 
holding of meetings in Travanoore District to consider the formation of a branch of 
the Travanoore State Congress has now beer extended to Quilon District also. 

The Government of Travancore cancelled on March 12 the license of newspaper 
“Eoumudi” for reproducing an article oa Responsible Government by the late Mr. 
George Joseph. 

Mama 

Disturbing news about the no-tax campaign in Mansa State against the enhanced 
assessment in tho State has been appearing in the local press. Police firing and 
lathi charges are reported. According to latest report four men have been arrested 
for alleged defiance of the ban against processions and meetings. 

Kashmir : 

Kashmir State has prohibited under section 25 of Customs Regulation, the bring- 
ing into Jammu and Kashmir State of any document issued or emanating from (a) 
the Communist International (b) any organisation affiliated to or controlled by or 
connected with Communist International or (c) Any person holding office in any such 
organisation or (d) Any document containing substantial reproduction of the matter 
contained in any such document. 

Hyderabad : 

Hyderabad Government have demanded a seourity of Rs. 3,000 from the “Rahbare 
Deccan”, a local Urdu daily, failing which, the permission accorded for publication 
of the newspaper would be withdrawn. 

Jaipur : 

The Jaipur Government have enacted the following “Publio Societies Regulation”:^ 

1. This Regulation shall be called *The Public Societies Regulation”. It shall 
extend throughout the Jaipur territory and shall come into force from the date of 
publicadou in the Jaipur uasette. 

A No public society shall be established without the previous sanction of the 
Jaipur Government. 

41 
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S. The oii^iMn rad promotm of raoh sooiety>8hall applet thnagk the lupaotor 
GcBeral of Pblice, Jaipar, for the said aanotion aod the appnoatioe shall eontato the 
following partionlars 

(а) Aims and object of the sooietj.? 

(б) Names of its organiser and promoter, and if there be more than one, the 
nahies of all of them, as well as of its office-bearers. 

(e) The name of the place where its chief office is to be located, as well as the 
nagiis of places where the opening of branches is contemplated and the area within 
whieh it is to be operated. 

L The Bobiety as originally oonstitnted shall not be changed withont the prerious 
sanction of the Jaipur Government to be obtained through the Inspector General of 
Poiioo. 

5. If at any time, after permission has been granted, the activities of such society 
are found to be subversive of law and order or not for the good of the publtc, it 
shall be closed down by an order of the Oounoil of the State. 

& Any Police Officer, not below the rank of Sub- Inspector, may, with the pre- 
vious sanction of the Inspector General of Police enter without a warrant any build, 
tng or enclosure where the office of such a society is located, and on demand for his 
inspection, all correspondence, books, accounts etc., shall be produced, imme-iiately. 
Such Police Officer may farther seize any or all suoh documents as are considered 
by him objectionable, or relating to some conspiracy or crime, according to the pro- 
cedures laid down in Section 103 Or. P. 0. 

7. Any breach of this order on the part of any member or servant of the Society 
shall be oogDtsable offence and shall be triable by a magistrate of the 1st Class and 
uiall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 2 years 
B. I, or fine upto Bs. 1000 or both. 

8. ' The Counoil of State may expel the person so oonvicted from the State and 
order forfeiture of all property movable or immovable, doouments, funds etc. belonging 
to the said society. 

9* The Prime Minister may ban the entry into the Jaipur State of any person, 
who is likely, to create or foment, by his words or notions friction as this Regulation 
seeks to avoid. ^ ^ 

10. Any Police Officer, not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector may disperse all 
meetings of the members of the Society, which has been ordered to be cIosm under 
Bale 5 and such assemblies or meetings shall be considered as an unlawful assembly 
as in Section 141 1. P. 0. 

11. The Regulation shall equally apply to all existing societies and they shall, with- 
in a period of 3 mouths of the publication of this regulation, apply under Section (3) 
for the snotion of the Jaipur Government for their continuance. 


A. I. C. C. Members from Bengal (62) 


1. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 

2. Dr. Prafalla Chandra Ghosh 
S. Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 

4. Shri Bankim Mukherjee 

5. Shri Sudhir Chandra Boy Chow- 

dhury 

6. Shri Biresh Chandra Misra 

7. Maulvi Asbrafnddin Ghowdhury 
B Shri Jiban Ratan Dhar 

9. Shri Purshottam Roy 

10. Shri SaTlendra Nath Ghosh 
IL Shri Basant Lall Mnrarka 

12. Shri Haripada Cbatterjee 

13. Shri Eiron Shankar Roy 

14. Dr. Pratap Chandra Gnha Roy 

15. Shri Prafalla Nath Banerjee 

16. Shri Raj Kumar Chakravarti 

17. Shri Amar Erishua Ohose 

18. Shri Ealipada Mukherjee 

19. Shri Eamal Krishna Roy 

20. Bhri Satiah Chandra Chakravarty 


21. Shri Charn Chandra Bhandari 

22. Shri Prafulla Chandra Sen 

23. Shri Suresh Chandra Mazumdar 

24. Shri Panchanan Bose 

25. Shri Hirendra Nath Mukherjee 

26. Shri Atul Chandra Kumar 

27. Shri Ashutosh Das 

28. Shri Gopika Bilas Sen 

29. Shri Sbibnath Banerjee 

30. Shri Kumnd Chandra Chakravarty 

31. Shri Suresh Chandra Das 

32. Shri Neharendu Dutta Majumdar 

33. Shri Hareodra Nath Ghosn 

34. Shri Saty Priya Banerjee 

35. Shri Susbil Chandra Paiit 

36. Shri Paritosh Banerjee 

37. Mr. Abdur Rizzak Khan 

38. Shri Hemanta Kumar Bose 

39. Shri Indrabhusan Beed 

40. Shri Ram Sundar Singh 

41. Shri Sitaram Sakseria 
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£2. Shrl Deben Dey 
08. 8hri Nikonlabehftri Maity 
64. 6hri Ifosaftir ihmad 


i/r. oiumu \^n«uvia uciuuarjoo 

44. Shri Anaiida Praaad Ghowdhry 

45 . 8hri Riatapada Bhattaoharjae 

46. Shrl ]Cadar Nath Bhattaoharjee 
;47. Br^ Nalinakhya Sanyal 

a Dr. Chara Ofiandra Banerjee 
A. Shri Ajoj Kumar Mokherii 
60 l Shrl Abdua Sattar 
51. Shri Kiahoripatl Gtoy 


88. Dr. Jatiodra Mohan Daa Gupta 
56. Shri Jadn Nath Panl 
67. Shri Raahik Lall Biawaa 
56. Shri Bam Chandra. Abaatt 

59. 8i;ri LibanyanroTa Chanda 

60. Sbn Satiah Chandra Roy Chondhary. 

61. Shri Haripada tokar; 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Bombay^May i5-lP, 193B 

A meeting of the 'Working Committee was held in Bombay from 16th to I9th 
Blay. 1938. • Shri* Aar Chandra Base presided. The members present were: 
Baulana Abut Kalam Atad^ ShrimaH Sarojini ATaedu, 8hri» Jawahnrlal Nehru^ 
Vdttabhhhai Pateh Ba^endra Prasad^ Jamnalal Bajaj, JairandaB Doulatram% 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya^ Hare Kriehna Mahtab and «7. B. Krwalani, 

The Premiers of Madras, Bombay, U. P., C. P., N. W. F., Utkal and Dr. Syed 
Mahmud from Bihar were present by speofal invitation. 

1 • Bffiautea 

The minntee of the last meeting already oironlated were confirmed. 

2. Zanzibar Clpve Boycott 

The following resolution was passed : 

The 'Vforking Committee read the report of the Clove Boyoott Committee and 
considered the agreement which has been arrived at by the Indian Community in 
Zanzibar and the Zanzibar Government in respect of the olove trade. This agreement 
is subject to the confirmation of the Indian National Congress and the Colonial Oifioe 
of the British Qovernment. The Working Committee accept the recommendation of 
the Indian National Association of Zanzibar and confirm the said agreement. The 
Committee trust that the agreement will be aoted upon by the Zanzibar Government 
in a way so as to give full satisfaction to the Indian community and so as not to 
ridse anv doubt or suspicion of discriminatory treatment. 

In view of this settlement, the Clove Boycott Committee is hereby authorised to 
lift the boyoott of doves which has been in operation since September last as and 
when and under snob conditions as it thinks proper. 

On the ending of the boyoott the Committee trust that the general public and 
partioalarly the retailers will patronise those firms that have loyally adhered to the 
noycott in preference to those who have not. 

The Committee oongratulate the Indian community in Zanzibar for the bravd and 
snooessfnl stand it has made for the rights of Indians overseas. 

The Committee further express their gratitude to the merchants, speoially in 
Bombay, who by their loyal oooperation and support even at oonsiderable saorifloe 
have contributed so greatly to the successful termination of the issue. 

The Committee wish also to record its appreciation of the labours of the Clove 
Boyoott Committee. 

3. Political Parlies Ustag the Name “Congress** 

The Committee discussed the question. It was their view that it was undesirable 
for parties and groups inside or outside the Congress to use the name of the Congress 
without due permission. The matter was however left to dealt with by the 
General Beoretary as occasion arose. 

4. Ambulance for China 

The following resolution was passed ^ 

Resolved that a Committee oonsisting of the President, Dr. Jtvarcd Mehia^ 
Dr. Sunil Chandra Boee, Dr. B. M. Lohia and Shri Q. P. Batheeiing (Convener), 
with power to ooopt, be appointed to take necessary steps to send a motor ambulanoe 
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vQlto with oaoenary dooton and oortet to the Gliineee 
ur. M. Atal bo requested to be in oblige of the nnite. 


National OoTemment and 


8. The Name, KSengreet* for State Orgaiileatloiie 

Following reeointion was passed s-~ 

'^Haripnra Congress came to the deoisfon that io order to enoonrsge the develop- 
ment of the national stroggle in the Indian States, independent organisations shonld 
be started or oontinned whore they already exist and internal straggles of the people 
of the Statee most not be nndertaien in the name W>f the Congress. The Working 
Committee welcome the formation of snoh independent organisations bnt have noted 
that some of these hear the name of the Congress. While, strictly' speaking, there oan 
be ao monopoly in the nse of the word ‘Congress', it is clear that in order to {give 
effect to the letter and spirit of the Haripnra Congress resolution, nothing should be 
done which produces any confusion in the public mind as to the constitutional 
relation between the Congress and the independent State organisations. The Committee 
feel that the use of the word ‘Congress' in the name of the State c^ganisations is 
bound to create such confusion. 

The Committee also wish to draw attention to the fact that under the Haripnra 
resolution Congress Committees continue to exist in the States. Thus there are at 
the same time Congress Committees and the independent organisations which might 
sometimes develop in membership and work. If the independent ornnisations bear 
the name Congress' then it is inevitable that oonfusion will arise. This will oome 
in the way of Congress Committees fnnotioning in the States. 

For these and other reasons the Working Committee feel that it is undesirable 
to have the word ‘Congress* in the name of the independent organisations and trust 
therefore that the use of this word in this oonueotiou will be avoided. 


6^ Mysore Happenings 

The following resolution was passed : 

The Working Committee have read the popular and the official versions of the 
recent firing that took place near Viduraswatham (Mysore) on unarmed crowds. The 
Committee deeply deplore the fact that the State authorities felt called upon to 
resort to firing. But seeing that the Mysore Government have appointed a tribunal 
in order to inquire into the causes that led to the firing, the Working Committee 
refrain from expressing any opinion about the tragedy. 

But the Working Committee think that His Highness the Maharaja should estab- 
lish responsible Government in his State so that the responsibility for Law and 
Order, including firing whenever it ia deeme 1 necessary, will be shouldered by a 
government answerable to the people. The Working Committee send their condo- 
Jenoes to the members of the bereaved fomilies and express their sympathy with 
those who have suffered iniuries. 

The Working Committee approve of the settlement effected by Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Aoharya Hripalani as between the State and the Mysore State Congress. The 
Working Committee note with satisfaction that in fnrtheranoe of the settmment the 
Mysore Government have issued a oommnniqae and oongratnlato His Highness the 
Maharaja and his advisors on the prompt manner in wbioh they are oarrying out 
the settlement. The Working Committee hope that the sottlement will be strictly 
carried out idso by the Mysore State Congress. 

On the question of the hoisting of the National Flag the Working Committee hope 
that oare will ^ taken not to do anything that might imply any disrespect to the 
State Flag by Hie State Congress or to the National Flag by the State authorities. 
Hie final status of the National Flag will depend upon the ability to exeroise com- 
pulsion, bnt upon the correct oondnot of Congressmen and the progressive record of 
service that tne Congress establishes in the country. It shonld farther be borne in 
mind that the National Flag is a symbol of non-violence and national unity to be 
brongfat abont by means strictly tmthful and nonviolent. It should further be borne 
in mind that thongh there is a growing party among Congressmen who seek the 
total abolition of States as a relio of Middle Ages, the policy of the Congress as a 
whole has hitherto been and remains one of friendliness to the States in the hope 
that they will recognise the signs of the times and establish responsible govarument 
within their borders and otherwise extend and guard the liberty of the people under 
tb^ jnrisdiotion. 
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7. CUmeacj Csm in C. P. 

The Import of the findings of Bir ICanmoth Nath Mnkerji was plaoed befdre the 
Committee. It was decided that the report be sent to Mr. M. Y. SharOef, the 
MinistOT of Law and Jnstioe in C. P. and he be reqnested to take the neoessarj 
steps that follow logically from the findings of 6i: Mnkerji. Bhri Shareef hu sinoe 
resigned his ministership. 

8. Diedpllnary AcHon— Shil Satyeadn Chaedsm Milrn 

The following decision was taken 

Shri Satvendra Chandra Ultra was elected to the Bengal Connoil on the Congress 
ticket and after signing the Congress pledge according to which he was bound to 
carry out the Congress directions. He was called upon in common with other Con- 
gress legislators to pay the excess of his salary to a special earmarked fund for use 
in the province and iu spite of repeated requests and reminders he has not paid 
this or any sum and has finally refused to do so, thereby violating his pledge. The 
Working Committee therefore decide that he should cease to be a primary member 
of the Congress and should be ineligible for such membership till the committee 
decide otherwise. Farther that he should be ineligible to stand as a Congress 
candidate for any local body or legislature. 

9. Oppressive Ifis-rule In Bugtl 

The following resolution was passed : 

The attention of the Working Committee has been drawn to the* oppressive and 
tyrannical administration under which the people of the Bugti area, lying between 
Bind and Baluchistan have since long been suffering at the hands of the present 
Nawab of Bugti and to the sense of grave insecurity of life and property 
which has been prevailing In that area. The Committee understand that the inquiry 
instituted by the Agent to the Qovernor-General at Quetta in 1938 under Major 
Beetham amply confirmed the correctness of the complaints made by the people 
against the Nawab. In the opinion of the Committee it is essential, if the adminia- 
tratioQ of the Bugti area is at all to improve, that the aforesaid report should be 
published by the Oovernmeut The Committee are strongly of the view that 
the authorities in India and England who have assumed responsibility for the 
welfare of the people of the area have signally failed to discharge that responsibility. 
The Committee coodemn the continuance of the present autocratic and irresponsible 
system of administration under *whioh inhabitants of the Bugti area lhave had to 
live and suffer all these years, and expeot that the authorities will take immediate 
measures to remedy the present state, of things and place the administration of the 
area on a proper demooratio basis. 

THE C. P. MINISTRY&TANGLE 

8hri Vallahhbhai Patel informed the Working Committee about the dissensiona 
in the C. P. Ministry. Four of the Ministers hadf sent in their resignations to Shri 
Ehare, the Premier. The Committee discussed the question with the Premier and 
other C. P. Ministers present in Bombay. After careful oousideration the Committee 
advised the Premier to call a meeting of the C. P. Parliamentary party and ask 
them to consider the situation that has arisen in regard to the ministry and also 
decide the steps to be taken to meet the situation. The Committee also advised that 
the meeting of the Parliamentary party to 0 ')DBider this question be held under the 
Presidentship of Bhri Vallahhbhai Patel, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub- 
Committee. The other members of the Sub-Committee were also requested to be 
present at tbe meeting of the C. P. legislators. 

(iVoto^The meeting of the party was held at Paohmarhi jon 94th May. Shri 
Vallahhbhai Patel and Maulana AbtU Kalam dead . were present. Tbe former 

g resided. After a couple of days’ oonferenoe to which the Presideuts^of the three P. 
I. Os., Mahakoshal, Nagpur and Berar were also invited, a compromise was arrived 
at among the members of the O. P. Cabinet The ministers oonoerned handed over 
the following letter to Shri Vallabhhhai Patel :r- 

*1b response to the wishes of the party» ae expressed at its meeting on May 81, 
we met together and discussed all the queerions of differences amongst ourselves, 
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la ^ OMUlttM BO«N with wtitfMtioB that th« n. P. Govanasat I^TO 
paaaad IwMatioB pravidiD| natar^tj baasOt and that iha Boaabw Omnmrt haft 
aatfudad^a applwatloB a^a aald Act araa ta aaullar aaatiw whara tha Aot did 
oat wply tiU aaw aad tniata thtf Gavaramaata af praainaaa whara thata ia aa toah 
piariaiaamU takamaaantea ta mtradoaa tha naaeaaa«y lacialatiaa. 

IL ^Iha OoaimittM note with aatistaatiaa that tha Bmbay aad IT. P. Gavara- 
nieoto hftT6 issoed ordm for • oompalcAi^ establtthmoiit of oreoheo where women 
worters lire empi 07 ^ and troets other Gorernmeots wiU take aotion in this direoaom. 

• 18 . Oaaw.ltM walMoin tha dralimtioa atade by tha Qareraiaaat atBomhar 
to^-introdaoe prohibition in the mdoetrial oit^ of Ahmedabad and ezpreesee hope that 
nrban areas in other prpyinoes will also be soon taken np for carrying 

ont the pj^ohibihon programme of the OongresSa 


CONSTITUnON COMMITTEE 


A meeting of the Constitation Committee appointed 
held at Boamy on the l8th and 19th May, 1938. 


by the Haripnra Congress was 


The members present were : Shria Jawharlal Nehru, Jairamdaa Davlairam. 
Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Aokyut Patwardhan, Kiran Sankar Ryy, 8, A,lBreM and 
J» B. Rripalanu 

The ^mmittee disonssed (1) Tha adrisability or othorwise of indirect eleotfons 
and {%) the means to be adopted to ensnre ganaine membership and proper eleotion. 
Some tenmtive decisions were taken which are to be circularised to the P. C. Os. 
for their opinion. In the light of the provincial pinions received the committee 
will make their final recommendations to the A. 1. C.iC. 


PREMIERS* CONFERENCE 

A conference of Premiers of the Seven Congress provinces and the members of 
the Parliamentary Sno-Oommittee was oatied by •the President to meet in Bombay. 
The Premiers were asked to invite to the conference as many members of their 
Cabinets as oonld conveniently attend. The conference met from 12th to 14th May 
1938. All the seven Premiers with several Ministers from each province attended. 
There was mntnal exchange of information about the reform measnres nndertaken 
and the general progress made in eaoh of the provinces. The confarenoe oonsidered 
the general question of oo-ordination and co-operation among the Congress provinces. 
Some of the subjects discussed were, Civil Liberty, Agrarian policy, Labour, Indus- 
trial reooDStraotion, Development o! Power Resonroes and Power Supply, Bural 
RMOOstrnotioa, Education, Kovenne Sonroes, Taxation and Finanoes. Several schemes 
of oo-operatiou were suggested. The U. P. Oovernmeut undertook to calf a confe- 
rence representing all the provtuoes to examine possibilities of new aouroes of 
revenue for ooustruotive purposes. The Bombay Uovernment undertook to oi^ a 
similar oonierenoe for jail reform and labour. 

The oonferenoe was useful inasmuoh as it provided an opportn ni^ to tha Premimn 
and other Ministers to compare notes and to know each other's difflonltiea. It also 
paved the way for greater oo-ordination and oo-operatron between the provinoea. 


PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY PRESIDENT (SJ. BOSE) 

Ambulanee Corps' for China 

Bwr liaoe the Japaaes. eggreeeioa to Ohioe begM lest year, the Indlu Kati^ 
Oeaereaa haa repeaMty ezpreaaed iti ayiapatby for the Ohiaeee pmple la tbeto 
■truffile for freedom end peace. Apert from resolatione of eympathy being paa^ 
pro-dineee demoostrationa were hoU all ow the. country. A ema of ow ^ 
8^ thonnand xnpeea) was also oolloctod aad is now in the hands of the All 

India Umreas rhmmiui.. offioe. The Working Oommittee of the Oongreas, at ito last 
meeting ia Bombay, decided to aead an ambnlanoe nnit with the dootora to Ohina 
for demoaatrating ear solidarity wifli the Ohinoee ^peopto, instead of aending Miy 
monetary relief. She Gommittae alao appomted a SabHwmmittee oonaistiog of Dr, 
Dr. Bimil CKianira Som, Dr. B. M. Lohia, AAri* G. P. Buth»$$ing 
aad ^aelf to make all naoes^ airsngemento for equipping and : sending oift 
tile ambnlanoe unit togetiier with the dootora. 


& isk IMDUM itAtlOitAL C0N0RES8 f nMa& 

The Bab-oommittee held a meetiog In Bombay oa the S4th iatt. and decided to 
•ead a lolly eqoipped motoroar ambolaoee to Chiaa and a batoh of four qoaliAed 
doetora, pieferably experienoed oorgeoni. One year’s expense were worked oat sod 
it was foond that a sam of ropees thirty thoosand was needed for the MediosI IQs- 
aioD. Sinoe we hare only rupees eight thoosand in hand, we shall hare to oolleot 
a farther sum of ropees twenty-two thousand. 

ApplioatiQns from qualified medical men who would like to join the medical Mis- 
sion to China are invited. Applicants should preferably be saraeons with some ex- 
perienoe and shoald undertake to serve for at least one year. They should send in 
their applications to the Secretary, Foreign Department All India Congress Oonuaittee, 
Allahabad with a copy to the Seoretary of the China Snb-oommittee, Mr. 0. P 
Hutheesing of Gulshan Villa, Oomar Park, Warden Road, Bombay. The expenses of 
equipment, board and lodging in China together with a small pooket allowance wiU 
be provided for the dootors but no salary will be paid. 

In order to demonstrate ones again bar deep sympathy for the Chinese, people in 
their hour of trial, I request all Congress organisations in the country to observe the 
12ih. June, 1938 as an All-India Chinese Day. Meetings and prooessions should 
be held on that day and a serious endeavour should be made to oolleot fund for our 
Medical Missiou. If the necessary efforts are made, it shoald not be difficult to 
oolleot the entire amount of rupees twenty-two thousand by that date. 

In this connection I also appeal to Firms dealing in medioal stores and • appliances 
to help us in kind. I may assure them that medical stores and applianoes are badly 
needed in China to-day and help in kind will not be less welcome to the distress^ 
and injured Chinese people than assistanoe in cash. 

In conclusion I. may remind my countrymen that it is essential that onr proposed 
medioal aid should reach China as early as possible. We shoald therefore get ready 
to give a send-off to our Medical Mission by the first week of July at the very 
latest The seventh of July, the day on which Japanese aggression started last year, 
would he an appropriate day for wishing Bon Voyage to the Indian friends of Chins 

ORISSA CRISIS 

The appointment of Mr. J. B, Dain^ a Subordinate officer of the Orissa Govern- 
ment, as tne Acting Governor of Orissa daring the absence of the Governor on 
leave threatened to create a serions ministerial orisie in the province. The Congress 
Minia^ informed the Governor that the selection of (Mr. J. R. Dain as the Acting 
Governor was derogatory to their dignity and/^that they would find >great difficulry in 
serving under Mr. Dain who was aotnaily serving as an officer of their Government 
and therefore subordinate to them. The Working Committee at their ‘meeting in 
Calcutta passed a resolntion condemning the appointment of Mr. Dain as the Acting 
Governor of Orissa. The Provincial Congress Committee of Orissa passed a reso- 
Intion approving of the CabinePs decision to resign, should Mr. Dain assume 
olmrge of the Governorship of the Orissa, province. About the third week of April 
the Governor was formally notified by the ministers that they intended to resign if 
Mr. Dain assumed charge. The threatmied crisis however was averted at the last 
moment by the cancellation of his leave by Sir John Hubback, the Governor of 
Orissa. The following oommnnique was issued by his secretary 

“In view of the instabili^ of the politioal aitnation which he would be bound to 
leave to his sneoessor. His Exoellenoy Bie Governor of Orissa does not feel justified 
in proceeding With his orgioal plan and oonaiders that he has, in the interests of 
the province, no option but to ask for the oanoeUatiou of the leave granted to him. 
The SiMretary of State has acceded tor his request with the couonrrence of the 
Govenor-Oeoeral.” 


ZANZIBAR AGREEMENT 

As S' resnlt of the unbroken resistance pat np by the Indian Commanlly at 
Zansibar and the boycott of Zsnalbar oleves in India oarried. oat through the efforts 
of the Indian National Congnstt Zanzibar Qovemment was obliged to come to 
terma with the Indian Gsiamunity. The following letter was reoeived from the 
Bmetavy of the Indian National Association of Zanzibar ‘in oonnection with the 
piAviiiow agreement arrfked at between the parties oonoernsd 
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•I ini eooloriiig heeew^ a# tait ot (be agreement on the olovn dbsatn whtoh 
jru ®®tween tte In^a oommamtj and Zanzibar Oovemment as a zaaolt of 

tho Bogotiatfona carried on for the last three weelra. 

■The agrewient on our side, is sabjeot to oondnnation of the Indian National 
Congress. The credit for any settlement goes to the Congress and to India fOr the 
marvellous support dven by them to the Zanzibar Indians. 

^'The Zanzibar Indian oommunity owes a d^p debt of latitude to Pandit 
Jawaharlal N’ekru^ Babu Subhaa Chandra^ Boae^ .t^nd Sardar Vallabhbhai FaUl for 
organising and intensifying the boyooU. 

terms of the settlement have given satisfaction to all the sections of the 
Indian oommunity of Zi^ibar. 

**The Indian community hi^ly appreciates your (those of the Congress and the 
Indians) untiring efforts on our behalf m this fight” 

At their meeting at Bombay the Working Committee of the Indian National Con- 
grem passed a resolution approving of this agreement and congratulated the Indian 
Nation and the Indian Gommnnity of Zanzibar on this himpy and suooessful termi- 
nation of the clove dispute. The provisional ^reement of May 4 arrived at between 
the Government of Zanzibar and the Indian Community was approved and confirmed 
by the Colonial office ending finally the clove dispute. Sardar Vallabhbhai Fatal, 
President of the All India Clove Boycott Committee, issued the following 
statement 


**Th6 Colonial Office of England having approved the agreement in regurd to olove 
dispute between the Zanzibar Government and the Indian oommunity in Zanzibar, the 
agreement has now become an accomplished fact. The Working Committee of the 
Indian National Congress has already given its approval to the said agreement and, 
therefore, all the conditions for lifting the boycott on cloves now stand completely 
fulfilled. I, therefore, declare on behalf of the. Clove Boycott Committee that the 
boycott is now formally lifted and the dealers are now free to resume dealings in 
cloves both of Zanzibar and Madagaskar. 

^'I take this opportuni^of drawing the attention of the public to a very signifi- 
cant appeal made by the Working Committee in its resolution on the subject of the 
Zanzibar agreement The Committee trust that the general public, particularly the 
retailers, will patronize those firms that have loyally adhered to the boycott in pre- 
ference to those who havo not. I am confident that the public of India will respond 
to this appeal in a full measure. 

*'On bmialf of tho Glove Boycott Committee I congratulate the Indian community 
in Zanzibar, the Indian public in this country and particularly the clove merchants of 
Bombay and? other places on the sacrifices they had to make and the snooess they 
have been able to achieve as a result of those sacrifices. I must also thank the 
volunteers of the P. C. C. who, unmindful of the hardships that they had to suffer, 
kept the boycott in tact in the ci^ of Bombay by carrying on effective and snocess- 
fuf picketing for over six weeks. With the lifting of the boycott, picketing also is 
heieby withdrawn. This does not, however, mean that the defanltera will be' allowed 
to go scot-free, ^me of the defaulters have already been dealt with and others have 
been notified to make proper ameads for their mistakes. Defanlters who fail to 
make amends as suggested by the Committee will have to be severely 

dealt with. 

**In the end, I heartily congratulate the Indian nation on the happy temduattoo of 
a prolonged dispute in Zanzibar. The Indians overseas may now hfeel assured that 
the ladSm Naaonal Oongrese can protect their intereeta by a united aotiou In 
thta eountry.'* 
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the whole ooimtiy. The woihlog OommiUee of Uie mjam Blite OoBjnm peesed 
ft moIotioD oondenoleg the iadimimiaftte firing and oviag libesty to Oongreitinea 
to dieolm prohihitorf orders in oider to flndioate laQaiuneBtsl rights and msintsia 
their seu-respeot Ae Mysere Oorerniiient issaed a Ooiamimlqae giving official 
▼erdon of the facts sarroondhtt the tragedy. It josUfled firing as a measare of self- 
defenoe tfainst mob-violaaoe. It however nspointed an ioqairy committee of three 
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Gandhi in the obnise of a press statement mads an appeal to the Mysore Government 
to read the Symptoms of popcdar awakenkig in Mysore sad divest itself of its 
antooracy. 

A stndy the sltnatlon at close qnartefa and also If possible to bring abont a 
eettlement hetween the Mysore Congress and the Mysore OovernmeBt Vallahh- 

khai Paul and Shri J. B. Kripalani proceeded to Bangalore. They bad several 
ooDsnltations with the leaders of the Mysore Ocmgress and also interviews with 
the Biwan Sir Mirza Izmail. As a resalt of these a oowromise fosmnla was 
evolved the terms of which are as stated helow. The terms of settlement ^comprise 
an the demands made by the State Congress at their conference held at SJnvapora 
ehortly before. 

(1 ) Beoognitlon of Mysore Congress; (fi) deolaration by the Mysore 'Govern- 
ment that 'it is open to the reforms Committee to disones and reoommened respon- 
sibte Government for Mysore State ; (31 four Oangressmen who resigned from 

the refdnDB committee to be re-nominated with three additional Congressmen to 
be seized hy the State Congress; ( 4 ) the satyagraha to be called off by the 
State OoDgress : ( 5 ) general amnesty to political prisoners and withdcawail of 

all repressive orders^ and ( 6 ) the Flag dispute to be settled on the lines suggested 
lely that 
remonial 

Oowess only the National flag is to be flown. 

Cm May 17 tilte Government of Mysore passed orders declaring their policy in 
regard to reoognifion of the Mysore State Oingress, and cognate matters. The order 
aooorded rsoognition to the congress party in the State; accepted the addition of 
three new members selected by the Congress party to the Constitutional Committee; 
aooepted Oandhiji’s oompromise formula on the flag issue and provided assurances 
regarding the release of political prisoners and the withdrawal of prohibitory 
orders. These aots, Government hope, ^'wili mark the inauguration of a new era of 
progress end prosperity In the States.** 

Congress Muslim League talks 

On April 28 Gsndhijl met Mr. M. A. Jinnahy the President of the Mnslim Lesuge 
end had three hoars’ conversation with him on the Hindn-Muslim problem. The 
interview was s sequel to the correepondenoe that had gone on between Mr. M. A. 
Jimudi and President Jatoaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi for some months 
past It was ft preliminary informal exchange of views preparatory to more formal 
negotiations between the partiee oonoerned. The followiDg joint statement was 
isened to the press 

*We had three hours of friendly oonveraatlon over the Hindn-Mnslim question. 
The matter will be pnrsned farther. The pnblio will be informed in due coarse of 
its developments.’ 

The oonversation witih Mr JInnah were thezeafter oontinued by the president 
There were several proloniM conferences between the two. Seme preliminary 
eonditiona were formnlated. Mr. Jinnah proposed to keep these preliminary oonditions 
before the Eseofttive of the Muslim Leange. 


Aireits and Conwictions Etc- 

The lollowfiig are some of the oases of arrests, convictions, Internments, 
•xtemmentej eeeiohes, gaggliig orders and the like compiled from the daily press 
grid the bnliettiis of the Cmllib^es Union: 

ISmiab. 

t Mr. Barikiekam Singh Swieet, GeaersI Secretary, Jullander Dietriet IDssaa 
Is being proeeouliid under Seotion 124 L P. U for deUvering allegsfi 
ledltloiie epeeeh at Abohar, fdroiepar, Punjab. 
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8. Ami Sundar Triv§di wu Mnteaoed to pay a fine of Ra. KX) for haying la hia 
poasMion withoat Hoenoe a pistol and some paronaaion oapa. 

d. Jageah Ch/andra CkatUrji^ an ex-Eakori case prisoner was serred with an ez- 
temment o^er to leave Bengal. 8j. SaehMra Vath Bakhahi^ an ez-Eakori case 
priaoner, was served with an eztenunent order by the Goverrment of Bengal on 

i. An order under Beotlon 144 was served on Prof. Bumayun Kabir^ President 
eleot of the Bady Eiisak Proja Cionferenoe, Faridpnr, just when the Oonferenoe atart- 
ed. fie was arrested and the meeting was dispersed. 

Bambaif, 

The police arrested four labonr leaders ont of a batch of fiften who were picketing 
the Ahmedabad I^pe Fonndary, the workers of which had struck owing to dispute 
abont wages. 

Dathi. 

BrimaH BatyaaatL Booiidist leader of Delhi, was arrested on April 21 under 
Section 114 A. L P. 0 . (Sedition) for a speech delivered by her recently in a village 
in Delhi. 

Bihar. 

She honse of Bahn Indra Singh, ex-PresIdent of Bihar Thaaa Oongms Gommittee 
was searohed by the poUoe on April 9 in his absence. Nothing incriminating was 
lonnd. 


Jfadnu. 

Xhe Madras Government, under Section 19 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) 
Ant, have declared forfeited all copies of ^Bossian Bevolution** a book published in 
Tengn hognage. 

AT. W. B. 

The Additional District Magistrate, Peshawar, has demanded a seonrity deposit of 
Be. iOQ from "Mazdnr Kisan'*, a Secialiat weekly. 

JJmar 

Mmdana Atar Jfukammady a prominent Congress worker of Beawar who had 
been awarded 6 months’ rigorous imprisonment under Section 5 of the Punjab 
(himinal Iaw Amendment Act was sentenced to 1 month’s rigorous imprisonment 
on appeal to-day by the Sessions Court, Ajmer. 

Jfgaora Stata, 

L By an ezeontive fiat the Mysore Qovemment have withdrawn the permission 
for and publishing three looal papers the ^^Tamil Nadu'' '^Navajivan" 

fi. An order was issued under Section 144 O. P. C. by the Dt. Magistrate bann- 
ing the hoisting of national flag, prohibiting holding of mmngs and making speeches. 
The order w» dafied hy residents of the Yiduraswatham village in Emar district 
(abont 50 miles from Bangalore) when they assembled at publio meeting estimated at 
10000. The gathering was declared an unlawful aaeembly by the District Magistrate 
who ordered it to disperse. The meeting not havii^ dispersed the police opened fire 
which resulted in several persons being killed and iojuredf. 

3 Mr. P. N, Pandit of Shimoga, Mr, B. Tiwari, Monicipal Oounoillor, Bandore, 
and throe others were arrested on April 17 under Section 39 of the Mysore Police 
Begulation for diasbeying the order prohibiting the hoisting of ti&e National Flag. 
They were afterwards convicted and sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment 
and fine. 

4. A prohibitory order was served by Shimoga police on Messrs. V. Qogi. 
D. K. Manappa and eleven others on April 18. 

5. Prohlbitoiy orders were served on the President of Hassau District Board 
pmhilltiDg him for a period of two months from addressing meetings witiiin a 
iiitias of five miles. 

B. Similar orders were passed on Mr. A. A. Khan in Bangalore City. 

7. Prohibitorv orders were also served on Messrs. Sitharam Satiric B. K, 
Oawda Mahomed Bait and T. 6. R. Iyengar by District Msgistratoi Mysore. 
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hofs^ng of the Cmctw Am was serv^ on many promiDent Congressmen thronghoat 
tbe State by the Dutrirt Imitate of Umre. Mr. T. BiddaUnga, Fraaidaid and 
Mr. M9 were arrested for breaking the order. 

(All the arrested and convioted persons have since been released). 


Trapandare StaU : 

1. Mernbew of the Defend Committee Messrs. ryUam fhanu PillaL T. M. 
Varghesp, K, T. Thomas and K, P» N. Pillai were s^iV^ed with orders pidibiting 
them from holdiM^ any pnblio reception, demonstrations or meetings in any part of 
the Trivandrnm Distriot in honour of Mr. Nariman for a period of two months on 
the alleged ground that a rival section had organised themselves to oppose the 
reception. 

t. A restraint order was also served on Mr. AT. F, Nariman prohibiting him 
from addressing meetiw in Trivandum Distriot. 

3. Messrs. F, K. Kui^u and P. N. KrinKna Pillai^ President and Vice-President 
Travanoore Labour Association were arrested on Bfarch 25 on a warrant issued by the 
Magistrate, Alleppey. 

4. A meeting of labourers as Bhortally on April 1 was prohibited by the District 
Magistrate of Mettayam. 

5. Alleppy polioe made a severe lathi charge on a procession of labourers who 
were demonstrating against the arrest of their leaders. Several were injured and 
Mr. Sava, a labourer, who suffered serious injuries succumbed later on. 

6. A sentence of 18 months’ simple imprisonment on a charge of sedition in res- 
pect of an article in a paper was passed on Mr. Narayana Pillai^ Advocate, by the 
Sessions Judge, Trivandrum. Mr. K, B, Nariman of Bombay was refused permission 
to appear in the State’s Court to defend tbe aoooused. 

7. The order of the Quilon Distriot Magistrate prohibiting public meetings and 
other demonstrations have been extended for two months more. 


Other Indian Staten : 

1. Lathi charge on women has not been an unfreouent oocurrenoe in Mansa 
State. Several women are reported to have been^seriously injured !n Pujapara vill- 
age. A few were arrested. 

3. Mansa State has convicted and sentenced Mr. Oopaldan Chagwandan^ Presi- 
dent and Mr. Amritlal Kalidan, Secretary of the Mansa Peasants Committee to ten 
months’ imprisonment and a fine of Bs. IK) or in default one month’s further impri- 
sonment for defying the State ban or processions and meetings. Seven others tried 
for the same offence have been fined Rs. 25 each. 

3. Ramdurg State Mounted Police, it is reported, was called out to disperse a 
procession of villagers demanding a remission of taxes. Twenty persons are reported 
to have been injured by the lathi charge. 

4. Raka Jdohd. Akbar, a Muslim leader of Moipur, Kashmir, has been arrested 
on a charge of delivering an alleged seditious speech. It is reported that he delivered 
a spe^h supporting tbe resolution urging tbe establishment of responsible Govern- 
ment in the State m the meeting of the Muslim Conference recently held at Jammu. 
The speech was considered objectionable by the Government. 

5. Sohawal State has promulgated an order under Section 144 Cr. P. C. banning 
tbe holding of meetings or taking out of processions within tbe State limits and have 
arrested three leaders of the Kisans on the alleged charge of violating the prohibitory 
order. 

6. Kalsia State police have arrested Sardar Atma Siiwh^ Freaidenty Sardar 
^maher Sirwh. General Secretary, and four workers of the Kisan Committee under 
SeohoB 124 AX P. a (Sedition). 



The Indian National Congress 

51tt. SeMien— Huipora— 19dk* to 21tt> Febmary 1938. 

The 5lBt session of the Indian National Congress opened on the isui. 
Fdbmaiy 1^38 at Yithal Nsgar in Haripnra, Onjarat in the vast amphitheatre 
the open grandeur and simpHoity of whioh easily marked it out as t^ 
pi»e$-de-re 8 i 9 tanee of the ishole Nagsr. With ten-foot bamboo thatti walls skirting 
ail round and its six huge gates, the amphitheatre presented the speotaole of a vast 
fortress with menaoing battlements from a distance. On a nearer approach, the gates, 
particnlarly the two main ones opening on Janda Chowk, revealed glorious examplm of 
art with a distinct oriental stamp about them. Stepping into the arena past the 
tri-oolonr curtains, which hide the view of the interior through the gates, one 
was suddenly struck by the yastness of the area which the bamboo thattis hid from 
the public view. 

Oval in shape, the amphitheatre, whioh has been planned to accommodate more 
than three laki^ most have entailed the organisers the least labour for all its immen- 
sity. The naturm lay of the ground made it immensely | suitable for the purpose of 
the gigantio gathering. Sloping gradually from the river-side, the ground suddenly 
rose m the opposite direction towards the leaders' dais on the opposite side. The 
neatly marked out enclosures for the delegates from the different Frovinoes, visitors 
and the press, the spacious dais, with gaUeries on either side of it, for the Beoeption 
Committee members and, crowning all, the brilliantly-lighted rostrum with its artistic 
outlines, marked out by molti-oolonred lamps, presented an unforgettable speotaole of 
grandeur and orderliness. 

Long before the meeting was due to oommenoe, the vast visitors* enclosures began 
slowly but steadily filling up. The villagers, men, women and children, carrying blan- 
kets, began to settle down in orderly fashion for what to them was a memorable event 
in meir Jives. Volunteers and Desh Bevikas were busy directing the stream of visitors 
through the proper gates, leading to the different enclosures. 

▲ seething mass of humanly besieged all gates to the vast amphitheatre where 
the open session was held and despite the orderly behaviour of the crowd the 
volunteers at the various gates were hard put to it to regulate admission. At 4-50 
p.m. over two lakhs of people were inside, but large portions of the amphitheatre 
were still vacant In fact one part of the visitors* enclosure had been filled while the 
other remained partially filled, showing the vastness of the amphitheatre. The dele- 
gates* enclosure and the Beoeption Committee gallery however had been completely 
filled. Outside, the villagers had squatted down patiently in their hundreds to let the 
more impatient pass and then take their turn. The gates were all wide open, people 
pouring in thousands and the vast visitors* enclosure was steadily filling. The' sun wu 
casting long shadows and in the yellow light the Presidential dais, with a row of saff- 
ron-sareed Bevikas guarding it alf round with hands locked in hand, presented a fine 
spectacle. More Bevikas and volunteers lined all routes inside the amphitheatre. 

The presidential procession from the western gate of the open amphitheatre to the 
dais on the eastern side, cutting right across the amphitheatre, provided an impres- 
sive speotaole. Marching with military prebision the volunteers' band headed the pro- 
cession. Barbar Gopaldas, Chairman of the Beoeption Committee, followed immediate- 
ly leading the President. Mr. Bose, wearing a tn-ooloured garland and kurnkum on 
hia foreheiel, was supported on his left by Bardar Yallabhbhai Fatel. while other 
members of the Working Committee followed in twos. Mr. Barat Bose bronght up the 
rear. Lord Samuel was an interested speotator of the procession and was seen tasicg 
piotn: as of the procession as it neared the dies. 

The huge gathering, by now more than two lakhs, had just settled down after toe 
excitement of the procession when a oar moved slowly up to the amphitheatre ana 
halted just in front of the dais. There was no mistaking the Identity of its occupant. 
Oandhi]i emerged and was received by Mr. Bose. As Mahatma Gandhi's frail form 
was sighted, climbing the steps of the hnge platform helped by Mr. Bose, the enum 
conoonrse rose to its feet as one msn and Lustily cheered the Mahatma, and the iw- 
tery of cameras clicked, the Mahatma's beaming eyes peeping over his nose. laB 
Mahatma slowly raised his hands in acknowledgment to the thonderous cries of 
from every side, Mahatma Gandhi, then, as he went to take his seat at the centre d 
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the daiSr returned the ealatatlons of leaders who bowed to him. Oandhiji seated him- 
self at the centre under the khadi umbrella placed there to protect ' im f^m the 
son. **yande Mataram’* was then sung, followed by fore's morning song of India 
* Janaganamana • 


•The Welcome Addfets 

In the course of his welcome address as Ohairms of the Reception Oommittea 
Sardar Darbar Oapaldaa said 

do not know why an ordinary worker like me should have been made Chair- 
man of the Reception Committee. There is one thing oertainly which is the common 
practice in Qujerat and it is this t that we are disciplined soldiers, ready to carry 
out the orders of our chief. You know Sardar Vallablibhai. His general orders are 
that all speech-making is to be left to him, we have to work away silently. And 
yet if I happen to be here, you xnust understand that it is at his behest. It is not 
for me to make a speech, political or other. The political pronouncement will be 
made by the President. My business is to welcome you to-day on behalf of Qujerat 
and, wmooming you as I do on behalf of businesslike Qujerat, I will make only a 
brief businesslike speech. 

own faith In the old programme of 1931 is well known and in spite of the 
alteration in details that it has undergone, I think it is that programme that is going 
ultimately to help us win our freedom. If the value of truth and non-violence ana 
of the constructive programme that they imply was great for the initial stages of the 
struggle, it is greater whilst we have passed the middle stages and, God willing, are 
nearing the end of the journey. It is as a staunch believer in those basic principles 
and a numble soldier that I have the honour to welcome you on the bank of the 
Tapti. 

^Sinoe last year we have begun Congress work in the villages. Faizpur had the first 
honour and we have had the benefit of the experience gained at Faizpur. But I do 
not know how far we have succeeded in making full use of that experience. What you 
see here is the result of the labour of hundreds of devoted volunteer workers, two 
of whom have laid down their lives here. Not only Qujerat but India mourns the 
loss of Pandit Share whom all of us miss here so much. My share in the work 
here is negligible. It is not for me to say how far we have succeeded. It will be 
for you to give your verdict after the end of this session. All I have to do to-day 
is to welcome you cordially on behalf of Qujerat and specially on behalf of 
the peasants of Bardoli and Bas, whose share has been not inconsiderable in making 
what history we have made. And in giving you welcome, I would also beg you 
to bear with our many shortcomings, to be {content with what comforts we have 
been able to provide and not to mind the discomforts that we have not quite been 
able to avoid. 

'*We are blessed with the Presidentship of one whose life is an unbroken record 
of sacrifice and service and suffering. He comes from a Province which has on all 
three previous occasions given Qujerat the Presidents of the Congress and which in 
suffering would easily take first rank among the provinces of this country. I hope 
and pray that under the wise guidance of our President, we may march farther 
forward to our goal and add more glorious chapters to our history. 

*'Bnbha8 Baba, 1 request you to take the chair.” 

Presidential Address 

Taking the chair, Mr. 8uhha$ Chandra Bose delivered his Presidential Address. 
The following is the text 

I am deeply sensible of the honour you have done me by electing me as the 
President of the Indian National Congress for the coming year. I am not so 
presumptuous as to think for one moment that I am in any way worthy of that 
great honour. I regard it as a mark of your generosity and as a tribute to the youths 
of our country, but for whose cumulative contribution to our national struggle, we 
would not be where we are today. It is with a sense of fear and trepidation that 
1 mount the tribune which bas hitherto been naoed by the most illustrious sons 
and daughters of our motherland. Conscious as i am of my numerous limitations, 1 
oan only hope and pray that with your sympathy and support I may be able in 
some small measure to do justice to the high office which you have called upon 
lue to fill. 
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A ^ feelings In piftoiog on record onr profound ffrlaf 

gt the detA of Bhitaati Swiroprini Nehru, Sr Jagadish Chandra “^Bose and Dt 
Sarat Chaudra Chatterli. Bhrimati Bwaruprani Nehm was to ns not merel? thA 
worthy consort of Phndit Motilal and the rermd mother of Pandit Jawa&arlal 
Nehm. Her enffering, saorifioe and serrioe in thelfoaose of India’s freedom were snoh 
as any individual oomd feel proud of. As compatriots we mourn her death and onr 
hearte go out in sympathy to Pandit Nehru and other members of the bereaved 

To Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, India will always remain beholden for being the 
first to secure her an honoured place in the modern soientifio world. A nationalist 
to the core of his heart, Sir Jagadish gave his life not merely to Scienoe but to 
India as well. India knows it and is grateful for it We convey onr heartfelt symnathv 
to Lady Bose. ^ 

Throuah the untimely death of Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterji India has lost one of 
the brighl^t stars in her literary firmament. Though his name has been for years an 
household word in Bengal, he is not less known in the literary world of India. But 
if Barat Babu was great as a litterateur, he was perhaps greater as a patriot The 
Congress in Bengal is distinctly poorer to-day because of his death. We send our 
sincerest condolence to the members of his family. 

Before I proceed further I should like to bow my head In homage to the memory 
of those who have laid down their lives in the service of the country since the 
Congress met last year at Faizpur. I should mention especially those who died in 
prison or in internment or soon after release from internment I should refer in 
particular to Byt. Harendra Munshi, a political prisoner in the Dacca Central Jail, who 
laid down his life the other day as a result of a hunger-strike. My feelings are still 
too lacerated to permit me to say much on this subject I shall only ask you if 
there is not ^'something rotten in the state of Denmark” that such bright and 
promising souls as Jatin das, Sardar Mahabir Singh, Bamkrishna Nama Das, Mohit 
Mohan Maitra, Harendra Munshi and others should feel the urge not to live 
life but to end it ? 


When we take a bird’s eye-view of the entire panorama of human history the first 
thing that strikes us is the rise and fall of empires. In the East as well as in the 
West, empires have invariably gone through a process of expansion and after reach- 
ing the zenith of prosperity, have gradually shrunk into insignificance and somotimes 
death. The Bomau Empire of the ancient times and the Turkish and Austro- 
Hungarian empires of the modern period are striking examples of this law. The 
empires in luaia— the Maurya, Gupta and the Moghm empires— are no exception tc 
this rule. In the face of these objective facts of history can any one be so bold as 
to maintain that there is in store a different fate for the British Empire ? That 
Empire stands to-day at one of the cross-roads of history. It will either go the way 
of other empires or it must transform itself into a federation of free nations. Either 
course is open to it The Czarist empire collapsed in 1917 but out oE its debris 
sprang the Union of Soviet Socialist Bepublics. There is still time for Great Britain 
to tab a leaf out of Russian history. Will she do so ? 


SOGIAUSIC AND TEE EmFIBI 

The British Empire is a hybrid phenomenon in politics. It Is a peouffar combina- 
tion of self-government oonntries, partially self-governing dependencies and autocra- 
tically governed colonies. Constitutional devioe and human inmuity may bolster np 
this combination for a while but not for ever. If the internal inoongruities are not 
removed in^good time then quite apart from external pressure, the empire is sure to 
break down under its own straixu But oau the British Empire transform itself 
into a federation of free nations with one bold sweep ? It is for the British people 
to answer this question. One thing, however, is certain. This transformation win 
be possible only if the British people beoome free in their own homes— only if 
Britain becomes a' socialist state. There is an inseparable connection between 
capitalist ruling classes in Great Britain and the colonies abroad. As Leuin pointea 
out long ago, ‘Reaction in Great Britain is strengthened and fed by the enslayemen* 
of a number of nations.” The British aristrocracy and bourgeoisie exist 
beoause there are colonies and overseas dependenoies to exploit. The 
of the latter will undoubtedly strike at the yery existence of the oapiUlist rum 
ciassee in Great Britain and precipitate the establishment of a sooialist regime in^” 
country. It should therefore be clear that a Sooialist order In Great Britam i 
Imposcuble of aohievement without the liquidation of oolonialism and that we 
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Tittneis in area and in population has hitherto been a soiiroe of weakness. It is to- 
da^ a sonrte of strength if we can only stand united and boldly faoe our rulers. 
From the standpoint of Indian unity the first thing to remember is that the division 
between British India and the Indian States is an entirely artificial one. India is one 
and the hopes and aspirations of the people of British India and of the Indian States 
are identical. Onr goal is that of an independent India and in my view that goal can 
be attained only through a federal republic in whioh tho Provinces and the States 
will be willing printers. The Congress has, time and again, offered its sympathy and 
moral support to the movement carried on by the States’ subjects for the establish- 
ment of democratic government in what is known as Indian India. It may bo that 
at this moment our hands are so full that the Congress is not in a position to do 
more for our compatriots in the States. But even to-day there is nothing to prevent 
individual Congressmen from actively espousing the cause of the States’ subjects 
and partioipating in their struggle. There are people in the Congress like myself 
who would like to see the Congress participating more actively^ in the movement of 
the States* subject I personally hope that in the near future it will bo possible for 
the Indian National Congress to take a forward step and offer a helping hand to 
our fellow-fighters in the States. Let us not forget that they need our sympathy 
and our help. 

BiohtsIof Minoritxbs 


Talking of Indian nnity, the next thing that strikes us is the problem of tbe 
minoritiea. The Congress has, from time to time, declared its policy on this question. 
The latest authoritative pronouncement made by the All-India Congress Committee 
at its meeting in Calcutta in October, 1937, runs thus : 


><The Congress has solemnly and repeatedly declared its policy in regard to the 
rights of the minorities in India and has stated that it considers it its duty to 
protect these rights and ensure the widest possible scope for tho development of these 
minoritiea and tineir participation in the fullest measure io the political, economic and 
cttltniid life of the nation. The objective of the Congress is an independent and united 
India where no olase or group or majority or minority may exploit another to its owu 
advantage, and where all the elements in the nation may co-operate together for the 
common good and the advancement of the poople of India. This objective of 
nnity anil mutual oo-operation in a common freedom does not mean fho suppression 
in any way of the rich variety and cultural diversity of ludiaQ life, which have to 
be preserved in order to give freedom and opportunity to the individual as well as 
to each group te develop unhindered aooording to its capacity and inclination. 

*In Itiew, however, of attempts having b^n made to misinterpret the Congress 
policy in this regard, ^e All-India Congress Committee desire to reiterate this 
policy. The Oengren has inoluded in its resolution on Fundamental Rights that 


0) Every citizen of India has the right of free expression of opinion, the right 
of Lee assooiatioa and combination and the right to assemble peacefully and without 
anna, for a purpose not opposed to law or morality. 

(U) Every oitizen shall enjoy freedom of consoienoe and the right freely to profem 
and praotiae his religiott, subject to publio order and morality. 

(ill) The culture, language and script of the minorities and of the different linguis- 
tio areas shall be protected. 

(iv) All oitizens are equal before the law, irrespective of religion, caste, creed 


(v) No disability attaches to any oitizen by reason of his or her] religion, eiste, 
oroM or sez, In regard to publio employment, offioe of power or honour, and ia tbe 
exeroite of any tirade or calling. 

(vi) All oitizens have equfd rights and duties in regard to wells, tanks, roads, 
schools and plaoea of publio resort, maintained out of State, or local funds, or dedicated 
by private persona for the nae of the general publio. 

<vii) The State shall observe neutrality in regard to all religions. 

(viii) The franohise shall be on the basis of universal adult suffrage. 

(iz) Every oitizen ia free to move throughout India and to stay and settle la any 
part thereof, to acouire property and to follow any trade or calling, and to bo treated 
equally with regard to legal prosecution or protection in all parts of India. 

"These olauaes of the FOadamaotal Rights resolution make It clear that tbeie 
•honld be no Interfarenoe in matten of consoience, religion or onltnre, and a minority 
is entitled to koop its pmonal tew without any change in this respeot being imposed 
by the ns^ority. 
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posWon of ^Dgress in rmrd to the oommanal decision hu been rf 

flMlly in the Election Uuifeeto 

■nfa-demMratio and it te a Jwner to Indian freedom and the development of ThHUh 
N evorthoie^_ the ^nnees hu declared that a change in or eopersession of 
the Ooi^nnai Deoision ehould only be bronght abont by the natnral ureement of 
the p^ee oonoemed. The Congress hu always welcomed and is prepared to taka 
advantage of any opportunity to bring abont snoh a rJ<ange by n mbi a' agreement 

“In all matters, afteotinc the minorltiu in India, the Congreu wishu to proceed 
by their oo.-opention and throiuh their goodwill in a oomnNm nniiarfaiting and for 
the realisation of a common aim which >10 the freedom and iwwtaifant of ail the 
people of India. 

Thetiino is opurtune for renewing onr efforts for the Bnal ulntion of this 
problem. I believe 1 am voicing the feelings of all Congressmen when I ny that 
we are eimr to dp pnr very but to arrive at an agreed soTntion, consistent with the 
faodamdatal priDoiples of nationalism. It is anneoessary for me to go into details 
as to the lines on which a solution should take place. Much nseral around has 
already been covered in past oonferenoes and oonversations. I shall mere& add that 
only by emphasising our common interests) economic and political, oan we out 
across communal divisions and dissensions. A policy of live and let live in matters 
religious and an understanding in matters economic and political should be our 
objective. Though the Muslim problem looms large whenever we think of the ques- 
tion of the minorities, and though we are anxious to finally settle this problem, 
I must say that the Congress is equally desirous of doing justice to the other minori- 
ties, and specially the so-called depressed classes whose number is a very large one. 
1 would put it to the members of the minority communities in India to consider dis- 
passionately if they have anything to fear when the Congress programme is put into 
operation. The Congress stands for the political and economio ri^ts of the Indian 
people as a whole, if it succeeds in executing its programme, the minority com- 
munities would be benefited as much as any other section of the Indian population. 
Moreover, if after the capture of political power, national reconstruction tues place 
on Booialistio lines— as I have no doubt it will— it is the *have-nots’* who will benefit 
at the expense of the ^^haves” and the Indian masses have to be olassifiod among the 
^'have-nots”. There remains but one question which may be a source of anxiety to 
the minorities, viz., religion in the aspect of culture that is based on religion. On 
this question, the Congress policy is ouo of live and let live— a policy of oomplete 
non-interference in matters of oonsoienoe, religion and culture as well as cultural 
autonomy for the different linguistic areas. The Muslims have, therefore, nothing to 
fear in the event of India winning her freedom— on the contrary they nave every 
thing to gain. Bo far as the religious and social disabilities of the so-called depressed 
classes are concerned, it is well known that during the last seventeen years the 
Congress has left no stone unturned in the effort to move them, and 1 have no doubt 
that the day is not far off when such disabilities will bo a thing of the past. 

I shall now proceed to consider the method which the Congress should pursue in 
the years to come as well as its role in the national struggle. I believe more than 
ever ^at the method should be ^^satyagraha" or non-violent non-co-operation in the 
widest sense of the term, inoludlng civil disobedience. It would not be correct to 
call onr method passive resistance. **Satyagraha”, as I understand it, is not merely 
passive resistance but active resistance as well, though that activity must be of a 
non-violent character. It is necessary to remind our oounti'ymen that satyagraha or 
non-violent non-co-operation may have to be resorted to again. The aooeptance of 
office in the provinces as an experimental measure should not lead ns to think that 
our future activity is to be confined within the;limits of striot oonstitutionalism. There 
is every possibility that a determind opposition to the forcible inauguration of Federa- 
tion .may land ns In another big campaign of civil disobedience* 

In our struggle for Independence we may adopt either of two alternatives. We 
msy oontinne our fight untfl we have our full freedom and in the meantime deoiine 
to use any power that we may capture while on the maroh. We may, on the other 
. ffo oa oooMUdating onr position whilo wo oontinm our otni^ tw Pnrnn 
Bwinj or nompiste independenoe. From the point of view of prinoiplob both the 
altemativee are equally aooeptable aud a prior oonalderation need Mt worry na. 
Bnt we ahonld oonmder very carefully at every etane as to whioh alternative would 
e more oondnoive to our nationah advanoement In either ease the nltimate atage 
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in our progron will be the eeveranoe of British conneotioD. When that leYera&oe 
takes place and there is no trace left of British domination, we shall be in a posi- 
tion to determine onr fatnre rolations with Great Britain through a treaty of ailianoe 
▼ohmtarily entered into by both parties. What our future reflations with Great 
BHtain will or should be, it is too early to say. That will depend to a large eatent 
on the attitude of the British people themselves. On this point I have been greatly 
impressed by the attitude of the President Do Valera. Like the President of Eire, 
I should also say that we have no enmity towards the British people. We are 
fighting Great ^Britain and we want the fullest liberty to determine our futnre rela- 
tions with her. But onoe we have real self-determination there is no reason why 
we should not enter into the most cordial relations with the British people. 

I am afraid there is a lack of clarity in the minds of many Congressmen as to 
the role of the Congress in the history of our national struggle. I know that there 
are friends who think that after freedom is won, the Congress party, having aohiev^ 
Ste objeoBve should wither away. Snoh a oonoeption is entirely erroneous. The 
party that wins freedom for India should be also the party that will put into effect 
the entire programme of post-war reoonstraotion. Only those who have won power 
oan handle It properly. If other people are pitchforked -into aeata of power which 
they were not responsible for capturing, they will Jaok that strength, confidence and 
idealism which is indispensable for revolntionary reconstrnotion. It is this which 
aooonnts for the differenoo in the record of the Congress and non-Oongreaa minis- 
tries in the wery narrow sphere of provincial aotonomy. 

No, there oan be no question of the Congress Party withering away after polltioal 
freedom is won. On the contrary the party will have to take over power, assume res- 
ponsibility for administration and put through its programme of reconstruotion. Only 
there will it fulfil its role. If it were to forcibly liquidate itself, chaos would follow. 
Looking at post War Europe we find that only In those oountries has there been orderly 
and oontinnoos progtesa where the party which seised power undertook the work of 
reoonstrnction, I know that it will be argued that the oontinuanoe of a party in snoh 
oironmstanoes, standing behind the State, will convert that State into a totalitarian 
lone ; hat I oannot admit the charge. The State will possibly become a totalitarian 
one, if there he only one party as in oountries like Russia. Germany and Italy. But 
there is no reason why other parties should be banned. Moreover, the party itself 
will have a democratlo basis, unlike for iosianoe the Nazi Party, which is bssed on the 
^'Leader Principle". The existenoe of more than one party and the demooratio basis 
of the Congress Party will prevent the future Indian State beoomiog a totalitarian 
one. Further, the demooratio basis of the party will ensure that leaders are not 
throat npon the people from above, but are elected from below. 

Thongh M may be somewhat premature to give a detailed plan of reoonstruotioD, 
we might as well conaider some of the principles according to whioh our fntim 
social reconstruotion should take place. I have no doubt in my mind that our chief 
national problems relating to the eiadioadon of poverty, illiteraoy and diseese and 
to soientifio moduction and distribution oan be effectively tackled only along sooii- 
listio lines. %e very first thing whioh our fatnre national Government will have 
to do would be to set up a commission lor drawing up a oompreheusive plan of 
reooostiaoBon. The plan will have two parts— an immediate programme and a long 
period prograaoe. In drawing up the first part the immediate objeottvas which will 
nave to be Aept in view will be three-fold— firstly, to prepare the country for self- 
aaorifiee; seoeDdly, to unify India and tbirdlyi to give scope *for looal and eultural 
autonomy. The second and third oineotives may appear to be oontradiotory hut they 
are not reallc jo whatever political talent or genius we mav possess as a people will 
have to be used in reoonoiling these two obieotivee. We riiall have munify toe 
oountry eo that we may he able to hold India againat any foreign invasion, 
unifying the oountry throogh a atrong Oentml Oovemment Wa shall have to put ail toe 
mlnorHy eommunitlea aa well as the provinoee st their usse by allowing them s Isrgs 
msanve of autonomy in mdtnral as wall as Govemmeatsl sffaiis. fiipadal aftorto wui 
he n ee d ed to keep our people together when the load of tofisigu dondnatioo 
le m eviM beoanse alien rule has demorriiaed and dioorgnaleid ae to n dagroe. To 
premole nationel nni^ we ehsU have to devalop onr lingon fnnoa and n eomos 
aoript farther, wiUi the heie of auoh modern eoientifio oontriveneei ee 
telMilMone, radio fitam, teievfiwu oto, wo shall hava to bring the dUbreat iia^ of 
laSaekiaa to oao naote and lluMiugh a common oduoatioanl polioy wo shall hats 
to fooler a oomamn spirit mnoog liie entire pojmlatlon. ^ 

8o te Oi our llagna Inmls oooooraedy fam Inclined to think that the disttaotoNi 



-SI m. *9B) THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 8A1 

Hindi nod Urda te aq artifioial one. ^ The most natural lingaa franoa would 
^ * SSfetS** - ■ ^*1® ** ** spoken in daily life in large portions of the oona- 

tiy a^tow oOlnmoQ Iragoage may be written in either of the two sorlpts, Nagari 
or Ufdn. I am awm that there are people in India who strongly favoi^r eithor of 
the two sonpti to the ezolimion of the other. Our policy, however, shbald hot bo 
one of ^ fthOlosioh. We should allow the fullest latitude to use either script. At tho 
same tm, 1 am inclin^ to think that the ultimate solution and the ^t solution 
w4Mi1d bo the adoption of a soript that would bring us into line with the rest of tho 
world. Pel haps, some of our oonntrymen will gape .with horror when they hoar of 
the adoption ot the Roman script, out I would beg them to oonsider this problem 
from the aeientifie and hiatorioal point of view. If we do that, we shall rehlise 
once that there is nothing ssorosanot in a soript. The Nagari script, as we know it 
to-dsy, has pass^ through several phases of evolution. Besides, most of the major 
provinces of India have their own soript and there is the Urdu, script which is used 
largely hy the Urdu-apeaking public iu India and by both Muslims and Hindus 
In provinces tike the Punjab and Sind. In view of such diversity, the ohoiue of a 
uniform script for the whole of India should be made in a thoroughly soientiEo and 
iamartial spirit, free from -bias of every kind. I confess that there was s time when I 
im thst it would be anti-national to adopt a foreign script But my visit to Turkey 
io 1B84 was responsible for converting me. I then realised for the first time wh.at 
a graat advanta^ it was to have the same soript as the rest of the world. So far 
as ow jnamea are oonoerned, since more than 90 per cent are illiterate and are not 
familiar with any soript, it will not matter to them which soript we iotrodnoe when 
they are eduoatod. The Roman script will, moreover, facilitate their learning a 
European langnage. I am quite aware how unpopular the immediate adoption of the 
Roman soript would be in our country. Nevertheless I would beg my countrymen to 
ooneider what would be the wisest aolution in the long run. 


With regard to the long-period programme for a free India, the first problein to 
tackle is that of increasing popnlatlon. I do not desire to go into the theoretical 
queaSon as to whether India is over- populated or not. I simply want to point out 
thst where poverty, starvation and disease are stalking the laud, we oannot afford to 
have our population mounting up by thirty millions during a single decade. If the 
populstion goes up by leaps and bounds, as it has done in the reoeut past, our plana 
are likely to fall through. It will therefore be desirable to restrict our pc^uUtion 
until wo are able to md, clothe and educate those who already exist It is not 
necessary at this stage to prescribe the methods that should^ be adopted to prevent a 
further increase in population. But I would urge that public attention be drawn to 
this question. 


Regarding reoonstrnotion, our priuoipal problem will be how to eradioate poverty 
from our country. That will require a radical reform of our land 
system iooluding the abolition of landlordism. Agrioultural indebtedness wuJ 
have to be liquidi^ and provision made for cheap credit for the rnm 
population. An ezteosioo of the oo-operative movement wUl be ueoesaary for me 
neoeftt of both produoers and ooosumers. Agrioulture will have to be put on a 
seientifio basis with a view to increasing the yield from the land. Tn aoWe the 
eoonomto problem, agricultural improvement will not be enough. A oomprehenaivo 
soheme of fnduatrial development under state-ownership and state-oontrol will m 
indispensable. A new industrial system will have to be built up in place of the 
old one whioh has oollapsed as a result of mass produotion abroad and idien rule 
at home. The planning oommission will have to oooaider oarefally and decide whioh 
of the hooie industrim oould be revived despite the oonipctition of modern faoton^ 
and in whioh sphere, large aoale production ahonld be encouraged. , HeweveR 
wo may dislike modern industrialiam and oondemn the evils whioh fpllow in its 
^ oannot go back to the pre-induatriid eras, evon H ^ ^ 

tbereforo that wo ahouid reconcile ourselveB to indoatnaJiaation wd dovte 
to mioimiao its evils end at the same Ume explore the posaibilitiea of revivmg 
cotti^e iXatrlea wh!?retter/ii a possibility ^ol tb&r •nrvivfng the inevitable oom- 
peuSn of faotorioa. In a oountry like Wm. ^e will be ptonty of rtm In; 
oottM ioduatriea, eapooiallj in ttie oaae of induatrlea inolndtog handa^huang apA 
wearag dltod to agrioaltnre. 

Last bat not leaat, the 8Uto on the edvioe of n ptonnieg oommMon, wW heye 
to adopt e oomproheneivo scheme for grednellj eomlialiiff bur mprlmumel 
wA .indeetriel. ejetom in both the .epherea of proAttoRM and appiopiietlaa. 
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capital will have to be procured for this, whether through iuterual or eiterual loaoi, 
or through iDflations, 

Oppowng or resisting the provinoial part of the oonstitutiou will be hardly possible 
now, since the Congress Party has accepted office in seven out of eleven provinoes. 
Ail that could be done would be to strengthen and consolidate the Congress as a 
result of it. I am one of those who were not in favour of taking office— not because 
there was something inherently wrong in doing so, not because no good could come 
out of that policy, but becauso it was apprehended that the evil effects of office- 
acceptance would out-weigh the good. To-day I can only hope that my forebodings 
were unfounded. 

How can we strengthen and consolidate the Congress while our Biioisters are in 
office ? The first thing to do is to change the composition and character of the 
bureaucracy. If ^is is not done the Congress party may come to grief. In every 
country, the Ministers come and go, but the steel frame of the permanent service 
remains. If that is not altered in composition and character, the Governmental 
party and its cabinet are likely to prove ineffective in putting their principles into 
practice. This is what happened in the case of the Social Democratic party in post- 
war Germany and perhaps in the case of the Labour party in Great Britain in 1924 
and 1929. It is the permanent services who really rule in every country. In India 
they have been created by the British and in the higher ranks they are largely 
British in composition. Their outlook and mentality is in most oases neither Indian 
nor national. A national policy cannot be executed until the permanent servioes 
become national in outlook and mentality. The difficulty, of course, will be that the 
higher ranks of the permanent services being under the statute, directly under the 
Secretary of State for India and not under the Provinoial Governments, it will not 
be easy to alter their composition. 

Secondly, the Congress Ministers in the different Provinces should, while they 
are in office, introduce schemes of reconstruction in the spheres of education, health, 
prohibition, prison reform, irrigation, industry, land-reform, workers* welfare, etc. 
In this matter, attempts should be made to have, as far; as possible, a uniform policy 
for the whole of Indm. This* uniformity could be brought about in either of two 
ways. The Congress Ministers in the different provinces could themselves come 
together — as the Labour Ministers did in October 1937 in Calcutta— -and draw 
up a uniform programme. Over and above this, this Congross Working Committee, 
which is the supreme executive of the Congress, could lend a helping hand by giving 
directions to the different departments of the Congress-controlled Provincial Govern- 
ments in the light of such auvioe as it may get from its own experts. This will 
mean that the members of the Congress Working Committee should bo oonversont 
with the problems that oome within the purview of the Congress Governments in 
the Provinces. It is not intended that they should go into the detoils of administra- 
tion. All that is needed is that they should have a general understanding of the 


respect the Congress Working Committee could do much more than it haa * hitherto 
done and unless it does so I do not see how that body can keep an effedtive control 
over the different Congress Ministries. 

At this stage, I should like to say something more about the role of the Congress 
Working Committee. This Committee in my Judgment, is not merely the directing 
brain of t^ national army of fighters for freedom. It is also the s^ow of the 
Obinrt of ao independent India and it ehould function nooordingW. Wie to 
anlnTention of my own. It ie the role which haa been aseienod to similar bedtoe 
in other ooontries uat have fought for their national emaneipation. I am 
who think in terms of a free India— who eieoalise a national Ooeernment in thto 
oonntrr with!* the brief span of our own life. It is oonseqaoBtly natnral for ni to 
urwttaTto Working Committee should f eel and “ ‘•‘8 

a free India. Thle is what President de Valera’s Itopabliesn ^ 

it was.iightioa the British Gewjmsent_^^ on the .ran. And this tojjrt the 


it was iightiog the BriBsn Oownmeni; wa w» on me run. ioa 
enentiTO of flio Wafd Party in Bgypt did before It got into oBoe. The mem bers « 
tSwmJiM Oommirtes, whUe oarrying on their *jr to day work, ahimld, 
i^Iy/S^y thaproUematbey wUiImto to taokla in the erent of their oaptaitsg 

^ 11^ Im^wtaat tiisn the oosstioa of the proper vorkina of 

meats it the immodiata protto of how to oppose the latogaratioB of tto we^ 

pert of the OffM***"**— OeagteeB attitude toirards the propoe^ Fedeni eohem® 
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has ^ clwrly stoted in the resolution aoopM by the Working Committee tt 
Wstdbe on F^ruary 4, 193^ which will be placed before this Oongreaa after tiie 
Sabjeota Committee has considered it That resolntion says : 

•The Confess has rejected the now constitution and declared that a constitution 
for India which can be accepted by the people must be based on independenoo and 
can only be framed by the people themselves by means of a Constituent Assembly 
without the interference by any foreign authority. Adhering to this policy of rejec- 
tion, the Congress has, however, permitted the formation in the Provraces of Congress 
Ministries with a view to strengthening the nation Us struggle forUndependenoe. In 
regard to the proposed Federation, no such oonsiderraion applies even provisionally 
or for a period, and the imposition of this Federation will do grave injuries to India 
and tighten the bonds which hold her under the subjection of an imperialist domina- 
tion. This scheme of Federation excludes from the sphere of responsibility the vital 
functions of a Government. 

•This Congress is not opposed to the idea of federation, but a real federation must, 
even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of free units, enjoying more 
or less the same measure of freedom and civil liberty and representation oy a demo- 
cratic process of election. Indian States participating in the Federation should approxi- 
mate to the provinces in the establishment of representative institutions, responsible 
Government, civil liberties and the method of election to the Federal House. Other- 
wise Federation, as it is now contemplated, will instead of building Indian nnitv, en- 
courage separatist tendencies and involve the State in internal and external oondiot. 

•The Congress, therefore, roitorats its condemnation of the proposed scheme 
and calls upon Provincial and local Congress Committees and the people generally as 
well as Provincial Governments and Ministries, to prevent its inauguration. 

•In the event of an attempt being made to impose it, despite the declared will of 
the people, such an attempt must be combated in every way and the provincial gov- 
ernments and ministries must refuse to co-operate with it 

•In case such a contingency arises the A. I. C. C. is authorised and directed to 
determine the line of action to be pursued in this regard.” 

1 should like to add some more arguments to explain our attitude of uncompromis- 
ing hostility towards the proposed F^eration. One of the most objectionable feature 
of the Federal scheme relates to the commerial and financial safeguards in the new 
Constitution. Not only will the people continue to be deprived of auy power over 
defence or foreign policy, but the major portiou of the expenditure will also be 
entirely out of popular control. According to the bndget of the Central Government 
for the year 1J37-38, the Army expenditure comes to 44.31 crores of rupeea (£33;I6 
millions) out of a total expenditure of 77,90 crores of rupees (£ 5^3 millions) — 
that is, roughly 57 per cent of the total expenditure of the Central Qoverumeut. It 
appears that the reserved side of the Federal Government which will be controlled 
by the Governor -General, will handle about 80 per cent of the Federal expenditure. 
Moreover, bodies like the Reserve Bank and the Federal Railway authority are 
already created or will be created which will work as imperium in imptrio- 

uncontrolled by a Federal legislature. The legislature will be deprived of 
the powers It possesses at present to direct and influence railway poliov and it will 
not have any voice in determining the currency and exchange, policy of the country 
which has a vital bearing on its economic development. 

The fact that the external affairs will be a reserved subject under the Federal 
Government will prejudicially affect the freedom of the Indian Legistatura to eon- 
clnde trade agreements and will seriously restrict, in effect, fiscal autonomy. The 
Federal Government will not be under any constitutional obtigatlou to place such 
trade agreements before the legislature for their ratification^ Even as they deolioe 
at preunt, to give an undertaking to place the Indo-Britiah Trade Agreement before 
the Indian Legislative Assembly, ^the so-called Fiscal Autonomy Gonve^pn will 
have DO mea^g unless stipnlaM that no trade agreement on behalf of ladia ihall 
be signed by any party without its ratifioatiou by the lodian legialatura. In thib 
QonnMtion, 1 shonld like to state that I am definitely of opinion, that India shonld 
wter into bilntoMi twde ogfoomonto with wontrlM iito Oormuy, QnwlMMtoln, 
Italy and the United States of Amenoa with whom she has had close tcade-relationa 
in &e oast But under the new oonstltntion, it will not be within the power of the 
iederai i^latnre ta foice the Fbderal Government to enter into ancA bilateral trade 

*^^‘Sm1iiSqiiitoua and ineqnitable oommeroial safegaards embodied in the Act will 
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lAake it imponiUe lor niiqr efSeocive maasaroB to be adospteU ia eirdar to proteot and 
promoto lodtaa aatioaal ladastries, espeoietly where tb<^ mtebt, as they oftm do, 
cooflict with British oommeroial or iodtutrisl inter^Mts. Im additioB to the OoeeraoN 
General’s Special Sespossibility to sea that provision.^ with vreisard to disorimimitiBii 
as hrid down ia the Aot, are duly carried oat, it is also his .duty te pieteat tmi 
action which would aabjeot .Britieh goods imported into India to^aoj Itiad of disonl- 
ninatort or penal Irantaeift. A oateful study of these stringent sod wide provi- 
sions will show that India can ad^t no tteaaurea aftaiost British 'nampetition which 
the Ooveraor-Generil oannot, in elioot, stultify or veto whether in ;ih§ Jafdslative or 
in the administrative npliero. 'It is, of coarse, prepoatereits to poiniit foreigaera la 
this oonatry to oempeto with the iiatioosis on equal tenna and itfiere oaa ^ no 
genuine Swaraj if India ia to be dauied the power to devise .and satet a national 
eoonomio policy inolodieg tho right, if her interests so rewire, d atfferentiating 
between nstionals and noi^astkmala. In a faBM>a8 artiolo in Young India noder the 
caption '*The Giant And The Dwarf’ written soon after the oonclaaioti gi the Oandhi- 
Irwin Foot in 1931 Mahatma Qandfai declared plainly that ta(k nl no diaorimi- 
nation between Indian iotareau and Bngliah nr European is te puruetnate indiia 
hetotoge. What is eqnaiity nf rights between a giant and a dwarf T’ Sven the 
maggre powers enjoyed by tho Central Legislatare at present to enact a msaanro 
like the reservation of the Indian coastal trade for ledian-owaad and Indian-maiiaged 
vesseila has been taken sway under the so-oalled reiormed oonstitution. pipping is 
a vital industiy which is esaeottai icr defensive as well as for economio pnrposes, 
hat all tlie accepted and legitimate methods of developing this key iadnstry inelnd- 
iag those adopted even 1^ several British donrimens, are heaoetorth rendered 
impnasible lor India. To jnstifsr snob iimUations oo ear sovereignty on ithe 
of ^ieciprooity” and '^partneranip” is literally to add lasalt to injury. The right of 
the fntare Indian Parliament to differentiate er discriminate between nationals anonon- 
natiomda whenever Indian interests require it, shonld remain intact and this right we 
cannot aaorifioa on any aooonnt I would, ia this oonaectioa, cite the Irish psrafieL 
The Irish Nationality and Oitiseoshlp in connection with no eleotoral system, entry 
Into pnblio life, aerohant shipplag law, alroraft » well as io oonoection with special 
privileges whioh It Is tbnawt proper to reserve for Iririi nationals, such as, for 
exassple, timse oonforred tbrongh measures lor assisting frisli indnstry. Irish 
oltiasBihip, In ether words. Is distinct from British, which cannot claim canal right 
la the State of Sire (or Irelaad) on the basis of British citisenshsp winch is not 
reoognised there. 1 tod that India most similarly seek to develop her own dietioot 
nationality and estshlish a oitisenship of her own. 

’'^ile on the question of fisosl sntonomy and oommeroial eafegmuds I might 
refer brieAy to the need of an active foreign trade policy for India, iadla'a foraiga 
trade should be viewed net in a hapbasard or a piecemeal manner as is often done 
in order to provide some imnsadiate or temporary beaeOts to British iadnstry hat in 
a oomprehsoaivs manner so as to oo-ordinats India’s economio development with its 
export trade on tho one band and its external obligation on the other. The very 
natmre of India’s export trade mahas It oasential that it ahall not have any rastrie- 
tive sgreemont with Sagland snob as would jeopardise its trade with the varioes 
nno^Simpira countries which have^^been in sevwnl /aspects its best oustomera 
anch as wonkl tend to weakaa India'g ba!|ndiiiiig power wUni-pis other oonntriei.' 
It is nafortanate that the protraotod negoDatioos for an lado-Mtiah trade agree- 
ment, are still prooeeding, while the Ottawa Aareemeat even after the espii^ 
ki notioe period and deapito tbs dsoision of the Legislative Assemhly to tor min ato 
it, still oontinnes, and along with the differential duties on British*steel and textiles 
the sold Oitowa AgraesMuf asonres the prevailing advantigtou ^or British industriss. 
Thors is no doii|to that under the existing poiitioal oonditioos. any trade agieomaat 
bsi^son SaidM and India Is bonnd to bo of an nneqiisl oharaotar heoaaas oar 
nrsaaol poEmoal relatiooship would wafo^ the aoales heavily in fsvonr of.Baghuid. 
Shore is else no donbt that the British piefarontiat system is politiosi in. crigia 
and hnloro nto permit non-Indian vostod intoratla to be ootahKohed or oonaodblated 
in tide oountry under the aholtor M a trade ngreensent, wn ebonld he oarefnl’ ns to 
Hi pelitieil repmenaaien and eoonom i e eo n ss na e no s s . 1 trust that the praasat 
Iado%Hiak trade nogotiatioan will not helSUid to Impede the ooeolnsioe of 
hilatoral trade agrawMito wHh other eonatiioe whenoonr possible and that no noh 
gmeiM|^|^^aignod hy tho Oovsmmoat of ladto nalom it HisatiM by the 

ftomlSotito^ It wOl hn qplto eisnr that thorn is no analogy hotwoen tho 
of the propseod minMnie end thoee of the proposed Videral i 
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MoreoTO. thfl eompositioa of the FfUoral Legiolatare is reMSonorr to • dogree. 
The tim pp|)ttlstio» of the Indian States is roughly M per eeat ef 
whole pit Neeer&oless, ^e Rtrlors of the States, and ie>t their 'enUeotSb heve 

been S^jen 38 wt ^nt of the seats in the Lower House and 40 nor oentin the 
Up|Mff fi[ou$6 01 th 0 Fddoral liBgislature. In thdSB oircuizistaQo6A« Uiofo is no possi* 
bilfty^ in my rainioa, of the Congress alCaring its attitude towards the Federal s&eme 
at any time. On our success in resisthig the imposition of Federation •by tihe British 
Gorernmeot will depend our immediate political future. We have to Wht 'SMeni- 
tihn by all legitimate and peaceful means—uot merel^ aloug oonstitattonaT lines— end 
in the last resort, we may have to resort to mass civil disobedienos which is (he 
ultimate sanction we have in our bauds. Inhere can L* little doubt that m the event 
of such a campaign being started in f utnre, the movement will not be ^confined to 
British India bnt will spread among the States' subjects. 

To put op an effective fight in the near future, it is necessary to pat 'Onr own 
house in order. The awakening among our ^ masses daring the last lew ycears has 
been so tremendous that new problems have arisen conoerning our party ergaai8ation« 
Meetings attended by fifty thousand men and women are an usual ooonrrenoe noW'^a* 
days. It is^ sometimes found that to control Bach meetings and demonstrationB, our 
machinery is not adequate. Apart from these passing demonstrations, there is the 
bigger problem of mobilising this phenomenal mass energy and enthusiaam and 
dirooting them along proper lines. But have we got a well-disciplined volonteer 
corps for this purpose ? Have we got a cadre of effieeis for our national service ? 
Do we provide any training for our budding leaders for our promisi^ yeanjg 
workers ? The answers to these i^aestions are too patent to need elaboration. Vfi 
have not yet provided all these requirements of a modern political party, but it to 
high time that we did. A disciplined volunteer corps manoM by trained officers to 
exceedingly necessary. Moreover, education and training shonld be provided for ear 
political workers so that we may produce a better type of leaders in fature. This 
sort of training is provided by political parties in Britain through summer schools 
and other institations— and is a speciality in totalitarian States. With all respect to 
our workers who have played a glorious part in our struggle, 1 must confess that 
there is room for more talent in our party. This defeot can be made up partly by 
reoruitiog promising young men for the Congress and partly by providing eduoatkio 
and training for those whom we already have. Everybody moat have observed how 
some European countries have been dealing with this problem. ^Dioii^ our ideals 
and methoas of training will be quite different from theirs, it. will be admitted on 
all hands that a thorough soientifio training is s vennisite for onr workera. Further 
an institution like the Labour Service Oorp of fifasis deserves oarsful BtH4y sad, 
with suitable modifioation, may prove beneficial to India. 

While dealing with the question of enforcing discipline within our owa 
we have to consider a problem which has been causing worry imd embarrassment w 
many of ns. I am referring to organisations -like the Trade Union Oonness and the 
Eisan Sabhas and their relations with the Indian National Oongress. There are two 
opposing schools of thought on this question— those who condemn any organisations 
that are outside the Congress and those who advocate them. My own view to that 
we cannot abolish anoh organisations by Ignorini^ or oqademniog them. They exist 
as oMeotive facts and since they have oome into ofxiatenoe and show no signs of 
liquiMing themselves, it should be manifest that there to an historloal neoesutj 
b^ind them. Moreover, suoh organisificiis are to be found in other oountries. £ am 
afraid whether we like it or hot, we have to reconoile ourselves to th^ exi^ 
tenoe. The only qmtioa is how the Congress shonid treat theai. ObTHmslyBaoh 
organisations shotud not appear aa a challenge to the ClongrM which is 

the organ of mass struggle for oaptaring political power, ^ey shoaki, werefore, be 
inspired by Congress ideals and methods and work in close co-operation with the 
Congress. To ensnre this, Congress workers should in large numbers narticipate in 
trade union and peasant organisaHons. From my own expenonoe of trade aaioii 
work I feel that this could easily be done without landing oneself in ooiffiiot or 
inoonsistenoy. Co-operation between the Oongress and the other two orgamsationa 
would be facilitated if the latter deal primarily with the economic gnevances of the 
workers and the peasants and treat the Oongrera aa a oomnmn platform for aU those 
who strive for the polidoal emancipation of their country. 

This brings us to the vexed problems of the ooHeotive affiliation of workers’ and 
poosants* oigonisations to the Congress. Personally, I hold the view that the day 
will oome Men we shall have to grant this affiliation In order to bring all progre- 
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ssive and anti-imperialist organisations under the inflaenoe and control of the Oon* 
greaa. There will, of oonrse, be difference of opinion aa to the manner and the 
extent to wbioh this affiliation shoald be given and the oharaoter and stability of 
SQoh ormisatioDS will have to be examined before affiliation could be agreed to. 
In Russia, the United Front of the Soviets of workers, peasants and soldiers played 
a dominant part in the October Revolution— but, on the contrary, in Great Brimin 
we find that the British Trades Union Congress exerts a moderating influenob on the 
National Executive of the Labour Party. In India we shall have to consider care- 
fully what sort of inflaenoe organisations like the Trade Union Congress and the 
Eisan Sabhas* will exert on the Indian National Congress in the event of affiliation 
being granted and we should not forget that there is the possibility that the former 
may not have a radical outlook if their immediate economic grievances are not 
involved. In any case, quite apart from the question of collective affiliation, there 
shoald be the closest co-operation between the National Congress and other anti- 
imperialist organisations and this object would be facilitated by the latter adopting 
the principles and methods of the former. 

There has been a great deal of controversy over the question of forming a party, 
like the Congress Socialist Party, within the Congress. I hold no brief for the 
Congress Socialist Party and I am not a member of it. Nevertheless, I must say 
that I have been in agreement with its general principles and policy from the very 
beginning. In the first place, it is desirable for the Leftist elements to be consoli- 
dated into one party. Secondly, a Leftist bloc can have a raison d’etre only if it is 
Socialist in character. There are friends who object to such a bloc being called a 
party, but to my mind it is quite immaterial whether you call that bloc a group, 
a lea^e or a party. Within the limits prescribed by the constitution of the Indian 
National Congress it is quite ‘^possible for the Leftist bloc to have a Socialist pro- 

g ramme, in which case it can be very well called a group, a league or a party. But 
ie role of the Congress Socialist Party, or any other party of the same sort, should 
be that of the Left-wing group. Socialism is not the immediate problem for us— 
nevertheless, Socialist propaganda is necessary to prepare the country for Socialism 
when political freedom has been won. And that propaganda can be conducted only 
by a party like the Congress Socialist Party, which stands for and believes in 
Socialism. 

There is one problem in which I have been taking a deep personal interest for 
some years and in conneotion with which I should like to make my submission— I 
mean the question of a foreign policy for India and of developing international con- 
tacts. I attach great importance to this work because I believe that iu the years to 
come, international developme.nts will favour our struggle in India. Bat we must 
have a correct appreciation of the world situation at every stage and shoald know 
how to take advantage of it. The lesson of Egypt stands before us as an example. 
Egypt won her treaty of alliance with Great Britain without firing a shot, simply 
because she knew how to take advantage of the Anglo-Italian tension in the Medi- 
terranean. 

In conneotion with our foreign policy, the first suggestion that I have to make is 
that we shoald not be influenced by the international politics of any country or the 
form of its state. We shall find in every country, men and women who will sym- 
pathise with Indian freedom, no matter what their own political views may he. In this 
matter I should take a leaf out of Soviet diplomacy. Though Soviet Russia is a Com- 
munist State, her diplomats have not hesitatea to make alliances with non-Socialist States 
and have not declined sympathy or support coming from any quarter. We should there- 
fore aim at developing a nncleus of men and women in every country who would 
feel sympathatifi towards India. To create and develop such a nucleus, propai^anda 
through the foreign press, through Indian-made films and through art exhibitions 
would be heJpful. The Chinese^ for example, have made themselves exceedingly popu- 
lar in Europe through their art exhibitlous. Above all, personal oontacts are nece- 
ssary. Witnout Buon personal oontaots, it would be difficult to make India popular 
in other oountries. Indian students abroad could also help in this work, provided we 
in India look to their needs and requirements. There should be closer contact 
between Indian students lAroad and the Indian National Congress at home. If we 
could send oat onltnral aad educational films made in India, I am sure that India 
and her onlture woold become known and appreciated by people abroad. Such films 
would prove exceedingly nsefnl to Indian students and Indian residents in other 
oountries, who, at present, are Wn our non-offioial ambassadors. 
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I do not like Ae word propagindi-thore It an ilr of fidalty dbooft it fiat 1 
insist that we should n^e India and her onltore known to (he world. 1 ear this 
because I am aware that such efforts will he welMm^ In oforr odunlrT la imme 
and America. If we go ahead with this work, we shall bo preparing m basSimr 
our future embassies and legations in different lands. We inoudiiot neeleet Gfiat 
Britain either. We have even in that oonn^ a man but Inlhiential am el men 
and women who are genuinely sympathetio towards Indian tnAMm; tim 

rising generation, and sndents in particular, interist in and sympathy Iwrinma la 
rapidly on the increase. One has only to visit the -<uiiversl(i« m Qreat Britaia to 
realise that. 

To carry on this work effectively, the Indian National Gongreea should have ffa 
trusted agents in Europe, Asia, Africa and in NortL OenM and South America. 
It is a pity that we have so far neglected Central a^ South America where there 
is profound interest in India. The Congress shonld be assisted in ^is work of 
devdoping international contacts by oultuxal organisations in India, working in the 
field 01 international culture and by the Indian Chambers of Oommeroe working in 


is a very useful and healthy form of propi^da for India. 


While talking of international contacts, I should remove a miegi'ring which 
may be present in some minds. Developing international •contaota noes not 
mean intriguing against the Britiah Government. We do not meed ga^in for 
such intrigue and all our methods should be above board. The mropafpoMia that 
goes on against India all over the world ia to the effect that India la an undviliaed 
country and it is inferred therefrom tibat the British are needed in Older to 
oivilise ns. As a reply, we have only to let tiie world Inow what vre ase and 
w^t our ouliure is like. If we oau do that, we shail create anoh a volnme 
of international sympathy in our favour that India’s oasa will become irresiatible 
before the bar of world opinion. 

I should not forget to refer to the problems, the diifionkies and the trials wNCh 
ftoe our oountrymen in different parts of Asia and Africa— notably in Zanilbar, 
Kenya, South Africa, Malaya, and Ceylon. The Cosgrees has always taken te 
keenest interest in their sfibire and will oonlinua to do so ia f ntnre. If we have 
not been able to do more for them, it is only because we are Btill riaves at 
home. A free India will be a healttiy and potent factor ia worM-politiQB and will 
be able to look after the interests of its nationals abroad. 

I must, in this oonneetioii, stress tha desirability and neoessity of devcfopfug 
closer cultural relations with our Ineighhours— viz., Persia, Af^aaistaiL WepiL 
China, Burma, Siam, Malaya States, Bast Indies and Ceylon. It would be 
for both parties if they knew more of us and wo knew more of them. With 
Burma and Ceylon, in partioalar, we should have the most intimate oultnni 
interoourae. In view of our age-long ocmtacts. 

Friends, I am sorry I have taken more of your time than I had intsnded at 
first, but I am now nearing the end of my address. There is ime other ratter— 
the burning topio of the day— to whioh I ahonld iiow draw your atteuticn— the 
question of the •release of de&nna and politioal priaoners. The recent hunnr- 
strikes have brought this question to the forefront and have foousaed pnblio 
attention on it. I believe that I am voicing the feetings of at least the ^ and 
file of the Congress when I say that everything humanly possible ehonld be done 
to expedite release. So far as uie Congress Ministries are oonoemed, it would be 
well to note that the record of some of them has uot oome up to public ezpeotafkm. 
The sooner they satisfy the publio demand, the better it will be for the Oongross 
and for the people who are suffering in Provinces ruled by mon-Oongress Minismes. 
It is not necessary for me to labour this point and I fervently hope that in the 
immediate future, the public will have nothing to complain so far as the record 
of the Congress Ministries on this point is concerned. ^ ^ ^ 

It is not only the detenus and political pnsoners in jail and detention who 
have their tale of woe The lot of those who have been released is sometimes 
no better. They often return home in shattered health, victim of fell diseases 
like tuberculosis. Grim starvation stares them in the face and they are 
greeted, not with the smiles but with the tears of their near and dear ones, 
luve we no duty to those who have given of their best in the service of their 
country and ^ve received nothing hue poverty and sorrow in return ? Let 
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M tlMnfMeNDd ov heirtfelt ijnpiih; to til thoH who hive loSend for 
thi crime of loving their wmj utf let us ill oontribute ou hunUe ndta 
towtrdi the lUeviiiion of their miser j. 

Friends, one word moreind I hive done. ¥e are faoed with i serious 
situation to^iy. Inside the Oongrees, there ire differeoees between the Bight 
and the Left wbioh it wonld be futile to ignore. Ootside, there is the 
ohallengs of British Imperialism whioh we ate oniled npon to floe. Whet 
shall we do ip this orisis ? Need I sij that we have to stand fonr>sqnare egaingt 
all the storms that maybeeet oar pith and impervions to all the designs that 
onr miers itay empio; ? The Congress to<dav is the one snpreme organ of man 
straggle. It maj have ita Right'bloo and its Left-bat it is the oommon platform 
for all Anti'Imperialist oiganiaatiens striving for Indian emancipation. Let ns 
titerefore rally the whole ooantry onder the banner of the Indian National 
Oongrees. I wonld appeal specially to the Leftist group in the oonntry to 
pooiall their strengtii and their resonroes for deoooratieinp the Congress and re* 
organising it on the broadest anti-imperialist basis. In making this appeal, I un 
gi^y eneonraged by the attitude of the leader of the British Commanist Party 
whoee ^nd Mlioy with regard to India seems to me to be in keeping with that 
of the Indian National Congress. 

In oonoinsioo, I shall voice yoor feelings by saying that all India fervently hopes 
and prays that Mahatma Oandhi may be spared to onr nation for many, many years 
to come. India cannot afford to lose him and certainly not at this hour. We need 
him to keep oar straggle free from bitterness and hatred. We need him for the 
cause of Indian Independence. What is more-we need him for the oaose of huma- 
nity. Oars is a struggle not only against British Imperialism as well, of whioh the 
former is the key-stone. We are therefore fighting not for the oaose of India alone, 
hat of hnmanity as well. India freed means hamanity saved. Bands Matanm I 
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February— Deeembsr 1938 

( Specially Contributed ) 

Bihar Controversy 

Daring the whole of 1938' the Kisan BCovement has made great progress. The 
Bihar Kisan oontroversy over the right of Kisans to hot«l their Danda threatened to 
bring to a head the relations of Kisan Bahha with the National Congress bat for- 
tanately^ wise coun^ls prevailed on both sides and the Haripnra Congress contented 
itself with recognising the right of K'sans to organise themselves into their own 
Kisan 6abhi» bat warning Congressm^^n ^ against oountenancing any propaganda 
calculated to raoite anyone to violence. 'Daring that oontroversy, Swami Sahajaoanda 
Baraswati, the Bihar Kisan leader insisted that he had always preached the cult of 
danda for Kisans as a means of self-defence and he was surprised why the Con- 
gress Government should take any special exception to it and Kisans would be 
entitled, even according to the interpretation put by Mahatneta Gmdhi on noorviolenoe, 
to nso the danda in defenoo of their homes and women. Com. Jaiprakash Narain 
replied to the resolution of the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee by saying that 
if Congress authorities were to be so unwiso as to take disciplinary action on Cba- 
gressmen for their Kisan activities, sneh Congress-Kisan Saobaites would have to 
part Company with the Congress lust as Lokmanya Tilak had to in times past The 
*^IIarijaa’\ the organ of Mahatmajee, took exception to Swaraijee^s interpretation of 
Mahatma’s idea of non-violence and strongly denounced the cult of Danda, But 
Prof. Kanga, the President of the A. L K. G., replied by saying that Indian Kisans 
oould not be asked to give up this traditional danda which is as neoessary and 
sacred to them as the^ Kirpan is for the Sikhs. Taking advantage of this oontro- 
versy the Anglo-Indian press tried in vain to incite Congress to fight Kisan Bahhas. 

Haripura A. 1. K. C. 

At the time of the Congress session, a meeting of the A. I. K. G. met under the 
presidentship of Prof. Ranga« Resolutions, reiterating the unequivocal opposition of 
peasants to the Federal Scheme, deploring the failure of most of the Provincial 
Governments to. declare moratorium or to reduce the land revgouB burdens or to 
free Kisans from, the vicious clutches of landlords wore passed. By another resolu- 
tion, the StatesV Kisans were exhorted to organise themselves into their Kisan Sabhas 

Kisan Schools 

The Andhra. Peasants Institute had its Summer session this year at Madana^alle 
during Mav and June. Thei-e were 75 students and an intensive training was given 
to Kisan YowHis in tho method of organising Kisans’. Even old men, on the wrong 
side of seventy, came as students. The Socialist Schools of Mantcvavaripalem in 
Andhra ancLSonepur in Bihar had 250 and 60 students respectively, most of whom 
were Kisans; The Kistna District Kisan Softool was the first of its kind to be 
organised for a District, and was opened by Mrs. Bharatidevi on the 1st. November 
at PottipalU,. The Betul School was also run in tho last Bummer. 

The T urd Annual Senion at Comllla 

This year’s session was hold on the Ifiih. May at Comilla under the president- 
ship of Swami Sahajananda Baraswati. A considerable opposition, was got up by the 
Muslim' Leaguers and' some Congressmen owing to their differences with some local 
Kisan workers but the conference overcame all that and attracted thousands of 
of Muslim Kisans who refused to he drawn into communalism. The signal success 
of this s-'ssion, just when Maliatrna Gandhi was trying to come to terms with tho 
Muslim League, (iemonstr.ated quite clearly that the tapping of class interests of our 
masses and Iho serving of their genuiuo economic needs are the best solution to our 
Communalism. 
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Mettago 

Swamijee put in a very strong plea for the independent existence of Eisan Sabha 
and joined issno with those congressmen who thought that such an independent 
organisation would endanger our 6ght for freedom. Ho pleaded that India would win 
her political and eoonemio freedom at the earliest opportunity only when Kisans h^ 
organised themselves on their class basis and stood loyally by the Congress and 
Maadoors ware prepared to stake their all in our national struggle, being convinced 
that Independepoe of India won by them would also mean eoonomic freedom for 
themselves. He supported the Kisan 8abka*s stand on the Red Elag and declared that 
Indian Kisans would do their best to stand by t|ie Kisans and Muzdoors all the 
world over. When he came to the question of violence and non-violence, he grew 
specially pontifio and maintained that Kisans could never, if they had any self- 
respeoi in them, oountenanoe the continuation of hooliganism and wanton violence 
of zamindars and their i^ents against their own women, children, and hearths. He 
firmly adhered to the faith of the Kisan Sabha that political independence of India 
which did not lead to economic independence is not only worth having but positively 
harmful since it would only replace <he White oUgarohy by Brown oligarchy. 

Contribution of Ibn Sattioo 

This sesion has made real and construotive contributions to the Kisan Sabha. 
First of all. it decided upon the organisation of Kisan Volunteer crops. Secondly, it 
declared that the aim of the Kisan Sabha is the achievement of Agrarian Revolution. 
Thirdly, it favoured the conoiilatiou of all the debts of small-holders. Fourthly, it 
vehemently repudiated the fiieory of class collaboration adumbrated by Mahatma 
Gandhi and maintained that as loi^ as the class conflict persists owing to the ex- 
ploitation carried on by landlords, Kisans were bound to take self-defensive measures 
under the aegis of Kisan Sabha. Fifthly, it demanded a constructive aud compre- 
hensive tenancy, debt relief, tax-reduction policy from Provincial Ministries and 
oondemned their reactionary and repressive pouoies. 

The New .Olllee Beaiers 

Swasiijee was elected the Pi>e8ident, Prof. Ranga, General Haoretary : Com. 
Indnlal Tagnik, Bankim Mukhenee b.px., Bedi Avadheswar Prasad Binha., 

Joint Secretaries. Miah Iftikaruddin, sc. l. a. the Treasurer., For the first time the 
Central Kisan Council consisting of ^ members and six substitute members was also 
elected under the new constituuon which was adopted by the Gonfereace. 

Campaign for the Bengal Tenancy KU 

The lead given by the Comilla sessson in supporting the Bengal Tenancy Bill was 
taken up by the Beimal Provincial Kisan Sabha. Prof. Ranga inangorated the pro- 
vince-wide Kisan Campaign of *^Make the Bill an Act or Resign.” It was taken 
^ wHli great enthusiasm idt over the Provlnoe and received the bloBsings of Bubhas 
Gnandra Bose, the Congress Rastrapathi and the support of the Bengal Congress 
Socialist jMrty. This July campaign evoked spiritea work from the Ministry and 
resulted in the assent of the Governor for the Bin in August. 

Kimn VoluuleeM Camps ia Andhra 

In pursuance of the Comilla resolntlon, the Andhra Comrades organised these caikpB 
In Kistna District. Prof. Ranga and Indolal Tagnik who toured in the Andhra in 
June inaugurated them at Munagala and Tiruvur. 

2Suninders’ Hooliganism Countencted 

Almost on the lines of the wide spread hooliganism displayed by the Bihara 
Zaminders, those of the Andlira, Benares, Orissa and Bengal began to organise 
violent attacks upon Kisans. Everywhere this was done in order to oust Kisans 
from their ancestral lands Lest permanency of tenure might be granted to them as 
per the proposed U. P. Tenancy Bill or the Orissa Tenancy Bill aud to drive Kisans 
back into their usual slavery. But fortunately Kisan Sabhas took up this challenge 
to the very elementary civic rights of the masses. Com. Butciiayya was hopelessly 
beaten because of bis championship of the local Kisans. Com. Bapayya of the 
Andhra was sentenced to one mouth’s imprisonment and Com. Tripathi of Benares was 
served with notice under Section 144 and a large number of Kisan workers of 
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Ottan were f<mibly reetrain^ from nuhlag to the tesooe of Eimos. In Bihar the 
Oayi Distfiot Eisaos hiye bad to pat up a heroic rtmggle against both the ZaBsindars 
and Goyornment which posted Qarknas at so many places. Just as in the Oiyil 
Disobedience days, Notices nnder 144 were serVed on so many honses, dariiig the 
coarse of the year snch notices were seryed on the i^ole or a lar^ part ^ the 
inhabitants or a considerable nnmber of iEtsans in yarkras proyinees psirtiMarly 
Bihar, Andhra, Orissa, Bengal, restraining them from approaohi^ or tilliog m* Mng 
certain fields or forests or tanks. Except in Unim U. P. and m one or two plaoM 
of Bihar, these notices were not seryed pn both parties to the dispnte L e. the 
Zemindars and Eisans bat only upon Eisans. Xbe practical result of this wrong 
official policy has been to deny the right of Kisans to onltiyate their own triditlonai 
lands or forests, pending the settlement of the right oyer snoh property by Oonrts, 
if eyen snoh rights had eziated. 

The Laval Struggle 

The Eisans of Layet of Baroda Stats rose in the wake of Bwamfjse’s tbnr jest 
before the Haripnra Congress ^inst the cruel demands made on them by boSi the 
State and mone^enders. Xiom. Indalal Yagnik and Pandarkar led these Eisans and the 
All-India lavet Day organised by the A. I. E. 0. in March helped them a good deal 
But eyen till to-day (7th January 1939) a Jam number of police are posted in those 
yiilages, so great is ue solioituae of the State towards the moderate demands of 
Eissns. Recently some remission of land leyenue was granted. 

The Orissa Bill 

The Orissa Congress Gfovemment passed two Tenanoy Bills by toe last of May. 
One aoimht to lower the rents in the old Oanjam District of Madras to the leyel of 
the nei^bonring Byotwari rates ; the other to confer oooupanoy rights npon Eiians. 
The Goyernor held them up for the Governor General’s consideration. Profw Bang% 
the Oeneral Secretary of the A. 1. K. C. took it np in July with the local Govern- 
ment, interviewed the Ministers and advised the local Eisan Sabha to Inangnrate an 
intensive oampaign in support of the Bills. Com. Malatidevi, Nabakrishna •Onbodbur!, 
M, L. A., the local Eisan leaders started an agitation which oulminated in ajdemona- 
tration of 15300 Eisans at Cuttaok on the Ist of September, the Kisan Bay. No 
wonder on the 31st August, the assent of the Governor to one of the BiOs, wsa 
given. But till now the Madras Estates land Act Amendment Bill ia not made ah act 
Thanks to the influenoo of Zamindars with the British and the unpreparedhesa of 
the Ooagreaa to foroe a ministerial crisis on this. 

The Puniab mis 

The Punjab Government introdaced four Bills into their Assembly, seeking to 
reduce the burdens of agrioultural indebtedocss and to regulate mon^-lending buai- 
nesa. Like the Madras debt Belief Act, the Punjab Restitution of Land Mortgagco 
Bill eonght to cancel all interest over and abjve 100 per cent of the Prinoipal. But 
the Hindu Sabhaites opposed them vehemently and organised a **Blaok Bill Boycott 
Day’*. In the face of this situation, the Assembly Congress party decided to stand 
nentral This was evidently a wrong position to take and so Prof. Banga interviewed 
its leaders and pleaded for their active support for the Bills. Com. B. P. L. Bed! 
and bimaelf issued a statement appealing to all Eisan Sabhaites to support the Bills, 
which aooordlog to them were inadeqaate but good, so far as they had gone. For- 
tnnatoly the Congress Assembly party reversed its decision of neutrality in favour 
of support. This helped later on^ to the weakening of the threatened Satysgraha 
oampai^ of Gokulohaad Narang against the Bills. 

The Bibax Tenancy Ael 

This Act has sought to lower the rents in some oases, commute grain rents into cash 
inother8.*Bat it still preserves the right of destraintaud in some oases of demanding 
Salami and the old basis of fixing rents on half gross income basis for the zamindars. 
So Com. Yadnnandan Sarma and Swamijee have been very loud in denounc'ngp it and 
Ear^nanda Sarma, the new president of the Provincial Eisan Babb., has de- 
clared war on the fits. Deoember on the Destraint Provisions of the Bill and advised 
Eisans to resort to Civil disobedienoe if they are enforced. j 
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By tbit Bill, the life interest of Kieint it to be converted into permanenev of 
tennre ; the *8iri** land above a mazimam eztent of 60 acres is to go and 
Kitana who never had any rights over oertain lands are to obtain rife inter^ 
and the rents are to be towered so as to leave for Kisans not only costs of oaltiya. 
tion bnt also something more. But neither the halfnet inoome basis of the present 
land revenue ^stem nor the one-fonrth of net inoome recommended by the Toxa- 
tion Enquiry Committee is accepted as the basis for the fixation of rents, and for 
various other reasons our Eisan sabha is opposed to dt. 

. , Zaaodndlar— Congress agreomonls* 

Inspite of the fact that the Bent or Tenancy proposals of Bihar 'and U. P. Oongi^ 
Governments are. much mors moderate than the very moderate Faizpur dgrarian 
Programme, the Zamindars have threatened Satyagraha. That can be understood. Bat 
the Bihar P. O. G. though it fit, despite the opposition of Eisan Babbas, to enter 
into an agreement with these. Zamindars and thus further diluted the ministerial 
proposals for tenancy reform owing to its local exigencies in its legislature. Hence 
the Kisans* opposition to any such agreements. 

The U. P. Talukdars also tried to play the same game. The Congress parliamentary 
sub-committee threatened to take the whole question into its own hsuds at the time 
of the Delhi A. 1. 0. O. in September, inspite of the protests of the P. C. 0. and 
Agrarian Sub-commitee of U. P. Fortunately the land-lords could not accept the 
offer of Sirdar Vallbhabhai Patel to arbitrate provided they would all accept it. Both 
Swamijee, the President and Prof. Bang^ the General Secretary raised their voice 
in protest against this move, for in their view, there might be some excuse for the 
Congress to offer to arbitrate as betweej the Kisan demAnds and the land-lords’ 
stand. Bat there was certainly none to arbitrate between the Governments* Rent 
Proposals, which were the result of a compromise and give and take effected by the 
aeleot committee of the Legislature, consisting of all parties and the land-lords* stand 
since snoh an arbitration was hound to do great injnstioe to Kisans. 

The Bombay Tenancy Bill 

This Bill has sought to improve the ooudltions of sub-tenants of the Ryotwsri 
landholders. But neither Mr. Ferulekar who is championing the Khate Kisans nor 
Com. Indulal Yagnik is satisfied with it since it does not give a sufficiently long 
peri^ of tenure nor does it seek to effectively reduce the rents. So there is great 
discontent in Quzarat and Maharashtra agiunst the Bill. 

Fight against the Malguxari 

This system prevails in the C. P. and the local Provincial Kisan Sabha has b^n 
organising a campaign for its abolition. Dr. Kbare declared himself, while a premier, 
to be in favour of its abolition in a Betul Kisan Conference. The C. P. Maharashtra 
Provincial Kisan Conference which was presided over by Com. Bhuskute and 
addressed by Com. Banga, Yagnik, Adbikari and Banadive decided in favour of the 
abolition of the Malguzari system. 

All-India Kisan^Day 

The Third All-Indta Kisan Day demonstrated in unmistakable terms the growiog 
tempo of the Kisan awakening all over India. The far-off Assam had the heartenibg 
spectacle of a tremendous Kisan demonstration at Sylheton the 1st. of September 
and an eqitallv imposing Eisan March to the Assembly at Shillong on the 2nd. oi 
September. Punjab, Sind, Bombay, Frontier, Andhra and- O. P, Tamil Nad and Mala- 
bar, Orissa and Khar have all had hundreds and thousands of Kisan Sabhas ana 
many apectacular marches also on that Day. The Kisah manifesto as well as toe 
local demands, the reactions of our Kisan Sabhas to the activities of local Gover^ 
ments and the determination of Kisans to stand united and organised were zeiteratea 
on that Day. 

Mansa Day 

On the 7th. of April, the All-India Mansa Day was celebrated hy onr Kisaa 
Sabhas in order to draw the attention of our Kisans to the 300 per cent, enb^j’' 
ment of land revenue insisted npon by the local Bnier. The agitalfon aventaauy 
les^ted in onr Kisans* sucoess. 
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The Aaritfer Setjegrehe 

III the Punjab, the Eisan agitation for the radical re?i8ion of land reve nu e hae 
reaulted in the introdaotion of sliding scales of revenae, whereby the Ja^ revenue 
payable to Ooveroment rises or falls in aouordanoe with the rise or fall in the prioee 
of agrioultnral commodities. But the basio rates are supposed to absorb half of net 
inoome^ which are themselves wrongly compnted to the- disadvantage of The 

Lyallpur District Kisans rose against them. Their agitation wasforoihly supprei^ 
by the present Ministry m May. But when thtJntention of the Gtovermnent to 
settle the Land Revenue of Amritsar District came to be known, the brave jot 
Kisans demanded either the removal of the Resettlement Party or an assurance tnat 
the resettlement would not result in any enhancement. To demonstrate their oppo* 
sition, they organised a Peasants* March to the Magistrate's Bungalow. But the 
Magistrate servod on them a notice under Sec. 144 and naturally the brave Ktsana 
defied the order, whereupon several scores of them were badly beaten and others 
forcibly dispersed. No wonder the Punjab Kisans took up the challenge and batoh 
after batch of Kisans continued to defy this most unjust order until Bir Bikandar 
got it withdrawn. Slowly, though too slowly, most of the Kisan leaders who were 
tlieu sentenced to imprisonment have by now oome out of jail. 

Water DUtribuBoa and Water Rata 

In regard to the distribution of irrigation water also, a oonfliot had arisen between 
Government and Amritsar Kisaus and eventually Government had to oiimb down and 
snspend the introduction of its resluicing operations. The Abiana or water-tax is 
rather too high in the Punjab. The Assembly's resolution demanding its redootion 
by 33 and one third per cent was about to be passed, when it was dissolved efae dte. 
86 the Kisan Sabha. hag inaugurated a campaign for suitable reduction in it 

Land Revenue Policy 

None of the Governments has so far formniated anv definite policy on the linss 
of the Karachi andn Faizpnr Agrarian Progiammos. Ihe Madras Government has 
contended itself by stopping all resettlement, oanoelliog ail recent enbanoements. The 
Pnnjab Governments Darling Cbmmittee has submitted its report, which ia not yet 

E ublished. Dame Rumour has it that it has suggested the exemption of all small 
oldings from land revenue and the imposition of income tax on agricultural inoomes. 
All that the Premier was prepared to say in last September was that he was seriously 
considering the advisibility of exempting all small holdings from revenue and so had 
the Ma^as Revenue Minister. Henoe ^e Kisan demonstrations against this negation 
of policy over land Revenuer 

Village Panchayato 

The Madras Government alone is very progressive in establishing a large number^ of 
panohnyats in villages. The U. P., Bihar, Bombay and Punjab Uovernments are trying 
to c^he neoessarv legislation passed in order to esUblish in every village a 
Panohayat Board. Ihe Kisan S.ibha further wants that a Panchayat Board must be 
twmiA lesponsible for the collection of Land revenue or rent and other local taxation 
also. 

Forests 

Kisan Babha’s demand for the abolition of grazing fees has not been implemented 
except in^mbay. In Madras and Bind half of the grazing fees are remitted. But 
nowhere are any effective steps taken to pat down the exp oitation of our peasant 
by the Forest Department. That is why the Andhra Provincial Forest Ryots sab- 
oommittoe has conducted an enquiry and submitted its report to Oovernmant. 

Corruption in Official Ranks 

The N W F P IT P and Sindh Governments have appointed Enquiry Gom- 
inlttM whiSi' hivo‘ made very useful and radical recommeodations. In U. P. some 
satisfactory rwilts havV been thieved but in other FOvinces-j-Bihar 
has iiiftt: RnhmittMl ita reDort— the evil of oorrnption is just as bad. The Madras 
tSmlw hiZStt tnd agafn gone out of hie way to praiee the Civil ^rwnta arf 
ftotongtOM Working Smmittee almost auoceoiled in n^ing the pelhi A. L tt a 
pass a MMlQtioii asHng Congroaanicn to oo<operate with the Civil Servioe. 

45 
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wrate, the Ciyil aermta are enoonraged to ride their naiial high horae. So the 
Aadhii Bjota Anti-oorroption Day in Angaat waa a great aoeoeaa. 


lia BU Ihe ProYinoial OoTernment wanted to raiae the irrigation daea myable 
nadir tiio BoUcnr Barrage Project owing to the preaanre put upon It by the Oovern- 
iMal of T«din. Bat the landlorda ooncerned raiaed an effeotire agitation i^nat these 
mlae hmI Biey had gained the ear of the tooal Gongreaa also. Onr Siaan l^bha 
ga w sorted thia i^tatfon. At the aame time it insisted that the jffarta— the aotnal 
iolfifalors of die land— ahonid be aaanred of permanency of tennre and lower rents. 
IBe Hivi aorement is gathering strength and the provincial Hari conference was 
had idlf on Deoember first and demanded permanency of tenure, abolition of the 
Jhl^ i^ i t e Bt and granting of all available and onltivable lands only to the landless 
Hdria. 

Froaiiei|Slraiide 

Ifwi in the North Western Frontier Provinoes, there are big Jas^irdars. .One of 
fhera baa perseonted his tenants so merollesaly that the Provincial Oongress Socialist 
pi^ took np the oanae of Kisana and led a Satyagraha campaign. More than a 
nnadred Kisana were Imprisoned and it looked aa if the Frontier Government was 
goiag headlong in its snppresaion of this Kisan awakening. Bat with the Mahatma's 
Mr in tibe Frontier, better ooansels prevailed and Kisana were released and some 
igiesinent waa reaohed in Deoember. 


In two Zamindaris In the Sarma yalley« onr Kisana were able to overoome the 
owaBve polioy of Zemindars bv sheer snffering and anoceeded in winning their 
■ediato denumds of aaapension of ronts in one oase and remission in another. The 
tdalol' Miidat^ whioh came into power in September has ordered 33 and one- 
rfi per eent remlBBion of land revene payable by small holders. It has premised 
eeainet .an engdlry Into the oondltioos of pUmtation laboar and relieve their 


by small holders. It has premised 
pUmtation laboar sad relieve their 


Pkhmfy EdncotloB 

neBeu ad Government Is yet to prodaoe its soheme for compnlsory primary 
The Bihar Government is going ahead with its mass methods to spread 
BMmj The TJdyamandir soheme ia jet m its inteciy. The U. P., Bihar and Bombay 
Boieraiaeata wish to open rnral Itbrariea. Bo the Kiaan Sabha la moat discontented 
in tti Md <ol wmik also. Fortonately the stadents Movement has begun to evince 
|waatfB|BJMemrt ia the anti-'iUiteracy campaign and onr Kisan Sabhas are welooming 

Fmniaea and Flood* 

Hkm V. P.t €L R Bengid, Bihar and Tanrihiad Floods, the Hissar, Bikanir, 
iMore, GvmllQr, Bma!a8eeina,«Tamiload, Malabar famines, the Northern Circars 
Cfieioiie (NovembeiO Save all taaed the patience, resonrcofulness and capacity to 
Mfar of mlffioBB of OOT Ktsins and the statesmanship of onr Oovernments. The 
gi— « Babbs has everywhere pli^ed a prominent part in ascertaining the needs of 
oaflbring l^aea and oVfcalniag relief for them and in this, it was second only to the 
Nationd Ooaggees. Bat the Panjab Oovernment's and States^ famine relief measnres 
are most {nBegnate. The O. P. Government is still trying to collect land revenue 
from its fnlshed Berar peanuts. 

IGsan Marche* 

Oiganth) Kisan Marches have taken place during this year at Shillong, Patna. 
Looknow, Lahore, Karachi, Poona, Nagpur, Cuttack, Madras, both on the 1st. of 
Beptembw and on other oooaslons and lakhs of Kisans had resorted to these head- 
qaartera of iooal Governments, from so many villages. They thus took back to very 
remote ooraers the messM of the Kisan movemeuts. Kissau Marches are being or- 
gaidaed daring Jannary 12—20 in Andhra and Frbruaay 2—9 in Tamilnad to strengthen 
me Bent proposals of the Govamment Tenancy Committee. 

PeagreeAva LIteratare for lOsaa* 

la Tbniilnad and Andhra Kisan literature is being produced with a vietr 

to spf^ progresaive ideas and eanvass support for Kisan ideals through songSi 
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prose end poetrj; composed, !o the idioms end ezpresdons of the oonntry-fOlk. 

**^?'“* torTemilnad. The *00 BhnmT. e sew Wih 

on Ae •J^er Ewth and our QjttW’, prodnoed by Mr. P.. N;.Bso, ^ Beoreterf 
of Ae AU Indie Eisen Fabhoetions has oreated astir ie literarr olroles. Com, 
SomendranaA Tagore has also pnbtished a number of. left books fn RA«e«n Hw 
famous Tsmil writor BIra K. S. Yoakatramani who has boon aditioff tha Tamil *pro» 
gressive writing*’ has promised to give a fillip to Kisan literatare. 


Kiaan Thernea and ThoagliU for play-wrighta 

Under the presidentship of the famous Indhra-Kariareso Dramatist of all-India 
repute, Mr. B. Raghava, n. a., b. l. and under the aegi.* of the Andhra Ryots Ass- 
elation and Adult Education Association a sab-oommiti;i‘if is formed with a view t^i 

B reduce literatare in soogs and poems, plays and prose, suited for folk danoes, streelc 
Tamatic performances, village Recitals. Through this means, an attempt is being 
made to spread Kisan idealism through every social means available. 


Andhra Ayurvedic Veterinary Gillege 

This College was established in Angalur, in a village in Kistna three years ago 
bv Dr. Sreeramnlu, under the inspiration of Prof. Rauga. One of tho 2Samiadar8 
displayed much interest in this work for a long time and later on Congressmen and 
now Kisan Sabhaites have claimed this excellent institution as their own. Tho 
Principal has made a real study of Ayurvedic science both through his pernsal of 
books translated from Sanskrit and through the experience of various Kisaus. He 
has published 15 small books in Andhra on various aspects of this science. So far 
as man^ as 50 dispensaries are started in the Andhra and many of them succeeded 
in obtaining grants from Local Boards. But^unfortanatoly some local congressmen 
influenced tho Minister to stipulate that the Director of Veterinary services saould be 
satisfied with these dtspeusarios before such grants could be continued. Our Kisan 
Sabhas have taken up tho challenge aud demanded reooguitiou of this college gad 
dispensaries since their services are more useful, cheaper and more easily available 
for JKisaus than those of Veterinary Hospitals. Fortunately, Government have 
dispensed with the now conditions aud so local authorities are free to give their 
grants to these dispensaries. 

Kisan Publications and Press 

The M'a Hindustan of Allahabad, Kirti- Kisan of Meerut, Jana Sakti of Madras, 
Nava Sakti of Bezwada, Rural India of Bombay have come to be started with a 
view to give special publicity to Kisan needs. The “5atnifc”, an influential Hindi 
Weekly of Agra published a Kisan Dusserah supplomeut edited by Prof- Ranga 
“TAs National Front'* of Bombay and the ^'‘Comrads** of Calcutta have alM begun 
to publish, like the Congress Socialist, the Kisan Bulletin. Xlio Desk Duih of 
Allahabad is also helping the Kisau cause. 

In addition to their Mo tern India Peasant'*^ Kisan Speaks'* ^ they have publish^ 
in January 1938 four more books — “TAe Kisan Handbook'* which contaiimthe 
manifesto, instructions and resolutions of Kisan Sabha, ^*The History of 
Movement** since 1800 and The Congress and Kisan Movement and a “guide to 
Village Eoonomio Surveys”. 


The Interest of Outside world in the Movement 

la 1937 thi Manchester Guardian published a special article on the Indian KImu 
movement and, in 1938 April, the ''Asia*' of America published a very instructive 
and suggestive article by Prof. Ranga. Italian Heview of ^ 

asked for a study of the movement. The Scholar of the ^stitnte oi 
Affairs and Mr. Ilodson, tho editor of the Round Table and Prof Sinclair of pnolulu 
who have visited India in Novomber-Deoember have made 

movement. Mr. Bluilabhai Desai was particularly , questioned about the signmoauee 
of the Kisan Movement when he was in England during summer and so he was hard 
put to it to prove that the Congress was itself a Kisan orgauisatioo. 
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Oommittees to Eisaa Sahhas ia hia message to the Tamilnad ProTinoial Eisan 
Goaforenoe held on the 30ih December. 

Central Kiaan Information Bureau 

This is established in Deoombor with Delhi as its headquarters to obtain all 
information available on Eisan problems, to get soma serious studies made of various 
Kisan questions as they arise from time to time and to advise provincial Eisan 
Sabhas m regard to the Legislative and administrative measures that came up for 
discussion. It has issued in various lanji^uagas its very detailed and informative 
^lestionarie, with an instructive introduction, with an appeal to all interested in 
Eisans to oonduct periodioal. eoonomio and social survey into the conditions of 
peasants. 

Madras Tenancy Proposals 

The long expected report of the Prakasam's Committee was published on the 28ih 
November. It has found the Kisans to be the legitimate owners of all land, village 
commons, forests, mineral resources, irrigation sources and high ways. It discovered 
that the legitimate heirs of permanent settlement were intended to be Eisans. It 
recommended that all rents to be renamed as land revenue should be reduced to 
their level in i. e. the year before tho establishment of permanent settlement, 

The Joint Meeting of all Kisan organisations i. e. the Ryots Association, Peasants 
Protection Committee, Zamindari Ryots Association and C. S. P. and that of Andhra 
Ryots Association and S. £. Federation of peasants and that of Tamilnad have 
ail welcomed the report but deplored the acceptance by tho Committee of the per- 
manent settlement as the basis for its proposals. It reiterated the conviction that the 
real salvation of Kisans can begin only after the complete abolition of Zamindari 
system. Tho South Indian Federation of peasants is conducting a campaign ngaiust 
toe Committees* recommendation against the fixtiy of tenure of Inamdari Ryots. 

Comrades’ Propaganda Tour 

Swam! joe toured in January 1938 in Gujarat, C. P. and U. P. ; Prof. Ranga 
in C. P. Andhra and Tamilnad in April and May ; Ranga and Indulal in Andhra 
in June, and tlio former in Orissa, Bengal, U. P. and the Punjab in July and 

August. Indulal Yagiiik has toured in Guhuat a/d Baroda in August and 

September, Bankim Mukherjee in Bengal, ladunandan Sarma in Bihar and 
Jayaprakash Narain in Andhra in March-May, Com. Bakhari has' toured in the 
Andhra in Juno, an I Sind in December and Com. Hai sliadov Malaviya in 
U. P. in the company of Swamijeo in November, Swamijee has toured in 

December in C. P. Gujarat and Maharashtra and Ranga in Andhra, Tamilnad, 
Orissa and Malabar in December— January 1939. 

Indian State! 

Throughout this year, there has been a tremendous amount of awakening 
and agitation in tho Indian States. First in Mansa and Bikanir, then in 
Mysore, Kashmir and Rajputana States and now in Rajkot, Hyderabad, Travancore, 
Dhoipur and Dhenkanal, real mass awakening has come to demonstrate itself. 
Everywhero Kisans are very urominent in their saoriheos and suilering. They 
are demanding roduction of land revenue, abolition of the many restrictive 

excise duties and export and import duties, the abolition of corruption and 

illegal exactions, restoration of their rights over forests, irrigation sources and 
protection for their lands, homos and women, and a partnership in the State 
administration. Though their participation in theso struggles is welcomed and their 
sacrifices are very great, the real and effective leadership of the States’ pe^les 

movement is mostly in the hands of the middle classes. That is why the real Eisan 

needs were hopelessly neglected in the Sikar— Jaipur episode. Hence the timely 
warning given by the A. I. K. C. to the States’ Eisans. 

All-India Statei’ Kisan Day 

To concentrate the attention of tho whole of India on the part played, 
and sacrifices made and demands published by States’ Eisans, this day vefi 
celebrated all over India on the 7th December. In Dhenkaqpl Com. Naba 

Krishna, in Rajkot, Sriroati Maniben Patel, in Bikanir Satyanarayan Saraf, 
Gujerat Com. indulal Tagoik, are leading the Eisans in their heroic struggle* 
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Just as Prof. Ranw aj?re 0 'i to load ^ Dhonkanol Satyagraha, the Congress imt 
a baa on outsiders participation in such straggles. It is sigoifioant that Sir 
Pattabhi has not said much on this ICisan aspect of the States’ peoples’ 
skriiggle. iPortiiaately <m an appeal made by Prof. Bangs to see that in the 
clnrtocs of Minimim Demands of States’ peoples the demands of Kisans also 
are iinifad'4. Mahatma Gandhi has agreed on the 28th December 1938 to 
persuade Bbtatos’ Peoples’ leaders to do so. This is a great gain. 

A. 1. K. C. at Delhi 

The first session of the new A. I. K. C. met at on 22nd. and 23rd. of Sept, 
under the presidentship of Swami Sahajanand Sara ‘■''*ati. Rosolntions condemning 
the repressive policy of tho Punjab, Frontier, variuc States, Madras and Bihar 
Governments were passed. A resolntion demanded minimum prices for cereals, sugar- 
cane, jute and oil-seeds. Another wanted a redistribution of tax-burdens so as to 
relieve the poor from their present burdens and to spend more upon their better- 
ment. Tho violent and untruthful propaganda of the [aii^Jlords was donouticod. The 
Congri’Ss7aQd other ministers’ failure to grant revenue remissions, to cancel debts of 
agricultural workers and small holders was deplored ; Euqiiiry Cimmitteos were 
appointed into tho Kashmir firing. Frontier Repression and a Special Committee to 
help U. F. to reorganise its owu Provincial Kisati Sabha. 

Sind, U. P., Frontier and Tamil nad forge Ahead 

By tho Delhi A. L K. C. Sind Hart Committee has applied for affiliation to the 
All India body. In Novembor, the U. P. Kisan Oomraittoo came to be recognised with 
Acharjva Nareiidra Dev, an ex-membor of the Congress Working Committee as presi- 
dent, Corn. Mohanlal Gautam, u . l. a. as Secretary. Tho Tamiinad Provincial Kisan 
Sabha with the R. Swaminarham as General Secretary and All-Mulabar Kisan Sabha 
with Narayan Nair as President were formed in December 1938. 

The Congreit and Kifan Sabha 

After the Haripura session, the relations between these 'organisations have been 
distinctly worsened. In April, Sardar Vallabhbhai inveighed against the Kisan Sabha 
and qncstioned tho right of Kisans to develop them, thus throwing to the four winds 
the Haripura resolution. Then came Mahatmaji’s uncharitable view that so long as 
Kisan Sabhaities trio I to capture Congress Lommittoes, those who were at present 
in majority in those Committees woro bound to oppose Kissan Sabha activities, thus 
falsifying the democratic nature of tho Congress. The U. P. Congress issued cir- 
culars to ask local Congross Officials to watch tho activities of Kisan Sabhaities. Some 
Congress leaders of Orissa and Andhra had actively carried on an anti-Kisan Sabha 
campaign, though with very little success. So Prof. Ranga interviewed tho Kastrapathi, 
Siibhas Ribu and requostod him to soo that tho Hariinira resolution was respected 
by the Congressmen. A similar appeal was made to Pt. Jawaharlal in November on his 
return from the Continent and to Mahatma Gandhi on 27th December by Prof. 
Kanga. 

The Delhi A. 1. C. C. 

Then came the Delhi shock. There on tho inspiration of the Maliatma, tho Civil 
Liberties resolntion, accusing of some Congressmen of the charge of having carried 
on a campaign inciting people to violence, arson and murder and asking Congress 
(Committees to take action against them and assuring the public of the Congress 
readiness to protect person and property was introduced into the A. 1. C. C. Mr. 
Bhulabhai Dosai, the mover of the resolution, made it perfectly clear that it was 
aimed at Kisan Sablias and particularly mentioned tho Kisan activities in tho Andhra 
and Bihar. Over that a battle royal raged and all tho great men on both sides 
mcluding the Sirdar, Rajon Babn, Dr. Pattabhi and Swamijee, Prof. Ranga, Masani, 
M. N. Roy, Dutta Mnzumder, Narendra Dev, Bankim Mukherjee took part in the 
heated debate. In the end, when the resolution was being passed by a xnaionty, 
the loft wingers numberin'^ about 60 staged a walk-out at 2 A. M. on the fateful 
morning of 29th. Sept. Thereupon tho Mahatma has suggested, for the first time 
m his Indian political career, that the leftists ought to leave the Congress. Com. 
M. N. Roy protested against this move and Prof. Ranga declared unequivocally the 
determination of Kisans to conduct their struggles in a purely non-violent fa^iion 
and to^ stick to the Congress until they are driven out of it by the rightists. Tons 
there is today a stalemate in the relations between the rightists and leftists. 
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Klfui Uaml 

There ie no doubt that the unreet among Eiaans is growing by leaps and bounds, 
what with the failure of ministries to afford any proteotion either from Zamindars 
and moneylenders or from civil servants and the police and the growing dfeots of 
the economio depression. The prospects for continued peace between provincial 
Governments and Kisans are becoming rarer and rarer as is indicated by the speech 
of Oom. Karyananda Sarma, the president of Bihar Kisan Sabha and the resolutions 
of the Bihar Kisan Conference. Even after the leaders of the Erishak-proja Party 
had joined tbei. Huq ministry nothing noteworthy has been offered to be done 
immediately for Bongal Kisans and so, discontent is growing apace. Similarly, owing 
to the failure of Sikandar ministry to halve the ^abiana* and to replace land revenue 
by inconie tax, Kisan discontent in the Punjab is unabated. 

Economic Deprossioa Again 

The slump in the prices of cotton, jute, groundnut, rice and wheat haa grown 
more severe daring 19 i8. Alter a lot of agitation, Government of India has imposed 
an import duty of Its. 1-8-0 per mauud of wheat in December 1938. But the 
Bengal Goveromont has contented itself with Gramophone propaganda among Kisans 
to reduce their acreage under jute. Nothing is yet done either by provincial 
Governments or by Coutral Government to protoot the growers of eotton, groundnut, 
rioe etc. The Congress Working Committee’s demand for exchange manipulation is 
turned down by Governmont. The Kisan Sabha is demanding the establishment of 
minimum and maximum prices for all the major agricultural produce. 

Debt Legislatioii 

The Moratorium declared by the U. P., Bombay Ooverumeuts, thou^ It tended 
to restrict the supply of credit for Kisans’ current needs, has staved off the pressure 
of debts on Kisans. But the Madras, Punjab, Bihar and Bengal Legislation, which 
has only provided for the scaling down of debts, without making any adequate 
provision for supply of credit for current needs, has increased the pressure upon 
Kisans for the immediate repayment of the outstanding debts. Thns the plight of our 
Kisans has been worsened during 1938 in the direction of credit. 

Co-operative Movement 

More and more of our Kisan Sabhaites are interesting themselves in this 
oo-operativo movement. So far it has been too muuli under official control. Thanks 
to the marketing staff and the new push for grading and open markets, given by 
some provincial Governments, our comrades are able to bring into existence more 
and more co-operative loans and sales societies. Yet this work is still in its infancy. 
Attempts are being made to organise co-operative Marketing Society for the Tobacco 
growers of Guntur District which produces more than 75 per cent of the Virginian 
tobacco. But in large parts of the country i. o. in Bengal, Orissa, Assam, the Co- 
operative movement is still in its infancy and strenuous steps have to be taken both 
by Government and Kisan Sabhas to develop it. 

Electrification and Irrigation 

Apart from theory and some use made of electricity for lighting pniposos, so far 
no energetic steps are taken by provinoial governments to introduce cottage industries 
or other subsidiary sources of employment in the wake of the establishment of 
grid system of electrical production and distribution in U. P., the Punjab and Madras. 
In U. P. alone some successful efforts are mado to bring a few lakhs of acres under 
irrigation through tnbe wells. But the water rates charged are too high. In other 
provinces no teaH drive is being made for developing irrigation as oven a famine 
protection measure. The South Indian Kisan Sabhas are concentrating their demand 
for the Tungabhadra project, which is expected to protect famine •ridden areas of 
Bayalaseema and Hyderabad. 

Kisans and National language 

.On the decision of Madras Government to introduoe Hindi as an optiooal 
language into all middle and higher schools, some Non-Brahmins and Muslim 
Le&ners have organised an antl-Hiodi Satyagraba. The Tamilnad Kisan Sabha nas 
decided to stand by Hindi and the Madras Government, 


The Riodn — ^Muslim Oeity CorrespaodeDee 

Gandhi— Jinnah—^Jawaharlal Letters - I 

Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah, President of >)e All-India Maslim League, 
officially released on the IStL June *38tik;i ^'ull correspondence between 
him and Mahatma Gandhi and between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehm. 

Mr. Jinnah, in a note, said that after the publication of the corres- 
pondence between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru in certain iiempapers, 
he wired to Mr. Gandhi on the 14th. June as follows : Publication of 
correspondence between Pandit Jawaharlal and myself is a breach of 
confidence. It seems a leakage occurred in Congress circles. I must re- 
lease fully now your correspondence along with the rest. Hope you will 
agree — ^Jinnah". 

Mr. Jinnah received the following reply from Mahatma Clandhi on 
15th. Juue : “I am sure the publication is unauthorised but you may 
publish our correspondence— Gandhi''. 

Gandhi-Jinnah Letteri 

The following is a letter from Mahatma Gandhi to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Shegaon^ 

Wardha, Oct. J9, 1919 . r . .3 r g u ^ i 

“Dear friend, I carefully went through your spooch at Lucknow and I felt a®6ply 

5,rpr j 

Only It °This is^not for publication unless you desire it. It is written 

VKTSS?** .5T«."»£bfdl»n. To.™ (Sd.) H. K ^bl." 

The following letter is from Ur. Jinnah to Mahatma QandU, dated Bombay, 


not 

don - .. 
merely 


public MC to net private. Bwn now j( 

desired by the writer, or the oontonts of that letter. Yi 

I’t indicate how I misunde^^^^^ I, 

merely say, 1 felt ° u-.L ig a declaration of war. It is purely w self- 

sorry yo» ^ad try 8"'! Evidently you have not 

defence. Kiodly lead it again auat ^ twelve months. As to resarviag 

been following the course ®J®“, . .. think your complete silence for aH 
you as a ‘briJ-e* :P®»f cSng^^ although I kuow you are 

these months ‘ rf that body ? In conclusion, 1 regret to say I Bnd 

not even a foM-anna “®‘“^®'J “ij-. -rouosal in your letter under reply except it is 
wrklel in auloerfafth and^S^^^ of-an anguished heart, which I reciprocate. Yours 
sincerely— M. A. Jinnah.” 

Gandhi on Mr. Jinnah’s Nationalism 

The following letter woe sent by Mahatma Oandhi to Mr. Jinnah from Shegaon, 
under date* February 19S8 i— , , . . 

•Dear Mr Jinnah -Pandit Nehru told me yesterday Uiat you were ^^rioia* to 
IbuSSaSiebXatthf absence of any reply from mete your letter of Bth. 



SGO THE filNDU-MDSLllI tlKITT COSRESPONDlSrOE raw raun-. 

Kovenber la x^lj to mine of 10th. October. The letter was received by me when 
I was proHoanoM by the doctors to be aerioitsTy ill at Oalcntta. The letter was shown 
to me 3 daye after its receipt Had I thought it necessarily called for a reply even 
though I was ill I woidd have sent one* I re-read the letter and I still think there 
was nothing nsefol that I could have said in reply. But in a way I am glad yon 
awaited a r^Iy and here it is. Mr. Eher told me deQoitely he had a private message 
from yon. He delivered it to me when I was alone. I could have sent you a 
verbal message in reply — but in order to give yon a true picture of my mental 
state 1 sent yon a short nota There was nothing to hide in it. But I did feel, as I 
still do, that the. way in which you used it came upon me as a painful surprise. 

‘^Yott complain of my silence. The reason for my silence is literally and truly in 
my note. Believe me, the moment I can do somothiog that can bring the two 
Gommnnttiea together nothing in the world oan prevout me from so doing. You seem 
to deny that your speech was a deolaratiou of war, but your later pronouncements 
too confirm my first hraresskm. How can I prove what is a matter of .feeling ? In 
your speeches 1 miss the old nationalist When in rjl5 1 returned from my self- 
imposed exile in South Afrioa everybody spoke of you as one of the staunchest 
nationalists and the hope of both the Hindus and Mussalmans. Are you still the same 
Mr. Jiunah ? If you aay you are, in spite of your speeches, 1 shall accept your 
word. 

^'Lastly, yon want me to come forward with some proposal. What proposal oau 
I make except to ask you on bended knees to be what I thought you were ? But 
the proposals to form the basis of unity between the two communities surely have 
got to come from yon. 

^‘Tbis again is not for publication but for your eyes. It is the cry of a friend not 
of an opponent Yours sincerely, M. IL Gandhi.’^ 

Jinnali’s Reply to Gandhi 

The following is the copy of a letter from Mr, Jinnah to Mahatma Gandhi^ 
dated New Delhi^ February 16 

“Dear Mr, Gandhi— I have received your letter of 3rd February, which was 
redirected here. I did not complain to Maulaua Saheb about the absence of any 
reply from you. I only mentioned the facts as he was anxious that we two should 
meet anyhow. I am glad to hear from you. My message to you through Mr. Kher, as 
I informed you in my last letter, was not private. It was only when Mr. Kher 
went to see you at Wardha that I did say he should not mention the mdtter to any 
one expect you and that if you yourself were ioclined in the first instanoe to take 
up the matter, it will be more than half the battle won. On his return to Bombay, 
Mr. Kher told me it was difficult for you to give a reply as you were restricted not 
to disclose it to any one or consult anybody else. Thereupon I said it was not 
intended to be a secret and that he was free and you were free to put your heads 
together and let me know whether at that juncture, you were inclined to take up 
this matter with your iiowerful overwhelming influence which you exercise over the 
(ingress. Then he saw you again at Teethal and from that moment it ceased to be a 

f rivate matter betweu two individuals ; and he brought me your reply in writing which 
have to publish because you know of the controversy between me and Mr. Kajendra 
Prasad and Pandit Nehru in the press: where it was sought to make out that I was 
putting every obstacle in the way of a Hindu-Muslim settlement. As your letter 
was not marked confidential I nsed it. Besides, what is wrong in my saying that I 
approached you on my own accord and that was the reply I received from you ? I 
cannot understand why you feel so much about it. Yon say I complained about your 
silence. Well, I do,, but yon further proceed to say, 'Believe me, the moment I can 
d.0 someth! jg that can bring the two oommunities together nothing in the world can 
prevent me from so doing.’ Now what am I to gather from this ? Am I right in 
interpreting that the moment is not come ? 

“With regard to your opinion on my speech at the Lucknow sessions and my 
later pronouncements which yon are pleased to call a declaration of war. I oan only 
repeat this was in self-defence. Evidfently, yon are not acquainted with what is going 
on in the Congress press^ the amount of vilification and mis-representation and false- 
hood that is daily spread about me. Otherwise, I am sure you would not blame me. 

“With, regard to yonr saying that when in 1915. yon returned from South Africa 
every b^y spoke of mo aa eoe ol the ataunoheat. of nationalists and the bope of 
both the llindaa and the MnwarimaBa and yon aak me; the queatioD, 'Are you still 
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On same Mr. and proceed farther to say, ‘If yon aay yoa are. ia apita of 

yoor aMOohM. 1 ahall aiwpt yonr word. And yon say In my apeechea you inaa the 
aationaliat Do you Uink yon are laatiSed in saying that ? 1 w^d not lOe to aiw 


2*^? pwpio apoio of you in 19U and what they speak and think of yoa to-day. 
M^i^ism is not the j^opoly of any single individnal. In these daya it te wrr 
difRoult to defioe it, but 1 do not wish to pursue '■bis line of oontroyersy toy Inrtiiore 

“YouMnclnde by sayine, ‘^tly, yon want n/e to oome forwaid with aome pro- 
_ What proposal can I eioept to ask you on beaded knees to be wttit I 
honaht yon eere ? Bat the protwsala to form the hMie of nnitv 


two coininunities have Barely got to come from you.’ 1 think yon might hove epired 
your appeal and need not have preached to mo on yonr bended knees to be whavyou 
bad thought .1 was. As regards the formation of proposals which would form the 
basis of unity, do you think this can he done by oorrespondeuoe ? Surely, you know 
as much as 1 do, what are the fundamental points in dispute. In my opiiuiMi it is as 
much up to you to suggest ways and means of tackling the problem. If yon genuinely 
and sincerely desire and you feel the moment has come for you to step in and with 
your position and influenee you are prepared to take the matter up earnestly, 1 wilt 
not fail to render all assistance 1 can.** 


Proiioaed Gandhi-JiBiiali Meeting 

The follomna ia the text of a latter from Mahatma Oandhi to Mr, Jinnah, 
Shegaon^ 4Fardha^ dated February £4, '88, 

*^])ear Mr. Jinnah, I thank you ior yonr letter. I have read your letter to Jswabsr* 
lal also. I observe both letters invite not written ..replies but personal disoassioo. I 
do not know whether it will take plaoe in the .first instance between you and 
Jawaharlal or now that Sahhas Bose sucoeeds, between you and the latter. If yon 
desire before this there should be a talk between yon and me, 1 would he delighted 
to see you in ^legaon any time Which 4s Gonvenlent to you .bc^oie lOth Maroh, after 
which, if health permits, 1 might have ito go do Beogal. So far as I am eonoernad, 
just as OB the Hinda-Mtislim fuestion 1 mwe guided % Dr. Aiisarl, now that he is 
no more in ear midet, 1 have aeoepted Maulana Abnl Asad as my guide. My auggea- 
tion, therefore, to yon is that cooveraation should he opened lin the first instonoe be- 
tween yon and Maulana Saheb. But in every case, regard me as at yonr dibimBal. 
(Signed) Oandhi.** 


The following ia a copy qf a letter from Mr, Jinnah io Mahatma Oemdki tig t sd. 
New DMi^ March 3:^ 

*Dear Mr. Gandhi, 1 have received -your hiHer dated Bdth Febranry. I oi 
sorry for the delay in replying as I was not well. In your letter I missed a note 
of response whether you are of opinion that you nee the light now and the moment 
has come, and secondly, if so, whether yon are prepared to take ^he matter np la 
right earnest ; and thirdly., 1 find there ia no change In your attitude and fnentoUty 
when yon say yon would be guided by Maulana, as Dr. Ansari is no more. If you 
pursne this line, you will be repeating the same tragedy as yon did when von ex- 

S ressed your helplessness because Dr. Ansan, holding pronounced and diehard views, 
id not agree and you had to say although you were wiBinff but what could you do. 
This happened as you know before you went to the Bound Table Gonfeicnee. At the 
Round Table Conference the tragedy was repeated by yon when you aeemed to be 
willing to accept provisionally certain terms but you there also expressed you were 
helpless as Hindus were unwilling and you, as representing the Congresa, would 
have no objection if Hindus and Musalmans came to an agreement. 

*We have reached a stage when do doubt should be left. You recognise the All- 
India Muslim League as the one authoritative and representative organisation of 
Mussalmans in India, and on the other hand you represent the Congress and other 
Hindus throughout the country. It is only on that basis we can proceed further and 
fuitber and devise a machinery of approach. Of couise, I shall bo glad to see you 
although I shall equally be glad to see Pandit Jawaharlal or Mr. Bose as you may desire. 
The matter, as you know, will not be clinched without reference again to you by 
either of t^em. Therefore, I will prefer to see you first. In any case, I am sorry 
to say I oannot come to Shegaon to see you before lOth March. I have to go to 
Bombay and also I have fixed various other engagements of my tour, but we can tix 
up a time aud place that may suit us both.— (Sd.) Jinnah. 
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MahafaBMil on HUni 

Mahatma Gandhi moU to Jlr. Jinaah from Shegaon^ Wardha^ on March 8 aa 
fdUowM 

*Dear Hr. Jinnab,— I thank yoa for yonr letter. I hope yon have completely got 
OTer year indisposition. Yonr letter rerives painfal memories. I will not discuss, 
at this staffOb at any rate, the various debatable points raised in your letter. Suffice it 
to say that I am at your disposal. If you cannot come to Sheogaon, and my health 
should permit, I will gladly go to Bombay to meet yon when you are there. At 
present 1 have to go to ^ngal and then for a while to Orissa. This will take me 
throng the whole of this month. The earliest, therefore, we can meet will be in 
April. 

*Xwo questions arising from your letter demand a reply. Tou ask mo whether 
I have now seen light. Much to my regret 1 have to say, 'no.’ If I had, I would 
proclaim the news from the house-tops. But that limitation does not debar me from 
taking advantage of the slightest opportunity of finding a way out of the present 
diffleuty. You expect me to he able to speak on behalf of the 'Congress and other 
Hindns thronghont the conntn[*. I am alratd, l oannot •fulfil the test. I cannot represent 
either the Congress or the Hindus in the sense you mean, but I would exert to the 
utmost all the moral influence I could have with them in order to secure a honoiit able 
settlement— (Sd.) Gandhi.” 

Mr, Jinnah replied to * Mahatma Gandhi f/rom New Delhi on March 17 aa 
folloaoe 

*Dear Mr. Oandhi, — 1 am in receipt of your letter of March 8,. and I thank you 
for it As* yon do not wish to dtsenss the various points mentioned in my letter and 
the two. questions which you have answered are tar from hopeful, I am helpless. 
However^ as you say 'snmee it to say I am at your disposal', I gather yon would 
uevertfaeless like to take advantage’ of the slightest opportunity of finding a way out 
of the present diffionltv. In these oircumstanoes, 1 beg to inform von I shall he 
glad to see you at i^nibay sometime in April as suggested by you. (Sd.) Jinnah. ’ 


Mahatma Gandhi wrote to Mr,* Jinnah from Calcutta on March 24 
"Dear Hr. Jinnah,— Many thanks far your note. As soon as 1 reach Shegaon, I 
than seek the first epportonity of waiting on you at Bombay,” 


Mr. Jinnah replied from New Delhi on March Sd 

Bear Mr. Gant&i— I thank you for yonr letter of Sdth and 1 shall have to see 
you after mj return from Cluouitta about 25th April at Bombay. 


The foUowing is a copy of telegram from Mahatma Gandhi to Mr, Jinnah 
denatehed from ^Ihi on April 16 

^If ott return Bombay you can break journey Wardha for one day you 
will spare me straia uodertaking journey Bombay. 1 need some uuinter- 
mpted physical rest if possible. Any event could Mautana Asad accompaoy 
me interview. Please wire Wardha which reaching to-nxnrrow.” 


Jfr. Jinnah replied from Calcutta by wire on April 16 ae follows 
"Extresaely serry nnable change programme now. Will receive you Bomoay 
MMh or thereafter aa arranged. Would prefer see you alone.” 

The /alfotetfig telMram woo eent by Mahatma Gandhi to Mr, Jinnah from 
fVardha on April „ 

"rhaaks. SM happens Monday. Will roadi Bombay 2Sth if not inconvenient. 


Mr, Jinnah wired hack from Calcutta on April 19 
"Thanks. Will gladly receive you S8ch my house. Wire 
Ctfcmtta.” 


time care Ispahaoi, 


Mahatma Gandhi aeired to Mr, Jinnah from ITardha on April 20 
*If not iaoouvenient would like reash your boose eleven thlity a.m.* 


ExdiMiBM 

Thd OotiMpoadenee tint p»<Md between 

Jnwiduirinl NAra aitcl Ifr. If. A. Jhionh einee - Janaary last^ o" ” 
qaartion of EOadn-lfa^ni anltiy WM nlao nleaied for pubUoation r“ 
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JINNAH-N£HRU ESIOHANOER 


CufV qf Letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr Jinnah. dated Lucknow^ January 18^ 

*Dear Mr. Jinoah,— I have read the statement you issued reoeatty to the Press 
with esre. I am afraid we approach the question from differing viewpoints and 
1 that your approach is not vory helpful. But I entirely agree with yoa 
that an argnmont carried on through the medium of the Fteas la not desiraole. 
Indeed^ I bi^ decided not to issue press staten^nts on the sabjeot, bnt after 
vonr Oatcntta speech, in which yoa moDtior.»ri my name and issued some 
hind Off a ^challenge’ to me, I felt that a public sfatement was unavoidable. 
Hence my statement, in which I tried to avoid nnnecessary controversy. 

**Yoa know perhaps that lor some months past 1 have been in correspon- 
dence with Nawab Ismail Khan on this subject and I have been anxious to Ond 
out what the points of difference and agreement were. I am afraid 1 ^onot 
know this yet and your last statement does not help. 1 would feel grateful to 
you if you could kindly throw some light on this and let me know what 
exactly are the points in dispute which require consideration. I think tftis- 
will help us alt and lead to an avoidanoe cif needless ^ ooutroversy. We oan 
then come to grips with the subject. As I have sard in my last statement, 
we are eager to do everything in our power to put an end to every misappre- 
hension and to endeavour to solve every problem that oomM in the way of 
our developing our public life along right lines and promoting the unity ana 
progress of the Indian people. ^ « x. ■« ..-s— ^ 

*£ am leaving for Lahore to-day. From there I go to the Frontier Province 
and return to Allahabad in alKmt ten days* time. Kindly address your 

reply to AUahabadi Youra sincerely (8d.) Jawaharlal Nehru.** 

LeOtr from Ur Jimah to Ur. Nehru daUd 

“Dear faodit JawahatW.— I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th Janwry, 
I9:ia I must say that it is very difficnlt for me to understod it. 1 imi m 

see what you are driving at It does not enggest any useful P^pow of • 
concrete oharacter, besides re-approaching me and informing me inw -we 

approach the questiou from diffenng viewpouitB , and you "P 

that your apprtiach ts not very helpfot Yea further ^ 

speech and 8 ay 4 /in which you mentioned* my mme and 
a “challenge** to me. I felt that a puhiio atatement 
hence my Btateraeiri.’ But you do not even bow give m PW>^^ 

speech^ and what was the ‘enallenge which. ooHvpelled you toi say what yen 
in your* statement which you considered oMVoidabie. Vamnil 

^I know nothing about your being m correspondence with wawah lemail 

Khas referred to in your letter. ^ • u axintlv 

•Finally f uote your request that I ahould let you know wMt imaeuy 

are the peiiilis in dispute ^ 

agree witfc me that the argumeuts^ SS ^a. ow ^ 

i fi^”5nSguss ,*t r5»r.5 

OandU&od the IMibotobor, im eud.! rephrt to h ue .on, ^h Nowmlw^ 
in7, Mt I«n itfll weiting to how *"» *2* 

oipnmd in the lut bnt one. pengn^ o* J»“ «t tne een oi m. 

Tonm Aeerely, (8dd M. A. Jimuh.* 


'S 


(km <i *• **•“*» **** ITerdhe, Mnierg 

me yesieidey. m.rfahe letter wee dhnenlt to nadentad. MJr 

•I am wap thrt ,’52^ to IM ont whet our poiati of dlimm 

innoee in wnting it wan* I en^ » ^ difwMoa m yon haw 
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their eonsideratioa easier. It is possible that some of them maj be due to 
asiaimarolieDsioii and this misapprehension might be removed ; It is equally 
poeaibie that soma are more fandamental ana then we oonld try to ftnd a 
way oat or, at any rate, know exactly how and where we stand. When there 
IS a oonfliot of optnion, a olarifioation of the opposing opinions is an essential 
preliminary to their consideration. 

*1 might mention some relatively minor matters whioh have apparently led to 
miaapprmenston. In one of yonr speeches yon are referred to being told by 
eosae one that a Oheqne for ropm five lakhs was recently given to the 
Oongresa. I am not aware of this and presumably I ought to know. Indeed, 
to my knowledge, no one has given even a oheqae for Rs, 5,000 to tiie Congress 
for a considerable time. 

*Ib the same, or possibly another, speech yon referred to the non-eo-operation 
days and stated that while the Aligarh University was forced to olose down an i 
many non-oo-operated from it, not a single student non-oo-operated from the Benares 
University. As a matter of fiu>t, a very large number of atadents did aon-oo-opeiate 
from ' the Benares University. As a result of this a non-offioial aniversity, the 
Xadii Vldyapith, was established in Benares, as also the Gandhi Ashram. Both 
these still exist. In the same way the Jamia Millia came inte existence in Aligarh 
end this now flonrisbes la Delhi, 

**Toa have referred in yonr speeches to the Congress imposing Htndi-HindosUoi 
end trying to ernah Urdo. I presume you were misinformed for I im not aware of 
any attempt on the part of the Xkingress to ininre Urdu. Some time back I wrote 
an esiay on ^Xhe question ef Langnime*, whioh represents, I believe, the Congress 
view-pmnt It was approved by Mr. Oandhi and by many people unoonneoted with 
the Congress and interested In the advanoement of Urdu, inoludtng Maulvi Abdul 
fiaq, Mretary, Anjttman-e^Taraqqu-e-Urdu of Hyderabad. I do not know if you 
have oeme aoross this essay. In any event, I am asking my office in Allahabad io 
•sod foa a qopy. If yon disagree with dhe argument or oonclusions of this essay, 

1 shau he g^efal to have your odfioisms. 


might meetion thet the Oonveea Ministry in Madras is endeavooriog to intro* 
done the atody of ffladnetaai la tie State aoboola in the province. They are baviiig 
Pftmeca eed text-books orMSiod espeeiaiiy for the purpose bv the jamia Ifiilia 
thme primera, oto, are fee ee m two aoripds— Devauagri and Uratt— but in identieil 
laamge, the etodesla having the option of aoript 

asentioa theoh, ioatanoes to show how sa^apprebeesions arise. Bat the real 
qoeetions of Ismie are mora important and it is in regard do these that olariScatioo 
it neoeesary. I preeome you are aomulated with dbe ^ijgroBS resolutloos and stst^ 
menta on minority and fandameatm n^hta and regarding oommunsl questions, u 
yon wish it, I can have theao seat to yon. Ifany of these were oolleoted tqgethw 
in a oomprehenstve feeointiett paseed by ihe Wormg Committee in Galontta towsrm 
the eod of Ootober 1887. About the Oenmnsl A ward the Congreee position m 
been vepeetedly mede oleer, 

^The Caress peffioy ee laid down la tlwae reeetaChms may be incomplete ^ 
wrong. If Bo, we ahali gladly ooneMer eaggeetlmie to oomplete it or reotiu it> 
PareoiMily, 1 do not eee what more can be done by the Uengrese regarding religi^ 
or outturai matters. As for political (oommanal) queifioiDe, the Commnnal Award, 
aneatkifsclory as it ss, holds tne field for the prsMot aad anch time as it mU 
be altored by mntnal agreement of the parties ooooerael 

'^In eeasidering wider politioal qnesttoas, the Ooagreea has adhered to certoio 
pEtnoiplee and policies for a number of yem, though minor filiations have takes 
plaoe from time to time. Our present policy 
defined by a comprehensive reeolutioo pamed by 

last year. I am very glad to find from Nawac 

flojaaman that the U. P. Muslim Leagae, or the U. P. Muslim Lsagae Parliwes- 
tiry fioerd, aooepted this programme. This iooluded oar objeotive of iodependeno^ 
cor ddinand for a Conatitaent Assembly, our general attitude to the Coostitation 
•ad the Federation, and oar methods of work inside and outside the legisisure. ^ 
reierrod also to oar agrariaa aad labour programmes. Thus, there appewod to w 
a very largo measare of agreement between us not only io regard to fttndaiDeous>’ 
bat even regurding many details. , 

**Ia view of this sgreemeot It distressed end surprised me to find that 
ee quiqh epufitet, 1 have tnad therefore tq^ find oat what this coiilUpt.Jgj|kP-4v-^ 


in fte iegislsfttres and outside wj 
the Working Committee at 
Ismail Khan and Cbendhury Khali- 
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do not Bee how I can make any proposal, concrete or vague, when I do not know 
what the points in issue are. It is true that in reading your speeches I havo come 
across various statements to the effect that the Congress is trying to establish Hindu 
Raj. am unaware of how this^ is being done or who is doing it. If any Congress 
Ministries or the Congress organisations have made mistakes, these should be pointed 
to ns. 

report of your Calcutta speech appeared in the newspapers at the time and 
is no doubt available to you and for me to give von a purport of it seemed hardly 
necessary. In this you state that you are fighting th-^ Congress, that you are fighting 
the Congress leadership which is misleading . the Hindus. Further you have said 
that you want to bring the Congress High Command to its senses, ilay 1 suggest 
that those who aro privileged to advise or lead the Congress have no desire to fight 
anybody except British Imperialism ? In any event, if wo mislead or misbehave 
we have a right to enquire from our critics where and how we have done so. 

**Further, in your Calcutta speech you said : *I have long long ago, months ago 
now, thrown out a challenge to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and I throw out a challenge 
now,— let him come and sit with us and let us formulate a oonstruotive programme 
which will give immediate relief to the poor.* It was to this ^challenge* that I 
referred in my last letter. I do not remember on which previous oocasion you had 
issued a similar cballeuge to me. 

is always helpful to disouss matters and problems face to face and, as I have said 
previously, we are always glad to do so. A snort while ago you met Maulana Abul 
kalam Azad, one of our most respected leaders than whom there is no one better 
fitted to explain the Congress viewpoint in regard to the minorities problem or any 
other matter. Whenever necessity arises every one of us will willingly welcome a 
talk. But even suoh a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous if some clarifioatiou 
of ideas does not take place previously. Correspondenoe helps in this prooess and 
sometimes is even preferable as it is more precise than talk. I trust, therefore, that 
yon will help in clarifying the position by telling ns where we differ and how yon 
would like this difference to end. You have also criticised the Congress in vi^rons 
language, as you were no doubt entitled to do. But are we not entitled to ask you 
to substantiate those oritiolsms in private at least, if not in public ? 

*1 have inquired from Mr. Gandhi about your letter to aim dated the 5th Novem- 
ber 1937. He received it iu Calcutta when he was lying ill there and he felt th^ 
it needed no answer. Your letter had been in answer to his and the matter seemed 
to end there for the time being. He was good enough to show me his letter and 
yours and it seemed to me that no particular reply was called for. I understand that 
he wrote to you yesterday. . , , , . , , 

*I hope to be in Allahabad by the 9th. February. Yours sincerely (Sd.) Jawaharlal 
Nehru.” 


Mr. Jinnah Prefers a Meeting 

Copy of letter from Mr, Jinnah to Mr, Nehru^ dated New Delhi, 17th February, 
1938 


“Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,— I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th ^brnary. 
You have now flung at me more complaints and grievances of trifling character. 
Evidently you rely ou that section of the press which is bent on misrepresenting and 
villifying me, but I am glad that you say I mention those instances to show how mis- 
apprehension arises : ‘but the real question at issue is more important and it Is in 
regard to this that clarification is necessary.* Therefore I don’t think any wseful pur- 
pose will be served to oarrv on correspondence with regard to the various matters 
mentioned in yonr letter. You will please not introduce matters which you may liave 
discussed with Nawab Ismail Khan or Choudhiiry Khaliquzzaman or anybody oise. 
These again will load to references and cross references and the matter will never end. 


“As regards my Calcutta speech, the word ‘challenge* is obviously due to the ima- 
gination of the reporter for the very context shows clearly that it wm an in- 
vitation. However, the discussion of all these matters iu correspondence will lead us 
nowhere. I do not believe in the doctrine which you laydown; ‘but are we not 
entitled to ask you to substantiate anything that I have said publicly, provided it is 



correspondenoe*— s method w^h I made it clear in my last letter, is 
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sirable and most inappropriatB. 1 weloomo your auggastion when yon aay 'whenever 
nooessity arises ovury one of us would willingly welcome a talk.* If you think that 
necessity has arisen and any one of you is willing, 1 shall be glad to see you and 
i^uallv welcome to talk. The thing is that you prefer talking at each other whereas 
I prefor talking to each other. Surely you know and you ought to know what are 
the fundamental points in dispute. 

have reoclTed a letter from Mr. Gandhi and have replied to him, a copy of 
which 1 am er.olosing herewith. Yours sinoerelyi (Sd.) M. A. Jinnah.** 


Press Reports of Speoclies 

Cepy of letter from Mr, Nehru to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Bombay^ Feibruary 26^ '38:^ 

**Dear Mr. Jinnah,— Your letter of the 17th February reached me at Haripura. I 
had no intention flinging any complaints and grievances at you. In my attempt to 
find out what your complaints were, I read your speeches as reported in the news- 
papers (ijsnally by a nows agenoy) and noted down some of the points on which you 
had laid stnss. 1 am glad to know that you have been misreported but you have 
not pointed out whore the misrepresentation comes in nor, so far as I know, have 
you issued any statement to the Press correcting the misrepresentation. May 1 sug- 
gest that it will ho worthwhile to oorreot these errors so that the publio might not 
be misled ? A clear and authoritative statement from you will help us also in under- 
standing what you stand for and what yon object to. 

noto that you do not wish to itAtroduoe in our oorrespondenoe any matters 
which we may have discussed with Nawab Ismail Khan or Choudhury IChaliquz- 


which we may have discussed with Nawab Ismail Khan or Choudhury khaliquz- 
zaman. f did not know that they represented any different viewpoints from yours. I 
thought it necessary to draw your attention to the repeated attempts 1 have been 
making to find out what the political and communal policy of the Muslim League is 
and wherein it differs from that of the Oongress. You will remember saying last 
year that the Muslim League had an entirely different policy oven on political matters 
from that of the Congress. Since then the Leagno has changed its objeotive and its 
(Hsonomio outlook and has thus approached nearer to the Congress. 1 am anxious to 
find out what the real meaning of these chaises is. Without this clarification it is 
difficult for us to understand the present posiHon, 

**You say that you do not believe in the doctrine that I Jay down, namely, *but 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate all these critioisnss in private at loast, 
if not in public ?' Further, you say that for your part you make no such distinction 
and are prepared to substantiate anything that you have said publicly, provided it 
is correctly reported. If you will read my sentence again, you will no doubt observe 
that I have nowhere laid down any such doctrine as you imagine. I would indeed 
welcome a publio treatment by you of the oritioisms made by you. But if you your- 
selves are unwilling to write to the Press on the subjeot, as you indicate in your 
letter, 1 put it to you that we are at least entitled to request you to substantiate the 
criticism in private. 

you have made no oritioisms of the Congress, and the Press reports are entire- 
ly wrong, then, of course, no question of substantiation arises. All that need be done 
is to contradict the Press reports. But if the criticisms have been made, as presum- 
ably they have been, then I request you to Justify them publicly or privately as yoa 
might choose. Personally, I would prefer the former method. 

am afraid I most confess that I do not yet know what the fundassental points 
of dispute are. It is for this reason that I have been requesting you to clarify Uem. 
8o far, I have not received any help in this direction. Of course, we shall willingly 
meet you . wlisoever opportunity arises. Our President, Bnbhas Ohindra Bose or 
Manlana Azad or I or any other member of the working Committee oan meet you at 
a suitable opportunity. ^ ^ ,, , . , * 

*Bnt when we meet, what * are we to discuss ? Responsible people with mm* 
sationB behii^ ^sm ean hardly discuss anything in the air. Some clarification of too 
issues, some olear statement of what is wanted and what is objected to. is always 
desirable : otherwise, we may not come to grips with the suUeot You will 
ber ^ argument about what transpir^ at Delhi in 1930 between yon and Beta 
IMendra Prasad. There has even been a difference of opinion about the fsetf-/* 
would be unfortunate if we repeated this performance and then argued atout it istsf. 

^*It is then highly desirable for us to define the issues first This is slw 
as we may have always to oonsult many colleagues in regard to say 
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priste rtout this deBning of issaes by oorrespondeace. It is thn asul netbod 
(idopted between individuals and oreauisations, l&ay I, therefore, bee of you to 
enlighten me ?— Tours sincerely. (8d.) Jawaharlal Nehru.” ^ j » w 

Oopjf of letter from Ur. Jinoah to Ur. Nehru datei New DeOii. trd 
March mil t— . ’ 

“Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,— I am in receipt of yont ij'tter of the 25th February. 
I regret to find the sanm spirit running throngh of making insinnations and innnen* 
do6B ftttd fill sorts of^niftttBrB of trifling ch&rftctor whioh &r6 not gormfiiio to 

onr present subject with whioh you started, nsniely, how to find the basis of approsoh 
to the most vitfil and prominent question of Htndn-Maslim unity. Ton wind up 

S our letter by insisting upon the course that I should formulate the points in 
ispnte and submit to you for your consideration and then carry on correspondenoe 
with yon. This method, I have already statedp in my considered opinion is nndesir* 
able and inappropriate.^ The method you insist upon may be appropriate between 
two litigants and that is followed by solicitors on behalf of their clients, hat national 
issues cannot be settled like that 

^*When yon say “that I am afraid 1 mnst confess that I do not know what 
fandamentai points in dispute are^** I am only amazed at your ignorance. This 
matter has been tackled since' 1925 right np to 1935 by the most important loaders 
in the country and so far no solution has been found. 1 would beg of yon to study 
it and do not take up a self-complaoent attitude and if you are in earnost, I don't 
think you will find much diflfioulty in realising what the main points in dispute are, 
because they have been constantly mentioned both in the Press and pnblie platform 
even very recently— Tours sincerely, (Sd.) M. A. Jinnah. 

Copy of letter from Mte Nohru to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Allahabad^ March 8^ 
1938 

“Dear Hr. Jinnah— Thank yon for your letter of March 3rd. 1 am afraid our 
letters to each other repeat themiselves. I go on requesting yon to tell ns what 
exactly are the points in dispute which have to be disonssed and yon go on insisting 
that tnle should not be done by correspondence. At the same time yon have pointed 



some of the criticisms which yon were reported to have made In pnblio speeches. In 
your reply yon stated that yon were misreported, but yon did not say what the 
correct report shonld have been. ... 

Farther yon said that these were minor and trifling matters, bat again yon did 
not point ont what the major matters were. You will porceive my difficulty. ^ 

“I hope I am not making any insinuations or innuendoes, as you sa|meBt in your 
last letter. Certainly it is not my intention to do so, nor to raise trifling matters 
which are not germane to the present subject. But what are those matters whioh 
are germane? It may be that 1 am dense or not suffioiently acquainted with the 
iotrioaoiea of the problem. If so, I deserve to be enlightened. If yon will refer 
me to any recent statement made in the Press or platform which will help me in 
understanding, I ahafl be grateful. It is not my desire, may I repeat, to carry on 
a ooatroversy by corresponaenoe, but only to find out what the mam points in dis- 
cussion or dispnte are. It is surely usual for national issnes to bo formulated and 
clarified in this way to facilitate disonssion. Both in national and international 
mattera wo are frequently adopting this oonrse. 

“Yon areperfeoBy right in saying that this matter has been tackled since 19^ 
repeatedly. Do yon not think that this ▼ery history warns ns not to approsoh it 
m a vague manner without clear ideas u to what we object to and what we want ? 
Apart from this, mnoh has happened daring this pi^few yean whioh baa filter^ 
Ibe poaition. For inatanoe, the Oommnnal Award. Do you want this to be diaonsaed 
with a view to tome aettlement being arrived at on another baaia T 

“It la obvious that the OongroBS » oioeedlngly anzioim to -removo all oanaes of 
miimndentanding and friction, ^^art from wider natioDal issnes, it would hto to do 
■c beoanse anoh xnianndentanding oomea in tho way ^ § has frequently 

conaidered the problem and pass anoh resolntiona rad pat forw^ anoh pippo^ 
•a it conaldeiW^rieht. I do notwlah to dlsonsa as to whether thj^^ were rteht w 
jot. Thet may l2a matter for argnment But 

do our beat If we did not sneoeed to the extent wo hoM Jo do, tfc«t la ow m^ 
fortune and we shall gladly oonaider soggeationa whioh might lead to.better resnlta. 
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**What are the yarious aspects of this matter ? ilfay T enamerato them ? 

1, The Oommunal Award, which inolndes separate electorates and reservation of 
seats. 2. Religions gaarantees. 3. Cultnral protection and guarantees. 

*^Presamably these are the three main heads. There may be some minor matters 
but I do not refer to them as yon wish to concentrate on the main issues. 

*A8 regards the Oommunal Award, the position of the Congress has been clarified 
If it Js your desire to discuss this matter, I should like to know. 

^'As regards religious and cultural guarantees, the Congress has given as foil 
assurances and guarantees as is possible. If, however, any other guarantees are con- 
sidered necessary they should he mentioned. About one of the questions which yon 
have referred to in your speeches, the laogaage question, I have written to you pre- 
viously and sent yon my brochure. 1 trust that yon agree with its main conclusions. 

'^Are wo golner to discuss these matters or some others which I have not men- 
tioned above ? Then again, the background of all such discussions must necessarily 
be a certain political and economic one--our struggle for independence, our anti-im- 
perialism, our methods of direct action whenever necessary, our anti-war policy, our 
attempt to remove the ezuloitation of the masses, agrarian and labour problems, ami 
the lize. I take it that with the roorg/misation of the Muslim League's policy there 
will not be any great difference regarding this antl-imparialist background. 

*Toa will forgive me for repeating myself in these letters and for asking the same 
things over and over again. I do so because I am keenly desirons of your appreciating 
my viewpoint, which I believe is also the viewpoint of my colleagnes in the Con- 
gress. I have no desire to take up your time and to spend my time in writing long 
letters. Bat my mind demands clarity before it can function effectively or think in 
terms of any action. Vagueness or any avoidance of real issues cannot lead to satis- 
factory resnlts. It does seem strange to me .tliat in spite of my repeated requests I 
am not told what issnes have to be discussed. 

*1 niiderstand that Oandhiji has already written to you exprossipg bis readiness 
to have a talk with yon. I am not now the Oongress President and thus have not 
the same representative oapaoity, bat if 1 can be of any help in this matter, my 
aervloes are at the disposal of the Confess and I shall gladly meet you and discuss 
these matters with yoa. Yours sinoerely, (Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru." 

Oepy cf Utter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr, Nehru dated New Delhi, 17th Mareh 


*^Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,— I have rooeived yonr letter of the 8th of March 193S. 
Your first letter of 18th January conveyed to me that yon desins to know the points 
in dispute for the purpose of promoting Hindn-Muslim unity. When in reply I said 
that the snbject-matter cannot bo solved by correspondence and it was equally no- 
desirable as disenssiog matters in the press, you in your reply of the 4th February 
formulated a catalogue of grievances with regard to my supposed criticism of tho 
Congress and utterances which are hardly relevant to the question for our immediate 
consideration. You went to persisting in the same line and yoa are still of opinion that 
those matters, although not germane to the present subject, should be further disuusstid, 
which 1 do not propose to do, as 1 have already explained to yon in my 
previous letter. 

^Tbe question with which we started as I nnderstani is of safegnarJing tho 
rights and the interests of the Mussalmans with regard to their religion, cnlturo, 
language, personal laws and political rights in the national life, the Government and 
the AdiWinistration of the country. Various suggestions have been made which wm 
satisfy the Mussalmans and create a sense of security and confidence in the roa]orUy 
community. I am surprised when you say in your letter under reply, 
are these matters which are germane ? It may be that I am dense or not sumotentiy 


the fourteen iioints. . 

“Next, 88 you say, apart from this, much has happened during those past 
which baa altered the position*. Yea, I agree with you and various 
appeared in the newspapers recently. For instance, if you will refer to the ‘Stawsroa 
dated the 12th February 1938 there appears an article under the healing e 
Ifnalini Eyes' (Copy enclosed for your oonvenienoe). Neat, an article m i 
Hmes* dated the Ist of Marob 1938, d^ing with your pronounoement recontly ^ 
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I believe at ^e flaripara eessioa of the Oongrees, where rou ere ranortad tn hewa 
geid : •! have eramin^ this so-oalled oommoDal question fhrangh the^ele800M,^nd 
if there ta nothing what can you see’ i I'hig article in the New 7(i»e* apueared 
on the lat of H^h 1938, making various suggestions (a copy euulused for your 
convenienoe). Further you must have seen Mr. Aney’s interview where he warned 
the CoDgresB mentioniog some of the points which the Muslim League would 
demand. ^ 


“Now this is enough to show to you that various suggestions have been made, or 
are likely to be made or, are expected to be made, will have to be analysed and 
ultimately I consider it is the duty of every true nai:»‘naiist, to whichever party or 
community he may belong, to make it his business ^.d examine the situation and 
bring about a pact between the Mussalmans and the Hiudus and create a real united 
front ; and it should be as much your aoxiety and duty as it is mine, irrespective 
of the ^estiou of the party or community to which we belong. But if you desire 
that 1 snottld oollect all these suggestious and submit to you as a petitioner for you 
and for your colleagues to consider, I am afraid I oau’t do it nor can 1 do it fur the 
purpose of carrying on farther correspondence with regard to those various points 
with you. But if yon still insist upon that as yon seem to do so when you say in 
your letter, my mind demands clarity before it can function effectively or think in 
terms of any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issues could not lead to 
satisfactory results. It does seem strange to me that in spite of my repeated requests, 
I am not told what issues have to be discussed. This is hardly a correct description 
or a fair representation but in that case, I would request you to ask the Congress 
officially to communicate with me to that effect and 1 shall place the matter before 
the Council of the Ail-India Muslim League as you yourself say that yuu are not the 
Congress President and thus have not the same representative capacity but if 1 can 
be of any help iu this matter my services are at the disposal of the Congress, and 
1 shall gladly meet you and discuss these matters with you. As to meeting you and 
discussing matters with yon, 1 need hardly say that I shall be pleased to do so. 
Yours sincerely (Sdl M. A. Jinnah”. 


Nehru on Muslim Demends 


Copy of hotter from Mr, Nehru to Mr, Jinnahy dated Calcutta April g, 1988 
“Dear Mr. Jinnah— Your letter of the I7th March leaohed me in the Kumauu 
Hills where 1 bad gone for a brief holiday. From there 1 have come to Calcutta. 
1 propose to return to Allahabad to-day and 1 shall probably be there for the 
greater part of April. If it is convenient for yon to oome there we oould meet. Or 
if it suits you better to go to Lucknow, I shall try to go there. 

“1 am glad that you nave indicated in your last letter a number of poiats which 
you have in mind. The enclosures you nave sent mention these and 1 take it that 
they represent your viewpoint. I was somewhat surprised to see this list as I had 
no idea that you wanted to discuss many of these matters with us. Some of these 
are wholly covered by previous decisions of the Congress, some others are hardly 
capable of discussion. ... . i. 

“As far as 1 can make out from your letter and the enclosures you have sent, 
you wish to discuss the following matters 


1. The fourteen poiats formulated by the Muslim League in 1929. j < 

%, The Congress should withdraw all opposition to the Communal Award and 

should not describe it as a negation of nationalism. a a a • 

3. The share of the Muslims in the State services should be dennitely fixed in 


the Constitution by statutoiy enactment. „*«*„*.» 

4. Muslim personal law and culture should be guaranteed by statute. 

6. The Cooeress should take in hand the agitotion in Mnneotion with the Sahid- 
guj Mosque aod should use its morel pressure to oneble the Muslims to gain posses- 

"“V^The m 2S' right to oall Azan aod perform their religioas oeremonies should 

not be fettered in any way. , _ mi.s.v«i.*— 

7. Muslima should have freedom to perform ww- ri^ ter. ^^^ 

8. Muslim majoritiee in the provinoes, ” present, 

most not be affected by any t«'‘*’»h)nal redistribution or adjustments. 

10 s5^"nSJ^ indi.«dth«.^to 

hew^tSStelTgSSSit^ that the ate ef Urdu ISSl net he oartailed or imaged. 
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11. Mmilim representation in the local bodies should be governed by the prinoiiilM 
underlying the Oommnoal Award, that is, separate electorates and population ■»ntpirth 

12. The Triodonr Flag shunid be changed or alternately, the fl«g of the Xubm 
League should be given equal imjportanoe. 

Beoognition of the Huslim League as the one authoritative and repreientiHM 
organisation of Indian Muslims. ^ 

14. Ooalitiou Ministries. 


*lt is further stated that the formula evolted by you and Babu Bajendra Prasid 
in 1986 does not satisfv the Muslims now and nothing on these lines will satisfy them 
*lt is added that the list given above Is not a complete list and it can ^ aus* 
mented by the addition of further 'demands’. Not knowing these possible and 
limited additions 1 oan say nothing about them. But I should like to deal with the 
various matters specially mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude has 
been in rewd to them. 

"But bnore considering them, the political and economic background of the free 
India we are working for has to be kept in mind, for ultimately that is the oootrol- 
ing factor. Some of these matters do not arise in considering an independent India 
or stake a particular shape or have little importance. We oan discuss them in terms 
Of Indian independence or in terms of British dominance of India continuing. The 
Oongress .. naturally thinks in terms of independence, though it adjusts itself oooa- 
sionglly to the present transitional and temporary phases. It is thus not interested 
in amendments to the present Constitution, but aims at its complete removal and 
its substitution by a Oonstitntion framed by the Indian people through a Constituent 
Assembly. Another matter has a8Si«med an urgent and vital signilioanoe and this is 
the exceedingly critical international situation and the possibility of war. This must 
oonoem India greatly and affect her struggle for freedom. This must therefore be 
considered the governing factor of the sitnation and almost everything else becomes 
of secondary importance, for all onr efforts ami petty arguments will be of little avail 
if the very foundation is npset. The Congress has olearly and repeatedly laid down 
its policy in event of suoh a orisis and stated that it will be no party to im- 
perialist war. Peace, therefore, and Indian independence is its basic policy. The 
Congress Will very galdly and willingly co-operate with the Muslim League and all 
other organisations and individuals in the furtbersnoo of this policy. I have carefully 
looked tbiough .tbe various matters to which you have drawn attention in your letter 
and its enolosnres sod I find that there is nothiug in them which refers or teaches 
the economio demand of the masses or affects the all-important questions of poverty 
and nnemployment. For all of os in India these are the vital issnes . and unless 
some solntion is found for them, we function in vaiu. The questioh^ of State 
services, however importaut and worthy of oonsideration it might be, affects a 
very small number of people. The peasantry, industrial workers, artisaus and petty 
shop-keepers form the vast majority of the population aod they are not improved in 
any way by any of the demands listed above. Their interests should be paramount. 

"Many of the 'demands* involve changes of the Constitution which we are not 
in a position to bring about. Even if some suoh obauges are desirable in themselves, 
it is not our policy to press for minor constitutional changes. We want to do away 
oompletely with the present Constitution and replaoe it by another for a free India. 

"In the same way. the desire for statntary guarantees involves constitutioual 
changes which we cannot give effect to. All we can do is to state that in a future 
GODStiiution for a fiee India we want certain guarantees to be incorporated. We 
have dene this in regard to religious, cultural, linguistic aod other rights of minorities 
in the Karachi resolution on Fundamental Bights. We would like these Faudamental 
Bights to be made a part of the Constitution. 

"Tdow deal with the various matters listed above. 

1. Fourteen points, 1 bad thought, were somewhat out of date. Many of their 
provisions have been given effect to by the Communal Award and in other ways ; 
some others are entirely aroeptable to the Congress ; yet others require constitutional 
changes which, as 1 have mentioned above, are beyond onr present competence. Apart 
from the matters covered by the Communal Award and those involving change, in 
the Constitution, one or two matters remain which give rise to differences of opinion 
which are eiiil likely to lead to considerable agreement. 

2. The 1 ongress has clearly stated its attitude towards the Commuosl Award, and 
it comes to this that it seeks alternations only on the basis of mutual consent cf tbe 
parties concerned, i do not nodei stand how any one oan take objection to this 
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to dfwrlba the dwerd as not b^ng enitiaijUoQai, 

n^g~~ oome '^m the wey of the de^bmente 

owfrhelmiM ana wholly addeMr?iag 
to fM wiQilMa olenmte tn oertain parte of India. If we think ib tArmS 
oanndTpbeeibly dt in this Award with it. It ie trao that 
of mroametanoea we have aometimes to aooept as a l^porarr 
ifci *! «®t;-o»*tonal. It ie alao t ■ &at in 

hto J7 the Oommanal AwarA we oan only find aiL., afaotory 

and eBatton by toe cooaeot and goodwill oi the parties oonoernjsd. Thia la 

the Oongraaa party. 

3 . Mittlinia* share in the State services by atatntorb enaotment 
neoeasirily involvea the firing of the shares of other gronps and i ommanities 
similarly. Inis womd moM a rigid and oompartmenUl Bute strnotare which will 
impede progress and development. At the same time, it is generally admitted that 
State appointments should be fairly and adeonately distribnted so that no oommnnity 
shonld neve cause to oomplain. It is lar better to do this by oonvention and 
agreenMnt The Opngreas is fnily alive to this issue and desires to meet the wishes 
M various groups in the fullest measure so as to give to all minority oommuuities 
as stated in No. 11 of the fourteen points ^an adequate share in all the servioes of 
the State and in local self-governii^ bodies having due regard to the ifeqairements 
and eflioieney.*’ The State to-day is becoming more and more teohnioal and demands 
arpert knowledge in its various departments. It is right that, if a o4oimuaity is 
bsefcward inthm teohuioal and expert knowledge, speoial efforts should made to 
give it this eJaoation to bring it up to a higher level. 1 understand that ^ the Unity 
Conferonoe held at Allahabad in 1933 or thereabout a mutually satisfaoljory solution 
00 this question of State servioes was arrived at. 

4. Ae regards proteotion of culture the Congress has deoided its williuguess to 
emMy this in the fundamental laws of the Ooustitutiou. It has also declalred that it 
does not wish to inteffere in any way with the personal law. of any oommauilr^ 

6 . 1 am oonsiderabiy surprised at the suggestious that the Congress shotid take 
in hand agitation in oonoeotion with Shahidgaoj Blosque. That is a iqatipr to die 
deoided either legally or by mutual agreement. The Oaugrees prefers it all suoh 
mattera the way of mutual agreement, and its servioes oan always be utilise "for this 
purpose where there is a desire to this effect on the part of the parties oodoWued. I 
am glad that the Premier of the Puujab has suggested that this is the only Salsfaotory 
way tS a solution of the problem. 

6 . The right to perform religious ceremonies should certainly be guaranteed to all 
oommnnities. The vongress resolutiou about this is quite ofear. I know oothiug 
about the partioular incident relating to the Punjab village which has been referrM 
to. No doubt, many instances oan be gather^ together from various parte of India 
where petty interference takes place with Hindu, Muslim or Sikh ceremonies. These 
have to be tactfully dealt with wherever they arise. But the priuoiple id quite clear 
and should be agreed to. . ^ ^ 1 < , ^ 

<7) As regards cow slaughter, there has been a great deal of entirely false and 
unfounded propaganda against the Congress suggesting that the Congress was going 
to stop it forcibly by legislation. The Congress does not wish to uudertalmi any legis- 
lative action in tnis matter to restriot the establish^ rights of the MuslimflL 

( 8 ) The Question of territorial distribution has not arisen in any way. If 
and when it arises it must be dealt with on the basis of mutual agreement of tho 
parties oonoerned. 

(9> Raiwr i K n e the Band* Uataram song the Working Committoe iapaed • long 
statement in Oetober last to which 1 wonlf invite y#nr attentaon, Firsfi ** 

has to be remembered that no formal national anmem has been ^ adopted by the 
Oongteas at any time. It ia true, however, that Bands MataraM aou baa been 
intimatelT asaoeiated with Indian nationniism for more than thirty tears and 
namerana assooiationa of sentiment and SBoriBoe have gathered round it Popular 
songs are not made to order nor oan they be enooesefully imposed. They grew out 
of pnblio sentiment Daring all the thirty or more years the ‘Bo^^^oforaw 
•ong wee treated as a national song in prwse of India. to m y knowied^ wm 

any objection token to it except on polihoJ ^uoda by the Qovernmerit Vh^ 
however, some objeotions wore raised, tho Working Oomnuttee carefully ponaidered 
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the matter and ultimately decided to recommend t&ftt oertain itaiiiu« whioh contained 
certain allegorical lufetfucea, might not be used on national platforms or oocasio? 
The two stanzas that have been recommended by the working Committeeitt 
use as a national song have not a word or a phrase whioh can offend anyhodv 
from any point of view and I am surprised that anyone oan olgeot to them, 
may appeal to some more than to others. Borne may prefer another national gone • 
they have full freedom to do so. But to compel large numbers of people to giva^n 
what they have long valued and grown attached to is to cause needless hart to tbam 
and ibjuie the national movement itself. It would be improper for a national or^ 
nisation to do this. ^ 

(10) About Urdu and Hindi I have previously written to you and have alio 

seat you my pamphlet on the question of iauguage. The Congress has declared in 
favour of guaiantees for languages and culture. 1 waut to encourage all the great 
provinoial lauguages of India at the same time, to make flindnstani, as written^both 
in Nagri and Urdu soiipts, the national language. Both scripts should *be offioiallv 
recognised and the choice should be left to the people concerned, lu fact, this poliov 
is being pursued by the Congress Ministries. ^ ^ 

(11) Ihe Congress has long -been of opinion that joint electorates are preferable 
to separate electorates from the point of view of national unity and harmonioos 
co-operation between the different communities. But joint eleotorates, in order to 
have real value, mast not be imposed on unwilling groups. Henoe the Congress is 
quite clear that their introduotiou should depend on their acceptance by the people 
concerned. This is the policy that is being pursued by the Congress Ministries in 
regard to local bodies. Recently in a Bill uealing with local bodies introduced ia 
the Bombay Assembly separate electorates were maintained but an option was given 
to the people concerned to adopt a joint electorate, if they so chose. This primsiple 
seems to be in exact accordance with No. 5 of the fourteen points, which lays down 
that 'repiesen ration of communal groups shall continue to be by means of separate 
electorate as at present, provided that it shall be open to any community, at aoy 
time, to abandon its separate electorate in favour of joint electorate.’ It surprises 
me that the Muslim League group in the Bombay Assembly should have opposed 
the Bill with its optional clauses although this carried out the very policy of the 
Muslim League. 

May 1 also point out that in the resolution passed by the Muslim League in 1929 
at the time it adopted the fourteen points it was stated that the 'MussaJmaos will 
not consent to joint electorates unless Bind is actually constituted into a separate 
province and reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F. Frovince and Baluchis- 
tan on the same footing as in other Provinces. So far as Baluchistan is concerned, 
the Congress is committed to a levelling up of this area in the same way. 

(12) The National Tn-oolour Flag was acceiitod originally in 1929 by the Congress 
after full and careful consuitatiou with eminent Muslims, Sikhs and other 
leaders. Obviously, a country and national movement must have a national flag 
representing the nation and ail communities in it. No communal flag can represent 
the nation. If we did not possess a national flag now we would have to evolve one. 
The piesent national flag bad its colouis originally selected in order to represent the 
vaiious communities but we did not like to lay stress on this communal aspect of 
the coiouis. Artistically I think the combination of orange, white and green has 
lesuited in a flag which is piobably the most beautiful of all national flags. For 
tliesc many .\eais our flag has been used and it has spread to the remotest village 
and hioiighi hope and courage aod a sense of ali-India unity to our masses. It has 
been ashociateu with great sacrifices on the part of our people, including Hindus, 
Muslims and Sikhs aud, many have suffered lathi blows aod imprisonment and even 
death in defending it fiom insult or injury. Thus a powerful sentiment has grown 
up in its favour. On iniiumerabie occasions Mauiana Mahomed Aii, Maulaoa Bbaukat 
All and mau^ leadeis of the Muslim League to-day have associated themselves with 
th s Hug and emphasised its virtues and significance as a symbol of Indian uudy. 

It bii;> spread ou>side the Congress tanks aud been generally recogoised as the flag 
of the loitioij, it IS oiSicuit to understand how any one can reasonably object to it 
LOU. Coiiiiuutitfl flags cannot obviously take its place for that can only mean a host 
of flags ot vaiious communities being used together and thus emphasising 
disunity auij ptiateuess. Communal flags might be used for religious faaotious, but 
ihcy h iVc no place at any national fuuctiuns or over any public buildings meant tor 
various commuuities. May 1 add that during the past few months, on several 
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‘‘“■‘’T by some members or folnnteers of the 
Modiin Leaitae 7 Biis hM psioed as greatly bat ire have deliberately avoided any- 
thnm « Me nature of eoiffliot in onler not to add to oommausl bitterness. We have 
also iSBOM ^riot orders, aud they h^ve been obeyed that no interferenoe should take 
plooo'Witli the Musliai League flag even though it might be inappropriately displayed* 

(K) I do not anderstond: what is meant by our recognition of the Muslim League 
as' the one aim the only organisation of Indian Muslims. Obviously the Mo^im 
Lesgue is an important communal organisation and we deal with it as suob. But we 
have to deal with all organisatfons and individuals that come within our ken. We 
do not determine tiie measure of importance or c**"*’inotion they possess. There are 
a large nnmber, about a hundred thousand* _ of M ^islims on the Oongress rolls, 
many of whom have Imon our close oompmitoQBt iu prisons and outside for many 
years^ and we yalue their oomr^eship highly. There are many organisations whion 
oontain Afuslims and non-Muslims alike such as the Trade Unions, Peasant Unionst 
£isan Sabhas, Debt Oommittees, Zamindar Associations. Chambers of Oommeroe, 
Bmployers’ Association eto. and we haye contacts with them. There are special 
Mnslim organisations such as the Jamiat-Ul-Uiema, the Proja Party, the Ahrar and 
others which olsim attention. Inevitably the more important the organisation the 
more the attention paid to it, but this importance does not come from outside 
recognition, but from inherent strength. And the other organisations, even though 
they might be younger and smaller, cannot be ignored. 

{14) I should like to know what is meant by coalition. A Ministry must 
have a definite political and eoooomio programme and policy. Any other kinl of 
Ministry would be a disjointed and ineffective body, with no clear mind or 
direction. Given a common political and eoonomio programme and policy, oo* 
operation is easy. You know probably that some such oo-operatioa was sought for 
and obtained by the Congress in the Frontier Province. In Bombay also repeated 
attempts were made on behalf of the Congress to obtain this co-operation on the 
basis of a common programme. The Congress has gone to the Assemblies with a 
definite programme and in furtherance of a clear policy. It will always §[ladly 
co-operate with other groups whether it is in a majority or a minority in an 
Assembly, in furtherance of that programme and policy.. On that basis I oan 
conceive of even coalition Ministries being formed. Without that basis the Congress 
has no mterest in a Ministry or in an Assembly. 


have dealt, I am afraid at exceeding length, with various points rarsed in your 
letter and its enolosures. 1 am gald that I have had a glimpse inte yoar mind 
through this correspondeooe as this eimbles me to understend s little ^ better the 
problems that are before you aud perhaps others. I agree entirely that it is the dnty 
of every Indian to bring about harmouious joint effort of all of us for the achieve- 
ment of India's freedom and the ending of the poverty of her people. For me, and 
I *ftkft it for most of us, the Cougress has been a means to that end and not an 
end itself. It has been a high privilege for us to work through the Congress beoausa 
it has drawn to itself the love of millions of our oountrymeo and through their 
sacrifices and united effort, taken us a long way to our goal. But much remains to 
be done and we have all to pull together to that end. v u 

•‘Personally, the idea of pacts and the like does not appeal to me, though perhaps 
they might be necessary occasionally. What seems ^ to me far more important la a 
more basio understanding of each other, .bringing with it the desire and ability to 
co-operate together. That larger oo-operation, if it xa to molude our millions, must 
neoessarily be in the interests of three millioDS. My mind, ^ therefore, is continnally 
oooDpted with the problems of these unhappy masses of this country and I view an 
other problems in this light. I should like to view the cornmniwl problem also m 
this perspective, for otherwise it has no great significanoe for me. 

“You seem to imagine that I wanted you to put forward suggestions as a petitioner, 
and then you propose that the Congress should officially oommanicate with you. 
Surely you have misunderstood me and done yourself and me an luiustioe. There is 
no mJ&on of petitioning wther by you or by me, bnt » denre to ttndef«tod eseh 
othm md the problem that we have beeen disoossing. I do not understand the signi- 
fiosttoe of yont wantiog an oSfciial intimation from the ^ogress. 1 did not ask yon 
for an offloiol reply on behalf of the Bloshm League. Organisations do not finohon 
in this w«T It is not a ouostion of prestige for Mo Oongress or for any of ns, for 
we bS toSor ra rSwhtag the ^ we we set tefoie us than on small matters of 
praetige. The Oongress is a groat enough organisation to ignore snob petty nuttare, 
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aad if ijMw if M hivi fiiaia a _ 
deal aoj in the ehadow al the Oeagreee. 

~*^Tev| will remember tint 1 laoh the ^njwritiliji to 

to dniighten me le to irhit joor objeotio^' mcd to the 
ajo^rdiBg to joa, ware the peinte in, tiiiMte. I hea reaa miaj or yeor 
w reported In the Preee, ana I foand to aiy regret that they were fall ef 
on the Oongiaae whloh, aooordihg to my way of thinnag. were net 
1 wanted to remove te'j tniannderiUndiiiga, where enc^ ensM, and to 
^ the air. 

*^1 have toni^, chiefly in the Urdn Preee, the moat aetoanding felsehooda about 
the Oongreae. 1' rotor to toots, not to opinion, and faole within my knowledge. Two 
daye aso, hem In Otioo^ I saw a oironiar letter or nofiee imned by the Seoretam 
of a liauim I<eagae. This eontidaed a list of the so-esUed misdeeds of toe U. W. 
Government I read this with snuusemenlt for there was not an iota of imth % 
most of the ohatges. I aappose they were garnered from the Urdu Ptm 
T hrough the Press and platform snob ohavges have been Tepeated on nnmeim 
oooasioos and oommnnal passions have thus been rensed and bitterness 
oreated. This has grieved me and I have sought by writicg to yon and to Naimb 
Ismail Khan to find a way of oheokinv this deplorable deterieiwtioo of onr pnlmo 
life, as well as a surer basil for oo-eperatioa. That problem still faoea na mid 
1 hope we ehall solve it ^ 


have mentioned earlier in this letter toe oritioal internatioail sMoation and jhe 
terrible sense of impendiog oestastrophe tiiat haoge over the world My mingis 
obeeaaed with this and I want India to realiae it smI be ready for eh oonseoaendei, 
good or ill, that may follow from it In this period of world orieie Ml ot osJ to 
whatever party or group we might belong and whatever our differences mishtiib^ 
have the primary duty of holding together to proteot ear people from the perils tost 
might encompass them. Onr differenoas and argnments seem trivial when the liiOire 
of toe world and India hangs in the balanoe. It is in the hope that 1 ^ of jOt will 
snooeed in bnildiog np this larger unity in onr oonntiy that X have written to yon 
and otoers repeat^y and at length. 


^There is one small matter I should like to mentioa. The report of my speech at 
Haripnra, as given in yonr letters and the newspaper articles is not oorreot. . 

"we have been corresponding for some time and many vague rnmonrs are afloat 
as to what we have been saying to each other. Anxious eoqniries oome to me and 
I have no doubt that similar enquiries are addressed to you also. [ think that wq 
might thke the pnblio into car ooafidenoe new, for this ia a public matter on which 
many are interested. I suggest, therefore, that our oorrespondenoe might ha released 
to toe Press. 1 presame yon will have no objection. Yoors einoerely, (dd.) Jawaharlal 
Nehru.” 


Mr. Jinnah’s Reply 

Cqpif of letter from Mr, Jtimah to Mr, Nehru dated Bombay J8th April 1988 

*^Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, *^1 am In receipt of yonr letter of the flth April, 193a 
I am extremely obliged to yon for informiog me that yon propose to return to 
Allahabad and shall probably be there for a greater part of the April and suggesting 
if it would be oonveoient for me to oome there, we oould meet, or if it salts mb 
better to go to Lnoknow, yon will try to go there. 1 am afraid that It is not pogBif 
ble for me owiog to my other engagementa, bat 1 shall be in Bombay abonc the qoq 
of April and if it ia oonveoient to you I shall be very glad to meet yon. 

"As to the rest of yonr letter, it has been to me a most painful reading. It seento 
to me that jrou oaonot even aeonrately interpret my letter as yon very honestly m 
that yonr mind is obsessed with the ioteroatioaal situation and the sense of impeilw 
ing oatsstrophe that hanga over the world, so yon are thinking in terms entire 
divorced from raalities which faoe na in India. I can only express my regret ^ 
yonr turning and twisting of what I wrote to you and putting entirely a wroiu 
completion npon the position I have place 1 before yon at yonr request. lou haVs 
fonialatad oertain points in yonr letter which yon father upon me to begin wjto 
•s mf Btopossla. £ soot yon extraots from the press whloh had reoently appei^ 
simply neoansa yon repeatedly aeserted and appealed to me that you would be gram- 
fnl if I would refer yon to any reoent atatemeats made in the press or plactoam 
which would help yon in nnderstandiag matters. Those are some of the mayy 
whloh are andoantediy sgitatiiig Mnslim India, bat toe qnestion how to meat mto 
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and to wbat exteat aad by what metos and methods is the basiaess, as f heve sstd 
before, of •▼ery true nationalist to sol?e. Whether oonstitutional ohanra are 
deoMiary. <io it by agreement or oonrention and so forth, are 

matters, I thought for disonssion, bat I am extremely sorry to had that yoii Uve 
lb your letters already prononnoed yoar jadgment and given your deoision on a good 
many of them ^^^h • preamble whioh negitives any saggestion of disoussion whioh 
my le^ to a settlement as yon- start by saying ‘I was so mnoh surprised to see 
this list as I have no idea that you wanted to disonss many of these matters with 
08 ; some of these are wholly 00 vered by previous deoisioos of the 0 mgress, some 
others are hardly capable of disoussion* and then you proceed to your coaolusioas 
having formnlated the points according to yonr notions. Tour tone and language 
again display the same arrogance and militant 'ioirit, as if the Congress is the 
sovereign power, and as an indication yon extena yoar patronage by saying that 
tobvioosly ^ the Muslim League is an important communal organisation and 
we deal with it as such as we have to deal with all organisations and individuals 
that come within our ken*. We do not determine the measure of importance and 
distinction they pomss and then you mention various others organisanoas* Here I 
add that in my opinion unless the Congress recognises the Huslitn Leigue on a foot- 
ing of complete eq^uality and is prepared as such to negotiate for a aindu- Muslim 
settlement, we shall have to wait and depend upon our inherent strength which will 
'determine the measare of importanoe and distinction it possesses'.. Having regard to 
your mentality, it is really dimcult for me to make you understand the position any 
further. Of coarse, as 1 have said before, I do not propose to disease the variens 
matters referred to by you by means of and throngh correspondence, as in my 
opinion, that is not the way to taokle this matter. 

'^With regard to your referenoe to certain falsehoods that have appeared about 
the Congress in Ordn Press, whioh yon say have asconuded you, and with regard 
to the oironlar letter referred to about the misdeeds of the U. P. Oovermnont, 1 oan 

t xpress no opinion withont investigation, bat I oan give you any number of false- 
Looda that have appeared in the Congress Press and . in statements t>f Congressmen 
lirith regard to the All India Muslim League, some of the leaders and those who are 
Obnneoted with it Similarly, I oau give instauoes whioh are deliberatelv appeariog jo 
the Congress Press and speeches of Congressmen whioh are daily deliberately 
misrepresenting and villifyiog the Muslim oomposition of the Bengal, Bind, Punjab aud 
Assam Governments with a view to break those Governments, but that is not the 
sabjeot matter of our oorrespondenoe end besides no useful purpose will be 
served in doing so. 

''With regard to your request that our oorrespondenoe should be released to the 

S resa 1 have no objection provided that the oorrespondenoe between me and Mr. 

andhi is ^so published simultaneously, as we both have referr^ to him aud hia 
oorrespondenoe with me in onrs. Yon will plesM, therefore, obtoin the pramission 
of Mr. Gandhi to that effeot or if yon wish, I will write to him informing him that 
yon desire to release the oorrespondenoe between ns to the Press, aad I am willing to 
agree to it provided he agrees that the oorrespondenoe between him and myself is also 
releas^ Yonrs sinoerely, (Sd.) M. A. Jinnah.” 

Pundit Nuhfa*s Reply 

(hpu of from Mr, Nrhru to Mr. Jinnah datod Allhabad, April id, 

1988 :• 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, your letter of April 12th haa joat reaohed me. , 

“1 am exceedingly sorry that anything timt I have written to yon ehpnid have 
oauBedyonpaiu. It seems to be true thjd we approach nablio problems from 
diSereol itaiidpoints aod I try to P'^, 1!^ 

to g«tu your «ppreoi«tioB of it Xo oojr wiythiiv ^ ^ 

my own pnrpose even apart from its impropriety. At the same tinss l.owa it to 
ym and to umuU to .ondMmor to plooe frankly b^ro you how my wnd wmta 
uud whut ny mawa aro on tha inbjaot mattor on^ dlaoiunoD. Om viewpmnto 
mi^t^w but I do boiiera that the margin of dibraneo oaoto loMM^by a 
fnmh mraaoh op elthor alia. 1 hm aonght to make ^ al^mri^ 

amt witn every desire on my part not to say anything that might oome is the way. 

, "In ^ Imt httar I dealt 1^ tha aariana. peinta m antio Bad to th e arttaota jw 
hm aau ma, w I piaanmad that aa y<» had drawn my aMaaoa to thmai 



am TBB HraDU’MUSLUI initTT COBBISPONDENOli ( Ai.i.ia4UD— 

micht to • large wttoat rapraunt what yoa bad to mind. Aa yoa know I have beaa 
trnoK to Mt at theae poiata of differenee and when I aaw aomething oooorete, 1 
wanted to give my reaaon to it. I tried to state what the Oongresa <minlon haa 
been in regard to them. There is no dnality In day to>day policies. It is for the 
Oongraaa it it ao chooses, to wy any poUoy. All I can do is to atate what the 
past and present policy is. 

*I regret that yen think that I write in an arrogant and militant apirit and as 
U I'co^dered the Oongreaa aa the aorereiga power. The fact is it is oiroamaoribed 
in a bnodred wars and farther it may hare to go throogb tbs wilderneae many a 
time before it achieraa its objective. Ton have referred to my obsession with 
the gitostion and the nense of impending oatastrophe that poaaeaa me. 

If I feel that way as I do. I oan hardly grow complacent or inumine ttiat the 
Oongreas is sovermgn. Bat when I disooss Oongreaa polioies as a Oon^reaaman. I 
oan onlv repeat what these are and not bring in my own psrtioalar view on the 
snbjeoti'if toese happen to be at variance with Oongreas resolution. 

•Ton point ont that the Oongreas Press contained nm^ns falartoods in 
mcard to tu to«niini Leuae and some of its leaders, u well aa the Proving 
Governments of BengaCPanjah, Sind and Assam. I ontireW agrw with yon thto 
misrepreseatations and iuinaatiim are to be deprecated and wante^ 
wlmem they might occur in the Urdu, Hindi or English proas, or whatevw the 
JouSSal oompteaion of the newspaper. There, is no snob thing as the Oongreaa Prem 
ovw^ioh toe Oongreas has oontrol, bat it la true tost many newspapers generally 
the Ooiigr«. But whether we oan Influonoe them or not, we certainly mt 
to^o aU aooh false and misleading statements Md to esprass onr disapproval of 
to^'lnthis matter, I can only beg of yon to point oat specific instances ao that 
wo might take necessary action. . ^ u 

«I note what you say about the pablioation of our oormpondenoe with llahatma 
a«,dU I mTtherofore wriUng to W to seek bis pemiaswn m mgg^ by yon. 
I^lifnidttudllliardly bo possible lor m to visit Bombay in Aprt or 1^. 
Ltflv in%ia I intend sailing for Baropa. In cm I *» J® Bombay earlier I toto 
m ao that we might have the opportunity of meebng. I anderstand t^ 
Oandhl'ln the near futuro. Tears siooerely, 

jAwaharlal Nehra. 


The All India Muslim League 

Spadal Mirion— Calcutta— 17tk‘ and 18th April 1938. 

|The WefeoBM addiess 

The apeoial eeseion of the All India Moallm Loaicae oonunenced In CUonlta on the 
17tli. April 1938 nnder the proaldenoy of Mr. UahomBi AH Jinnah In the open 
flood-lit amphitheatre of the Mahomed All Park, acoommodutiiig oTer IfliXO. 
There were several women on the dais, and over 2,000 deleuateB worn 
different parte of India, British Balnohistan and Barma attended me 8ee8ion« 
Three Provinolai Premiers, the hon. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khin (Pnnjab), the 
hon. Sir ICahamed Saainliah (issam) and the hon. Mr. A. K. Faslol'Buq (Bengali, 
were given an ovation when they took their seats sido by side on the oafs. OBier 
prominent persona attending the session incinle<l Begnm Shah Nawas, Manlana 
Shankat All, the Raja of Pirpnr, the Rua of Ifandot, Sir Saltan Ahmed, the hon 
Sir E. Nazlmuddin, the hon. Ifr. Abdnl Matin Ohowdhncy and Mr. Anrangsob Ehan, 
Leader of the Opposition in the Frontier Assembly. 

The following Is the fall text of Mr. Fculul auq'§ welcome speech 

"Brethren in Islam, I have great pleasnre in eictenling to yon on behalf of the 
reception oommittee, a most cordial welcome. We offer you all oar most gratefnl 
thanlcs for having taken the trouble to come over to onr nrovinoe to partlo^te In 
the momentoas deliberations of this special sessslon of the Muslim League. 

Perhaps In the whole history of the Moslun Leagne never before have snoh 
weighty issnes awaited the deliberations of the repraseattatives of the Mnslim people 
as will come np before the present one. Oontlemen, we are passing through times 
which are extremely critical for the Muslims of India. .On one side we hod the 
Congress with all im might, organisation ani resonroes, determined to ernih and sub- 
doe the Muslims and on the other side we find the Hindu Mahasabha with all ks 
communal bigotry, characteristic intolera ice, narrow political ontlook, and unholy In- 
tentions, devoting its energies to the .frustration of Mnslim hopes and the suppression 
of the legitimate rights and liberties of the Muslim ooramnnity. The Hindn Msha- 
sahha has never made any secret of Its intentions. On the contrary, its leaders have 
repeatedly proved by speech and action how deep-rooted in them is their antagonism 
to Mnslim aspirations. 

The time has come for us to review what steps the Muslims have taken so far to 
counteract these sinister forces which aim at the complete enslavement of the Mus- 
lim people of India. We must ask ourselves whether we are as yet suffioiently or- 
ganised, united and prepared or whether we are still divide! amongst onrselves and 
therefore unprepared, if we could lay our hands ou our hearts and say that we, as 
a community, are organised and united and that our ranks are Buffioientiy consoli- 
dated to enable us to resist the onslaughts and defeat the dangerous .machlaations 
of our highly organised political antugoulsts, than well might* we have rested ooutent. 
But gentlemeu, are we convince 1 of the strength and solidarity of our defences ? If 
not, is It not our supreme duty to marshall all our scattered foroes and MsemWe 
them under the banner of our one and only reprosenlatlvo organisation— the All- 
India Muslim League ? Is it not our duty also to prove to Oie world that the Mus- 
lims of India have not yet forgotten the command of their Holy Book whloh sayeth : 
"Hold fast by the convenant of Allah all together and do not create .dissensions 
amongst yourselves”. 

Gentlemen, In the whole of Eastern India Bengal Is rightly regarded as the strong- 
hold of Islam. The population fiijures perfectly justify Bengal s claim to this position 
Let me present before you some facts and figures to show the numerical strength of 
the MasHms of Bangal as oompa'ol with othar oouatriBS ‘O'! of lo 

the whole of British India the total Muslim population is o7,05S,610 of whom il 
and half millions have their habitatioa In Bongil alone. The Muslim popriUtion in 
Bengal is nearlv half of tho entire population of Groat Britain, and also of France ; 
k la mvL timoa as much as th it of Turkey ; three times as much as that of Iran ; 
ton? three ilmea ^hat of Afghanistan and Egypt taken to- 
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E ither. Muslims in Bengal alone number four millions more than the total popu* 
tion of the Punjab, eight times more than the total Muslim population of Madras, 
and four times more than that 'of the United Proyinces of Agra and Oudli. One would 
have thought that in a land, within the oontines of which one single community had 
such numerioal superiority, that community would hold absolute sway and its culture 
and traditions would prevail. But it is a thousand pities that due to certain oir- 
cnmstanoes regarding whioh the world at large has little knowledge, the actual condi- 
tions are entirely di&rent. Oentlemen, time and occasion do not permit me to go in 
detail into an analysis of the cases which have reduced the Muslims of Bengal to 
the present deplorable state, — causes which stand as impediments in the way of their 
prosperity and progress, but with your permission I shall briefly mention a few 
of them. 

First of all, let me tell you of that chapter of the politioal history of Bengal 
which oommenoed with the battle of Plassey. Immediately after their success at 
Pfassey, in 1757, the East India Company not only set themselves to advance their 
commercial interests but they also had recourse to every possible means calculated 
to bring this oonntry under their political sway. Of the various policies which 
they sorted in otder to gain this and the first and foremost was the suppression 
of the Mnslims in everv way to them and to the utmost limit of their power. The 
heartless methods which the East India Company adopted and the cruel treatment 
which they meted out to the Mnslims in pursuance of this deep laid policy, have 
no parallel in the whole history of the civilised world. Steadily but persistently 
and with grim resolve, the East India Company pursuod that policy, the sole aim of 
whioh was to reduce the Muslims to greater and greater depths of poverty, illiteracy 
and emasonlation. Up to the beginning of the 19th century this policy continued to 
operate with unceasing rigour and was fruitful of diro consequences to the Islamic 
pMple. Soon the national existence of the Muslims as a diatinct race was almost 
at an end, and the object with which that policy had been Initiated was all but 
fnlfilled. But, gentlemen, the oup of Muslim suffering had still in it some dregs 
which they had yet to drain. Fresh weapons were forged to impoverish, emasculate 
and even annihilate their national existence. In 1819 a new Regulation was enforced 
whioh is knoirn as the Resumption Regulations. This rogulat’on empowered the 
Bast India Company to resume all lakhiraj lands, which the Moghal Emperors had 
bestowed or settled upon their subjects. It must be remembered In this connexion 
that the Gonwany had, in the year 1765, secured from Empei-or Shah Alam the 
right to the Diwaai of Bengal, Dihar and Orissa, and therefore, they wore perfectly 
entitled to fix, in their own right, the rents of big zemindaries and small holdings 
alike. But their object was not to systematise the land tenures in Bengal bat to 
deprive the Muslims of their supremacy in the country ^ depriving them of their 
landed possessions. At the time when the Resumption Regulations were enforoed, 
ninety-five per cent of tho zemindars of Bengal were Muslims, but within ten years 
after the completion of proceedings under those Regulations the position was com- 
pletely reverse and tho number of Muslim zominiars fell from iiinety-rive to five 
per eenf only. I cannot do better than quote in this connection the remarks of 
Sir William Hnnter in his wellknown book called **The Indian MuKsaLmans" where 
he describes the death-blow which the Muslim community received with regard to 
its position as a political entity in oonaequonoa of tlie ruthless manner in which the 
Resumption Regnlations wore carried out. Sir William Hunter says : ^'A large part 
o! this sum was derived from lands rent free by Mussalmana or by Mahomedan 
fouodations. The panic and hatred which ensued have stamped themselves for ever 
on the rural records. Hundreds of ancient families were i-uiued and the educational 
system of the Mnssalmaos, which was almost entirely maintained by rent-free 
mnts, received its death-blow. The scholastic classes of the Mahomedans emerged 
from the eighteen years’ of harrviog, absolutely ruined. Any impartial student will 
arrive at the oonviotion, that while the Resnmption Laws only enforced rights which 
we had again and a^ain most emphatically reserved, yet the Resumption 
Proceedings were harsh m the extreme, and opposed to the general sense of the 
Indian people. Prescription cannot create rights in the face of express enactments 
but seventy-five years of unbroken possession give rise to strong claims on 
the tenderness of a Government. Our Resumption officers know no pity. Thej 
calmly enforced the law. The panic of tnose days is still remembered, 
and it has left to us a bitter legacy of hatred. Sinoe then the profession of a Man 
of Learning, a dignified and laorative oalling under Native Rulers, has ceased to 
exist inBoogaL 
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TiirnorKfw ^JSjirVr^n - * U mattefs, the fonner oonquerors of India had display^ 
8 hao^fhty indiflrt.r3nce unknown to the provident and^ astute Hindu. We denuuiaed 

which in the then 

state of real pioperty law, th'sy could not have produced in suDDort of their 
aoknowJoJged private estates. During saveaty-(iv* years^ we had submitM^^n^er 
protebt to a gigantio system of fraud and the ^^ooumulated penalty fbli upon a 
single geueration. Meanwhile the the f aite-ants had bee/making'havoo 

f l-'tittdeeds which might have supported their claims. There can be 

folT short of ^ what had been Stoien from S bS 
^eie can be no doubt whatever, that from those Resumptions the decay of the 
Mahomedan system of education dates. The officer now in*^ charge of the wahabi 
piosocutions cites them as the second cause of the deoline of the Musaalman 
community in jMDgal’’. 


Shortly after this yet another tcrnble blow was aimed at the life of the Blnalim 
as community,— a blow which laid the community absolutely prostrate and helplessL 
la 1835, the Court language was suddenly changed from Persian to English, in 
flagrant violation of the East India Company's treaty with Emperor Rbah Alam. 
This change deprived Muslims of their language of culture and sustenance, and at 
one blow the entire Muslim people was relegated to the position of backwardness. 
Muslims of those days, as the East India Company knew very well,, were disinclined 
towards English eduoation not only because of their disgust at the cruel and 
barbarous treatment to which the English had subjected them but also because in 
the whole country there was not a sinirlo educational institution where they could 
acquire such education in an atmosphere of their own onlture and civilisation. Such 
schools or colleges as then oaisted for the Imparting of Engliah eduoation had been 
established by Christian missiooariiv and the teachers were either Ohristfana or 
Hindna In this oonnection the wetl-known historian Bir WHlIam Hunter has 
depicted the feelings of the Muslims of those days in these signiduasmt words : *The 
language of our Government schools in Lower Bengal is Hindtr, and the masters are 
Hindus. Tliu liigher sort of Mussalmaas spurned the* instruotiona af rdolatoni 
through the medium of the language of idolatry". 


Gentlemen, my narration of this tale of sorrow has not yet reached its oonclusion. 
During the iniddfe of tlie 19th. century still further blows were stmok at the Indian 
Muslims which completed their downfall. The Sepoy Mutmy oif 1857 which kindled 
the fire of revenge in the hearts of the British against ladiaas in general and the 
Muslims in particular bad its repercussions in Bengal alee. Into that woeful chapter 
that followed the Mutiny 1 shall not enter here. Suffice it to say that things came 
to such, a pass towards tlie cud of tlie 19th century that the hearts of even a few 
justice-loving Britons were moved. Some of them who were eminent writers and 
bistoriaos^ felt inqi^ted to draw the atteut'on of the oatside world to the plight to 
which the Muslims had been reduced. But by then the victim was at his last gasp 
and the very people who had made India, so great and so glorions had been forcibly 
redliced.to the position of helots in their own land. 

So much for the historical past. Coming; tn more recent times, we find that even 
after the British policy in India hal undergone a reorientation there was considerable 
UDwiliingoess to concede the Muslims their rights in full, much less to make atone- 
iiieut for tlie past. Great injustice was dono in the matter of allocating seats to 
Muslims in the Councils under the. Moatagu-Chelinsford Constitution. The subse- 
quent Conmivnal Award has to some esteut made up for that injustice, but we are 
still the victims of a grave wrong because although the Mnslim population in Bengm 
is about fifty srs per cent of the whole, yet not more than forty-eight per cent of the 
seats. In the LKislative Assembly have been allotted to our community. The result 
has been that tlie Muslims cao^t run the administration of a province in which 
they are in an unquestioned majority without entering into coalition with or depending 
om the support of other parties. In other proviuces, however, where Congress has 
secured majorities it can and has formed Ministries of its own without caring to take 
into account the wishes or the feelings of the Muslim minorities. Therefore, gonilemcn, 
onr first problem is to find some means of getting redress for the wrong done to us 
by the Commanal Award, which has reduced Muslim majorities to minorities. Our 
second problem is to devmo ways and means to bring their folly and their guilt home 
in Muslims who have been deceived by the high sonnding but insincere promises of 
the Congress or who have betrayed the Muslim cause by deserting the community and 
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j all their deelgna and all their tactics woald have beed of little avail against 
nited front of Islam, and this hambier aerrant of yours wonld have amashed 
(hrdngh the net work of Gongreas sad Mahasabha vilea as easily aa one sweeps 
awak fragile gossamer. But the ooodnot of these dtipes of the OoDgresa and these 
betrayers well-nigh dishearten me, and 1 sometimes ask myself if a community whioh 
call jstilliprodaoe so many foolish or treacherous men Is worth striving for, praying for 
and' weeping for. Yet» gentlemen, we must not, we oannot and wo will not yield to 
'dr. It is of the very easenoe of the spirit of Islam to persevere the more there 
ittigers, dURoultles and Impediments In the way. It la onr Inoumbent duty to 
r constantly In mind that In India we hold the Integrity and safety of Islam as s 
‘ trust We are bora unto these traditions inherited from generation 
flration, and the sacred dnty to protect Islam and nphold its traditions devolves 
na a horltage from oar forbears. Shall we be fonod wanting In the fulfilment 
.J me duties of tbia glorioos trusteeship ? Shall we allow our cheri8b<>d national, 
onltnrsl and soolsl traditions to he thus rssolntely and ruthlessly assailed and yet do 
nothing to prepare ourselves and marshall all our resonroes to resist the onslaught 
and knilntain and preserve our national rights and our onitnral heritage ? 


Speaking partlonlsrly of Bengal, let me new ask a few qaestions of those mis- 
gnidra Mnalima who are trving to bnild a house apart from the united house of Islam 
and who have, throngh their action, jeopardised the solidarity of Mussalmans. 

Whore Is the differenoe between tiie pnblisbed programme of the seoeders in 
Baiigal and the programme whioh the Ooidition Party has placed before it and work- 
ing nnt with all earneatneas and promptitude ? What justification, then, had these 
seoeders to break away from the Goaiition Party of Bei^al ? Do they not see that 
fhe OoDgress. in its own majority provinces, has not admitted any other party into 
C3(Militl(m with it, and that in any case coalition with it can be only on such terms as 
amontft te the virtual efiaoemeut of the Muslims as a separate political entity ? Even 
our Ooalition PSr^ .in spite of its numerioal strength, has b^n forced to enter into 
jdtooe with certain other groups. The Mrighak*Proja Party and the Independent 
Party together number ndt more than 30 in the Bengal Assembly and the 
fien^ Atunoil. How, then, can they hope io iorm a Ministry in Bengal without the 
aid it BBsh parffes jas tlm Clongress ? ^And if they attach themselves to the Congress, 
how oan .they lor a anomeift hope to achieve anythlDg that will confer any real bene- 
fit upoa the Muslima and the masses of Bengal ? 


GeuflemeD, I have direadv taken mudb of your time, but before I resume my 
seat I vrish to make here sna now a revelation to you and to the world at large. 
The CsngMHB has daring reoent months iigiun and again made overtures to me offer- 
iag me the PremierAip in a Oengress OoaHtion ‘Onhinet in Bengal If I had lespon- 
dra to those overtures I vrould have still been the Premier and continued to be 
perhaps for an indefialtely long period. But snch a Premiership would have been 
no better and no more real than the Kingship of 8bafa Alam or the Nizamat of Mir 
Jafar. Had I thus signed with toy own hands the death warrant of Islam, with what 
face would 1 have smd before my Maker and His Prophet on the day of final leck- 
oniim ? But let it not be supposed that I am against an honourable agreement with 
the Congress. I declare that ooBsisteeit with the Islamic principles of peaoe and 
toleration 1 am prepared to agree to work with the Congress on the following torms. 
First, the Congress should eome to ao honourable mutual understanding with the 
Muslim League, and reshuffle its Ministries in the various provinces in Goatitiou with 
the Leagae.;^partie8 in the respective legislatures. Second, the Congress should come 
to an honourable agreement with the Lei^ue In matter of apnointments to public 
services and in matters pertaining to the social and cultural life or the Muslim people. 
Third, the Congress should mediate in the Shahidganj question between Muslims 
and Sikhs and bring about a settlement which will be acceptable to both the com- 
monitiaa and which will ensure peace and the cessation of the present unrest. 

But gentlemen It is useless in the light of past experience for Muslims to expect 
from the Congress any thing like fair and equitable treatment. I shall give you one 
typical example of the callousness of ('ongrossmun towards Muslim sentiments. -Uio 
other day when Nawabzada Loaquat All Khan was reciting in the U. P. Assempiy 
the tales of oppression on the Muslims in different places and was even pvmg 
oonorete instances in support of hie allegation, what were the Congressmen in 
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Hooie dO M ? laughing and Hdiouling him. Here were indeed not one 

bat nany Neroa aU fiddling to express their unholy glee at the burning of Borne. 

oppressions had been visit^ on the Hindas then indeed 
would the Ganges have been afire from end to end. But the sufferings of Muslims 
are to Congress matters for mockery and langhter. ' 

Let ns contmt the plight of the Muslims in Congress provinces with the 
conditions of Hin<w living in non-Oongress provinor^* In this province* for instanoe* 
there bM neither been communal rioting nor can tuij one oite a single instance of 
oppression on the minority <^mmuDity. In Congress provinoes riot had laid 
the countryside waste. Muslim life, limb and property have been lost and blood has 
freely flowed, but here In Bengal not one head has been broken nor one drop of 
blood has been shod. There the Muslims are leading their lives in constant terror, 
overawed and oppressed but here the Hindus are leading perfectly happy peaceful 
lives-— a oiroomstanoe that delights and gratifies us. There mosques are being defiled 
and the culprits never found nor is the Muslim worshipper unmolested, but here 
worship proceeds unhampered in Hindu temples and none dare defile themi because 
we resolutely set the^ law in motion against any evil-doer who would defile or 
desecrate any community’s places of worship. There you will find many instances 
where Muslim officers nave been unjustly treated or deprived of their legitimate 
righ^ here I defy any one to cite a single instance where a Hindu officer has been 
unfairly treated by us. I assure you that our treatment of the minorities in our 
charge is such that the Congress Ministers may well take a leaf out of our book and 
emulate our example. 

The Congress loudly proclaims itself to be the friend of the tenahtry. And yet, 
what has the Congress Ministry done in Bihar for the Kisans as compared with what 
we have done for the Projas in Bengal ? Let me give you a few salient points of 
contrast. In Bihar “salami” has been retained at eight per cent while in this non* 
Congress province of Bengal it has been abolished altogether. Jn Bihar the right of 
zemindars to realise rent through certificates still obtains, but here it has been done 
away with. Here in Bengal we have also stopped enhancement of rent for a period 
of ten years but in Bihar no such relief has oeeu given to the poor tenants. Tliat 
is the picture in Bihar and this is the picture iu Bengal. And yet Congressmen call 
themselves better friends of the masses than we of the Bengal Coalition and 
the Muslim League. 

Gentlemen, I wish I could conclude, for already I have taxed your patience 
enough. But before I sit down, I most frankly and freely express my conviction 
that we the Muslims of India must stand on our own legs and fight our battles alone. 
Let us once and for all abandon all hope of protection through the ^socalled safe- 
guards iu the CoQStitution. We must shape our own destiny unaided by any outside 
authority and in spite of our political opponents. British authority in India has 
indeed ceased to function and the sceptre is slipping fast from British hands. True 
that the Brit.sh still hold sway in Delhi and Simla but that sway increasingly lacks 
reality and is becoming more and more like that of the successors of Auraugazeb. 
After all, the British came to India as traders and as traders they are now anxious 
to remaio. they would sooner part with power than with trade. They^ believe that 
their commercial interests will be best served through an alliance. Their guarantees 
to the minorities and particularly to the Muslims of India have proved to be shallow 
through and through. The sooner we cease to rely on thorn the better. We must 
fight the battle of Islam alone and without our rosources. Let us resolve to fight 
it to the bitter end, relying on the justice of oui cause and undaunted by the 
gathering forces against us. Lot us prepare to fight, if need be, on a double front 
and with our backs to the wall. If Panipat and Thaneswar must repeat themselves, 
let the Muslims prepare to give as glorious an account of tliemsclvcs as did their 
forbears. 

Gentlemen, I apologise for the length of this speech but I have done no more 
than to give you a recital of baro facts which I challenge any one to contradict. 
I am deeply grateful to voii for the patient hearing you have given me and 
I once more make you welcome to Bengal to dcliberato upon the momentous issues 
that are before our community to-day. May the all-raorciful God guide these deli- 
berations on the right lines and may your decisions bring nearer the day of Islam’s 
deliverance in India. 
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383 THE ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 


The Presidential Adrem 

The following is tiio text of presidential address delivered by 
Jinnah 


Mr. JHahotned Ali 


“After the last annual session of the All-India Maslim League which took nlace 
on the 15th of October, 19;i7 I should like to place before you a brief summary of 
the work done and tho varions events that have occurred since. You know also that 
at the last session the constitution and the rules of the All-India Muslim Leaeue 
were overhauled and some very important changes were embodied in them. Tho 
new constitution has now come into operation and according to the resolution of the 
All-India Muslim League Committees have been appointed in various provinces to 
organize provincial and district leagues all over India and 1 am glad to tell yuu that 
in every province district leagues have been established and during the last six 
months they have eurelled members not by hundreds not by thousands but by lakhs. 

' During my tours in difToreut parts of India I found a tremendous political awaken- 
log and enthusiasm among the- Mussulmans aud there is almost an insatiable desire 
amongst the people to come under the banner of the All-India Muslim League. 
This enormous mass of support that is rallying around the policy aud programme of 
the All-India Muslim League requires to be harnessed, mobilised, oo-ordmated and 
controlled. Then alouo with proper guidance we shall achieve the goal for which 
we are fighting. 

We have to a certain extent freed onr people from the most undesirable reaction- 
ary elements. We have in no small degreo removed the unwholesome influence and 
fear of a certain section who used to -pass off as Mautanas and Mouiavis. We have 
made efforts to take our women with us in our struggle and in many places that I 
visited they took enormous interest and participated in various " functions and 
gatherings. 

We have to carry on and maintain the policy and the programme of the Muslim 
League on a political piano. Within less than six months we have succeeded in 
organising Mus.salmaiis ali over India as they never were at any time during the 
last century and a half. They have been galvanized aud awakened in a manner 
which has a.stouudcd and staggered our opponents Mussalmans have shaken off 
torpor and shed their miserable state of despair and demoralisation into which they 
were sunk so deep. Tliey are beginning to realise that they are a power. They 
possess the strcugli, the potentialities of which they have uot yet realised, and if 
only they will take their affairs in their own hands aud stand together united thero 
is no power that can resist their will, 

Tho Council of tho All-India Muslim League lial decided to observe the 18th of 
February as the Sliahidgauj Day. Meetings were held all over the country and tho 
reports that have hoeu received in the office show that tJie League’s word reached tho 
far-off •corner. s of the country. In practically every city aud town and even in some 
villages the resolution of lire League \vas carried oat. 


I am fully conscious that to-day tho Shaliidganj question is uppermost in the 
mind of every Mus.sjilmaa throughout India and there can be no doubt that the 
feeling and sentiment amongst them is genuiuo and sincere and there can be uo 
quesHon tbatihe doinulition of tho mosque has wounded deeply their religions sus- 
cepttbtlftieii. The average man feels that his mosque was ruthlessly and wantonly 
de8fn>ycd. It is to be regretted that a great corarauiiity like the Sikhs should have 
been carried -away and resorted to ruthless action of demolishing tho mosque in tue 
maajmr iMVliich they did. 

. At ‘the siimo time I realiso that certain individuals on both sides 

iieon ’a&rcsSive to each other and created a situation which has involved tiio i 

great odtnmnhitics into a position of irapiisse. 1 depluro the excesses 

both Aides and regret deeply the loss of lives of innocent members of botn 

<.*6mniiihtiio.s and deprecate resort to methods wliicli resulted in killing 

S iA viewed fiofii its tnio perspective is very easy of* solution if only w 

0 Aviiimuhitios >dll rbaliso moral obligation to each other a^l 

* -H ^ V '• aggi'essivo elemonts that inako tho 


ofijairiivie !,setjf l.Mnonf , 


ilUU VliMOL », * nn 

task more difficult for » 


Appeal .to lhd‘‘lead ‘rs of, the Sikh community to rise above ' the qivjstion of I 
I W ^mour propro.’ and t Advice the- Mussalmans, while recognizing 
Iju^.nnd -sharing their ruligipus suscoptibilitios which I have no doubt are bt-** 
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Iv wd deeply woonded, to realise that the way to settlement is not achlered by 
aictkhtioD from; one oommimity to the other. 

The GonncU of the All-Inciia Muslim Leafpie has already passed a resolution to 
which 1 would draw the attention of the delegates present here. It runs as. follows : 

•In view of^ the decision of the PUmab Premier, expressing his readinosa to- resign 
even if the majority of the Muslim Members give tneir verdict disapproving action 
foreshadowed in his recent pronouncement with egard to the Shahidgaoj queation, 
the Council realise that the main burden and r« •vonsibility rests with the Muslim 
representatives of the Punjab Legislature and thj public generally. The Council 
appreoiate that the gravity and the nature of the issues involved are present to the 
mind, of Sir Sikandar Hayct and his Government ; tho assurance given by him in his 
pronouncement of his making an earnest attempt to bring about an honourable 
settlement of the question is the best course in the opinion of the Counoih and in 
this, direction lies the way of restoring and securing a permanent peace and goodwill 
between tlie two great sister^ communities Muslims and Sikhs, whose moral lespon- 
siMlity to each other, whoso ini’orcst and tho weifurc, and tlio larger interest of the 
Province and the country demand that, with their great history, religion and tradi- 
tions behind them, they should riso above the verdicts of Judicial Tribunals and the 
decisions of legislatures and Government, and rise to tlio occasion and come to an 
honourable settlement of their own that failing such a desideratum of mutual agree- 
ment of the parties concerned, which will be most unfortunate, the Council note, with 
great satisfaction, the determination of the Punjab Government that it will not fail 
to explore and exhaust all constitutional avenues open to them to find a satisafotory 
and just solution of the problem to which. Council are glad, they ate already apply- 
ing themselves ; and that, while the final decisions as to^ tiio policy and tho line of 
action can only be decided by the All-lnJia Muslim League, tlio Council, in the 
meantime, are willing and ready to render all the assistance and help they can to- 
wards the solution of the matter.’’ 

It is now for you, ladles and gentlemen, to give your most [anxious consideration 
to this question ox Shahidganj and determine upon the policy and lice of action that 
may seem to you proper. 

There are Muslim League parties functioning inside the seven out of the eleven 
provinolal legislatures. The large majority of Muslim < members in all these seven 
provincial Assemblies belong to the Muslim League parties and the membership of 
those paries is increasing ovory day. Tho Muslim League contested with groat 
success a mimber of bye-lections to the Legislative Assemblies in various Piovinoes. 
TIlb Council of the League appointed a Committee to chalk out an economic social 
and educational programme for the Mussalmaus. Tho repot t of the Committee is 
being awaited with great interest. 

We greatly deplore the communal riots that have taken place in the United 
Piovincfs and other Provinces, It is being »|mblic!y stated by the Congress Ministers 
in these provinces that the responsibility for these xiots tests on tlio shoulders of 
tho Muslim Lenguo. It is most deplorable that a Minister of tho Government should 
make such loose and untrue statements. These allegations against the Muslim I^eaguo 
aie absolutely without any foundation and are being used as a blind against tho 
incapacity of the Congress GovernmeDt in those provinces to protect the lives and 
i)roporty’’of tho fieople of tho province. All sorts of malicious propaganda is being 
cat l ied out to discredit the Atusiim League. Bui, God willing, the Muslim League 
in spite of all this will go on getting stronger every day. 

A fow months ago the Muslim community was liko no man's land but to-day It 
has come into its own and there is no power oa earth that can now keep it dormant 
or Inactive. The Mussalmans have realised that their satvatiou lies In organizing 
themselvos under the banner of the Muslim League and once they are orgaoised 
they need fear no one. 

Numerous representations and complaints have reached tho central oflice of 
hardship, ill-treatment and injustice that is moted out to Mussalmans in the various 
Qoyernment Provinces, and particularly to those who were workers and members of 
the All-India Muslim League, and therefore the Council were obliged to appoint a 
special committee, under the chairoianship of Ilaja Sahib Mubonied Mehdi Saitib, 
to make all necessary inquiries and to take such stops as *may bo considered projier 
and to submit their report to tho Council aod the Prosideot. 

The CouQoil also decided anthoriaiog me as the President to take all seccssory 
steps to form a Muslim Loague parly in the Central Logislatore with power tq tho 
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pirtj 80 formed to coelesoe with aoy other party or firroop whose policy aoS pro* 
gramme is approximately the same as that of the All-1 odia Muslim Leag^ Iq 
pursuance of that resoiutiou 1 am glad to inform you that a Muslim League ypartv 
m the Central Legislature lu both the Houses has been formed and will fundtibn in 
the legislature under 'the supervision and control of the Counoil of the Aii-fpdia 
Muslim iLsague from the next session of the Central legislature. 

Although some of the pronouncements of the President and other leaders of the 
Congress at fiaripura - created an impression of a really genuine desire for the settle- 
ment of the Hindn-Muslim question— and in pursuance of that Mr. Gandhi and Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nebra have written to me and I have replied to those letters and the 
correspondenoe is going on— yet there is no slackening on the part of the Congress io 
the determination of their aet purpose to annihilate every other party and paruonlarly 
the AlMndia Mnslim Leagne. 

The Oooaresa attitude so far as can be summed up Is first that the Communal Award 
must go look, stock and barrel ; secondly, that there must be no separate electorates 
and thirdly that there must be no differential franchise, and if possible, there stbuld 
be no reservation of seats for any community. 

The result of this will be obvious, viz. that Mtissalmans will be wiped out from 
securing any adequate representation either in the legislatures or In the munlcl{>al, 
local and district ooards, as it happened io Bihar recently since the Governmeut have 
removed even the existeuoe of oommniative voting wl ich existed before they assumed 
office. 

The Congress resolutions about fundamenfal rights and declarations with regard to 
religion culture and language are nothing but paper resolutions. There is hot the 
slightest donbt that most aggressive attitude was taken up by the Congress Gov- 
ernment on the threshold of their assuming office and they endeavonred to impose the 
*B8ode Mataraih*’ song in 'the legislatures and after much bitterness .and opposition it 
has been dropped. They are pursuing a policy of making Hindi a compulsory taaguage, 
which must neoessariiy, if net completely, destroy, at any rate vitally iindermiue, me 

S pread of the development of Urdu, and what is worse still is that Hindi with its 
indu Sanskritons litevatnre and philosophy and Ideals will and must necessarily be 
forced epon the Muslim Children and students. 

In vsrioas parts of India serious diffioultles are put la the way of Muslims enjoy- 
ing liberty of observlt^; their religious Tights freely. It is one thing to make every 
high sounding declaration such as the Congress are in the habit of miking and the 
Working Committee repeating them, but it is another thing how to translate ifitun 
into notion, and so far the Congress are .preaching one thing and practisiug just the 
oontrary. 

The President of the Congress, Mr. Subhas Chandra Base , bavlug quoted tnese 
paper resolutions about ao-oalled protection of religion culture aud laaguage proceeded 
to state : 

^^Hie time is opportune ler renewing oar efforts for the final solutloa of the prob- 
lem. I believe I am voicing the feelings of all Congressmen when 1 sav that we are 
eager to do our very best to arrive at an agreed solutioa oonsisteut with the funda- 
mental principles of nationalism.'^ 

Here I wish he was speaking on behalf of all the Congressmen as he believed he 
was. It is no nse masquerading under the name of nationalism. Congress Is a Hindu 
body mainly. It is begging the whole question to say that wo are eager to do <mr 
very best to arrive at an agreed solution and qualify it by saying consistently with 
the fundamental principles of nationalism as it the Muslim League was opposed to 
the fundamental principles of natloualism. Muslims have made it clear more than 
once that besides the question of religion, culture, language and personal laws, there 
is another question equally of life aud death for them and that their future destiny 
and fate are dependent upon their securing definitely their political rights, their due 
share in the national life, the Government and the administration of the country. 

They will fight for it till the last ditch and all the dreams and notions of toe 
Hindu Kaj mast be abandoned. They will not be . submerged or dominated and they 
will not surrender so long as there is life in them. 

The Muslim Lec^ue claims the status of complete equality with the Congress or 
any other orgauisatioa and we have our problem to solve. We have under tiie 
prescat couditious to orgauise our people for building up Muslim masses for a better 
world and for their immediate uplift, social and economic, and we have to fori^|Ste 
plans of constructive and ameliorative charaoter which would give them immeuwe 
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relisf from the poverty and wretoliedoess from which they are safferiog more than 
aoy' other sections of the people in India. 

I welcome a policy of live and let live. I welcome an anderstonding in . matters 
economic and political. Bat we cannot* surrender, sabmerge or submit to the 
dictates or tbe^ ukase of the High Command of the Congress which is developing 
into a totaliiarian and aiithoiitative canons functioning under the name of the 
■Working Committee and aspiring to the position of a ‘‘shadow oahiuet'* of a 
future Republic. 

The Muslim League is not only carrying on a £^’ aggie for the Muslims but it 
maintains that all other important minorities must have the same sense of seourity 
and a place in the sun of India where they will enjoy the rights and privileges as 
free citizens and not be ground down by caste tyranny and caste rule. 

In my opinion, the Congress is making one of the greatest blunders by pursuing 
its present policy. The High Command of the Congress has no policy except oppor- 
tunism and arrogance and are utilising their organisation, because it happens to be 
the largest and most powerful to treat every other party with contempt and they 
imagine that they have already beoomo the rules of India. It is astounding that 
they believe that they have couquorei six provinces absolutely and in the sevontli 
they have a dominant, voice as the mijority in the coalition of the North West 
Froniter Province are Congressmen and they talk of drum beating and they believe 
that it won’t be very long before the rera lining four Provinces will fail before the 
conquering heroes of the High Cjmnaand of the Cougress. 

But to the Musalmans I say that;tii3y mist realise that there cannot beany 
honourable settlement between two parties when one claims to be superior to the other 
and has for its aim and object the domination and dictation of the other. Honourable 
settlement can only be achieve-i between equils and unless the two parties learn to 
respect and fear each other there is no solid ground for any settlement. 

Besides even if a settlement does come, unlos-s the Mussalmans are fully organised 
and have forged sanctions behind tliem as well as the solid and united backing be- 
hind them, the agreements, pacts or treaties can only be treated as a scrap of paper 
unless they can be enforced by power from behind which will see that the terms 
are carried onfc and maintained. 

Therefore, my appeal to the Alussalraans is ‘Don’t depend upon anybody. You 
must depend upon your own inherent, strength and the Mussulmans have not yot 
realised what power and strength tliey possess if they were properly mobilised as one 
solid people. We have to go through a groat deal of spado work aud suifering. Our 
oppoueuts will use all po.ssiblo mt^aiis^of suppiossiou. They may practice tyranuy 
aud may persecute us ; but I am coolideut that we shall emerge out of that ordeal 
better, stronger than we have ever been. 


Second Day— Calcutta— 18th April 1938 


Proceedings and Resolutions. 

The Loaguo mot for tho second day on the 18th. April and discussod and passed 
the following resolutions. , , „ ^ ... 

The Hon’ble Mr. hu>isain Imam (Bihar) moved the first resolution which ran : 


“This session of the All-lnlia Muslim League places on record its sense of apprecia- 
tion of the elforts of the lluq Ministry in Bengal and Saadnllah Ministry in Assam, 
pariicuUiIy for resisting the machinations of the Cougress to break through these 
fronts and appeals to every Mussalmau to accord whole-hearted support to the Minis- 
tries in Bengal and Assam.” 

In moving the resolution Mr. Imam deprecated disunity in Moslem _ ranks in the 
two provinces. For the first time in history the majority community m Bengal had 
got power into their haud.s, which their liiudu brethren could not tolerate because of 
their historic prejudice.s. Tlie Moslem League appealed to the Congress to come to 
the right path aud leave the tactics of dividing the Muslims. He asked those Muslim 
members who had left the Coaliiion Party to realise the real intention of the Congress 
and come back to the foil of the Moslem L»*ague. „ . .r 

Mr. Badai udzza (Bengal), Khan Bahadur Huji Rishid Ahmed of Do hi, Mr. 
Ashrafuddin Choudhury of Assam, fciyed Murtaza baiieb, m. i*- A. (Central), from 
Madras and Mr. Jaffar Ahmed (Bihar) suppoitcd tho resolution which was carried. 
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Shahidoanj Disptiti 

The main resolution of the present session regarding the KahMguaj dispute was 
moved Ohaudhury KhaKquzzaman^ H. l, a. (U. P.), Irfwaer or the Opposition 

in the tJ. P. Assembly. The resolution ran : . , 

^^While endorsing the resolution of the Gounoil of the All-India Moslem League 
passed at Delhi on March 30i 1938, this special session of the All-Ii>dia Moslem 
League in view of the fact that the Punjab Government has given an assurance to 
the effect that they were adopting every means for arriving at an honourable settle- 
ment of the Shahidganj problem assures them of its oo*operatioa and assistance 
in bringing abont the settlement, and appeals to the Mussalmans to create and 
maintain a peaceful atmosphere in order to facilitate that settlement/* 

In moving the resolution Mr. Khaliquzzaman said that the Shahidguni affair had 
ceased to be a mere provincial problem, but had assumed all India importance. Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan had assured the Moslem League to-day that he was trying his 
bmt to soWe the problem and he was ready to resign as soon as the Mosleins consi- 
der^ that his attitude on Shahidganj was not consistent with the League s decision. 
It was possible that the decision of the League with regard to this matter ra«ght not 
satisfy idl, but they were passing through a critical time and must proceed cautiously. 
They must, see to it that they did not give a handle to their enemies to put a check 
on the growth of the League. Political foresight demanded that they should give Sir 
Gikauder full opportunity to tackle the problem. There was no other 

Discussing the Civil Disobedience movement, he said that this method at the present 
stage would hamper Sir Sikander. The Moslems of India bad given Sir Sikander a 
chance to settle the problem and to threaten him at this stage with Civil Disobediencd 
was going to put him in a very embarrassing position. 

Prof. Enayetulla from the Punjab supporting the resolution said • thw the Maslims 
of the Punjab should give Sir Sikander an opportunity to settle the difncult problpm. 
There could be no peace in the Punjab until and unless the problem was honourably 
settled for the Moslems. He accused those who were carrying on Civil Disobedience to 
be the agents of the ingress and their movement was designed to wreck the Moslem 
community of the Punjab. It was the duty of the Maslims to see to it that the 
Ministry of Sir Sikander remained in power. Criticising the Cox^ress, he said that 
Pandit Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi when invited to mediate m Shahidganj dispute, 
had refused to invervene in the affair. , , ^ 

Mr. Rahihulla (U. P.) supporting the resolution said he believed that when the 
matter concerned the two great communities, Moslems and Sikhs, settlement would not 
be diflScult. Had they to deal with 'bania* Congress, it ^ would have been otherwise. 
Sir A, J3. Ohuznavi also supported the resolution which was carried. 

Punjab Pre3Iibr*8 Burden 

Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan then addressed the gathering. Speaking la Urdu 
he said that he was there to ezplain to them the problem on which they 
had given a sensible decision. lie assured the gathering that be 
the pain and distress which the Shahidgunj affair had given to the Moslems of India 
and he was no exception. It was not very easy to settle this problem. It required 
great foresight, patienoe and political wisdom to solve it. After his A® 

which a remrenoe had been made, the atmosphere in the l^niah had greatly improved. 
He conld tell them that the majority of the Maslims and Sikhs wanted 
eettlmnent Under the ciroumstances he was sure that it would be possible to arrive 
at a settlement. His position was very delicate, and ho could not 
lelBilIngs, bat he woiililiike to assure his moslem brothers that if his aetivities did n 
satisfy them, he would be resdy to resign. ^ ^ ^ xi. Toaime 

ProoeedkK, Sir Sikandar said that when Mr. JInnah organis^ the 
Punjab anTlengal did not at drst join him. Mr., Jinnah’s -le^ership 
beoanse two provinces where the Muslims were in majority did not join the mgue. 
It was naturally a chaHeuge to the Muslims of India. So he decided J® i xu-j 
support Accordingly he went to Simla and Lucknow and he tear 

t£^of ike Punjab and jBOTgal were behind him. No misunderstanding could tew 

iM to Bengal IfiialimB to work t®^***" “ 

doing in to. Pnnkb 80^ toiit 4 hey might not hoar the dwturbiM wpo^ of into« ^ 
atom tow iwiwr from tlaw to tuna. If toe Moelenu of Bewal wd Pu^ab 
wmM be msaatrons not onlf for too two prorinoea, but alio for other proTinoee e 
UUaa iwUomlini woidd alwMdbr. 
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CoNGBiss Qovsbnicenis Blimbo 

Jlir. Zuhur Akmed^ M.L.A^ then moved the following resolation s*-* 

^l%at this Bpeoial session of All India Moslem League views with alarm the large 
number of communal riots which are taking place in U. P., Bihar, C. P., Bombay and 
otlmr provinces resulting in the loss of life and property -of the Muspalmans* In the 
opinion , of the League, •Congress Oovernments have signally failed to discharge their 
primary duty of protecting the Muslim minorities in their provinces, and it deolares 
that if immediate steps are not taken to protect the Mussalmans by the Gouress Gov* 
ernments, the consequence to the country as a w^L.le will be disastrous. The League 
congratulates the Muslims in villages and towns c " patience and forbearance that 
they have shown during these {occurrences. This jueague calls upon the Provincial 
Leagues to collect all necessary information about all these incidents and submit their 
jeports to the Council of the All-India Muslim. League at an early date.'* 

Mr. Hussain Imam seconded the resolution. In putting the resolution to vote, Mr. 
Jinnah said that the Council had appointed a responsible committee to enquire into 
all allegations of ill-treatment in the Provinces in which the Mahomedans were in min- 
ority. When they reported, they would not allow themselves to rest content till they 
vindicated themselvea. The resolution was carried. 

Anti-Moslem Activities in Frontier 

Moved by Mr. Ziauddin and seconded by Mr. Aurangzsb (loader of the Opposition 
in the Frontier Assembly) the following resolution was passed 

‘^That this meeting of the All-India Moslem League calls upon the Mussalmans of 
India to take special steps to combat the Congress anti-Muslim activities in the Fron- 
tier Pfovinoe.” 

Uaulana Shauhat Alt, thanking the Reception Committee, said that the Moslem 
League was prepared for au honourableSsettlemeut with)the Congress for further pro- 
gress of the country but on condition that the Congress must have faith in the Lea- 
gue. When Moslems ware iu Congress it was really a national organisation, but it 
was now wondering Jew". If Congress wanted a settlement with the League, it 
must cease setting Muslim against Muslim. That game did not pay and sooner it 
was given up the better. 

Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq urged the assembly to take a solemn pledge to bring under 
the baouer of the League the entire Muslim population of India. 

Proceeding, Mr. Huq said that His Excelleacy the Viceroy the other day went 
out of his way and said that six provinces of India were now being administered by 
the Indian iTational Congress. His Ezcellenoy forgot for the moment that four 
provinces of India were being administered by non-Congress Ministries and that these 
provinces were determined not to allow the Congress to come into power there. He 
was not afrud of criticising it however high placed the authority might be. Only 
the other day His Excellenoy the Viceroy asked Mahatma Gandhi to see him before 
the former left for Simla, wliy Lord Linlithgow asked him to see him ? It was be- 
cause the question of Federation was hanging in the balance, and possibly His 
Ezcellenoy thought and his addressers also had told him that the solution lay with 
Mahatma Qandhi. ^^The solution", contioued Mr. Huq, **doeB not lie there. There are 
other parties to be consulted. His Excellency may not know, but let me inake it 
clear that no problem worth the name and connected with any question relating to 
the administration of India can be solved without reference to the All India Muslim 
League. The League is not yet properly organised, but yet ^ it is^ worth hundreds of 
Nauoual Congresses. Each and every one of the League is a lion and a tiger and 
ready to shed the last drop of his blood for the sake of Islam." 

Mr. Jf. A, Jinnah, in his conoluding speech, dilated upon various suggestions made 
at the Conferenoe. He said that time was not yet ripe to raise funds to meet the 
propaganda that was being made by the Congress in the Frontier, nor oould the 
League officially start a paper of its own. He held that the present session had been 
a wonderful session. He urged every Muslim to become member of the LeiKue. 

As regards Mr. Fazlul Huq's reference to the Viceroy's meeting with Mr. Gandhi. 
Mr. Jinnah said that time was coming when higher authorities than even H. E. the 
Viceroy would have to consult the League. He was sure that time was coming. He 
had absolute faith iu his people and knew that bis people would not fall him or the 
League. , . 

The session at this stage came to a oonolnsion. 



The All India Socialist Conference 


Fourth Session — Lahore — 12th & 13th ^ril 1938 

Amidst entlmslastio scenes the fourth session of the All-India Gdngress Socialist 
Conference opened at Lahore on the 12th April 1938 in a spacious panda! in the 
Municipal Gardens. 

Prominent amon^ those present were Srimati Kamalndevi Chattopadhaya, Afetsis 
NarMdra VeVy Ifeherally^ Jai Prakash Narain, Achyut Patwardhan^ Batliw(tlu\ 
Faridul Haq Ansari^ Hathee Singh^ Damodar Sart/p, Sajjad Zaheer^ and Asoll 
Biehta. 

Mr. M. R. Biaasani was unanimously elected President of the All-India ('‘ou^ress 
Socialist Party Conference at a meeting of the delegates held on the 12th. April at 
^jpat Rai Hal! and attended by rerneseniaiives from the sixteen Congress Provinces, 
Including Mr. Narendra Dev, Mr. Jai Prakash Naraiii and Mr. Massaui. A debate \ras 
held on the Kisan movement, Trade Union work and otJior allied subjects. At the con- 
clusion of the meeting. Mr. Massaui was taken in a procession which after parading 
the principal streets of the city, terminated outside the Mojr Gale, where the open 
Congress session was held. 

For the first time in the history of the Punjab the Congress Flag and the R-d 
Flag were hoisted side by side by Mr. Jai Iraknah Narain in the pandal of the 
Hooialist Conference. Explaining the reason why the two flags wero hoisted, Mr, 
Jaiprakash said that there was no difference between the two Hags. Their main object 
was to strengthen the fight for freedom. There used to ho differences among them 
over the (lag, but gradually they had understood that the fight for freedom should hH 
fought under one flag and that was the Congress Flag The Socialist Party dccidid 

to respect the Congress Flag also. He repudiated the allegation that they did not 

respect the Congress Flag and said that, as a matter of fact, they w^ere fighting the 

battle for freedom under the Congress Flag and under the Red Flag they weio 

spreading Socialism. 

The Weleome Address 

Mr. Munshi Ahmed Din^ Chairman of the Reception Committee, in his address 
reviewed the work done by the Socialist Party in tho Puniab lust year and pointed 
out the various obstacles *in the way of the growth of the Socialist movement in 
the Province. He said the Party hail been able to enrol 75,000 kisans as members 
of kisan sabhas and had formed trade unions in ten districts last year. Referring 
to the Shahidgunj question Mr. Alim^td Diu said it had titkon an acute form iu tho 
Punjab and spread to the Frontier Province, where several murders of innoi'ent 
persons have been committed. This question has also proved a hindrance in Die 
work of the party, which worked fur the eradication of communalism from the 
province. 

The Presidential Address 

In the OQiirse of his presidential address, Mr. Bf, R Missofii described the 
object of revolutionary socialism and .said : — 

“Essentially, what do we, Revolutionary Socialists, whether in India or ahioah 
stand for V From all the various policies and tenets that go under the nanic id 
Socialism, 1 would pick out the abolition of private property ami the evolution of 
a classless society as of tho essence of socialism. 1 would say that the basie conceit- 
tioijs nuderlyiug our creed are those of Equality and Libeity. Nothing is Socialism 
that does not insist on tho abolition of private ownersliip of the iostrumeufs of 
production, distribution and exchange and the building up of a classless society, 
rfothing c.*in be S»cialism which is a bnegation of equality or liberty. It is necessai v 
to emphasise this becauso it is these tests which differentiate genuine bocialism 
from bastard Socialism of the Nationalist Sucial (Nazi) and other spurious brands. 
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wiHhla »^^o'*****i- I!®*® .«J*S 8 'e 8 nnrtonbtuilly furnish ns with 

*?!?*•!? application of our principlos. Nothing is raoro natural than 

that we shoald hark back to the teachings of Marx and Lenin in bammpring oat our 

?hl i**!* during the dark* ynara of 

the WBt War wbm the Socialist leaders forgot their mission and asked the workers 
to light to Dake the world safe for democracy.* At the same time, nothing 
cw be more disutroas than to decide issues not by what our reason dictates in 
oircumsmnoes but by what so-and-so in tliis^or-that year. 

Some of us distinguish our “Scientific* Socv*'sm from what We call with mis- 
placed cooteropt 'Sentimental* Socialism The it*'’ choice to-day seems to me to 
be between Scienhfic Socialism and Dogmatic or Anthoritarian Socialism. To pat it 
another way, we have to prevent Socialism from being made into a dogma, almost a 
religion. Lenin rightly declared that religion was the opium of the people. He was 
not thinking of Christianity alone. And his words would certainly apply to Socialism 
or Communism, if we allowed Socialism or Communism to dogonuraie into a religion. 

“There are grave dangers of this hanpening. B’ifore our eyes we have seen the 
growth of a spirit of dogmatism and Intolerance which is chafacteristio of adherents 
of organised religions. In the Marxist fold to-day, we have the orthodox and the 
heretics. At a certain stage in the history of the Roman GathoHo churcih there 

were two rival Popes, one at Rome and the other at Avignon. We see a similar 

situation in the Marxist world to-day. Rakovsky, when ho was Soviet Ambassador 
in Paris, announced proudly : ‘We Bolsheviks are a congregation. We obey.* To my 
mind, the Socialist movement loses its soul, ceases to be that dynamic force which 
is to overthrow kingdoms and systems of society in the interest of the masses of 
the people on the day on which becomes an organised religion, with its Pppes, its 

(Urdinals and its Jesuits, its Censor and its Index. Rather we want sometahig of* 

the iconoclastic mentality of Pandit Motiial Nehru who,- when somebody remarked in 
the debates on the Sards Bill that the Sastras enjoined chid marriage, declared 
w-athfnlly : *ln that case, so much the worse for the ^tras 1 ** 

Referring to India and speaking on the part Indians have played In this Revpl^lon, 
Mr. Masani said : “India, before it can determine the social and economic syst^to 
which it shall adhere, has first to win the pre-reqnisite of political power. India u>-day 
is a country not only still subject to economic exploitation at the hands of British 
cupirali.st class, but also directly ruled by the British Qoveremeot. I say directly beoapse, 
alt hough attempts are made to create illusions in the minds of our people by taking into 
junior partnership groups of Indians and mrking them do the dirty work of Imperial- 
ism. the veneer is pretty thin and it is not diffioult to see the reality which- is so 
till illy veiled by provincial or fiscal ‘autonomy.* The task of the Indian people la 
clearly the wresting of political power from foreign hands i ito its own. Ouis is the 
task of achieving national independence and of setting up a democratic Indian State. 
It is this that makes Indian Socialists also ardent nationafists. 

‘*I am. both an antirlmperialist and a Socialist, wrote Bam Manobor Lohia recently. 
‘It is neew^sary for roe to proclaim my two faiths separately^ for now-a-daya there 
aic Socialists who a e suppressiug the struggle against Imperialism.' 

“There cannot be for the Indian people, and therefore 'for the Indian Socialist^ 
any elfective part to play in the international scene until first the people of ^ India 
have terminated the system of foreign rule, until India has bocome a sabjeot of 
irjioriuitional relations. Nor can there be any question of building up Socialism in 
India until first the national revolution has been accomplished. At the Sftpin time, 
there is great need for a Socialist approach^ and for the application of DOCiaiiBt 

“stKiialism comes in here and now, said Jahawarlal Nehru at Faizpur. to help us 
to undersiacd our problems and point oat the path to its solution and to tell ns the 
real content of the Swaraj to come. 

‘ When wo look back at the course of our national development and wan its 
history for the past fifty years, we find that since the birth of the Indian National 
Cimgross in 1885 the struggle of the Indian people 

and forms. From generation to generation the movement hu ebang^ ite leadership ud 
its policy and has developed from kwing the 

of educated people so confemptuoualy to 

being the ormin of the toiling masses of the people wbroh has 7 

raise its head in direct action straggles against the firmly e^ren^ad Bri^h Ibj. 

development, nnother tandanoy abn* shnpa pwtieohrly 
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since the last World War, in the form of nascent working class movement (which 
expresses itself in strikos by the workers sgaicst exploitation, whether by Briti^ 
or Indian capitalists ; and in our own times we see the phenomenal rise of a peasant 
movement which has been tho most strikiug^ development of the past few years. 

“When we formed our party in 1934, wo felt fas we feel now, that these two 
revolutionary forces of pure nationalism and of economic revolt against exploitation 
had to be brought together and harnessed in a common endeavour. Our Party, 
which was appropriately enough born in prison, arose out of the experiences of 
tho Civil Disobedience movements of 1030 and J03S and it is important to remember 
the background* against which it came into existence in October 1034. It emerged 
at a time when the national forces had suffered a great reveree and appeared to be 
retreating in disorder under tJie fierce blows of iirtense repression by the British 
Oovernmeot. The first task of the Party was to stem that tide. How was this to 
be achieved ? On the one side the existing leadership of the Congress, defeated in 
the Civil Disobedience movement, was thinking more and more in terms of constitu- 
tional agitation and opposition,— a tendency which was taking shape in the Swaraj 
Party. Most of its leaders had very little time to interest themselves in the economic 
struggles of the peasantry or the workers and completely failed to realise the 
importance of organising these classes and mobilising them for active participation 
in the national struggle. On the other hand, the Communist leaders of the small 
Trade Union Movement showed an equal Jack of political realism. Tliey were so 
absorbed in their desire to set up Soviets in this country that they almost forgot 
(hat the British Government had still to be overthrown I So they directed the 
greater part of their attack on the C3ougress which they characterised as the Party 
of tho bonrgoisie, quite failing to realise (hat for a subject people, nationalism is 
not a reactionary, W a democratic and revointionary force.” 

Proceeding the speaker said : ^'Our Party's fight has therefore from the start been 
on two fronts,— calling for a new orientation both in the national and the labour 
movements. It was only natnral that the initiative in this task fell to those who 
wore convinced Socialists and who at the .same time had taken part in the national 
struggle. It is this close relationship with the national movement that is represented 
by the name w'hich our party bears. Contrary to the cavilling criticism of certain 
people who felt that there was something strange in this jnst a position of ^CoDgreB.s' 
nod ^Socialist' that combination has boon, in fact, a real scarce of the .soccess of 
the party and of its strength. 

*A SociaHst Party in India to-day has two fundamental tasks,— first to help the 
building np of a powerful national front against BritLsh Imperialism : and secoiwiiy, to 
spread tho ideas of Socialism in India and prepare the ground for its introduction 
once political power has been securod. To what extent has the Congress Socialist 
Party been able to perform those tasks ? 

*^lt has been said not without good cause that it was tho formation of our Party 
that put Socialism, till then a subject for academic discussion, on tho political 
map of India. W’‘heu wo look back and review tho back|!round of defeat 

and douioralizaiion againgst which the party took shape in 193<1 we are 
able to realise how much has been achieved in the direction of radicalising 

the Congress and evolving a newer nationalism. Within a year of its birtb, 
the party was able to stem tho tide and to take the ofTensivo in bringing about 

greater militancy in the Congress and in turning its thoughts in the airecrion of 

mass organisution and mass action. The return of Jawaharlal Nehru to the field and 
his election as (Congress President for two successive terms was, of course, a factor 
whoso importance cannot be over-estimated. Neither Jawaliarlal nor tho Congress 
Bociaiists hnvo, however, attempted to persuade the Congress to adopt Socialism as 
its cret'd. The Congress is and must rematii prcdomiuunUy nationalist in sentiment 
and character so l<»ng as wo are under the foreign yoke and have to fight for our 
freedom. Tho Congress is tho weapon which tho Jndi'in people have forged through 
fifty years of struggle. It is the People s Fiont in Iiitlia nud wo have all to play our 
Pwt HI sharpcru’ug that wea^ion and using it so that it aehievo its historic purpose. 

^^NaturAlly, we Socialists cannot feel quite satisfied with, tin? present policies or 
luentaliiy of tiio Congross leadership. Though wo have Suhha.s Chandra Bose, 
a Socialist, as riesident of tho Congress, the leadership of the Congress is predemi- 
naotly oC a diffc*reut complexion. We have, whenever wo ftdt the necessity, given 
stem opposition to the Right Wing leadership of tho Congress on such important 
issues as the wrecking of the new Consiltation, refusal to accept Ministerial 
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^resistance to war, support to the States* Peoples, the organisation of peasants and 
workers and on the methods of preventing the Federation from coming into existence, 
ri we nave been defeated on many of these issnes, but who can deny 

that the policies P^.tho Congress have for the past two or three years shown the 
impress of Socialist hands? For in spite of strong opposition from the present 
madership we have been able to rally round us larger and larger numbers of 
Oongressmen. This is largely due to the correctness of our policies as also to the 
fact that we are looked upon aa Congress workers with a record of service and 
saorinoe m the strngle. 

‘•Since we mot last at Faizpur an importan . oange has come over the political 
Mene with the formation of Congress Cabinets in seven out of the eleven Indian 
Provinces. This was a development which the Congress resolved upon in spite of 
our efforts. It has created for Congress Socialists a most difficult position. On the 
one han<l there has been the strongest desire on our part to make this experiment, 
now that it has been lannchod upon, a success. On the other hand there has been 
an equally strong urge to oiiticise acta and utterances at variance with Congress 
policy. This is a situation which calls for the greatest discipline and control on 
our side. Some of our Congress Ministers and leaders have felt that we have not 
always been as restrained as we should have been in onr comments on the work 
of the Congress Ministries. 1 do not know how far this feeling is justified. But T 
think I can say on behalf of all members of the party that if they have said thi‘itj;s 
which have been found unpalatable by the ministerial wing of the Congress, they 
have said them out of a sense of duty to the organisation and to the movement as a 
whole. 

“Some reoent self-criticism on our part In this connection has been misunderstood 
and misconstructed in certain sections of the Press as repentence and recantation. 
Let me make it clear that I for one feel our policy iu this and other respects have 
been a sound one and that there is nothing for us to repent for or to recant. 

“We have acted always in the best interests of the Congress as we have seen it 
We Congress Sooialists had onr birth in the Congress and were baptised in its 
Btmggles. At Haripura, we demonstrated onr instinqtivo loyaltv to the Congress and 
our keenness on the nation speaking with one voice in a time of crisis. 


“Within the Congress our Party has funotioned as a rallving point for all radical 
elements. We have been the champions of the peasants and the workers* organisa- 
tions and of the peoples of the Indian States. If to-day the latter feel that the 
Congress at Haripura has sent them into the wilderness and has left them to fi^'ht 
their battles alone we hold out our hands to them to renew that solidarity which 
binds the people of India, whether in so-called British India or Indian India. 


“We shall labour for the rights and demands of onr peasantry and workiog-olass. 
As a Socialist Party we are a Party of the working-class and it is but natural that 
we should wield influence in the Trade Union Congress which has been the central 
organisation of the more militant section of the Indian working-class. In that 
sphere onr influence has always been exercised in the direction of unity. MTe 
contributed to the dissolution of the T. U. 0. and its merger in the All-India Ti*ade 
Union Congress and from here wo shall repair to Nag>nr to see the final union 
between the Trade Union Congress and the Trade Union Fedoration and the bnildtog 
up of a single Trade Union centre in India. It is a matter of pride for us to reoali 
that it was at a previous Cooferenoe of our party in Meerut that the Peasant 
Movement in India took organised shape and if to-day tbo All India Eisao Babha 
raises its head among the mass organisations in this country, wo may take legitimate 
pride and joy in seeing one of our dreams come true. .... - ^ . 

“The Congress flooialist Party has ever exercised a unifying mfluonoe. Oar Party 
not only contributed to bring about unity in the Trade Union Movement, but it has 
also in a bigger way bronght about greater harmony between that movement and the 
bigger national movement. Onr weight in the peasant unions has flwavs been in the 
direction of mainUining harmonious working between them and tho Indian National 
Congress. Even in the direction of Socialist unity we have been pipnoors.** ^ 

In conclusion Mr. Jlfasam said :-Tlio Congress Socialist Party is a Revolutionary 
Socialist Party. As such, it is a party which must act as a homogoneons team, its 
mmnbers thinking the same way, spealcing with one voice. Such a party mast develop 


SMiaiist I^rty is not a platform for united 


The anti-imporialist united front 
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is in the Congress. The Congress Socialist Party is not a mass party. The mass 
organisation is the Indian Nation. The Congress Socialist Party is and must be 
a determined group of oonscions Socialist who will act as a compact 
party and guide the bigger movement and the mass organisation. It must have 
Its face turned to the masses in the Congress, to the Kissan Sabhas and 
to the Trade Unions. It cannot do so if it spends most of its time looking within 
trying to resolve its internal oonfliots and contradictious. That way lies the dismem- 
berment and disruption of the Party. Our party has supplied an independent initia- 
tive in Indian politics. Among other things, it has acted as a corrective to mistaken 
policies and tendencies. If unfortunately that initiative were to disappear, the old 
disastrous rifts and sectarianism would again become manifest.” 

Second Day— Lahore 13th. April 1938 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

The second day's session of the Conferenoe commenced on flie next day, the 13th. 
April, Mr. AT. R, Maaaai was in the chair. The pandal was overcrowded with 
delegates and visitors. 

At the outset, a resolution protesting against the action of the Punjab Government 
in serving notice on Shrimati Satyavati was passed. 

Shrimati Satyavati next moved a resolution pa 3 iDg tributes to the martyrs of 
Jallianwalla Bagh tragedy. The re.solution was passed without any disciissiou. 

A resolution moved by Mr. Ymuf Meharali^ assuring the Conference’s suppoit 
to the peasants of Maosa State in their struggle against repression by tho State 
authority, was also passed. 

FxoxRAnoN Opposed 

Mr. Achyut Patwardhan then moved bis resolution on Federation, expressing the 
party's opposition to it and to fight against its imposition by utilising their control 
of provincial administration to strengthen the struggle outside by developing the 
Congress and other organisations, and to organise and support every struggle cf 
the Indian States' people for democratio rights and against inhuman econom’o 
conditions, thus making the States' peoples' movement an organic part of the Indian 
people’s fight against imperialism. 

Moving tbe resolution, Mr. Achyut Patwardhan said that every political party 
in tbe country was opposed to Federation as adumbrated in the Ooveinment of 
India Act. He said that they should take tbe advantage of the Congress Ministries 
in the country for combating the Federation. The masses should be prepared for 
wrecking tbe Federation. The co-operation of' all provinces in combatiog tbe 
Federation was badly required. The time was sobn ooming when there would bo 
a conflict between the Government and the people of this country on the question 
of Federation and iu that stioggle not only British Indians would take part but 
peoples of the States would also have to join. 

Suggesting that they should emphasise in all their propaganda the positive 
demands for a Constituent Assembly as an expression of the Indian people s right 
of self-determination, the resolution added that in the event of any attempt to impose 
Federation in the face of their continued opposition they should prepare the country 
for a nation wide mass straggle iuoludiog a no-tax and no-rent campaign and a 
general strike on a national scale. 

The resolution, which was suppoited by Dr, Ahmed, was adopted nnanimously. 

After the afloption of Mr. Patwardhan* a resolution, tho Hon'ble Mr. Jahardaa^ a 
member of the delegation from East Africa, who attended the Conference, assured 
full support to the Congress Socialist movement on behalf of Indians in East Africa. 

Work of Comorisb Ministries 

Mr. Yuauf Meherally next moved a resolntioo expressing appreciation of the 
work so far done by the Congress Ministries in fulfilment of the eleotion pledges of 
the Congress. Tbe resolution appreciated that the Congress acted with firmoess m 
resisting the interference of the Oovernor-General in the day-to-day administration 
of the provinces of U. P. and Bihar and that in implementing the Corigress pro- 
gramme it did not shrink from bringing abont ministerial crisis on the issue or 
release of politioal prisoners. The OongreRS has thus justified the oonfldenoe repose 
la it ^ the Indian people, wlio registered their votes in its favour at tbe Jaw 



—18 AFL. ’38] PBQCEEDINQ8 k RfiSOLUCIONS 8MI 

moral eleotion. Its triamph in this constitutional straggle has further ooBSoHdaM 
1 ® •jd raised its prestige and status abroad. 

... resolution adds a note of warning that onses are implicit in the new.oons- 
titntion and are bound to TMur. The attempt to impose the Federal soheme In the 
teeth of umrersal opposition is yet another proof of the fact that imperialism is 
preparing for a fight It should Also serve as a warning against the alarming 
which IS evident in certain quarters fo settle down to oonstitiitiotudism. 

The resolution declares that any constitutional « crisis can be successfully met only 
^ 1 ? ^ovoloping Ae strength of the people for r'^pelling the attack of imperialism ana 
that this stren^h pan be generate oilly by reinforcing parliamentary ^acHvilhM ' by 
propai?an^ and agitation among the masses and by strengthening their otganiaation 
and developing their struggle. 

The resolution oonoludes saying that though the Oongress Socialist Party wm 
opposed to acceptance of office and still -holds to that view, and thongh It hdlevea 
in the necessity of vigilenoe and criticism^ :it not only does not intend 'to embanss 
or create diffioulties for the Congress Ministries bnt desires to strengthen them and 
to help them in carrying cat .the Oongress election manifesto. 

Mr. Baja Bam Shagiri snpported the resolntion .which was nnanlmonsly oarHed. 

Another molntion condemning the “repiessive policy in the Pnnjab and Beagdl" 
and sending greetings to the .political prisoners in jails was also passed. 


CoianmAL Brovs 

Mr. Fareidul Bug Ansari^ In a resoiation on oommana! dfetnabanoee, egpreiiad 
the opinion that they were incited by reacthmaiy elements who ior iheir 'personal mr 
class intereste wanted to weaken the bold of the Oongress, and to discredit the 
Oongress Ministries and thus strengthen impedalism. 

In order to make suoh oocarrenoes impcsible in iatme!, the resolntion cMIs upon 
the Oongress -Socialist hranohes : 

uphold the rights of the minorities and to oome for ward as defenders of oaU 
tural, lioguistio and religious lights of the miuoritieB. 

emphasise the essential identity of eooaomfo and poHfthttl interest of the tnaases 
of all communities, and as an effective safeguard against oemmnnal unrest fo draw 
them in large numbers into the Congress and Milan Sabhas nod Iivde IhiiioBS, and 
to work for the organisation of a volunteer corps under the aasjpioes of -the OongreM 
in every locality mich wonld take upon Itseli the task ef malntaiaing oommusal 
peace and harmony.” 

A resolntion felicitating the A. 1. T. U. C. and the N. T. U. F. on the eve of 
their bistorio joint meeting to achieve organisational unity, was nnaaimonsly adopted. 

Bah or Coidcuhistb 

Another resolution protesting against the continuance of the ban on the Comm- 
niet party of India, and declaring that it was an infringement of the oiementarj 
civil liberties and of the rights of free enpression of opinion and anooialion, and 
appealing to the Congress Ministries in the varions ^ provinces to join In the effort 
to have the ban removed, was passed without disonssion. 


iHTERHAnOHAL SUXTATXOH 

Mr. B. if. Lohia neat moved a comprehensive resolntion. It drawe attenffon to 
the Fascist and Imperialist attack on Socialism and democracy of the industrial ooua- 
triea and on national freedom in the colonies. It states that the United SooiaUat 
Soviet: Bepublio of Russia are the only major power working for the world freedom 
and peace, and regards the foreign policy of Great Britain as pro-FasoIst and as 

conraging the forces of reaction and war. ^ ^ ^ , a. 

The resolution farther records the belief that the nnited struggle of the worid 

Sooialist and Democratic forces alone can meet the Fascist and Imperialist attaoka. 

Warm wishes to the brave defenders of freedom and democracy, in particular, . to the 
National Government of China and the Popular front of Spain are expressed had sop- 
port to the U. 8. S. R is assared 


event when they will refuse supplies of men and money to British empin 
it to achieve inaenendenoB. 

Ur. 8yei Zakir inpportad the rMoletion. The raeolotlon «u passed. 
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Third Day— Lahore— 14tb April 1938 

SOOXALIST InFLUINOB 

Hie olaim that the policy of the Congress Socialist party had materially influenoed 
the national movement, the Trade Union front, Kisan organisation and other fields in 
which the party was working, was made by Mr. M. ifaraitf, the President 
in hia oonolnding sp^eech at a private meeting of the delegates held on the I4ih. 
ikpett at Lajpatnd Hall. 

The meeting disonssed the work done by the party in different provinces as also 
their difficulties at different oentres. Suggestions were made for making their work 
more effective. 

The constitution was so amended as to increase the number of members of the 
Executive Committee from 12 to 17, the present practice of having five supplementary 
members being dropped. 

Mr. ifosam nest announced in the open session that the following gentlemen will 
constitute the National Executive' of the All-India Congress Socialist party for the 
ensuing year:— 

General Secretary, Jai Prakash Narain ; Joint Secretaries, Messrs. M. R Masani, 
E. M. Namboodiripad, Dinkar Mehta, Yusuf Meherally. 

Members : Munshi Ahmed Din, Sbri Eamaladevi, Aoharya Narendra Dev, Achyut 
Faiwardhan, R. M. Lohia, Sivanath Banerjee, Ounada Mazumbar, Satyavati Devi, 
Aaoka Mehta, Kamalashankar Pandya, Damodar Swamp Seth, Sajjad Zaheer. 

Snbatitnte Members : J. Q. Gore, Mubarak Sagar^ Mr. Z. A. Ahmed, 8. B. Batli- 
wala, B. P. L. Bedi. 


The A. I. Political SuHerera* Conference 

Second Setsian— Hariporn— 20lli Febntary 1938 

A demand for the immediate and unoonditional release of all detenns, States* 
prfaonera and ether political prisoners and for the ropeid of all repressive laws, was 
made by various speakers at the second session of AH India Political Prisaners’ Con- 
ference held in the Subjects Committee pandal of the Indian National Congress at 
Faizpnr on the 20 Fdbmavy t038 immediately after the dispersal of the Subjects 
Coasmittee meeting. 

Mr. Saraf Chandra B<ae, the Oppoaition Leader in the Bengal Assembly, who 
preri^f detailed the work done since their last Conference in Delhi in March last. 
He said that they had achieved much, but had to achieve much more. In Orissa 
and the Central Provinces the Ministries had effected the release of all political 

S iaonea and detenns, which Mr. Bose srid, was a matter of great satiafaction to them. 

e paid farther tributes to the Ministries in the C. P. and Orissa, the foimer for 
releasing perf^os who had been convicted in cases arising out of oommuosl riots in 
the G. P» a8''%ril, and the latter for repealing the Bihar and Orissa Emergenov 
Fewers Aot» 

The other Oongreae ministries has also been proceeding in that dlreptlon, he said 
•ad raierred.to the recent crisis that had arisen in Bihar and the U. P. 

foldatning the object of the confei enee, Mr. Bose said that they wanted to draw 
the attention of the anthorities to their demand for the immediate release of all 

S litichl prisoners and the rsiioal of all repressive laws. Referring to the argument 
it the release of such prisoners would endanger public peace, Mr. Bose said that 
the relearn in Orissa and C. P. bad not produced any undesirable effect and in the 
U. P« as well the situation was well under control. Mr. Bose charactetised fne 
atttMe of the Bengal Oovemment towards political prisoners as that of meeting 
violence with violence, and said that the Governments of Bengal and Punjab actea 
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In the name of law and order only to whitewash their repressiYe poUcy. Ho aimealed 
to all nationalist minded people in India to strengthen the hands ox the Oongreaa 
Governments for seonring the early release of political prisoners and for the repeal 
of all repressive laws. The speaker was sure that even the Bengal Oovernment 
would he oompelled to accede to the demands of Congressmen in Bengal if it was 


political opinions the fact remained that theii motive was right and ge^ine, and 
therefore, to keep them in iails even after the situation ia the country nad changed 
would be an act of vindictiveness. 


Mr. Mohnn Lai Saxena^ addressing the gathering, said that politioal prisoners 
should not resort to huogor-strike before oonsultiog their Central organisation and 
the Congress, as they had now decided to be guided by Congress in their agitation 
and as Mahatma Gandhi was seriously trying for securing their early release. 

Concluding Mr. Sazeoa appealed for generous public cou&ibutious to help the 
distressed and disabled ez-political prisoners and their families. 


Mr. Bankim Chandra Bfidcherji (Bengal) speaking of the recent ministerial exma 
in the two Congress provinces, said that apparently the cause was the question of 
prisoners, but he believed that the underlying cause was the pro-tenant policy of 
the Ministries which was uodermlning imperialism at its very base. Mr. Mukberji 
said that thev should oollejt funds not only to ameliorate the condition of politioal 
prisoners and their families but also to evolve an organisation thro^h which a mass 
movement could be created in order to compel the unwilling British imperialism to 
release all political prisoners and grant their fundamental democratio rights, including 
living conditions for the masses. He added that it was essential that they 
should strive to weau over the masses from commnnalism if they ever oontemplated 
to force the hands of the Government of Bengal and the Punjab who, he said, 
were in a majority because of the ezistenoe of oommunaliBm in those provinces. 


Pro/. Banga^ who occupied the chair in the absence of Mr. Bose during the later 
part of the conference, remarked that it was a great day for them when the 
National Congress had anequivooally declared that it stood for the unconditional 
release of all politioal prisoners all over the country. He said that it might bo that 
due to the resignaiioa of the Miuistries in Bihar and the U. P. peasants in those 
provinces would suffer a little, but they must remember that no cost was too high 
for the Civil Liberties of the people, for which and ivhioh alone the Congress 
Ministries of those provinces had resigned. 


Reboltjtionb 


The Conference passed four resolutions unanimously, one congratulating the XJ. P: 
and Bihar Miuistries on the bold step they had taken on the issue of the release of 
politioal prisoners and condemning the action of the Governor-General in interfering 
in the Ministers’ work, another nailing upon all DOB-CbDgress ^ Governments to comply 
with public demand for the early release of political prisoners ; the third calling 
upon the Madras Goverament to release all those who bad been convicted in l^ras 
courts and were now detained in other provincial jails; and the last appaaiiM to 
the nation to observe March 23 (the day on which Bhagat Singh was hanged> as 
the All- India Political Prisoners’ Day. 


Before the Conference dispersed, Mr. Nikarendu Majumdar. Labour M. L. A. 
informed the audience that recentty sixty potitical prisoners had gMS on jdriko m 


PrisoQors’ Day a success as a mn k of their sympathy for the prwoners, 




The Bengal Provincial Conference 

36Ui Session — Bhhnupur — ^29th January 1938 

The WeleoBe Adihrete 

The thirty-sixth annoal session of the Bengal Provincial Conferenoe oommenoed 
at Bidiaapitr on the 29th Jemiary 1938, Mr. Jatindra Mohan Roy presiding. 

About ei|^t thonsand people attended the Conference. Nearly 500 delegates 
roprnoonting all districts attended. Prominent Congress leaders and workers noticed 
on the dais inolnded Mr. Sabhas. Chandra Bose, Mr. M. N. Roy, Dr. Snresh 
Ch andr a Banerjee, Prol Nripen Banerjee Dr. Prafulla Ghosh, Dr. Nsiinahshya 
Banyal, Ifr. Sibnath Banerjee, Knmar Debendralal Khan and Mr. Eanud 
Krishna Boy. 

Before the proceedings oommenoed the ^*Bandem atsran” in the form recommended 
hj the vWorking Committee was sung. As the last strain of the song died away. 
Mr.fioiiha QcSinda Roy, Chairman of the Reception Committee, rose amidst cheers to 
deliver his address. Bj fioy, in the course of his address, referred to the glorions past 
Of Mallabhnm. After dilating on the pitiable oondition of the country in general and 
viUsgSB in partionlar, he stressed the acuteness of the unemployment problem. 
He eaid that either me zemindery system should be abolished or the zeminder 
ahonld be .made to live in vUiaaes and spend the greater part of his earnings from 
huid on the improvement of villages. Referring to the peasant movement in which 
some Congreesmen interested themselves, the speaker urged that the movement 
ihm^ he oondncted in conformity with the Congress programme and not in direct 
oonfliol with It. He urged .ior carrying on a wearing;, and tearing oa^aign for the 
lelssam of prisoners who 'wexa confined ior their polities] notirities. Tnere could be 
no greater oppression, he said than keeping men in detention without trial. 

Bdferring io ^Saademstamm*’ he eaid that the All-India 'Congress Committee had 
deeply hurt the feelings of Bengalis by deciding to olip the song. 

if they had to fight against British Imperiuism, they must strengthen Congress 
In afl possible ways. For this, both Hindu and Mahomodan oommunlties must unite 
and pull their combined weight fie then invited 8j. Jatindra Mohan Boy to take 
the cmaiz. 


In the oonrae of hla preaidential address, Bj. Jatindra Mohan Boy said : — 

The Ooogreas was the fonntain head of all healthy aorivities in the country, 
tilt emfaodimeut of her purest tiopes and aspirations. The number of workers 
was limited, bat they had no flower strewn path to tread ; having to face on the 
one hand bareanoratie repression, on the ether the oa'llous indiffereaoe of the sooietj 
to ttuo servioa of which they had devoted themselves. Ihose who died in the fulness 
of years, having aohievea something in Uiis world in the midst of their friends 
and relarives had some consolation when death overtook them. Even those 
who spnrned lame chose their sphere of work within the narraw confines of the 
vlliag«h life, away from pnblic gaze and died surely and inevitably of poverty and 
privations prematurely, had some faint consolation, when they breathed their last— 
lor they dira freemen. But what of those who driven to despair by the shadowing 
of police spies even when out of jail, bad committed suicide or of those who had 
died while imprisoned without trial or made tboir exit with all promises unfulfilled 
being nnable to bear the strain of an absconder's life. No words of condolence 
uttered in a public meeting could pay adequate tribute to their memory. 

The object of all these people was to rescue the country from the abject state in 
which she had fallen. In this country overy year 313 people out of a thousand died of 
malaria, beoanse 600 out of a thousaod could not have two full meals a day. In the 
whole country on an average a man could consume only 26 totals of food and gram 
per day. After the War the Indian peasant produced Bs. 22 worth of crop per head 
per annum. Ooe-fenrth of it went to moot taxes, rent, interest and another one* 
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fbnrth was required to meet the expenses of prodaotion and of the remaining Rs* 11, 
his month ly share was only 14 annas 8 pies, oat of which be most feed and clothe 
himself. When the state of the country was such every year 73 orores of rupees 
was drained out of India to England, which constituted the income of the peasantry 
for two months. In a peasant family there were six people on an average. The 
total burden of rent on these six people was Rs. 187 or Rs. 31 per head. 

The population of the country during the lasc 25 years had increased at the rate 
of 200 per thousand. Except in some negligible ( d>^s of a few towns everywhere 
poor ignorant people were multiplying themselves thoughtlessly at a rapid space. 
Even the intelligent of those people had no oompunotion to prooreate off-spring for 
whom they oould not even supply the bare necessities of life. These people had to 
depend for their sustenance on an oid and archaic system of cultivation of the land. 
What endless strifes these lands gave rise to ! What a prolific source of litigation, 
feuds in village politics they were, in the pursuit of which how oUen caste and 
communal labels were out across ! The ties of caste or community came into evidence 
when one was given in marriage or ooe had to be cremated or buried. But real 
attachment or regard for religion was seldom met with. Very few showed the simple 
sense of right and wrong or led a truely religious life. As regards the bounds of 
knowledge of the average man of the country, not to speak of women, even 99 pet 
cent villagers did not know anything more than names of nearby market places. 
Seven per cent, of them wers literate and that literacy in most oases did not go 
beyond patting down one's signature. Even the geographical knowledge of village 
headmen did not travel beyond Calcutta. They might have heard of England in oou- 
nection with litigation bat were absolutely iguorant of the relation between the two 
countries. 

Even the very few of literate people knew the exact strength of England and 
India, their number of population, what made England domineer over India and what 
the contribution of Indians was to the strength of England ! Not to speak of wtive- 
ly opposing England, very few had any idea to what plight England would be re- 
duoea if Indians merely hold off their hands 1 

Even the majority of the newspaper reading public did not bestow any thought 
on it. Those who were known as ‘Bhadralogs’ were in the forefront of every kind of 
activities in the country. But from the habit of bowing to every kind of rule, from 
Brahmanioal to English, they had got ingrained in them the tendency to xneei 
before power. In an evil hour they got into their head that labour entailed loss oi 
dignity. So most of these people led a parasitic life, living on the labours of 
and peasants. But it must be said to tneir credit that the country owed it to tnem 
whatever worthy there was still in the country. The oontributions and 
people of this class filed glorious pages of the history of India of the present time 
and constituted a silver lining in the darkness which seemed to envelop ine 
future of the country. But they were handful in o'lnaber. A few of y®™ 

trying to bring about the freedom of the country through the Congress. But tW 
met with greatest opposition from their own people who seemed to 
they would thrive better on the iguorance of the people of- 
section of the educated of this class were rospon^ble for all the differences and 
quarrels which embittered the relations of the different castes of ^^9 5'°^® 
which put obstacles in the way of Hindus becoming a united and close-knit community. 

At the roofs of the present Hindu Moslem differences also were the educated 
^bhadralogs’ of the two communities. The most depressing 
was that the most talented of them were recruited 
bureaucracy. 

The principal cause of the sad state of the country 


feature of the situation 
to the service of the 


was political dependence. 

workers were 
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The Congress sought to bring it to an end. A section of Congress 
still in jail detained without trial. Even those who had been tried, had been con 


out of the mal- 


vioted under the new rules of the Ordinance. Their cries arising . ^-Senna 
treatment received were reaching the country the 

The ignorant mass of the country did not even ^umv that the pro^e who taMW 

votes of the general mass were Sdotmb ^nd^^the endM^ais of 

The bureanoracy had ignored the protests of the Confess and the e 

Hahatma in this behalf. 
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b to toia trMtoMBt Mahatma praaohad hla aoa>oo-OMniHaB Mad. 

It ttlit timA he was an inoecnetioa ia the eyes of the oommui people aS^ 

edaoated seotioa held him in greatest respect and esteem for harfaig shbed the 
oredit of India ia the world aihlre. Bat what reaponee did the ooaotrj gift to his 
appeal ? They oontiibated after great: effort 1 orore of rnpeea. But he W not nt 
eren 14 thousand selfless workers, far less 14 lakhs. No doubt during the lut 17 
or 18 years, the country had mode some progress, but still the bureaucracy 
held poor opinion of the strength of the people. 

The middle class felt most strongly the humiliation of political dependence 
But the bureauoraoy knew full well the strength of -that feeling. They knew 

^full well the proportion of the daily earnings a talkie show in a town and the 

income of its Congress Committee out of membership subsoription. Talkies thrired 
on the support of the middle class. It was all bunkum that the middle olaas had no 
money. They bad no money when Congress had to be supported. There were 
many things from which the bureauoraoy could infer that the attachment of the 
people for the Congress was not yet very strong. The middle class were the 
most politioally forward seotioa of the people and this class still formed the mainstay 
in all administrative departments of the bureaucracy. 

The majority of the rich people of the country looked upon the Covernment as 
their great shelter under whose protecting wings they oonld enjoy with ease 
all the good things of life which their money could purchase. Bo most of them 
did not look upon with favour the activities of the Congress which pitted 
itself against the Oovernment. The other day the Oovernment within a short 
time scoured a loan of Rs. S7 orores for the mere asking. The rioh who could 
lend money believed that this system of Government was permanent and from 
the fact of lending their money the desire for making it permanent became 
all the more stronger. 

As regards the mass of the people they were steeped in ignorance and 

poverty. The Congiess had brought the message of Independence to a few of 
them. But they had no clear idea of what this meant. They did not understand 
if and how independence would bring about amelioration of their material 

codttttion. They saw round them the noh growing, richer millowners and traders 
piling up money while they were being crushed down by the inoreasins 
wemt of debt. What appeal had ^Swadeshi’ for them ? What hopes could be raisea 
in uem by talks of independence ? 

8j. Boy appealed to leaders to use all their influence to persuade these bright 
youngmen, at least those whose family circumstances allowed them to do it, to 

settle down to village work. Every village in India should have several whole- time 

workers who would carry the message of the Congress to the villages. 

In Bengal Congress workers had been supplied mainly by three classes of oaste 
Hindus^Brahman, Kayastha and Yaidyas. The contribution of the Mabomedans, 
judging by their numerical number bad been meagre. But times were not tar 
distimt when workers would spring up from other classes as well. Already there 
were signs of stirring in them. The number of Congress workers from among 
Mabomedans, notwithstanding the opposition of men of influence in the community 
was rising. One need not go to cite instances for these to the North-West Frontiers. 
Bengali Mahomedan youngmen had courted prison and transportation hand in band 
with their Hindu brothers. There were instances where Bengali Mahomedans had 
embraced poverty to devote themselves to Congress work. Their number was not 
yet many, but to-day or to-morrow others must follow suit. 

Proceeding Sj. Bioy ottered a warning to the rioh to do their best to bridge the 

S lf which separated them from the poor. All the world over this class ^trug^ 
tween the rich and the noor was croinfr on. If the rioh in this oountrv took heed 


in time they would be able to spare the country the pangs of a violent revolution. 

Beferring to class struggles in other countries, 8j. Roy said democratic elements 
in Bpain and China were finding it diflBcult to maintain their position owing m 
premature trial of strength. China was more progressive than India. It would take 
time for India to bring herself to the position of China, far less of Russia. Indisoi- 
plined sentimental effusions would not oarry them far. . 

The Award was a part and parcel of a sham oonstitution which was imposm 
on India and engendered quarrels, federation and straggles for the loaves and fisoM 
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with the disappearance of Bureaucracy would vanish all abuses including us 
^mmunal Award, 
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Bilinlog to the oontroferty regarding ^Bando Mataram**, Bog aaid that aa a 
fibiela for ftie exprenion of patriotio sentiment it had no eqnal, no one thoimht 
ttat any oh{eotk>n oonld be raised against it as national aong except its length, sat 
ohieetion had now been raised on other gronnds. For the sake of mdty title objeo* 
tion bad got to bo aooommodated. For the eradioation of bigotry they had to look to 
the cleansing process of ednoation. 

Referring to oommnnai differenoes the speaker said that they were moch 
exaggerated by urban people. They were not o : snob magnitude as they were 
thought to be. Speaking from the experienoes of «^is own liia he did not belioTo 
tl^t there were greater differenoes between Hindus and Mahomedans than what 
subsisted between the different branohes of the Hindu oommuni^. A beiiefed that 
Hindus and Mahomedans of Bengal with all their strength and foiblea were alike. 

Conolnding he said that the oonntry was sure to attain independenoe. The world 
history enoonraged this hope. He had no programme to give. 

Second Day— Bbhnupur — 30lh January 1938 

CoNBinuin Assudlt 


The Oonfeprenoe re-assembled on the next day to disouss resolntionB. Hie reeo- 
lotion on the Gonstitnent Assembly ran thus 

^Ignoring absolutely the publia opinion, the British Oovernment hsTe set up so- 
oalled ProTineial Autonomy. This Oonferenoe protests against the efforts that are 
being made to in^ose o^er and above it the proposed reactionary Federal Constitntion 
and requests all Congress organisations, pubiio and legislatures, to work so that the 
soheme cannot be carried into effect. 

^Indians are best fitted to frame their own constitution. The Oonferenoe requests 
our oountrymen to frame the future constitution of India on the basis of adult 
franmse.** 


Sr. Karendra Narayan Ohdkravarty^ u. a., moving the resolntien on Federation, 
sdd that there was no dearth of reactionaries in Congress itself, as Mr. Satysmnrthi 
was idvooating Fededertion. Ha warned every institntien in India against the dan- 
ger oT a Federation and suggested starting of a oonntrywide agitation against the 
eoheme. The Congress must oome into direct conflict with Government when Fbdera- 
tion would be sought to be introduced. 

Agitation should also be carried in the Indian Slates, for they would provide the 
major revenue of the Federal Government. Workers must awaken the people to the 
neoesssity of formation of the Constitneat Assembly. 

Si Qunada Moaumder sought to introduce an amendment to the effect that agi- 
tation against Federation should be carried in lodian States and provinces and sug- 
gesting that no Constituent Assembly could be formed before the total destrnolion of 
Imperialism. With that view the Congress Committee should work in cooperation 
with anti-imperialist organiations. The Congress could make impowible the inau- 
guration of Federation with the help of Indian States alone. The Conatituont 
Assembly could be formed only when British domination from the country would 
disappear. Unless the people have power they cannot form the Constituent Assembly. 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had made it clear that unless there was sanction behind 
its formation of that body it would be sheer madness. ^ , 

Moving an amendment Sj. Sudhindra said that onlv throngh an unooi^ 

promising fight with British Imperialism the Consiitnent Assemhly con d be formed 


frame of the Congress— a Stab 

Mr. If. K. Bov was roqoested to sp^ •“ ‘t® resoladoii. 
He Slid : “By "observing events in this Conference I gather that there ere Uiiee 
main important problems before this Oonferenoe, 


and these are 
mast come before 


problems 
the next 


uiaiu luiuuiLAUi , , - 

Je^lo“’^of*Oon5r"(^*'and‘*they”ma“ be taokled^ end eoTved for strengthening 

o^^t on wae »»>e alrewiy in the Lucknow 

SSlg^^Ift Snow varioM opinions have been eipressed regarding the establish. 
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meiit of mass oontaot. The third qaestion whioh may be oonaldered peouliar 
Beml is the question of detenus and political prisoners. ^ 

Oootinning, the speaker emphasised with regard to the first point about FederaKon 
that in order to put into practice the resolution on this point the jL 1. 0. C anS 
Oongress can take the lead, The resolution was nothing more than a repetition nf 
the resolution passed by the A. 1. C. C. He believed that they should not be satisfied 
with the passing of the resolution. They must have a plan of action and enforpA 
their demand. He hoped that the next session of the Congress would discuss the 
question, and leaders would give them a concrete plan of action and the wav tn 
enforce «that plan into practice. ^ 

Proceeding, Mr. Roy pointed out that the Constituent Assembly was not a Parlia. 
ment, but an organisation created by the people of a particular country for the 
single act to meet only once, that was to lay down the constitution of the country 
It was created by the people involved in a struggle as an instrument through which 

f ewer was captured. If they could capture power they would have Parliament. ]f 
ndians wanted to capture power they must create an organisation which would 
snatch power from the established State. 

Everybody must come to the conclusion that the Congress was the only single 
organisation in the country for the purpose. The history of revolution made it 
definitely clear that before power could be captured from the State a parallel State 
bad to arise within the State. When Congress had become representative of the 
entire oppressed and exploited masses of India and only when it would have the 
sanction of the organised masses behind it, then the Congress would be morally 
entitled and would actually be in a position to declare itself as the only represen- 
tative of the people of India and as such would have power to frame the constitn- 
tion for the country. If they could visualise this, then they should see that the 
looal Congress Committees become the key position in the position in the country. 
These must come in oontaot in the day to day life of the masses. * 

Dwelling on mass contact, Mr. Boy said if Congress was to rely on the people 
In the struggle agaihst Imperialism, Congress must take the peasant classes m it. 
Whatever mieht be their potentialities workers become a negligiole factor, because even 
if they stayed out of Congress that would not affeot the straggle against Imperialism, 
The vital problem before the Congress was not only how to have contact with the 
peasantry W to win their oonfidence in the struggle for freedom. 

Sj Ounada Mazumder^t amendment being lost the resolution was passed. 

CONORBSS DxFFERENOXS 

A resolution was moved by Dr. Surezh Banedee^ which pointed out the existence 
of disagreement among Bengal Consressmen and authorised 8j. Subbasb Chandra 
Bose to form an executive of the 6. P. C. C. next year in consultation with leaders 
and gro^a. 8j. Pramatha Banerjee, seconding the resolution, brought certain charges 
against Congressmen which were objected to by Rajkumar Chakravarty. Opposing, 
Ankim Mukhenee held that acceptance of the resolution would kill the very spirit 
of democracy. IJni^ was necessary for the programme of action, unity among 
Individuala being of secondary oonsideiation. 

Besoltttioi? on Chins 

The resolution on China was moved by Sj. Bemania Boze^ who said that political 
oonsoiousness had been downed in India which however was powerless to help Ohio^ 
but they could express their sympathy in their boar oi ordeal. Congress had 
begun to fight against Imperialism and should extend its sympathy wherever such 
a fight would occur. The tesolution was seconded by 8i. Atul Bumar^ 
who said that although India itself was a slave country, she could help China by 
boycotting Japanese goods which were being dumped here. By that means • China 
would be iudireotly helped. Opposing the resolution, Sj. Benoy Ohoze enquired 
why they were going to boycott goods of Imperialist Japan and not goods of Britain 
who were not less Imperialist 

FbONTIEB PoUCT CONDEltNXD 

Dr. Prafulla Ohozz next moved the following resolution : “This Conference 
strongly oondemna the aotkm of the India Government in throwing bombs on yill^ers 
In theN. W. F. Provinces and protest agatns “the Forward policy*' of the Gov- 
eniment whioh the Oonimnee regards na responsible for the unrest m the Province. 
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Moylng the resolution Dr. Ghosh orltlolsed the Frontier polloy of the Gofemment 
and pointed out that policy was re^onsible for the Frontier unrest The lesoluUon 
was seconded by Sj. Ehagen Das Gupta of Jalpaigurl and passed. 

RasOLunoN on ZiRziBia 

The resolution on Zanzibar was mored by 6j. Gunada MoMumiar. who said that 
Indians had no remedy against the grievance of Zanzibar Indians, but they oonld 
stop the trade between Zanzibar and India which should to some estent remedy 
the grievance. Indians there were fighting for rigL:<. and privileges which must 
have our sympathy. Zanzibar cloves must be boyootfed and labourers be requested 
not to unload cloves. The resolution was seconded by Sj. Basanta ICurarka and 
was passed. 

Othib Bisolutiovs 

Sj. Sibanath Banerjee^ tf. l. a. moving the next resolution on the capture of 
local bodies by Congress observed that Congress should extend Its aotlvities to local 
bodies, not being content with legislatures. Those institutions are exploited by 
reactionaries. 

81. Kamini Kanta Ganguly put an amendment suggesting that Congress workers 
should be helped by leaders in this work, which was unanimously accepted. The reso- 
lution as : amended was passed unanimously. 

8j. Amulya Chandra moved a resolution on the assessment of Ghowkldari tax 
which ran thus : 

"There fs reason to believe that throughout Bengal Chowkidarl tax fs not 
assessed on road income and at some places the tax is assessed on imaginary 
incomes. 

'This Conference draws the aitention^of the authorities of the district and primary 
Congress Committees to act and requests them to try to assess true income of every 
class of people in their respective localities after deducting expenditure on trade and 
agriculture and remedy through legitimate means any Injustice committed In assess- 
ing Ohowkidari tax. The Conference condemns against realisation of village police 
tax by Government.” 

The resolution was, however, passed. 

6j. Gunada Mazumder^a resolution on the Damodar Cana) expressed sympathy 
with the people of area carrying agitation against the imposition of tax and opined that 
provisionai acceptance by the Bengal Government of the tax of Rs. 3 per acre was 
unsatisfactory. The resolution was passed. 

The resolution on the Calcutta Corporation, put by Dr. Prafulla Ohoae, evoked 
some opposition. While pointing the mismanagement In the Ooxjoration, the resolu- 
tion authorised Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose to reorganise the Congress Municipal 
Association in accordance with ideal, with ipowor, if nowiessary, to dissolve the 
i^jssociatlon. 


Opposing Dr. Nalinakaha Sanyal held It not advisable to pass such a resolution 
at the time of political crisis when the Cabinet was trying to curtail the rights of 
the Corporation. That action would be cooperation with the ministry, which was 
refuted by Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose. The resolution was passed. 

The resolution of Sj. Mohim Daa for the removal of the ban on Midnapore and 
other organisations was accepted without dissent. 


The introduction of an amendment by Sj. Niharendu Dutta Mazutnderf m. l. 
the resolution on mass contact was accepted after a great deal of oontr^ersy. 
amendment provided that Congress should work in co-operation with Kisan Sabha 
believing in Congress principles. 

Two resolutions recommending fixation of the jute price and revival of local 
cottage industries moved from the chair were accepted. 

The resolution condoling the death jof Harondra Munshl In Dacca Jail was accented 
all standing to silence. Messages from Bjs. Barat Chandra Bose and Haran Onosh 
C&owdhury wishing sucoess of the Conference were read. 
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The Tamil Nail Pkt>¥iiicial Con^rente 


Opeidiic Da3r>^kttlagiiiida— 16th Jmamur 1638 

The Welcome Addsem 

Hm TIttlll Nfd Proyinoiil Oonferenoe met it Batleganda on the 16th Jkimm 
1§88 imder the preddenoy of Mr. C. N, Muthuranga Mudaliar 

Mr. MaUarai i?. 8, Venkataram Aiyar^ Chairman of the Beoeption 

Committee, in welooming the delegatee, at first referred to the historioal 
Ifliportaiiee ef Batlegondo, and dwelt at length on the national struggle carried 
on by the* Oongreea for the last fifteen years. He exhorted them to remember that 
there was no oifferenoes of opinion regarding the object in view though there might 
be differences as regards the method to be adopted for reaching the goal of Parana 
8wirej. .Oomness representatives, he oontinned, had now taken up office and were 
trying to fnlfil the pledges given to the oleotorates. It was the duty of all Oongreea- 
men lo support the Ministry in all the measures that might be brought forward for 
the amelioraHon of the condition of the masses. They mast also follow the advice of 
their leaders to prevent Federation. 

It would be wiae^ the speaker added, on their part to adjn9t their plan of work 
far aohieving Swaraj in the light of the present world-sitnation, though their national 
atmggle did not depend on any world war. As their struggle was based on the pria- 
dpleof non-violenoe, it oonld be oondaoted‘ as they ohoee unlike the wars of vio- 
liBoe in other oonntriee. Mr. Aivar oonolnded his address with an apeal to them 
aot to allow any differenoea in thmr ranks as this would lead to disunity. 

The Piesidential Address 

Mr. C. N. Muthuranga Mudmliar. in the oourse of his presidential address, thanked 
the various dietriot oommitteee for eieoting him nnanimonsly president of the Gon- 
ferenoe. '^We are met to-day*’, he said, "on an important ocoasioo. We must find oat 
ways to attain oomplete indMsndenoe, which ie our mal. We must at All oosts pre- 
vent the imposition by the British Government of the Federati^ which will sorely 
stand in the way of onr attaining onr nal of Pnma Swaraj. We mast oo-operate 
with the Congress Ministries in all their efforts to attain onr end. 1 hope yoa will 
ooDBider these important iasneemid oome to satisfactory oonolnsiona.” 

The President then ihaoked the electorate of the province for their whole-hearted 
aupport* to the Congress dnriim the last elections to the legislatares. He also referred 
to the oironmetanoea which M to the Congress taking up office in six provinces. 
He next pointed out the achievements of the Congress Ministry in Madras daring the 
abort period they were in office and said that the administration bad infused ooarage 
and u new hope in the minds of the people. 

.The psssing of an Act to encourage handloom Indnetry, the Introduction of Prohi- 
bition in Abe moe of finonoial diffionlties, and the- determination to bring in a mware 
tO;riliev6.the huge indebtedness of the ryots, all ehowcki that the Congress Minist^ 
had^ before them yre^eminenitly' the idtereete of the people at large, at heart The Mini- 
etry'*lukd'>before ihem other proposals to ameliorate^ the oouditiens of the poor masses 
•ad it msff the duty of the people to lend their 'vthole-'bearted enpport <and.oo-opera- 
tioa to the Oovernment. 

The ory to reduce the land tax was insistent and In the apeaker’e opinion a reJa^ 
tkm of nearly fifty per cent was quite jnstifiabie in the present cironmstanoM. 
before reoommenaing each a proposal, the Conferenoe ehould reoogniae the difflonjuss 
and responsibilitiee of the Government. Some contend that debt relief and pronibinon 
eoold wait for some time and that the rednotion of the land revenue harden was mwt 
mrgBnt %t he would not agios with them. Prohibition also helped to reduce toe 
buraea of the masses and the relief to agrioultaral tndebtodnesa wae also importani. 

Baferring to the Madras Agrioultnrists ]>ebt Belief Bil],*Mr. Mathuranga 
laid that fhoae who oritioiaad the measnre must first of all oaderstand the^ nndwy* 
tag motive with which the measure was brought np. The ipreaent position ot tw 
xyots waa hi^ly deplorable. The burden of debt sad of arrears of rent was so ho*v 
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IfcigLOMild aoC Kft tiielr heads m mi 
ibtf nvml he hopeleadj reined. Ke Sdeot 

mT iMeved oer uun anoiealiee and dtfflonkiea and had eel in certain i 
Maik-iPeald nuAethe Bill noeeptnhle to alL The proTiaioe lagarding . 
faena boimred alter let OiiflDhera 11182 ga^e aome benefit to the eieditoia. 11 Itula 
Main ebataadedf that if a lew peraona were plaoed at a diaadnatagaL he wwT 
wTla the imeraata of a law mijoritj on whom the Bill oonfeniaSaat fa n &le 
#[L the few abonld be prepa^^ ^ aaorifloea. How wen the enaL.^ 

mim to eoUeot their fell dnaa when the^ple :^re unable to pm eren that Interaat 
5iSe priaeipala they had borrowed? The fe4 meat again nmamberT^ the 
CWnrament waa prepared to forego 4 ororea a year on aooonnt of their piohibitta 


fleipe others contended that it wtt not enongh to redeoe the arrears bet that (he 
OoreraaMnt ahoeld provide faoilities for oredit by the establiahmMt of i 


credit sooieties and by offering easy terms’ of repayment Bnt he thought 
that it would not be fair to ezpeot aacn thim in the preaent meaaere. *X 1 i#reliire 
ha hoped that ^e Oonferenoe wonld give its hearty support to this Goveriinient and 
he personally wished to convey the gratitnde of the pe^le to the Madru Govern- 
ment, and particnlary to Mr. C. Bajagopalaehariar^ fhe rrime Minister, tor pilotiiig 
Booh a benefiotal measure. 

The President nest weloomed the proposal to revise the scales of pay to the 
Government officials. It was a well-known fact that the salaries given in the oonntry 
were thoroughly inconsistent with the paying capacity of the people. He peraoni^ 
believed that in order to farther economise, they must have fnrHier redaonons. He 
wonld sqggest a redaction of by about 2 and a half per cent in the salaries of 
offioials drawing more than Bs. 50 per month and that there should be no offioial 
In the Presidency drawing a salary of more than Bs. 1,000 per mensem. Considering 
the poverty of the oonnti^ even officids drawing lesser salaries mast be prepared 
to make some saorifioes. He also hoped that those who were at present drawing fat 
salaries would respond to the appeal made by the Premier to have volontary onts 
in their salaries. He also hoped that the Government, in order to relieve unem- 
ployment, would amend the rues relating to pension and make it obligatory tor 
all those who had either put in 25 years* sei^oe or who had reached the age of 
llftyi to retire. 

The President went on to say that he oould not agree with those who wholly 
opposed the imposition of new taxes in any manner. If the Government ^re 
expected to provide amenities to the people and with their policy of prohibition 
for the amelioration of the masses, they must find out new soaroes 
of revenae and he hoped that the Government were considering the ways and means 
of augmenting their revenue. The people must be^ prepared to pay such additional 
taxee as might be levied by the Government oonsistent with the general principle 
that Only those who were capable of paying would bo tmed. . 

Mr. Mudaliar weloomed the proposal to introduce Hindi in their schools and he 
believed that it would not at all affect the development of the vernaculars to the 
province. The reorganisation of local self-governing bodies, the e^oaragement m 
oottoge industries and amelioration of the conditions of the Harijans ud the 
throwing open of public temples to them were some of the other items of work 
which the Government should undertato in the nw futur^ 4 . 1 * 41 . n •a », 

“In our enthasiasm to support the Provinoial Congress Government ” the President 
went on to say“we must not forget the larger struggle for complete fee^om f^ 
the country. Ve ran hotot National «» 

but we oould not do it in Government buildings where the Union Jaok is ehll flying. 

The British Gorerament is determined to impoM on ns] flie Meradon, whidi 
the whole ooaatiy baa rejeoted. They will he flghtiBg us tom the oeatre ei^ we 
must carry oa tho stragglo. la this atrugglo botwooa tho GOToramrat and tte 
ladiaa utioa, it wUl be wse oa the port of the ruiere of lodua St^ a^Jto 
interfere. If, on tho other hand, they intwteed, 

we shonid proceed with the st^le agmnst Federation will ta o^deprd ^ 

Indian National Oongroes wd it ie o"*- Tn!?”?!!- .Tff ^ 

dirootion. I reoogniso that wc must oapti^ tho l^islatoj^ ovon . undor tno 
Fedaradon schM^ But we mnit boyoott the dyuohy ttat will ^e. Oero wee a 
lot of diflerenoa between taking up office In pwnnoei! and m the Fedwradon. niera* 
fere we «M 8 t be very oaiefnlm what we deidde about tbs Federation and 1 hope 
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tbit OoDfemoe will seriously ooosider the situstiou snd mske Its rsoommendstion on 
the mstter. 

**We most carry on an intenslTe agitation against Federation all over the oountrv 
and I am sore we will suooeed. In carrying on the straggle we want the united 
strength of the nation and I appeal to all my oountrymen to be united. Let m not 
at this oritioal period in the histdry of our struggle for freedom wrangle over pettv 
oommnnal differences. ^ 

1 would also appeal to the Congressmen to forget all the small differences exlstloe 
among them. 1 will appeal, especially to the Socialist group in the Congress, not 
to m&e muoh of the differences and join the efforts of the Congress to carry on 
its straggle. 1 will commend to them the great example of our President, Pandit 
Jawharlal yehru, who though he vehemently opposed office acceptance at first, 
accepted the decision of the majority and worked whole-heartedly with the Congress 
and did not press his objections. None will guestion the sincerity of Congressmen 
and one should view with sympathy every action taken by the Congress Governments 
in their endeavour to reach the goal. We should not pick up particular actions of 
the Government and oritioise them for it In unity lies our strength and 1 once 
again appeal to one and all to be united. 

** We must hereafter strengthen the Congress organisations to make them poweful 
agencies for achieving our end. In our endeavour to capture local bodies we mast 
be guided by motive of service. 1 regret verv much the small misunderstandings 
and conflicts that had taken place during the elections and 1 hope that in the future 
such things will not occur. 

*‘The Congress is determined to capture all bodies and contest In all forthcoming 
elections. I am aware of oases of corruption existing in certain local bodies. Bat 
my faith in the Congress, as the only organisation which will end the corruptions, is 
still strong and 1 have every confidence that in the future we will succeed. 

Second Da^— Batlaffnndu— 17th. January 1938 

Pirocoedings and Resolutions 

The Conference resumed its sessions on the next day, the 17th. January, to 
consider the draft resolutions placed before it by the Subjects Committee. 

The resolution of « condolence on the death of Mrs. Motiial Nehru, Sir J. C. 
Bose, Mr. T. Adiuarayaua Ohetti and other Congressmen who had passed 
away since the last Gonferenoe, was oarriod, all standing. A resolution praying 
for early restoration to health of Mahatma Gandhi and Mr, Satyamurti was also 
passed. 

Mr. T, S, Avanashilinqam Chetti moved the Debt Belief Bill resolution as 
passed by the Subjects Committee and said that the Conference should 
signify its wholehearted approval to the Bill. 

Mr. L. Krishnaswami Bharati secouded the resolution and said that the 
Bill was the result of pledges given by the Congress during elections. The 
condition of agricultnrists was most deplorable and his Bill aimed at giving 
some measure of argent relief. The resomtion was passed with aoclamation. 

The next resolution was moved by Mr. N, Annamalai PUlai and it 
welcomed Prohibition legislation and urged the province to prepare for further 
rapid extensiou of the reform. Seconded by Mrs. Yenkalakshmi Ammal, the 
resolution was passed. 

Mr. 0. P. Subbiah moved a resolution congratulating the Ministry and ex- 
pressing confidence in them. Madras to-day led the rest of India and in six 
months had achieved what others could not achieve even after years. The 
Ministry was; he said, strengthening the country and preparing the masses 
for India’s straggle. 

Mr. Bamamurti said that many of Ministry’s acts were worthy of oongra- 
tnlation and they certainly enjoyed popular confidence. The resolntion was 
carried anaoimonsly. 

Mr. A. Vedarainam moved the resolntion regarding the Wardha scheme 
and Mr. 8. Ramanathan seconded it. He said that the matter was vital to 
the conntry. Explaining the Wardha scheme, he said its features were that 
ednoatioD should be through the motber-tongne, should be correlated to daily 
lifS and centre round a vocation and bo compulsory for seven years. Under 
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the scheme, education was linked to vocation and villages, he hoped, 

▼IS with one another to give effect thereto without waiting for lew 
the Government who necessarily might have to take time. 

After some discussion, the resolution was passed. 

Mr, M, Vaktayatsalam inoved a resolution for compulsory constitution of 
panobayats in each village with powers of taxation in cash or service, to be 
in charge of communications, education, iealth, etc, to have a share in 
Question and road cesses and village oi6^«ps to be responsible to them. 
He said that the chief difficulty in abolish the District Boards was that 
panchayats were not yet able to undertake' work. Panohayats for each 
vill^e in charge of funotions ^sisted by village officers would be practioal. 

Mrs. Lakahtni Sankara Aiyar seconded the motion and said that the sooner 
the District Boards were abolished, the better. 

The resolution was eventualiy accepted by the Conference. 

The Conference next adopted a resolution moved by Mr, Sanatanam and 
seconded by Mr. Ubeidulla Saheb regarding the abolition of District Boards 

with a view to endiog duplloatiou and constitution of Advisory Boards 
look after policing, tax collection etc. 


to 


Thiid Day— Batalagundtt— 18th January 1938 

At its concluding sitting to-day. the Conference adopted the Subjects 
Committee resolutions regarding tempfo-entry, opposition to Federation, relief 
to tillers of the soil and compulsory teaching of Kindi. 

The hon. Dr. Suhharoyan^ supporting the resolution on Hindi, said that 
the first three forms were the most snitabie period in the school course 
for the study of Hindi and pointed out that Hindi ‘would not retard the 
growth of the mother tongue and would not over-burden pupils. 

The resolution was eventually carried unanimously. 

The Conference also considered a resolution for abolishing the zamindary 
system, if necessary, with compensation and if it be impossible, immediately 
to fix a rent iu zaiuindaiies corresponding to the assessmeat in the neighbouring 
ryotwari lands. 


Berar Congress Political Conference 

Third Sesaion— Shendurjana — 5th- February 1938 

The third session of the Berar Congress Political Conference commenced at 
Shendurjana on the Stb. February 1938 amidst scenes of great enthusiasm, nearly 
8,000 attending. Mr. Oangadhar Rao Deahpande presided. 

Prominent among those present were the hon. Dr. AT. B. Khare^ Premier of the 
0. P., the hoD. Mr. 6^ofe, the hon. Mr. Deahmukh (Ministers) and Mr. Brijlal 
Biyani^ member of the Council of State. The fLag-salutation ceremony was performed 
by the Premier while Mr. Satat Chandra Boae inaugurated the Couference. 

In the course of his inaugural address,* Mr. Sarat Chandra Boae traced the ooos- 
titutioual history of Berar and pointed out how despite the effcits of the last 80 
years, the position of Berar was aaomalous in several respects. He also urged that 
country-wiao agitation should be started to secure the release of all politicals 
without making any distinction between detenus and convicts. 

Urging the unconditional and immediate release of all political prisonere and 
detenus, Mr. Bose argued that Provincial Autonomy was futile without it Ho 
pleaded for political appeasement, partioulary in view of the prisoners' affirmation of 
change of faith. ^^Muen as one wishes chat political oonfliots were settled without 
recourse to violence, it must be admitted sorrowfully that the world bad not yet 
abjured the arbitrament of force, and in this clash, violence is the weapon not of 
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tha waakar party akma. To eonttnaa t o pa rana waakar opponania is only an act 
of TindiotivanasB, not of atatesmanahip* WhaB ibe opponant laid down anas it la 
lor tlia atata t^o itkewiao.” 

Mr. Waman Boo JbaAi, Freaident of the Baoaptioii Oommittae, watooming the 
dalegataa, said that India oonld nerer oo-operate with Great Britain as long as the 
latter dio not oonoede India’s right for aolf-deternination. 

Mr. Oangadhar lUto IkshjMHdet in the oonrae of his presidential address, 
reiterated India’s opposition to the new oonstitntion whioh was not of India's making. 
Ha dapraoated the attempts to stir iu> unrest among the peasants and workers as 
it weakened the Congress Ministry’a motts to displaoe the Act. The Congress, he 
added, faaliaTad in bnnging about a change of heart in the various conflicting mements. 
Federation was a masterpiece of England's efforts to keep India in perpetual bondage 
and most be resisted at all costs. Deploring that the oonstructire programme of 
the Congress had fallen to the background in recent months, the speaker urged the 
people to take to the use of Ehadi and eradicate the drink habit 

Mb. Nxhbu's Appbal 

we all master our forces', the British Oovernment will be unable to launch 
the Federation. I doubt whether the proposed Federation will ever oome off, but I 
have na doubt that if it comes, the nation will resist it at all costs”, said Mr. 
Jawharlal Nehru^ addressing a gathering of abooi I9/XX) peasants at Shendurjana 
on the next day, the 7A. February. 

The Congress President said that the •Congress wanted to establish a democratic 
atate in India and democracy could succeed only if the population took a keen 
iuterest and disonssed the various problems ooofrontii^ the nation and not by blind 
foBowing. Whether or not they liked it, they were living in times of revolntion and 
only the proper appreoiation of the various forces at work could enable them to act 
with courage and discipline in times of stress. History was replete with examples 
of Gknrernments wiped out of existenoe, beoanso they oould not solve the major 
problems confronting them. There was a fnndamentm frictioa betweea British 
imperialism and Indian Nationalism and so long as the former existed, it was an 
idle hope that the major problems of India which were independenoe and hanger, 
oonld be ablved. 

Sxhorthig the audienoe to join the Congress in larger numbers, Mr. Nehru said : 
**No individual or group need be disappointed beoanse its advioe is not accepted by 
tlm Oongresa. In an institntion so vast it is inevitable, that some advice should be 
rqeotod. On several oooaaiona, the Oengress rejected my own advice in the past, 
bat I did not desert it in disappointment Thg^ is surely not the way of doing 
some big work. A closer study of the world political sitoatioa and a strengthening 
at the congress organisation w enable In& to solve her various problems.” 


Punjab Provincial Political G>nference 

Several Congress legislators, inoluding Mr. Bhulabkai DoiaL addressed the Pnnjab 
Pkovin^id Political Conference whioh opended its two^ay'a session on the flSth. 
Bbocb 19S8 in village Madina in Bohtak District nnder the presidentship of Sardar 
Ki§an Singh M. ll A. 

Sardar^iSsan Singh compared the actrvitiea of tlie Unionist Government in the 
Pttigab with those of the Congres Miaistries In other Provinoe. He also paid a 
fA Indian oxilea who ware livinx abroad. 

IS. BhmMhai Jksai dwelt on the Vwer^f the vote and explained to the audi- 
man bow it afforded them power over the Government Ha said that in seven om 
of elefen Provineea people had realiaed the power of vote with the result that their 
own Govemment (Gimgresa Government) bad been established these. _ . . . 

jBeferriog to the overthrow of the Hl^yatallah Ministry in Sind, Mr. Desai 
that tbo^ the present Ministry there was not a Oongraaa Ministry, yet it appeared 
to be wmog on the lines of Oongresa Miniatriea. . 

He psedieied that witMn a ooapie of asontha Aaaam wonld also oome nnder 
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He hoped &at remtiiiiog two Proyinoes, namely, Punjab and Bengal 

would realiee the strength of the no^^ and baye to bend before the pnblio opinion. 
He ^warned Sir Sikaniar Hyat Khan and Mr. Faslul Huq not to go against the 
wishes of the masses and thus meet the same fate as had be£lien the Hidayatollah 
Ministry in Sind. 

He advised the andience to join the Congress and to carry on its propaganda thro- 
nghoj^ their Province so that they might be able to form a CongremMinistry in 
the Pan jab as well. The formation of Oo«>«*res8 Ministry in the Proyinoes would 
give them power at centre and consequently all the administrative affairs of the 
country. 


The Utkal Provincial G>nference 


Opening Day— Cnttnek — 21st May 1038 

The Welcome Addrem 

The session of the Utkal Provincial Conference met at the Municipal Garden, 
Cuttack on the 21st. May 1938. under the presidency of Sj. (iopahandhu Choudhury^ 
Delegates from all the districts of Orissa and a large number of visitors including 
several ladies attended the Conference. Prominent among those present were the 
Hon. Mr. Biswanath Das, the Hon. Mr. Bodhram Dube, Sj. Harekrishna Mahatab, 
Dr. Ekram Rasool, Mr. S. A. Huq, Mr. Hsnif, Mr. Sarifnddin Buali, the hon. Mr. 
Mukunda Prosad Das, Sj. Oodavaris Misr^^ Sj. Jagannath Das, Sj. Bajkrishna Bose, 

S . Pyari Sankar Boy, Bj. Oirija Bhusan Dutt, Mrs. Latika Boy, Mrs. Sarala Devi, 
rs. Malati Ohoudhnry, Mrs. Janhavi Debi, Mr. B. Das, M. L A. (Central) and Sj. 
Nabakrishna Chaudhury. , . ^ 

The prooceedings of the Conference began with the song of ‘‘Bande Mataram" 
sung by Sj, Benode Srikhandam. ^ 

Sj. Bhagirathi Mahapatra^ Chairman of the Beoeption Committee then welcomed 
the delegates and visitors. In the course of his address he said 

«To-day on behalf of this town I greet you all and hope you will be humane to 
pardon ail our shortcomings in the affair of your reception. 

*The last Political Conference was held under the chairmanship of Mr. P. Eadkar 
in 19;fS but the President being put under arrest along with othen workers the said 
Oinference could not be held. For all practioal purposes the sitting of the year 
1929 with Si Qopabandhu Choudhury in the ohair should be taken as the last. 

•‘At the very outset I pay my homage to the martyrs of our land during last 
nine years. The eminent of them was Banchanidhi Mohanb, whose death would 
ever keep the position of a national poet unfilled. ^ 

“During the period under review our oountry steered amidst storms of repression 
by the BFitish Imperialism. It is thrusting on ns an unDslatoble oonstitution ud we 
have not yet rmsihed our goal. But we are gradually and steadily pursuing our 

ideal of indeigudeMe. Disobedience movement and our pro- 

vince in its march for independence kept pace with our moie advwoed sister provinoM. 
That year after the Gandhi-Irwin Pact we were prepar^ to hold the ^lon of the 
Indian National Congress but Gandhhi’s sWed ourjiopefc ^ 

less to say how we wish to have the IndiM National Congress m jfwinoe in 
a vear or 'two In 1939, repression reached the boiling , point and la 1934 Gounpil 
SntrTwi decided. In that year Mahatmaji did his pilgrimue in our province. In 
imff (hABew Cionstitution was again thrust on India aod along with ais proviooes 
le oa^ta^TthV oS“ to wrS the oaid Oon^tation. Anothw mat 

m tho formation of our New Orieta province. I strongly affirm 

ta iSt .Til. oad w. h.T.V loort impcAit puts 


wilkoiiliig in onr oonntry ^ b. jodgod 1 »t 8^ 
bwi^ttSTlirt^unwd under the nWe guMwoe <rf onr aUe Muuetere the i 


paovio 
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in • Toloe resented the appointment of Mr. Dain as the Acting; Governor of Orissa 
and sncoessfally establish^ a healthy precedent that a subordinate officer sbonld not 
be appointed as a Governor ia future. 

*^Toi8 shows that people have been converted to the non-violent creed of 
Mahatmaji, the Prophet of India, and before long we shall have one more Glorious 
Bevointion in onr country. 

*The British Government is trying heart and soul to establish Federation in oar 
oountry but the ^Congress will move heaven and earth to kick it out of the land. 
We are now facing a crisis and we shati have to rally our rank and file to win. 
For that we shall nave to organise ourselves. Our village is the backbone of our 
oonntry and we should endeavour to emancipate our villages from ignorance, misery, 
poverty and burden of debt. We shall have to rehabilitate our industrial workers. 
We shall have to make legislation in that respect. To do all these we shall have to 
form various orgaoisations after the Oongross ideals. 

^Looklnn farther we find big clond of war hanging over ns. The present Italian 
oonqnest of Ethiopia, the Sino- Japaaejse hostilities, Germany's conquest of Austria 
and its aggression on Czecbo-Slovakia under-lie territorial aggrandisement and 
occupation of distant markets. We shall be down into the whiiTpooI of wars ‘but 
we shall take care not to be instrumental by the British Government to the destruc- 
tion of innocent kingdoms. 

"We can never attain Swaraj without non-violence and without tremendous 
sacrifices. We shall solve our communal question only by sacrificing our Intorosts for 
the benefit of the minor sections. 

"To lead us in these struggles I most cordially greet 8j. Gopabandhu Choudhury 
and respectfully invite him to occupy the chair. I am sworn from now to render 
whatever services ho demands of me. We as a nation are sworn from now to 
follow his guide without question and further we are sworn to rally under his 
banners and lay down onr Jives at his command, in our march for independence.'' 

The PreaidenHal Addreat 

The following is a summary of the presidential address, delivered by Sj. 
Gopabandhu Chaudhury 

*^For sometime past my esteemed friend Sj. Prankrishna Padhiary had been 
asking me to accept the presidentship of this conference but 1 did not agree. Even 
now I could not ciearly understand why I came here to-day and became its President. 
For the last 4 or 5 years 1 have been working in far off villages. During this 
period 1 kept myself outside the Congress activities although 1 had maintained my 
relation and contact with the Congress. But cirenmstanoes compelled me to accept 
the presidentship of the Provincial Congress Committee, 

^*1 have not oome here either to lead von or to guide any movement Every one 
is going ahead. I am fully coosclous of tho fact that 1 oannot keep pace with them. 
But 1 am glad that at the time of need the choice of my oo- workers has fallen on 
this old but faithful fellow Googressmau of theirs. So, I have taken my stand 
before you with the belief that my service may help you in some ways. 

Chaudhury then said that to-day's oonference had been styled as Provincial 
Political Conference. He, however, did not like the word ^^political". He believed 
that the Congress of to-day was not confined only to the political activities of the 
natioD. It had permeated through every sphere of life. Congress was now working 
in every sphere of haman progress in this country. Attainment of Swaraj only 
was not in hip opinion saffioient. Oppressions, eiploitation, hatred and violence 
mnst be ersdioated. So, would it be fair, he asked, to divide life into various 
oompartments ? 

Oontinned Sj. Chandhary : ^*The delegates of this conference are representatives 
of Congress members. So, it should be decided how far the decisions of this con- 
ference are binding on the people. It must be borne in mind that Congress stands 
on the strength of the nation. Congress is people and people is Congress. So, 
Congress mnst devise ways and means for patting a stop to violeaoe, oppressions, 
explmtation and imperialiw”. 

Chtadhary farther stated it should be decided whether Oriya calture should 
remiun separate from Indian oaltare as welt as the relation between the two shonia 
also be dmrmined. The duty of the Oriyas towards their brethren living outside 
the province. should also be ssoertained. 
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PBOCEEDINOS & RESOLUTIONS 


A)0 


Every one knev, oontmned the President, that the Congress had aooepted oHoe 
and also the teason behind It. There was now a mentality among the pmple that 
administration of government by the Congress would solve all their problems. They 
would have to decide to-day how far that mentality was correct. They would have 
also to decide whether the work within the limited sphere of legislature was 
snfncient or whether they have to supplement it outside the legislatares. The 
di^ussioDS in lepslatiires might bring some rights for them but could any one say 
definitely that all their rights could be won w; ...in the walls of legislative bodies only. 
The Madras Estates Und Act and the Orissa Tt. .mcv Act Amendment Bill wonld fnrnlrft 
clear examples of this. One had been reserved by the Governor for assent of the 

the other would not also share the same fate, 
last 180 years could not be done away within a 


Governor-General who knew 
The intoxication of rule for 
single day. 

The acceptance of office by the 


that 

the 


. . . - Congress, stated 8j. Choudhury, had brought a 

new awakening in -the country. There was now a new desire among the people to 
raise their heads against injustice and oppression. But this new spirit, this new 
awakening, this^ new courage was not based on their own strength. Every one 
was now expecting help of the Government. If any one was assaulted or oppresset^ 
he thought that ho would get redress from the Government if they could kuevv 
it. This was a wrong notion and it should be dispelled from the minds ot the 
people by all means. 

“Our non-violence is the non-violence of the brave. It is based on love. We 
must organise ourselves. The only way to make our organisations self-reliant was 
to base them on constructive work”. He then described the creative and preventive 
aspects of constructive work. 

Referring to the communal problem In the country, Sf. Choudhury said that this 
would almost be solved if the problems of the Ilindus and the Moslems could suocess- 
fuly be solved. In Orissa the numerical strength of the FTindus was far greater than 
that of the Muslims. So majority the community might think the that other community 
would not be able to do anything. This mentality should be wiped out of the 
mind. They must not be perturbed for the activities of the Muslim League. If 
the Muslim League could bring an awakening among the Muslims of the 
province, congressmen should welcome it rather than being worried at it. They 
must remember that more care should bo taken of the minority community. 

Referring to the responsibilities of members of Congress, Sj. Ghandhory said that 
complete swaraj indicated a change of policy of oppressions and injustice along with 
the change of British government. 8o, the Congress members should first of all take 
upon themselves the responsibility of enforcing strict discipline among themselves 
apd roust also ascertain their duty regarding those who were not members of Congress. 

Sj. Chaudhury regretted that there were individual differences and ranconrs 
among Congress workers. He maintained that a list should bo maintained of Congress 
workers among whom there should be discipline and love for truth and desire for 
sacrifioe. 

Referring to the Wardha scheme of education Sj. Chaudhury said that there 
should be wide discussion of this in the country so that it might be assimilated before 
it was accepted. 

After advising the Congressmen to become votaries of truth and non-violenoe, 
Sj. Chaudhury, in conclusion, asked the conference to ascertain its duties regarding 
the Oriyas in Feudatory States and other outlying tracts. 

Before taking seat Sj. Chaudhury referred to the flood problem of Orissa. It was 
a question of life and death. The successful solution of the problem could only 
bring happiness to the province. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Exemption of Salt Duty 

After the Presidential Address Sj. Harekrishna Afahtab moved the following 
resolution 

“This Conference demands that people of Orissa should be allowed to manufacture 
and sell salt free of duty inasmuch as sale is the only subsidiary mdustrj which 
maintained Orissa in the past and which has been forcibly suppressed by alien role. 
Farther this Conference appeals ^^to the Provincial Qovornmeot and the India 
Qovernment to move in the matter,” 
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Tn noting the resolution 1^. Harekrishna Ifahtab (Member, All-Tndia Congress 
Working Committee) desoribed the poterty of Orissa and explained how the revital 
of free salt industry on cottage industry scale would remedy it. He, however, made 
it clear that people should not expect much help from Provincial Government but 
they should rely upon their own strength. 8j. Mahtab then invited the delegates and 
all Congressmen to concentrate their attention on this agitation, which the 
Provincial Congress Committee had taken in hand. 

In seconding; the resolution Sj. Jagannath Misra (Parliamentary Secretary) said 
that during the regime of East India Company the Salt Industry of Orissa coastal 
areas was suppressed by force but in these days also the same process is going on. 
In 1931-32 Mr. Pitt was deputed to investigate the possibilities of salt manufac- 
ture in Bengal and Orissa. But to the utter astonishment of the people he had 
reported that the Orissa coastal areas are not favourable for salt manufacture. But 
if we visit the Astarang areas of Puri district^ we will see that the report of Mr. 
Pitt was totally false and misohievous. The illiterate people are prodacing, taking 
the advantage of Gandhi-Irwin Pact, thousands of maunus of salt by solar evapora- 
tion method. At present 6 persons are producing 400 maunds per acre by labouring 
4 months. A little scientific method will give them an yield of not less than 800 
maunds. And it was actually done when a cultivator followed our advice and made 
the orystalising bed cemented. The actual cost of producing this 800 maunds will 
be Bs. 135. By this the labourers will get wages at the rate of three annas a day. 
The quantity can be easily supplied to a wholesale dealer at As. 2-8 per maund. Even 
If the supply is at as. 4 per maund, the wholesale dealer can sell the quantity at Bs. 2 
per mannd keeping sufficient margin for himself. 

The Industry must be established in Orissa if the question of unemployment 
and poverty are to be banished from this country. In Astarang area of Pun district 
alone there be 40(X) acres of land available which can provide 24000 men 

with labour. Similarlv there are vast areas in Balasore and Cuttack which will 
provide lakhs of people. 

In order to do this, the Provincial Government should also fight with the Central 
Government so that the control may not be transferred to the latter. Under these 
ofaronmstanoes the Industry must be revived at any cost. 

The resolution was supported by Sj. Oatikriahna Swain and SJ. Dibakar Patnaik 
and was earned unanimously amidst oheers. 

RisioBinos OF OniTA-sPEmNa Tracts 

Another resolution demanding the restoration of Oriya-^aking tracts in other 
movinees of Orissa and urging on the All-India Congress (Committee to appoint a 
Boundary Committee for the purpose was passed. 

In moving the resolution Sj. Oodavaris Jiitra said that almost all provinces 
in which lay the Oriya-speaking tracts, were now under Congress role. Only Bengal 
was a non-CX>ngress province. So, it was duty of A. 1. O. C. to move in this 
matter. 

The resolntion waa seconded by Sj. Lingaraj Miira and supported by Sj. 
Luxminarayan Mtara and carried unrmously. 

The Congress adjourned at this stage. 


Second Day— Cuttack — 22nd* May, 1938 

Repbessioit in Orissa Statm 

After the tesolntion on the Madras Estates Land Act amendment Bill was 
passed Sj. Sarangdhar Daa moved the following resolution : — 

"This Conference deplores the absolute abseuoe of fundamental rights in the 
Orissa States and views with great oonoern the recent promulgation, in some of 
the States, of repression and reactionary measure tending to curtail the civil 
liberties of the people and denying their fundamental rights, such as (1) tne 
Ordinance in Bairknol which prohibits the assembly of five persons or m^o, 
idioiting and collection of any subscription for any purpose (2) the forcible 
dimrsid by the Keonjbar Police of a peaceful meeting at Sagadapatta where 
some three hundred people had gatherea to formulate their grievances 
preaentation to the Ruler of the State, arrest and detention of some ton 
neraona for eight days in the thaua, and the subsequent enforcement artw 
days of section 144 Cr. P. C. on Dhan Naik, Dirja Dehuri and others 
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.’**'**“. promulgatioa in Nilgiri of Bsmlationi I 

^ II of reqairiiig registration of associations, and making itmmpnisory 

Ip obtain permission one week previously before any meetipg oan be bold : (A 
it 18 reportod from reliable sources that many people iu Bamra hare Men 
roDglily treated for the simple reason that they had loined the Oongress as 
ordinary members; (5) the arrest and cocriction in iNavagarh of five persona 
in Orgaon on flimsy criminal charges mii a view to ‘break the Tan* Myoott 
movement* which is the only legitimate weapon V-^ft to the people to oounteraot 
* j (beiel) due to the monopoly system; 

and (o) the banning of the *Samaj and other newspapers in some of the States. 

“^irther this conference exhorts the people of the Orissa States to organise 
on _ the_ established principles of Truth and Non-violence, in order to defend 
their civil liberties and extends its strong sympathy and moral support in 
their struggle against all kinds of repression in their States and in their 
struggle, which will^ obviously be long drawn-out and full of suffering and 
sacrifice for the winning of full responsible Government in their respective States." 

Sarangdhar Daa^ in moving the resolution, said that his intention was not 
to condemn the ruling Chiefs but to invite the attention of the States' subjects to 
their miserable condition and impress on them the necessity of organisation. 

Sj ffarekrishna Mahtab^ in seconding the resolution, said that what they were 
demanding was that States’ subjects should bo treated as human beings. He 
said thak public men of the province were often in the habit of hobnobbing 
with the Chiefs of Orissa States, for getting some donations for their institu- 
tions. Even receptions were sometimes arranged for these Chiefs in whose 
States men were not treated as human beings. 

la oonclusion, Sj Mahtab said when States like Mysore 
granting representation to the people, Orissa States were 
ourtailing civil liberties of men at the instance of those 
been part and parcel of British Bureaucracy. He advised 
these retired Government officers first from their service. 

8j. Murari Tripatki supported the resolution which was passed unanimously • 


and Travauoore were 
promulgating orders 
who had in the past 
the States to disoard 


FfiDSBlTION OpFOSBO 

Sj Bhctgirathi Mdhapatra then moved a resolution whioh stated that Indians 
were not prepared to accept any constitution whioh was not based ou ^ indepen- 
dence as the goal of India and which had not been framed by a constituent as- 
sembly. While accepting the present Government of India A.ot as a. meaenre of 

experiment for furtnering the cause of independence, thjs^ conference was of 

opinion that the Federation thrust ou ludia by the British Government was 
totally unacceptable* , , , ^ 

In moving the resolation Sj Mahapatra exposed the hollowness of the 

Federation and charactorised It as a means to strengthen the bondage and 
slavery of India. , 

Being seconded by St. Jadumani Mangraj and supported Mr. Faxlul Rahman, 
it was carried unanimously . . „ ^ ... ^ 

Resolutions demanding extension of the Looal. Self-Government Act and omer 
facilities in the partially excluded areas, reiterating agrarian piogramme of the 
Congress as passed in the Haripura session and drawing tne attention of the 
Congress Miaxstry towards it were passed. The Conference then ended. 


The All India Students’ G>nference 

Third SeMioii— Madras— lit Janoanr 1988 

Thb OPBNiNe Addbbss 

The Third All-India Stadeuts’ Conference commenced its session in Madras on the 
111. JaniMury 1938, at the pandal erected in the Medical College grounds, with 
Mr. if. B. i in the chair. There was a large gathering of stadeati. 



412 THE ALL INDIA STUDENTS' GONFEBENOB [UiOHo- 

Mr. AT. Sarvothama Sethy^ Cbairman of the Reception Committee, weloomei 
Brimathi Kamalndevi and delegates. 

Srimathi Kamaladevi, ioaugnrating the Conferenoe, said that in these days 
one could not minimise the importance of gatherings of youths and students. 
Everybody had come to realise the important role which the students had to play 
in the national life. The world, to-day, was in a disturbed condition, not merely 
in India but everywhere. It was but befitting that students should bestir them- 
selves and ^take interest in all subjects. The students acquired knowledge at a 
heavy cost and they were disappointed after their studies were finished at not 
getting a job. The creative genius was destroyed on the verge of flowering. The 
youth most find out the root cause of this disorder. In finding the cause and iu 
seeking a solution, the youth would bo doing a groat service not only to themselves 
but to the nation at large. It was in that task that the students had a great role 
to play. They should have an alert, stimulative mind, study the various experi- 
raents conducted in different parts of the world and then see how best the evil could 
be removed. 

Proceeding, Brimati Eamaladefvi said that the idea that the moment they were 
free from political domination by a foreign country, all their problems would be 
solved, was not a correct one. Something, much more vital than that, was necessary, 
and that was the duty of re-sliaping and re-buildiug society. It was for this 
reason that students were keenly sensitive to all new theories of social and eco- 
nomic order, and that was also the reason why Bojialism had come to attract the 
youthful mind with its powerful magnetism. 

The speaker said that the students should not identify themselves with any poli- 
tical party, but should have a wide and common platform. They should support 
all progressive and democratic elements. Youth should not recognise nariow 
national barriers. 

She found that many young men who displayed great extremism in politics, 
were not broad-minded m their social ideas. It was extremely necessary that social 
barrieis which still existed in the land should be removed. In the social freedom 
of the country, lay its salvation, and she would, therefore, appeal to the students 
to give particular attention to those problems. She also hoped that the young 
women of the country would take more interest in all these problems and contri- 
bute (heir share in rebuilding society. 

Youth, Brimati Kamaladcvi said, in conclusion, should develop its own distinctive 
qualities. Justice and equality should be tbeir watchwords. She was a Socialist, 
and she believed that in the formation of a Socialist form of government, lay the 
salvation of the country. But she would like to say that those wbe were iuvitod 
to address the youth should not exploit that opportnuity to voice forth their opinions 
and attempt to bring round the youth to tbeir side. The students must be exhorted 
to study the different viewpoints so as to develop their own distinctive qualities 
and distinctive line of work. She wished the Conference all success. 

Presidential Address 

Mr. M, R, Afasani then delivered his address. After thanking the organisers for 
electing him as the President, Mr. Masani said that the past year had been for 
Indian students one of straggle all over the country. There was an unprecedentod 
number of studeots’ strikes during the year and it was fortunate that, whereas most 
strikes of industrial workers were unsuccessful, the strikes of students in almost 
all important instances had resalted in victory for them. 

Proceeding, Mr. Masani said that one factor that had created an atmosphere 
where the students could breathe more freely than they could hitherto, was the 
coming into existence of Congress Ministries. That had meant the removal of such 
irksome bans as that on the national flag and that on the participation of students 
in i^litics. 

Discossiog the placo of the student movement in the political life of the country, 
Mr. Masani declared : "In a Conference like this it is almost unnecessary to affirm that 
students can and should take active part io politics. One of the objects of the AM- 
India Students' Federation is to prepare studeuts to take their due share 
struggle for complete national freedom. In is a very pioper objective for a student 
bt^y, for it is the minimum political programme on which almost all students, 
whether they be socialists, Oandhi-ites or Nationalists, can collaborate. While, hoj»^ 
ever, a students' organisatiou should have a political objective, it should 
the place of a political party. It should be political but not partisan, and its doors 
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shi^ be opened wide enough to admit etudenta of all ahadea of urocMasite 
tbeni^t I nopO you will guard against and resist any attempt by any 
party or group whatsoever to dominate and control the students’ Federation ” 

Mr. Uaaani then deprecated the attempts of certain leaders to form 
orgasisations among studeatsa 

*it is a trai8m’\ Mr. Maaani said, ‘‘that the first job of the student is to study. 
Bat study is not oonfinod to the reading of books sod the passing of the Uuiveraity 
Examinations. 8aoh study loses most of its value inless it is supplemented by the 
study of the aotual facts of life. And this can be o^’^aiued best by living contact with 
the masses of the people and their poverty, their hardships, and their struggle for 
existence. Besidte, such contaot is the best corrective to dogmatism. Study oonsists 
in trying to find out things for ourselves, and not taking things too much on trust 
If we are trying to breik the bonds of old religions we must uot invent new ones for 
ourselves. Tbe acceptance blindly and unquestioningly of the teachings of Mann, 
Mahomed or Marx is equally to be avoided.” 

Referring to Oandhtjt's Wardha Scheme of mass eduoation, Mr. Masani described 
the attempt to make education self-supporting as a retrograde move Even tbe Gon« 
servatives in other countries were prepared to accept the financiai burdens of mass 
education as a necessity, but the Congress whioh had stood for half a century for 
education for the masses was not asked to be oontent with the idea that the obildren 
in a school must pay thoir own way. . Penal reformers have objected even to oonviots 
in prison being made to earn their Jiving in jails. It was much more intolerable that 
little children should be expected to buy thoir meagre education by tlieir own labour. 
Referring to the scheme of. vocational education, Mr. Masani said that while education 
should not be entirely bookish, too much time in tbe proposed curricnlum was allotted 
to n^anual labour and too little to tbe acquit log of knowledge. Tbeu againythe sort of 
vocational training which was proposed to be imparted was an anachronism at the 
present time. Whether we liked it or uot, our Jives in future were bound up with 
the maohine. We need not, if we adopt the socialist system of society suited to 
machine production, be their slaves, but there was no going back on maohino produo* 
tion. If the maolune stopped working, most men would perish. Even romantic per* 
sons who got sick of oivilisation and went away to live a primitive life in a jungle, 
did so with an up-to-date rifle and a stock of tinned food I On the other hand, indus- 
trialisation and machine production were only means to an end. Human welfare and 
happiness were the prime considerations. If that was forgotten, our achievements 
would be like the ending of Karel Capek’s play, “R. U. K.,” whore the robots, having 
slaughtered the last human being, aonouncod their intention of building many houses ! 


CoDcluding^ the President drew the attention of the delegates to the conferonoe to 
one of the objects of the Students* Federation whioh was to encourago oo-operation 
between students of India and tbe students in other parts of the world. During the 
past year two developments had taken place in this connection. Quo was the^ lorma- 
tioQ of an organisation of Indian students in England which would act as a link bet- 
ween them and the western world. The other was the participation of Indian students 
in international gatherings of students in Europe wliere students from all countries met 
to consider their attitude towards happenings in countries like Spain and China, lie 
hoped that Indian students, through the All-India Students' Federation, would play a 
greater part in future in the International Student movement. 

Piwceedingt and Retolutiona 


Resolutions were then taken up for consideration. 

A condolence resolution touching the demise of Dr. Sir J. C. Bose, Sir Ross Masood, 
Dr. Jayaswal, and Messrs. F. Nandi, A. Barua, A. Chowdry and D, Dhaltacbaryo, 
Bengal detenus, was passed. , 

A resolution put from the chair, pciuting out tbe necessity of having an All- India 
students* volunteer corps, was next adopted. 

Mr. T, Qodimallah (]teml»y) moved a resolation calling upon Students’ Federations 
to actively organise an effective agitatroo against the inauguration of the Federation ; 
and urging tbe Indian National Congress to or^nise a boycott of the King’s visit and 
create deadlooks. 

Mr. Antar Earwani (Lahore) seconded the resolation, which was then carried. 

Oonsiderable discussion ensned on the following resolution moved by Mr. P, 
XHAknamurthi (Quntur) : 

"This oonfbrenoe is of emphatic opinion that Soviet Russia is the one country in 
the whole woridi which is oonaistentfy following the policy of Peace and Progress, 
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A iMBlation wu nort oongr^ting Om 'CoDgrew MiatotrT ia tlie Oentnl 
ProtriaM ott the step they had taken to Improre the indlgenoiia tyem o( 
on aradan bnee. The Cbnferanoe then aiiyootnad to meet again at 3 p. m. 

The Afimaoon Seeilen 


Tto delegatee who disa^teod with Mr. It. R. and deolded to oonUaoe 

the (?OQierenoe, met again in the afternoon, nnt^^r the nreBideuov of Mr. AT. 
Sarvathama Shetty and adopted a number of resolatior^^;. ^ ^ 

It was resolved to request the authorities of the various Universities and ednoa* 
tional institntions to adopt the vernaoular as the medinm of instrnotion. 

The aotion of the Ali-lndia Medioal Connoil in refasing recognition to tho 
Andhra medical degrees was oondemned and the Oovernmenv of Madras 
were requested to. take early steps to get the degrees recogoisod. ^*Tbo 
threatooing attitude’* taken by the non. Dr. T. 8. 8. Bajan when apeaki^ 
about the Medioal College strike was resented and ^e Government wore re- 
quested to begin the building scheme immediately. 

Moved from the chair, resolutions fixing Orissa as the next venue of tho 
Conference oalling upon the Students’ Feoeration of the various provinces to 
submit within two months schemes for the removal of illiteraov and pend- 
ing approval of such aobeme by the Working Committee, oalling upon the 
students to participate actively in all existing schemes for the Tiquioation of 


the programme to be fixed by the Working Committee and requesting the Govern- 
ment to take steps to deal with under-nourishment of children, to make pbytical 
training compulsory and to give compulsory military trainiug to all studenta without 
oblis^ion, were adopted. 

The following reeoluiiott moved by Mr. 7. Kaiki$ Fame and seconded by 
Mr. R. K. Gupta, and amended by Mr* B. D. Tiwari was adopted. **Tbis Con- 
ference ia of opinion that civil liberty without any qualification or reservation 
must be made an integral part of social and political existence of the people if the 
struggle for freedom is to be successfully pursued. It therefore osils upon the 
Ministries and the States to get repealed all repressive laws such as Beotion 144 of 
tho Criminal Procedure Code, Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code and the 
Criminal Law Amendment Aot and to lift the ban on certain organisationa inch as 
the Communist Party of India”. 

The Conference while applauding the action of tho Congress Ministries in releasing 
political prisoners and initiating some much needed reforms, expressed the view 
that the aotion taken against some Congressmen and students under the repressive 
provisions of imperialistio Acts was not justified, as ’’it retarded the anti-imperislisfio 
struggle”. 


Mr. 7. Oodiwala moved the following resolution : ’’This Conference strongly 
recommends that Hindustani should be the lingua franoa of India and the official 
Boript should be the Roman script and requests all the Provinoial Governments and 
universities to introduce Hindustani at least as a second language though not as a 
compulsory language in schools and colleges.” 

The resolution was amended by Mr. 7. F. Subramaniam and passed. 

Mr. Sajbal Kiahen moved a resolution stating inter alia : ’’This Conference ia 
of opinion that imperialist war is the product of intense rivalry for colonial coun- 
tries. The oapitalist oountries are ooropetiog for raw materials aod undeveloped 
markets in various parts of the world. This bitter -oompetitlon is the sole oanse of the 
hostilities between country and oonntry. It is beoanse of this international oompetition 
in the world market that nations are arming themselves to the teeth and prepanng for 
war. This Conference holds that already imperialist aggression has shown itself in Spsiu 
and Ghins'and that the increasing tension in the world sitmtioa is taking os rapidlv 
towards a world war. This Gonmrenoe direota all students* organisations in .India to 
^lively organios atadents* anti-war oommitteea and explain to atndeota tho implioa- 
tiona of an Imperialist war and when war aotoaily breaks oat| to organiae studenta 
not to partioipate in it.’* 

. Mr. Fromod Sam moved an amendment to the eifeet that if British Imperlaliam 
ti students ahould atrengthea the haeda ef anti-imperialist forossi 

Xue resolution ss amended wae carried. 

Ziie uest resolution adopted rolstsd to the Wsrdhe Soheme. If ran as follows: 
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*Thi8 Conference demands and folly sopports universal free and oompolsory ednoation. 
While appreciating the advancement the Wardba scheme proposes to make over the 
present edncational system, the Conference disagrees with the idea behind Oandhiji*8 
scheme of self-supporting education, as under the present condition it leads our 
popular Oonmm Ministries and the public into the belief that much can be done 
even under the present Government of India Act. Farther, the Wardha report is not 
related to the growing needs of a progressive society, for it believes that an eduoationa! 
system based on craft instruction will be more attractive, while the real need is the 
greatest expansion of schools and other educational facilities.” The resolution was 
carried. 

By another resolution the proposal to form political provinces on a iinguistio 
basis was approved and the Provincial Qovernmentt were requested to start lingnistic 
nidversities. 

The next resolution passed ran as follows : ‘‘This Conference feels that students 
have a vital part to play in the future political destiuy of India and so welcomes 
the inoreasixiig realisation by the leaders of this fact. Bat, it views with apprehen- 
sion the reservations that are made by distinguished loaders regarding students 
■otivities in politics. In particular, the Oouferenoe disagrees with the advice given 
to the students not to participate in any direct political activity, as such activity 
is dictated not by the character of the Provincial Governments, but by the funda- 
mental basis of imperialist rule in India. This Conference assorts the right of 
stndents to strike, and regrets the attitude of those polttioal leaders who advise the 
students to abandon the fundamental right to strike.” 

“This Conference strongly recommends to the varions provincial students’ organi- 
sations the formnltation, at an early date, of conorete proposals whereby both 
past and present students can contribnte their best to the urgent and necessary 
work of rural reconstruetton. Such proposals, after formulation with reference to 
the conditions of particular provinces, should be submitted for inter- provincial 
criticism so that the way may be paved for an All-India programme in the near 
future.” This resolntion was also unanimonsiy adopted. 

By the last resolution a protest was registered against the presence of G. I. D. 
reporters at the Conference and the Madras Ministry was asked to take steps to 
see that such a oonrse was not. adopted in future. 

Die Conference then adjourned to meet again on the next day toMnformally discuss 
the constitntion of the Stadents’ Federation. 


Third Day — Madras — 3rd. Jauoary 1938 

Be-assembling, this morning, at the pandal iu the Medical College .grounds under 
the presidency of Mr. Sarvottam Shetty^ the delegates to the Third All-Tndia 
Students’ Conference who decided vesterday to oontinne the session notwithstanding 
Mr. Masani’s ruling, ’passed a resolution demanding the immediate release of all 
political prisoners and detenus and the withdrawal of the restrictions on politicals, 
and expressing the opinion that the policy of the Bengal Government as regards the 
release of political prisoners was quite nnsatisfactory. The resolution was moved 
from the chair and was anaoimously adopted. 

By the next resolution, the delegates called on all Provincial Governments to 
take administrative steps forthwith for meetinx certain immediate demands of the 
stndents of the countiy. These were the withdrawal ot all Government circulars 
prohibiting stadents or teachers from taking part in any politioai activity or joining 
any political party, and the abolition of caning and other forms of corporal 
panishment and the grant to students of a fair trial before they were rnsticated 
from schftls and oolioges. The resolution, which was moved by Mr. P. Krishna^ 
mtirMt and seconded by Mr. B, K. Murthi also asked the Governments to refuse 
to award grants to educational institntioos which were being lun on communal 
lines and in which religions instruction wss compulsory. 

Mr. r. Qodiwalla moved a reeolution which was adopted, congratulating the 
stndents of Spain and China on their brave stand. Mr. Qnpta seconded the 
resolntion. 

The meeting then-ooiilldmed certain changes In the oonstitation of the All India 
Btoiettti* VsderoSmi. . 

Bringing the prooesdings to a oloae the President hoped that the stndeat body 
of liiia moM prooertp a oailod front in respaot of their common ideals. 



The All India Trade Union Congr^ 

Open Salmon— New Delhi— Jannaiy 1988 
P^arfdantial Addnett 

The open session of the All India Trade Union Congress was held at New Delhi 
on the tut. Januanr 1938 under the jpresidenoy of Sreejut Sibnath Bantriee, 
Among those present were Mr. Mohanud Saxeaa, Mr. N. G. Bang%^ Mr. Yusuf 
Meherally, Mr. R. S. Nimbkar, Mr. B. 8. Buikar, Dr. Siiresh J^erjee, Mr. 
Boumyendranath Tagore, Dr. Bam Manohar Lohia and others. 

Mr. Yuauf Meherally, on behalf of the Congress Sooialist Party, oonyeyed support 
and greetings to the Trade Union Congress. 

*^For the last two years we are trying very earnestly to have unity with the 
National Federation of Trade Unions and this year the N. F. T. U. has aooepted 
the proposals for unity. The terms are rather stiff, but I feel we should acorat 
them and try to give efleot to the structural unity as early as possible'*, said w. 
Sibanath Batter Jee In his presidential address. 

Mr. Banerjee said that the T. U. Q had also shown extreme eagerness for 
working in oo-operation with National Congress but the response from the National 
Congress was most nnsatisfaotory and disappointing. Due to the inflnenoe of Mr. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other radioal forces In the Congress, the Soolalist Party in the 
Congress was giving up some of its old habits of thought and aotioa. It was their 
duty to quicken and hasten this prooess of radioalisation but their strength lay in 
the solid organisation of trade unions and peasants' unions. 

Referring to the inauguration of the new constitution, Bfr. Baneijee said for the 
first time in the history of the labour movement in India some direct representatives 
of workers were in the Provincial Assemblies. If the mass agitation and struggle 
outside were co-ordinated with the agitation inside the Assemblies, quicker and better 
results oould be assured. 

Reviewing the working of the Congress Ministries, f the President said the recent 
developments and statements of Sardar Yallabhbhai and Mr. C. Uajagopalaohari and 
the arrest and oonviotion of Comrade Batiiwala, and Comrade Yusuf (Cawnpore), 
the banning of the Bihar Kisan Sabha by the Conjgress and the events in Gawnpor^ 
Ahmedabad and Howrah had shown that "brown bureaucrats may be as unpleasant, 
or more perhaps, than the white. Still, as they were amenable to political control, 
at least theoietioally, we should press them to pass immediate legislation to guarantee 
tundamental rights”, added Mr, Baneriee. 

Eetemug to Yedetation, Mr. Baneriee said that strong determination to oonaolldate 
SE ^SUe mlKvtant ioioea wsa neoeaaaty lor oott\iaV\^R danger. Unlortanatoly that 
was not visible in the present leadership of the Oongreaa mad •H woatd ^ no 


constitution: Le^ thestruggle ^ the ^Ym^sib fand^et \hS^ stTuMle 
make the inauguration of^e Federatmn i«P“«We^and tot tjjt gr w*® 
wreck the ooStitution and create conditions favourable xor convening a 
Assembly/’ oondud^ Mr. Banerjee. 
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Arade nnkm OoDgren and tha National Federation of Tirade Unions nod appointed 
a 8ab-Oommittee oonaiating of Meaara. Sibnath Banezjee, R. 8. Rnikar and R. 8. 
NIaibkar to earrj on negotiations witk the National Federations of Trade Unions 
and hold a Joint session of both organisations as early as possible. 

The resolntlon stated that in Yiew of the formation of Oongress Ministries in the 
several provinoes oommitted to a programme of realising the basio trade union rights 
and sttimmiim demanda of the workers, the achievement of organisational unity with 
the National Federation of Trade Unions and the oreation of a oentral AiUlndia 
Trade Unidh organisation of the Indian working olaaa had beoome argent and oonld 
no longer be poatponed. Even though the terms proposed by the Federation at its 
Oateutta asssion fail to meet the nnity proposals of the 1. T. U. 0., the latter in 
the interest of the working class movement, aooepts the terms of the National 
Federation of Trade Unions as the basia for atruotnral nnity.*’ 

The resolution was proposed by Mr. Nutkar and supported by Messrs. Earmk, 
JEMharmA Soitri and Mukundalal Sarear. 


SMond Da 7 -*N 8 W Delhi— Sad. Jamiary 1938 

FsunUL SOBBMl QPFOBin 

The All-lndln T^ade Union Oongresa to-dsy passed a reaolntion, expressing its 
smphatio and nneqnivooal opposition to the Federal soheme, adding, ’’There being a 
grave daiiger that a seotion of the Nationalists ia trying to minimise the stm^le 
^idnst the elave oonatitntion into a formal ooostitatioiial protest, this session 
declares that the only effeotive way to struggle against and end the new Constitn- 
tion la by the revolntionary ntilisation of the Tegtslatnree and the linking it np with 
direot lotkm by the masaee, enoh as a general political strike and a no-tax oampaigo. 
The Tradea Umon Oongresa oalla on the Gongreaa to take the initiative in devefontnx 
male aotion and also to quit the Mintetriai if the Federal aoheme !e throat on India.*' 

OmB Rmoluiioxb 

The T. U. 0. also adopted a^reeDlntion exhorting Anti-war propaganda, the Oongress 
MhdstrieiL workers and peasants to take steps to oondoot anti-war propaganda in 
view of the iwi pn^ing duger. 

Ote reaolationa Mmanded the lifting of the ben on the Oommuniat Fsrty 
and the rdeMe of persona oonvioted of Oommuniat aotivitieSijriewed with alarm 
the apphoation of ’’tiie imperialist ooaroive appantna'’ against Miaan Sabha workers 
and strikers, reoueated the freeident of the National Ooimresa not to allow the 
esianiaalioa of rival trade unions against the T. U. d, oondemnad the oreation of 
wmiunnxm Fedenl aathority and urM tha members of the Oentral Legialatnre to 
oppose tha Trades Diapntea Amendment Bill and to work for the repeal of the 
tSSb DIspntea Aot of im 


ThfadOar-NMT IMU-erd. Janaaiy 1938 


Ali'IodUt Trade ITnioii Oongraes seailon were marked 
of which wee the aleotiOB of Pracident and 


Iba oloaiiig atagaa of On 

by grmd withnsifiini the i 

Gimral Seoiolaiy for the year. The sitting lasted from 9-30 p. m. to 0-30 in the 
amriiliu. The eleotion resulted ia a victory for the Oongreoe Sooialist Party, wbioh 
aegniwTboth the offioeoa 

Ai m the adoption of the aannal report tad accounts, Mr. Yoanf Mehonily pro* 
1 J^.Moresh Ohaiider Baoneijoe, M. Id. A. Beml, prominent member of the 
ress Sooialist Pkrty, for the Preeldentship. The other party’s nominee, Mr. 
oath Ben. waa prop^ hj Hr. Datt Yotiiig nanllad ioa large majority 
lorTte. Beaenee, who was duly eleoteda 

Tha main oontaat howaver, was over the eleotion of the Qeneral Seoretary, 
ler which Mr. B. X. Mnkheijee, Seoretary, East Indian Railwayman’s Union, Laoknof 
was propooed by Mr. Dujeodraaath (Sen on behalf of Ckmgreae SooiaUits, while 
Mr.lL&^iaiim was m up by tha otiier aide. Mr. B. K. Kokarjaa was duly 
eiaetad by 38S vetsa i^alaat 

Bofow raaolatioBa waraadoplad bafbra the aeaaion finally oomfindad at 6>80 In fiw 
ftontinairi dHt^rtan to dm Trade Union Omnreat Inttrpnlad tha alaetliM M 
thn gcowl^ itiMldi of OangroH BooinOnin in th« tnda ooioa laid. 
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I7lk. Setnon— Nagpnr-'lSth. 1938 

UnificatfoB bI Tnde Union yMofonMnlt 

Om 5,000 workers attended the one-day joint session of the All India Trade Unioa 
Congress which oonclnded at Nagpnr on the 16ftk^April 1938 amidst rejoicings at 
the nnifioatioQ of the Indian Trade Union movemedft brought about by the affiliation of 
the National Trade Union Federation to A. 1. T. U«t!l. Prominent leaders of both wings 
attended the session including Messrs. N. M. Joshi m. l. a., (central). BL B. Bakhale, 
8. Gu Sen, Sibnath Baneni, JL 8. Nimbkar. Aftab Ali, P. 0. Bose, Han Ebranath Bastri, 
Mrs. Mani Ben Mnlji, Mr. W. Y. R. Naidn, &imati Chando Bibi, Mr. N. Bntta 
Mainmdar. Mr. Mnkandalal Siroar, Mr. Yosnf Meher Ali and Mr. B. K. Mnkhefjee. 

The session oommenoed in the afternoon amidst enthnsiastio ^enes to implement 
the agreomont between the principal labonr organisations in the bonntry. 


ThnWaleoBie Addsnee 

Mr. R. 8, Ruikur^ chairman, reception committee, described the meeting as a his- 
toric session when the two wings of the Indian trade onion movement who nnfortn- 
nately ha«l drifted apart were coming together to unite. It was nine years sgo, he 
said, that this very city witnessed the unhappy split in the trade onion movement and 
he was glad that they were again meeting at Nagpor today to unite onder the banner 
of one central organization. Beoalling how the non-ooperation movement under 
Mahatma Gandhi's leadership which opened a new chapter in the then political history 
was initiated at Nagpnr, Mr. Ruikar hoped that this oity would have agaid the credit 
of new orientation of the working class movement leading them to a glorious future. 


PreiideBlial Addfoae 

Dr. 8. 0. after reviewing the events now'onlmlnatlDg in the happy uni- 

fication of Rie A. L T. U. 0. and the National Trade Union Federation,! declared that 
the need tor unity would not cease until their objective of replacement of complete 
socialism had not been realised. Alluding to the Oongress-Labour relations he strong- 
ly pleaded so that labonr while maiutaining a separate ezistenoe under trade union 
leadership should cooperate with the Indian National Congress in every anti-imperial- 
ist fight This alone would help labonr to realise its ultimate goal Deploring that 
Inter-provincial cooperation and harmony were absolutely lacking in the matter of ini- 
tiation of labonr lepslation by labonr M. L. A.’s in the varions provinoes, the presU 
dent hoped that the T. U. 0. would in future be more alert in their new phase of 
trade union activity. Reiterating their opposition to the Trades Dispates Amendment 
bill (which the Central Assembly bad already passed) Dr. Bannerji said that the pro- 
vincial Qovemment, particularly the Congress Government, should see that section ZYI 
of the Act as amended did not become law. 


He then referred to the prosecution of labour leaders in Bengal under section 197 
Gr. F. 0. and suggested an all-India agitation to stop this drive. The president further 
demanded an early removal of the ban on the communist party in India and assured 
the oo-operstion of labour in the efforts for the release of politioals and detenus in 
Bengal. Dr. Bannerji, prooeeding, mentioned that both the Congress and the T. U. C. 
were opposed to the new constitution and federation. The only effeotive way of fight- 
log federation in his view was direot action of the masses and general politioal strike and 
no-tar oasipMgn. The T. U. C. would folly support the National Congress, should the 
latter adept direot action. The fight ahead was inevitable as there was no chance of 
say other method succeeding in preventing the inauguration of federation against the 
peoplePs will 

Dr. Baaeiji oonclnded by advising other provinoes to follow Bengal’s example In the 
Mtter of establishing training classes for workers and making them oompetent to 
McoessfoUy lead the labonr movement. 


Mr. F. If. NMu, general secretary, read out messages of good wishes, wish^'- the 
oonfsienoe success, among others from Mr. Y. Y. Qiri (-Madras Minimr), 
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Uimr nr Laboub Raiods 

Hr. jV. M, Joahi^ moving the principal resolution which was oanied nnanimonsty, 
espressed his pleasure at the unity restored in labour ranhs and oongratulated the 
T. U. C. leaders on their spirit of accommodation they had shown in the matter. 
He hoped that the new combined labour organisation would be in a position to 
render more useful service to the workers in enabling them to gain their 
objective at no distant date. Mr. Joshi proceeded to say that it was not the monopoly 
of any particular individual or body to establish labour unions. They need not 
regret the decision of the Gandhi Seva Sangh to form such unions. He« however, 
hoped that such labour unions, as might be started under the auspices of the 
Gandhi Seva Bangha. would join them (T. U. C.) in their work ahead. Mr. Joshi 
eoncinded that their organisation was now powerful enough to ameliorate the 
eoonomio condition of the workers and secure political emancipation for them. 


Among those who endorsed the resolution were Mr. Tusnf Meherali (Socialist), 
Mr. Indmal Tagnik (Eisan Sabba)r Mr. Sibanath Banerji, Mr. R. 8. Nimbakar, Mr. 
Hari Hamath Shastri, Mr. N. Dntta Majumdar, Mr. Mukundlal Sircar, Srimati 
Chando Bibi (Delhi) and Mr. V. B. Eallappa (Nagpur). All of them desoribedv to-day*s 
session as historic in the annals of the trade union movement in the country and 
exhorted the workers to join the Congress in large numbers and intensify the 
fight against capitalism to secure the just demands of the workers. 


AmuinoK to Fobbion Oboahibitios 

Another resolution moved from the chair and passed without any dissent 
declared (a) the Congress shall not be afiiliated to any foreign organisation. It will, 
however, be open to the affiliated unions to do so provided that the foreign body 
with whom affiliation is sought has similar objects and methods ; (b) all political 
questions and the question of strikes shall be decided by three-fourths majority 
of the general council. Individual unions, however, are free to take any action they 
like in the absence of any mandate given by three-fourths majority of the 
jeneral oounoiL 


UmxT nr IDsadi Uuxoir MovmiRT'! 

The following resolution was further passed 

. 'The special joint session of the T. U. 0. and the Federation rejoices at the 
conclusion of the negotiations that have been going on for a few years with a view 
to bringing about unity in the Indian Trade Union movement and in sending its 
greetings of good wishes to the entire working class in India. This sessicn hopes 
mat it will be able to strengthen the trade union organisation in the country 
where it is weiA and create an organisation when none exists to be so that with 
Hie combined force that may be created it will at no distant date be able to 
.achieve for the Indian workers what is their due”. 

The offioial flag of the T. U. 0. shall now be red flag with the legend I. U. C. 
thereon but without the hammer and sickle. 

The principal terms of agreement approved by the executives of both the T. U. G. 
and the N. T. U. F. are that (a) the basis of representation on the joint general 
oousoil of the new combined T. u. 0. should be 00-60 each —44 members from 
each group: (b) the T. U. 0, should aooept the ooostitution of the National Trade 
Union FbMitfim In toto. 


The lollowiiig new oflIoe-bearerB of the T. U. 0. drawn from both groups were 
approved for one year from to-day. 

FfMmU Dr. a tt, Banrtce (T. U. OJI; Fioc-iVis^iif (« Mr. 
(federation) (fl) Mr. Jornnadm IWiU (F^mton) and (S) Mukundlal 8^ 
h U. 0.) Ommal Fe«ter|r :!&.»•?. Ba^e (F^erattooJ ; Tr^rer : Mr. R 
^ Hfmbkar n. U. a) and two aaiittaot saorotarieo, Mr. & X. Mukorji (I. U. CL) 
and Mr. & FhmMmr (Mention). 



Indian Chambers of Commeite Federation 





The Fed'eratlon of the Indian Chambm of Ornmnar oo and ladaatrj opened Its 
eleventh Mssibn in the Old Seoretariit, Hair MhK on the lijL Aptfl , IWM. 8lr 
Rahdmioola Jf. Chinojft President, In oonm of hSa a pa ae h abfal 

It is onstomarv on this oeossion to'snrTsy ths ‘Inteniatiooal 
affeotingoar trade and oommeree idiroad* The laafar pait of foa jear 1937' has 
nadoahtedly recorded a steady progress in the laeofary of latamalioiiid trade sinoe 
the depression period of 1939-33. The impatos to warid raepy a ry ivas dne iflbre 
or less to enormoos espenditnra on anBamenia wUbh have bronghk in an improve- 
ment in prices of certain raw mntariala and rapid daveloNBaBt of oartain industries. 
The industrial production of the world inolndlng IF: B. B. B., whioh was at its 
lowest ebh in 1033 being only 33 thon^ asaat Ogoias are not available fbr the 
wbolB of 1937, figures (11^100), rose to 111 la 1983 and 9or flio flret six months 
give snffioient iodioation that the Improvement was matnlained in moat of the* 
Industrial oonntriea. 

After October. 1937. however, the shadow of flie damp was osit on the face of 
many of the indnatrial nationB and ihat too, in spite of feverish* sotivity of the 
armament induBtriea all over the world. India too, I am aindd, is beginning to loae 
even the alight ground gained by her In the earlier part of 1987 and as latest figures 
worked oat on 1929 basis are not available, we have to Ite eatisfled with the 1914 
base year figures of the Indian Trade lonrnal. Ihe index number of wholesale prices 
at Csioutta was 91 in 1936 and 103 in 1937. The fignie renbhed 106 in Ootober 1937 
and has been falling steadily month after month and in l\sbranry last, it was at 97. 

During the tenure of my ofi3o& the ^ennial Oongreas of the International Chamber 
of Commerce was held at Berlin. Indian oommerolal Intoreets, aa represented by 
the Indian National Committee, were adequately lepresented by 3 delontion under 
the leadership of Mr. Walchand Hiraohand. Anomor anblMv of international 
importanee dealt with at the Congreaa related to the re-establishmeai of a system 
of free international exchange at stable rates. 

8o far as India ia concerned, it is needless to point out that there oan be no stable 
exchange with a deliberately overhauled ourrenoy as oars. The recent tendencies 
of onr export trade are sore to give an anxiona mommit to any one aerionsly 
considering the position of India in world trade. India being a debtor country with 
no investments abroad to pay for ber liabilities to the United Kingdom has to 
mainly depend upon ber export trade with foreign oountries. 

In other words, gold is the medium of exchange among paper money. Hay I 
present these observations to the Government of India who have allowed the export 
of more than Rs. 310 orores worth of gold at a time when other nations were 
strwling and manipulating their currenoiea to hoard it ? 

( do not wish to sound a passlmistio note about international oo-operation, 
the signs of times, as 1 see them, and the struggle of one nation for supremacy 
over another for the control of raw materials, are threateidng enough to provoke 
serious thought in our mind as regiids the fninre of thia oonntiy in the interna- 
tional trade. 


Dwmman or EicFiBa Smprnie 

After the adoption of the annuH report, three resolutions moved from the Chair 
were adopted. 

The first related to the development of Empire shipping, and oiged that in any such 
scheme steps sbonld be taken to secore an eqnitable and legitimate share for Indian 
shipping, and to Beouro to India the right to enaot maritime legislation on; the same 
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bisIt at the Dominions, taA lo micottrage the expansion of Indian shipping In In&'s 
own oseraeas trade. 

MAXi'amiix or Bulwatb 

la the seooad reaolation the epiaiioa irss expressed that serend ef the rseom- 
mendations of the Bailwsj Ingnirj Qommittee were noaeoeptable, particularly the 
one relating to the ouestion of oompanj management of railways, and trustea that 
the OoTernment of India would not aoeept ^m. It also protested sgainKt the 
•eobincemeBt of freight rates, and stated mat any soheme of co-ordination cl road 
and rail traaapdrt ahoiild not be allowed tD reatriot or hamper the .growth of motor 
tranq^rt « 

laoiBasa of Poaxui Bam 

The third resolntion proteeted agatnet the increase in the postal and ta1egra|)h 
rates between India and Bnrma immediately i^ter the eepacation of Barma. 

Nuo or IvDueBBiaL SMBAacg 

Mr. D. P. Ekaitan mored a resplntion adroeating the need of proper indnstrial re- 
eearoh for the utilisation of the eoooomie resonroes of the oonntry, and rocommonding 
that the Indnstrial Besearch Bnrean should have a larger dement of nwHd&ciii 
repreeeotation. The reeolution wee nnaaimonaly paseed. 

The next resolntion moved by Lala Skri Eam^ nrged the Oovemment of India to 
take the initiative, in oollahoration with provfneial Governments, to devise suitable 
maohinery for reviewing the development of indigenons industriee and for evolving a 
plan for their systematio expaneion. 

The resolntion wee paeeeeL 

Oo-QBmxAXiov or Fioioet & Linpim LuHsunon 

Mr. Oorikandaa Morarji moved e resolntion emphasising the neoeerity for the eo- 
ordination of factory and labonr ledalation in the provinces, so as to make it uniform 
and to prevent nnfmr oompetition Between indostnae located in different provinces, 
sad nrgiog that the Oentral and provinotal Qovemments shonld bear their "fair diare’* 
oi expenoitnre on labour weifsra work, instead of impoaing the whole burden on the 
industriee. The resolution was passed. 


BmionoF for SmaUi 'IsDTJsiBns 

Mr. Jamaked Mehta moved the next reeolntion regretting the decision of the 
Government of India to snspend the departmental inquiry instituted by them with 
recmd to the oondition of small industries as affeotM by Japanese oompetition 
sssing the Government of India to take steps for the resamption of the inquiry 
and urging upon them the neoessi^ of permanont machinery to watch the poeitioa 
of small industries in connexion with foreign oompetition and to recommend to them 
immediate measures for their adequate protection. The resolation was carried. 

^MannmuiKS of Faboubabui Tbadi Balaxoi 

Mr, CkuniM Mehta moved a resolation viewing with conoem the Increasing deter- 
ioratioB in the favonrable halsnce of trade of India, and urging the Government to 
devise sniiable measures to maintidn the necoseary tovourable balanoe. The resolation 
was passed. 

Goal aid Faoxobiib Aoi 

Before the semion adjourned for (he day, two more resolutions were adopted— one 
on coal and the other on the extension of the Factories Act 

The resolution on ooal disapproved several recommendations of the Goal Mining 
Committee, psrtioalarly those relating to the establishment of a statutory authority 
and to the rationalisation of the indnstiy, and nrged the institution of an inquiry into 
idle wholb mhlem : while the other eafiemad the opinion that the proposed extension 
of the provisions ox the Fsotorles Act aealixig with health, safety, ohiidren and regis- 
trstion to small power factories employing from 10 to 20 persons, and the propoaed 
grant of power to provi^oial Governments to extend the provision of the Act to power 
factories employing lees than 10 persona were likely to handicap the development of 
minor oottage indnstries. 
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Second Dejr— New Dellii-*8nd. April 1938 

Lrnuva Abboid 

'WTien the session of the Fadeniitioii wm resumed to-dsy, Ur. Mam SvMiaf 
moved a resolation on Indians abroad. The resolution was as follows : 

‘The Federation views, with grave concern, the policy of the British 
Oolonial Administration in resorting to duoriminatory legislation affecting the 
status and privileges of Indians as subjects in the colonies and 

partioularly in South Africa, Kenya, Ihimsayika, Ugands, and Zansibar and urges 
the Government of India to tifte firm and determined action to maintain and uphold 
the status and privileges of Indians in these oolonies and to secure for them In ail 
political and economic spheres, a position of equality with the other British 
subjects.’* 

Mr. Snbedar said that with the help of Indian settlers most of those colonies had 
been built up from wilder ness into flourishing lands and the very same Indians were 
now beiog gradually thrown out Many and varied were the disabilities imposed on 
them. What were the Government of India doing all these yean ? It was the 
attitude of Kero while Borne was burning. Indian labour was homiliated and insnited 
and Indian capital confiscated and to penistent questions put to the Government in 
the Assembly their replies were one series of evasions. ^ 

Mr. JHnahav (Karachi) supporting the resolution opined that unfortunately Infta 
was not yet in a position to effectively retaliate against the offending colonies. 

8tth doiwtti MS, who recently toured South Africa, gave nn aoeounl of the 
atunerons disabilities hereunder the Indian settlers were suffering. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

BB-oBoimanoK or FfeDEnanoN Omxm 

On a motion of Zala Shriram the Mouse adopted a resolution seeking the 
re*organisation of the Federation Office with adequate staff and equipment for tiie 
purpose of making a proper istudy of the numerous problems that oslled far the 
Federstion’s attention from time to time. 

UnusanoR or MoLassss 

Laia Ouruaharanlal moved a resolution expressing gratification to the O. P. and 
Bihar Governments for appointing a joint oommittee to investigate the possihUitiea 
of proper utilisation of molasses, partioularly for the manufacture of power alcohol. 
The resolation strongly oondemned the action of the Government el India in 
ratifying the international sugar agreement. It further urged that proper step 
should be taken for the utilisation of molasses la other directions. 

Laia Shankorlal, supporting the resolation, said as long as molasses were allowed 
to be wasted, not only the sugar industry would not be placed oii a strictly com* 
meroial basis, bat the producer would not get a margin of profit otherwise ivailabla^ 

The resolation was carried uoanimously. 

lupoBT or Aanmu. Silk 

Lata Shriram moved a resolation which stated ‘This Federation views with 
concern the increasing imports of artificial silk yarn into the country as they serve 
not only to displace in use cloth, both mill and handloom, made from Indian cotton 
bat also to postpone indefinitely any serious attempt to produce artificial silk fnom 
indigenous raw materials and it strongly urges the Goveroment of India to 
take immediate steps to check such imports. This Federation further urges Gov* 
ernment to encourage efforts to produce artificial silk from indigenons raw 
materials.” 

Mr. D. P. Khaitan emphasised that it was far better for Indian cnltlvator to 
depend more on the Indian cotton industry than foreign coantries like Japan which 
were manipulating thoir imports and exports to suit their Imperial game. 

Mr. 8. Bagchi (Calcutta) supporting the resolution pointed out that the nltimato 
aim of the Congress was an India united and undivided and the recent insurance 
legislation appeared to thrust a subtle wed/m into the structure of that unity. 

Jfr. Khoala (Delhi) having supported, the TOiolutiou was sdoptod. 


Oi 


mDIAN OHAUfiEBS Of OOtfltEfiOE FEDEBAlION [ mw tttaliti-- 
ABlOlfXBTBitl^ Of Exorai IlGlBLATIOirS 

Bfr. B. D» Amin moved the next resolation. *That this Federstton Is of opIslloD 
that difonlty of prooedore in the administrstioii of exoise legislations In differont 
provinces In reapeot of rates of exoise dnties leviable on spirits and splritnoos pre- 
. parationa has restated in restrioting free internal movement of snch preparations 
from one provinoe to another and has acted as a handioap to the development' of 
an indigenonPpharmaoeatioal Indoatry and of small Indostrios utilising its prodnots 
as raw materials and therefore urges provincial Oovernments to introduce uniform 
SBgolations In their exoise administrations.** 

ifr. M. B, PaUi supported the resolution which was adopted. 

Ikpobt or ViGiTABLa Gexb 

Mr. AT. (7. iltsra (Oawopore) moved the next resolution on vegetable ghee !n the 
interests of Indian agrioulturiat and with a view to develop the indigenous dairy 
Industry, early legislation should be undertaken by the Central Government so as 
to regulate (a) the import of the vegetable hydrogenated products known as vegetable 
or artificial ghee and (b) the marketing of all such products with a view to pre- 
venting their possible admixture with genuine ghee produced from cow or buffalo 
milk. 

The mover admitted that the advent of the vegetable ghee had checked the sale 
of adulterated ghee and had incidentally fnoreasM. Somewhat on the lines of that 
listing in England was needed here. 

There was a healed discussion as to the propriety or otherwise of a resolution 
moved by Diwan Bahadur Rainaaapabathi Mudaliar on Agricultural Debt Belief 
measures. 

The Diwan Bahadur said that the debt of the agriculturist was increased not 
beoanse of any unconscionable rate of interest but because of the unbusinesslike 
habits and nneoonomio nature of the holding. The low level of prices had also been 
greatly responsible for the deplorable condition of the agriculturist. 

Mr. Soahang Dinahaw raised a point of order regarding the propriety of the 
resolution being discussed at the session of ^e Federation in view of the fam that 
the mover had* based most of his observations on the provisions of the Madras Act 

ELicnoim or Omcs-BBAUBBs 

The following office-bearers were elected for the next year 

President— >Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta. 

Yice-President— Dewan Bahadur Batnasabhapathy Mudaliar. 

Honorary Seoretary— Hr. N. N. ifien. 

Members— Messers A. L Ojha^Debesh Chandra Ghosh. M.A. Master, Kastnrbhal 
Lalbhai, Padarapat Singhania, J. C. Setalvad. N. L. Puri. M. C. Ohia, ffaramchand 
Tbapar, Mohammad Ismail, Ouruprasad Kapur, G. D. Birla, Qurusaran Lall, Brijiai 
Byani, Shivratan Mobta, G. Hayavadana Bao and A. D. Shroff. 

The session at this stage concluded. 
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t hayiDg atuM M tta end of. 1088. ^ Aftor Jone 1937, togar priow 
Mt ta the same ezteiit aa in the oaao of stM or ooal. PcIgm of ^ 


fMirea hare been remarltaHj iteady doriM the laat three or four mre. The hem 
aim m the prioe of raw oottoa io l937-% ooapled with the ratiomSintion 
ladiiatrj, enabled it to make a anhatantial proOt withoat inoreaaifis ita prioee to the 
oopaamen; The rise in boouiiodity prioea in the early part of 1937 had a heirleaiaw 
MMt on jute prioea and the qaotationa reoorded eome inerease in April 1937. There- 
afm. howerer, the intrinaic weakneaa of the industry, aa a reanlt of o?er«nrod^lOQ 
and toe baaineaa rooeaaion, aaser ted itself and prioea declined oontinaonalythienah- 
out the rest of the year. ^ 

lha 

Tea in 1937-38 fared well and its near future appeara to be fairly bright aa the 
inaaatry ia reaping the fruit of a well-thought-out regulation aoheme in great eon- 
tnat to toe nneoonomio and. anregnlated production and export of the penod betore 
1933. Prodnctioo and oonanmption has been growing in tne laat fire yeara. and in 
1937-38 they were nearly doable those of 1932-S. 

Since March 1937, the index of oement shares had dropped oonsiderably, tbon 
it had mainuined a fairly steady rise from the lowest level of Angust 19^ tf“ 
end of 1938-37. This fall is dne to business reoession daring 1037-& 

Starting with a better demand in the early months and oonsonnent' expaneion el 
onrrenoy to the extent of JEls. BflOfpjXO against the transfer of sterllDg seourltiee 
to the Issue Department, conditions in the money market worsened towards the end 
of the year. Trade was deelining and money beoame nnnsable. A oomparatiTely low 
rate of interest rated toe market throoghont toe year. Ihe Reaerre Bank rata 
remained unchanged at 2 per oent throughout the year. 

Bxlakoc Of Xra]» 


The merohandiae balanoe of trade in favour of India amounted to Be. 15,88 /X)lOOO 
aa oo^red with Ra. 61.91^^ in the previous year, showing a fail, of over Ba. 
WKfiOfOO due primarily to a great inorease in the valne* of importa. Inofaxdiiig 
tranaaotiona in treaanre. the total visible balanoe of trade in favour of IndiiL. was. 
Be. 30B4tOO,OCX) in 1937-38, as oompared with Rs. 9(1,90,00,000 in 1930-87 and Ba* 
4Qf2fX)jxO in 1935-30. Conditions of trade were not eo favourable, at the end of 
year aa in toe earlier period, and resulted in the decline in the rnpee-sterliog rate. 

The total value of India's export to all countries, inclading Burma, in 19^-38 
amounted to Rs. 181,00^,000, Ba. 4^QO.OO/X)0’ less than the- preceding year and Ba. 
31,00,00^000 more than in 1935'30. The imports showed a remarkable recovery, rising 
by Rs. 32DO/X),000 as oompared with the preceding year and Bs. 2ijX)WfiQO as 
oompared with 1930-88. India's internal traae^ has been increasing in volume and 
oontmncd nnoheoked daring the wholb of 1937-36L 

Dealing with the last period of the year, the Review finds that a change, due to 
revival In TFali Street and American commodity markets, breugbt the index of a 
variable yield securities to the first small ilae since 1937. Commodity and share markets 
have shown some revival from the middle of June, but it ia too early to say whether 
this ia toe real be^^nning of a real bussiness recovery. 


The Associated Chambers of Commerce 

Aattual SearioB— Caleutta-*19tb. December 1938 

Pkesldenlial Address 

PireaicBng over the annuaT general meetly of too Associated Chambers of Commeroe, 
whidt was opened by his Sxoelleocy the Yioeroy at Oalcntta on the 18lh. Docwibaf 
1B88, Sir Qiorge OampbelU president of the Bengal Chamber of Commeroe. eonnded a 
general note of warniDg on the desirability of the provincial Oovernments’ examining 
veiy etoaely the possible repercussions of such labour legislation as they might introduce, 
tboa9& where reforms were due the chambers were behind none in toair desire to 
aeo tnm inangnzated with all reasonable speed. He also suggested the advisability 
of some oooimaation in labour policy aa bkween the different provincial Governments. 
Boferring to the Indo-Bnrma trade agreement, Sir George expressed the hope 
that when time eamo it might in the interosts of toe trade of both India and 
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Barma ba renewed ia its entirety or with ^ery Httle modiftoation for a farther 
period of (?) years. 

As regards the Ottawa agreement he' felt sare that it had not been so dissdraa- 
tagaons to India as many ontios bad tried to make cut and had not prevented India 
from making bilateral trade agreement with other parts of the empire, soohas 
Anstralia. He hoped that the Oommeroe department of the Government of India 
would soon find time to disooss and to inaogarate suoh agreements. 

Upon the subject of federation Sir George Oampbell observed tl^t its prospects 
were ohsonred by threats of noQ*oooperattoa and by the attempts to alarm the 
ptiaoes by xnanufaotaring agitation within their states. The campaign against 
federatioa enlisted in some respects the sympathy of more moderate elements 
and revolntionary forces were quick to seize on this as an oppoitauity of eztendiug 
their infinenoe and maintaining a link between themselves and the vast body 
whose drift towards oonstitntionalism they deplored. The existence of that drift 
was an evidenoe that their own ezperienoe had proved to the former critics that the 
oonstitntion went further to meet their aspirations than they believed before they 
gave it a trial and it was to be hoped that they would resolve to bnild on the 
fonndstion of the existing federal scheme rather than allow themselves to be made 
tools of the forces which were striving to destroy the society which the ministries 
were striving to preserve and advance. 

The Viceroy’s Opening Address 

In the course of his address opening the Chambers, H, E. the Viceroy said 

I listened with interest to what yon said on the matter of labour legislation. 
Deoent and humane conditions of work are, as I am sure yon will agree, the most 
effective antidote to subversive forces in the labonr movement and that consideration 
has idways been present to my Government in their labour legislation. But progress 
baa been tempered with oaution ; in every advance undertaken there has been fall 
oonenltation with the interest ooncerned and fall weight has at all times been given 
to the stage of development of labonr in this country. My Government entirely 
share the view that there may well be advantage in the provinces and the centre 
taking counsel together in order to coordinate labour policy so far as local conditions 
permit and the whole of this matter is under active consideration. 

Inou and Bubka 

I am fully sensible of the importance of maintaining close and cordial trade 
relations between India and Burma, whose mutual trade enrpasses in volume the 
trade between India and any empire oountry other fhan the united Kingdom. With 
this end in view, my Government will oontinue to watdh with interest the working 
of the present agreement. 

ANOLO-AKBBIOAN AeBBEKEST 

Like yhn 1 weloorae the oonolusion of the Anglo American agreement. I do not 
propose to touch on this topic at any length. But let me in a word emphasize its 
economic aspect and its importance as the most noteworthy contribution in recent 
years towards the problems of rehabilitating international trade. 

1 listened with great satisfaction to your frimidly words of oongfatnlation to my 
Pests and Telegraphs department, which cannot but be a real encouragement of them* 
I trust Binoere& that the diffionUies you have mentioned in connection with the 
despatoh from nome of air mails are now being sarmonnted, and will not recur. 

lasus OF Fxdbbatzon 

In your apeecl^ Mr. president, yon laid particular stress on the issue of 
federation. I wholly agree with yon as to the vital importance of that issne, more 
partionlsrly at the stage which has now been reached. And I hope, gentlemen, that 
f shall not nodnly strain yonr patience if in the remainder of my remarke to-day I 
devote myself primarity to it 

When I spoke to yon in December 1937, 1 said that there lay ahead of us the 
i^ievements of an ideal which was the ideal which inspired the framers of the 
Obvemmeot of India Act of 1935. An ideal, I added, for whioh we owed a deep debt 
of gratitade to those spokesmen of tiie Indian States sod of British . India who had 
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taken part in the deliberations which resalted in the present constitational scheme. I 
ttentianed mv ooncern to ensure that no avoidable delay occurred in the dovelonment 
of the federal scheme and in the arrangements in connexion with it And I said, too, 
that I in no way regretted the lapim of time which had taken place in connexion with 
those preparations ; for the delay involved gave us tho opportunity carefully to 
scrutinise from every aspect all tho features of the scheme, and to give its full and 
appropriate value to every one of them. A year has passed since then. Much 
farmer spadework has been done, spadework of great value, for which the Secretary 
of State and I owe a very real debt, and a debt which we gratefully acknowledge, 
to those who have given such invaluable help to*uf-: At the state which we 
have now reached there may, I think, bo advantage in leviewing briefly the general 
posi^on. and in bringing oar minds back to the oonsiderations which weighed with 
the Parliament and with the Joint Select Committee when they devised tho 
constitutional scheme the second part of which is now approaching realisation. 

PkBSONAL Contact with SEcnsrARY of Stats 

1 have had the advantage, this summer, of renewing personal contact with 
the Secretary of State, and 1 have been able, too, to renew the same personal 
oontaot with members of both Houses and with his Majesty’s Ministers. There 
has never been any divergence of view— though I have s'een that suggested,— 
between my noble friend the Secretary of State, or his Majesty’s Ooverument, 
and myself on the federal issue. But in speaking to you today I can do so with 
the additional oonfidenoe as to our entire unity of purpose and approach given by 
my oonversations this summer. 

Bevisid Draft Instrument to Princes 

“While I have been away, and since I have returned, a further stage, and a 
vital one, in the clearing of the approach to federation has been achieved and I am 
glad, gentlemen, to be able to speak to you today with the knowledge that the 
princes are shortly to receive the revised draft instrument, and will be asked to 
signify within an appropriate interval of time their decision on it. 

The federal scheme has, I well know, blen the target of many criticisms— from 
important political leaders, from the press, from private individuals. I have stniied 
those oritioisms with all the attention that they deserve, and with the fullest 
aooeptance of the sinoerity of purpose underlying them. I can but repeat, in 
the event, what I have said before, that no criticism of the scheme of feacration 
embodied in the Aot that I have seen advanced was absent from the mind of those 
of us by whom that sohemo was framed. W*e were fully conscious of the directions 
in which it was open to attack. We wore conscious that no scheme that the wit 
of man can devise can be free from blemish— even from more serious error,— 
more especially when the situation which it is designed to meet is iiniquo in 
history, and presents features of such complexity and such difficulty. But our 

ooQolusion was, and it is my considered opinion today, that the scheme then 

devised is the beat practicable solution of the groat constitutional problem of India. 

Unity op India 

In framing the federal scheme, we had in view in the first place, as a 
consideration of dominant importance, the unity of India. The decisive weight of 
that factor calls for no argument today. Nor do I see any scheme that holds out 
a greater hope for the achievement of the political and the constitutional unity 
of this great country than the scheme of tho Act. Tho achievement of that 
unity is more important today by a long way than it was even three years ag?. It 
is more important, in the first place, as it has given the change in tho European back- 
ground : and the relations of the new ideologies which we .see developing to 

the ideals which have been and which remriin the basis of the British policy 
io India. It is more important, secondly, pruciscly because provincial autonomy 
has worked so well. The greater the success of tho sohomo of provincial 
autonomy, the greater the degreo to which the strong and diveiso claims of 

individual provinces, widely differing in racial and religious compositiou. the 
eooaomio and political outlook, asserts thomselves, the grearor is tho danger of the 
devaiopmeat of centrifugal and fissiparous tendoncies, and so of tho marring of that 
unity which it has beou the object of all of us who care for India’s future to see 
lohiofiid and consolidated. 



THE ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE [ 


RiicnoKt OF PuBUo Opinion 

In memring the reactions of Pablio opinion to any proposal of major political 
importanoe it is well to remind ourselves that the circamstanoes of politieal oontro- ' 
versy tend everywhere to magnify and to advertise those points as to whioh there is 
’ diffioulty or deep divergence of opinion* while those matters as to which there is 
oonoord and common agreement are too often*- in the heat and dost of the fray — 
forgotten or set aside. So indeed has it been in regard to the controversy npon the 

S uestion of All-India Federation. Tet, if the matter be impartially examined, it will 
a found that npon the essentia] merits of federation there is wide and in some 
highly important regards, nnanimons agreement. 

Follxb PounoAL Lm Fob India 

Let me attempt for a moment to probe the deeper reasons— the underlying 
instincts, upon which rests the anderstanding, so universal to-day, of the immense 
importanoe to India at this time of attaining a fuller political life without sacrificing 
the ideal of unity. What are the considerations, historical and contemporary, which 
4iav« harnessed the wider patriotism of Indians to the heavy task of seenring the 
poHtioal integration of their country ? . Surely it is the deep oonviotion that upon 
unity depends the position and prestige of India before the nations, and her capacity 
to take her due place in the world and to exercise upon world development the 
influence to whioh she is entitled by right of her history, her importance and her 
ouhnre, for the due fulfilment of her destiny, unity is essential, lo the past India 
has suffered much and lost many things as the direct and nnescapablo penalty of 
internal schism and division. These truths lie deeply embedded in the historical 
GODSoionsoeas of the people. 

I am convinced that their realisation to-day contributes most materially to shape 
opinion upon contemporary problems. Quickening and fortifying these powerful 
impulses* there is quite evidently a growing comprehension of the position of India 
in a world whioh has now beyond doubt entered upon one of those formative periods, 
the ontcome of which must affect the shape of human affairs upon this planet for 
many generations to come. It is certaWthat, in one shape, or another, suen a orises 
must impose intense stresses and crucial tests upon all people. That India is aware of 
all such matters none may doubt, her statesmen are constantly extending and broaden- 
ing the range and scope of their survoy, her publio is increasingly disposed to look 
outwards towards the great world of international affairs. Not as mere spectators, 
but as those who grasp the significance of India’s place in the environment of modern 
world bi'oblems, such stirrings of the national consoiousnees are bound soon to seek 
their dne expression, flow can they find expression an Jess unity upon an All-India 
haais is achieved ? 


^ Economic Significance of Federation 

Upon the economic significance of federation there can, I imagine, be no serious 
doubt or discent, and 1 am confident that commercial and financial interests through- 
out India are fully alive to its importance. I venture to hope that thoss interests, 
whether. ludiau or European, will make a direct contribution towards the education 
of publio opinion upon this weighty aspect of federation. The full fruits of ua^n 
will not ripen in a moment, but 1 believe that substantial benefits will very sdbn 
accrue. Differences and exceptions in (be economic field may— no doubt will 
—survive the achievement of the federal scheme. That, in the nature of things, 
is but to be expected but the achievement of that scheme cannot, in my judg- 
ment. but tend to harmonise the interests of all parties without material injury 
to any ; to weld together from the economic and fiscal point of view, in a manner 
and to an extent^ which could not otherwise be looked for, the Indian states and 
British India ; auu to ensure the alleviation of that lack of unity which, whatever 
ita historical explanation, cannot in this sphere but strike the observers calculated 
to reduce effleiency, and to hamper the development of India s natural resources, 
and of bet commercial and industrial opportunities. 


Provincial Auxoncrct 

When we last met a year ago, provinoial autonomy had bc«n in operation for 
nine months. Experience of those nine months had left me confident that whatever 


difioulties lay ahead (and^ the 
present then as it is today), 


libility of difficulty and misnnderstandsng 


the workability and the essentiid soandaeBB of the 
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pwliamwil had piOTed tbemselves ; and thtt irlikte*» • 


f w^nnMiV* ^ P~=r.S"no*«VXdW 

they representeda ooald in theVorktog!^^^^ WWAoSmaIbI t— 4.1 

measure from OoTernors, from the 


provinoial 
aerTib^v and, 


autonomy expeot in the fuUeat 
in BO far as. he was oonoerned 


from the Governor-Qeneral, friendly, and ready oo-operation. 

experience of the irorking cf pn)viDoial autonomy leavPB, I 
venture to olRim, no room for doubi on any of these uoints. The tributes which 
aiinisters of all political parties have in recent months paid to the woik of the 
great services speak ^ for themselves. I know from^ first hand how real is the 
impormnoe which Ministers attach to the loyal and willing oo*operaUon which 
^ o®o speak equally from first hand of the friendly character 
of the relations between Governors, standing as the King’s representatives outside 
P***^*^’ 00^ their Ministers* A.e to- the working of the special respon* 
sibilitieSf .yon. will. I am sure, agree that the forecast which 1 made in my message 
to India of Jane last year has been amply and fully realised. He would be a 
bold mao who, today, even in these conditions, exoinded the possibility, from 
one. cause or other, of diffionlty, even of very serious diffioulty, in the future. 
But, on a broad view,, the great experiment of provinoial antonomy, the transfer 
of rear powers to the Ministers eieoted by an electorate five timoa the size of 
the electorate that had previously voted in India, has proved a marked snooess. 
And, given the oontinnanoe of the goodwill and the understanding which has been 
given in snob fall measure there is no reason today why we (mould not look with 
oonfidence to. the* future. I have no fear that given, the same good will' and the same 
oo-operation the federal soheme maintained, by the joint talent of British India and 
the Indian states, will not -* — 
antonomy has been. 


be as great sol as signifiosnt a snooess. as provinoial 


VXDlBiL SOHKMB 

I am familiar with criticism that the federtf scheme is too restricted in its scope. 
Nor do I over-estimate^ in relation to federaticb, the importance or the value of the 
inferences to be drawn from the working of provincial antonomy. For all that, 
when I oonsider oriticisms such as those which I have just mentioned, I cannot 
bat think of the apprehensions expressed, and, 1 am sure, genninely ana sincerely 
felt, at the time of the introduotion of provincial autonomy. 

1 would ask whether experienoe has not shown the reality of the powers then 
transferred, the ready spirit of aooperation of governors and the services, the 
immense potentialities which the scheme of provincial antonomy, whatever 
hesitations it may have engendered before it was brought into being, has placed in 
the hands of ministers. And I would point to the fact that the special responsibilities 
placed upon governors by the Act have admitted, over a period of now more than 
eighteen months, of being which the Act intended them to be operated. Without 
any inteferenoe with the orderly development of the provincial scheme and without 
those frequent clashes between ministers and governors which were in so many 
quarters apprehended as likely, I am confident that, after allowance has been made 
lof the different setting on the stage, we may look for a similar state of things 
with the introduction of the federal soheme. 

To draw a strict parallel between the federal portions of the Act and the prCvin* 
oial portions would be misleading. But I would like to express my own profound 
conviction of the value and the importance of the orderly processes inherent in the 
federal scheme, and of the seeds of development which that scheme contains. I no 
more underrate here than in the case of provinoial autonomy the sinoerity of the 
doubts which critics of federation may feel, , . ^ r u 

But I would ask them to give federation the trial which I am convinced that tt 
deserves. Given good will and understanding, I sm sure that results of the grwtost w 
most lasting importance to the benefit of India may be looked 
I am confident, too, that the goTempr-genoral, whoever he may 
in the central as in the provinoial sphere^ he rsa^ to givB the faHest weight to g 
relevant oonsiderations ; that he will be ansdous tp.help those Ssii^tS 

advantage of any assistance which be may ve them j^d that he will be 

ready to approach the problems of the centre. Jkild i fully reodgnise now they differ 
from the problems in the provinoial field) wim detachment, openness, and sinoexe. 


4» THE ABBOOliTED OHIBBEBB OF COtflUatCfi ( 

•D^et; to roaoh the soluiion best in the intorestg o{ Mia. In theae matters the 

3 »lrit IS of more oonoern than the letter ; and that consideration is one that must at 
t times be present to those on whom fails the responsibility for government in this 
oonntry. 

Indian Statss 

Mr. President, I listened with great interest to your remarks about the Indian 
States and I weioome the opporinnity that you give me of saying a word about the 
States In their relation to federation. The states are as essential an element in a 
federation of India as are the provinces of British India. The unity of India is as 
dear a thing of them as it is to British India. It was with distinguished leaders of 
^e states that the tedersl ideal in its present form originated, and their oontribution 
to the elaboration of the federal ideal has in the past been material. The decision as 
to their farther oontribution must be lor them and for them alone to make. 

No pressure to take a decision in a particular sense will be brought npon the 
rnlerrof the Indian states by His Majesty’s government or by me. 

Indeed, this matter has throughout been approached with full appreciation of the 
responsibility which falls npon the individual ralor who has to take a decision of 
anon momentons ooofseqoenoe to his dynasty and his state. We have done all that 
lay in oar power to apply a just judgment to the points which have been raised by 
individual states In connection with their accession to federation and to find the wise 
and appropriate solntion of those points ; and we have, at all times, kept before us 
the ioeal of the unity of India. 

The decision whether or not to aocede to the federation of India falls to be taken 
at a time when the minds of many rulers are preoccupied with the question of de- 
termining the extent to which ideas germinated in different conditions, and arising 
from wholly differnt oiroamstaooes, are capable of assimilation with the background 
of tbeir traditions and responsibilities. I realise the diffiouty of that problem— none- 
theless great because, the advice and assistance of the paramount power is always 
available to rnlers. 

I must rest with rulers themselves to decide what form of government they 
sbonld adopt in the diverse conditions of Indian states and, as the Beoretary of State 
has again made clear in the last few days, while the paramount power will not 
obstruct proposals for constitutional advance initiated by rnlers, his Majesty’s 
Government have no inteotion of briogiog any form of pressure to bear upon them 
to initiate oonstitutional changes. 

I need not remind you of the close and active interests which so many rulers 
havo already displayed in this question. But in a field in which, for historical 
and ether reasons, such wide differences in conditions exist, generalizations are 
dangerous and misleading. This nature of any internal adjustment, the checks and 
balances appropriately to be applied, cannot wisely in ail oiroumstances be the same, 
and the fallest weight must be given to all relevant factors by those on whom the 
responsibility directly falls. But, gentlemen, let us make no mistake about this if 
federation is not to fall short of the high ideal which it has so far constituted, if 
it is to be a real federation of all India then the collaboration and the 
participation of the Indian states, and of the tradition they stand for 
are essential. 


WoBKom or Pbovinoial AuroNoair a touoh-bionb 

Gentlemen, I have kept you too long and only the importance of this issue is 
my exouse. It has been niy object to reaffirm to you my own faith in the federal 
Ideal : and the importance that in my judgment attaches to its early realization. 
Provincial autonomy and its working have in a sense been a toaoh-stone. I 
claim that we are entitled, in the light qf the working of provincial autonomy, to 
be of good beat# when we oontemplate the working of federation. Provinoial 
Mtonomy 'tud federation, essentially and intrinsioally parts of one another, 
repreient a great decision, si! the more significant when ontlined against the 
baekfroond of world politics. That baokgronnd is more sombre by far in 1038 
than it was in 1935. But the darkeiniig of the haekgfoond, the emphasis on 
totalitarian ideologies, have made no differenoe to the attitude of his Majesty’s 
Ooveranunit towim Mian eonstitationai advance. Their policy is nnebanged, 
they rsmaia of opinion that in the iotwests of India as a whole as well as from 
the print el view of iadividaal anita, whether states or provinoea, tho ideal embodied 
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Mt iB thftt beat oalbnlated to aobim iBBoltB. of-rotl^ iiid( 
alike to IMit mid the oomponent parts of theifederatioiu 
T yon* referred ia year remarks to the appeal whioli £ made wbea 

1 addresM yoa a year ago-Hui appeal for goodwill and patienoe, for their response 
fs ^bieh 1 am profooiidly grateful to your members. 

To-my I would make another appeal-Hia appeal to India for oollaboration, and 
I wonld ajake that appeal OTen to those who mav sifvmrely doubt the value of the 
federal^ sobem^ for t am oonfident timt experienob will justify my own profound 
bmief in it I would make an appeal for trust— trnat in the ainoerity of those by 
whom the eoheme baa been devieea, trust in the goodwill and the good faith of those 
by whom it falle to be carried out. I> would make an appeal finally, for patience 
and m a realisation of the dilBoulties of others, and I would ask again that, in 
oonaidenng the problems, whether of indifidnale or of units, the fnllest weight be 
all the attendant oironmstanoea. 

The rmpoDsibility to India of all of na who have it in our power to make any 
oontributioQ to the aohievement of the federal ideal is heavy and immediate, and it ia 
no light reassurance to me, gentlemen, to feel that in whatever '.effort 1 may amke 
to brina it into being withont delay, I have yonr goowilL and your nnderstandlog, 
sympathy and anpport. 

RMolalioBa— Ifigb Level of TaaatioB 

After the Viceroy's speech, the hon. Mr. H. Ct. ^Sffoket (Bengal Chamber) 
moved a resolution drawing the attention of the Government of India to the hif^ 
level of taxation in this country whioh was made more serious by. the njnostifi^ 
oontinuanoe of temporary taxes imposed to meet ' emereenoy conditions. He urged 
the Government once again to condnot early a review of the inoidenoe of taxation 
from whatever aonroe it was arising and both direct and indireot. 

DiFrxBixoB 15 PaovixouL Lxoislition 

Ifr. Q, L. Orchard (Madras) by a resolution drew the attention of the Govern- 
ment of India to the serions effect on the industry and oommeroe in this country 
likely to be osused by the differenoes in provlnolal legislation and the necessity for 
the estabiishment of some maobinery of oo-ordination in these matters so as to ensure 
uniformity. He hoped that the Assooiatiou would urge on the Government of India 
the neoessity, either of' bringing together the provincial Governments to discuss their 
proposals in order that a common policy oonld be arrived at, or of undertaking these 
forms of legislation themselves. If this were done all the . interests oonoerned wouldr 
get together in order to devise what was workable and best. 

Vabious Resoluhonb Aooptxo 

Mr. 17. AT. Ben (Panjab Chambers) moved tho following resolntion 

The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India record their appreciation of the 
Viceroy's address upon the federation and cordially assnre him of their fall aopport 
to the principles of his speech. 

On the motion of the non. Mr, Bomeraet Butler (Burma Chamber) the Association 
invited the attention of the Government of India and Burma to the long delay in 
oompleting reoiprooa! arrangements between the two countries under Section 44 of 
the Indian CHvil Prooednre Code whereby the decrees of the superior courts in India 
sbonldi be enforceable in Burma withont the neoessity of obtaining fresh deorees 
in Burma oourts and vice verea. The Association recommended the two Governments 
to take immediate steps to complete the necessary arrangements and bring them 
into force. 

* The meeting also adopted a resolntion on the motion of Mr. fiT. IT. Chisholm 
(Bengal Ohamber) drawing the attention of the Government of India to the extent 
to whioh the present high rate of stamp doty on inland oorrenoy bills re8trioted4he 
use of Booh bills in the nnaooe of inland trade and agriooltnre in this oonotry and 
bringing to tiie Government the desirability of oonsideriM independently the qoes- 
tiott of* stamp duty on tlm cheques, and the Heserve Bank of India ere^mmend^ion 
that the rate of duty on Bills of less than one year's nsanoe should bo reduced to 
tup annas per thonesnd rnpeae^ 

R e ee l rtiene^ffnd d oj r C a lcntl e lOlfc Ueeenhmt IMS 

TIm AMOdilad ObamlMn of.Ooumeroe to JBw 

wee noteworthy for an important rseolutioa moved by Mr. A nrori*. 
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mafi India Ohamber) orgiag stringent precantions agaiast commuaism. He 

moved : 

*De8pite the fact that oertaia proyinolal Oovernments severely disooontenaooe 
the oommnoist aotivi^ within their borders, the spread of oommanistio propaganda 
oontinuee in India. The events of the past year have shown that inoalonlable 
damage is being done to indnstries in the oonntry and to workers dependent thereon 
bj the dissemination of the oommanistio dootrines and the intimidation whereby 
it is aooompanied. This Issooiation therefore oaiis upon all Qovernments ooncerned 
to ensure the enforoement of more stringent precautions to ^isoonrage oommnnism 
by all means in their power in the interests of industriSl progress, general peace and 
welfare of the country^. 

lifABin Ibsubinqb 

By another resolution moved by Jfr. A, K, (7. Bogff (Bombay) the Association 
urged upon the Government of India the neoessity of enaotiag legislation in British 
India embodying the provisions of the Marine Insaranoe Aot 6 of 1906 and amending 
the sections 6 and 1^ of the Transfer of Property Aot, 1882, so far as they 
conflicted with sections 50 and 79 of that Aot, which provide for the assigament of 
marine insurance policies either before or after loss and for the right of subrogation 
respeotively. 

Mr. A. Mackintosh (Bombay) moved a resolution on registration ot trade marks. 
The resolution whioh was seconded by Mr. 0. W. Tosh (Upper India) and supported 
by Mr. F. 0. Guthrie (Bengal) was passed. The proceedings then terminated. 


The All-India Medical Conference 

ISth. Setuoa— Meerut— 27di. December 1938 

Mis Pandit’a Oponiiig 

The 15th. session of (he All-India Medical Oonferenoe was inangnrsted at Meernt 
on the 27th. Decembor 1938 by the hon. Mrs. Vijaya Laxmi Pandit^ United 
Proviooes Minister of Health. The Oonferenoe marked the lOtb anniversary . of the 
creation of the Indian Medioal Association. 

The aims of the Government of the United Provinoes in regard to providing the 
people with medioal aervioe and the Government's attitude to the medical .profusion 
were set out by Mrs. Pandit in her inaugural acMress. 

*‘SinOe the Congress Government came into power,*’ Mrs. Pandit said, *fit has 
been our oaroeHt desire to reorganise the Medioal Services so that the greatest 
number of people oould receive the greatest amount of help from onr medioal men, 
and also to make such alteratioos in the system as would turn it into a well- 
balaaced organisation and not a top-heavy struotnre as it is at present.” 

' This was easier said than done, she declared. Important items, whioh were 
responsible for the present nnbalanoed condition of the system, were reserved 
subjects under tho Government of India Aot and might not be touched. 

Mrs. Pandit expressed her entire sympathy with the demands made from time to 
time by the Medical Gkinferences. ’'Bnt alas 1” she said, ^the working of 
a Government, as I have learnt to my despair, is a lengthy prooess. ^With the best 
intention in the world it is months and sometimes years before any practioal effect 
can be, given to tim demands of the people.” 

*The hospitals of the U. P. declared Mra. Pandit, were rafddly becoming, a disgrace 
to the Province. This was priauirily doe. to the lack of oo-operation between the 
pnblio and thoee in oharge of the hospitsls. In order to remedy this bar to progress, 
the Government had decided to form Hospital Committees in all the large rtowne 
•ad ttroajpve^ the. pnblio a band in the management of their own hospitals. 

Mrs. liiadit admitted that medloM aid in raral arears was etiU praotloally nea^ 
eristeiit *Yet.in*the few idioeB owners dispensaries do exist, they have not eavald 
the pimolanty whioh they kAve done . In the case of lM>th the hospitals and 
e! flMical aid in rural areas, *whit is reqidred is a orange of mentality on the^part 
of those men and women who are in oharfs^*. 
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•Thd qamtion of the I, M. 8. is one which had oansed nataral resentment in the 
medical pwfesslon espeotally the resolution of the Defence Department of the Oov- 
ornment of India which insists on onr giving employment In onr province to 16 
^itfsh officers of the I. M. 8.”, said Mrs. Pandit, “we have no quarrel with these 
omoers, bat our Government has made an emphatic protest because of the prin- 
ctpie involved. There is no reason why. other quaiidoations being equal, the ofaims 
of the Indian should be set aside in hfs own country while alt facilities and indnoe- 
ments are offered ^to persnade Englishmen to come out and serve In India’*. 

Mrs. Pandit concluded with an appeal to the In'l^^n medical profession to take a 
wide view of the question of bringing foreign dooto:^. into India. *The only idea 
behind the suggestion of extending help to a few of the unfortunate Jewish doctors**, 
she explained, *has been to secure the services of experts who will serve our 
country and help to train our own people**. 


PresidenUal Address 

The President of the Conference, Dr. George Da Silva from the Central Provinces, 
in his address to the Conference, outlined the disabilities from which Indian medical 
practitioners were suffering. 

Referring to the Indian Medical Association, Dr. Da Silva said that its progress 
had not been as vigorous as it ought to have been. The 98 branches of the A8so«> 
oiation provided only 2,732 members. The United Provinces led with 33 branches ; 
Bengal followed with 28 and the Punjab was third with 14. The two great Provin- 
ces of Bombay and Madras, ho pointed out, had only eight and nve branches 
respectively. 

Obe of the Association’s greatest drawbacks, Dr. Da Silva said, had been the lack 
of Government favour. The Association had been regarded as a body of political 
agitators because it had fought for ihe rights and privileges, the status and dignity 
of the medical profession. ^*We are only following** he said '4n the footsteps of our 
brethren in the Western countries without being called agitators.** 

Dr. Da Silva noted with regret that the Association had not received sufficient 
support from the medical profession in India. ^'lu spite of Congress Ministries taking 
over the administration of most of the Provinces our brothers In Government service 
are either not permitted or are not bold enough to become members of this Associa- 
tion. Whatever t^e trepidation of medical practitioners in Government Service, there 
could be no possible excuse, he said, for those of us who are Independent not to 
join the Assooiation and add to its strength in the cities, in the towns and in the 
rural areas. The Assooiation, he declared, should be representative of all Medical 
men In India and should aspire to the status and position of the British Medical 
Assooiation. 


Among the many problems that faced them, ho mentioned in particular "the pre- 
dominant and overwhelming influence** of Earopoans in the lodiau Medical Service. 
•What I do not believe,** Dr. Da Silva said, “is that science has any limits of caste, 
creed or colour, nor can 1 admit that we are in any way inferior to our European 
oolleagues.*’ 

If wealthy men of public spirit had built hospitals In sufficient numbers, “there 
is no doubt our work in medical, surgical and other departments would have 
been of a much higher standard and we would not now have to depend on Western 
oonntries for research work.’* 


The faots proved, Dr. Da Silva asserted, that “the interest of the European L M. 
S. in India is nothing but tr ansit ory and mercenary”, and he pointed out that "even 
for troploal diseases, we have even now to depend on our Western brethren to In* 


oresee our knowledge in pathology and treatment 
•The Ooogrees Ministries have so far acted 


jnistries have so far acted with undue caution”, he said. 


iving ns praotioally no more opportunity than the meagre facilities we already had 
More their ooming into office”. 




ifore their ooming into office”. . ^ , -n n 

In oonneotion with the growing unemployment among medical men, Dr. Da. oilva 
estad that it would go to the credit of those, partiouiariy young men, who went 


tnbk of Frovinolal Autonomy”, 


"the intense prpvincialiem that had followed in the 
and averred that it would cause duplication and waste 
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Ib tha mittar of madioal adaoatloa. *Aa it is”, ha said, *ieo ara working la narrow 
and paraohlat grootas and greatly need wide Vision ; bat oar spirit of ' provinoidism 
thraatans to raadar oar antlook as narrow as it ooold be”. 

Dr. Da Silfs propoandad two reasons for the defioiaooy of rasearoh work in India. 
Firstly, ha said, the hospital anthorltiea did not snffioiently enoourage it and eran 
Hkosa madioal praotitioners who ware in easy olroamstanoes ware loth to saorifioe any 
part of their praotioe ; Mooadly, the I. M. 8., and others who ware in a position to 
proseeota rasearoh lacked either the time or the knowledge. 

Beferring. in oonolaaioa, to the legtstatlon that had recently been doroted to In- 
digmions mwlical aclenoes, Dr. Da Silva advocated tho creation, after a thoroogli 
Inquiry, of a system of medicine, compounded of all the various indigenous practices 
in use to-day. Much harm was caused, he said, by trying to separate into different 
departments, the Allopathic and Homeopathic, Ayurvedic ana Uoani systems of 
medical treatment. 


Roeolutiona 

Disapproval of the appointment of non-natiooals as doctors In India was contained 
in one of the resolutions passed by the Conference. 

*^In view of the attempts now being made in some parts of India to appoint medi^ 
oal men, who are non-nationals, mginly on hnmanitarian grounds”, says the resolution^ 
'‘this conference, while sympathising with their sufferings, is of opinion that in view 
of widespread unemployment in the medical profession in Indliu no appointment 
be made on suoh grounds. This Conference is further of opinion that in view of the 
prevailing laws of this country regarding medical practice, no medical man— export 
or otherwise —should be appointed by the Central or Provincial Oovernments unless 
they oome from countries with which Indian nationals have reciprocity in matters 
of medical practice. This Conference further protests against the great and un- 
restricted Influz Into this country of doctors from such countries and requests the 
Government of India to prohibit tho Immigration of 'such doctors into India”. 

By another resolution the Conference welcomed the appointment of the National 
Planning Gommltteo by the Congress Working Committee and recommended that it 
shouH inolode in it terms of reference schemes for the manufacture of drugs and 
medioal appliances in India for the requirements of the country. 

- The Conferenoe also urged upon Provincial Governments the need for prescribing 
n minimam standard of preliminary general education for persons intending to 
praotiee indigenous systems of medicine • 

The Conferenoe farther passed a resolution requesting Provincial Goveroments 
to take early steps to establish a uniform stauuard of medical education 
In the donntry. 

A resolution noting with concern the inoroasing ovil of “quackory'* in tho 
country and the use by unqualified porsouB of various designations and letters 
emulating recognised medical degrees and diplomas, and requesting the Central and 
Provincial Governments to protect thn public and tlm tnodical profession Lorn this 
evil was adopted by tho Conferonco. 


Educational Progress in India 

JULY—T>ECEMBER 1938 






436 EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA [ ioiuiat-. 

oooferenoe would discuM but bo would soy this much, namoly, that the objoot of 
uaiTonitT life abould he to brin)( about a fooliiui of oaoiieoa aiuouust tho boys and 
gtrla. Ho expresaed hit abhorronco of exaBinatioDs* for thoy tended to kill thu 
eooial eonduot of the toioher and the taofi^t The preeent position wan far from 
"*ppyi for the prinoipala and heads of luatitutioua looked from only one angle of 
▼lew, L e. bow many trat classes and prises a ^mrcreular sohool oouid annex. Uo 
atreaaed the importanco of tho ^'quality of toaohiug lathor than the quantity". 

Ptresldantial Addiesa 

Sir 7*. Vijayaraghavackariar^ in his presidential addiess, dealt at length with 
the teachers' part in shaping the destiny of the vHtuutry, and emphasised that one of 
the most valuable functions which the teaching piofessiou in India had to discharge 
was to implant in the minds of young Indians (ho demivistio habit of obeying the 
law which thoir own country men had made and charged with the duty of enforcing. 

**The teaching proftissiou’\ he declared, ‘must, in the new coudrtious of India, 
play a very prominent part. These conditious, apart from the ciausler of power that 
has been effected, have an educative value in rousiug the masses of the country to a 
consciousness of their rights and their tight i^iit in the iioverumeut of theu' own 
country. It is for yon as teachers to leaa this new spiiic into fmiciul channels and 
so to train the voung men in your care that they will bev\>me wise leaders in 
future.” 

Sir T. Vijayaraghavachariar welcomed the fact that the Ccnference had a promU 
nent Section on ‘'Internationalism and Peace", as anything which promoted the 
knowledge of other races and countrits in young minds was to be welcomtHi. lie 
said that Europe had reverted to mediaeval conditions and in Karope the law of the 
nations bad been replaced by the law of the jungle. This was the woik of the 
authoritarian regimes, which had secured for their nations sn inci eased status in the 
oouncils of the world. Racialism was playing a prominent role in everyday life in 
Europe to-day. A few years ago, India coula perhaps lead a life of oompaiativo 
isolation, but to-day could no longer escape the iniluouces of the outsido world 
Therefore, it^was time (bat they looked about and strengthened their intellectual do- 
fenoes ao as to protect the system on which their institutions had been built and 
one of thoir main defenders must be the teachers to who m had been confided the 
task of educating the young. 

Bir T. Yijayaragbavaebariar emphasised the need for ebangiug tho educational 
system in India to change in accordance with political advance in tho country. Ho 
asked: ‘^Has our system of teaching, fixed in unregenerate days, been altered to cor- 
respond with the present democratic age? Has it been readjusted to meet the nece- 
ssities of the casc^ where in the provinces power has been transferred fram a small 
bureaucracy to thirty millions of electors? Are the teachers able to reconcile, to 
the satisfioation of the young Indian mind, advancing democracy with the claims of 
progress and efficiency r The old bureaucracies claimed that they were efficient. 
The new totalitarian regimes make an equally insistent claim that they are efficient. 
If we consider calmly and dispassionately the history of India prior to the establish- 
ment of the bureaucratic regime, or the history of the totalitarian countries prior to 
the establishment of the authoritarian regime, we are bound to concede the 
olalm. 

^'How Is the rising generation In India to be taught that democratic government 
is not inoonsisteiit with the efficient maintenance of law and order and with the de* 
mands of progressive administration ? How are the young men in our educational 
institutions to be made || feel that the enthronement of the popular will . in tho 
seats of power does not mean the stereotyping of existing ideas, practices and prejn- 
dioes ? Impatient idealists, in a hurry for roiorm, long for a dictator to cure alF 
existing ills. 

speotal ease here arises for oonsideration. I am told practically in every pror 
▼inoe of Northern India that since the Montagn-Chelmsford reforms of 1930, com- 
mnnal bitterness between Hindu and Muslim has been intensified. The blame is 
put on democracy. It is obvious that in a country like India, toleration of each 
other’s practices in the matter of eating, dressing and worshipping is a fundamental 
oottdition of orderly government. How is this to be inculcated in the young ? We of 
the present generation of Hindus and Mmdims have clearly demonstrated our inabi- 
lity to live in peaoe with eooh other. Bow is the teaching in oar schools and ooUeges 
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to bo 4{rootod to tbe elimi^lon of « feelioff which If peraiiitei in nnst be teUI to 
demooratlo government lo the provlnoee where t^. feeling edeti In n ohronio form?*' 


Roioliilloiit 

The Oonferenoe paeeed over 70 reeolatione oovoring all aspeots of edonation. 

The main roeoluCion of the Oonferenoe expreeaed the view that *one of the 
alma of National Education in India ahonld be to prepare the ooontrr for a 
fully demooratlo Government’* '' 

The Oonferenoe disapproved the polloy of retrenohment and onrtallmeat of 
eduoational fauilitiea, oharaoteriaing it as detrimental to national welfare. 

By another resolution the Confarenoe demand^ that there ehonid be a fully 
Ff^pieseutative and autonomona Board of EduoaSon tn the British Indian Pxovinoee 
and Indian States to control and oo*ordinate all eduoational aotivitiea. 

The Oonferenoe urged the formation of a Teachers* Ccunoil on the linee of Bar 
and Medioal Couuoils in all Provinces and States. 

The adoption of mother tongue as the medium of instraotlon in all stages of 
education was urged by another rosolution. The nse of educational films and 
additional grants for visual and rural education wero demanded. 

The need for introdnction of compulsory military training in all secondary 
schools and oolioges in India and for making provision for free and oompnlaory 
education for all adults in the country wero emphasised by two other resolntions. 

The Cciiferenco demanded «^that provision for the teaohiog of Hindosthani should 
bo made iii all schools. 

The Vocational Education section of the Conference emphasised tbe need for not 
iitglectin^ cultuial interests and demanded that physical education shonld receive 
adequate attention dn pre- vocational and vocational sohoois. Health education was 
demandv' l as a part of school ourrioulum. 

The IiLtornational and Peace sootion urged tliat every possible means shonld 
ho adopted in all educational iiustitiitions for the puipose of enyphasising the essen- 
tial unity of mankind and establishing inter-communal peace and international 
filatiouship. 

The joint sossiou of the Uuivoisity and Secondary Ednoation sections passed the 
following resolutions 

(1) This Omferenoo urges that the consensus of opinion on this'snbieot, as 
expressed by the Punjab Uurvorsity Ec^iry Committeet, tbe Combined Universities 
Board for India, the Central Advisory Board of Education and the Abbott Wood 
Report bo now put into effect by the reorganisation of higher general education 
into two periods of tlireo years oaoh : (a) Higher secondary course, and tb) 
Bachelor Degree course, in plaoe of the preseut system of two years each— 
high intermediate aud bachelor degree courses— the length of the whole 
eduoational course uot being increased thereby. 

(^) This Conferenou is of opinion that there should be throe well-defined 
stages in the whole system of education : (a) Pre-primary education up to the age 
of seven, (b) And basic education up to the age of fourtoon— very mneh like 'the 
SVaidha sohemo, in which not more than half the time to bo spent on the craft 
chosen, (c) Socondary education— three years. It is to oensist of two types : (a) 
Predominantly literary ; (b) Predominantly vocational. But every pupil should have 
something of both. \d) University education— three years oourse leading to a 
first degree. This should consist of various literary and teohnologioal oourses, so 
that even those whoso secondary education was predominantly vocational may have 
an opportunity of oontinuing and protecting their studios in the University. 


All'India Muslim Edacational Conference 
SlsL Session— Patna— 1st October 1938 

Preaidential Addma 

His ideas and ideals regarding the special problems of Muslim ^noatioa in^ order 
that the conference might be able to enunciate and^ plaoe before the oommnnity and 
country a uniform policy with regard to the education of the Muslim oommuni^,^were 
set forth by Mr. A.K. Fatlul ffag, Bengal Premier, presiding over the 51st session of 
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the all-lDdia Moslim Ednoational Ctonferenoe, whioh commenoed at Patna on the let 
Oaiobar 1938. Mr. Faslol Huq explained the Maslim oonoeption of religion whioht he 
eaid, inolnded every human aotivity within its scope inolading poJitios, eooial work and 
ednoational advanoement. He was anainet the modern weetern ednoation, bnt the 
ultimate Mm of ednoation to every Mnallm was the advancement of the oanae of 

Fmeedingi Mr. Hnq aconaed the Congress Governments of ^rarions pro- 
vinoea of being oommnnalistio in their ontlook and snbjeoting Mnalima to Hfndn 
religiona inflnenoes. He oritioiaed the Wardha sobeme of education at length, saying 
that its defects outweighed its advantages. The chief obieotions to the sobeme were 
mannal labour by ohiMien which wonid affect their health besides being an nheoo- 
aomio position. Moreover the scheme would prodace men and women of no oatstanding 
ihtelleotnM ability. 

Taming to the Hfndi-Urdn controversy, he claimed that Urdu was pre-emUiently 
salted to be the lingua franca of India as it was understood by a large nnmner of 
people and had establiraed a literature of its own. He accused the Oongress of 
oommunalism in endeavouring to establish Hindi as ihe lingua franca of India. Re- 
garding femald education, he maintained that the syllabus should be different from 
mat of boys. 

The present aige, said Mr. Huq, was oritioai for Muslims and it was comparable 
only with the times immediately following the mutiny in 1857. He regretted that 
in several Congress provinces the policy enunoiated by the Oongress Governments 
was opposed to the interests and outlook of Muslims as, for instance, in the CentrM 
Provinces where schools were called 'S^dya Mandirs which wounded the Muslims* 
religious susceptibilities. 

Be realised that the Wardha scheme would in all probability be irtroduced in the 
iCongress prc^nces, but warned the Congress high command that if the scheme was 
enforced on Muslims against their will it would not only stand in the way of Hindu- 
Mnslim unity but would widen the gulf between the communities. *^The majority oom- 
mteuitys should realise the necessity of winning the confidence of minority oommuoities 
by amity and toleration. Our countrymen generally and Congress Governments 
particularly should consider it their moral obligation to help Muslims to wipe off 
illiteracy by affording moral and financial assistance.’ Another point on which 
Muslims unanimously insisted was the teaching of Gidu and* the Oongress 
agitation for teaching Hindi was actuated by communal motives. 

Reverting to the Wardha scheme, Mr. Haq said the objectionable feature thereof 
was that the children would have to undoKo physical labour and tbeir hard-earned 
money would be paid to the teachers. It was incongruoua that while on the one 
hand efforts were being made to modify factory laws so that young children might 
not be subjected to bard labour, on the other it was proposed to impose hard labour 
on young school children and besides the articles produced by them would not 
find a market j^tader the scheme the school would be turned into factories or 
ashrams wMch whultf hardly retain the character of an educational institution since 
the objective of one was entirely different from the other. To lay stress on the 
economic aspect and at the same time to expect cultural development would lead 
to logical fAJlacics. 

Proceeding, he explained the Islamic conception of education which catered both 
for the material and spiritual development. He urged that the representation of 
Muslim teachers in all schools should be adequate so that the development of the 
mind of Muslim children might not take place exclusively in non-Muslim sur- 
roundings. Muslim children should not be compelled to learn music and sing 
Bande Mataram sioceboth these were against the principles of Islam. Regarding 
co-edocatioB, the MiMimB would not advocate the same for girls over nine years. 
Condudiug. be said that in view of their educational backwardness, it was dcsirabls 
that the Muslima started a nationd fund to which all the rich and poor should 
contribute a fraction of their income. This would help them to tide over many 
of tbeir difficulties. 

Resolutions 

Completely rMecting the Wardha scheme the couference reiterated that there 
sbemld be an arrangement throughout the country for free and compulsory educa- 
tion which should be eight years, lor boye between six and 14, and six years for 
girls between six and 12. 
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Wm reBolatioD, moved by Dr. Sir Ziauidin was paaaed by the Oonferenee 
on tile next day, the End. October. The resolntion added that there chovld 
be aeparate arrangements lor boys and girls and the medinm of ednoation moat be 
tha mother-tongue namelv, for the MuslimB of Northern' India the medinm 
sbonhl be Urdu, while in the provinees where the Urdn langnage was not prevalent 
the medium should be the lanmiage of that provinoa. But every student 
should be taught Urdu as a second language. 

Regarding the script the Muslims should be allowed to learn the langpsge 
throng the Urdu script. The Urdu language;, means the language spoken and 
understood by the Hindus and Muslims In ordinary education in Northern India. 
Yocational and technical education should be msA of central importance while 
other educational programmes should be according to the social nature and atmos- 
idiere of the student intertwined with the vocation. Religious education should 
he arranged for Muslim boys, if required by the parents. For students who want 
to acquire English education through nigh schools and colleges after the age of 
11 there should be correlation between basic and secondary education and the 
present faeUities should be allowed to stand. 

Tlie All India Muslim Students* Conference 

Bfr. Jinnah*8 Opeidag Speech 

There were three forces in the country: the British, the States and the Congress. 
The time had now come to give a battle to all these forces and the sooner yonog 
men made np their minds to do so, the batter for them, observed Mr. AT. A. Jinnah^ 
Inangaratiog the All-India Muslims Students* Gonforence in the Maslim League 
panAl, Patna on the 29kh. December 1938. 

Oritioislng the Congress at length, Mr. Jinnah said that young men had been 
deluded into believing that the Congress fought for the freedom of the countrv and 
&e masses, and that the Congress would turn tho country Into a land of milk and 
honey. But now it was amply evident that the Congress said one thing and meant another. 
Mr Jinnah strongly repudiated the various charges and orltlcisms levelled against 
him, such as being a oommunalist, a fanatic and an ally of imperialism, seeking 
ner^nal gratification in the face ^ the gravity of tlm^problems facing the people, 
especially the Masiims. Referring to the negotiations witnhe Congress for a settlement 
of Hindu-Musliffl question, and the political status of the 1/eagae, Mr. Jinnah said 
that the Congress had offered terms which were unjust knd prejudiced: if any were 
not aooceotea the Congress was not prepared to come to terms. The Muslims, too, 
were not prepared to accept tho Congress terms. They were not satisfied with 
anvthine less than perfect equality. The Congress claim of being the only body to 
represent the entire country was preposterous. India was not a nation yet, but a 
OTunter ot a naHooalMes. With reeard to Federation, Mr. Jinnah young 

”*^rooMding'°°kr” J^oh**Mked what*the Congress had don^or the 
tha country turn^ into a land of milk and hooM ? What had Ifr. fiaja* 

WMltohariar done in Madras ? The enforcement of Hindi was strongly resented 
RmHns themselves, and the people resorted to tiie same Satyagraha 

& Aa®SaS«meTeh Com‘S^^ If ?ho‘’ Congress (Mr. Omrfhtt This 

was met by^ lathi charges. Thus had the Congress 
hting for civil liberties until they joined 

Federation, Mr. Jfenah referred to th» ^TOtiens of Mr. 
:taw^a l»ehru Md Mr. Gandhi, the fooMr .saying the enenues of 

» bjQ pnemies and the latter saying that be would shed his 

EnghalMnea were his . Various Congress leaders bad something 

tolavaWWatKburwhy did Mr. oSidhi have anything to say ? 
m say woui r euera ut j ^ four-anna member of the 

He represent the Congress at Ml, ho was only the -Supreme High 


demonstratea that it 
Congress. At ^ least, this 


was 

was 


Congress, he did not represent 
Gommana of High Commands. 

Proceeding, Mr. Jinnah said that 
political career, he was persistcat.y attacked os 


he (Mr. Jinnah) had started 
a communalist. Later 


his 

on, 
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when be eiUMiaM » oirtaln anoant^if eo&tiot ifiih the masBeSt lii was 
dritioiaad at being a ftmatio, reaponatble ter etolting Qpmmnnal puaiena. .itatar 
atiH be nan aoona^ of bel^ an lAv of imperuiMr it waa oonatdered a 
oHae 1o nite the word 'lalam**. Peo^ did not mlratand the manlng of 
ntea they oritfolsed him for aafegnardlng the lalaalo religion, which 
In daiyier. laiaa waa not only a religion bat at Inatitatioih oompriaing 
a oomplele node, moral, aoolal, eoonomio and polltioal. He only wanted men to pro 
area along thae lina. If he wiahed for aelf-gratiftoation and if it wa anoh an 
boaonrt be wonid ay he had been oiEered the Oongrea Preaidentahip if he joined 
tbe Oongrea. He had once hollered that the Oongraa wa oarrylog on a ral na- 
tfoaal amggie for freedom. Bat then he wa young, anaeptibie and carried away 
by atohworda. The Oongrea plaed falae fdala before the yonng men in the oonn- 
^ wbidi eerred a a nr Ita maaqnaade, bnt it now atood revealed. He, 
therefbre. reiterated hia waning to yonng men not to be deceived by the empty 
of the Dongrei^ 

Oonolnding, Hr. Jinnah appealed to young men not be deluded, but to aaert them 
eelva and be prepared for aacrificea for the advancement of the oommnnity and the 
. flreedom of the oountry.^ 

Pmldeiitial Addrea 


Tbe menace to democracy by the totalitarian atatea was evident at Munich, which 
saw the triumph of the idea of the effectiveness of force, declared the Baja of 
Uahmudabaii jpreaiding over the Conference. 

Aa legarda the duties of Muslim stud^ts, the Baja said : are accused of 

iaelaNiig ourselves from other oommanities in lonr oouctry and using fear and hatred 
ns our weapons. It Is for you, ednoated ^ung men, to disprove tbe obarge by deeds.*’ 
Ibe pies for streqifheolng tbe Muslim Ijeague, saying thae 

he had fonnd e spirit of anteonlm against Muslims in the country. He 


la our weapons. It Is for yon, educated ^ung men, to disprove tbe obarge by deeds.” 
ibe pies for streqifbeolng tbe Muslim Ijeague, saying thae 

he bad foond a spirit of an%ron{n against Muslims in the country. He 
further explained that tbe League wan^ peace and justice, bnt peace and justict 
wore words wltbont meaning. If toure^^ere no sanctions to enforce them. He urged 
the students to devote their noli(!l|8 m adult education and said that the removal 
ol llliteraoy was a very laudable ubjes and the labouring and agricultural classes 
claimed the spare time of educate young men. , ^ 

Oonolnding the President said, ^*ion s^o have ihe fateve in your bands must 
not forget the past and its tradBIbn bnt Hbt mast not forget 

ohnina which hold you back.” 


P. Stadeato’ Coni^ 


Second Saaiioii*-*Allmbal|ad|— 2 Mi. f 
The second session of U. p. Stndents^ Confereaoo 


Allahabad on «W JW 
There was a hff||k ^ 
prominent amonfwlj 
Bhattaoharya, Dr. Hli 
chairman of the is 
visitors in a short I t 
in its infancy and^J 
country. . 




Dts^ Confereloo toifc.v fiPKie at tbe Blayo Hall, 
ir 19Sil an)lar the. ^esidwl^' ^]1|. HhUkraj Anond. 
f besidAB stoients^ wbPaff tSi epm ||^n commenced, 
fPandU^mi^toa JbO.^ v^ £. K. 

i«r ‘^LnotoKr Ualvm^, and others* kr. Oopal Das, 
ttee, IMoomed the delegates «nd distinguished 
out" thaA, the D. P. Students’ Conference was 
draw up^ prsgramme for the youth of the 


l f & RHiBmior'f Aoonass 

Ur^^ F. Na ovatiiHi when he to speak, said that 

though be had vii MM timesi^tbls was the first occasion when he 

came In direct oo an Wioptot^ of Ho nhvays felt more at ease 

when he was in ipany omtaBttm Heireminded them that youth activities 

were started in this itry aUK ton yMrs ago. TiMr had in every province, in 

every city, youth I< , udoitf ^nisationa and they wore very active. The 

iueoeaB of the Bimon ysi Aiofly doe to the student oommnnity. Unfor- 

tuuately, on aooount Qi Ibexe was slight disruption, dtsoxgani- 

satkm In tbe stodent m liiSI ^d. * after an interval of seme years 

the students of the ooontry MlfB In a proper manner. He had not the 
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BijgIbM doubt thi^ if Aere was a proper organisation among students the fate 
of me oomipg Meration would be the same as the fate of the All White 
Oommiasion (Loud ohoera). He considered that organizations and conferences like 
Mils were more ^ important than political organisations and political conferences. 
Beoause, if they examined the history of all revolutions in the world, in the East 
or in the West, it was the stndents, the youth of the country who brought about*’ 
and worked the revolntion suooessfully. He instanced Germany, Ireland, China, 
Buesla. In all these oountries the students made tUtdr destinies. He had not the 
least doubt that the destiny of this ancient land would be made and framed by the 
youths and students alone. He urged the students to get rid of the inferiority 
complex from which they were suffering. What the students In Germany, in Russia, 
in China oould do, they in India also could achieve the same thing. So far as the 
spirit of nationalism, patriotism and oourge was concerned Indian students were a 
match to any students in the world. It was only a question of opportunity, of 
organisation, unity and leadership. Incidentally he remarked that Hitler was the one 
man who had revived Germany within an incredibly short time and brought it to 
the present level which she oocupled to-day. After the last war every ’ body 
thought that Germany would not rise again for centuries to come. Be concentrated 
upon the youth and the student oommunity of Germany and organised them in a 
remarkable manner. He did not care whether they took their degrees or not or 
whether they got through their examinations. He wanted every young man between 
the ages of 16 and 19 to become a fighter for the honout and self-respect 
of his country. 

Proceeding, Mr. Nariman said that the object of conferences like this 
was to eqnip them for the future task of citizenship, to make them soldiers of 
Swaraj. Degrees and diplomas would not help in freeing them from their political 
bondage. The fanlt was not with the student community. It was the fauU of the 
pernioions system of education which had been imparted in this country. The 
object of tne western education was to make them loyal citizens, to be mere clerks 
without any initiative. What was the value of their degrees when hundreds of 
M. A.’a and LL. B ’a applied for a single post carrying only Rs. 30 or 40 ? He 
exhorted the organiaers of the conference to have a broader vision and wider 
outlook. Their objective mnst be ireedom of their land. He was confident that 
if the Btndente were brought together in their early days, in common playground, 
in olaas-rooma and eoamopolitan gatherings there would be no commnndl quarrel 
at all. Mr; Nariman advised the stndents to give Up all sectarian labels. They 
all belonged to this great land. The real type of national education, according 
to him, was that etudenta should undertake educational trips. He also asked them 
to nnaertake educational trips during holidays to places like Mohenjo Daro and 
aee the India of the past aa revealed by the excavations there. They must also 
remove the oanee of illiteracy from this land. Every one must engage himself 
in some sort of voluntary public service. 

Mb. Sobhas Boss’s Mxssaob 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bo^e in the coarse of his message to the conference said: 

I have always had a close touch with the sudent movement in India and for 
variona reaeona. My experiences as a student convinced me years ^ ago that 
BtndentB mast have an organisation of their own, if they want to exist aa self- 
respecting individuals and prepare themselves for their future career as citizens 
of s great oonntry. When I ceased to be a student in the narrow sense of the 
term, I resolved within myself that I would do very best to lend a helping hand 
to the fntnre generation of students, if and when the necessity arose. 

Students allover the world, regardless of their national barriers, look upon them- 
selvea as a fraternity and rightly too. It is not a mere truism that the students of 
to-day are the leaders of to-morrow and that they are the living embodiment of a 
nation’s hopes and aspirations. The students represent, as a rule, the most idealistic 
part of a nation and it is beoanse of their innate idealism that the students of the 
world feel that they are members of one great fraternity. It should be our duty to ^ 
foster this sense of solidarity among our students, so that through thorn, the Indian 
people may be welded Into ooe natioa for all ttm) to oome. 

The efaideiiis of e free oonntry enjoy the rights which free men and free women 
wnally enioy bnt this is not the ease with our etndento. Our stadents suffer from 
the h^i^ whioh members of a snbjeot race cannot avoid. They arc looked npon 
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as minors by their goardiaa at home and outsldo and, by the state, they are osoally 
regaid^ as political suspects. (Things hare improved since the Oongresv Governments 
came into existence). In such circnmstanoes, students must learn to help theinselves. 
They must insist on being treated as grown-up men and women and demand those 
rights which members of a free nation are entitled to. t .1 

Not infrequently, students come into conflict with the authorities, both ednoational 
and governmental Oonftlots with the Federal authorities usually arise when mey are 
denied their rights as students and with the governmental authorities thmr are 
denied their rights dh citizens. In either case, students can hope to vindicate them- 
selves only when the are properly . organised. Organisation, therefore, is their fliw 
and foremost task. Stadents* Oonferenoes can bo of lasting beneBt only when they 
afford impetns. Organisation for vindicating stndeat^ 4 1 ! 

enongb. (Organisation should also aim at providing physloal, 
tralmng so mat students may, individually ana oolleotively, turn out to be better men 

M**m^*deolde«y of opinion that the platform of the 
should be a broad-based one and should be open to students of all shades of 
It would be a disaster if students belonging to a ps^tioular party or group^ or^ lueo- 


inco existence, in your aeiioeracioDB, now won. ooioro 

Muality, fraternity and progress and remember always that liberty means emanoipa 
tioQ from bondage of evey kind— political, social and economic. 


Hie Mysore Students* Conference 


Presidential Address 

Thn aoaalon of the Myaoro Stndonts’ Conference was heW at M^e on tte 
IStk. October 1938, under the presidency of 8 j. . 9*“"^’'“ m?.*!' 

the coarse of hie 'address Mr. Bote said I respect and lore youth for thw 
aotive principle, which is inherent in Its vwy nature. 1 “4. fe,," 
lor thwe thinp ; its idealism, its courage and its nnopnqnerable nrgo Jpwa^ toding 

an outlet for idealism in ao‘«o“v ^«ln 

most prieelesB gift of youth, for without the impulse to translate ideas into Mtion, 
all the simmering intelleotual and moral life of youth, all its tresBures of faith and 
hope wonld be condemned to more idle day-dreaming. u » — » .iinnn 

^n speaking of the Idealism of youth I make a dietinotion betwMU taring rmM 
and haing a Tiaionary, and to my mind the distinction is fundamental. Vision 
I to riM aboro tha^distrsetions and Irrelevanoies of immediate c}ron«a 8 tMCM ^ 
keep our hold on essentials, while a visionary, by 
has foredoomed himself to a barrou career. Idealists so utopian that they 
moorings in the workaday world or so feeble that they dare not take up 
of reactionary forcer:, are of no value in the onward march of humwity. 
heipweak itaividuals to flj from reality and weave about themaelvM 
reveries of wlah-fnlfllment It haa given me a deep paiu *,*5 ? 

morbidity in certain sections of the youth of India. I »PPy*_y>. 
to welcome toil as the hero’s portion ta life and become workers >n tbo noblert 
widest sense of tbo word. In this conference,, however, I am 8 ’,“^ 

I find no ground for misgiving. There is no sign among you of enfeebled purpose, 
wavering faith or waning enthusiasm. • h. 

The first of tho groat considerations which await solution at onr hands la the 
realitotion of the essential unity of India. The moment we Jcgip to ttank of 
wganlsing the economic life of India on a sound bmis or of 
foreign aggression, onr schemes are sure to break the bounds of - ^Srid*hv 

tions® tilTtoey embrace the entire region marked off from 

tho great mountain barriers on the north and the sew on the v™ 

Eie diversities in Indian life are not the result of 
not yet hardened os in Europe into legional nationalism ; t4®4„ i/j 
uneven evolution due to the immense area of the country and difflonl^ oi 
MmmnnicaUon in tho past. Their natural trend is, therefore, 
unification. It Is my belief that this trend will be . strongtlienod by ***° 
ffltjnn of India which is inevitable. Modern industrial teohniquo requires for its 
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noltable entployment a Inge ares and anple resonraea in raw matnlal BavM 
States of America are atriUog examplea of tbe trntii of this 
indastriallsm a field oomparable in many respeota to Rnasia 
States, and I have already told yon that sooner or later Industrialism 
18 bound to oome to ns and upon us. This to my thinking will have a deoisive 
1 S?* ®Sv***® problem of The indnstrial revolution will pass over 

InniA liro a. efanm Msllati s.. . 


India like a steam roller flattening out aU 
this hour cling to their separate ezistenoes 
tbe Indian nation. 


istrfal revolution will pass over 
the potty diversities which at 
. and impede the fail growth of 


The desire for unity is not a new yearning In India nor the process of nnifioation 
a recent growth. The one oaine into being and the other began long before the 
umes for which we have epigraphio records. Both are symbolist in tbe great 
Aswainedha saorifioes enjoined in the Vedas. The prooess of nnifioation continued 
through m^y vicissitudes. At times the forces of disruption secured a passing 
^umph but again the oohMive forces assorted themselves. In the sum-total, however, 
^ere has been no putting back of the clock but always a steady gain and to this gain 
^th the foreigner and the Guptas, the Bajputs, tlie TuAs, the Moghuls, and the 
British, have all contributed. But strange as it seems, it is during British rule, when 
the prooess of unification appeared to reach its flniu consummation that tbe wh^o 
movement wra suddenly and abnormally arrested. India is divided to-day into two 
mbitrary part^an Inaian India and a British India. An absolute Power with all 
the forces at its command has not only created the arbitrary division but also 
professes to guarantee the unnatural status quo. 

If there are any positive political forces working in India to-day, they are two, 
first, the determination to win freedom for every Indian wherever he lives, and 
secondly the yearning for the coalescence of peoples who speak the same language 
and share the same culture. But neither the British Oovernment nor seennn^y 
the States, seem to be aware of the strength of these forces. If they did, they 
would not have proposed a Federal Constitution which violates the zundamental 
smumption of federalism by seeking to make federal components of units which, in 
the first plaoe, have no natural ezistenoe as separate entities and secondly, are not 
uniform m their internal political development and organisation. 

I am. of course, aware that the theorists of tbe proposed Indian Federation argue 
tlAt Federatioa merely connotes a speoral form of organisation among various com- 
ponent units and should in no wise be oonfounded with the nature of their internal 


governrnenf. This, however, is a rofiuement of illogioality which will convince no one. 
The theories of the Divine Bight of Princes and of the Sovereignty of tbe people 
will simply not live in amity side by side in India, as they have not lived anywhere 
in the world. The desire for freedom has a self-propagating energy, which re- 
cognises no artificial barriers. This is a fact which everyone in India should do woll 
to bear in mind. 

The eztention of popular government in !:he States is likely to have a profound 
effect on the character of the Indian Federation. Speaking of the probable oonse- 
quenoes of the establishment of democratic institutions in tbe States, an Indian Prince 
says, one possible result of that eventuality will be movemeot among the different 
States for geographioal readjustmeut of the territories of the various States, or even 
for an amalgamation of a couple of conterminous States into one State. The example 
of the unification of Italy Is notable, and it exactly points to us the possible line of 
action the people of the various States might take. Tho situation in India will be 
mnoh easier than what it was in Italy. dUie political ties and bonds, which will grow 
with the inauguration of the All-India Federation, and tho great nationalistic ideals 
are bound to carry the people by storm. Moreover, it must bo admitted that only a 
very small percentage of the States can claim a great historical past and real political 
and oultnral unity which could save them from being amalgamated with others. The 
utter failure of the Princes to create local patriotism by means of political historic 
of their States and their dynasties is bound to react on the future. The All-India 
outlook of the States’ subjects is growing and is definitely displacing ml thoughts and 
ideas of their loyalty to their rulers and more so the political orgainsation or unit, 
which has existed for no more than a couple of rentunes. The All-India ideals are 
sure to be encouraged by economio pressure which will increase with the eswlisn- 
ment of the Federation. The development of such an extreme situation m not likely to 
ariae within a century or so, and much depends on other 

and also on the policy the Princes will follow m respect to their snbjeots. Bat 
wbeoeva this position wUl sriso, tlio barriere which mark out the bonndanea of tho 
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wiottS small States will break down and the people of these States will combine to 
create a great and powerfal State.’* 

I fnliy agree with this Prince in his olear-sightod anticipation of tho future, bat I 
do not think the final denouement of which ho speaks is as far away as he conjee* 
tittes. In my view, the union will come in our time. 1 believe the future and real 
Federation of India will come into beiug through the extension of the principle of 
provinoial redistribution already enunciated and adopted br the Indian National Con- 
gress ; and it will be on the lines of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. The 
great Hindi*speakiog bloc of Hiudustau will be its core in the same fashion as the 
&.S.F.S.R. and Its periphery will be formed by the voluntary oo-operatiou of units 
speaking the other major languages. This will give 'full scope to the longing for unity 
and autonomy at the same time which forms the warp and weft of the politioal aspi- 
rations of modern Indians. 

The second great consideration is that of the removal of the appalling 
poveriy of the masses of India. The Indian worker and the Indian peasant 
live a life bereft not 'only of the refinements of civilisation but even of the 
means of bare physical snstenance. There is an influential and imposing body of 
thought Vrhioh holds the emphatic vidw that poverty will never be eliminated 
from hnman^ society without the elimination also of capitalism and the oAsses. 
Somehow or other, my mind has always shrunk from historical determinism of 
this kind. I am myself a believer iu Socialism, althougu I am afraid after the 
confession of my doubts about the inevitability uf class- war. My socialism 
will be labelled as of a very pink brand by those who flaunt its banner of 
flaming scarlet. Yet, I would repeat, I am a sincere Socialist. If, nevertheless, 
I have not been able to accept the theory of olass-war in its entirety, it is 
because of a belief that it does not reveal the whole truth of human revolution. 
Investigation has shown that Nature is not as cruel as she was supposed to he ; 
that there is an unreasoniog animal behaviour as much play of the social and 
altruistio impulse as of stark egotism. Marx could not and did not take full 
account of this fact. Although it is no reflection upon his genius that he was 
unable to anticipate coming disooveries, this is a flaw in his argument which 

cannot be denied. 

To the Indian mind, >the theory of olass-war does not appeal, and this is 
not due entirely to religious belief, contemptuously termed by Marx the nar- 
cotic of peoples. The entire course of Inaiau history and the unfolding of 
Indian civilisation have been dominated by the spirit of toleration. This induced 
us in the past, to seek the reconoiliation of jarring elements by love and 
toleration, ana by the same process of harmonisation and' oo-ordination by which 
life reconciles all the bewildering varieties of its manifestations on earth. Some of 
this spirit of synthesis still lingers in us. That is why many ladlaus, true to the 
heritage of our ancient civilisation and to the ethics of our national life, roooil 
instinctively before the notion of class-conflict. 

There is one peouiiar feature in the Indian situation which makes me anticipate 
the bloodless introduction of socialism in India and, with it, the peaceful redis- 
tribution of material goods among all classes of ludians. That peculiar feature is 
the want of grit iu the privileged classes in India. 1 do not believe that these 
classes in our country will ever be capable of organising themselves into Fascists 
and Nazis in the manner of Western bourgeoisie or offer the same frenzied and 
dour resistance. Those in India who are now seemingly opposed to the larger 
oconomio interests of the masses are a weary and enfeebled class. They 
approximate more to the emigre type, who, if they would oling to their past 
rignts, would not Rake much of an effort to defend them from others. This 
is a consideration which holds out some sort of a consoling hope that India at any 
rate will be spared the painful spectacle of seeing her sous face one another 
in seried ranks of organised and impiaoabie hatred. 

At all events, there is a good deal that we can do before class-oonflict comes to 
India, on the assumption that it is inevitable. India’s potential resonroes for support- 
li^ her people have not yet been tapped and worked to a tithe of their, oapaoity. 
Wo, therefore, shall not be betraying the Interests of the masses if we decide for the 
present to work within the fraiaewoik of the existing social order to develop industry 
and impeova agcioultare. Perhaps, the iuli-fledged believer in olass-oonfliot will argue 
that tiiii ii an better than a refimiePe paliiative, and that his is the better path. 
Agaiaat that I diaU set tbe eld aayiag— a miag much admired by praotioal men— 
that Nm tbettee is Ibo eBony 
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come to tte probto M seonrine complete indq>endeooe for Indie or, Fane 
Soj»i OB It bas bem ccUcd- Ibe Indian National Oongreaa hae been atrltinc for 
^ end tor more than fifty, years. It is my belief that with the Indian Nafional 
Omgross in aoteai power in all bnt two proyinces of India wo hare reached a wy 
important milestone in onr onward march. In every province in which the Oonaran 
is in power, It has been decisively shown that whflo tte Oongress would not nrink 
from the task of Goyeroment and wonld welcome it as an opportaoity for bringine 
about a r^onstruction of our national life, it would never tolerate oompromise on the 
j independence ^ and national dignity. By (ioing so, the Congress has pro- 
claimed that office for its own sake possoses no lure for it. Our ultimate suooess 
untrammelled power in the provinces of British India is almost assured, 
we have now to^ carry the fight a stage farther and establish the power of the Oon- 
gress and with of the popular will in fields whore they do not yet exeroiae an 
effective voice. These fields are mainly two, Central Government and the Indian 
Btates. So far as Central Government is concerned, the necessary prelnde to an 
extension of demoo tatio principles to that sphere is resistanoe to the Federal Soheme 
M it has been drawn up and enacted. At the Centre, the Government of India 
Act of 1935 bans for all time not solely the control but the participation even of 
the Indian people in defence and external affairs. This is a denial of the birth-ri^t 
of a. nation in which no Indian with any self-respeot, whatever the shade of nis 
pohtioal opinion can for a moment acquiesce. No Indian, unless he is false to his 
country and to his own sense of self-respect, can even disonss the Federal Scheme 
nntil these and other objectionable features, are totally removed. I say this with all 
the emphasis at my command because there has been some undergronna mutterings of 
late thaN after some minor modifications have been made, the Indian National Cangress 
is likely to accept the Federal Scheme. 


Coming now to the question of the Indian States, I would reiterate my belief 
that the introduction of the democratic form of government in them is inevitable 
sooner or later. We feel that the freedom movement is likely to be more spontane- 
ous and have a broader basis if it draws its main strength from the people of the 
States. It is of course unuecessary to add that the Congress organisation in 
British India would welcome organisations and activities analogous to its own in the 
states. But it desires at the same time to have them as eqnafs and allies, strengthen 
one another rather than as mere links in its chain. 


The immense hold of the Congress on the people of British India springs from 
its boundless potentialities for growth and expansion. Dynamic adaptability bas ever 
been the outstanding quality of its outlook and principle. As the years have brought 
in the leaven of new ideas, it has given proof of its capacity for organic growth hy 
responding to these influences. As time marches the Congress will march too. 1 invite 
you and tnrongh you the entire youth in India to join this onward maroh. 


I appeal to the youth of India to be up and doing, to bold themselves in 

readiness, to stand at arms, so to say, for another reason also. The aoquiesoence 

of France and Great Britain has not placated Hitler, nor is there any rea^n 
to believe that Mussolini has abandoned his Roman ambitions. If anything, the 
Governments and the peoples of the two democratio powers seem to be more 
determined than ever thatf’their rtormament should be carried to^ the fwthMt 
limit and that there shall be no relaxation of the air-raid precautions. This has 
only one meaning ; that the olash is postponed, not averted. 

This clash, when it comes, can have one of two results, and no other. Sither 
the Fascist powers will win and Great Britain and France shrink into minor 
powers ; or there will be an end for ever of totalitarianism on earth following a 
victory of democracy and liber^. In the latter event, the^ nominal victors w^ 

•f course be Great Britain and Eranoe, but their victory will have been won by 

the oo-operation and saorifioes of all the freedom-loving elements of the world and 
not by toe out-worn and decadent imperialistic coteries ^ of the two countries. In 
either oase, India will be faced by a fateful situation. With the 
past history of India in my mind I cannot forget that 


lessons of the 
a sadden disappearance. 

or voluntary, of the exisUng system _ of fOTommOTt msy reosll to life sU 
those turbulent anarchic forces which in the eightQenth oentury made a 
tragedy of onr national life. We shall have to 
resist these forces, just as we shall have 
spdil of foreign domination. 


to 


bo strong in order to be able to 
be strong to escape a renewed 
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Reioliilioiit 

The followiug resolatioos were passed by the Coeferonoo 

The Coofereooe affirmed its faith in the priooipies of non-violenoo and truth and 
paid its homage to Mahatma Gandhi on the oooasion of his seventieth birthday. 

The Conferenoe oondemned tho repressive policy of the Travanoore Government 
and sympathised with Congressmen in their heroic stand in the struggle for freedom, 

The Maharaja of Mysore was requested to inangnrate a new oonstitntion for 
Mysore with fall resptosible government, to repeal the Press Act, to restore civil 
libmies, to introduce a Debt Belief Act and Prohibition, to throw open the Mnzrai 
temples to Harijans, and to encourage tho growth of trade anions in Mysore. 

<ne Conference sympathised with tho poople of Hyderabad, Kashmir, Rajkot, and 
Dhenkanal in their straggle for freedom. 

The Conference urged the Government to givo free education to girls in the middle 
school stage. The Education Department was urged to make Hindastani oompulsory 
in high schools, either iu tho Hindi or in tho U^u script. 

The Conferenoe urged tho Cover nment to make tho regional language the medium 
of instrnotion in all grades of oduoation. The Mysore University should make Ka- 
anada the medium of instruction. 

Tho Conferenoe demanded the immediate release of all political prisoners nnoondi- 
tionally, in Indian States and British India, whether they wore detained with or 
without trial, 

The Conference declared its allegiance to the ideal of independenoe, adumbrated 
by tho Indian National Congress. As the Federal part of the Government of India 
Act was retrograde morally, politically and economically, it supported tho Congress in 
their efforts to resist Federation and combat the Government of India Aot. 

The Punjab Muslim Educational Conference 

A oommittoe to sorntiniso the Wardha schemes of oduoation from tho Muslim 
point of view and another to explore all possible avonnes to give a vocational bias to 
the ednoation of Muslims were formed at the Punjab Educational Conference, which 
concluded ite deliberations at Lahore on the 29th. December 1938. 

The Conferonce farther directed the Working Committee to circulate tho 
reoomme^ations of this committee, when received among the headmasters of ail 
Muslim institutions and other Muslim educationists in tho Pfovinco and after invitiug 
their opinions, present a consolidated report to tho Central gtaoding Oommittoo. 

By another resolution the Conference urged on the Punjab Govornment the 
necessity of so amending the constitution of the Punjab University so as to onsuru 
Muslims getting their due share in the administration of the University. 

The Conference urged upon tho Government the necessity, of so regnlating tho 
expansion of girls’ education in the Province as to ensdro the Muslim com- 
munity getting Its rightful share iu the money spent out of the public revenues 
for the purpose. 

Thr Conference viewed with ‘‘alarm the tendency to substitute other languages 
for Urdu as medium of instruction and places on record its considored opinion that 
inaamuoh as Urdu is spoken and dnderstood throughout the Provinoe it should not 
only oontinne to be employed as the medium of instruction in Government and board 
middle spools as homtofore but that it should also bo used as suoli npto the 
matrionlation standard. The oonforenoe therefore, requests the Government to take 
steps to give effect to this recommendation.” 


The Convocation Addresses 


The Dacca University Convocation 


Thd following is the tozt of the Gonvbcotioo Address delivered by the Rt. 
Hon’ble Sir Akbar ffydari^ President of H. £. H. the Nizam’s Exeootive Oonncil 
at the Convocation of the University of Dacca held on the 20th. July 1938 


The University of Dacca Is fortunate in occupying a unique position among the 
homes of learning in this country. You were tne nrst-fruits, as it were, of the 
Calcutta University Commission, to whose epoch-making Report the debt owed by 
Indian educationists is by no means liquidated. You were also privileged to begin 
your work under the most favourable ausptoos, for you had the benefit of tho brilliant 
direction of Sir Philip Hartog, your first Yice-Chanoellor. 

It was not merely In the circumstancos of its creation and in tho personality of 
its first Vice-Chancellorship, that your University was favoured by fortune ; it enjoys 
the additional advantage of connection with a great centre of Indian culture. The 
oity of Dacca was well fitted to become the homo of a University, which stands for all 
that is best and most enduring in the combind cultures of India and of tho Western 
World. Throughout the neighbourhood, of which Dacca is tho capital, archaeological 
remains, still to be discerned, give evidence of a great and varied history. The very 
name of your City is attributed by some to the Hindu goddess Dhakeswari, whoso 
shrino is located here. Surviving monuments in your district preserve tho names of 
the famous Jhasa Pal and Chandra Pal ; while, if local tradition is to be trusted, tho 
villages of Bikrampur recalls the even earlier fame of tho groat Vikramadltya. 

lo this early basis of traditional Hindu and Budhist culturo, the Muslims have 
made their own ooutribation. Such distinguished Governors as Mir Jumla, connected 
also with Dacca history, and Shaista Khan, nephew of the Empress Nurjahan, main- 
tiinod a brilliant Court and enriched your City witli magnificent public buildings. 
Indeed, the traditions of Shaista Khan are preserved to this day in tho well-known 
style of arohitecture, to which he has given his name. , , , « . 

To the Hindus and the Muslims, there have succeeded tho British, with their owu 
contributions to the life and prosperity of your City, and as aids to your economy 
several industries have sprung up since their advent, among these the groat jute 


in this manner upon the four great streams, which together contribute so 
much of colour and movement to tho broad river of our culture— tho Hmdu, the 
Bnddhist, the Muslim, and the Christian— your great City Is supremely fitted to be 
the home of a University such as yours, which takes all knowledge, whether ancient 
or modern, whether of the Bast or of tho West, as its „ ... 

Under the stress of modern conditions, wo sometimes forgot what is still the pri- 
mal function of a University. In ancient days, in pur own country as well as is the 
West, a university was aVtliwiDg-plaoe of P®0P ®' 
round famous men who could teach them. The ancient ideal tended to 
both In the East and In some parts of 

merely as an ewunining body, conducting semi-iaanisitonal functions. 3^. 
were Uie first among the modern Universities m India to strike out «}«h 

dis to rtio n Ton reuised that to discharge the duties which 

Oartain thinea were nooessary. Students must live near their tMohera . for this 
TMson Daooa became a residential university. In tho noat place, students must have 
SSS’to ^r toSIrS • “or ttis reason, Diiooa has established the tutorW system. 

In the*^ ttird plaoe, learning nwat be both '®P«f‘ef “rt"® RmiUy tte uSvet- 
you tonnded a etrong tradlHen of reaearoh and mXSS. 

hwS, n“on^ individual citizens but also as members of a great academic 
institation. 


4|g 


THE CONVOCATION ADDBESSElt 


t DAOOi-i 


There is one problem, which alike In Its gravity and in its national importance, 
ilms onr primary attention. I mean the problem the differenoee that appear to 
exist between the two principal communities of India. I for one refose to oelfeve, 
that those differences are not capable of a lasting solution, snch as would, on the 
basis of a common nationalism and of national endeavour in the service of a common 
patrimony, lead to mutual respect and understanding. We are perhaps too religious- 
minded a people to follow the more radical path of secularisation which countries 
like Turkey nave adopted. Religion enters every detail of our daily life, but it does 
not follow necessarily that, in so entering, it should serve to take away from ns the 
qualities of sympathy and toleration, which the teachings of every rengion inculcate. 
That distingnisned .philosopher of our time, B(r. Bertrand Russell, has pointed ont 
that the strongest of qur collective passions are group-hatred and group-rivalry, and 
whatever the cause or causes which lead to such hatred and rivalry between the two 
Indian communities— whether political, economic or cultural— the fact that snch 
^hatred and rivalry are based upon religion makes them the least appreciable and 
'perhaps the most tragic of all. Yet here, in this University and in Universities like 
It, which have all the blessings of the atmosphere which surrounds a house of learn- 
ing, we can learn and show to ourselves and to others the value of toleration and 
sympathy, and the baneful effects of hatred and jealousy. I know that yon in Dacca 
have done much to learn these lessons and to exemplify them. This is but natural, 
for you have not only fostered Muslim education ; you have advanced further in that 
you have also provided points of understanding between Hindus and Muslims. In an 
age when the bitterness of rivalry has led even erstwhile protagonists of nationalism ' 
and unity- 1 speak of men of both communities— to profess disillusionment, and all 
the modern weapous of publicity and propaganda are being diverted from their true 
end, and are being employed for creating and expressing the unedifying passion of 
hatred, a spirit such as yours is widely needed, if we are to be true to our mother- 
land and to ourselves. This country, which has given ns birth, has not sprung from 
any one race, creed or culture, and the pages of its history are writ large with the oon- 
tributions, not of any one community but of all the different communities, whioh it has 
nursed and who have given collectively of their best to make of it a beautiful 
land. We have received from our past a heritage of magnificence and splendour, 
and you have only to look at the grandeur and refinement, symbolised in the 
sculpture of Eilora and frescoes of Ajanta, or in the beauty and grace enshrined 
in the Taj Mahal, to derive Jastlog inspiration from the very fact of their co- 
existence. In our life and customs, speech and thonght, we in fact accommodate 
the different cultures that gave birth to these monumeots. Yet, is It not a tragedy 
that those very factors, which shonld inspire unity and assist the growth of a 
national conscionsness, are to-day being used to emphasise separation 7 Urdu or 
Hindusthani, for example, which by its very origin symbolises the effort of 
Hindus and Mnslims to understand each other through the medium of a common 
tongue is being to-day characterised as the language of a particular community 
ana hair-splitting discussions are being attempted on the rival claims of different 
dialects ? To the vocabularies of our language and of these dialects, unfamiliar 
words are. being added from distant langnages, in order to emphasise the 

differences rather than the similarities. Car common festivals, too, which are 
occasions when the joys and sorrows of one community are shared by the others, 
are fast becoming occasions for communal clashes, while movements are on foot 
even to boycott these meeting-groundB of the two communities, where their two 
cultures mix and fuse. 

You, however, in the community life which is so admirable a feature of your 
Univeraity, have opportunities, shared, alas, by two few other Indian students, of 
appreciating the strength of the ties which bind ns all together as one people. 
Just as a wider outlook and a national consciouaness will rid us of the trammela 
of obatruotive parpefafkiism or sectional claims, one wax in which we can all 
assist, in creating a wide national front by way of outlook and effort, is to 
dissociate ourselves from sectional or '‘commanal” aotivitiea ; let ns undertake, 
lor example, never to belong to any institution that represents such purely 
iecUonal or communal endeavour. Another way liea— if I may use the term— in 
^decommunalisiDg'’ onr histories.— Desoszes had said of the needs of France during 
the Reatoration : ''Rcwalise the nation and nationalise royalty.’’ Similarly, let us 
**depommuDalise” our histories whioh urgently require such treatment. You will 
be giMl to learn that the Education Department in Hyderabad has just produced 
the first of ] 


its history text-books for sohools, baaed upon this principle, and ie 
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■hwjtfjf to Mlow It np with nmilM text-books desigoed foe other stans of Uu 
etowfeo (rf qur yonngst. genersttoes. A third wsy.^hsps s morem^m 
“oao «» « effective way, llesTn the stady of sdmM or 

, store^Bwms, rei^tiyely, of logic and precisioo, spiritual^ wd 
seieatiBt and the mystic the whole world 


myilibism, the , 

the Inner meaning, of religion. 


or mankind; is one ; dlf&reaces of faith to the oie hive VuTan 

fieanoe, while to the’ other thsy denote, absence of true spiritnal perception. * 

Jfet anotlwr problem of gravity and importance is the problem of India’s 
poverty. Incidentally, the giving of dne importai oe to this problem and to the 
e<momio motif in several movements, which ap^Jear ostensibly to be cornmnnal 
1 distiognish the economic from the purely communal 

conflicts^ but ^so put m their proper places the communal and economic qaeations, 
toat faee us. In oxamining thpe and kindred problems and their real importance, 
in relation to the life and well-being of our people, our Universities and their 
tes^rch faculties can be the clearing-houses of such examination, where experience 
and iQiorinapoa can be pooled and silted, and the adjustments necessary for our 
life siS a nation on the path of progress can be formulated. That such adjustments 
are needed is apparent to any one, who looks at the different aspects of the life of 
India today, particularly when the task of nation-building has over a fairly wide 
fidd been entrusted now for the first time to Indian hands. Let us, therefore, 
start with a full realisation of the responsibilities that lie ahead and with unity 
among ourselves. 

One of the a'ij.uaiments we have tc make among many others, in order that we 
may make our equipment iu different fields accord with the life and reqiiiremetits of 
oar people, is the reconstruction of our education. On this subject about 13 years 
ago I Blade certain suggestions when L was privileged, in the same way as now, to 
deijver the Convocation Address of our sister University in the Punjab and from 
which, in view of the recent diaousaioas , may I detain you with a few quotations 7 
I then urged whether instead of having three different stages— Primary, Secondary 
and Univeraitty — into which education is at present divided and in which the 
object of each stage is the preparation lor the next higher stage, "it is not 
possible to have three distinct classes of Education, each self-contained, having a 
well-defined goal and each specially adapted to the attainment of that goai.^-.. 
Thus '*the first and most important stage of education, which I would prefer to 
eall Essential education, ought to include all subjects which are of primary 
importance— subjects, the knowledge of which is useful to every citizen of the 
State, whatever trade, calling or profession he or she ma^^ choose to follow, as 
tending to increased efficiency or better citizenship.”. ..This course would, with 
suitable Readers, Syllabus, and School Libraries, include through the medium of the 
vernacular most of the present Middle School course and even something of the 

present High School course These “Schools should not bo merely literary— tost 

Dook reading schools— but should have a practical side— agriculture, gardening, cottage 
industries (if they are in the districts), arts and crafts (if they are in the city). An 
experiment on these lines, which we are conducting in Hyderabad, shows how much 

g reater progress the boy, who devotes a part of his time to learning the use of his 
ands for some trade, can make in the same time even in tho ordinary curriculum 
laid down for the primary and secondary stagest On the completion of the essential 
course thus designed, the boy would either tor the practice of agriculture or some 
trade, for which the primary education so organised might be regarded as his techni- 
cal education, or he would enter” a High School These Schools “should each of 

them aim at giving a vocational training complete and adequate as far as it goes,” 
and would inclade Schools of Eogineeriog, Medicine, Law, Government Secretariat, 
Oommeroe, and Business with a less protected and expensive course than the present, 
which would give the country and, especially the village side, Doctors, Engineers, 
Lawyers, Agriculturists aud Businessmen, etc., expecting but a moderate remuuera- 

**®*«Tho University would then take charge of students after they had emerged from 
these vocational High Schools weeding out such as proved themselves inadequate or 

undesirable” which means that it would “take charge of the direct instruction and 

training only of a limited number of selected students limited by the ability of the 
atudento themselves to follow the University course, and hmi ted also 

required to satisfy the estimated needs of the country \ 

of the University would thus be simplified and abridged, allowing it more 

W 
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frMdm to panne its higher aotivitiee, bp vhioh I mean reseetoh and apeoialiaation 
and «I8Q| the in?eBtigat!oD, oonsideration and aolotiaQ of the odaoalaonal and 'OOgnate 
proDiems which from time to time arise in every oirilised oonntry, eome timee he^ 
oommg as acute as its political problems, and whieh the calm impartial jadgment 
of the learned, working in an atmospherd free from all saspicion ot raoial^ oommanal, 
hareaneratio or politiod taint, oan best solve.*' H 

AMompanied by a vocational bias from the earliest stages, these proposals, on 
which the educational system of Hyderabad is being reorganised, wifi evedtually 
rMult in i^apting our educational system to the needs otoiir people and thereby 
dunnush the number qf unemployed which is likely to inoroase, if education remains, 

it largely is to-day, divorced from the realities of our eoouomy. This does not, 
however, mean that any great limitations, except those of fitness and requirement, 
wiH be placed id the way of those, who wish to benefit by a study of the humani- 
ties or the liberal sciences which go so largely to the making ot culture in a man. 
What it does prevent is the repetition of that tragic situation, by which multitudes 
of young men, wholly unfitted for a University career, are allowed— nay, forced— to 
enter the Universities m the hope of securing some quite subordinate clerical 
employment or other. From the walls of your University are bound to emerge 
thoM who will play in the future an active indeed a directing part in many branches 
of the educational structure, and the same holds true of the different Universities 
mt to-day function in India. It is largely your task, therefore, to do planning in 
education, so as to bring it as far as possible in consonance with your needs. 

I have spoken already on the need to ‘^decommunalise" our hisiofies. I am only 
thinking aloud of cours^ but I venture in that process to make a further suggestion 
to you for what it may be worth. Many of you must no doubt have read and been 
interested to read of the suggestion made by Mr. H. G. Wells regarding the necessity 
of a world encyclopaedia to act as a compendium, constantly kept up-to-date, of 
knowledge in all its branches. Whether a scheme so ambitious as this will 
materialise in our own time 1 cannot say. But I am convinced that a project of 
this kind, if applied on a more modest scale to our own country, would be of real 
and lasting utility. Co-operation between the Universities of India might well resnlt 
in the creation of an Indian Encyclopaedia designed for the same purpose, though 
perhaps not executed on the same lines. A work such as this whore knowledge of 
all that pertains to India can be co-ordinated and made available for the general 
benefit, would not only lead to better and more exact information but also, I am sure, 
strengthen our own feelings of oneness as a people and our responsibility to our 
country and to each other. 

One last word now to those of my young friends, whether Graduates or Under 
gradates of this University, who have still their lives before them to live. Perhaps 
at no epoch of our history had any generation of the youth of this country before 
it a greater task or greater chances of fulfilliog that task than the present. That 
chance exists wherever you look, provided there is mauhood to undertake it. May 
you my young friends, realise the scope of work which is yours and the great 
future which you can make not only for vourselves but for onr peoDle 
as a whole. ‘ 


The Madras University Convocation 

The foUowiog is the text of the address delivered by Sir Mirta ti. Mutil, 
Dewan of Mysore, at the Convocation of the University of Madras held on the Sthe 
AngMt 1938 :— 

To-^y the world Mps before you with its hopes and fear. But what a ohaoged 
world it 18 from ours I ^ When we set out from the University, peace, demooratio 
advance, international division of labour were the watchwords. It seemed the end of 
one age, the beginning of another. The European concert of nations apparently bed 
established itself on a firm basis, and aoy it iction that might arise seemed easily 
eoiuble by the ordinary methods of diplomacy. Even the war between Russia aim 
Japan wm regwded by some as not wholly evil if, as seemed possible, it would iMog 
to M end the bad old system of dc^otio role in Russia. Democracy was blazing Its 
trail in the most unlikely places. Turks, Persians and Chinese were setting their feet 
on paths which were likely to lead to some measure of democratic control. InBoiaia 
tnere waa the newly-created Duma which appeared to maik a stage in the movement 
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towute ppDvlu poim. The eoonomio meohine leeaed destined to ran emaatht* wiHi 
^nllSriam between the, working p«rts“ 

nodm^ foomaffe and raw materia and the western oonntries indostrial goods. 
IKSoiTiS **** ntarkots, bat nobody qaestioned the principle of Intar gationel 

^at what of India meanwhile ? Here there was not, perhaps, perfect peace. The 
enmM of waters was disturbed by the strenuous efforts or that dynamic person- 
ilitj, l^rd ^non, to improve the efficiency of the au^iiinistration. But in spite of 
some pertnrlmiions, the people as a whole did not lose 'faith in the good intentions of 
me nation with whom Destiny had brough them into close association. 6o it was 
that Ookhale set out on his famous pilgrimage to England. Next came the fateful 
nreeting with John ICorley and then — at last— the beginnings of India's laborious 
journey towards self-government. That great political sage, it may be noted, had no 
belief in the value of parliamentary institutions in this country, thinking them unsuited 
to the conditions here. 

Four world is not, 1 fear, as placid and hopeful as oars was. We 

Saw the vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be ; 

Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails : 

We looked forward to a time when 

The war-drum throbbed no longer, and the battle-flags were furled 
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of tho world. 

But those dreams have disappeared in the lurid light of the new day, and we hear 
The Heavens filled, with shouting, and there rained a ghastly dew 
Fratai the nations’ airy navies grappling in the oentraT blue. 

This oonaraMjt between our hopes of thoso years and the tragic facts of to-day is 
not merely 9 poet’s fancy impressed into my service. M. Andre Maurois, the well- 
known I^oh writer, has very lately desoribed the poignant contrast between the 
bright hopes ox the pre-war decade of this bentury, and the stfmbre realities of to-day 
nnder the oapeion *^The tragic decline of the humane ideal.” He says, ‘‘The humane 
ideal, whose noble aims were generally respected before the World War, has 
doolined during the last ten years to a condition of primitive violence and efuelty. 
We are again becoming aooustomed to the ferocity of which several centuries of 
oivilixation had seemea to oure the human raoe ; and this new barbarity is far more 
dangerous than that of the savages because it is armed by 8cienoe......At nearly 

every point the forces of civilization seem to be sounding a retreat Tbe^ ;|Mioe of 

Europe protected a great civilization. And now in 1938 what is left of this wonder- 
ful security ? A good part of the world is already at war. Menacing shadows loom 

threateningly over the rest of the planet Eoonomio isolation, once dreaded, has 

become an ideal. Nations blockade ^emselves It seems as if. In spite of the 


immense progress made by soienoe, and perhaps even as a resnlt of this progress, we 
are entering into a new period of barbarism.” In Lamartine’s words, ^^Barbarism re- 
pommenoes by the exoess of civilisation.” 

Thu Wobld To-dxt 


You live indeed in a ohanged and changing world, a hurrying and disordered 
world. Now we know, to our cost, that the era of peace in which we punned our 
studies camo to an end in 1914. The Great War was to make the world rafe for 
demooraoy aod by war to end war. Is our world to-day safe or democratic r Has 
the War ended war or is it not destined to be the precursor of another-^a far mon 
terrible war ? We live in a world which is being taught or forced to deny the 
brotherhood of man. Rigid doctrines enforced by iron-bandea men have t^km Imld 
of a large part of mankind and are contending for mastery over the rest Tr^es 
are violated with impunity : warfare goes on. The bold plan for intamatlonal co- 
operation has failed. Ine world will be deatroyed either by ihe war that is 
hendsd or by the bnrdon of preparation for the war that does not oome I And 
these war-bnraens fall on the shoulders of people already half-strangled \» limitateons 
imposed on mutual trade. As the “New York Post” to summed np the sitnsHpn, “one 
of the greatest hidden war dangers in Europe is that the armament btoen of P«noe 
will become so intolerable that war will no longer appear catastrophio in oomparison. 


, CoxcraoNS India. 

Bat to turn to the happier side of the picture. If world 
thiap seem to have improv^ In IndiSe uur seem now to be muon never 
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FMllifttion« Thd BBoddst instalndiit of rofonii under the ICorely-lfinto johe r nA god 
the eppmnment of Ix)rd Sinha end other Indians to positions of high responsibility 
Mused them an amount of ezoitement which to-day almost makes one smile. Now we 
hare self-goremment in the prorinee, and the project of a United India with large 
powers of self-determination . is engaging the thoughts of Britain and India. But 
obMges in goremment take second place to the really remarkable change in the spirit 
and the outlook of the people. Increased self-confidence and with it uioreased self- 
respect, disappearance of anr cult of violence and the growing power of the gospel 
of non-violenoe-^tbese are signs of the times. Now we find Indian statesmen res- 
peoted figures not only in the councils of their own country and of the British Oom- 
Popyealm, but slso in the world at large. 

What then are the nett results ? Wo live in an age which is full of terrifying 
possibilities, but here in India our position is far happier and prouder than seemed 
possible in the early years of this century. 

Commun^lUsm 


There is, however;^^ one cloud on the horizon. I refer to the spectre of oommuna- 
lism. In communities which are large and whose composition has Itoen infiuenoed 
by many historical factors, particularly xn communities which have been subieot to 
invasion, there are bound to he small groups which retain their own individnid 
^araoteristios. The relationship between the larger group and the smaller one is 
bound to be difficult. The larger unit cannot afford to ignore the smaller because 
that would destroy all real unity. Nor can the larger unit seek to mould the smaller 
Into a common pattern of culture aud deny it political rights ; for that would 
merely lead to disintegration. To deny to the minorities their right to a full share 
in the commonwealth, and full scope to follow their own religious faith and develop 
their own culture would be distinctly indefensible. What is most disquieting in the 
prMent sitnation is the sense of separateness of the minorities and the impatient 
attitnde of the large groups towards the smaller. 

The problem oi minorities has had to be faced in other parts of the world and 
has not proved altogether incapable of solution. In Central Europe, Teuton and 
Blav have fought with each other in the past and now live side by side, although, 
It must be admitted, not always in amity. To-day in Czechoslovakia we see what 
tremendous issues may hang on this difficult matter of minority rights. We In . 
India should take a warning from the history of post-war States such as Czeoho- 
sloyakia which, like India, is a state of nationalities, not a national state. In some 
respects our own position here is better. Only in recent years has the Hindu- 
tfusHm problem^ perhaps the most difficult of minority problems, been forced into 
unpleasant prominence. For years the two communities have lived together in 
friendship and peaoe:^ Why should they not do so now ? 

What we perhaps most need both as individuals and as a people, is toleranoe, 
tolerance for the views and aots of others. The roots of communalism lie deep in 
human nature. Therefore it is that we in India should be specially careful If only 
we could discipline ourselves to adopt, not in words only but also in deeds, a 
sympathetic and friendly attitude, especially towards the religious beliefs and 

fi ractioe8 of uthers, how happy our oouutry would be and how happy we should 
9 ourselves ! Believe me, it needs no great effort to do that. It is only a question 
of making up one's mind. I appeal to you to try to do it. You will be giving. 1 
assure you, great pleasure to yourselves, aud what is more, to others, and the 
grMtest of all pleasure is to give pleasure to others. 

The Pbobliii or Unbmflotmbnt 

The aeoentnation of oommonal bitterness and the widening of communal oleavage 
are not, however, tbw only disquieting features in the politick and social landsoape 
of our country. The economic pattern of the country seems to be unhappily oons- 
truot^ as far aa concerns the prospects of the young men who go out of the portals 
of the Uaiveraity. Bagehot wrote : 

‘‘People oontnve to find work to employ them ; body and soul are kept together. 
And this ie what mankind has to show for its six thousand years of tou and 


But what would Bagehot have said of a ecoial fabric that admits of, as it does 
in Europe aud America, milliona of people to remain unemployed for monthi ud 
even years ? If we compare conditions in India when I was leaving the Unlvernty 
with Uiose obtaimug to-day, it woulA appear that there was then grMtor oorrelation 
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Vetweitt ihe number of graduttee and fhe number of poets and openings STailable 
in the professions and Government service. We could look forward with oonfidenoe 
to ready employment of a kind suited to our eqnipment in the economic framework 
of the oonntry. The gradnate of to-day, I a% sorry to say, cannot have the same 
confidant outlook. 

Looking back over three decades, we see that a tremendous advance has been 
made since the first Indian Industrial Conference met in 1905, under the president- 
ship of Mr. B. C. Butt, when one of the speakers referred to the distance and cost 
of coal-fuel and the oonseouent limitations on Indian- industrial development. Since 
then the iron and steel inonstry has become a great factor in the economic life of 
the country and the cotton mill industry has definitely succeeded in reducing imports 
of cloth to a position of secondary importance, while hydro-electric power has de- 
veloped in a way which no one could have foretold. One might have thought that 
these developments and the advance in commerce and banking would have increased 
the field of employment for university graduates, either directly or indirectly, by 
increasing the area of employment in the professions and in Government servioe. 
There has indeed been a great increase in the number of Mvernment emplmes and 
in the number of persons engaged in the professions, but the spectre of middlO'^lass 
unemployment, by which we mean the unemployment of the educated, haunts the 
economic scene. ^ ^ ^ ^ j , 

The one thing about which every one seems to be agreed is that the educational 
system of the oonntry is partly responsible for the evil, and in particular, the nni- 
versities are blamed as being factories for the mass produotion of graduates and for 
damping them on a glutted market. The demand for increased expenditure on pri- 
mary education is generally accompanied by a deprecation of State grants to 
uni vers if i es 

It is not for me to deny that the evil is a real one, or that It ne^ hnm^ato 
attention in tiie interest as well as of the social economy of the oonntry. Bnt it is 
neoesssry to have a sense of perspective both of time and For one tting, 

the possibility that the number of graduates turned out by the nniverslties nught 
overUe the number of those that can be absorbed in emplopent hm always been 
in the air, and it is instructive to find that, so eariy as the eighties d the last 
century, Convocation speakers already detected a supeifluity of gradwtes in ^abon 
to the absorbing capacity of the community. !ttis only means that from tame to 
time there is a lag between supply and demand. In our preooonpataon 
troubles we should not forget that the problem of unemployment is a national one 
and indeed, an international one. . , . 

There is sometimes a lag between the operation of the ednimtioM systOT ®* JJ 
country and that of its economic machinery, so that the output oi ^ 
systeitt both in respect of numbers and their distribution hews no cIom reli^oi^ip 
to the needs of the occupational pattern of the country. ^wiSSnt 

are forced to fit themselves to the occupational pattern of the 
anv sneoial training for any occupation in particular although in the past the sntem 
KoSahin WM a uMful hyphen between the reoruito and the ooonpatio^ 
Ihat'^sSliM bTSeS doWn in tfie western countries but in most ooonjiatiou the 
SSSanrC sjeoiWnK becoming almost. 

employees. Ais need of the economic . ®>’6*“'**‘‘®" thera Sm 

progressive increase of vocational education, ®P®®'*J!j_ *' ° fniriM the e has 

hwn aTraemloua advance in this direction in the western oouj^taee. 

In our country the untrained recruit turns either to 
agriculture. The educational system of ‘•*® i^“ adfaut?- Md ^suitable 

^ards to supply the 80v®«»®»‘ “-e ^ jJwe, ,an'£ 

Dumber of persons oompetent to serve m tne lower e ^ number 

The system of education was tbusjrooationaj jn a narrow sense, oui as ™ numnw 


and as the nnmber^ of snooeMful 
the universities also inorei^, it 
~ ‘ has not been a 

servioe or 
have 
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openings in the prpfessione. Hmco tbwe t^. un^ eSj^ The eonntry 

^ distribution of nn»b« to 
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MWoeMlvt i t > i ce g between different oonnies, tome of which will lend to n degree in 
•He and aoieiiee. end the reet directly to one specific occupation or another. 

Some Jkittd of proportion in numbers must be established between the present 
sohool and university courses and new courses of a realistic and vocational 
character which are urgently needed if the economic life of the country is to become 
more efltolent and productive. There is a special need for a reorganisation of the high 
ached conrsea in order to secure a better type of entrant to the universities. For those 
who are not prooeeding to the universities there should be vocational courses either of 
hM sohool sage afterwards. Not for every boy who enters the sohool gates should the 
a oegree be regarded as the final goal, nor should a degree be a necessary qualification 
lor employment of all kinds. Take the case of the English Polytechnics. They train 
betwaen tea and twenty times as many students as the universities. Moreover, post- 
secondary diploma courses need not fall below the standard of university courses 
and they icay fully attain to the requirements of specific occupations. Whether 
tbaae diploma courses should be under the control of the university complex in our 
country makes it desirable that for a time the universities should at any rate remain 
in okae eontaot with the diploma oonrsea. 

Elsewhere we know that such diploma courses of vocational obaraoter are oon* 
trolled by national bodies in intimate relationship with the respective oooupatlons. 
In ear oonntry post-secondary education either has meant education in a univeraity 
of aooh oonraea, as engineeriog, which have been generally assoolated with in'atitntidha 
of univeraity standard. If the rush to the present university courses is to be ohe* 
(d»d, without, at the same time, oreating a sense of disoontent among tiioee who 
ara provented from entering upon anon oouises it will be neoesaaty for a time 
for {be univenitiea to be in intimate contact with the new conrsee. Am the edn- 
eational field becomee more diversified, it may be possible for another body to take 
over and administer these oonrsea. By that time let na hope the nniversity oomplez 
will alao have disappeared as the result' of familiarity with, and benefit from, tho 
vooatfanial eonrtes. 

Tsb UmvinsRiis 4 Kd UHmncTiiiRr Pbobliii 

The problem of nnemployment is one which Indian* universities muat help the 
oonntry In solving; Otheryriae, they will not have discharged their responsibilitiee 
to the Booia! order. Onr nniveraitiea cannot afford to wrap tbemeelvea in their aca- 
demical robes and turn away in cold disdain from the problem, and continne to 
dnmp their products on an exasperated cemmnnity. The era of eplendid isolation 
and nnoballenged privilege is gone for ever and nniveraitieB, like any ether soohd 
institution, mnet pass the test oxaooial serviceability. No sooial institution esn justify 
Its demand for support from the community, psrticnlsrly financial support from 
paUic funds, unless it both perfotms, and makes it clear that it does perform, a 
aervioe of social worth. Extension of tho frontiers of knowledge and colonisation of 
the area thus won from time to time will oertainly remain among the great tasks of 
the universities, but the training of the individaal for life in society is also to be 
oonnted tk one of their indispensabm tasks. Buch tralniog of the individnsl is not of 
ooorse merely vocational nor maiiUy vocational, though I do not see any reason why 
preparation for earning a livelihood should be a cause for deprecation or apology, 
ainoe.we all have to earn our living. 

My stresB on the part that the UDiversiffea should play in solving the problem of 
unemployment does not mean that Ute entire responsibility is theirs. Universities in 
particular, and the ednoadonal system in general, can only be expected to adjust 
ueir out|mt to the oocnpatioDsl needs of the country; The range of oconpations in a 
oountry and the numbers that each oooupation is capable of absorbing depend most 
of all on the economio policy of the state and on . the vigour with which a right 
policy is. pursued. In a couAtry like ours, which is as one-sided in its (loodpstional 
pattern as in its educational system, there is a great >ieed for the government to plan 
the development of trade and industry and to find fresh avenues of employment for 
the rising .generation. 

Bxsponbzbility or Ukevxbsitixs 

Saving said to much about the vocational objective of education, lot me turn to 
ita oi^mr objeotivea, oitisenahfp and coltnre, speoially in the case of nniversity eduoa- 
More than ever the nniversitiee in India bear on their shoulders a great res- 
poosibUity. That responsibility is no less than the training and equipment of the 
yonft of the oountry in the eervice of their Motherland and their feuow-meo. 
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True to soholtrship and national in spirit, our nniveraitiea, whether or not they 
are noeronslsr or amply or even sufficiently equipped, shonld earry on the ssored work 
of Isabioniog the best type of Indian, attracting the yoimg to aetvioe, instilling into 
their minds the idea of oi?io duty, preserving the great popular heart from envy and 
hatred, and establishing a fortress where men may reMir and make a stand for the 
eternal valueg. Oar nniversities must be the refnge of Truth and the home of Free- 
dom, teaching our young men to think for themselves and to make a good life, not 
simply a good living. I do not mean more goodness for untrained goodness does not 
count for everything in this world, whatever nmy U its facilities in the nest 

Butt or Youro Gbiduaiis 

It is ohiefy to yon young men and young women that pass out of the portals of 
nniversities that the country will look for guiuanoe in the difflonlt tasks that lie ahead. 
Yon are the people that will largely shape her destinies in the years to come. Never 
was there so much need for youth to cultivate habits of high and serions thinking. 
Your fundamental problem will be to find continually more points uf common interest, 
and to think in larger units than your ancestors' did, to think across dividing lines 
of class and caste to the oommon denominator of mutual interests, aiming at a higher 
sooialisstion of the races in class relationships and national relationships. Work for 
a united peaceful India with no other thought In your minds than that of service 
to the Motherland. Provincialism, oommunalism.^ and lingualism constitute serious 
problems in our country to*day. You will be able to approach these problems with 
more flexible minds than we of the older generation. The fruits of truely co-opera- 
tive industry and the widespread feeling of good-will and oommon interests among 
all ooDoerneld in the activities of life will conduce perhaps more than anything else 
within our grasp towards the true and lasting progress of our country. 

In spite of the multi plioity of Inventions and comforts we are no happier than 
our ancestors, probably less happy than they were. Happinosa depends to a large 
extent upon our ontlook on life. We are the victims of all sorts of influences and 
propaganda. “People believe easily,’* says La Fontaine, “what they fwr or what 
theylkaire.** We need ednoation to-day as never before. It is our ooly hope of 
preserving the aaoient ideals of truth, tolerance and freedom in a world which seems 
neat on destroying itself. It is our only hope of resolving bewilderment, of protect- 
ing onr people from sinister influenoes and of reoapturing nappiness. 

Ae you xoow, Tadia ia at present engaged in a constitutional expenment of a 
vastiMle. Whether that experiment will be a success and Iced to a further and 
fuller realisatioQ oi her political aspirations will depend, and depend entirely, upon 
her ability to produce a sufficient number of leaders of the right type-men of 
ciharacter and ability,, character even more than ability, men of vision. For, in the 
analysis, 

what oonatitutes a State ? Not high raised ’bnttment, 

Levelled' mound, thick wsIIb, and moated gate. 

Not cities proud, with spires and turreta crowned, 

But men*— nigh minded- men, men who their duties know, 

And knowing, dare maintain. These constitute a State. 

And' India has been rich in this class of men. 

UrIVKRSIIIBS A5D CiTY JjVE 

Tline was when centres of learning both In the East and the West were l^et^ 
•te ftom dm m.ddi.g erowd,” thongh the Uni* 'reitiee of ^wee M>d Tm^ m 
oat owa Muatn ud the UoLentie. of P«n». wd ^tagn. to Eatopam 
.XeTLt ktotog «.d eohure £d not ^ 
thA deroteoi tubbed ehoaldere with men engaged in eTetydw 1^. Hoi^ 
tM ni» b^th. days of iaolation ate gone, and •**"**“* 

STiBOua^ to the talleye where men and women lite, ud 

^ Dnifwaitiee hate bou oalabbahed in went yeen in the 

Vm. Ia larM iiuin.toial oanttoB anoh u MaDchestot ud laTetpobI, while eten 

miMMt work U totudel 
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^ Btmter ^ wisel/ add, “lie qaalitr of • maa’s life or oharaoter moat 
66 ]a^ by the nnmW of dilfeTent tUnea he doea but by the nature 
of tto pa^o^ thinp he eleota to do and by the way in which ha 
does them. It Is m well to remember that the work of the world Is carried 
on by me great majority of people whose lot Is oast In humble places. And if the 
work thw do ^^renot done with thoroughness and zeal the machine of life would 
oreak and work inefficiently. 

^ should like especially to emphas)sc Is that you should cultlrate 
the art of bappines& It Is part of your duty to yourselves as well as to your neigh- 
bour to inue your life as happy as you can. To that end you should develop that 
mm useful of all human assets. namSy, personality. Personality and happiness are 
interwoven. You oannot hope for the one without the other. A pleasing personality 
lies latent In everybody. But it takes time and effort to develop it. Develop those 
qualities which attract and please and eradicate those attitudes and manners which 
wpol* It is a life-time job, but it is thrilling oonstrnotive work. In your oontaot 
wim others use the gracious way. Look at what is pleasant and agreeable. You will 
Md life unpleasant If much of your attention la given to the disagreeable. Let not 
the ormed things that oannot be made straight cumber yon. The healthy mind 
turns from the futile to the effective. Cultivate the habit of unclouded thinking. It 
is vital to grasp facts and not be constantly rushed through the distortion of emotions. 
If you live your life in a perpetual fog of prejudice and emotion, through which 
nothing oau be seen with reafism, your happy moments will be rare and fleeting. 

Do not fbiget, I entreat you, that patience Is touchstone of all the virtues. A 
man who Han no phtienoe is inevitably a man full of regrets. Time Is an important 
factor In human affiairs. The value of time is that if men would only be patient, if 
they would only set their minds to think out questions and not be betrayed by sud- 
den emotion into foolish or violent action, they would always bo certain in the long 
run to come out right. Remember that the price of success is hard work, patience, 
and a few sacrifices. 

Lastly, remember that of all the virtues Charity has been called the greatest. The 
great evil that are hampering mankind in its upward march at the present time are 
a temporary retreat from Reason and lack of Charity. As nniversity graduates it 
ahonld be your miaaion to see that the lamp of Reason Is not dimmed. It has been 
said that tenderness Is the chief gift of all really great men, but there is no reason 
why tenderness should not be too portion of all men. In your intercourse with 
people, whether it be ir daily routine or on oocasiqns when you are called upon to 
oeai with matters of greater moment, be unfaltering In your allegiance to Reason, 
Truth and Charity. 

£indly words, sympathising attentions, watchfulness against wounding the sensltive- 
neaa of others— these cost very little but they are priceless iu their value. 

And so I have these words with you. ^ 

1 wish the University of Madras and all that it represents prosperity and success 
and each of you a happy future. 


The Bombay Univerrity Convocation 

The following is the address delivered by Mr. V. N. Ohanduvarkar, Vice« 
Ohanoellor, at the Annual Convocation of the IJaiversity of Bombay held on the Ifitbi 

Angnsl 1938 


When I had the honour of addressing the Couvocatiou of 1934, I spoke on the 
fWth and davelonraant of this University, on some of its present activities, and on 
in the near future. Though hardly four years have pass^ 


tee linea or its progress m tne near future. xaougB naruiy zour years nave passea 
ainoe theni mnon water has flowed down the Ganges. The introduction of provincial 
antonomj under the Government of India Act of 1935 has resulted In many an 
Important change, and brought about an entire change in the outlook on the varloua 
problems with which the country Is faced. You will admit, Bir, that the moat 
uiportant problem which the country has been facing for some years past, and which 
liaa now been brought to the forefront, is the promem of education. All over the 
eenntry apeeohea are being made and schemes are being evolve^, some of which in- 
voive n radical reconstruction of the soheme of edneation in this country. In short, 
which involves the destmotion of the existing 8ohem«: of edacatloo, 
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^ rtMKob which the UniTciriUM proTidc. oat of which new ippllciticiii 
^w, tlui Bewer UniTeraitiec in Jadostriil townt w Bhcflicid, or Lcott or 


tW7 Pnwtioal roMoioh It on in tnUooti 
i Sf^ dwtrictl e^necring, metallargj, ndning, oil tadiiiiNogj, 

iTnSi £5*®S!J***i*5?**®®* Even tha oldor nnlmSKi 

of wioxdy Otabridge and Lfimon ire ehowiog titoir adaptibility to the ^i^f gin g 
of moiety by orginiting temi-priotioil Sspirtmenti**; What I with to ein- 
pbatiae in thia oonneption it that in all thete ottea, wh6e mne of the money oome 
endowmenta, old and new, a great deid oonie onl of the gofemment 
granti to UniymiUea. The remarka of Hozley abent fhe UnifitaiUaa of Bo^lanA 
apply with, perhapa, greater force to Univeraitiea in thia oonntry. 

Anothtf import^ pmbiem on which I with to aay a tew wordt it the problem 
m nnemploymen^ which haa beea agitating toe pnbiio mind not only in thia oonn^ 
Imt in all ooantriea of the oiviliied world. It it often forgotien that thia problem 
la priinaril^an jMonomfo problem, and that it ia, therefore, the dnty of the Btato to 

taokie it The State it one of the largeet emp*^"**— *“ *“ - 

other large employera like manioipaliom, li 
IndoatriaT oonoerna, whioh depend upon 


ition to infloenoe 


yera, and ia in. a i 
li boarda, oommemia 

^ , - _ the State for patronage ' and anpport 

The UniTeraitlea oan, no donbt make their own oontrlbntion to the eolation of toe 
mUem by protiding the right type of edneation and helping the employer to reomit 
|he right kind of^ pexmn. To expect the Unireraiuea to do more ia to f 
faota. The impreaaion that Untoeraitiee by meana of employment barean 
oreato employment or appointmenta ia far from oorreot To my mind ue 

g eblem of nnemployment la. aggravated by the methoda in nae for reomiting peraona 
r appointmenta nnder Government, nader aemi-pnblio bodies or in oommeroial firms. 
What happens generaliy is that snob appointmenta are based, not on the merits or 
the arftability of tow applicant tor the post to which he ia appointed, bat on porao- 
md, and aometlmea on oomnranal gronnda. The reault ia lack of effioienoy, a feeling 
of dimontent and bitterneaa and an inoream in the nnmber of highly gnalifiod per- 
aona witoont employment Those who are less qnalified, or have no qnalifioations, 
tone keep oat the qualified* and the demrving. It la only Oovernment toat: oan ra- 
mady this state of affmrs by patting reornitment to the pnbiio servioea on a proper 
basis. Except tor the. technical and the specialised appointments, it is desirable that 
all Government and semi-Government ser^oes, lower as well as higher, abonld be 
reornited by means of oompetitive testa. So far as Government are oonoemed, the 
problem haa been solved, to a certain extent, by the appuintment of Pnbiio Servioe 
Commissions, both by the Central Oovernment and by the Provinoial Governmente. 
As regards appointments in CommerciiU boases, it is essential that in the various 
previnoes they should be made to recruit their staffs through the agency 
of Appointments Boards constituted under the auspices of the Universitim, 
and on whioh the various oommeroial institutions of the provisoes are duly 
represented. Such Boards oan, however, prove effective only if Government 
recognize toem and bring influence to bear upon the ^ oommeroiM boases to 
utilize the services of these Boards in reoruitiog their staffs. Bpeakmg for 
myself, I oau say that this University would bo the first to co-operate with 
Government in the establishment of an’ Appointments Board, if it Is ^ured toat toe 
Board would be made effective in the manner I have suggested. In this oon- 
neotion, 1 am glad to mention that three or four European^ commercial^ houses have 
already availed themselves of the assistance of our University in recruiting the mem- 
bers of their higher staffs from among the graduates of this University. 

1 am thankful to them for what they have done, and I hope that more oommeroial 
firms, Indian as well as European, will avail themselves of the University s services 
for recruiting their staffs. 

While on the question of unemployment, I think it would ool of place for 

me to mentioa that this Uaiversity is folly alive to its responsibilities to ito rlumw. 
Oar University was the Drst among tha Indian Universitiee to make a Bjfoof “P»- 
sentation to the Secretary of State for India, complaining of the 
accorded to Indian students competing for Indian Civil Servioe 5'** 

land by teeisting on a minimnm residonco of two years and 2 

Honowa DegteS or its equivalent at an approved D™itv w tto Britae hMwas 
condition precedent for entering the oompetition. Apart from the ai^immaiion 
that was thM made by the revised rules o* aaw'sswn to fte 
for the Indian Civil Servioe in England between European and Indian ojjdidatM^ 
tbe restrictions that these revised rules for recruitment have placed upon the rights 
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of Indiiii itataits to appm for the Civil Service EuminatloA In Eoglead, end the 
prefdreeoe given to the Honours Degree of British Universitiee ere most repugnant 
to the eaaent i a l principle of open oompetitive examination lor administrative appoint- 
meniSi and. In faot, laj down a prinotple of disorimination against Indians themaeives 
in re^»eot of appointments to servioes in their own oonnt^. 

As pointed out in the representation made by this univeraity, it is more than a 
hundred jeaxa since the people of India oommenoed voioing their grievanoes in res- 
pent of appolntnribnts to the public services. The Act of 18SB made Indians eligible 
to sill ofBoes under the Company, and the Aot of 1868 provided that the Seormry 
Of State in Counoil should, with aU* oonvenient speed, make regulations for admiting 
all persons, being natural-born subjects of Her Majesty, who may be desirous of 
beoomlng candidates for appointment to the Civil Service of India to be examined as 
candidates. The Queen’s proclamation of 1858 oontained as assurance that all subjects 
of the Grown, Irrespective of class or creed would be admitted to office under ,the 
Government freelir and impartially. As bog ago as 1860, a Committee appointed by 
the Secretary of State recommended that two examiuatioDB should be neld simul- 
taneously, one in England and one in India, and those who competed in both oountries 
should be classified in one list according to merit. It was not until the year 1893 
that offioial recognition was given to this principle of simultaneous examinations by 
the House of Commons passing a resolution. Ihe resolution, however, remained a 
dead letter, and partial effect was given to it only about 11 years ago, and now, 
inatead of making the competition as open as possible, botlt in England and in India, 
we have these new rules shutting the door in England to * the best talent in this 
country by artificial barriers of residence and restricted University qualifications. 

AHbongh it is now a year since this University made its representation to the 
Seoretary of State for India, it is only very recently that we have heard that hs has 
declined to remove the handicap on Indian students complained of in the representa- 
tion. This University, however, ought to be thankful to the other Universities in 
toe country and to the Inter-University Board for supporting its representation. 

. My .adv Ice to those of yon who are still within the portals or the University 
Is to utilise to tfie fhli every opportunity you have of oultivating those virtues that 
thrive beat in a corporate life, which brings together a large number of Individuals, 
differing from one another in upbringing, habits, tempersment and ideas, but workiue 
together with one single aim, namely, to equip themselves for a life of usefulness and 
smoe to the oountiy and to the world. To those others who have already crossed 
the threshold of the University and are about to enter the arena of the world, my 
advice is : ^rry with yon : wherever you go, and whatever you do, the high 
and noble ideab which yon have imbibed from the lessons of history and biography, 
the tenohings of the poets and philosophers and of yonr own professors.” My final 
word of advice to all of yon is s **Never cease to be students.” Small as that 
phrase Is, Its implications are manifold. A student is essentially an idealist. The 
meifism of the student is badly needed in the world to-day, where we find 
Individuals, oommunitles and nauons qnarreiiing over petty differences, forgetting 
the ideals of bvo, nnseifishness and troth preached by prophets and rmigions 
teaohera from the earliest times. The word ^'student” conjures up the pioture of 
n bumble and ardent seeker after trnth. The greater the humility, the greater will 
be the knowledge that oomea his way. Again, the word ^'etudent” oonnotes hope, 
nmbition, aymnatfay, a forgiving natare« generosity and kindness to one’s fellows. 

g nidities wniob arejsxtolled In public life, the more beomise they are so rarely to 
e found. A student is loyal to his friends, to his oollege, to his Univeraity. He 
alwaya 8tr{ve|.io be better, to learn better and to do better. If all of us were to 
preserve and practise these virtues, which come naturally to the student, largely 
neoanse of the purity of the atmosphere and traditions which surround the temple 
of leaniing, we abonld translonn the world into a muoh better plaoe than we find 
it to-day* 1 eameBtly call upon you, my youny friends, to oontinne to be students 
to the ead of your nves by retoiuing the idealism, the numility, the generodty, the 
love of tmtb* Qie bonesty of impose and the zeal whioh ohamteriae the etudeni 
inbiaCUi^Bto. 

The Mb^aove Umiwrsity CoovoeatMm 

flha ItiSawias b the teat of Am idditM delivared bj J7 m, O. F. Amdnut 
< !■ A aaaal OMVMteloa ol 4* fMmnitgr of ilytou Add od the Alh. OetobMV 
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We Hvt In.a dtetnoted world whioh ii MMiog a horrioane of e?il. Tho 

oyolooe liat tw^ f rom oao end of the earth to the other. In the Fhr East, Juan 
haaJnfithd Ghtna^ and an inorediUy ornd war aaa been oirried on with ntttiieoe 
ferocity lor over a year. In the west of Enrope, bpain has been tom aatuider by 
a atrome that Is no less deadly. Day after day we look at the news in the 
oonoe^ng Central Europe In order to see whether war has broken oat or not Bren 
as I write these words, on September 15tb, the teiograma are foJl of dread forebodings. 
It will not do for us in India to say with fiamlet, 

The world is oat of joint O oorsed spite l 
That ever I was born to set it right 1 < 

For we must seek the deeper oanses of the evil within oarselves. Otherwise we, 
too, in oar torn, may be brooght within the horrioane zone. While, therefore, I shall 
only deal to-day with those argent and pressing qaestions whioh toaoh as here in 
India, I shall keep in mind all me while this vast and sinister baokgroand of world 
disorder whioh we oannot altogether escape. 


Many of those who have just taken their degrees will have their share very SMn 
in shaping the destiny of Mysore State, to whioh they will devote their servioe. This 
University shonld be in a position to provide one of the chief souroes of their deep 
and solid thinking. I would ask them, together with those present, to do some of 
this hard thinking along with me to-day ; for tho subject I have chosen— how to 
bridge over the gulf between the rich and the poor ; between the University and the 
villages,— Is by far the most difficult that we can approach. Only that State, whtoh 
can set to work sincerely to solve this problem, is likely to weather the storm. We 
have lately witnessed, in Europe, how auoieut dynasties, that did nothing to help the 
poor, have crashed. Here In India we have begnn to realize how near the jsngor 
may be to oarselves, and how short is the time for patting our own houses in order, it 
I keep strictly, as I am bound to do, to the academic aspect of my sntoeot, the im- 
portance of the political issue will not be forgotten. Pure science is the bteis of aU 
applied science. So what 1 try to pat forward in principle this morning lies at the 
back of that ferment in Indian politics whioh is leavening our 

First of all, let us frankly acknowledge, that in spite of much that has been b^m- 
fol, groat beneBts have come to India to its loop 
the West. The hard, stern, exact, scientifio thinking of modern Baro^ has brought 
this country, with a shook, out of its ancient fairy land of jj, ? 

concrete example, whioh every historian would accept, the 

nntonohability was breachea at last m the nmetewth century by ISfiCLl 

of Western scientific and democratic thought. The wrong t 9 ® a 

by child marriage, has also been brought home to the ®o®s®*®°®® 
similar manner. The present suooessfnl movement for social reform goes baox to 
aJ lil^r.1 ide« of Gladstone and Bright, of Mazzini and Abr^ ^ 

as to the insight of ^the great Indian reform leaders, beginning with rcaja nam 
Mohan Boy and ending with Mahatma Gandhi, uoa Koah 

The West has reaped its own benefits in return. Perhaps the mS 

the reoovery of the immensely potent conception of . ^ffSieot of Goethe 

Nature. We can trace the effect of this quite early. The vast mtelleot of woeiM 
first bailed it from afar. Wordsworth, in bis own ruggedly 
ont iteinneJ moaniog. Shelley felt it al^ in We e^er 

Indian contact is seen in Emerson and Walt Whitman. The fa nec ^ 

'Tfs » viiriirte 

intranaigient theology has succeeded, espeoially and ^jeans are revealing 

pendulum has swung back, and ^^Snirit 

to ua^a renewed desire to approach this avenue of the Spirit aiong wnicu 
mysterious universe may be explored. 

day, has been that of 
at least, a way^ out of 
cf pure non-violenoe in 

hoe of . wOTld -filled wfth violence «?<!«•«««• MttiS? bStorl^flS 

go over to Europe^ and also to Amenoa, for ®® nrmctoles in action for whioh 
most earnest thinkWs in both continents the great principles m uwuw 

Mahatma Gandhi stands. 


A farther inflaonoe, which we all 
Mahatma Gandhi, who has shown us m the West, in part 

ttoderStohaos by petting tro*{h ^nSta'^very yi 

fwe of • world filled with violence and untruth^ 


4M OOMYOOinON ADDBBSBEB [Ktaon- 

8o hr Amb wa MMrt, Uatorioidir, that banaSti luva aoeraed oa beUi bUm 
Iniii i h<i oloiir oontut botwMB Stst Bod West. 

Bat in Iiidii, owing to politloal dominatioii, Hhero bm also been injartons 
tetniee which need to be eliminated. Let me explain by typical ezamplee eome of 
thaae etile. 

If X am asked Impatiently whether the Bogliah language ehonld be abandoned 
altogether, I ahoold at onoe answer, ^No.* for, as 1 hare shown, It hss had Its own 
raloable osee. It has been the solvent, throngh Its literatare. of some of India’s 
worst evils; It has also welded together, as nothing else oonid have done at the 
time, the diverse parts of India. Still farther. It has brought India into tonoh with 
the vast enter world of thought where English Is commonly spoken. 

But now, this earlier phase Is nearly over. English will still be taught, bnt it 
must no longer be the medium cf in$trueti<m. That should, in future, always be 
the mother-tongue. Indian teachers must use the mother-tongue when thw teach 
geomphy, history and mathematics ; they must no longer employ the medium of 
Bn^isn. I have hsed the imperative word ‘must,* beoaus) I have no doubt whatever 
that this step has as onoe to be taken. 

It may be asked why I have spent so much time on this language problem. I 
have dona so^ beoanse the eridoal moment has arrived to urge that in Mysore 
University Itsell this whole subject of the ’medium of Instruction’ should be 
thought out In a aoientiflo manner, and steps taken to put things right. Mysore 
State is admirably adapted for this, because it is almost completely a one language 
area. 

I would ask one very simple and obvious question : Is there any other country 
in the world except India where instruction is given from the school stage right 
up to the University through the medium of a foreign langnage 7 Personally, I 
cannot reoall a single instance, nor can I remember any area, where the gulf 
has become so wide between the educated class and the village people. 

But the harm done by this fbreign medium has gone far beyond the sphere of 
language and education. It has invaded other sides of life as well. Perhaps the 
most injurious has been the continual rise in the cost of living, without any 
compeosatiog benefit to the common people. Artificial needs have been created 
by the rush of foreign articles Into the market and these have ousted the 
homely things made by our own people. In this manner the old industries 
of the villages, one by one, have been destroyed. 

This process of deterioration has to be gradually reversed. The nutrition 
which comes from Indian agriculture and husbandry must be conserved. Whatever 
articles of dress or furniture are needed must as far as possible be produced 
io India itself. Only in this way can the life blood of the Indian villages flow 
freely again and some prosperity return to those who are now living almost 
below the level of subsistence. 

We come now to the last evil that needs to be entirely swept awsy. Hitherto, 
as we have aeen, ao inferior imitation of the West has been the uninspiring aim 
set before us. This has left behind it wbat Mahatma Gandhi has rightly called 
a ’slave mentality’. With mighty blows, be has broken the chain which bonnd us 
last with this strange mental subjection. The general effect of bis appeal 
throuj^out the country has already been amazing ; and yet in the Universities 
themwlves a cautious conservatism still holds sway which is desperat^ hard 
to break. Hercriu the Universities, has been the stronghold of this Western 
obsession ; and therefore 1 welcome this morning an opportunity of striking 
another blowjfor freedom. 

I know that, in doing so, I have with me the hearts of all who are young 
and of many also who are old. Bnt I would repeat again and again, we are 
not living to-day in a normal world. The time is short. We have already 
passed through one world war, in a single generation, and are on the br^ of 
another. Therefore, in these matters, we must aim at a radical change of ncart, 
which must be nothing less than drastic ; for we have to keep pace with tb| 
crisis in the midst of which we are living. We cannot go on in an easy, slip-shod 
manner, while the whole world around ns is aflame. The revolution has como 
to our own doors. We have to appeal to the power of sacrifice in the heart of 
youth to make a supreme effort ; and if we do this, we must be ready for saerifloes 
ourselves. The older geoeratiott mnat not throw the whole burden on the yonug. 

My thoughta, therefore, have naturally beeh directed to this experience of 
poverty In my early days, for this drew me as with a magnet to the side of 
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Mahirtm GaodU In South Afriea, beoinie it wu olMt to me in • moment that be 
bad aaarifloed eferytUnfc for the otaee of the poor. Tha same thoaghte drew ne 
aleo to Gttradefa, Rabindranath Tagore, who has for more than fifty, yeara 
defoled himself with a heart fall of lore to the poyerty-strieken yinagers in his 
own proyiaoe of Bengal. ^ ^ 

I haye gone on to wonder, since coming to Mysore State., whether there might 
not be formed an Asram or Settlement not nnlike what 1 have liyed In at Santi- 
nll^n and also at Sabarmati and 'Wardha,— timilar also to Kingsley Hall in the 
east end of London, where Mahatma Gandhi jived when he went oyer for the 
Bound Table Oonferenee. For eren then he wonlo not lose toaoh with the poorest 
of the poor, and he found a home at Kingsley Hall, under the care of Mnriel 
Lester, which was nearest to his heart's desire. , . _ 

It has been brought to my notioe that students go out from this Uniyersity to 
the yillages ; and 1 nave seen the nuoleus of a work, such as I oontempate, already 
started at Bangalore. But I am now asking for a much more extensive effort to be 
made. Might not there be an Asram or Settlement, directly connected with the Uni- 
versity, with buildings of its own, where University graduates might go who were 
determined to beoome one with the poor by sharing their hardships ? 

A Town University Settlement of this kind obviously be best established in the 
centre of the mill area of Bangalore. It should not only undertake what might be 
called ‘hospital work* by oleaning up the slum quarters, but should also be the hpine 
of earnest thinkers and workers who would throw in their lot with the poor and be 
able to speak impartially for them iu those big issues relating to the hours of work, 
the rate of wages, accident and sick insurance, maternity benefits, etc., which make 
all the difference in the lives of thousands of poor people. For while Mysore State 
can rightly be praised for its advanced labour legislation, as compared with other 
parts of India, yet the utmost vigilance is always needed in these matters order 
to see that the law is carried into effect. Only the voluntary efforts of non-omoi^, 
men of high character and impartial judgment, can convince the general public 
that the labourers are being justly treated. 

I have in mind another branch of the same University Asram or Settlement,— not 
in the town, but in the country. This second centre should bo established m the 
very heart of the villages. Here again 1 contemplate something on a much Iwger 
scale than what has been attempted hitherto. My own vivid ideas have 

been shaped by what I have seen at Rabindranath Tagores 
agricultural side at Sri-Nikotan. At some spot, not far from Mysore, an Asrm 
mght be built up on the simplest lines, where men and women 

the University, aW their course was over, to live the country life and study at 
first hand the problems of the villages of Mysore. This should form a kind of 
laboratory for some of the best and noblest thinkers in Mysore State. , . 

Let me Mtlioe for a moment what is in my mind. Tb® To^ jetOement 
ooDBiet of a large Hostel built somewhere in the very midst of the 
S theolW It would have a Hall, where public meetings might be held, and a 
number of detached rooms, with a common kitchen, where *0®® 7??® w 

do M might take up their residence and share their mMis 
with this, in another Hall, there would be « PoW'® . fJSv 


These buildings would be grouped 


Eli 

Jftie garien should to open to tte P^® ThoM who^'migbt oome into realdenoo 
toaoty.tothehot snltrjr eyenm^_^ 1 rannS p^ They .should 


in snob a Settlement should If e ®®““ ^ 

- ^ itself. Those 


be frugal and economical 


;i,I^X;Udnot”y W.V invade tS®. Settlement 

- j TTMlwMciifw nnnrsA miCDt COmB I 


v^ho were still 


time to time to live 




my 

poor whiob osme Into my owu 
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wore over, I wis glf«n the ohirga of taoh a Sottlamoat m I hata doaorlM la ooo' 
of the duma ol London. At I hafo atated, the wbolo of my latar lifd whkih I havo 
tpont hero in India among the poor reoeired ita flrat impnlae in thoae yeara whoa 
I lived in the aan^ manner in London. They were not only the beat| hat alto the 
moat formative yeara that 1 have ever apent ; for they ahaped the whole ef my 
life in &ia one diria^o. 

With regard to the aeoond Univeraity Settlement among the villagea of Myaera^ 
It ahoold inolade a diapenaary and amall hoapital attached to it and alae he aude 
into a handioraft training centre for village boya who might afterwarda go hack to 
their own viliagea ip praotiae what they had learnt. \ 

Farther, yoang villagera ahoald be tanght, through olaaaea at the Oentie, how to 
improve the health oonditiona around them. A kindly and wholenome rival^ 
might be aet np between the different villagea which are near the Univarai^ 
Settlement aa to oleanilneaa. neatnesa and beaaty. Thaa the Sottlmnent itaelf 
would be a fooaa in the midat of the ooantry for all kinda of training which 
might help the villagera to make a thoroughly genuine pride in their own 
aurroundin^ 

Through thoae who came for different pnrpoaea to the Centre, a oloee touch 
might be eatabliahed between the villagera and the Univeraity Settlement, ao that 
there would be no diffloulty for reaearoh workera, who oome into reaidenoe, to pay 
peraonal vislta to the villagera where they would be welcome. Aa in the town 
Aaram, the atandard of living among the . residenta would have to be ao 
aimple that no villager, who came to the Settlement, would feel out of place. 
Here again, the atandard aet by Mahatma Gandhi might be followed. 

By meana of village faira, or jatraa, it ahouid be poaaible to give aome 
brightnesa and joy aa well aa training and instruction. Snoh village festivals 
have their great use in breaking through the monotony of ordinary existence. 
They add happiness to village life and thus make people ready to stay in 
toe country ana not flook to the towns. 

Hitherto, I have only spoken of outward prosperity ; but there are other 
things that need to be brought into the villages which are even more important. 
*Man shall not live by bread alone.” The old mantram of the Upanishads, 
*From joy all things proceed, in jcy all things consist, unto joy all things return*, 
Is as profound as it is true. What Swamiji told me the other day contains the 
secret of toe best happiness and contentment. *How we used to love one another.*' 
That was the inner joy which made men long to return to their own village after 
thdr education was over and made them even home-sick for it. 

**Oar object should be,” writes Tagore, ”to try to flood the chocked bed of 
village life with the stream of happiness. For this, the scholars, the poets, the 
musicians, the artists, have to collaborate, to offer their contributiona. It is 
fnlness of life that makes one happy, not fulness of purse.” 

What Tagore meana is that the villager needs inward happiness, peace and 
contentment, as well as abundance of food ; and it should be one of the chief 
lunctioni of Universi^ Settlements of this kind to bring joy to the poor. 

Joy and Hope I The depression in our villages must cease. Hope must enter, 
so that Joy may abound. Only by the rich and poor, the University and the 
villages, coming closer into touch with one another, can this be acoomplished, and 
Mysore remain a happy and propersons State. 


The Annamalai University Convocation 

The following are extracts from the Convocation Address delivered by 
K, Natarajan^ Elftor, *^Iodiaa Social Reformer”, at the Convocation of toe 
Annamalai university held at Chidambaram on the Isk November 1938 

There are many among us nowadays who would say that oondolenoe, not congra- 
tulation, is your dne for the education which you have received, and on which 
the University has aet ita seal at this Convocation. They hold, and hold sincerely, 
that the education imparted by Indian TToiveraities is worse than worthless, that it 
has all the dofeota whioh education ahouid not have, that it has produced only olerka 
and social misfits afflicted with slave mentality and inoapable of rendering any uaeful 
service to the country or to themseivea. To it is also attributed the wideaprm uu- 
pmployment whioh affects all claases and from whioh educated men are not exempt. 
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BrItUh India, an the laigaBt and most politioidly e?olTed aidt, woald ham ezartad 
a prograBtiva and beaefioent inflaeaoa on tba ladfaa Stalaa in the Marathm. It ia, 
hoxeam* loo lata new to lament the hreakimr up of British India. The orj now is 
lor tha prooaea to ha oarriad farther. I tael that the demand will hife to be 
oonoadeo. It bahoras UniTaraitiaa m Intelleotoal power houses to range tiMmsalm 
in fmoompramlslng protest against the narrow profinolal spirit which In some of its 
ngiiast lorm^ .te already raising its head. It is signlfioant that this taadanoy is most 
erideat in the so^oalled lingaistio provinoes. 


I now oome to the mnoh^disoassed question of oommunatism. Compared to nationa- 
^jm .mid protinoialiBm. 1 regard oommanalism as a less otIL Nationalism and 
provimdalism are determined by rigid ^ographioal lines which oaa only be o?ar- 
Qirown by violent politioal oonvalsions. Commanalism, on the other hanq vasts on 
balietevrnioh ednoation, aspeoially higher ednoation, seldom fails to broaden. I 
firmly believe that inter-oommanal nnderstanding can be brooght aboat only 
by extending higher edaoation among all olasses and communities, and not 
by mass oonmots. 

The Hindu Muslim dispute has only a remote interest in South India. The 
oommonsense of the two oommunlties in the South led to the adjustment of their 
relations to each other as friends and neighbours many oenturies ago. Even in 
Northern India there had been a steady movement of oaltural fusion between the 
two oommunlties, as Ranade pointed out in his last address to the National Social 
Conference at (iuoknow. The movement has suffered interruption owing to various 
causes. Its resumption to which we all look forward and which we should do 
eveiythlng in our power to aooelerate will be the final and permanent solution of the 
Hinau-Muslim qnestion. I have always felt that our Universities can and should 
do more than they have been doing to place before the country well considered plans 
for promoting mutual understanding and good-will among onr communities. It has 
sometimes occurred to me that a course of studies may be offered by our Universities 
In which Sanskrit and Arabic shall have the same basic value as Greek aud Latin 
In the public Schools pnd older aaiversities of England. 

Forty years ago. when I left Madras, there was no Brahmin-non-Brahmia 
problem in this part of the country. There had arisen one in Maharashtra, 
out that was due to totally different causes and had aims totally different 
from those of the movement which sabsequently developed here. In the 
Madras Hindu Social Reform Association, Brahmins and non-Brahmins worked 
together like brothers. The non-Brahmiu movement, as it subseqaentiy developed 
here, however, was a historical necessity which has now happily passed away and naa 
left the field prepared for concerted action between all sections of the oommonity. 
This University itself is a conspicuoasly snspicions symbol of what can bo achievM 
in co-operation. It is high time, however, that the reform of the caste system was 
seriondjr taken in hand by Hindu leaders. The present hereditary basis of caste 
must CO. 

Political methods are necessarily ompirioal. But in social reform empirical 
mediods gre not only ineffectual but positively harmful. Society is an organic whole. 
In trying to correct and strengthen its weaker and worn-out parts the reformer has 
to be extremely careful not to injure the sound and vital parts. The matter is 
farther oomplioated by the faot that the origiuating cause of a social malady is often 
to be found in some praotioe or institution which has apparently no oonneotloq with 
it Empiricism is. therefore, clearly out of place. There must be inquiry, research, 
exact auaptation or means to ends. 

Take another question, the abolition of untouohability in Hindu society. Are 
we really helping to abolish untouohability by making laws specially applicable 
to Harljans ? Direotmotion in social reform often defeats its own purpose. I may 
iMld here that the Prohibition measures whioh are steadily being pusned forward 
in several provinoes, arb sure to do more for the sooial and economio regeneration of 
the depressed olasses than any of the other measures speoifioally intended for th^ 
toiefit 


I must now bring these rambling remarks to a close. I have set befere yon 
my ideas on some of the bamiag topics of the day, I do not expect or desire 
that yon should adopt my ^ews. But I do wish that you, with your fresher minds 
more attuned to present-day world oonditions, should consider Hiem with an open 
IBind. 
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Ohrigtlana «nd Aza1«, It wu hm th«t 
streams of thoo^t— oonTestionally called Aryan and Dravidian— 
peonliaritv^nf ^nfh^'T!!lr« known aa Hindniam. Another remarkable 

Mli^i^i-StlKiL*^? !i““‘ ®®*“P'®‘® *®«^®“ ®* '“*»• MHemeea with 
to a diBtiSimiB^TSS?l»*‘'?"i®*u’*® »f® «»»8kt to be attained. I waa talking 

etrnok hi” §?/« **Tu Mn®bn»— a few montiie ago, and he too wae 

to attrihJiI*'t2if®fwfc ®f ‘5?uP® '*1,®®^ morement in Sonthern India. I waa inolinod 
the tradition of good understasding between Britleh and Indiana 
thSih«“nIJSJ«Sw administrators like Sir Sfi'.mae Monro. My friend thought 
Booth Tnf?i.'®®'i5!!fi.*®®*®* *^® P®l'°y. ®* (Siristian Missionary ednoation followed In 

oouth liiaia. Both causes have no doubt contributed to the good resulte 

<n ^ too, the secret of Integration, of the link between thought and act, 

Bhagayad Oita, which, translated in English, means : “From 
existence proceeds, by Whem all things are pervaded, Him adoring by the 
^ Here, as Pro- 

y®^s metaphysics together. The education 

nnparted in Universities should, if it is worth anything, place a man in the way to 
aisoover what his duty, his special purpose and funotiou in the society and in the 
world is. For e^h of us has a special place and function. By faithfully fulfilling it 
ne attains perfection. F?en if he fails, he need not worry, “The prize*', as Rooert 
Broking tersely puts it, “is in the process’*. Finally bear in mina the promise of 
tne Gita that no one who earnestly and honestly strives for a great and good purpose 
ever comes to grief. o d r 


The Agra Umvernty Convocation 

The following are extracts from the address delivered by. the Hon'ble Sir Shah 
U, sulaiman^ at the Annual Convocation of the Agra University held on the 12th. 
November 1938 : — 


Sinoe the publication of the Sadler Commission’s Report, there has been a swing 
in favour of residential universities of the unitary type, although the Calcutta Uni- 
versity itself for which it was primarily intended, did not adopt the report The 
Agra Gniversity came into existence as a necessary result of the Allahabad University 
following the recommendations of the Commission and converting itseli into a Uni- 
versity of the unitary type. The colleges outside Allahabad which bad been under 
the Allahabad University were grouped together and constituted into the Agra Uni- 
versity which had to assume a Federal type. 

1 will not venture to go into the comparative merits and demerits of the Federal 
and Unitary types of universities for it is •obvious that universities of the Federal 
type are essential to keep within their fold scattered educational institutions not 
large enough to constitute University centres. I have no hesitation in saying that 
the Federal typo has its own value, and can undoubtedly develop on its own lines 
into the highest form of an examining and controlling body, which can set up a 
high and uniform standard of scholarship for students scattered over a large area. 
1 nope that this University will in due course reach that stage of prefeotion and 
play an important role in the development of higher education in the country. 
A Federal university of the type of your university serves its own good purpose, 
and is by no means an institution to be despised or condemned. Unlike a self-oentrea 
University which may fix its own isolated standard oaring little for others, the gre^ 
advantage, which a group of constituent colleges possess, is the existence of a keen and 
healthy competition among them, as the quality of their work Is tested on 

the announoement of the results of the .University examinations. The msadvwtage, 
of course, is that each college has to maintain distinct aid separate staffs, libraries, 
laboratories and other equipments, involving mulliplioation and diffusion of activities. 
But when one bears in mind the vast area of this sub-oontinent and the eaprmous 
population whioh oar Universities have to serve as well as, the peonnlary wd other 
diffioulties involved in establishing too many residentid Crmversitaes, 
denied that the establishment of separate and distinct oolleges, all governed by one 
central university located at a convenient oentr^ is the only 
able. Indeed, if knowledge is to expand and University education is to be made 
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aooMiible to tlie rich ttid ttie ooor aUko, It seems imperative for os to have as 
aumj ooUeges with the degree atasses aa possible, looated at all the principal district 
oentrea tbxonAi these f^vinces. This purpose » amply falfllled by the Agra Uni- 
versl^f which oomraiaes fifteen coilegee at present In time to come we may 
legitimately eipeet that the separate oollegea in the larger cities in these Provinces 
and BajpgtaM which ommtltnte year University will in dne coarse themselves be- 
come new*.ve4> B^-contained University centres. 

No doubt a non-residential Universi^ cannot possess some facilities for higher re- 
search work as a unitary teaching university looated at one centre can do at greater cost 
But after all researoh work is not the only advantage of higher education. That advan- 
tipe is reaerved for the ieleoted few of the brilliant type who can devote their 
whole tima to study and researoh without regard to future pecuniary prospects. 
Teachlim and imparting education on a large scale are also well-recognised purposes 
of a university and these purposes are fulfilled with greater snooess and efficiency 
^ numerous colleges at different centres than by one nniversity at a partionlar place. 
For poor students, who can just manage to live with their parents and can not afford 
to m^te from their homes to reside at a distant University, the colleges at their 
own cities are not only convenient but necessary. The growth of sohools into Inter- 
mediate colleges and of Intermediate colleges' into Degree colleges is a natural evolu- 
tionary process, and should be enoourag^. The multiplicity of colleges is not an 
evil to be oondemned. Students who wish to prosecute their studies farther with a 
view to carry on researoh work can easily move to one of the residential universities, 
of which we have not too few in these Provinces. Nor must it be over-looked that 
during the first decade of its existence some colleges of the Agra University have, in 
spite of their limited means, prosecuted researoh work of which any institution may 
be proud. 

unemployment Is a chronic problem in India, as well as in highly advanced 
Western countries and its solution is by no means an easy one. Not only the edu- 
cated classes but even the illiterate labouring classes are hard hit That unfortunately 
Is the inevitable result of the rapidly increasing population, without any outlet for the 
Burplus even in i^ost uninhabited- oontiuents. Whether we educate our young men 
andf women or do not educate them, unemployment is not going to disappear so long 
as there is no check on the increase of population. But education shonld certainly 
assist in discovering new avenues of employment, if State help were forthooming. 
Even a reasonably small percentage of the vast Indian population, if ednoated, would 
be unable to find employment in the Services. The remedy is not a restriction in 
the number of the educated, but a wide expansion of trade, indnstry and commerce. 
As unemployment among the educated classes naturally creates disooutentmeot and 
dissatisfaction with the existing order of things, it is all the greater duty of the 
Idtate to take steps to ameliorate their conditions. The reoent movement for Rnral 
Development is a welcome move ; but a similar endeavour for urban development 
is equiuly called for. What is wanted is a well-organised scheme for stimulating 
indigenous indnstries and marketing their products. We need first rate experts to 
train our yooogmen and women to set np small industries not requiring much capital 
as investment. 

A great political leader of India has recently remarked that ^^Universities must 
be made self-snpporting and that they have no claim on State funds, but that they 
should be maintmued by examination and other fees paid by students and by endowments 
from industrial aud otner organisations which employ graduates”. He has in strong 
language said that he is opposed to all higher education being paid for from the 

S neral revennest and has proclaimed his firm conviction that “the vast amount of 
e so-called education in Arts given in oar colleges is sheer waste, and has resulted 
in onemplcyment amongs^he educated classes, destroyed the health, both mental and 
physioal, of the boys and girls who have the misfortune to go through the grind 
in our colleges.*’ This is a scathing criticism which one may venture to hope is 
not quite justified. 

As an ideal Uie University may no doubt be self-supporting but this does not 
hold good for a backward country^ There is just as great a responsibility of Qovern- 
ment to advance the cultural and intellectual progress of its people as to advance 
their health and safety. In India education would not have progressed at all bat for 
State aid. If private oenefeotlon were forthooming, if our millionaires, big oommeroial 
magnatei «nd rich landed' proprietors, by their acts of generosity, were to make 
laige eudowmesisy and if we bad i& India anythiog like the British or American 
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le uniTersity in Btitisii India whioh oan snpport itself without Gorern- 
» low as prints sonroes tema m inadequate, the claim of Universities on 
at funds must be re^nts^, India is still in its infancy so far as its ednoa* 


4flB 

UnJvoniaes, then wonid be no seed for GoTernnent help 
• 0^*1^ seems to be far off. As thfims stand at present there is 

not a BiD^e University in British India whioh — " p.osent tnere is 

ment aid. 8( ' 

Government ^ 

tional development is oonoerned and in early stages we should not ezpeot the 
UniversitiM to be financially self-sufRoing. if Government help were to W with- 
drawn snddenly the Universities would find utterly impossible to meet their 
expenses out of fees received from students jo'ess the fees are raised to in 
ezorbimut extent and this in turn will cause suoh a serious fall in the ' number of 
stndente M to frustrate the obi eot Itself. The p^rogress of a country is indissolubly 
connected and bound up with the powth of its University education. Its advance 
do{>ends on the ^ality of its University men who beoome pioneers in various 
aotivihes when they enter life. All development will be seriously jeopardised and all 
growth arrested if the Universities were unfortunately to collapse for want of 
sufficient funds to run them. No greater calamity can befall India than the closing 
down of its Universities and the barring of the door of higher education except to 
those in possession of golden keys. For generations there has been an agitation that 
far too little was boing spent on education. But now there is a sudden somersaolt 
and we hear the complaint that too much public money is being spout on 
Universities.^ 

Nothing is more alarming than this novel attitude of mind towards higher 
education whioh envisages its being left to private enterprise only;, absolving the 
State of all responsibilities respeotmg it. Aooordingto this strange proposal University 
charters will be given to groups of men with approved integrity and honesty 
provided the State has to bear no cost of running the Univer5;ity. The State will 
only run a department of higher education which will meet its expenses by the 
fees realised from examinations.*’ Such an arrangemect on the very face of it wonid 
be wrong in many respeots, the greatest objection being that it will perpetuate aud 
even multiply the present defects in higher education which all educationists are 
endeavouring to remove. The evils of such a retrograde step which will place 
higher education at the mercy of private enterprise, oan be pictured only by those 
who have some acquaintance with the kind of Universities existing in some of the 
smaller States of America, where Doctorate degrees are conferred on applicant 
by oorrespondenoe. 

The benefits of University eduoation are not confined to the student community of 
partiouiar years bnt spread far and wide ; its utility is iridespread, snd the entire 
oouutry benefits by the advancement of higher education. The graduates in Science 
aud Arts, who pass out of the Universities, take an active part in the development 
of the country and many become leaders In the various spheres of life. Their 
number may be small, but their potential value is great. They help to raise the 
general standard of the oouutry far more quickly than would be the case if educatioa 
were oonfined to studies of a primai*y character only. All these should be a sufficient 
recompense for the Government grants, which Universities receive. After all, no 
country cuu progress without hi^Iy oduoateiJ losdors snd % Isrgo porooutuo of our 
inafingniahaa mou huTO ttot oomo from fMuilies notoriotts for their amuenoe. 

There seems to be a nnisersal demand for sornaonlars being made the media of 
instrnotioD. This is already boing done in the primary aohoola, and the method can 
be easily extended to secondary achoole. No, one can objeot to tte programme of 
gradually making Vernaonlars the media of inatmoben at the University s^e ab^ 
rad I do earnesHy hope a time wiU come when onr literate will be m enriob d with 
translationa from Western langnagM and alee j? 

sappiant and replace English : but the stage has not arrived yet Higher etndiee in 
PhihSophy? Historv, BMnomios m Polllu5r8oionoo cannot be had without the know- 
todaeol a Europeim iangnage. Per the Boienoee, knowl^ of oven Gwaian and 
PreMn Injish Itwo;^ 

forward at presept tlmt for acquire Weetw^knowledgo, the English lugnage, 
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Ilk • folftlltAtiiik Stale, the edaetiioBil idete of the Dictator and hit laetioa 
are forced oa an uowilHog poimlatioii, at he efaima to be the sole jadge of the 
Intereat of the entire natloik and abeoloteW infallible. Whaterer he thinka to the 
final word, and whatcfcr he ordera ia the law. That attitude of mind ahonid not 
prevail in Uiia countrj. Edueatioa la an international lubjeet and we ihonld draw 
upon the reaearchea of edncationiata in all the oonntriea aad profit by their ez- 
pertonee, and not be carried away byjhe bold ingenuity of an indigenous theory. 
It would, therefore, be a grave miefortune If eziating aehoola were to be aboltohM 
on a wholeaale aoale and replaced by aehoola of a new type modelled on a new 
edueational theon. The wiser oourse. of oourse, would be to atari a limited 
number of achoob of the new type and leave the success of their real working to 
be i^ged by aotnai ezperienoo. 

JhB eziating educational system ia certainly defective and has not produced the 
desired results. But much of that ia not due to any defeet inherent in the system 
itself, but to many extraneous causes and surrounding eircumstancea, for which 
the existing i^stem has b^n rather undeservedly condemned. In the University 
we are not direetly concerned with schemes of primary education. Nevertheless, as 
the primary sohoola are the foundation of the educational system, and the secondary 
aehoola built upon them serve as feeders for the Universities, University authorities 
and academic bodies cannot be altogether indifferent to any drastic reform of the 
primary schools that may be in contemplation, as this is bound to have reper- 
cussions later and may affeet the quality of University education itself. The system 
of education, as it eziata in India to-day, unquestionably needs drastic reforms in 
many directions. But what we have to see In every endeavour for reform is that 
we may not ebange tbinjgs for the worse : and for this purpose we must have a 
dear vision of our objeetive. A drastic change introdueed in haste may fnrnish 
cause lor repentance later. 

Edneational outlook has undergone phenomenal changes during the Meant 
years ; and what was a few years a^ merely a demand for an industrial bias to 
our education baa come to be regarded as the sole objective. For the great masses 
of the stndents reeeiving primary education, if it is made free and compulsory,, 
greater stress should unquestionably be laid on manual training and bandicralts. 
The new schools that are established particularly in the rural areas^ should be of 
the vocational kinda. As regards the urban areas, the earliest steps taken should 
be gradually to transform a number of the exisHog secondary schools into the 
Polytechniqoe type of aohools, giving a praoUoal bend, to vocational training for 
those who nave no ambition to prosecute their studies further. At the same thne 
it should be remembered that technical schools cannot be devdoped to an unlimited 
extent, for available occupations may fail to absorb all the products of the 
schools. The schools of the literary type must also exist side by side with the 
Polyjteehniques; for the benefit of those who wish to prosecute their studies further. 
Ctonsiderabie diflScnlties are bound to be experienced if too great attention is paid 
to exclnaively practical tsaioiog in all the secoadary sebooto. The new kind of 
BtadentB' joining the University will not have been trained on lines requisite lor 
a University career, and the practical knowledge acquired by them at the expense 
of theoretical knowledge wonld be of veiy little avail to them for purposes of 
higher education. Even if it be assumed that there would be a bilurcatioo at 
the lecondary stage, it is to be feared that quality will suffer as a great part of 
the Btudeuta’ time will have been devoted to pursuits of a non-literary character. 
The only appropriate course is to have schools of both the types side by side for 
the two different purposes in view. 

It would not be fair# to criticise, on theoretical grounds only, a new scheme 
carefully prepared by a oody of educational experts. It would be more just to 
give it a fair triel, and watch the result. But even a friendly critic can draw 
attention to a few broad pointa in order to sound a note of caution regarding 
certain aspeeta which do not prima facie appear to be convincing. 

The original notion that the new primaiy schools should be ^^Belf-supporting*’ 
has tiad to be abandoned. But even the modified idea that the new type of aohoolB 
would pay towards the eoats of the teaching staff or even cover the major portion 
of thw running expenies is nothing but over-optimism. The true economic value 
of the articles produced would not be sufficient to meel even a fraction of the 
total expenditure. To get over this cfifllealty the suggestion is that the State 
ahonid guarantee taking over at fair pdeen the product of the work done by the 
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“L**" «“e>« by the ehlldwn ewB at 
W *ft^. yhedBle tatee m h^lv taffioe to pay the ealMks o{ the staff, mneb less 
»^?y expenditure like, bttildlpgi, eqaipments, books, fatnitaneto. Oe 

the State enforeinK th^ 

iwes at the uflated prices. The responsibilify thrown on the State for the purdfaum 
the pndaeta at fixed rateiu irrwpMtire ot their onality and workmanahi^ wonld 
i^mre a StM organisation for foroing snob prodnets on the market «Wh co m" 

Dflllillir ffiAAniA tA nnrAitaBA f.nAnn liScrh nnAmm s 7 a 



OVM iwrue uj »ue owi« woura oe iweiy « mei A&rm OX inaireot ff rants to the 
eoboois, with the expenses of the sales organlsatioii nnneoessarUy added. Flat rates 
for purohasea of artioles, in spite of their varying qualities would kill all inoentive 
for improvement If expenses of the school are to be met largely out of suoh 
income there will be a very serious danger of the young children being exploited 
chers who are anxious to win the favour of the inspecting staff by showinx 

/aaa^iaiafi T*ltAa» awj«aa1<l Wa aa j l a ^ 


bj teachers — ........ aw a..w Amav»x v 

a good ontput They wonld be inclined to exact 

Amawa aLa aV:Uaaa aa aaaa:i..1a aa i.. .t. 


MAW Auw|rwwaiM^ C*1«SaA VJ OUWniU|^ 

— gwww WMAW>*«« AUtoJ STVUIVa WO SUUIIUOU l>W O&BUli as much mannal work and labour 
from the onildren as possible, as thev would be obsessed with the importance of the 
at the sacrifice of the educational and cultural. A child of tender 

foil Avatl WAV -fAr itia flnnwieliaMAftf Iia aittAAiwAa mmA Waa 4a La 


eOOnOmiO aspect buo oaut muo ml uio euui;aiiuuiu auu cuiiuraia A OniiU 01 cBocier 
age is not expected even to nay for the nourishment he receives, and has to be fed 
I clothed by his parents, far less should he be made to work to obtain education 

onffh hia owe lahotir. If ha oomAft of a noor famtlv ha irivaa OAwna Vinel ■ 


and 


autt ciuiuea oj uia parauui, xar mss huouiu ae oe maue lo worx lo ODISIU eclUOStion 
through his own labour. If he comes of a poor family, he gives some kind of a 
return for his maintenaace, when he grows older by mannal labour of sorts. To 
compel his parents to maintain him for a long period of seven years while the poor 
child is working hard all the time to maintain the teaching staff of his school 
seems a little incongruous. Such a system may degenerate into an exploitatiou 
of child labour. 

For children In raral areas, who have no expectation of prosecuting their studies 
farther, greater emphasis should appropriately be laid on mannal labour which would 
be of practical utility to them. A reorientation is needed for making, education in 
rural schools more praotloal so that the boys ma^r receive sufficient training for 
doing productive work aud become capable of earning a living for themselves. But 
for those children who will ultimately pass into the secondary sohoolsi partioulasly 
if preparing for a University education, too much time spent on mannal training up 
to the age of 14 would be a serious handicap to them. As mattters stand at 
present, the time spent iu secondary school? is not sufficient even for imparting to 
tho boys all the knowl^ge that they should necessarily possess before joining a 
University. If daring the first fourteen years they are to spend, more than two-thirds 
of their school-time on forms of industrial training and less than one-third on 
oultural training, as has been actually proposed, the time devoted to the latter would 
be grossly inadequate^ and it is extremely doubtful whether the boys would at all 
be able to^ assimilate, the subjects presoribed iu the elaborate syllabus. They are sure 
to remun- weak iu their secondary stage and will, consequently be later all the less 
equipped for joining a University. The syllabus presoribed appears at first sight to 
lay too much emphasis on training in weaving and spinning,, which are apparently 
reWded as the basic cra^. This no doubt has a politioal va ue, but there should 
•be a limit to carry politics into everything. The proposed syllabus igporu many 
other equally important rural industries. Even assuming that oo-edacation is to m 
decided upon, one would have expected that in vocational training also there would 
be some distinction drawn between ♦he kinds uf education to bo given to girls and 
hove. One common syllabus for both boys and girls, as apppws to have been 
attemptedv is open to question. Domestic science, cooking, knitting and sewing 
Siould be indi^nsable for girls. As for boys, sports and drill should 

never misunderstood, and would therefore mention that I have 
myself for years in Convocation Addresses been strongly advocating that a pronounced 
National tend should bo giveu to our education. I do not minimise the importance 
of wonomio considerations and the imperative need of improving ones 
neots. But these should not be given more than their due weight m educational 
rofAwna Tn ihn Tnftttar of hixhor educatiOD, puro pursuit of knowledge shoald not 
S Si £ wito toe pwb&B of tooi Ve haw to think in terms of the nation 


Eminent scientists in advanced 
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oountrieB have ndFer been le rioh as mannfaotnrere of motor oars or tin-plates, 
and yet hamenity owes more to the former than the latter. In onr own oonntry, 
we hare heard and seen eminent men of letters and science who lived for' knowledge 
and died as poor men, while others with mnoh lesser intelleotaal attainments rose 
high in life, built palaces and left orores for their children. It is thus obvious that 
knowledge cannot and should not be taken solely as a means of earning livelihood or 
wealth, and our sohelnes of educational reforms should not be overweighted with any 
such extraneous consideration. Life is more than bread and butter. University education 
has the nobler purpose of acquisition, advanoement and diffusion of knowledge left 
by onr ancestors, snd then enlarge and expand it by our own researches, and finally 
hand over the accumulation to posterity, with the satisfaction that we also have 
played our humble part in the advance of human knowledge to the eternal benefit of 
mankind. 

It remains now to offer to yon, my young friends, who have come here to-day to 
receive your well-earned degrees and diplomas my heartiest congratulations on your 
success at the examinations of the University. Yon are about to enter into a life 
which is far more varied aud complex than that which your elders lived. For 
one thing, the question of livelihood has become much more vital to-day 
than it ever was in the past, because it is becoming daily more difficult 
to secure means of subsistence. Most of you, perhaps, would prefer to walk 
the easier path of seeking a iob and living a life of contentment on securing 
it. But employments are not so easy to obtain now as they were some decades back. 
The infinenoe which your eiders in the family and at the University can exercise in 
your favour is no longer of any great effect, for most of the Government servants 
are recruited as a result of competitive examinations in which merit alone counts, 
and not such recommendations as you may be able to procure. The inevitable result 
will be more disappointments than satisfactions, and fewer successes than failures. 
The problem before you will call for the greatest amount of patience and fortitude, 
with which, 1 hope your training in the University has fully equipped you. I offer 
to all of you my best wishes for your successful careers. A man of education and 
culture, in whatever sphere of life he may be placed, should ever feel that the 
main function of his life is to advance the knowiec^e he has acquired in his college. 
In other words, he should think that his student-life has not yet ended, nay it has 
only started after bis passing through the limitations and routines of academio life. 
A man imbued with this spuit wiit continue to read and study aud think in 
whatever situation he finds himself, employed or unemployed, whether in trade, 
professions or public service, be he rich or poor. To him this life will be preoions, 
despite all the bitterness of his experienoes, and to this type I hope every young 
graduate n{ this Uuiversity will try to conform. 


The Patna Univernt- Cenvocation 

The following are extracts from the address delivered by ProfeBsor Amamath 
Jha at the aoni^ Convocation of the Patna University held on the 29th. November 
1938 

All my life-work has bro^bt me into touch with students, and I am happy to 
have this opportunity of meeting the ria^ generation of my native province. Of 
a rectorial a^ress it has been said that it is not a speech, it is not a sermon, it is 
not a ieotnre ; it is by tradition too long to be light, too abort to be exhaustive. 
Oonvocatiou Addresses have tended latterly to be essa]^ in educational reorganisation 
or else they have d#eU on nnemploymont more dread than Oorgons, and flvdras, and 
Chimaeras dire. I have made ehiewhere my own oontributmos to these sabjeots, the 
importance of whioh I for one do not mimmise. But I desire to transcend these 
topics and address myself to matten that more vitally and Mrmaueatly affeot the 
lives and tlmoghts of those who are to-day seat out by the University in the oon- 
fidenoe that they will be taithful to the light within' them. You sea ao mnoh around 
yon to depress and dishearten. The entire age seema ao laokiqg in moral gcandenr. 
In moBonta of doubt you fear you are no better than ahadowa in a dream. What 
li^t ean 1 shed, what golden apml oao 1 weave to shatter these oloiids of darknees ? 
Jn the words 1 am to address to yon I ahaii try, if you will bear with me. to wer- 
•Hide yon that, despite the many oifeomstanoes whioh make yon imagine tiiak wwy 
thenghii and hoars of pain and hopeliii moods are yoor appointed lot| he me a false 
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toaohet who said that the happiest were those who were never born and the next 
happiest those who died as soon as they were born. In the world around ns there seem 
signs of coming doom. Contemporary events in India and abroad, the negation of 
morality in international affairs, tho eoonomio muddle extrication from which appears 
so improbable, the jars and tangles of public life,— all combine to produce a state of 
mind akin to despair. 

There is, indeed^much to oanso torments of grief. Even in India where the nnm- 
her of literate persons is woefully small, there are hundreds* perhaps thousands of 
young University graduates who feel that the worlo U out of joint, and has no use 
for them and can do nothing for them. Well-meanin;.' ^entlemen, whose sympathies 
are keener than their vision, suggest in despair that there is too much of eduoation 
in this country. One of my most distinguished predecessors on this platform said that 
he could not reconcile himself to India becoming a nation of learned beggars. 
Mahatma Gandhi, whose word is law to millions and to differ from whom is to foil 
from grace, says that the state should cease to run its arts colleges ; voluntary 
contributions should support medical colleges, agricultural colleges must be self- 
supporting. Even though he would not dream of forcing his opinion on others, yet 
such is the reverence for him, and so high is the regard for his views, that even some 
progressive thinkers have been hypnotised into agreeing with him. With the utmost 
deference and hnmility I wish to state that the problem is not mainly one of edu- 
cation and that a good education can become a cnro for oar ills onlv when it is 
associated with good conditions in other departments of life. Good education will be 
fully effective only when there are good sooial conditions and, among individuals, 
good beliefs and feelings. One who has attached so much significaoce to the spiri- 
tual life does not need to be reminded that mere wealth-giving training, eduoation 
that has only an ooonomic significance, serves only one— and that not the higher- 
side of human nature. A community may be competent in economic, defensive, sani- 
tary, even political oonoerns : it will stiH need something which will minister to its 
higher needs. Mach of it may have no direct bearing on the earning of one’s 
daily bread, but it undoubtedly determines what a man is and what a nation will 
be. There is so muoh confusion in the prevailing discussion on this vexed subjeot 
of the difficulty of recent graduates to find employment, so much vagne talk, so 
muoh mischievous agitatiou that it is necessary to utter a brief word of warning. 
^'Unemployment is mainly a symptom of industrial maladjustment.” The world is 
getting over-populated. In 1918 there were 1,900 million human beings: a century 
ago there were half this number, and the rate of increase continues to be one per 
cent pur auaum. If this rate is maintaiued, it has been calculated that the earth 
will barely provide standing room for ail men. Then most countries have lost or are 
losing their foreign trade, thanks to exceedingly effective protective tariff^ walls. 
There is the rapid and progressive increase in labour-saving contrivances, which in 
some trades enable one man to do the work of twenty and which have made men 
the viotims of the machines which they have created. Women are being employed 
in increasing numbers as wage-earners. These are the main causes of unemploy- 
ment. Among tho various remedies adopted in different countries to check 
crowding in the professions and to relievo unemployment are : controlling student 
enrolments, raising of fees and lengthening of courses, discrimination agamst women, 
prohibition of multiple employments, lowering the age of retirement. But, what is 
needed is a clear insight into existing trends on the labour market, a full und 0 i> 
standing of tho shifts in occupational patterns caused by ;P/we8S aud 

its repercussions upon the economic structure and the social concepts of the various 
oounthes.” In Indian careful survey of the count i-y s “f a clear view of 
sooial structure of tho future must precede the educational planning wh ch is 
and indeed urgent. This careful planning will prevent the revolution 


if there is a large number of dejected, hopeless, hungry 


neoesssary 
which is inevitable 

**^*1?^ cannot dream, must we then despair ? “Why were the saints sints r” some- 
one asked. And the answer came, “Because they wore cheerful vHiea it ^js diffiedt to 
be cheerful, and patient when it was difficult to be paticnt 
they wanted to stand still, and kept silent they wanted 

most distinguished of British medical men syd the other 

• withdrawing of the mind at times from the bu&y-ness or life is a requisite 

torontj hyriene.* Well, in the qnietness of tUoughf, let os 'f 
S ^ilwphy o«n stand only on the sssnmpUon that the whole temple of 
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nitn’s iohievament mast ineWtibly be buried beneath the debris of a unlTme to 
miss. I beliere that man is not sarroanded only by infinite wrath and infinite des- 
pair. CSonntry, literature, art, the soienoes, philosphy, and religion all combine to 
make life sweet, eren though the thorns may cause one to bleed. There is, despite 
many indications of darkness and storm and the after->silenQe that is more frightful 
still, ample iustification for the faith that we are somethina more than remnants of 
a dream, and that we keep marching on to the light celestial. 

HaTS faith in yourselres and in your destiny. Greatness and goodness nerer 
die. Beiiere in your own thoughts and hopes and Ideals. Bay what you have to 
tty with all the skill and charm that you can command ; if there Is any worth in 
your thought your words will soon become the trumpet of a prophecy. Do what you 
can do with all your might Do not be afraid of making mistakes. He who never 
made a mistake never made anything. Have ambition. Above all remember that 
where there is no vision, the people perish. Who could have prophesied that the 
young Warwickshire lad, ill-educated apprentice to a butcher, would live to write 
poetry that not marble, nor the guilded monuments of princes can outlive, and 
create characters mofe familiar to us than our most intimate friends ? Who tiiat 
knew the young Prince Biddhartha, brought up in luxury, winning the love of meek 
Yasbodhara with whom he dwelt in a palace so stately and beautiful that in all the 
earth there was no place like unto it, where no whisper reached of aches and pain 
and sickness, and even the decaying rose and the dying leaves were hidden from sight, 
—who could have imagined that he would leave it all behind him, and choose to 
wander over the earth, clad in the garb the out-oasts wear.— and this because of the 
voice of sorrow that hurt him and the pity that moved him, searching ceaselessly 
the Light and the Law ? Or in the seventh century, a child of the tribe Koreish, 

n tt as a caravan conductor, only moderately educated, learning the habits and 
nguage of the Bedouins, accompanying Meccan traders to Syria and perhaps 
ligypti who could have known that on Mount Hira he would receive the revelation 
that made him God*s mouthpiece, and enabled him to enunciate the momentous 
doctrines of the unity of God and the future life ? But these and other tall ment 
sun-crowned, have all relied on themselves, have all had faith in themselves, have 
all spoken their latent conviction, have all contributed to the world what none but 
they could contribute. Had they allowed adverse circumstances to dishearten them ; 
had they yielded to the storm and the temoest ; had shame or neglect or abase 
deterred them from their path or dimmed the vision that inspired them— they ooold 
not have carved their names in the Temple of Fame. Remember Doctor Johnson 
teaching schoolboys, compiling his Dictionary, reporting parliamentary speeches; 
dweillng in squalor, with no passion for clean linen, his wig singed, his slippers 
torn, his breeches baggy, yet in a company that included the brilliant artist. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Burke, greatest of political philosophers. Goldsmith, the bur 
otherwise known as Boswell, Johnson occupied undisputed the first place. Remember 
Robert Burns, in tho dark hour of neglect making the attempt to win the peace of 
eternal oblivion, contemplating the living presence of death while still young, and 
yet singing deathless songs, tender without losiug strength, declaring his robust 
conviotiOQ that the honest man, though e*er sae poor, is king o’men for a’ that 
Remember, in our own country, Kalidasa stung to shame by the scorn of his learned 
spouse, devoting years of bard work, scorning delights, assiduously wooing the musM 
and growing to be a poet and dramatist for whom as for Homer seven cities contend 
as to being bis birth-place, but who is the priceless possession of the whole world. 
And remember Ghalib, imprisoned for the alleged crime of gambling, so homillated 
as to long for escape to Egypt, Persia. Baghdad ; in finanoial straits as a resnlt of 
the rising of 1857 ; his pension stopped ; yet writing verses that are at onoe the 
delight of the man^and a present worthy of Apollo. What could they have achieved 
without the burnlQi^conviction that great words, great thoughts, and great dee& 
cannot die but with the sun and moon renew their light for ever ? 

It may not be given to everyone to reach the heights ; many are called, but lew 
are choseu. No oue knows the elect are to be. Honest endeavour, the ezeroise of 
all one’s tMents, unremitting toil will carry one far, and if, as may happen, ^ture 
should be the end, the concsiousness^o! health not abased, intellect rightly employeA 
anf’ service faithfully attempted will be a source of comfort and solaoe. Audwhat 
oan one do more than try V You oannot be leaders all, but ypu ean be us^ to 
yotu' own humble spheres and have faith in those who are seleeted to lead you. 
Above ail, have faith in the country that gave you birth. We haft much to leacs, 
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It to tro*. Bat it to true also that our oiyUiaatloii and oaftaie are 
which we may legitimately bo proad. 

Onr Idteratnre, both In Banakrlt and the nnmerons modem langnagea. to fact and 
rich and wied. Whether we look to the Tedaa. the inspired wmn the aagea who 
IWed when the world was yonng and who sang hymns that rofsal so mnoh leeilng^ 
anoh appreoiatiott of the elemeotal foroes, and so mnoh wonder and delight ; whedier 
we tnml a lew oentariea forward and listen to the sonorona linee ef the Upanishada^ 
the oldest philosophical compositions of the world ; whether we trarel in the sealnm 
of gold and breathe the pure serone of Bharari and Xtondin, Bans and IfaghSi Bha- 
eabhnti and Kalidasa ; then whether we lose oarsel?es in ^e philoaophioal maaes of 
Kapito, Oontam. Jaimini, Shankars, Knmarila, and Yaohaspati ; tw whether we read 
the erer-fresh legends of the divine heroes of the Mahabherata and the fiaasayana ; 
in whataoever direction onr tastes may lead na, whether in tstronomy or mathematics, 
the fine aits or the useful arts, Sanskrit will answer onr highest ezpeotations and 
provide ns with some of the snblimest achievements of the noman inind. Nor are 
onr modern languages unworthy. Who oan remain unmoved by the songs of the 
Vatobnava lyrists or the more homely ntteranoes of the wandering minstr^ or listen 
without raptnre to the modern seer, the pride of Beni^ and of India, Babindranath 
!^oie ? &nkim Chandra ChatterjL Sarat C^tteniTsomesh Dntr, Miobael Madhn- 
andan Datt, Nobin Sen, Dwijendra Lai Boy, Atul Prasad Sen, Nasnu Islam are some 
of the other masters of Bengali whose works their grateful conutryasen wiU 

fiaknrto Vamaratnakar, In alt 

the religioua ^mna and 
i both By the Bengali and 

by Hindi*; the lovely* lyrics of ^vindadasa; some of the beat apaoimena of 
modem drama by Krishnadatta, Umapati. and narshaoath ; the writings of AmbikiM 
datta Vyas, Mohanlal Mahato, and aeveral other younger writers snob aa Dinkar, Of 
Hindi the treasure-honse is of ample proportions ; a large ^ 

Tdtoahidas, whose BamachQritmanaaa has been oompared to the BiWe In its inau- 
enoe on the daily life and bought of vast multitudes ; onrdss, whose SurMogar % 
veritiile epic, oharaoterised by remarkable insight into human nature m a ti^ 
wonderful gift of character paiotios ; Mira, whose impassion^ 
a saintly Sappho might have envied without being able to achieve them : writers on 
poettoi and rhetoric whose number can hardly be^ oomputed ; masters of herrto wo 
Bhushan ; and in modern times. Harishohtndra, M^ylr 


01 me outer masters ot isengaii wnose worn tneir gramiui 
willingly let die. In Bihar, we have Jyotlrishwar Ihsknr's 
probamfity, the earliest book in a North»Indian iangnsge : the 
the love poems of Yidyapati, a Maitbili poet who to claimed 1 



B^ng wfthool adorning ttj the deep thoiightfnlnew and origin^J^^ 
©SdSrDSiTreminisoent of theolv% 

in his int^eot the vast canvas on which Anees punts the dgdbless^ swry^i 
and makes it so hnman and so near to mens bnsinoss and bosoBM , me non 

of AUnn Shad of year own Azimabtd ; the spl^oor that to iqw , mto 


Lucknow and Sael of 
knowledge to apeak of . „ - ^ t 

the rich langnagea of the South, each one 
noble litera tu re, 

Apin oar «t ta.truly 


writer 


ss 

poet 


thatfiMcty is the feeling of 
drvada : the great Stnua of Borobudur— the greatOK 


of d biS^^p£n‘Siid nution, •» 

tM^pait, Oo angry warn ti^ on ^ ,1 ,]„ 
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S!^‘W&n^*F*«£S^rAi^ Owalwlththa 


498 


CONTOOAXION ADDBESSfiS 




. _ ] of pom and aerenitj on his ftoe, the benediction of hia ^ile, the 

Bi^ Soenes also in Gave I; the mother and obifd in Gave XYU, the flying 
AMavae, and the unmistakable figure of the lutanist Narada, fond of mirth and 
miaohiei— the entire group givink the impression of airiness ; and, finally the Toilet- 
Boene-4JI plotnrea made by retired monks, working in forest oaves surrounded by 
wild beasts tolling in the dark in spots where the rays of the sun hardly shine for 
more tiban one hour in An day, sleeping on stone benohes, spending their leisure 
brava In prayer and meditation— but all breathing .a spirit of love and delight and 
ideaaare, overloolgog nothing, depicting every side of life, from the grdat Buddha 
lirioging Wisdom, and the King surrounded by his Court to the beggar and the 
Otttoist and even the pedagogue thrashing the wayward pupil. The stupendous temples 
of Ae Booth and. the elfin beauty of Aoasagar and the gardens of Srinagar and 
last of ail the Tal, **0 song of joy transmuted into stone, rhythm and rest, motion 
and panse at one* —what noble heritage could we wish to have ? And we have 
greaf spirits still with us— Nandlal Bose, Chnghtai, Asit Haidar, Sarada Ukil, 
Ramarendranath Gupta, Rup Kishan, BIreshwar Sen, Xanu Desai, Eshitindra 
llidradar, Mnkul Dey, Dhopeshvarkar, Devi Prasad Roy Chaudhury, the Tagores, 
A. I). Thomas and several others. A, brilliant nineteenth oentnry writer, noted for 
his psndoxes and his wit, said that there is no such thing an national art; there are 
merely artists. But Indian art has a distinctive meaning. Jbere is such a thing as 
Indian Art The Indian artist, it has been said, is both priest and poet This is 
the eseential feature of onr oonntry’e art ; it suits our natioual genius best ; and it 
should iodioate the lines along whiek our art ahould develop in order that the 
traditloiis of tranquillity and harmony and idealism may be maintained ; it should 
not degenerate into those cubes and straight lines and smndges of paint whioh 
masquerade as the art of the futun. 

Onr mnsio too, despite much dlsoouragement, has never been mute nor lost its 
speeial uharacterlstlos. Professor Tovey, a disiihgnished authority, speaks of European 
mnaio prior to the fourteenth oentnry frankly as beyond our powers of appreciation. 
In onr oountry, however^ihe continuity is maintaiued. The Bama Yefla is a remark- 
able apeoimen of preservation unbroken of an almost pre-bistorio tradition, for 
Its hymns are recited today in the temple of Martanda in Kashmir and in the 
sohools of Gie South in the identical style of the Vedio singers of old. The enohanting 
straiiia of Krishna’s flute made the milk-maids forget themselves and their task in 
rapture. Afost royal courts in Kalidasa's dsy had a regular musioroom. 
Under the patronage of the Mnghal Emperors music flourished exceedingly : the 
Ain-e-Akbari mentions no fewer than thirty-six court musioians— singers, and players 
on mnsioal instruments, both Hindus and Mu8lims,<-for whether at Gwalior or 
Lucknow, Gpirat or Mriwa, musio knew no distinction uf race or creed. From this 
piovinoe Of Bihar, the Naoharis *Mn the Terhut language, composed by Yidyapati, 
on the violenoe of the passion of love,” found their way, according to Abul FazI, 
to Akhar’a Court. Then the religions reformers, Snrdas, Kabir, Nauak, Cbaitanya, 
Dadn, Bamdas, Tnkarami Ghandidas, gave a constant impetus to musio. The intimate 
oonnestion be^een musio and many of the other vital oonoems of man is constantly 
empfamAmd by our poets and musioians. An Indian raga, it has been weU observed, 
is M work of art in which the tune, the song, the picture the colours, the sesaen, the 
hour and the virtuee are blended together. 

Bat while aakinjg yep to be proud of Indian literature. Indian art, nod 
Indiaa mnrie, I dio not for a moment suggest that we have reached toe end 
of onr nehievements, that we are not capable of further experiment and innovation. 
Who can place a limit to onr aspirmUone ? 

who have watched the nsee to which eeientlfie knowledge has in 
.mes hsen pnt are feriing alarmed, and the smouldering distrust of It 
I ones more to the surface. The practical advantages for whi^ it is valnsd— 
flie ennvenicoee of a motor-car or a bus, the skill of the physician or the surgeon, 
plcd^ of the Inflnence of heredity, the meaning of dreams, antiseptic, fllm- 
, db tilHeii, contraceptive, televbdoo, radio oommunication, atream-lioed 
' bo-eoMBtibiring, air-ahip, and the many other momentoua eontribn- 
hbrnof isBea io the prowrvation, understanding and enriefament of hnman 
Id hHtabliflnnee when we recall the antomatio pistol, the dieU, the 
It mmn to be stiii on intelleotnal au-in-olL who allows 
Id he ainmA. One recalls the Btstemeni at Leonardo da Yinol that a 
i] ifSiiMl in no far ns It is matbematicaL Eddington, 



among philosophers, sssom as that tbs 
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ItamterUyUftfo soieiitist ^mast pcesamably hold the belief thet hie wife ie e 

>/eldMrMe differentiel ^natioo. He laye too that the aDi?ene ie a fe ^la 

fwd of a Supreme ICalhematioian ; for all Oie pioturee which eeii^noe now drawl 
of Qatar e and whieh a1one> seem oapable of aooordins; with obeerrational feet, are 
mathematical pioturee. All thie euMeete a purely material, a purely intellectual, 
a laboratoiT attithde. One etar, eaid St. Paul, differeth from another etar, and 
the man of eeienee ia the laat pereon to think of hk wwn work ae the one road 
leadinw to the liRht. Knowledge ie Ineihauatible and? we ean nerer know tXL 
Thie ebould encourage a mood not of deepair but rather of exaltation. There are 
alwaya fresh realms to e»>lore, new worlds to conquer, and the baths of all the 
western stars to discover. The conflict between science and fbith is in reality no 
conflict Eminent scientists speak of their own work as having been oonceivra in 
a stale akin to what the myatioe.oa11 ^ecstasy*. Einstein, speaking of Max Planck, 
says : *^The emotional ^ndition which renders possible such achievements is like 
that of the religious deyotee or the lover ; the daily striving is dictated by IW 

g rinciple or programmeC but arisei lHom an immediate personal need.** Similarly, 
ir Oliver Lodge speaks of insight as being possible through faith. And what is it 
that the scientist flnds, Cphether in moments of inspiration or through hours of 
weary toil ? What is Uie vision of the Troth as he sees it ? Spinoza said that a 
triangle, if only It had the power of speech, would say that the CM is 
eminently triangular, and a circle would say that Divine Nature is eminently 
circular. What does the scientist say ? Judging from the utterances of ue 
most thoughtful contemporary scientists one is gratified to discover that they 
join religion in holding up before humanity a transcendental ideal. Thqy do not 
consider scientific research to be merely a useful adjunct to the army, the 
factory, or the hospital. Ptolemy, the Alexandrine astronomer, said that if but a 
moment he gared up to the night’s starry domain of heaven, he stood no longer on 
earth : he touched the Creator, and his lively spirit drank immortality. Einstmn 
writes: “It is enough for me to contemplate the mystery of conscious life 
oerpetnating itself through all eternity— to rcffect upon tha marvellous struotare of 
Sa^niTewe which we can dinil; percei»e, and to tty hnmbljr to 
an iofinitaaimal part of the iDtelli«(8poe manifested lo nature. Sir J. A. T^aon 
says : “If we enquire into the beginning of what used to ^ calM Matter and 
Energy, what can we do but coho St. J^ns words *1® 
and the Mind was with God ; and the Mind was ; and 
not anything made.'* Science is on the right track ; already it has 
space l?y itself and time by itself are mere shadows ; already 
to the source of the pre-established harmony of the 

in no uncertain terms that the one Reality which f Mathematician 

Oia bdief that the Uuivejae^i. Va^a.^'-KX 

\ • . OhAnflrhf. ||||(| dOttC ItB bCSt, 



engenderi so much fii®ehood.' 'Profewi^^^^^^^ aa“«i;Be’'''for making 

impression that religion is to with^ dogma and subtle speonlative 

others unhappy. It la confused ^ g to stand for bigotry, fanaticisnh 

opinions. In our own country a*?od who abhors music, and a god 

intolerance, cant and formalism ; we have a _ _!al *i,a anrinfc in which we 
whom muaie alone can plej*"* 
write and the words , which 


ilism ; we have a gpu jviw ^ are 

ir-J* ^ “■ “ * 


whom muaie alone can pjeai 

a.!? i.“s. 


“You no sooner »P*'*,®*,®*A*“'*^?g?*thoBe*wh7*gi'ata*dn*ttieir aorsn^ pipes 
la flU with hrta.” Little do they r^iM, ‘how woo ^ 


eyas flU with Imte.'* UtUe oo ;*-'“'^htr"diMerTioe 

of wretohed. straw their lew jnd_aa8hy^ngj^_ ^ 


of wratohed straw their lean anu “"“J iora of earthly tmiigs for the sake 

toTV'wt loTd.rf prineiplaa.lofaof 


ea OOUnrOOATlOS ADDBE88EB IPAXtri^ 

iMInte betttty : oharity towards all, yes. wren towards those who injnre yon. HI 
«W|[^s ainree in telling ns that God intended man to ose and enjoy me world 

Memnaro hhadta ikaiam poBhyaii, EH Jiwantamanando naram oorsha 
Bkatada^f^ : Bejoloe ; even as the morning stars sing together. Bennnoiation, saok- 
etoth and ashes are not necessary. The Upanishsda say : ^Neither neglect yonr 
wordly welfare.*' . Religion helps to realise the nature of the sonl, of which the Gita 
says that it is not born, nor does it die, nor is it a thing that comes into being 
once, and, passing away, will never come into being again, it is unborn, anoienC 
aempiteriuu ; it is not slain with the slaying of the body. R.)ligion teaches ns to aspire 
to a oertain level of moral excellence ; it points to a certain level of oondnot below 
which we dread to fall. It sweetens to-day and fills oor days with fragranoe. All 
the quiet of thought and all the passion of dream nnite to bring to ns the conviction 
that we oannot stir a flower without troubling of a star. Both the measorable and 
mortal and the imhieasarable and immortal parts of life are nourished by religion. 

Yon, to whom these words are addressed, are in the springtide of life. Yon have 
the idealism of youth, its generous impnises. Its freedom from snspibit.n, its oapaoity 
for service. You have the will to remonld the world. Yon have frequently been advised, 
I believe, to "live labonrions days.** Disciplined life, strenuous life, arduous life— these, 
I believe, have often been held np as your ideal. The message I wish to leave behind 
is that of the Joyous Life. 

Fartriotiam takes us out of the narrow groove of self ; art that nurses the nncon* 

S erahle hope ; philosophy that makes one see all creatures in oneself and oneself in 
creatures ; literature that enlarges our interests and extends our sympathies and 
removes all oknien of time and space and concerns itself with what has been and 
may be again ; music untwisting alt the chains that tie the hidden soul of harmony : 
soienoe that sets no limits to its achievements ; religion that brings the glory of all 
glories— are all the needful preludes of the drama in which men nicy a part— all add 
to man*s stature and keep him ereot and elevate him, and male him approximate 
nearer to the True, the Good, and the Beautlfal. 

It should not have been necessary for me to speak at such length on these twice- 
told themes to you who have for a few years stood upon equal ground, where there 
was disdnotion to be achieved by all who were capable, where you have been seekers 
after knowledge, part of a corporation formed, "for the spiritoal advantage of mem- 
bers.*’ But it is not possible in the modem age for even University men to dwell 
exclusively in the studious cloister’s pale. The sound of rancour and strife disturbs the 
harmony of your life, even within the sheltered walls of your Colleges, But yet be 
thankful for . the time thus spent Who can estimate the value of the 

ateosphere, the aroma that clings round hallowed traditions, the pride of member- 
idiip of a place where the giants of a bygone generation lived 

anaiamved, the benches on which they sat, the trees under which they rested, the 
playgrounds on which they displayed their skill and strength, the halls that echoed 
wiui their oratorical periods, the schools where they won their hard-earned academic 
hntels ? Here too ybu learn to carve out your own future in the light of the know- 
ledge and wisdom you have acquired. What you greatly think you nobly dare. Bo 
proud of your College and yonr Univernty and grateful for that gracious Influence 
which Is forever a part of your character. It has made your life richer and fuller ; 
it has fired yonr Imaginaiioa and vivified the' faith that is in you. It expects that, 
as fm as in you lies, you will be pure and clean, that you will use the light of 
laamlag to uplift and help those who need to be taken oat of the darkness of 
iiiieraaee. AhM of you may be days that will call for the highest endeavoufs, 
the noblest aervioeo, the greatest ssorifioes of which yon may be capable. Be 
worthy of die future. Isoe it with courage, with sest, in a spirit of adveiitnre. 
and ima the tiine oeam for you to Isave uie aoenoe of your labours^ may it be 
esM el yiii» Indiaa Hsnonr kee^ her ohooen shrine r 
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IVImd my old friend most indiscreetly, I mean the Vioe-Chanoellor, asked me to 
deiiyer the ConTooatioo Address on . this oooBsioD. 1 thought that he was stretohing 
bis friendship a little too far (laughter) because it is usual to have learned gentlemen 
who haye earned and not borrowed their robes like me (laughter) to come prepared 
with long speeches well printed and nicely bound and stand up to read those 
time-honoured pages of advioe to young men going out into the world. I not being 
in the teobnioal sense of the word even educated only speak as nature prompts 
me to the utter confusion of the poor journalists, who get nervous breakdown every 
time I speak. I propose to be unconventional to-day and not give good advice to 
young men or women. I propose to say a few words to those of you for whom 
to-day is a day both of liberation and of bondage— liberation from the eye of your 
masters, from . your Pro-Chancellor or Vico-Chancellor, the principals of all the 
Oolleges and every nnoorafo^'^bie gentlemen with authority to take you to task on 
every possible and impossible occasion, and it is a day of bondage for you because it 
is the beginning of your responsibility. 

.. Myofd friend, the great and famous poet, Yeats, called a book of his Reaponai^ 
bilitiea. I asked him why he had called his book of pooms Reaponaibilitiea. Kes- 

g msibilities seem to be so far removed from tho poet’s usual temperament and life. 

e said : *Do yon not remember what Leonardo da Vinci said, 4n dreams begin our 
respouaibility,’ and you. who through all these student years have dreamed aud soon 
the vision of the mture— who to-day have been authorised, have received sauotion to 
enter npon the threshold of your dreams, you dreamers, you have entered upon your 
responsibilities. For now yon must bear testitnooy to the sincerity of the long period 
of dreaming and prove the worth of your youth, your abilities, your ambition, your 
dedioation to the great issues involved. . , .n, „ 

1 am naturally and sufficiently interested in Medical College. I have been a 
patient all my life and have had to consult doctors. I have for myself three or four 
dootora in my family, a husband, a son, a brother-in-law and if 1 will have, a grand- 
son also possibly. 1 ask you, tne medical men, the^ physicians, the surgeous, the 
healers and restorers of health, and hope of humanity, have you realised, us I am 
bound to realise after going down the length and breadth 'of this country, tho wastage 
of, human life for lack of organised mpdioal help in i those remote villages, w lions men 
with degrees and gowns do not like to go, but where death and disease are as cem- 
mon ai^n the largest cities ? Have you realised the suffering of the little eliildreu 
with their di8eas<» , eating into the vitals of their childhood and making tliem un it 
for the eervioe of the country ? To you, therefore, belongs the great mipion not only 
to r^eem the sick bodies from pain, but also to prevent the wastage of life, happen- 

are tokfne’^your teachiag degree, degree in education, bueholora 
ia edneation, are going to bo tW souiptors of destiny. Are you goiog to tako ‘hat 
naUeable and pliAe material of the mind and spirit and life of little ouildren, ermte 
MrfmoSdtt °Z Si”imageof truth, of courage, of sactilice. and of renauciatioa 
a^ ihiwe the freedom OT just put into thorn those worn-out ooDVontioo^ moulds a 

Sf, try'** wiS SoThttemW^* o'r S 
whfS the ‘’Yo'uTre*'*g'’oiS^ to 

ioio a IndianVi ‘•‘f. anTTom^'ot t? or^ .i^agr'^ ** 


Tafinn ftf ftli OUr DOnUage— IBftr Wl uuvu, twa va .w... 

of reform, fear of progress, fear ^fver’^^kLw^^Theref^^^^^ the 

yiSJ&y museum of our memories. To-morrow is our destiny 

and the destiny of onr ohildren. in RniHnca— onlv this morning I 

^ ,00,/who have i“ienur Uitfts. It made ®me 

wdkad nvirf the bloeke .^here underetood that soieaoe ia not a 

humanity, 
on in the 
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DqMrtmeiit I aaw the tWIy thiofp of life being prepered, being reBned, going from 
stage to stage of bettermeot aoqaired ia year laboratories thereby giving broadcast 
lor the better daily services of oar people. Vitamins were being analysed. Everybody’s 
need was being oatered for. 

And this university is oai:^ 12 years old— passed the half-ticket class in 
railways— and yet because of its spirit of yoath it has marked out for itself new 
moulds of ednoational progress not grown rhenmatio with golden jnbilees, is yet in 
able health, foil of^life, very energetic, very i^Ie, very eager to go forward. And if 
Government which* has sometimes oeen praised faintly, often been blamed vigorously 
in the Vice-Ghanoellor’s speech, has not immediately conceded all those standard 
demands that yon make upon it, I do not think it is a matter of great discourage- 
ment Government have been such, even the Governinpnts that I helped to make. 
What is the use of a Government unless you oan abas** it ? Yon go on making 
your demands, your demands will fnlflll' themselves, because the very intensity of a 
desire brings creative force to fnlfill those desires. Yonr Natural Science College wili 
be here before yon know that you have started making the demand. Your Technology 
courses that yon want will fulfil thentpelves. Money will come from all sources, 
though, of course, a man like your Pro-Ohancellor is not born twioo in one 
generation, and certainly not in the same province. Let ns hope that his saperb 
example will enoonrage every man though not so gifted in learning, in generosity, of 
neighbouring provinces. I will not call it acts of generosity on the part of any 
individual ^o gives gifts to seats of learning. 1 believe that it is no more than a 
life-long duty that humanity owes to seats of learning. 

It is siud that Universities are luxuries. It is not definitely said so but the 
feeling is like that I want very much to impress upon you and on all outside this 
panda! that seats of learning are the sanctnaries of our life. The seats of learning 
shonld be to ns in this day of oar struggle the very fountain source from which 
we draw inspiration, manifold and oo-ordinated to the service of progress, whether 
intellectnal, economic, political or spiritnal. Therefore let no man among yon decry 
that the University is imperfect. You have ideals. But for the ideals of a handful 
of men of the last generation, men who loved the soil of Andhradesa, men in whose 
bones and blood were all the great memories of King Krishnadevarays, bat for all 
the poets whose songs are the springs of the culture of Andhradesa—this University 
will not be celebrating its twelfth anniversary. 

When dreams are not mere idle day-dreaming, when dreams are in form with the 
creative faculty of faith and passion, then dreams can take shape, colour and sound. 
Men dream that the genius of the Andhra people shonld find its own particulsr and 
special expression. Each raoe, each country, has its own particular thing to offer, 
tnat makes the music and harmony of its national oharacteristics. Every country 
has one key-note. 

You of the Andhra country have, as I can see, as I oan apprise, from the contrl- 
bntion that the Andhra country made when the call came for sacrifice in the 
national cause, that great quality of devotion. The Maharashtra is a virile race. 
The Dravidadesa has intellectual agnosticism, intellectual doubt and analysis. 
Ohaitsoya ot Bengal was full of mysticism, full of devotion ; full of ecstaoy was that 
land of Bamakrishna on the banka of the Ganges. The genius of the Pnnjab is 
'’long live my danda.” They make the oontribntion of conrage to the country. They 
are men who know bow to die when the order oomes to them to die. 

Yon have something of the mystio qnality of Bengal, no doubt, but with it yon 
have also something more praotioai than my ancestral* home possessed in its soil. 
Yon are a compromise between the Dravidadesa and the Vangadesa. So yon have 
the faonlty of drelkiing and the faculty of doing. So the two faonlties become 
synonymons in yonr case. Don’t dream and say ^My neighbonring province will do”. 

It will undo what you dream. If yon dream, and year dream is so trne that it oao 
not help fnlfilling itself, yf'nr will will make this province a thing definitely 
beaatifnh 

The genfoe of India has been the genins that places the scholar above the in- 
signia of royalty. Wars, generals, ana battles will go with the tradition of blood- 
shed into the limbo of forgotten things. But men who shape the thooght of the 
world, who take the knowledge of soienoe to the ends of life ; men who* take the 
knowledge of healing and restoring to the suffering and bring those who sit in dsrk- 
nees into tha light of learning amf education ; men who take the poverty of the 
piople and by Uieir knowledge eoriok the soil of the Motherland nringiog harvest 
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from genention to generatioa-these are the men that the world remember. 
™"5 •« tbe men that I. demand you shall become. ««ie«vor. 

JUtoresMng the lady gradutos, Mrs. SaroiinI Naidu said 

ff* ®“'te8..in>t begging for education, not bagging (or 

V To-day the responsibility of the woman is Tory great and 

SS” ooneoiousness from which they 

y everywhere of the oonferenees women are holding. In Delhi 
«™ir!u . 2^ pecember women- representatives ot every State, from the villages, 
from the riohest to the poorest m the land, wi-i gather. They do not gathwM 
suppliants' asking- for tovour, but they do oome to ask for their rights, file other 
8peeoh_made by the Princess Niloufar of Hyderabad presiding over 
5 .ii*1k t ® Mark the resolution that the women of the so- 

®*OK»wJMyierabad. State passed. What did they want ? Economic indepen- 
oenoe ; tta right to serve in every capacity within the State ; that the industries of 

mfsiriSsTtoat grwt®----”- promoters, protectors and 


— — — of Sw&doshl* 

T ri- whatever oonllict might be raging between communities, the women of 

inaia wiU stand united as peace-makers. Storms may rage and when they abate, the 
Jtgbthoose^stands shedding its light. This is the mission of womanhood, whether 
women take^ diplomas or ream fi'om life. I charge you to bo pioneers of thalr great 
oc nationai’ unity. Provincial jealousies are ievi table in tho straggle for power 
and deep communal mistrust is inevitable. But it is your duty as peace-makers, 
preservers of life and civilisation, to so order your homes and the minds of your 
little childreu that these dreadful age-long feuds cease because you have kindled 
so great a flame that what is evil must die and what is good must live and yonr 
bands shall pour out tho living waters of fellowship between community and commu- 
nity. I am one of those dreamers whose dreams come true in their own life-time. 
If your dream is sincere, that dream will realise itself before yonr eyes. 

We read every day about the breaking up of civilisatrou. The nations to which 
we looked for inspirations have not only lost inspiration but humanity. Wq see in 
the twentieth century that terrible example of power being used for brutish purposes 
and for crashing weaker peoples. We see how the lust for power is immune to 
the cry of those who say ^we depended upon year honour and friendship and 
culture, but yon have betrayed us.’ 

What is the lesson that you and I have to learn of this breakdown of civilisation 
In Europe ? Are we going to t read the same pat h in India ? Are the stronger 
oommunities going to crush the minorities ? Are we to claim that because we are 

educated and twice born, we are the masters and lords of India's destiny ? Is that 

going to be our programme ? Our knowledge and inspiration should not ^ be for 
destrnotion of the world but should be a gift of creation, redemption, salvation and 
proteotioQ. For that we roust stand united. So long as we in India remain dis- 
united, Andhradesa and this University will have no place in the bigger life of this 

world. Be true apostles of that great^ospel that we do not live for ourselves. We 
cannot afford merely to be Indians. We cannot afford to have a narrow dofinition 
of Swadeshi. My definition of Swadeshi, of patriotism, of nationalism— all these 
words that are so glibly used by men and women, in season and out of season 
have an unoonventiooaf meaning. My definition of Swadeshi is that 1 shall make on 
behalf of my people a contribution to the intellectual treasure, and of all knowl^ge 
that comes from the four quarters of the earth. In accordance with India a tradition 
knowledgo shall bo universal, not merely of a race with geographical bonod^W.-or 
tongnes, but a synthesis of human experience, knowledge procured after long 
oenfnriw of human travail and toil. Whether my knowledge springs from the soil 
of this Mathru Bhumi or elsewhere, my knowledge becomes cultnre, culture be- 
comes life, and life becomes service. ... ,, , .... n -> < 

IIThat Yb patrioMsm ? What is that evil thiog called patriotism 7 In the name of 

K triotlam oiHlisation Is buried. “My country must have power," ‘My country mast 
iveoolonies” “Mv conntry must shift its frontiers. Therefore what matters it, 
ahoSld othero die Is this' patriotism ? Patriotism In the phriwe of Sli^espeare is 
•to. MrioM state" of a country. That kind of patriotism is not enpngh-what we 
i^t^'ftat w rtall make our country a nnit of the great internaUonal issues of 
Bto Iherofore we cannot be narrow-minded in onr nationalism. Our patriotism, shall 
ho no mare tSm the Vrow channel through which wo paw on to the i^p of ^r- 
fellowsbip. Out nationalism shall be no more than the tompoiary phiso of onr 

61 
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•oiivities Uiit tries to oonsolldate, tbat tries to oo-ordiimte, tliat tries to aohim the 
great liberatioa of « nnited people, not for 'the purpose of gloating over a national 
victor j bat in anity and pride saying that now we are fit and eonal to take oar part 
in the great international fellowship lor the peace of the world. This is nv message to 
yon, yooiig graduates, the messi^e of jreoonstraotion, of international fellowship and 
servim to Bumaaity without disorimlnatioa of caste, colour, creed or kind. This is 
the destiny of youth, whether fa the Andhradesa, in Soviet Russia. England, 
fioandinavia, under Mussolini or Hitler. Youth is youth and it oan be served when 
it is content to sorve the world. 


The Muslim University Convocation 

The following are extracts from the address delivered by The Hon*bIe Nawab 
Minta Yar Jung Bahadur {Mir Bamiullah Beg) at tfao annua) Convocation of the 
Mneiim University, Aligarh, held on the 3rd. December 1938 

The whole subject of the Eduoatfonal system prevailing in India is as if it 
were in the melting pot, and of aii the forces which are going to mould its 
future shape, the force of the question of the medium of instruotion strikes 
me as one of the strongest ones. As time goes on, new aspects of this question 
present themselves which simply add to its importance ; and lest my omission 
to mention them may be construed as minimizing their value, I thought it proper 
to give first position to this question of first importance in my address to-day. As 
yon know, the most distinctive feature of the Osmania University with which I 
have been so closely associated is that instrnotion in every branch of knowledge 
—arts, law, science, medicine, mathematics etc.,— is imparted through Urdu, English 
being a oompnlsory second language. All the same, this does not affect its 
determination to keep the standard of knowledge as high as may be found in 
any University of British India. The question of the medmm of instmotion is 
however no longer a question only for the Osmania University. It Is an All India 
question now and has acquired the position of a pivot on which ioms the whole 
picgiamme of our national eduoation in the future. 

Aa yon know, sooner or later India must have a Federation in one form or 
another consisting of autonomous units. If so, to transact the bosiness of Federation 
and to carry its voice to millions of those whose votes will eventually be 
determining its policy from day to day, a language which may be common to ail 
the units of Federation moat be decided upon now. The language of Federation 
cannot go on changing from province to province. To unify so many provinces 
and states into a Federation, a common platform most be created and for such a 
platform, a oommon languagp is a necessary condition. For this purpose is it 
neoessary to travel beyond India ? Firstly it is not practical to make, within a 
leiaonable distance of time, a laognsM like English the lingua franca for a popula- 
tion about whom it is said that it wul swell into forty one crores of souls by the 
census of 1941. Secondly it is a question of nstional prestige and hononr. A 
nation can never rise to Its fnll height withont a national langnage. How long oan 
it bear the humiliation of being looked down as a oonntry which possesses no 
language that oan bear the weight either of University Ednci^on er of tiansaoliiig 
its own government bosinees. How degenerating is the effect on the growth of 
i^onsl life by thinking and doing everything in the langnam of another oonntry. 
Luignago is after all the vehiole of thoughts. The national thoughts snd traditions 
ofjagUuid are aepkrated from those of India by a distance of five thousand 
adless How oan the English langnage keep alive those Indian thoughts and 
tiaditioDB which oonstituto our culture and which are part of our national horitage ? 
Sooh an object oan be served only by a Jangnage of our own people. 1 felt 

liundliated when once a Japanese on board ship who had no idea ox the aor- 
xoandingi and cironmstaoceB under which we received onr education, exprosod 
his aurpriae to me on seeiog that even amongst oorselveL we talked oftoner 
in Eng&ah than in oox own mother tongue. A sensitive Lidia will never reaufai 
a^dafled with this humiliating position, Bwitserland is divided Into aaveral 

eanloBS or provinoes in each of which a different iasanage is nsually spoken 
aoettxding to its prozimltj to other oonntries snoh as ftanoe, Italy or aensany, 
yet Itdld not have to travel beyend iti boundirieB to find a oommon langusga 
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in^uotioa te m m«oiiiio problem. -It tiie idoptioii of aa Indiaa laDgoage as the 
mediom of loetraotion rah eaTO the tline and labour of even one yew out of the 
pen<^ e^ool md rallegiate edueation In the life of a student, then 

imagine toM value of the additional earning of drores of people In one year 
on aoraut of ttie raving of human energy and time. These are the das^ of 
oompetition. 1 bdiove one of the secrets of our- snooess will be to economise all 
round in our time and energy either in ihi field of eduoation through easier 
methods of impaning knowledge or in the field of Industry through maohines. 
Then mark the difference between tl^e prices of books written In a language like 
Hindustani and of those written In English. All this means an enormous saving 
to the oonntiy and placing eo many faeilities in the way of those poor students whose 
education IS handicapped for want of ability to purchase expensive books. Fourthly 
much of the Indian intellect which could flow towards authorship is at present lying 
dormant To adopt an Indian language as the medium of instruction will be.a great 
inoennve to the intellectual class to write books which they oahnot so easily do in 
a toreign language. The controversy about the medium of Instruotien is as old as 
1830, and arose between Anglicists and Orientaliste, soon .after Lord Macaulay 
wrote his famous minute on the Educational policy of India and made English the 
chief medium of instrnotion. Treveleyan In his ^^Ednoation in India" writes that as 
a result of this polioythe demand for English books in those days rose so high 
that 'Upwards of 31^000 English books were sold by the School Book Society in the 
course of two years while the Eduoation Gommittoe did not dispose of Arabic and 
Sanskrit volnmes enough in three years to pay the expense of keeping them for two 
months, to ray nothing of printing expenses." Since then, mnoh water has flowed 
under the bridges but i believe that the position of books written in vernaculars 
baa not mnoh improved. If Indian authors and thinkers attempt to write in English, 
in the majority of oases, the language is so poor that It is not readable. If they 
write In the vernacular, there Is no demand for the medium of instruction of the 
intellectual class having been In English, they have not sufficient interest left for 
vernaculars. How long can this state of affairs be allowed to continue ? I think 
that the sum total of the moral and eocnomio forces working to-day behind the 
question of the adoption of a common Indian language for a federated India is too 
strong to be reMstea now. 

It being estaUlshed that a langnage bom in India alone deeerves the position of 
a common langnage in India, thsie remains the question of eeleotion. In this com- 
petition between Indian dialects, I think Hindnptani has a strong case on Its merits. 
Before I proceed further, £ must make dear what 1 mean by the words 
^Hindnstanr, *Urdn’ and 'Hindi’ about which so mnoh eontroversy is goinjg on. As 
a resnlt of a eompaet between MusUms and flindns, them was gradpalg ton in 
this country more than lour centuries ago a lang^ ealM Hindnstom whmh dm 
most libe^v npon all the langnages men spoken or known In India— Sanskrit, 
Bhraa,™^r^^ic el? BoUi %l in tbe^North and the Deoean in Ihe Sonth 
claim it as their child. In any case, it found a congenial climate at Delhi where 
every Indian community was represented in the JQng’s Court and army and 
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of Foniia and oc^ mb. to ptedoiwnte in Utdn while tliM of Sanskrit 
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In thnt nf HlndL Yow wUl tollO iOO that thS TttT OSBM Of Itt Uftb WSI a dflSlfO tO 
SLSSriaiSVtoTdr E^an ta^ if wa rit dowa to lom • «omi.^ 
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TioM M one of tlio oj^iontl seeond InnicanKes in the TJnifenity Ednention, the 
oflleinl bloe from the Director of Pablie lastritction down to the Inepeotor of 
Schools opposed it on the ground thet my profiOoe hsd no mother-tongue, that 
there was such a great divergenoe in the different dialects spoken in different dis- 
tricts, that DO one language could be designed as the language of the prorinee. 
When I said in reply that the differences between the English (3 Wales and that of 
London wouid be no ground for Oxford & Cambridge Universities to hold that English 
was not the language ot England, I found myself crying in the wilderness. To-day it is 
no longer a question of the U. P. Cabinet sitting to evolve a scheme for making 
Hindustani the chief medium of instruction in U. P. Schools, but the Hon’ble Mr. 
Bajagopalaohariar, the Premier of Madras, ia preaohing that filodu8tani--the admitted 
language of Northern India— would best serve the purnoses of a common language 
even for the people of Southern India. Look at Wardoa espousing the oanse of the 
language of Delhi and Lncknow and members of the Bombay Legislative Council 
asking for permission to move rhsolutions in Hindustani. In this matter Mahatma 
Gandhi is justly entitled to our gratitude. However, it does not mean that we 
should necessarily have a Hindustani savonring of Persian and Arabic. I am think- 
ing of a Hindustani formed by the force of oiroumstances existing in India today. 
Every language in this world is daily undergoing a process or change and evolution, 
however imperceptible it may be. A language is not born in a day. It is the net 
result of social and political conditions prevailing in a country which goes on 
changing. Just as the form and appearance of a grown-up man become for ail 
practioai purposes, different from what they were in his childhood, so does a language 
change its form with its growth. Old English is unintelligible to the present generation 
ot Englishmen. Present-day Persian is different from the ancient form. Deocani 
TTrdu of a hundred years ago is different from the present Urdu. Even Delhi Urdu 
is slightly different from its neighbouring Lucknow Urdu. The outward form of a 
spoken language will ever differ from society to society, and much more so from 
province to province. To express the idea of **ooming’^’, the etiquette and culture of 
one society may permit the use of Hashrif whereas another society may find it 
simpler to express the same idea with the word ^ana*. These oonsiaerations should 
not deter us as Indians from accepting Hindustani as a foundation on which to build 
a common language. It may be that the HindnsUini spoken hundred years hence may 
gr^ually assume a garb fitting in closely with the then body politic of India. For 
these reasons, I believe that for the purposes of a common language in India, 
Hindustani has a stronger case on its merits than any other current Indian dialect. 

If for the purposes of Federation, a common language for India is indispensable 
and the case of Hindustani is strong enough on merits as sboWn above, then it seems 
to me that as far as this University is concerned, it should immediately make Urdu 
its medium of instruction especially when it happens to be the mother tongue of this 
^evince. Those who would wait till it grows richer are sadly mistaken and argue in 
a circle. It will remain poor as long as the Universities make no use of it in teaoh- 
ing all branches of knowledge. As ^own above, a century has passed away without 
any appreciable advance of vernaculars because our Universities did not recognize 
them. On the other band, the results of the experiment tried at Hyderabad have 
been very enoouragiog. Twenty years ago when Mr. N. A. Hydarl^ now The Rt. 
Hon’ble Sir Akber Hydari, attempted to make Urdu as the chief medium of instruc- 
tion in the Osmania University, people were found who entertained doubts as to the 
feasibility of the scheme. Evoi Sir Boss Masood, the then Director of Publio 
Instruotion of Hyderabad State had his own doubts in the beginning, but had to 
change his views later on. The experience of the last 20 years has proved its success 
beyond the expeotatioms of even those who started it The Osmania University was 
born wi^ an Urdu spoon in its mouth. It has been fed and nourished with this 
spoon till it has now reached the aga of 20 years. This language agreed wonderfully 
well with its constitution and growth. To-day its degrees stand recognized by 
Chtford, Cambridge and London Universities. Members of the Medioal Board of 
England personaDy tested the effioienqy of the instruction in medicine imparted 
throogh Urdu and were so satisfied that they recommended its reoognitioo. Dr. 
Cecil Wakely is one of the most eminent dootors and authors of England whose 
works in the science of medicine are, I am told, prescribed for the exan^inatlon of 
University degrees in Medical Colleges England. He remarked that it was a move 
in the »ght direction and Ml of great potentialities for the future. Other great 
BmontMs and Eduoattonfsts not only of ttirope' but of Amerioa have visited it and 
put the hail mark of their approbatm ob its suooess. If our professor of Zoolozy 
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?uinr' "'L in^ted by the President of the intemntionel 

Wttogioal Oopgress of the world held at Lisbon in 1935 and his research wo£ 

our professor 
^ ^ ^ 1938 and 

UWTereity Oonvmtion Addreira. lemark^^ that •^Osmania Univmity bids fair to 
i? f “*?^ **‘ perhaps, people antioipate, one of the great 
2?5!L? country. ^ He proceeded to say that the 

Oa^nia Uni^rsity had added a new note of vomrebsiTe grandeur to our system 
of Unlveisity ^noation in which not merely Hydemad bat the entire country could 
icttitimately pride/* Our gradnatM are free from that inferiority complex which 
follows Iwning everything in a foreign language. Having served bog as a Dean of 
the Faulty of Law in this IJnivorsitj and acted as an examiner of LLB. students 
Mtn of the Osmania and Allahabad Uaiversities, 1 poaaeas sufficient knowledge as to 
the oompmabve merits of both, and cah state with confidence that as far as the 
grasp of legal principles and the training of the legal mind is concerned, the former 
inferior to the latter, It should be borne in mind that the ourrioulum 
of both 18 almost the same, the only difference being that the former are saved from 
the mental -Strain oaused by orammiog a foreign language and possess the faoility of 
expressing their ideas more easily in their mother tongue. The 8ab*Gommittefi 
appointed^ by the Agra University to advice its Executive Uounoil on the point is, 
in my opinion, not right in saying that Hindustani cannot immediately be adopts as 
the medium of instrnotion in Law. The example of Osmania University 
disproves it, In this matter, 1 agree with Prof. A. P. Dube, head of fhe 
Law Department of the Allahabad T3niver8ity who, i believe, holds a contrary 
opinion. I understand the Government of the United Provinces has already 
got an authorized translation into Urfiu of every Legislative enactment 

in force in that Province. The Osmania UniversUy has translated all law books 

e resoribed for L. L. B. Examination into Urdu. A graduate in law of the Osmania 
University who has read his jurisprudence, law of torts or contract etc, through 
tranhlations in Urdu may not probably show as much command over the legal 

f brsseology of English language as a graduate-in-law of the Agra University, but 
think that mentally the former is in no way inferior, if not superior, to the latter. 
This reminds me of the saroastie remarks which an English paper once made on 
some gross grammatical mistakes In punotuation etc. which M. Glemenceau— the 
late ex-President of France-made in his English oompoaition. If I can create 
the brains of M. Clemenoeau in my Indian students, 1 do not mind even ^ if they 
make misitakeB grosser than those of which this French Statesman was* said to be 
guilty. It is a question of balance of advantage only. We should look to real worth 
and merits. In the case of the Osmania University the Eftaunch pessimists of yester- 
day are strong optimists of to-day, and I believe that if you adopt the same 
system of instruction, your strong pessimists of to-day will beoome stauuoh optiwsts 
of to-morrow. I should not be surprised if even the Senate of the Allahabsd Uni- 
versity whi^ at one time ridiculed my resolution on the question of making Hindu- 
stani as one of the optional sobjeots may , bo by cireiunstaaoM to n^e it a 

medium of instruction. It is only a question ef time. Even as light follows the 
sun. so would the status and position of the mother tongue of a people follow a 
Qoverument by the people who have full control over their educations policy, ^In 
this Province, the fonnemrs of M. A. O, A.lig8rh wIS 

the idea of a pedple’s University organized and run mainly ^ ! 

be in the fitness of things if their successors should be the first to set the ball 
rolline by making Urdu as the medium of University Education. 

A university nas three main function to perform— to preserve knowl^ge, *0 
to DMserlS finowleSS^ and at last to use^t accumnU^ stow of knowledge 
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to Ui mploftt to )«dte lor himMK m to Ibe norltt of the ttiideni Ihio mtj be 
•MUher iimmei bat If ehowi wbet ?eliie imm .Uoifertitiee ellaeh to doKiee en* 
fldiiilkMii. fliowefer the bnlldieg of e mee^e ehereeter reneine the mein lenotioD of 
a Uaifenito. to the iateieite of ehereeter beikliog elooe of neoUed I wMi thel 
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nenteUty ia oor boys. In Islamio litentore« there is mnoh ineteriel to form oharaoter. 
Itot in a oreatnre who is formed by indtatioa and who moulds himsell aooording to 

of 

of traditions Ind sayings of oor Prophet and incidents of his daily life 
whien hare a direct bearing on the formation of oharaoter. There is a wide field 
for aeleotloD. A complete code of morals can be made. The Unitersity is mnslim 
asd Itimio eultnre can be made the basis of the ohaxacter of Mnslim students. 

points of charaoter are common to all reli|^ons. On those good points, we oan 
all be oemented together. Beligton is a ready msde philosophy of man for all praotioal 
pofpeoes. Apart fiom faith, religion is a greater Ifring force which oan be Utilized 
nsr the good of humanity. In giving religions to humanity the East stands first In 
the doBisin of religion, the West stands bowing before the last Therefore in attempt- 
tog Id fmrm eharaoter through religiout we ere simply tme to oor own East Aooor- 
mg to old Umnio practice the adnoatimi of a MnNim boy oommenoed with teaching 
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Ig^, It to life that makes oharaoter. A islidooa and aoiritnal life wni *■ - 

tooths foia^on of oharaotsr. If. in Oamlutid^ TJniTsraity, attandanos at 
sn^and^ reding ^ a few Teresa, from ^ BiUe In the DiStogW^a^ 
'y“i ****? oonaiderad neoai^y for the fern&on of tim 
"fe^Jjpter of ita^^fedenta. I do not aaa any reason why the saying of daily prarara 
w attendanoe at ITnday aermpna aho^ not be anfero^ as atA)t& tor HoslL^Snt 

«« “““» Protosaora ahonld be 
Mmil arljy tnnad, otherwiM they will nerer ouiy conrtotiooa to their pnpito and the 
SM^e atmmphm wi|l new to religions or spiritaaL It should be a matter of 
UnlWBi^ polioy to whwh ^ should oonform. Those who do not belisTe In it asay 
to allowto to Imre Muslim nniTersife and Bud soma other oongenial plaoe. Snob 
will, 1 toUeve, not only haye the most salutary eSeot on the formation of the 
obarMter of ow stadento tot alra enhance the prestige and reputation of the ITniTer- 
nty to which Hnslims of the beat class will to attracted. For dally and Friday 
aennona preaohen of the right type will have to to employed. Sermons should to in 
a language which ou be unttorstobd by the andlence. BTon prayers in Arable witiiont 
knowing thur saeaning will hare no effect on the tormatioa of onaraoter. FVom thrt 
pmnt of TW, onr teachers should be broadoinded enough. I hanpa n^iii to loin a 
ptostlan Oolfege la the Intermediate Qass. I had to attend sermons on the fiibto tor 
JC*..****” College regulations. Bee. Mr. Mansel, the Principal of 

toe College would take up some sobieot relatiog to general morals or mles of baman 
oondoot and oarry hia teaobioga to the very heart of his listenera. 1 most admit that 
aome of hia eloquent sermons left lasting impressions on my mind without shaUng 
belief in Islam. A liberal-minded man he dealt with the subject in a most iiberd 
npirit. Mis' object was to make men of his students and not to convert thm. I 
believe every religion has got sufficient material to form character on some common 
ba^ If the ohief function of a University is to make men, then, devoting half an 
hour every day in the Muslim University for forming the character of its students 
through lectures and sermons is not muon. 1 do not suggest that no facilities for 
religioas education exist in the Muslim University. Perhaps we have only to tighten 
the arrangements that do exist These lectures and sermons may inolucle not only 
religions feaohing, but may cover a wide field of knowledge. Buprose we want to 
devAop a spirit of religious toleration amongst the students of the Muslim University. 
The whole history of great Muslim Balers can be called to our aid. The Muslim 
conqueror of Phlestine never touched sauctuaries of the Jews and hesitated eveu to 
say prayers on an open piece of ground which he considered was consecrated to 
another religion. Let us come nearer home. In Hyderabad State if there are five 
thousand mosques, there exist twenty four thousand temples scattered all over the 
Dominions in the midst of the most popnlated areas of the Dominions. Their jnxtsr 
poeitioa speaks eloquently of the religious toleration of those who ruled over the 
Deedsu in the past. If the Muslim ruler of Ooloonda Fort built a mosque on its top, 
he did not touch the temple close by, which exists up to the present day. If there 
axe grants of land and cash made by the Muslim rulers for the sapport of Mnslim 
remons institotiens, similar grants of Jagirs and cash of the most literal cbi^ter 
wm made by the same rulers to temples and Hindu institutions within the Domi- 
niona. The onrrent registers of the Revenue and the Accountant Generis Offices 
bear testimony te the same. The teachings of Islam would never jp wrmit the Jews ot 
a eootttry to be tamed out bag and baggage of their homes. Tterefore to teach 
tetigieua toleration to your Muslim students, you have not to go to Weit foi^terature 
otwsdc the aid of any^ other reMoxL The lustory of India has yet to be written on 
lines. All the resources tor forming oharaoter are lying before yon. You 
Oewly te ntilixe them. There are other ways of encouraging toleration. IJiend- 
sMba fomed in atndent life are linked with the strongest Uw. I know^ the Mnslim 
W^eraity admits non-mnslim students freely and for the sake of bn^ng Hindn and 
still closer, it should make it a point to rewrvo a certain perorai^e 
of g oa fs speoially for Hindu students. Oxford and Cambridge reserve a oertun 
number for students coming from India and the ^lonim. Int^hange ? 

between Universities Is easy. I wonder vfhether interohuige of a few stndanta is 
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INMaiUe. A Fedmtioa of Indiaa nm?6ntti68 mty make it possible. The speoial 
efforts will be repaid in the long ran through the iormation of oharaoter on national 
littes. 

Disolpline is another phase of oharaoter. It affects the whole of oar national life. Toa 
will seldom find onr people forming a qaene so readily as English people would do on 
oeoa^ns of large gatherings. Diaoipline forms a trait of their national oharaoter. Are 
onr Indian Universities giving satfioient time and attention to this trait of oharaoter 
among stodents ? The opinion of the Bnqairy Committee wbioh reported as to 
oondmons prevailing in the Lnoknow University is not very enoonragiim. The pro- 
ofings of Stadents’ Uonferenoe at Bomhqy A Karachi show the direction in wnioh 
tto wind is blowing. Knob depends npon those who are in oharge of discipline. I 
wasjpreaent in the ICaalim Edaoational Oonferenoe held at Aligarh in IW when 
Sir Syed Ahmad was alive. The doors of the Stratohey Hall opened after an inter- 
val. The stadents tried .to rush in pell meli. Sir Syed oame down fiom the dais, 
shf np before the disorderly crowd of boys and began weeping before them. The 
boys were stanned. He said he was weeping beoaose he had no reply to give to 
their parents who had sent their sons to lf.AO. College to learn disofpline. This 
heart to heart talk was saffiolent to tarn them into most orderly entrants to the 
HalL There may be no snoh disoiplinariad in Aligarh today who oonid weep over an 
act of indiscipline on the part of his papils, but still he oan do maoh by 
his own acts and sense of discipline. The doors of the Muslim University 
should be shut against those who are guilty of indiscipline. A few stadents 
well disciplined gnd with character will bring more orMit to University than 
handreds without ^soipline and character. As the premier of the U. P. remarked 
on one occasion, ’^‘strikes were unknown in onr school days. They are 
characteristic of labonring classes and not of those who have come fPr learning 
and knowledge,’* I hope oar stadents will ever remain above this and show their 
Islamic of aoier by strict obedience to rules of discipline. The very conception of 
I sla m is sabmtsston to lawful authority. If any seeds of indiscipline are found in 
Muslim University, I have no doubt that the authorities will weed them out, before 
they spread their contagion. Again the mania for taking active part in politics should 
never m allowed to creep into your University. As an educationist once remarked 
stodents are like unhatched chickens in an egg. At their age their rndgmenta are 
generally influenced by emotions and passions and cannot be called qaite free. 
Students are diverted from their real business wbioh is to acquire knowledge. 
They should not arrogate to themselves the position of Judges and lay down 
rules for the guidance of eldera in political matters. Is is no use tor the 
Congress President to bewail the conduct of the stadents of the Bajshahi 
College when he himself on another occasion did not object to stadents taking part 
in active patios. They may have a political subject for d^ate in the Union for 
the sake of ednoation as it is done at OamhridgB or Oxford. But the spirit should 
begin with debate and end with debate. It will not be to the interest of University 
also to ereate parties based on political views witiiin its precincts. Its atmosphere 
sbonld remain pore and above politics. I woold suggest that every stndent who 
joins the llnslim University should be asked to sign a pledge that he will submit to 
rules of discipline and will not take active part in politics. A breach of these roles 
shonld lead to expulsion. There m*^ht be a character roll for every stndent which 
woold oontain a correct record of all the activities in which he takes part and 
throws light on his University career. His employer may sometimes attach more 
importance to this character roll than to his University mmree. This will have a 
salutary effect upon the general conduct of your studeuts mao. Let them carry a 
pelf of Iriamic culture with them, but their characters may be ao modelled as to 
miika tfn religious without bigotry and patriots without extremism to serve their 
community as a pairof the whole, without being oommunri or harbouring hatred to 
otter eommnnities. 

Now, a few words to those "Graduate friends who will soon be parting company 
witt their Alma Mater. Having myself gone through a similar Oonvocatieu fuactiou 
of my own Ahna Mater— the Allahabad university— I can easily step into your shoei 
a^ imagine the character of your mingled feelings of to-day— joy at your anooesa in 
MaasimSou, sorrow for leaving old associatioos and friends, and fear of 
tfoa struggle of life lyiM ab^ As to tha future, you muM be pfepared 
In figkt the battle of life with all the force of that character wbioh you 
acquired here. You may be treading a smooth path 
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w^mooh upon the olass or degree shown in the perohment 
today 18 upon your possesBion of those quslitieB whioh go to 
In the course of the struggle lying ahead, th^ 
you were brought up at home, the education which ' 
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and the p^ which this University played in mouldiDg ' your 'hhliiiote^ . 
on trial. You will he tested not so much by that you' have been storing In your 
examination pnrMses but by what you assimllatod In your riiamtor Im 
the education you received so far. However there Is one. mis of oonduot whioh 
ow oarry you safely through, and will throw much credit on yous 1 
sohool M well M on your Alma Mater. It is this. Make %iith^yenr l 

oiple. l ose the word ^rnth* in the broadest senee of the^tenm Bf' 

1 mean that living force, that attribute of Ood whioh ^ itself fit lawn 

pervading this Universe whether they relate to matter or aouL Oonform your 
oharaoter to those Oo^ -made eternal laws; and you will be on a oaf e roM to 
suooess. The laws of Ood can never err, and to sot on tlmin will never toad yon 
^ you know, Qod has given to man a power oalled Ktoasoienoe’ 
which always remains pointing to Truth like a BCarlner’s Compasa that never fails 
to point the true direotion on a voyage even in the darkest hour of the niriit on 
n aso^tumuHaons ocean. The knowledge and leamtog whioh this Univeraity has 
already given yon implemented by this voice ot God wUk ever ha teai^ to guide 
3 tou in finding the line of Truth on every oooasion when yon have to deotde ss to 
the course of oonduot to he followed. If you want to he true to your material 
body, follow the laws whioh govern matter. For this, the soienoes which yon 
toarnt in thin University will help you. If you want to he true to yonr spiritual 
inner self, follow Universal laws that rolato to the rise and fall of soul or spirit. 
F^r this, your oonsant study of your inner self in the light of yonr own oonaoienoe 
and religion will help you. The height of year rise as a man in this life will he in 
proportion to the strength with wMoh you grasp Truth sud make It your guiding 
rule of oonduot Tour body may die, tut ita effect on your real self will survive. 
8e far as we can see, there is a never-ending chain of oaoses and effect in this 
Universe. The present is the effect of thepast and the future will be the effeot 
of the present These are eternal tows, with trathfulness in yonr hand, yon osu 
steer oiear of Soylla and Charybdis to that shore of everlasting peace and happiness 
whioh every sonl would like to have after its release from tbeprison ol the body. 
Live a truthful life and even death will be welcome to you. with the Mp of Zmth, 
you may solve the very problem of life. 

My next advice to you is to live in a spirit of servioe. Akbar— the great p<^ 
of Allahabad— simply embodied a Truth in beautiful verse, when he said thri the 
greatest ambition of tibe present generation seemed to be to p»«8 the B. A., 
examination, enter into servioe, retire on pension and then die. This should not ^ m 
yonr only ambition. Look at everything with a spiritual mentrilty. Wheu you jolii 
a service or profession, specialize yourself in some brauoh of it with the object of 
leaving it rioner and better than you found it. This is a debt which you owe to 
humanity. Speoializatiou will be a golden rule for your suooess in life also. Btm 


your new career in a spirit of service whioh you may go on ^lengthening, 
sharpen this spirit join if possible some humanitarian association or organization as a 
hoSSr, SO that when yon retire, that hobby and spirit may oo nfan y to gire 
noarwmsnt to your soul up to the last moment. t® 

serrinc. With the service of others, you were so benefi^.s? to reach yonr pre^ 
Btatnrf Let others be now benefltted by your servioe. India needs servioe from hM 
f «n H so badly todsv Will yon not be true to your own .mofter country ? ^ind 
tViia BDirit ol servioe there is an immense force of Gtod whioh will keep you hap^ 
bS!tt & *«of^veiSrand of pr The Impelling foroo behmd your sott 

shonld be a desire to serve other human beings who are *2? 

hsT^nrs; bSly today. Will you not be true to yonr o^ mAet ^ 

hind this spirit of servioe there is aa '““9“® torM belS? your 

happy both in days of adversity and of prosperity. The impelling force Denmo your 


O(»nroouaioii addbbssbs 


t 


aeli thaidd ba « dailn to wm otoar haiuui Mags who aia tMy njn amamtiiw 
turn tha mm» aaa to vUeh yoo MoBg, Banambar, it it ■ qoaatiaa of ngto ol 
Tiaiaa ady. Toa aaa iuypart you awa fluaiiy and aay toat yon an doing it in a 
apbtt at aacatoa. 8^t yon an, and a q>iritnal Itfa yon ahonld liaa. 

’ A|aln» do not fauk inat too daya d atadant lilt nan ooao to aa and today. In 
fHt fluj Jutn bagu today an a iHdar aoala. 1ft. DoOrayther, an Law PnAataor 
at toa Caaidi^ Owan aay toto too diflannoa batman aa Indian aad bglitb 

* * " too Bar Btaminattoa too lomar tooagbt that too oayt 


I tint after patiiog 

€l Andj Wire over, wfiereea tile latter toted aa if tb^ were only ^i^noioga 

jtgaiBf your Tieion ol thie life ahonld erer he that of ao optimiat. In ererything, 
yoi ate al^ of dMigai and aohamd. It la impoaaible that there ehonld be no deei^ 
or eeteMBo underlying thie panoiaina of homan life. The Tory natore of onr oonoep* 
tion of Ood leads na to the oonointion that whatever be the Boheme* it will be lor 
tibe good of hnmanltya All ronnd we see good ooming oat of evil. Therefore difioalt 
tiioiWh the proUem of minority and majority mn be, yet India moat oertainly be 
pfegneeing tewarde a goal lor the good of all. The minority and the majerity will 
eventually have to learn to live together. The aMt of Hindae. Mnslfma, Chrietiane 
and Perns living so amioably together for oentariea In the past la uniqae in itself on 
this globe. Today, they fight on some trivial point. Tdmonow they bMn living as 
oloae neighbours with only a wall intervening between their houses, njf best friend 
was a Hindu, Bate 8heo Sahsl, to whom I owe ao mnoh in my life. Do not be led 
afney l^y spasmodio eruptions wUoh 1 treat as signs not of disruption but of a prooess 
of readiusonent through which every oo^uitry waioh is in a stage of transition must 
pass, ifaintain a oorreot perspective of thingB. Your 8yed or Palhan should never 
Nok upon Arabia or Afghanistan as his homo. Tour forefathers decided to make 
Uia fiieir home and you need not be too sentimental on this point now. 8aoh 
adttled'laota cannot be unsettled. Love Indian soil; love all those who live on this 



oraeds. Our tores, if properly mixed, may add'to the beaoty of the whole. 

This wOl be made j^ible if ttie real position and valne of man's life be found ont 
and tsui^t by our univendjte. Therezore remain oheerful and optimistic up to the 
/last onoment I do not think that the solution of the communal problem lies in belt 
theory. If they oonld live together for oenturies in the past, the ohanoes are, they 
uoifld do so for oentnries in fntnre. .The aolntion lies in yonr knowledge of true 
vifiae of things, and that knowledge you must have sooner or later. If your Ideas 
ol vilues ol uings renudn wrong, where is the guarantee that these Muslim and 
fiinfin Mte will not begin fighting agaiost each other in fatnre with greater 
blttomesa. Germany wants to form a German belt iu ^nrope to make it strong 
snoi^ io get eolonies. We have' gone too far in onr distribniion of population to 
nknoB our stops. The belt ^theory is not a proper solution from the point of view 
of Immi^te. fie pleased with this file. Bemain optimistlo and oheerful. Everything 
Is lesdteg m the good of humanity. '' 

Oos ^rd more and I have done. "Hmnain truthful to your Alma Mater.” It 
* 1 its heel to yon. It is now your turn to give your best to it Farewell, 

1 wifrii you a luppy and suooessf ol carper iu this life. May God help 


The RMifoou University ConvocatioD 

Tim foSswiiig is the text of the address delivered by the Hon’ble Sir Mya fih, 
Xt., B»-te4iw, Wioe-Cfiianoeilor, Dalvarai^ of Rangoon at the Aunnal Oonvooatioa 
al the Ditiversity held on llanrsdjiy, the Mi. DeseailMr 1938. 

One ef tim main events of the year Is the proposal to amend the Rangoon Uni- 
mmite Aet Twe and half years ago Government set np a Committee to enquire 
Ml me wmil]i| ef the Aot and to saoertala what amendments, if any, wars neoe- 
mmy or desMua. The recommendations of that Committee, and the views of 
lat sisstod bedtes mi those leoemmeadstions, were examined by Govemment, and 
an mnandlQg B8I was drsftod. The Bill was introdsoed In the House of fiepresents- 
tivis taing tim Ml sesston, bat it Is yet to he seen whether it will be pteM on 
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tho stihite book In Its preseot The Vnlrerrity wthorittee took til 
etepe to plaoe their views before the House, and I ipuA that they ^Itt be duly 
watohiiA ana ooneidered. I hope that those who are oharv^, with the responslbrn^ 
of siu^g and moulding the future of this Urfverslty, wfil hew ^PPenuMt in thjfe 
mindTfitat the ultimate purpose of a modern UnWeraitv ^ • S*“H5 

tor the cultivation and advancement of knowlodjje, m slso the tijJniM ground tor 
the tonaation of oharaoter in the jputh of the OonnJ^. ^ 

University has no right to ignore, but welcomes "‘tioiss^ Md^^ 

can to give eflbot to the same so long as it is oons^tive in Mtuw Intended to 

preserve the effioienoy of work and to maintain a hig?^ academio atudm. 

^ Tho desire tor an^lnvestigation into the ^ 

its Oolleges, with a view to making readiu^ents as nSSLiriu 

oiroumstonoes may require, haa not only b^n tolt by thoM 

but also by its teaohMS. The aoademio body believes that auoh 

most proauUy be oondaoted by persons, who, by reason ^ 

fioatiouandby ezpeiienoe of “® 

The senate has from time to time since 1933 P®^**®®^. *J® 

Oommission of experts be appoint^ for this rvKniS^'Jf iS 

this country of the appointinen^ by the Beoratary of State tor ^^® ™oni^ w » 
Expert Commission to enquire into the possibilities for higher eduoation in ji 
“rthe cSSIS a^^ urged the Chancellor to toe 
tunity to invite the Oonpission to ^nsoon to ®" 

proiMt however had to be abandoned yhen it wm ®J®“Je^ dSSte 

Muld be obtained for the Commission to visit Burma, it would be able lo ae¥o 

only a brief period to the Rangoon University. , , 

la the list Oouvocttoa Address, HSs %taSs2^to^^^ 

is=.“«S?s M 

o“t<^ (Wle« at M^y ,aad Its , .W^a tad 

UuivetelW. Omrw la ^apol gtsduates lo 

SSStSdW .^Tfot «>d de,oted to the purpose meutloued 
by His Bioeueooy, win w®!*^.*^^?S^„*anued for those witUo her wslte, yet 

has now ai 


all 

poiatea V UaWerslty O^al^e SSw 

^tlsl‘t£‘“oS« “ooSSs "r l.“ oatempUtloa «.d till be givea 1» the 

"“oS‘SMhe auestioas thst to sttnwtiag ^roblTC^uSt 

aoSoiS Wtany among the eduos^ otoes. i^^yTher^ntries, It to 
£e fSrtoos l{wP0f 2^ 5 « Jfe to toSJme mx4 Mate « 

Still suffioiently grave in Burma, anu IS uaow economic one and that ^ 

Fr^s are agreed that this problem is prmwuy ^ eooial pattern 

Sfittofeotory wlutioa llM In a ^.h osnnot 

of the country and ite people. Jttos je « u„i,a^ty mast W“tmne to toro^ 

pleted In one generation ; and moMwnue «i ^ , oorresponding Inoieise 

inoteaaing nnmbora of €*•^'*1*®?- the? may eeek edmission. .. 

S^tios rewl to m ^ nearly « tl 


meuc or ainiti.jr< tc note inar Bwp» — 


CONVOCATION AOBBEBSEB 


I wmafOh^ 


nmedj, tet no lostitaioa of higher laamleg oen justify its adoption as a general 


to say. nowefer, that the diffioiuty will be lesseoed by the award of UnlTersity do- 
frees 4o all who may appear and be snooessfnl at UnWersify Ezaminations, irreipeo* 
nye of whether they hato nndergone regnlar oonrses of instraotion or not when 
spradnatee who haye had the benefit of systematio training net only in seleoted 
branohes of knowleto, but what is equally important in the arts of good oitizenship, 
are finding the problem of suitable employment suffioientiy graye, to others without 
aiiniiar equipment it muet be welt nigh insurmountable. 

The contribution that the Uniyersity can make towards the solution of this prolK 
lem is by proyidiny the right type of eduoation and by helping the employers to 
yeonilt the right kind of persons. It oan get Into eontaot with prospeotiye employers, 


able under them for Uniyersity trained men and women, and to the kind of training 
most suited to those posts. This Information the Uniyersity oan place before its 
students ; and sooh as may select definite careers oan be adyised and directed in their 
academic courses with a speoifio aim in slew. To aohieye this object the Uniyersity 
hopes to establish in the near future an Bmployment Board. A scheme has been 
prepared for the constitution of this Board and I trust that the necessary funds to 
bring it into being will be found. In this oonueotion 1 desire to thank the Burma 
Cfiiamber of Oommeroe for their generous offer of Bs. 2,500 per annum towards the 
eipenaes of this Board when formed. It is a generally recognised fact that a large 
majori^ of students join the University with no definite career in view, but with a 
vague hope that after they have obtained their degrees they would secure an appoint- 
ment in one of the Government Servloes. The employment Board will be able to 
present other possible odreers for the consideration of newly joined students and to 
help them to direct their studies towards a purposive end. While this Board will fill a 
much needed want, we must not ezpeoi it to be a complete solution for the unemploy- 
ment problem. The true solution must lie In a change of outlook in those seeking 
higher education. Toung men and women undergoing training usually look on the 
Uniyersity as a means of obtaining a degree for the purpose of seouring a salaried 
Mt, They must realise that the true oblect and ideal of a University eduoation is 
intelleotual culture in the highest aud widest sense. Following this ideal does not 
necessarily mean that a student becomes unfitted to take active part in the affairs 
of life ; for this ideal, truly conceived, seldom fails to be of use in securing material 
advantages. On this point I may quote the words of Gardinal Newmau who says : 
i^The man who has learned to think and to reason aud to compare and to disoriml- 
nate and to analyse, who has refined his taste, and formed his judgment and 
sharpened his mental vision will not indeed at onoe become a lawyer, a statesman, 
a^hygioian, an engineer, or a man of business, but he will be placed in that state of 
intellect in which he can take up any of these services and oallings with an ease, a 

BO 

mental culture is '^emphatically useful.” 


It only remains for me to exhort the candidates Ho conduct themselves suitably 
onto the position to which by the degrees conferred on them, they have attained.^' 
Graduates of the University of Rangoon, 1 congratulate you on the success you have 
achieved, and convey to you the best wishes of the Uniyersity for your success in 
life. During the coarse of tho ceremony certain questions have been put to you, 
and I am confident that your responses have come, not only from your lips but 
also from your marts. Lot me. onoe more, invite your attention to the obligations 
you have undertaken and the implications contained therein. In promisii^ to oonduct 
yourselves in your daily life and conversation as become members of this University^ 
you kavw taken a pledge of a fiduciary nature for the knowledge that you have 
acquired in the University oao achieve nothing unless you bold it in trust and use 
it in proper and wise manner and the skill you have attained will be of no value 
in society, unless you make use of it in your daily life as a trustee for the oommon 
good. In pledging yourself to support and promote the cause of morality and sound 
learning you aro reminded of the words ^'Nvith Truth aud Loyalty” which form the 
motto of our University, The undertaking to uphold and advacoe social order and 
the well-l^ing of your fellow men implies that so far as you are able, you will use 
your kuowMge and skill in harmoniziog humau relations and bring about a state of 
matuai helpfulness. You are now leaving the sheltered crlm of the UaiyesBity to 
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sail on the tronbled waters of life. I am certain that no more among yon has any 
ill^ona aboat the grim realities that yon will now be called upon to &o. ObsiMles 
will lie in ^onr path bat if yon look on them as challenges to yonr skill yon may 
not only triamph orer them bat will also aohiere a self-oonfidenoe and self-oontrol ' 
which will enable yoa to faoe fatnre diffioalties. When yon are assailed by doubt 
« to the proper ooarse of aotion or oondaot, remind yourself of the obligattons you 
haTo entered upon to-day for the precepts implred in them will ever guide 
yon aright 

And finally, in addition to the fact that you hold your skill and knowledge in trust 
for the f;ood of mankind, you are also stewards of the honour and reputaSon of the 
University. A.s members of its alumni you are now entitled to take a share in 
raiding its future development and progress ; and if the degree with which yon have 
mn invested to-day has any value for you 1 exhort you to guard, most jealously, 
the fair name of the institution whioh has oouferred it on you. 


The Lucknow University Convocation 

The following address was delivered on the 10th. December 1938 by the Hon’Ue 
Pandit Govind^Ballabh Pant at the Convocation of the Luoknow University at the 
Sixteenth Annual Oonferenoe of the University at Lucknow 

Education is co-extensive with human life and interests. There are several prob- 
lems which are peculiar to our Universities. Controversies regarding^ Federal or 
Residential Universities, rivalries between arts and science, the competing claims of 
modern and clasical languages, the defects of our educational system with its intense- 
ly literary and abstract character and the need for giving it a vocational bias and 
introducing mechanical commercial and technical subjects to a substantial extent m 
vhe University curriculum have claimed public attention and been stressed by 
their protagonists from time to time. I have no desire to deal with these matters 
in detail. In the midst, however, of ^diversity and variety—whatever be tne 
the method or the content of eduoatiou— there is a fundamental uniformity, ine 
entire fabric of Universities, irrespective of any opparent marks of difference ot 
conflicting views and parsuits must be animated by a common purpose, a universal 
soul and reared in and dominated by high and noble ideals. 

At a time like the present, when nations are arming “Sm 

pwse and a world war may be upon us at any moment we 
MDstaoUy of the eternal yerities which form oewnti J 
hallmark of UnirereUy life. The ideals of a -^d 

preached in no uncertain terms by writers of repute and -jji, 

and yet the world to-day eeeSis t®. have sadly demt^ fro^ 
result that it ia faced with a eerious crisie which threatens the vera Mistenoe M 

civilization. The dootrinee which men of i^ht and thrown into the 

foreee making for universal progress anf happmess are being ttrowni^ ™ 

melting pot Tho pro8,wt '^ents in the“h»tory of 

much concern and anxiety to thoughtful peop*®- AbvBBinia. China, 

the world indicate the bankruptcy of R?Jdpirradatmn which has 

Spain and Czechoslovakia bear a painful Lnd^.ho wle of the big stick 

set io. There is inoral aoar^y w 5,"f that man achieved after 

and physical might has become slmost ^ and the forces 

centuries of travail and tribulation seem to ctoished heritage of 

of violence and barbarism seem to be 

centuries of human achievement, courage and ®®;®J*^®®. ’ i MvoUuig and inhuman 
atrocities perpetrated by Germany on the J Italy is, to some 

and eclipse even the barbarities of the k\\ this derangement of 

extent, following Gormany»8^ example in th» respect. ^ 

moral forces is not a sudden and in these shocking barbarities, lie 

*liA nniminiktincr DOlDt ID 10686 - yetTB. 

d mutnal 

sggrandiaemeot. 
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WluU ii true of the pditieel field ie eqoeily true of the eeonomlo. There wee 
dielooetioD of eopnomio forces daring the war, followed by e oertain amoont of 
rehabilitation, which however proved unstable. The economic system has been 
crippled and seems to be completely oat of geer since. Ihe worn seemed to be 
fomng ahead towards new levels or material prosperity when the depression set in 
ana the entire stractare ooUaps^ As in the poiitiod so in the economic sphere 
IsnaUcism and stupid snperstition to the ezclasion of reason brought abodt a 
lamentable catastrophe. Gooflicts due to unreason, cowardice and greed were 
visible everywhere. Instead of economic stabilisation, we had a series of economic 
crisis in q^uick succession, accompanied by curieney warfare, restrictions on produc- 
tion, prohibition or strict regulation of Imports, economic isolation and intense 
economic confliets and antagonism to the detriment of the entire human race. It 
is most amasing and depressing that all this should have happened when nature 
and provldenee were prolific in their bounty and munificence, and when the world 
had shrunk, distances had been annihilated and men and women, old and young, in 
different quarters of the globe had been brought into close and living contact with 
one another through telephone, w ireless, aeroplane, radio and other similar 
blessing of science. Besides, there was no real justification for this conflict 

and ezelusive isolation. 

While until the last war the sources of man and the gifts of nature were 
limited, there has been a remarkable progress in this direction in recent years. 

Parodozical though it may seem, the slump and the consequential impoverishment 
were due to Uie existence of plenty in most countries. Since the war, the output 
of commodities has gone up considerably. The world economic surveys of the 
League of Nations cfoarly show that there has been a considerable increase in 
commodity out-put and what is still more important there is an unlimited capacity 
in nature to torn out in an almost unbounded measure whatever man needs. 

While filled with an ardent desire to serve those near about you, you shhuld not 
forget that, with the modern facilities of communication and transpHort, with the 
Inter-dependence of nations any event of importance occurring in any country 
has its reaction and repercussions' in the other happening elsewhere. You 

cannot therefore afford to be indifferent to what is happening elsewhere. You 
will have to shoulder the burdeu of the world. If forces of reaction gain 

asoendaooy in any part of 'the world your country oaunot remain unaffected 
thereby. You should regard yourselves as citizens oi the world and every- 
thing tending to oiroumsoribe the field or service should be repugnant to you. 
Universities are meant to equip you for the highest and the noblest aohievemeuta in 
thp widest sphere. You should not let your manhood be dwarfed and eolips^ by oom- 
mnnal considerations. Communalism is a negation of onlture and incompatible uith a 
Uberal fiuth. The communal virus has crept even into our ednoatioual institutions 
In some places. This is most deplorable. At least in the pure intelleotnal 
atmosphere of the Universities your thoughts and dreams and ambitions should tran- 
scend the narrow oommunal orbit. 

The University is a place of probation for you. You have ample opportunity for 
discipline and training. A balanced mind endowed with the faculty of reasoning and 
independent judgment is the key to intelleotnal happiness and moral equipoise. An 
educated man must be able inetinotively to perceive and do the right thing. 

Social or eoonomio arrangements wnioh cannot bear the sonrtmy of the cannons 
of human dignity should not be aooeptable to him, and anything that bears harshly 
or nnfairly on any* section of the community should not be oouatenanced by him. 
Custom and tradition should not be a stumbing block to him but merely a stepping- 
stone. 

A oonsiiforable section of our population ie still labouring under various social and 
civil disabilities. Sometimes they are looked upon as less than human and denied 
the rights and privileges to which every member of the public has an inherent 
right and claim. Onltnre recognizes the diguity of man and regards all men as equal 
ia the sight of God. A onltnred person should not content until he sees social In- 
jnatioe oompletely remedied. 

University ednoation has come In for a lot of oritioism. Nobody can deny that 
there are many defects in it and aisple room for improvement. I have myself been 
oensoioas of several defioienoies, some of which should in my opinion be regarded as 
serious, but I would strongly deprecate the ImpositioD of any artifioial restraints wim 
a view to restdotliig the growing tide of University eduoatiott. We should reoast the 
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ByBtem^ bat 1 oin&ot pmaade nTself to believe that knowledge is dangerone or that 
ainy man la made the worse beoaase of the edaoation he has reoeived. Some 
have gone to the length of even recommending reornitment to tiie poblio servloes at 
the undernadoate sta^, so that stndents may not flock to the Universities. 1 may also 
add that I have no particnlar prejadioe against Universittes being maintained by the 
State. In so far as we are nnable to assist the UmvArsities it Is beoaase there are 
other oompeting olaims on as and there are several things whioh most claim oar 
attention first. Bat 1 would set no limit to the assistance whioh a University may 
receive from the pablio exoheqaer. Instances of other conntries do not quite fit in 
with oar own. If the State can afford this I should hold that it is the right of 
every yoang man to receive all facilities for intelleotaal equipment and advancement 
sahjeot to his making such monetary oontrihution to it as his oironmstanoes 
may allow. 

Some of this oonfasion and this apathy towards higher edaoation is dae to the 
nnemployment prevailing among the eaaoated yoang men. Lest I should be^ misnnder* 
stood 1 must unreservedly admit that it is the aoty of the State to provide fruitful 
ohannels of activity for all citizens and esp^lally for the educated youth. But no 
community live on and be fed by clerical jobs. In fact, 1 strongly ^hold^that 
the attitude towards education as a mere passport to public services is highly 

undesirable. It oircumsoribea and narrows one's horizon and serves as a damper 
on one's talents and hampers one's spiritual growth. It not unoften resnlts in the 
sacrifice of one's genius for the sake of a career. 1 feel that a considerable part of 
this unemployment is dne to deeper causes also. The education which was introduced 
in our country about a hundred years ago at the instance of ^rd Macanlay was 
not based on any inspiring ideal. It was utterly lacking in a national outlook. The 
idea of public service was entirely absent. The system was introduced primarily 
with a ^ew to producing suitable persons for holding subordinate and clerical posts 
under British administrators. Those who received education m English schools and 
colleges were for the most part isolated from ^he people of the 
masses in the villages and town. They lived and had their being in a different 
society and whil e it would not be correct to say that they ®s panisites their 
X^tx^Ziemhluehn the open fields. Their general attitude and approach 
the wst mass of the*^ people was as a rule nndemocratio, personal 
and some what arrogant. 

We should remodel our system of education. Simplicity 

hu meant unrelieved ^ be tS endeJvour to lift him from his 

enrich his life and bring the blessings of soienca, 
arts and medicine within his easy reach. 


and frugality should be 
in the present stage. 



the environments m example and precept to inspire those sitting 

and the teachers should b® jabto by toeir no room lor intrigue, jealousy or 

at their feet. In such a sanotnary there oan^ ^ nniverafti^ 

ttng. te Mt‘'»“”“ofS ’tet tSe fuiaiment of a mission in wh.ob he 
finds his life. 


lonTtatl-Io* -to or 

advtoe. 1 hope that they will folly exaimne ine delighted to hear tbt one 

So to as I am ooncerned has impressed me greaw. i the Zakir Hosain 

of the greatest U serves ^ link np ^ of 

report was a MV^nments of the eoWar. 

the school onnionlnm with the nat^ eovi^ ^^^^j^^ ^ believe tost tjf 
oorrelaUon ia the essMoe Committee will *ow m how to adopt it 

is fondamentollT sound and trMtttat toe ^ of such mstrootloa 

to our dicumstanoes. Witn s view w « -o 
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w« hate started new trainiag eoliegee at Allahabad and Benarea, and I hope 
that the oritios and aoeptios will at least ha?e the patienoe to watoh the 
esperiment with aympathetio interest, I am anre that if it is diapaeaionately 
anmined it will not be eaay to spurn saperoilionaly the reasoned aoheme 
whioh is adumbrated therein. 

It girm me great pleasure to Oder my felicitations to all those on whom degrees 
hsTe fust been conferred. I sincerely trust that whaterer be your avocation in life 
and whatever career yon choose to auept you will not .forget« in the discharge of the 
duties and responsibilities whioh may be called upon yon to perform, that you are 
educated men and have been members of a distingnished University. You should 
never fall short of the ideals for whioh the University stands. 

Ibis is the time when we are shahing free from our shackles and trying to emerge 
into the fulness of national life. It will be your privilege to take part in uiis strng^e 
for liberty and to help to usher into the society of nations that independent India 
which will be the strongest guarantee of the rights > and liberties of other nations. 
But yon have to perform a still higher task. Yon will have to administojp the a&irs 
of this free India, so that every citizen will find 'the* fulfilment and the fruition of his 
life. Yon will have to fight poverty atfd daapas^ inertia and shperstitita, unjust 
exploitation of man by man, superfioitU doctrines and debased social practices, xou 
must always oast your weight on the right side, whether in political or other sphere. 

Great are you responsibilities, but it is a privilege to live and to work in times like 
these when humanity Is in travail and a new world is being born, a world in whioh 
each shall work for all and no one shall be denied the opportunity to unfold to the 
gifts of the mind and spirit whioh nature has endowed him with. India expects great 
things from you. She expects that you will always do your best and will be in your 
best form in whatever you do. I hope that you will not believe her expectations and 
will rise nobly to the occasion without any thought of self whenever your services 
are in demand. I conclude with the words of our national poet 

‘Oonsecration of our life waits to be received from Nature's own hand and it 
should accompany our training of heart, mind and imagination, a training which is 
not only for the production of timber of a high market value, if mind could be com- 
pared to a tree, but for exhibiting the wealth of its flowers which contributes to the 
]oy of creation, often without our noticing it*’«-^ande Mataram.'* 


The Nagpar University Convocation 

The following is the text of the address delivered by Mr. CL Jf. Beddy^ Vice* 
Cbanceller, Andhra Universi^ at the seventeenth Convocation of the Nagpur 
University held on the lOth. December 1938 

On this occasion, under your Act, I have to address more particularly^^the Graduates 
who are |n8t going out into the world. I join your Chancellor and Vioe-Ohancellor 
in extending my hearty congratulations to the young men and women who have 
obtained their degrees to* day. I trust that their future careers will be just as snooess* 
fnl. Of oonise, the world is not a College. There things are not clearly marked, 
demarcated, no text books are prescribed, and no grace marks given though luck is a 
fair but fiokle substitute for academic graoe. However, if your judgment has been 
propmly developed by your education, you ought to be able to meet issues as they 
arise, thinking independently and acting manfully. I had better s^ at once that 1 
have not come here to preach, to exhort, or talk atmospheric stun. My purpose in 
adklressing an intelleolisl audience has always been to present them with the prob- 
lems. that they have to enoonnter, and to indicate to them the methodology that they 


ring ai cneir ooncinsions : jNaturauy i win nave 
;e issues, many of which are in their very natnn 
I do not wish to impose my opinions: nor do I feel it necessary even to state my 
optniona. But without concrete illustrations, it would all be speaking in the air; 
and that means speaking for Bie air, and empty performance which should be 
avoided. And so if onrrent questions are touched upon, it is not with the idea of 
propaganda but as points te your independent thinking and resolution. 


The days are gone by when Goverammit service was derided as a degradation of 
petrioUam. Latterly, and very natioifly and properly, we have been revising our 
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prefions valaes of public life and personal condnet^ and diave oome to feel that 
even the members of the old bureaucracy have not been really quite so bad as we 
had imagined and that they too had been aotnated by muoh bene?olenoe and effloient 
wisdom, and that therefore oUr gratitude is due to them. A fortiori, no sin oan 
attach to servioe in the ever-growing national governments of India. But I have no 
doubt that In these days too, publio serrioe in the sense of TOlitioal life and non- 
oflioial work, will continue to be the greater attraction, and the larger and more 
meritorious field. For that very reason, an outline i»ap of Indiau publio life may 
not be altogether without its value. 

Mahatmaji has said that the Parliamentary mind has oome to stay. Gan we go further 
and hold that the democratic method also has oome to stay ? For without Demo- 
oratio methods Parliaments are a fake and farce. The democratic method implies 
not only a general mass activity and responsibility such as must be there under etery 
form of nationalism, but individual responsibility, a sense of responsibility of 
each individual as voter and a oonstitueut element, however small, remote and 
indirect, in the Government. I hope that my young friends going out into the 
world will honour the obligations of a democratic vote fnlly and always. Democracy 
and in fact every ^Ocracy’ will be a success only when moral worth or personal 
competence and political importance go together. That is to say, when only men 
of merit and character exercise power and influence. If worthless men are 
elevated to high places, whether by accident of birth or corruption by money or 
ignorant votes, the result cannot be a success. A vofe is not constitutive of 
merit. It ought to bo recogniiive of merit. Let us not imagine that beoanse we 

get a largo number of votes, we are necessarily very good and groat. It is a 

mistake to think that many votes .bring in their train inany virtues. {Loud 
Laughter). Professor Gwatkin of Cambridge 
mathematically thus :~*^Zero plus zero plus zero 
large number of worthless votes will give you a 
discarded. It is a fallacy to think that a large 

either substance or quality. _ ^ ^ ^ 

This is not a new truth. Carlyle has driven home the lesson that all human 

activity should be subordinated, not :so muoh to the positive laws raacted 

by man, as to the eternal laws graven on adamantmo febles. Human 
Tight arid powers have to be regulated by a loyal consideration of the higher and 
more eternal laws. Drummond has said that there is a natural law m the moral 
world which you can no more ignore without serious consequences than the laws of 
the natural world or of physiology. - We can defeat this party of 
bv rousing passions and prejudices. But oan we defeat the inexorable law of histo- 
will sooner' or later work itself out ? The 

;hUte«te“^oa7]SteTo? ®hkt‘1ateVal'^ wrUin Vs s%h7^hatever*the form of 
Gter^eaTtherfis“.lw5f. 0 *^^ ojrpaft for 

and the endeavour to weigh things in the eternal scales and hve better lives. The 


used to put it humorously and 
is still zero.** The illnsion that a 
worthy representation ought to be 
number of zeroes will give ns 


SttDUe iOOUWWU, W.va. - 

Indian national and nationalistic nanus, iv « f dn not wish to 

haw beSo. speaking generally, llafiterr bS 

say anything about a Province in wbioh I^am y a transieni gnw ^ v 
I have no hesitation in acclaiming the Ibnirtry^as^^a wt o p 

high purpose who would do credit to wftrdq of sincere praise in honour 

(Applause), Lord Erskine the other day utter^ ot smoeiQ praise ^ ^ 

of the Ministry. I have they^ are all agreed that our Mini- 

Governors, whether good or situation, have be^ noteworthy sue- 

atries, considering all the veiled oondem- 

oesses. I am not one of those who heneve xna quarter, ought 

nation and curse. (Cheers). to kindness and to reciprocate 

to be dear to every heart, human eno^h to cSmly reflect 0 / what 

genero8it;r* This then is the time reflection in troubled times or under dis- 

are reqairomonts of a moral value or mtelleotual integrity. It 

tress wiil not be regarded as trouble or after you have been 

wiU be like repentance when you have got mw 
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Inmd oat (Lngbier). It is mooh bsttor ihtt in this boor of general saooess snA 
good orediti wbon nobodj oain point tbo finger .of soorn nt oar Ministers, we refisoted 
on the roamiements of demoorsoj, so that we may ssfesnsrd onrselyes i^nst 
possibie pitfalls and dangers and not rashly go o?er the preoipioe. 

Ifjfoa ask me whether this thooght that I am plaoing before yon is new one, 1 
say *No*. It is as old as Aristotle. Aristotle pointed oat how eyery form of Ooyern- 
inont was liable to pesyerslons speoial to its oonstitntion and safferM from oongenltai 
weakness whioh, aniess marded against, deyeloped into disease, degeneration, decay 
and' death. Thns monar&y, good at one time, if its power is not oontrolled and 
legnlated. by ooosiderations of equity, legality, the general good and ezpedienoy, 
beoomes tyranny. Similarly. Aristooraoy may degenerate into Oligarchy, and Demo- 
oraoy into Mobocraoy. No life’s process, political or physiological, has permanent 
immnnity from disease and death oaosed by internal weaknesses or external attaoke. 
Look at the onrions forsss that Democracy or the mockery of democracy has assumed 
in modern Europe. In Germany there is consoription of yptes in favonr of the Nazi 
Gkiyernment. They do not have party electtons but what are called one list elections 
whioh are no elections. The Goverament propose a list for what it calls a popular 
plebiscite. Yoters have to say *^yes*’ or **no”, that is to say '^yes”. (Laughter). There 
are no^altemative candidates to be voted for. And it they do not vote for the 
Government candidate, they are given political education in concentration camps. 
(Laughter). 1 hope that that kind of democracy will not spread beyond the frontiers 
of the Fatherland. (Oheers). The doctorates in Germany and in Italy are supposed 
to have freedom of vote. There is a story of a religious fanatic who devoutly 
believed in God, and therefore had naturally nothing but contempt for man. (La^hterJ. 
Approaching one of his friends with a revolver m his hand, he said me 

frankly, do you believe in God or no ? You are free to answer as you like. Only 
I must tell you that I just now shot a man who said he did not believe in God.” 
(X 4 anghter). That is the democraoy— the plebiscital basis with eleotoral conscription 
of Dictatorship that you have got in Germany and Italy, and the type is spreading. 
Bouaseau was of opinion that even in England the people enjoyed liberty only daring 
tike elections. (Laughter). A friend of mine improved on Rousseau’s dictum and said 
that daring the elections the British oitizens had not only full freedom but plenty 
of free botf. (Loud laughter). Thereafter, till the next general elections, they had 
no freedom, or free beer. 

A simliar thought, though not in those terms, seems to have been expreaseu by a 
profflihent Miniater of Madras, who is reported to have declared in oonneotion with 
the opposition reused by some of his measures, tiiat as he had a majority he had 
every right to rule as he pleased till he was overthrown either by the legislature or 
by tae electorate. The question is, have majorities not only the right to rule but the 
mht to misrule ? In the old days, we bad the divine right of kings to tyrannise. 
EGtve we to-day the divine right of majorities to tyrannise ? Evil cannot be a atight 
whether divine or human. Is there not something to be said in favour of the grand 
ofd fhmratio dootrine of Islam that all secular powers, however installed, are but 
Vieegerents of God and shonld act as the agents and instruments of a Providence who 
ia all meroy and compassion ?— Not that the theory was universally or even generally 
practised. (Laughter). No theory ever is, uot even the latest in our midst. 
(Lauhter). It is becanse even dooBooracy ia liable to errors of judgment, if not 
fliiarai^ of a graver kind, that in seone oonstitutions they have introduoed direct 'and 
oonthraons control of the people over Minrstries and Legislatnres by means of such 
oontrtvanoea as reeali |ud referendnm, which are a mitigation of party government 
and the plenary rigbta^upposed to be conferred by general elections. 

Bat why should seenlar power, even elected power, be snbordinated to higher 
morsi oonaideritioas Whw if it ia no( so snbordinated ? The answer is, there will 
roanlt tyranny In some shape or another ; and sooner or later, tyranny leads to 'strife 
and civil war. Esther tiie tyramiical^venunent will be overthrown or the internal 
weaknesa thus caused will make the State an easy prey to foreign invaders. So 
strength, stability and everlastingnest dej^nd on how earthly power, however generated 
or installed, snbjeota itself volnotarily to ihe regulation of heavenly iawa. Moral lawa 
are not matters of legislation. Votes and majorities do not create them and cannot 
repeal them. They are there, rqel, ^maL A self-government whioh is not nonrished 
by 0 ^ government will and most perltik And this goodness most be tempered 
by the need to be strong enongh to zeped foreign attacks. It oannot be asoetio 
feodaeas. 
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we shall be either, tyrants or 


^vernment and Mpeoidlly demooraoy rests on two foundations. 

4^ * Btrong ^araoter, i^mdnal and more especially raoial, with an enormous 
oyaoity for orgwi^on. It is from this point of view that I aoolaim the 
one of the greatest contribations to the politioal and moral regeneration of 
a?l twght onr people liow to organise. But then man 

he has created or entirely Subservi'ent’ to ’lhe maohine 7tselfr ir^the 
Hon hie w. 0. Bajagopalaohariar told us the other day— what does it matter 
wnae a written oonstitntion is like ? It depends on the Ministers in what way it 
WOiua he worked. A written oonstitntion adiusts itself to the oharaoter and nersonalitv 


WOTka them. I have weloomed Mr. ^ajagopalachariar*8 pronouuoement as a theoreti- 
nal intmnotion to the praotical aooeptanoe of the Federation, however dofeotive the 
Federal Act mi^t be, and I hope that my interpretation is oorreot. 

The Beoond foundation is that along with strong oharaoter yon must have a sane 
indgmenf. Will without reason, reason without will, either is an unhappy oombina- 
tioD. The two mast go together balanoiog each other. And to-day it is on the 
Frinoiplee of Politioal Jnd^ent, which I think will bo of some use to the young 
people goiiu; out into the world, in which politios are of suoh overwhelming import- 
anoe, that I wish to say a few words, indicative and illustrative, bat by no means 
ml^ustiTe. 

Great men have dealt with these two subjects, namely, hindranoes to good oitizen- 


IdolB as we might translate into Eogiisii— tne laois or tne maraec, ine luois oi w 
oave and the iaols of the theatre. It is always worthwhile to keep in tonoh with the 
two Fathers of political philosophy, Plato and Aristotle. Mr, Bryoe, was both 
F^foseor and statesman of the highest standing, has written a whole book on 
t^Hindranoee to Good CStizonship”. Ho analyses the power of money to demoorrtio 
Dolitios, of the press and of the various interests and how they ormte obs^lm in the 
twt of iDtegiity of public life. Toruing to Ww, there is the book ou ‘Bduoahoo 
and -Btndi of Sociology” by tho philosopher, Horbett Spenoer, who odmoi^ Ml 
thrrtBrindlooe^oh Mloar an«f distort pnt judgments. May . not tto fiihaoil 
SoleoM Deparlmento of our UniTorslties take up this hue of enquiry with 
to Indtan ud conditions and analyse the impedimente that we. oneoMter ^tii m 


ta?r«rlMlife"tU tove n’St Sim&si;iid-othor factor, ritiatod ^ 

Tn% Md tod proKribed it? .The appeiJ to V ;i«tT; 

ai. »• •»!»» 
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1 do not want to touch any other anoiente (Laughter) ; it Is only with my own 
UDoients that In these days of commanaltsm 1 can take some Olial liberty— and he 
wee idling me that our ancients know oTory thing and it was only we, their modern 
descendants, that were rotten to the core, wretched, weak, disunited and demoralised. 
According to him, our ancients knew ererything except how to produce a decent 
posterity. (Load laughter). Shall we accept the old, necanse it is old, adopt the latest 
necanse it is the latest, or should we treat each idea and prescription on its merits 
and adopt or reject according as it suits or does not suit us ? 

And what is meant hy .‘suits* us ? Suits to preserve our ancient culture, to revive 
it and give it fresh currency In this new world or suits to make us a strong and 
powerfnl people prepared for the tasks of the present and the future ? - VTbat again 
18 meant ey ‘ns* ? Hindus only ? Or an India in which the Hindus and Mnssalmans 
and Christians and Parsees will all be Indians first, Indians next and Indian always 
and all throngh ? Thus yon see how points of view have to be taken into account ; 
how evalution proceeds on the basis of the policies we adopt. Does this not* show that 
several of the slogans and sutras of our politioal life can only bo relatively true- 
true from certain points of view or for . certain parposes, the importance and 
adequacy of which have also to be determined separately ? All around ns, to use 
Plato’s expression, there are oaves, and theatres, and markets, which the sensible man 
ahonid be oarefnl to avoid ? 

Sake the term “National Edneation**. Which nation's ? The Hindu nation’s or the 
Muslim or the Christians ? Has it or has it not a revivalistic flavour ? And can we 
unite onr people on the basis of a revival of the past ? ^as not the past divided 
ns ? If there is a chance of real unity between all the classes and oommnnities in 
the country, aye the castes too, can we secure it by going tMiok to ancient cultures 
and customs ? Or will it be by evolving a future kx which the ancientries of eaoh 
and all of ns would be duly modified and sub-ordinated to the requirements of an 
Indian India ? Supposing in place of National education, we employ the term 
‘Nationalistic Eduoatioo*, will it make a difference, emphasising a futurist outlook ? And 
agUQ will it help if one people, namely say the Hindus, adopt the forward-looking 
policy while others in their religious or other zeal, adopt the backward looking 

^ 7 Shall we not test the political ideas recommended in this and other ways? 
ilso adjust action to the bounds of the feasible and the possible? 


I^t me get away from what yon 'may regard as side glanoee at onrrent 
iasnee. As Seeley has said— History is past politics ; and politics is present 
history. Therefore, the larger factors that have moulded history might help us. 
if we can grasp them aright, to form helpful judgments in pOlitios. Thinkers have 
believed in a eoience of history. And there have been written a number of Inter- 
pretations of History, dealing with the great, the fundamental causes that have moulded 
the destinies of race». It is impossible to deal with all of them here or even 
with any one of them in detail. I can only touch and go. John Morley has said 
that the two- most powerful and abiding factors have been religion and economios. 
One deals with the soul and the other with the stomach. And both are perennial 
influences. But has religion been the same potent force in ail oommnnities and 
eonntries ? What is its power amongst the Hindus, the Mussalmans and the rest 
in India ? Why is it that some religions are more tolerant than others ? Some 
vaUgionB are aggressive ; some are widely indulgent ? As regards economios, we 
know in a general way that poor people, if they are powerful, plunder rich people 
if they are powerless. Poverty gives a motive for invasion. But withont power, 
tiotory cannot be won. And what is It that gives power to races ? Is not power, 
even withont poverty, an incentive for aggression ? Do races ever have enough ? 
And are we trying to Cultivate the faculties aod activities that lead to racial 
power ? Whion has the more potent iofluenoe in the Europe today, religion or 
sioe and eoonomioa ?— race for political purposes beiog defined not as the 

anthropological race, which will make the Germans aod us, for instance, one 
pedple, bnt Jingahitio. which seems to be the most powerful factor. Have not race 
and economics in a large measure superseded religion as a factor in the development 
of StiUeB in the modem world ? And what exactly ie onr situation in this 
mpnpt ? biologioal interpretation stresses the importance of race, of instinct 
ano w, and the single for exlateiioe and the enrvival of the fittest Some 
IMoifans have held that rthe downfall of Greeoe and Rome was duo to the 
dnfenmoy prodnood by maiaria. The mosquito is thus a factor in history I 
WMb hift been written on degeneration, individual and racial. la not one at^n 
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dtSBosnttion Hie inoepaoH; to transtote ideas, whidhi are easily aeqnired, iato 
Mtion And oondaot ? The ethical interpretation holdh that good always snooeeda. 
Bat in the argoment. it eqaates good the qualities that lead to aucceaa, and very 
B(«rly tranarorma itself into the proposition, not that good prevaila, hat that 
what preTails ia good. And yet, howaTer we define virtoe and good, nnlesa they 
conaeire and promote power, permanent suooeaa and , sarrival will not be possible. 
One of the eternal problems of life is bow to correlate troth, power and goodness. 
Politics, not being a field of abstract doctrines anU dogmas, compromises, oonserea- 
tire and promotWe of power, are necessary, and that extent troth and goodness 
most make themselves flexible and elastic. And they do too to the aocoopaniment 
of commentaries and explanations. There is a school of thought in oar ocontry 
which does not believe in straggle, and competition, neoesssrily involving aggression 
and snffering. They would like to see the historical prooeaa of atroggle abolira and 
the millennial 'process of complete peace and non-violence eatablished aa the rate of 
the nniverae or at any rate of India. Is this realisable ? I have already referred to 
those who wish to blot oot the UniversitieB and atop this exploitation of nature, 
which carries with it the exploitation of the weaker man. Baokle is the answer 
to tfaia In this great book he has shown that the moral oondnot of men and races 
remains abont the same from age to age and (hat therefore the key to progr^, 
whioh 18 more rapid than moral evolution, oannot be found in ethical changes. It la 
in intolleotoiJ progress that you must find the key to all the tremendous changM 
that have taken plaoe. Intellectnal progress in scienoa and in Applied wtenoe is 
responsible for the rise of nations. loteHectoal sterility leads to downfall, wt 
again suppose the intelleot is oouplod with a strong will. It may give light for 
other people to walk by. Will it enable you to walk 

Elan vitw an acquirable faoalty ? What a welter the world is. We are tiulnng of 

human brotherhood and Mahatma Gandhi has most sablimely illustrated it by the 

Harijan uplift movement. (Applause). But in Germany the . 

peraeottted and in the British Ooloniea, Indiana wntinue to ^ treated » 

fa Mann an episode of Hindu history or is he the eternal M Adam 

who oan never be left out of aocount ? I trust that this digression 

field of interpretations of history so extremel^r sketchy and inoomplete, will give you 

an idea of the modes of testing current policies. 

In India there are at present three or four idrolo^es, all of wbi^ VrlsJu 
■Hention You must determine for yourselves which you will ^opt and by whi^ 
yon will* be guided. Firstly, the Capitalistic idea. But 

;^iilation of tl^e riffhts of property within limits. As Lord SateburT onoe put it 
“tn a sense we are all sooiallets now” and have been so for at least a 
t£ priSS^J of toaHoD. proteouon «iwQ to laboar, old 
BoeisliBtio economies have been liberally introduced. SeMudly, 

Svarvinx deerees of radioalism. The oommunists are for 

Sex oannot be abolished, but only regulated. uiiwia ;« manv 

There is a third voice .in India the OTSv“a’'MW ^pe oi 

respects. Mahatma Gandhi tries ^ non-violence and truth. As deduotion 

society, based on the two - iroUoies— abolition of the police, abolition of 

from non-violence, we have the following p^Uoies awiiwu ^ ^ ^ 

the military and a State with ^gards as truth combing with 

barraoks ; and a school wittout ® Ftam which is to%e self-supporting and which 
noB-violenoe, we have an bfe the introduction to the self-opntamed 

will inculcate the virtues of nationS economy. His rufsl reoons- 

villaae and to a non-oompetive, non agg , nroduction— all these are inten- 

truotioa scheme— what Mr. anderstand nation, but a pew ao ^ y. 

dad not so muoh to create a new ntfion, «» we “ doctrine le 

Bat as 1 said before m the M pontioe, non-violenoe sop^rta toe 

M“'cSs-s? tf ■“ “» *“'• 
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Jawahirlal Nehra, whobd dootri&eB are tbe opposite of those that emanate from 
Wardha, as the Qudrman. Nor is troth averse to ooalitional bargains sooh as have 
Qharaoteriaed ordinary oppositions and parties. ... 

I mention these things merely as sohjeots for serioos refleotion. I hiiTe no options 
to dte on this occasion. F6r my pnipose is to make yon think. Nor would 1 
advise yon to decry a dootrine simply beoanse it oannot be immediately adopted whol^ 
81^ ana nnalloyed. A praotioal test is, Will it lead to sooh betterment as would 
compensate lor the saonfioe of its parity ? Mr. Komarappa’s views have been severe* 
Ijr mitloised by the yoittag Andhra economist, Mr. Narayana Prasad and others. But 
then, has any philosophic doctrine, any religion or philosophy, ever received pw- 
feot illnstratfon in this oantankerons world of ours ? As Shelley has put it, the 
white radianee of Eternity become impure and distorted as it comes tbrongh ue 
mainr coloured dome of homanity. Do we therefore deny the .presence and value 
of tfict/ eternal Light ? The other day a Oongress friend of mine in tbe Andhra 
Senate moved a resolution for organisiog a Unlverstity Training Oorps. And when 
he was asked how he reoonoiled this with his dogma of non-violenoe, he oleverly 
reidied : *As individuals we believe in non-violenoe but not' as Qovernmenw* 
(Langhter). 3>oe, it has sometimes been said that the meek shall inherit the earth. 
I ask how far below the enrfaoe. (Loud isnghter). The Madras Premier also aooepts 
tbe principle of foroe in govornmente and is not afraid to illustrate his present faith 
by lotion. It is no reprosoh to him that politios inevitably functions at average 
human level and will not ascend flaming into high heavens however much we provide 
It With doctrinaire wings which fail to flap in our heavy atmosphere. 


But this mueh must bo ssfd in wholehearted admiration of this latest gospel 
of human salvation. It forms a single logical philosophy of life, wellrknit and 
inter-related In all its parts. If we honestly and sincerely adopt that philosophy 
of Kie^ should we not leeolntely carry out its corollsries ? Or uionld we say that 
beeauae the corollaries appear to be impoesible of operation, therefore, the 
philoso|diy mast be njeotod or modified 7 Let ns at any rate ezamioe the 
poitulatea on which restc this noble philosophy and gospel for all nations, or 
rather lor a hnmanlte nationlesa and pcffhaps stateless. In saying this, I want my 
friends to realise that I am giving a place to the most remarkeble genius that 
India now poasesaes along side of some of the greatest lights and leaders of man- 
kind, all of whom have wea mystics and all or whom had Introdnoed an element 
of pteoe, eweetnesa mod grace into life’s tempeetuous relations. Have not ’'oar 
hopeless hands been olingiog to their croec of hope When I went njp to 
Oambridge, the first thing 1 was asked to do was to write an ISsasy on Ideal 
States from Plato’s Biqinblje down to Mr. H. 0 Wells’s Utopiaa. In my essay I 
pdoted ont that Plato was very logical, that he said that the world ebonld be 
mled by flbiloBophers and he site laid down a doctribe in which I cordially 
coneuriud, vis., that philosophers should be speved all domesiie eares and worries 
(fospAlar) without however being obliged to lead the miserable life of bachelors, 
(fimmoed tavghter)^ and inggeated a compromise on eommnnistio lines. Plato 
. atari! with hit Ideal speonlatively formed and dedocea from it institutional 
eonseqnencm. fl. 0. Wella reverses the prooesc and imsginea a futnre which will 
be enated. not by moral ideals desoending on the earth, bat by the present 
opetative iorees rwebiog their logiesl oulnusation. I told my Tutor that william 
Mocfis appeared to me to be tbe beet of all. beeanae by the very title of his book 
’’Newa from Nowhere^, he had frankly and honeatly admitted that ideal States were 
not poeaible of mallaatlon. (LotipAtor). 

What then Is th^laoe of mystic idealism in polities ? It has certainly a 
placi in individaal life, a big place. But has It an equal plsoe in racial and 
national T Martysdom m.inoividuals Is r^;arded as a sablime aaerifioe^ ever to be 
voaerated. Bat oouMt^ fra piesoribe martyrdom to whole rabes and astions f 
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did ? True, exploitation of nature leads to the exploitation of man, Let 
iiluftrate. Oil is of sp^ial importance. 8o the powers want to acquire the oil 
nmos of the world by depriring the weaker races of such oil fields as they possess 
want iron. Therefore they must conquer the conntries where there are ores* 
They want rubber. Therefore, they ens'axe Africa. Thus, exploitation of nature! 
innooent as it ouebt to be, has undoubtedly led to the slarery of the weaker people. 
When we think of all this ghastliness, it does seem to ns that the simple life 
would be a solution, provided it could be practised without danger of subingation 
and ultimate extinction. 

What is the object of our nationalism ? Is it >o strengthen India as a nation 
or is it to create a new type of society in Indis, which would lead the way to a 
world renoration ? Have not these two ideas got mixed up in our country at the 
present time ? And have not persons who voted as nationalists been wrongly and 
by way of confusion of thought been regarded as adherents of this philosophy of 
life and its deductions ? (Cheers). Patriotism and nationalism are the very life and 
atmosphere of Germany, of England, Japan and other conntries. But these partionlar 
reconstructions of society and State are not thought of anywhere except in India. 
We recommended these particular ways of social and racial salvation to Abyssinia, 
to China, to Czecho-alovakia, to the Spaniards and to the Arabs in Palestine. But 
it does no appear as though any of them listened to us in the least or ever would. 
Shall we then say that these are the special seqnirementa of India only f And 
will India thus rendered unique be able to hold her own T 

There are three methods of evaluation of poHtioel ideas, which we soimhow mix 
up in our country. There is the speoulative method. An idea is good in the abstract ; 
therefore let us try to institutionalise it immediately. As an aspiration it has a 
value. As a leaven and an infiaenoe, it has a value. But if it made us unique and 
weak, it will have value only as an example to be avoided. Speoulation may take 
another aspect, namely, revival of an impossible past. It is easy to appeal to 
masses on tuu basis of ancientry, of national this and of national that, meaning the 
primitive this and the primordial that. I understand that some people are trying to 
solve the question of school bnildings by saying that bolding olassra under trees is a 
national way of housing classes. 1 do not mind holdings classes under a mango tree, 
if vou are not anxions to see the mangoes there. (lAughter). Sorely open air 
schools can be recommended on modern grounds without dragging m ancientry. Can 
w^B carry anoientism further and say that it won d bea hne tribute to onr still 
more primordial ancestors if wo all take to dwelling in trees and tons solve the 
housing OToblem ? (Loud laughter) The most practioal methods are the historical. 
* ^ been the process of history so far? Shall we adjust ourselves to that or 


What 


shall we trv to hold up history or reserve the engines/ . .l u- t i 

But if there is a contradiction between the moral ideal and the historical pn^ess, 

OUl II. tuoio la w anhitkva A ntkvr An/I hiffhAr 
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At» all Uia deoMioraoiM on one aide aad are idl totalitarian atatoa on the <mj»oalte ? 
la Boaiia a denooraoy ? Wbaa it not till the other d«r In open allianoe with 
Iranoe ? Are not intematioiial aniaooea biaed more on mtereet than on any other 
eonaideration ? Poland bu been nnder a dietatorahip all theae yeara. And yet till 
the Oaedio-8lo?akian looident, it waa an ally of France. There may be eoam tmth 
in thia battle of H^raolea*, but ia It the whole . troth ? la it not to the latereat of 
Ffanoe. eapitaliatio and nationaliatlo* to be ia allianoe with Bnaaia, oommnniatioy 
natkmaiiatio, In order to meet the German menace ? la there not farther the fallacy 
el thtuking that all the aaffering natioaa are demoeraoiea and the aggreaeiTe once 
iion*demoointio ? Ia China a democracy ? Haa it not been nnder the goremment of 
a partjpy the Kaomintang ? Are all the nader*doga democrats ? Some people appear 
to be iDolInd to think that erery oppreaaed nation ia a democracy and erery oppressor, 
non-demoeiaoy, aa though demoeraoiea do not know how to oppress, thongh we in 
India do not know that the British democracy oan be oppreasire. When we are told 
that our fr«Nitiera are not now at the Khf ber Pass bat in China, on the Bbro, in 
Oaeoho-Blovakia, and on the Jordon and dl aorta of ontlandish places, I aometimes 
wonder whether, onknown to onraelf ea, onr Capital haa already bemi ahiM to 
Moaoow. (Load laii^her) 

Bnt thinking intematiottally If a method of pditioa which is indispensable. It will 
save na from ancientry, the arobaio and the obsolete and nnhistorioal approaches to 
problcttM. It will keep na modern, e task whieh fa by no mesne assy in India. 


Aa 1 bsfa said, the great tuk of India is the bringing abont of a syntheals be- 
tween the ided tad the historical, between the eatentiaii of oar racid oaltarea sod 
the reqniremanta ef a modem or a fntnriat Indian India. If the paat eanaot give 
no a common gronad we moat ooatrifa to aeonre a fntnre that will Fdriharmora, 
remedRea which are not perfeotle good. may not be rejected if they are of some Tdoe 
here and now. Bemediee are of three typee, paliiatife, preeeatiTe and oarativa. While 
hadth and hygina ahonld he onr nuun pnranit, remodtea may not be ignorad so bog 
aa we am snbieot to ilia Amoogat thaw aott of ayntheois or of mmedy, tho most 
laaportaDt fo the Hiado-Mnalim ueation. It ia the dearest wish and prayer of my 
heart that Mahatma Oandhi, the einoereet ambaaeader of Bindn-Mndim naity, will bo 
abb to bring abont oonoord and nniqn in ttio mry near fntnm ao aa to make a 
aationd atale in India poaaibla. (Boar, bear). 


We am often told that we most preeerre onr onltare. What then is the mlatioa 
between power and onltare ? It aeems to me that onltaye witbont power is like a 
lamp witnont oil (Cheers). It wiil flare up tor a moamat and die onr. Here ia a 
quotation from a recent apeeoh of Dr. Babiadranath Xagam who puts it with hb 
nsoalpower and point : 

cannot go on blindly tollowing tho adTieo of the so-oalled friends of onr 
oonntry and bt them ezpbit onr reaonroea for (bamaoWea. We need to keep pace 
with the march of time sad speoidJy reqniro indnatrid entei prise and aoientiflo 
onltare. The days of courting, poforty and pliqpi^ the name of apiritoaliam ham 
gone tor oner and we moat realise that, howerer great onr otailisatioa might be, it 
will oramhb to. dost unJeaa we bane adeqoato power to maintain it.” 

This u the reason, namely, attainment o£ power, why 1 have been iMlmring the 
Congmaa to enter the Federation and guide the deettadee of onr eonatry. Ihe Coogreae 
fa in power in the majority of Indian Frorinooa. No GoTarnor-Oenerd dam ignore the 
OoDgreasmen in the Central Legiabtare. 1 am perfectly certain that no Federd Ministry 
worth the name oonld. be toraara withent a predominant mpreaontation or an adeqnata 
raproatntatioo of Congreasiiiem I do not know why my Oongredk friendg feel dimonlt 
or do not accept tho odds snofa as they am, with snffioient aoif-oonfldonei and Aster- 
mfaatlon. Their toAwaee will be far greater than what magr h* represented oy their 
numbers, beeanae they im a power in the oonntra, and ajpoirer In the Proeineea. . And 
they oanaet be mbgatefl to a position of ina%nilloaDoe InHha Central Oofemmatft It 
wcnld be a day of pride end bt deep gratifioation to me and gbry to the eoimtry-*! 
aey this in spite of diftorenoes— if aooompliehed gentlemen of die type of Mr. Cl 
BajagjHMda<diirtar--BOt that thwe are not eqndly oapablo men in other Pmyinow 
OLaa^ter and Gbe6rs>^-nm oattaroned in plioea from whioh they oan shape the 
deatioiea net of a aiogb proflnoe memly cat the entire oonntry and gim onr mothor- 
land a bigger ataoding in the ipternattond world, irrespeotifo of Party. I am sore 
the good wtohea of all will be with the Coagraeo, for they oan aeoam the oonqnest of 
power from Eoglaad, ita traastomnoe from tho British into Indian hands, battac 
probably than their politbal rifids In India. 
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and with oo^traotive parpose. Without vij^ilanoe, any party will degenerate. A party 
which resenlB onticism is on the high road to become a deaSly superstition. Secondly, 
moderation In the exercise of power. That is the spirit of constitutionalism which 
prevents perversions oyer- taking constitutions. Thirdly, consideration for those who 
have been displMed from power. This is the great code of honour of European 
politics in general and of English politics in particular. You never see a Prime 
Minister of England treat the leaders of the Opposition as anything but equals. 
The consideration, the honour shown to them, is one of the factors that has 
contributed to the charm and sweetness and harmony of English public life. Without 
such considoration, there would develop a spirit of civil war which will weaken the 
State, both for purposes of internal good and safety for external attacks. These 
safeguards are not intended merely as exercises in sentimental philanthropy ; they 
are to be practised for the sake of the healthy growth of political tradition and the 
stability of constitutions. 

^ I would add just two more sentiments before I conclude. Let us not bo narrow- 
minded in our political views and thoughts. We must not treat those who do not 
agree with us as though they are Mlechchas, and while removing social untouchability 
inflict political untouchability. Let us credit every one of our people with patriotic 
motives and objects however much their policies and methods differ from those 
which we consider the true ones and the right ones. As a matter of fact, did we 
not the' other day go into deep, sincere mourning over the death of Ecmal Pasha, 
the great Ata Turk, instinctively thereby recognising that all patriotic excellence has 
not been caste in one mould or is made to flow in one direction, but that there are 
other types also that are patriotic, nationalistic, efficient, capable of raising fallon 
countries into a new vitality, without adopting either our speoiai philosophies or a 
revivaliAto tendency ? Certainly the Ata Turk did not illustrate, preacli or 
exemplify any of the doctrines which are now so curreni in our country and which 
have bemme mixed up with nationalism. Ho was a stern reformer, who over looked 
forward and upward, never backward. There was no question with him of reviving 
ancient Turkish customs, which ho ruthlessly abolished. The Arabic script was 
changed and the Bomau substituted, la regard to that most difficult and delicate of 


person wno was ueuiruMWJu w — o. p 

and in order to save the Turks from subjection to foreign powers. Japan also has 
iMW ftm" io its materUl aspectr while romaimog true to Japaa in soil 

and spirit Wiis is a lesson which I trust will not bo lost on my 
oountrymon. 

Nose of 08 need go about, as Uiough we have established a monopoly of virtuo 
for ooraolroa. dividing tbo people, so to speak, mto castes and outcastes, and lofnsing 
to esh^ tte tenSit of a ohnritable judgment to those who, in our now, are hetero- 

ts|!s .s 

with 


strai^ ia our publio life, for the sake of our country. 


ooa OONVOCHTION ADDSESBfiS [ BTDnmft» 

TIm OimanUi UmTWsity CoiiTOcatioii 

Hw falkmimi k dM text of tha tdditeH' daUToed baMr.d.R 4 AtAk, Yka* 
CSuttbeliori Aodnift UDlnnity at tha aonaid Ooa?ocatioii of the Ounihiia Umfenlty 
ImU at B^evabad ia the jaar 1»A7-Falii (19^ 

Hydaiaftiad oooapias a moat important .plaoa in the oaltaral, tbo o^oiali and tha 
politSeal hiatory of India mora aapaoially In relation to tha Andhra Mpla. Until 
tha ffioUa fortnne of Uatory bronghi abont the aepahition, tha Ceded Qletridta and 
the Northam Oiroara were a part of this Dominion ; and if they had oon^nned to ba 
atm a part, Hyderabad would naTO bean almost oomple^ly and at any rata In i^a- 
atlo predominanoe an Andhra State. Btan today Telingana forma a in||or pmon 
of the Dominion and the Andhraa the majority of the oitisena owing aamed and 
loyal aDegianoe to His Exalted Highnasa. Iha aonroep of the Andhra History are 
now withih yonr frontiara. Warangai was the oapital to Eakatiya dynasty and it 
was the. watershed from which thm streams of history have flown^ the great Empire 
of Tijianagar, the Baddy Sj^om of Eondivadn and Bqahihnndry, and the Yelema 
States. In literary history Waraiu^ remains immortal as the aoene of the gmt 
poet Fothiuiia’s translation of the Hhagwat Parana. 

Hyderabad has justified its pride of premier position by the progress ithae achieved. 
It is not a mere imitation of the British Bai or other Western models. It is a. 
Swadeahl prodnot^oonstitntional Ehaddar if yon like, woyen by Indian hands, 
fabhioned by Indian History and Indian gOnins, and shot with the oolonia and glory 
of Hlndn-llaalim oo-operation and fraternity. It ia a raoy prodnot rooted in onr 
soil and deriving its anstenanoe from that Hindn-Hnslim Unity oonoeived and promoted 

Ifoghnl Emperors, like Akbar the Great The history of Hyderabad is one 
In which ffindns and Mnslims oonld take eonal pride. Hindna have ooenpfed very 
high places in the administration of the Dominion, both dvil and Militvy. The 
armies that fought for its Integrity were largely oompospd of Hindus and more es- 
pecially, If I may be permitted to say it, Andhras : and Beddies. Hinds :tamples 
have received fall protection and patronage and it is general knowledge tint some 
of tiie liiaams paid devotion .to Hindn Sanyasis as to their own holy men. 

The Dominion ooonpies the heart of India. It is from certain points of view the 
heart of India, something higher than a mere geographical centre. It has. evolved a 
new ci^lization, which might properly be oailea Dakkani civilization, and in lat^ years 
His Exalted Highness* Government have spent enormous .amoonts for tbue PMer- 
vation of the glorioiu Buddhist vestiges and sovereign trinmphs of art, ifhibh are 
the wonder bt the world,— Ajanta and Eilora, rook-out teasples decorated with tha 
most delicately drawn frescoes inside, the rbok-batting typifying the strength of 
giants and the engloMring skill of supermen and the frescoes the infinite! and deli- 
osta grace of the Divine feminine in human civilization. 

In tracing the lineaments of this Dakkani oivilization, symbolic of what the heart 
of India brould have achieved had it not suffered arrest and diversion, I may {be per* 
mitted to mention the special affinities between the Muslims, and the Anffiiras. 
Arohiteoture and Art took a synthetic turn and even religion did . , not escape fbk 
process of this higher synthesis. Pothuluri Veerabrahmam, who caught the Islamie 
Mirit of Monotheism and its social democracy, fiercely denounced caste among the 
Hindns— *Wbat caste shall I describe myself as belonging to these worldly, men 
and fools ? My caste is co-extensive with Universe.’^ The Mahal at Chandraglri 
situStbd about w miles front my native place of Ghittoor, reveals the iuflnenoe of 

linhamntadan architecture. I am told that tha corridor of Ibrahim IPs tomb at 

Bijapur is essentialk Hindu in style. ^ ^ 

AddanU Gangadnara Havi dedicated Ms TapH Samvarana Upakfanam to Ibraliim 

Kutnbshah of Golconda and, in his description of the Oeurt of Ibrabimt be ibfers 
not merely to the ambassadors of the Gajapathi and Narapathl Moharehs, but to ^e 
Pbeti verapd in the eight languages and to the Pandits who were authorities In ihe 
Vedas, Saatras and Poranas; Ibrahim becomes in tdagn MuXk Ibha Bam and he is 
desoribed as. being very fond of listening to the Epics and Legends of Hindu Indig. 
It is of peonliarinterest to note that the first poem written in pure Tolugu, without 
mr a^xtuie of Sanskrit or derivatives from Sanskrit namely YauaU Okaritrst 
is dedlealcd by its author Ponnigautl Telganna to Amir Khan, an officer of Ifarihim 
WaiiA Reddy, the lamous poet and author of **5/10(1 Chakravarth% 
Ckoitfa,” deaoribei himself as haviqg visited the Court of Ibrahim Hulk by iivita- 



0 It that its integritj and historic personality are maintaioed and promoted, 
old want the people of this Dominion bonnd in matnal love and in oommon 


their owa> right, whioh will carry its message of hope to All India and evoke echoes 
0 ^ admiration from the world outside. 

The Dominion has a great mission to fulfil in justice to its own history as well as 
the future of, India. It is the custodian of the Moghul tradition of Hindu*Mnslim 
IJnity and tneir partnership in the secular field of citizenship. The greatmt 
safeguard of a constitution is not its form, but the identity of interests between the 
Bnlers and the Baled and their devotion to the good of the State and its progress 
and strength, for a progress which, does not increase the strength of the race » aj 
progress- but a disease leading to decay and degeneration. The mirror of Hyderabad 
must refieot the ’light of Akbar the Great all over India. _ , , . , , ,, 

Already thrbngh the Arohaeologioal ' Department the Dominion has done sublime 
service to ancient Art and Sculpture and has acguired an international status as a 
guiE^iaa of Indian culture. . a « » u. 

I expect Hyderabad to be a firm promoter of University education in all its 
Departments. It is to me ‘as to all Educationists a matter of the deepest gratinoatioa 
that the Osmania University, which has struck an independent line of its own ud 
' had added a new note of ImpreesWe grandear to our ewtem of Unwereity e dno^n 
has been a success, in which not merely Hyderabad but toe 
could take legitimate pride. A^ an Andhr^ 1 may be 

its location bears a Telugu name “Anhika Metta^ meaning too 
supreme height, whilst the capital of the Dominion iteelf is in theTdinmma; jjjd we- 
Andhras are proud that we are the location for all the metropolitan activities of this 

*”a?ehW credit for the organisation of the ,Pf gP, J 

oourageons originality belongs, if I may recall a historical fact 
kno^5te, to my'Bight’H^ friend S r Akbar Hydan and I trwt ihBXji ww t 
be rw«d^' a sign of ranity and that most incurable of aU vanitlea-seidle 
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if I recall how 1 wai cooenlted hj Mr. Hydari as he then waa, freqaeatly 
duriiig the inception of the aoheme and more especially in regard to making Urdu 
the mediom of inatmotion, which I strongly supported. I remember the pride that 
Mr. Hydari took in* the Translation Department whioh be instituted and the way he 
used to draw my attention to the wtous publications, and how I on mj part 
felt that whatwrer was possible in Urdu today would be equally pdesible in 
H^di, Telugn and every other Indian language the very next day and that therefore 
the Osmania University was making no local but an All-India ooutribution of the 
highest and most fundamental value to our culture. I have no doubt 'that this 
oruinality of ontiook, baeathing faith and confidence in the future of Indian languages 
and oulture. will actnaCe and is actuating the various departments organised here and 

' tioi 






The way in whioh this University is fostered by fits Exalted Highness and the 
^ivernment should be an object lesson to every person and to every Government 
in India. 

There is one point which 1 have for years felt to be one of the defects of Indian 
administration in general.* Women’s progress and women’s needs have not received 
the attention due. Their education, general, as well as special, such as Domestio 
Soienoes and Arts. &e extensive ornnization of separate hospitals for women and 
olu'ldreu and a widespread system of 'Women’s Toohnioal Schools for teaching, child- 


ohiidreu and i 
welfare and b: 


m of Women’s Toohnioal Schools for teaching, ohild- 
jalues of foods, soientifio cooking, dress making, laundr 5 N 


welfare and hygiene, first-aid. values of foods, soientifio oooxing, dress making, laundry, 
music and painting ; and in the higher oollegiate grades of Nuoatiou, Soienoes and 
application of Sciences required to make the home efficient, all these must be orga- 
nised ; and I would even recommend the organization of a speoial department lor 
these purposes. Unless for a half oentnry at least such a department is organized 
to function, the necessary motives and pressure for providing funds and promoting 
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In pride and fnUness of heart as an Educationist I beg to oongratniate the 
Sovereign, the Government and the Dominion on the sucoess achieved by the 
Osmania University. The band of young, accomplished and enthusiastic teachers 
composing the differtot faculties are a team which the greatest Educationists in 
India would be proud to captain. The researches accomplished and going on and 
the investigations in the theoretical and applied fields of Bcienoe inolnding Zoology, 


Physios, Ohsmistry and Oivil Engiueering and History augur not mersly an Afl- 
India but an International future for the Osmania. To be the first to recognize an 
Indian language as s fit medium for University culture and to have made the Uni- 
versity fonndM on that principle a centre of modern research, these are the aooom- 
pUibmente for whioh Inoia must be eternally grateful to the Dominion, 
prefund nationgl g ‘ 

Osmania University— the grandest oollege buildings known to India and memorable 
triumphs of Indisn mrohiteotnre— are designed with Akbaresqne imagination in a 
fiindn-Mnslim style, being an original and impressive combination of the Baraoeoio 
and the Ajanta models. They are a visual demonstration of what oonld be achieved 
by a hippy blend of the two oivilizations. 


I seem ts be csrryii^ ooals to Newosetla Yesterday at a Innoh I suggested that 
Hyderabad should do pioneer work in suoiber field by estidilishiog a domestic 
Boieooe Ooilqge of University grade teaobing upto B. 8o., (Honours) and the 
M J5o. standards. I was informed by Miss Pope and the Vioe-Ohanoellor that they 
had already a fully drawn up scheme which has been approved by the Faculty. If 
this College on really uptodate lines is estsblished, it will be a big institution, most 
useful ana also of soientifio and onltural value and the only one of its kind in 
Ihffia. 


Andent books desert no less sttention than ancient monuments. In 1927 I 
oifulsed an expedition of Pandits for oolleotion of Telugn msnnsoripts in the 
Dmninlon sod within a dhort time they brought back over 600 Fkimirab-ieaf books. 
Wlisiuss in tlw MS of an ancient monument people have to go to the locality 
whm it is Mtnaled in enjoy the sight, the books oan go where the people are and 
their zeaoh is laiger and more faeiie. I am happy to be able to say that Government 

Ik* TWiliHii* Bumb «f (he Oanii* UairanUy hn already derriiyad into a 
•■Mnl yaMonHeaa dryjawat. Tear B»>Tiea>(%aiwellor ia My aliT* to ^ «aaA 
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of bringing oat original treatises embodying tbe leotares delivered and the researches 
ooodooted. In a few years there will be books impregnated with the personality of 
the FaonlU MemberSi rich in literary qaalitlea and more attractive to the general 
reader ana the regular students than translations however good oan everbe. Then will 
Urdu resob the fruition of its potentialities as a medium of modern education and 
in reaching that status enable all the sister languages of India, by example and 
helping ba^d, to reach eq^ual heights of value and iirjnortanoe. 

There liiure certain fields of modern sofentifio rese^h-^pure and applied--whioh 
are in m^ opinion possible only for the Osmania University to organize in view of 

the heavy finances involved. Only the generous and enlightened Government of 

His halted Highness can find the moneys reo aired and that moral enthusiasm. For 
instance, a laboratory for Atomic Physios. It such institutes are establish^ the 
Osmania University will even now and immediately become an All-India at^aotion to 
researchers in science and applied sciedce, the Nalanda of modern Mientifio oulrare. 
When we release how discoveries in Agriculture and applied Chemistry nave 
redounded to the fabulous prosperity of Western countries and how the field of 
developments in this direction is by no means exhausted and nature still calls for 
exploitation the oontribution that the Dominion oan .make to the oultural standing 
ana the material progress of the country appears to be boundless in 

I would^like to say one word before passing on to address the gr^uates more 

directly. It is not enough that the Dominion should cast an eye of kindly 
love and benevolence of the Andhra University, Even unions 9^ 
grace of love has to be institutionalised in marriage m 

havoc on society. So also the present gracious contact between Hia Exalted Highness 
Dominion and the Andhra Desa will have to be given an ™ 

cultural field— the one field whore no contentions are possible and ^“*5 
and identity of interests so naturally jjrevail. fbS 

problem to be solved; but I do not despair of asoluhon. ^e must 
broket threads of history and restore unity of spirit. To mention a 
if in tte matter of Sanskrit and Telugu publicatwns to be brought out W 
Government the agency of the Andhra Is invoked, it will be readily accepted as 
duty pod honour. ^ , . 

ofaduates and students, I heartily ooDgratulate you on 
obtifined, which mark. I believe, a high standard of 

which vou oufiht to feel deeply devoted to the munificent patronage or ois n^miea 
Htehnig I hope going thIoVgh a college and graduating will not B I you with an 
indae sense of sdf-importanoe, Keeerenoo to year elders 'J * 
oannot dispense with so easily or so soon in yo" oareer^ As an ^gl«h writer of 

fSfTtt? iSj’“ "til!' ^ 


disoiDlined faculties by which new aiBooy»ric» 

sithations are adequately faced. Enthusiasm 

faitB and the test of realities is mere froth which betrays 


lUAWIVV WW 

shallowness of the soul, 
have seized some of the 


iutsideT A sense of modesty Is xnore onen a V oWmif that 

aasertivenm and dogmatism. J^cratw wM JJ^^^^Tike the eophists. Owiw to 
he was only a lover of w deep knowledge and wisdom, 

Sur5i'8SliS> «SS*^^ " .&.«»* 


bn Tolf 
within, ■■ • 
dowly Umb 
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zrrzr r^- 9^ force at the inspiration of their policies, Britain 

Jj®* ’•“? democracy, not by words bnt by. deeds . and 

weld- tae^Wi the difflsrsnt dominions inta a nnity on the basis of derotion to these 
lif-hgMt, i^ern^ional decency and Jnstiee demand. the establishment of 
Qinm in India. The mont nraent problem is ‘to work oat a federation 
in Unes of the GoTernment of India Act but on lines which .wiii lbster any 
lal unity among the different commanities and between profinees and 

. . / 

When ^was a indent nearly thirty years ago, we oad a great faith in the ideiAa' 
of aeienoe and ednpaUen, demooraoy and peaoa. With the growth of aoienoeiws 
tnongbt pain wonid be oonqaered ; with the spread* of edaoatioh and: enlightBnmeiit, 
we imagined that we wonld bani$h igaoraaoe and saperstition: with the ertension 
of demnoratio institatioas .we hoped that we would remove i^l ii^astioe and move 
towards an mthly paradise : with the increase of hamanitarian sentimeam we thought 
wara wonld be abolishedi We believed that we oonld use iotelligenoe in par dealings 
with physical enviroameot, onr social institutions and oar inmost selves : we, assured 
that it was all a question of teohnology or engineering like control of floods or im^ 
provement of commnnioations. Soience has increased in its range and soppe, eduoatioh 
has spread widely bat we are not so snre to*day that life is richer' or the fnth'fe 
brig^er. 

failure of those intellectaal devices to improve our social relations has brought 
disap^intment to the human soul. We find that the creation of ideal hnman relations 
is a niffefOnt problem from the mastei'y of natnrO. The problem of living has 'become 
mnob mqre oomplioated and thh mood m which we have to face it is not that of the 
sel&CQmplaoeM latelleotjaal. If mankind finds itself 'in a mass, if things which should' 
contribntp to humanity’s wealth have become an occasion for failing, it is beoanse' 
omc oonoeptions of life are superfibial. Human nature ts not a matter of surfades hat 
of strata, of external experienoes, of reileotive consbionsness, of moral and aesthetio 
appreimnsion of religions insight Every stratum has its own life. We have diseases 
of theaio^y 0^ mind. If cold and catarrh are illnesses of pbysioaf nature, 

if erfpn, prejudice and falsehood are defects of oat mind, lust, anget and jealousy are 
deforihations of onr healrt However much we may prof;ress in the conquest of hatnral 
forbes or in the control of pooial iojastides,^ a very important part of the hnmaii' 
problem ^ill oonsipt in 'the dispipllning of our ' wayward desires and the 
aoliievement of an- attitude of "poise towards the 'inevitable- limitations of 
finite, exlstenoe. 



in this city you feel the unseen 'presence of sages and saintswho rose from time to 
eternity, ana fashioned the destiny of a race. When your ^ce Chancellor started 
the idea of a Hindu University, there were many, who thought that he was eoWriag 
into eontroversial regions aud it would be .diflicult to^wye the students the esseoilals 
of the Hindu faith, in a non-sectarian manner. The difficulty of Hinduism, ;M Of 
other nlwoni. hu been the emphaeto od the ipBigPificent- 
eesoai mf 
devotion 

epirit an<i_ ^ . 

life 


cOnaoiousneBS. He alone is awate that there is a universe, inat i 
a destiny. He feels most fiercely the sdj-entnre ffl 
si^tT of doom or ddivershce. Religion sppesla to tlu lewsri 
hn i!m ” with this world. It is. the core sod oeotieof hiL 

ho hss no tr^mo wiw ^ derelop 


has a, Instory and baa 
awaYpoeps, tM possibl 

bdng in whiSh'hp strives lo 'to-'«ithdraw^'"oar bouTs from the flux of 

bumility is bov la ddtil. 
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'‘XIm ttatatcmn^ oonthivlto el Hindu dvttlMtkM bann witMW to Iti ritaUlj. 
Xho fitnflta e( s liVing otguiui to to bo meMorad Iw ito oowac to aong off tlw 
iraate aaom wliidi wonM pMaaot Itt pcwar lonatiooibK. Voan it laito to do thto, 
it oaMaa to bo oraotira. it to taallg daad, • Mipw. TIm moot nigant qnaotioa 
for Hindn Boatoty to-4ay M whathar tt haa life anoogh in it to jfanoiiie tho 
obatniotiona within ito two organtom. If wa try to, aml^ tha pieanf aoaial atmo- 
tim>if ■ era atriao to dotead the aaparatiat tandanaiaa of aaata and ^ diaabiliUaa of 
tha Untonefaablaa, wa will be dialoyal to the apirit of Hindotom. Va eanot deland 
ta ttoiiitt order of things sad prtise Qod. Fsith in the one sapreme mesns that 
wsb His off-spring, are of one body, of one flesh— the Brahmin and the Harijsn, the 
Uaek, the yellow and tfie white whose prayers go npto one God nnder different 
names. It Is onr own flesh that is torn when the shell explodes, that ie piereed by 
the thirsting bayonet The dignity of the indiridnal who Is the lamp of spirit 
beoome the paramonnt eonsideration. if society is to surfire. I hare no doubt that 
when the world gets together and when a creatire eommonwealth is projeoted, India 
would be called upon to supply an indispensable part of its design for Uring# 

'*Men, as we And them, howerer, are artificial products. We are made one way 
and society remakes ns in another way. ' Our relationship with fellow-beings hare 
become unnatural and artificial. We are made to feel, not that we are human but 
that we are Hindu or Muslim, French or German, Jew or Gentle. Onr barbarous 
laws and institutions seduce us from onr natural feelings of sympathy and fellowship. 
Fear, suspicion and resentment arise and wars which become each year more des- 
tructise are waged for the glory of the national abstractions of race and nation, 
class and creed. The world cannot permanently organise its life in an unjust and 
unnatural way without reaping chaos and conflict. The root cause of our present 
trouble is an independent world worked on a particularist tesis. If moral principles 
arc net at naught, if we are not faithful to the instinct of the common man, nemesis 
will ofertake us. 

*^he world has seen a number of civilisations on which the dust of ages haa 
settled. The jungle has conquered their great centres and jackals howl there in the 
moonlight. The spade of the Archaeologist uncovers for us dead cities that maj 
behold m them our pride and our shame. We are assured that whatever mapr be the 
changes and developments, the solid structure of Western civilisation was itself en- 
during and permanent, but we now see how apallingly insecure it is. ^ The menace 
of war has been a writing on the wall. The present world Eituation iS a spiritual 
challenire. We must either accept it or perish. It is not safe to be Immortal Evil 
systems inevitably destroy tberoseives by their own greed and egotism. Agaioft the 
rwk of moral law, earth^s conquerers and exploiters hurl themselvw eventually to 
their own destructions. While yet there is time, there is not much left, we must 
take steps to prevent the helpless rush of man to his doom. 

•'Democracy does not mean a dead level in oharaoter and contribution, ability and 
insight It is an equality of opportunity in matters of food, health and education. It 
imnlies economic justice if we are content with anything lera ; d^ocruy is a mockery. 
Economic justice involves a reshaping of the economic order, ^pitalism is criticised 
from different points of view but here I may just indicate how it affepte a democratic 
nblioy of life. By permitting a staggering degree of inequality with its inevitable 
conseouenoes of poverty ank lack of opportunity for muses of men, women and 
children it produces social disturbance. This inequality is moralW dangerous. It 
encourages the privileged seotions of snciety to live in waste wd luxury with an 
utterlylalae sense of values in a callous disregard of what superior privilege means 
to the victims of the process which accords to them the privilem. 

“The religious triMition of India justifies demooraoy and if she has not ^ beon 
fidtbfnl to this principle she has paid for it by her suffering and subjeohon. Spirit is 
never more persuasive than when it suffers silently beneath the hrel of opprusion. 
Demooraoy is an achievement forged in the fires which make a nation a urn. When 


^^Mwer to aaaert hte witore i^st tba iron web of neoead^. lo tan hto 
teztore, to trample him in Uood flUh la an i^peatable oiime. 

"The freadom of expresaion to tha only way by whioh we ca n Irt tn^ ^ « 
the mindi of men. If we repieea fteeto of apeeeb we m^e tmUi enbe^ent to 
tha iateraeto of the powe^ group. ISm inotwaing regimantitioa of mind and tha 
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^®P® Wae news and Iwep _ 

**®? *S^®® in ao-oatled demooritio oountries show h^^naraff 
!f *“ *^®“’ *®® P'®®* *® “ esaentlal alemeata ot a fm oonato. 

ofsoSalKle: * A oorrapt praaa will aolST ^ufi 

If growing up with a new awareneaa of the oneneoa al 
niunanity. It understanda tpat peace ia a poaitive aohieTement, calling for Uah entail 
priae. 6 ia awpe ^at world peace demanda woiv^ joatice and the obataolea to it 
of men which have been oorrap;ec in their pridea and jealonaiea, 
in their atta<^ment to ooniforta and poaseaalons at other people^a eipenae. Natiow 

blind na to real enda and tong ylewa. Onleaa we “ 
move the aonroea of injuatloo and fear, wo cannot make the world aafe for peace. 
The history of man has been a oontinaal struggle between the ideal of a moral com- 
munlty an^he immoral forces of greed, stupidity and violence, indivldoal and 
corporate. We must reflne the spirit of patriotism so as to make it a pathway from 
man to mankind. A world conference to examine territorial grievances, oontrol of 
raw materials and possibilities of collateral disarmament and establish the freedom of all 
nations, small or great, weak or strong, may be summoned and if the powerful 
nations approach the task in a chastened spirit and in the faith that nations like indi- 
viduals are great not by what they acquire but by what they resign, we may get 
near our goal. 


The Punjab University Convocation 

The following is the address delivered by Sir Mauirice Owyer^ Chief Justice of 
India at the annual Convocation of the University of the Punjab held at Lahore on 
the 22ad. December 1938 


I propose to take for my subject this morning a comparison between the two 
systems of government which have come to be known as democracy and totalitaria- 
nism. I make no apology for doing so, for 1 am not going to talk politics. All the 
States of the world, willingly or unwillingly, are having to group themselves under 
one banner or the other ; and 1 would ask you to consider for a few minutes with 
me this morning what is the essential difference between the democratic and the 
totalitarian State. I will try to examine the question in u impartial and unprejudiced 
a manner as 1 can ; for it to not only one for the political philosophers, for those 
scientific inquirers who seek to define and classify the constitutions of States ; it 
has become a question which is going to touch intimately the lives of all of us and 
on which we shall all have to make up our minds, whether we wish to do so or not. 
1 am anxious to avoid political controversy, and in ^ anything that 1 say I must not 
bo taken as implying any criticism of other countries, who are entitled to prefer 
their own forms of government. I do not however conceal where my own allegiance 
lies, and those who believe in one of these two systems of government and reject 
the other are also entIUed to testify to the faith that is in them ; and indeed a faith 
which a man is ashamed to proclaim openly is scarcely one worth having. 

It ia a oommonplaoe that we are the unfortunate and alarmed fpeotatora. Thom 
■who like mvself. oeBin to see the threshold of age not so very distant from, them, 
cannot but contrast with amazement the last fifteen years wjlih the earlier and to n^gw 


unfair to say that 


the working 
For democracy 


uuxaix — — ----- tha jratilntions inemseives. rw 

of the institutions nhinct of constitutional dovelopment# The 

SS-r ooTSSit"!. if w — 


otMtVooAxioK iDDiasentB 


ta ttt HlwH i l mub ; b«t Bmali, vkaHur 
rf «a .people 


by maan of Its 
bad olirajB 4iAo 


graphioal poaltloa or 
on edgo of the 


oib^ fa 1913 the Ibnfat re?ointioa In JMy was not a year old ind waa 
• temporary aberration on the part of a 
matry whim had vwira ehown a remarkaUe pvtiality for the oonoeptiona of 
fmnimmt layo^ by the Wejrtm demooiaoieB. The general oonfidonoe lett in the 
fatare of Enrope ia well ahown by an artiole written in the 1936 edition of 
tto&o^peto Bri^nioa by an endnent Profeaaor of Politloal Theory and 
'iM#n yna| who apeakhig of the yeara 1910-36, need theae words i— “Xhoa thia 


lOfoiopeaia Britannic 
ithniai who apeakihg i 
haa brought forth In 


a naa nronght forth Important dhy^opmenta in interoatiottal, federal national and 
igoyemmenta. It will stand oat also as one in whioh the nations have been 
r to one another In oonatltational thought and in forms of 


onmtug nem to one another 


polldoel thoiight thfonghpnt Europe and the- cocDrse of that revolntion ia perhaps not 
yet mo. Syeiywhere :the demooratlo idea la aeon to be on the defensiye ; and not 
only^ Ite exiatmioe bat its philoeophioal basis, whioh to most of na had aimost 
aequ^ me eanotiiw of a theological dogma, is ohallenged and floated. It is tme 
that the lan g na ge and phraaee ; of demooraoy are still oarrent, and it wonld almost 
thow^ the modem dictator thought it worth while to attempt to peranade 
me WOTld that hia new-faogled system represented a more vital type of demooraoy 
wluoh the pld-faahionad liberalism had so signally failed to keep alive. We 
rail find eleptioBS and repreaentative assemblies in the totalitarion States which are 
mlared to be far more Fepresentative of the popular will thau any demooraoy oould 
be ; and thou|^ for obvious reasons it ia impossible to test the truth of the assertion, 
w ™y nevertneless be true that it was the maohinery of representative government 
itaelf whioh brought the totalitarian State into* existence. But it was^ never more 
neoesaary than to-^y to look more closely at the facts for the purpose of 
diioovering the subatanoe whioh lies behind the outward forms of government. 
II was only a Uttle time ago that one totalitarian State introduced, amid much 
popidtr rajoioing and #ith a great deal of what in other branohea of life ia known 
as pnbuoity, an ultra demooratio oonstitatioa ; but there was a notable deorease of 
anthaaiaam when it was discovered that only approved members of the party in 
power were Pitted to themselves as saadidates at the first eleotiong to the 
now repreaenfatlvo assemblies. 


It Is not then so mnoh the forms of government whioh have changed as the 
hpWt goverament is now oarried on and rogret it as we may it la aoaroely 

WggMraon to assert that the typical form of government in Europe has become 
tiio wtalitanan State. This form of governmeat is self-ooufident, aggressive, and 
manadiq^^ aod at the present moment the olash between the demooraoies and 
rotmita ri an i em ia the main pre*oooapatioa of international politics. The Immediate 
ponamenoeo of this olaih of fdeologiea, to use the oarrent term, are manifest enough ; 
bat its pplenWity for evil Is greater still. There were in Barope before the 

mflitary empires but that did not prevent the 
emataoe of a distinctively European oivilization. in whioh all the States in Europe 
M they hid a share. The general tendency too was towards cepreseutadve insdtu- 
WMjuways done to the principle of demooraoy, however mnoh 
m wamy empires might diverge from it in practice. To-dsy no one wonld have 
hvdihood to assert that there ia still a single and indivisible European oivilization. 
©i^ines of olMvage are too wide and too deep ; and it has become less and leas 
probable that the two aystema can oontiuue to oo-exist in the s aw?** continent. In 
reason why this should be so ; bat the principles whioh 
States profess and the policy whioh they follow make it inevitable 
^ dieir eooi^y shonld be on a war footing. I do not at all mean by this that 
fhair one uid iray purpose is war, but that their politioai system is snob that 
It ora ^y be on and made effective if the nation as. a whole is organized aa it 
would be orpnlsed in time of war. ▲ moment’s refleotion will show that thia must 
be die oaae : for in no other way oould a State regulate in anoh detail the so^ and 
•oeMi^ iffe of its dtiMoSi if no other way oonld it prevent the infiltration 
te teetgn Ideas possiblv hostile to dm regime, and in no ot&er way oonld it modd 
and Mwmine pnmio opinioiL And it is bore that great danger lies ; for a State 
QipoiistfeB wnraever a oonfliot betWM IMf and anotto nation less w^«eqaipped 
9U pcepaied beoomes aoote. Ordinarfiy the passage of a nation from pesoe to wat 
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* pwloTOd oonnlsloa ; bat in the oasa of > oeBon 
ta fW^ Me *" “*® ‘‘*“**** torn one stage otto 

»*•***“ **®*“V.*! **®*’''*“ *•“ demooratlo tad ti>«»ma ta>ien 

---A I*®*®®”??!!!! * politician, a oeastitDtioiiai lawer, • man of afUia mmU per- 
fcSSS ffu <*'*««?* answer to this qnestion and each answer wonld m do^ 
naw in it an element of truth. To enumerate all the iifferenoea between them would 

®**®“^ “y 11“1*® of time this 

5°thA lln-* T A® tl*® outward fern an^ in to penetrate to the heart 

of the matter, I think that we shall find oertain points wnioh oan be reaarded as of 

primary importance. 

la tha®rfaik» i® *k®i®oi®!®“?® i®ti**® ^®“oora tfo state of the rule of law. Iha seoond 
!5» ?i.^m®^®*® J® ao^ *0 oppress one’s own opinions and beliefb; And 

tne ihira is this that a democratic system of government in one of which te 

the personality of the individual man and woman, whereas the other 
system ts based upon the conception of a State as an organization 
apart from and superior to the individual men and women who compose It, &manding 
from them oomplete and uncomplaining subjection, asserting all rights ana oonoediog 
none. Let me say a few words about each of these. 

The basis of all demooratlo government, the true guarantee of the safety and 
happiness of the individual citizen, the greatest safeguard against tyranny and 

tyrants, is the rule of law. Now the rule of law means in the first instance a state 
of things in which all men are equal before the law, so that none can claim 
from a judge any rijghts or privileges other than those which the law gives 
him and cannot point to rank or wealth or privilege as entitling him 
to something which cannot, equally be claimed by his fellow-citizens. But it means 
a good deal more as well It means that oases are judged and decided aocordiog to a 
fixed and defined law and not aocording to the whim or fancy of the individual 
judge. There are many lawyers present here today, and they know only too well that 
the existence of the rule of law doos not, and oannot, make the law always a oertain 
thing. The reason for that is the immense complexity of human affairs, so that It 
is not always easy to know what the particular legal prinoiple is whioh has to be 
applied in order to arrive at the oorreot solution of a dispute. But that does not 
mean that the legal priooiple itself is in any doubt ; it is the application of the 
prinoiple whioh causes the difficulty ; and tnat is why in ail civilized States the 
legal profession is a necessary part of the machinery of the State and has almost 
as important a share in the administration of justice as the judges themselves. We 
may regret that this attempt to secure a more perfect justice has made the 
attainment of justice more expensive than it ought to be. But let me quote here 
a passage whioh occurs at the end of Gibbon’s lamous chapter on the history and 
prinoi^s of the Roman law, “The experience of an abuse from which our own 
age and country are not perfectly exempt may sometames provoke, a generous 
indigoation, and extort the hasty wish of exchanging, ow elaborate junsprudenoe 
for the simple and summary decrees of a Turkish oadoL Our calmer lefiwupn will 
suggest that such forms aud delays are necessary to guard the person Md property 
of uie citizeo, that the discretion of the judge is the. first engine of tyranny, and 
that the laws of a free peo^e should „ foresee and determine any question which may 
probably arise in the exercise of powey and the transaction of industry. 

I invito your attention to that pregnant pbraM : “the ^i&tion of the jndg p to 
the first en^ne of tyranny" that ia to ray, a ^r«it <»nnot afford to w oas ea 
without esoe^on to be deoidod Mcording to ^xA prinoiplM ot »-|^y® * 

noint when the iudgo must be allowed a free hand. And it is a nsmsary eotollOT 
Sal the judge must bo a man in sympathy with *®n^2?'^®m'“f®,“J’ 

tarisn Rtita o.n admit ths possibility of . any State offloisl who diffm from me 


Slil! 

latter tha* he will nave a lair trial ? 
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.Dot m will say, npposiBg the jodga la oompletely indapendent and bonad by 
v» rm d liw, mun not bis administnition of a harsh.^o^: orael oode for that Tory 
roaaoa bo ItaeKf omel ? And, if ao, may not your just and inflexible jndm beoome 
himaelf almost an engine of tyranny ? That Is a oritioism which reqmres to be 
auwered, bat 1 think that the answer is plain. An independent and independent- 
minded judM oannot indefinitely continue to administer unjnst law without becoming 
oritioal of mm ; and if they appear to him unjust in the sense that they shook his 
oonsoienoe, he will find ways of mitigating them. So in England at the beginning 
of the last oentni^, when it was a capital offence to steal property over the value 
of 40 killings, jurymen whose consciences were offended by the law did not shrink 
from retorning a verdict that the property stolen, whatever its real value might be, 
was worth not more than 39 shillings. In this way the indapeadent judge, however 
oruel and harsh the laws may be which he has to administer, does ultimately 
beoome the focus of oritioism and reform; and the rule of law, if 
It is given free play, will always in the last resort defeat a diotator. 
And it is for that veiw reason that no totalitarian oountry oaa at the present time 
afford to allow the rule of law to exist. in the State. 1 do not for a moment mean 
to say that there are no upright judges in these countries, able and willing to decide 
oil ordinary oases with the strictest regard for law and justioe ; 1 am referring 
rather to oases which have what 1 may call a political flavour ; and I do not need 
to say that those are the oases which may most nearly affect the lives and fortunes 
of oitisens who beoome involved in them. 

Thus you see the importance of maintaining and strengthening the rule of law. 
Do not believe those who say that it is a hindrance to progress and who are anxious 
to take a short out to the millennium. Where popular liberties are concerned, a 
short out will be found every time to be the longest and most dangerous way round. 

The second thing is the right to hold to express one's private opinions and 
beliefs. In some ways this Is bonnd up with the rule of law. For here again the 
totalitarian State cannot, if it is to survive, allow the public expression of any 
opinion contrary to that held by those for the time being in control of the machinery of 
government. They must present to the outside world a single front whioh they oan 
claim to represent the opinion of the whole country. Think for a moment how far a 
policy of this kind must lead you. If there is to be only one opinion expressed, every 
source of a possible contrary opinion must be rigidly controlled. One doctrine must be 
taught in the schools and in the Universities. The press must speak with one voioe 
only ; and for those who seek to criticize in private, there must be the prison or the 
concentration camp. In no other way can the regime survive. That is on the 
negative side; but the positive side is no less drastic. It necessitates a complete 
control of the young at the most impressionable ages in their lives and it embraces 
all the malignant and ignoble arts of the propagandist whose business it is to compel 
the people at large to believe that whioh the Government insists that they shall 
believe, to feed them with coloured and distorted news, and to dress up truth herself 
in the trappings of a harlot. 

It is strange that governments are to be so expressive of the popular will, should 
find it necessary to prevent their people, so far as possible, from coming into contaot 
with public opinion elsewhere. But is there not here's lesson for all democratic 
States ? For a democracy ought at all times to have the courage to hear tho truth 
just as a democratic leader ought always to have the courage to tell it. And this 
alone should be sufficient to distinguish between the two systems ; for truth is In 
the long run the only effective propaganda and there Is an astringent and tonic 
quality about it which vitalizes those who are strong enough to have it. 
whereas the other propaganda is like a drug which first intoxicates and 
then stupefies. 


Lastly, I come to that distinotion between 
conception of fiie State which recognizes the 
on tne State as something apart from 
who compose it. 


the two systems which is based on a 
personality of the individual and not 
and superior to the indiiidualB 


iffe have men always organized themselves into political societies ? Was it not 
in the first instance for common defence and protection, and with defence and 
iwbteetion once seoiired, did not the advantages of mutnai cooperation, whether social. 

r litioal or economlo then beoome manifest ? But this is only to ssy that mankind 
the parent of the child, civil aboiaty ; and the oonoeption of a State ar 
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thioff superior to tbe oitisens who compote it it of oompintifely modern growth 
ipd nae no hietorioal Jastifioation whatever. We owe dntiea, it is true ; but we owe 
them to onr fellow-oitizena. We can be oalled on to oontxibnte with onr propertv 
and even with onr lives for the safety of the oornmnoity in which we live ; bat ft 
is onr leliow-oitizens who oall npon ns, just as we have the right to call on them. 
We reapeot their peraonality, as we ezpeot them to respeot onr own ; and we asaert 
no rights against them whioh we are not willing to conoeie onrselves. 

this oonoeption of a polity of men noitod in thi frnition and performanoe of 
mntnal rights and dnties, each regnlating his oondnot by a dne regard to the interests 
of his neighhonr, is now looked noon as an anaehronism and a folly : and its plaoe 
is to he taken hy the more grandiose oonoeption of the omnipotent and infallible 
State. 1 oonfess that I find this a very dreadinl thing. An organism whioh owes no 
dnties to any but itself oan reoQgnize no rnles other than its own desires as binding 
upon it in its dealings with either its own citizens or with other national organisms* 
And this is indeed the claim whioh is made, that rales of morality binding between 
man and man have no application in the oare of the State. It need oanse ju> 
surprise that in places where doctrines of this kind prevail the personalito of the 
individual is no longer of any aooonnt and that pity and mercy are regarded ^th 
contempt as relics of a by-gone and effeminate age. And then In the relations 
between State and State Is it not a necessary corollary that force is the only arbiter ? 
Bach are the doctrines openly proclaimed by nations who but a few years ago 
solemnly snbsoribed an incernational undertaking to reject forevei war as an 
instrument of policy, 

A little reflection will show the extreme convenience to those who main^n it of 
the doctrine of the omnipotent States. For when all is said and done, what does it 
mean ? The State is for this pnrpose no more and no less than the party or group 
who for the time being are in control of the machinery of government and of sM 
the reaources of the State itself. It gives them as it were a 
for their own existence and for continuing to do^what good to 
olum to be the mouthpiece of the State effeotually conceals the fact that they are In 
truth the monlhpieoe of the party in power. 

Nothing, » is said, snooeeds like snooess : ttoe ^ wW ^ Md*of 

animroat success of some .of the totalitarian -States « ®«>re than one of 
hraan effort has attracted to them a great deal of t do not denv^SiS 

by that imitation whioh is believed to be the sinoerost fl*^*®*^* rXt? oMt of iJnmsn 
Kof the results sohieved have been very ^“id^bie at wlmt ojjt of human 

the l"««ODwhetoer these netoelee^ thS% 

pnrobased at too high a pnoe. It may ^ tnw ney * carm to use 
oompleto seoudty from external 5 hi® MW^nrs; but to achieve 

them, of being a petpet^ ao^e ,«? m toSgeToBm the right to esprees 

this ne must abandon the rale of law and w mnsi . ^ seonrity and 

what opinions ho will. But, W hold so dear ? And to this 

still retoin those privileges which we have been ^jher 

the answer would be that it is .JJJJ Kthont an effort Bunk for a moment of the 
valnable things it is not to be achieved not onlv possible bnt even 

oonditione ^ioh rendered and class strngjes, sud Iroki^ Arm 

probable. A dietraoted owntry, torn by f w . |or the growth of those 

and dieintereeted l^ership, vou*th?s morning. For in such oiroumstanoes 

dootrinee whioh I have described to you tnis moriii^ doepair, nd 

ordinary citizem harassed on every side, readd^ ^ 3 ““^ * nfen even at {he price 
weloomM at length anyone thSe^^tri^ who ieartily d'ls'iW 

of his liberty. I have “st many men from living, 

wore ashamed of much of the PohjJ ^ rescned from wm 

but one and all wore omphatio that what y ^ |f they wish to sssjP® 

Ae lewon is there for all to re?d ; and toj^demoorwi^^^ ^^^3 ordinary 

the tote Aat has befallen demooraoie8, mMt^ tim^^ demwracy W 

oitisea no exonse for seeking oleewhmo Statos have produced toeir 
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opmdriM ? If ^ oi&aot, th«f dMnm to fail aod wOl «ot loog anlAtalii 
tMr potHkm. is fho irorU agaiBK a loraddalile and oSdoBt oppoaent 

, Slio amaoo to ^fha liberty of , the world la a tery real one. It la not to be 
eonntiied bar a pam of demoora^ prlnoiplea and the peaaing of r^ntiona. Aotion 
mnat ^ wit kf notion ; and the denworaolea of the world drill only anrvife if they 
are aUe to eon?iaoe the aTanwe am tiiat th^ ean glTo him a hmr deal than the 
h^ta^ SMea Tdr aona^ 1 think that n the Qoeatlon la fairly pat to him hla . 
aaawer wiB not be In teat 

Xhe reatetioMHa whitib the demooraoiea will have to make if they are to atand np 
an oeea efoW y to thia daornr whioh threatena them are likely to be oonalderalble, bat I aee 
no aeoape txm tiiem. Jlrat and foremoat wa hare to make oerlain of bar aeoari^ 
ae that wa amy not faal that wa are Haioa ear litee on aoffaranoe and eojoyiim 
only aneh Hberty as other Btataa may aee fit to allow na. We may ha?e to aaomit 
to a good ded laore of diaolpline thim wo hi?a been aoonatomed to or than we' may 
find agreeable : bat it will be a diaolpline Tolantarily aasnmed by free men.and not 
foroed npon no from withent And behind thia hniwark againat asternal ameasloa 
we shall haea te remove, as fhr it poasibisi those oanaea of diaoontent whioh aome- 
iimaa tempt a man ta sell hla birthitet for a mesa of pottage and whioh are the 
reel and amt affaotive •weapons whioh lortnna oan put Into a wonld-be diotator’a 
hand, 

Neai»wa shall have to nadertaka the taak of re-atating onr fandamantal 
nrlnoiidai in the light of the new oonditions. Wa moat above all things hold feat 
the nue of law, bat we most aee that its applioation does not afford even a plaaaible 
exeoae lor fboae who are always ready to oritiolse (he law as layiog a dead hand 
opon bnman prtgrea^ and lawyers as eaterplllara of the oommonweaith rather than 
as atiniaters of jaatioe. 8o also with the right to exproas oar own opinions and 
brifafA This right la never an absolute one, ainoe it mnst always be eonditioned 
by eonaidaratioiia of pablio order and tranquility on the one hand and the right of 
onr feHow-eitixena to have their oharaiter protected agidnat defamation on the other, 
fiat It may also become neoessary for oa to aabmit voluntarily to oertain farther 
reetnotiona on the right of pnblio diaonaaion, whether in the press, in the L^lalatareE 
or in pnblio meetings, principally, 1 think, in order to aeonre greater effioienoy and 
more rapid action in the oonduot of pnblio aflhtra, but also to prevent the aooentoa- 
tioD of points of difference between one interest and another and the exacerbation 
of pablio sentiment by thos^ who see profit to themselves in intestinal faction. 
Yon will not, I hope, misanderstaod me when I aay this.. I am not suggesting a 
^•ayBtem of oensorriiip or the aappreaaioxi of free speech. I have rather in mind a 
greater meaaare of self-control and self-restraint imposed by a self-denying ordinanoe 
on themselves by men who take part in the government of demooratio oonntries. by 
those whose duty and function it is to constitate an opposition to government by 
those who seek legitimately to form and inflaenoe public opinion. 

Then ae the oomplement of this voluntary discipline which I have asanmed that 
the ordinary oitizena will be prepared to Impose npon themselves, they are entitled 
to require from the leaders to whom they have given their oonfidenoe an anselfish 
and npright administration of the affaire of the oommunity. They will expect th,ese 
men to aaaame the harden of xeaponsibility themselves and not to shift it on to the 
shoalders of others, in other words, to be leaders and not mere agents ; and above all 
they will expect their leaders to tell them the troth, however diffioult and unpleasant 
it may be. This onght, as I have already said, to be the distingaishing mark of a 
democracy, that it oan bear to hear the tirath. 

If this analysis wUoh 1 have attempted is correct, yoa will see that the pivot 
of all demooratio symms most be the ordinary citizen, and that is what I meant 
when I said that a democracy is a system of government bssed upon the personality 
of the individnal It is the ordinary citizen who chooses his leaders and puts bis 
tmst in them ; and the leate themselves are chosen from the ranks of the 
ordinary cttizenB and are hdld accountable to them. Bat this oonoeption of 
government exaolt a very high standard of conduct from the ordinary citizen, if 
U is to work out sacoesfully ,io practice. Those of you here today who aih. lawyers 
know well how eonstantly the law adopts as a standard and criterion the views of 
tlmt national individual whom it calls the reasonable man. And Just as with ^ 
progressive advance of eivilization imd of onr idese of doty and obligation, the 
standaxd Implied by the test of tbo venio&able man ia constantly risiDg, ao too onr 
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ttmonMon of • good dtlsen oofjii to adwioe with OMh raeoeiiife geMiilioB ; 
•nd dio higher the average etandard ia a demoeratie oouatiy the more doeelf 
will tet oooatry approximate to the demoeratie ideal. 

I pmrpoaely say nothing of fbrma of government, for that might lead me into a 

S litieai diBoassionf which it is my duty to avoid. 1 do not say that 1 attadh no 
portme to forme of government, for I do ; bat thii la net the plaoe in whidh it 
weald be right for me to talk abont them. Bat I do attach an even greater importaaoe 
to epiritoal liberty and freedom. That is a thiog which transoende all iwlities, and ]adgee 
like other men are entitled to expreaa their opinion upon it And it is here that we flheil 
find the nltimato test of demooraoy t— will the ordinery man pat anoh e vnine upon hit 
apiritnai freedom ae to be willing to make It n breucing point between himeelf end 
totalitarfaniem ? 
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